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WESTERN AUSTRALIA. WESTERN 
i AUSTRALIA. 
No. 1. 


Governor Sir W. C. F. Rosrnson, K.C.M.G., to the Right Hon. 
the Earn or KIMBERLEY. 


Government House, Perth, 
My Lorp, June 10, 1882. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the Blue Book of 
Western Australia for 1881, with a covering report from the 
Colonial Secretary." 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) WiuiiaM C. F. Rosinson, 

The Right Hon. 

The Earl of Kimberley, 

&c. &e. 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, Perth, 
Sir, June 1, 1882. 
I wave the honour to forward the report on the Blue 
Book for 1881. The statistics have been carefully collected by 
the Assistant Colonial Secretary, and I desire to record my 
appreciation of his able assistance, which I am sure, your Excellency 
will endorse. 

With the general advancement of the Colony, it is almost 
impossible for the Colonial Secretary to give full consideration to 
details, though I recognise fully that the responsibility rests with 
him as to the correctness of all the information now furnished. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GIFFORD, 
Colonial Secretary. 
His Excellency 
Sir W. C. F. Robinson, K.C.M.G. 


Report on Buve Boox for 1881. 
General Remarks. 


It will be my aim throughout this Report to show that the 

Colony is making advancement without overcolouring the situation. 

As it must be remembered that the inhabitants, exclusive of 

natives, are only by the Census Returns (1881) 29,708, whilst the 
R 1737. Wt. 12886. 
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revenue amounts to 254,3131, the area of the Colony being 


1,060,085 square miles when this is taken into consideration it 
will, 1 think, be generally recognised that there is a great field for 
immigration in the full acceptation of the word; to place this, 
however, in a thoroughly clear light I shall deal with the con- 
tents of the Blue Book seriatim, and in the manner that presents 
itself to me as the most intelligible. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


The revenue received in 1881 on all heads was 254,313/. 3s. 4a., 
whereas in 1880 it was 180,049. 14s. 2d., an increase of 
74,2631, 9s, 2d., accountable for in the following manner: increase 
in trade notwithstanding an excessively dry season, whilst the 
favourable report of Mr. A. Forrest and other settlers on the 
Kimberley District for pastoral purposes caused an unexpected 
application for leases, capitalists from the other Australian Colonies 
applying for large tracts, whilst the opening of the first section of 
the Eastern Railway between Fremantle, Perth, and Guildford 
materially assisted to swell the receipts. 

In addition to the above, one of the subheads of the schedule to 
the 1881 Loan Bill made provision for the recoupment to 
General Revenue of 48,1602, on account of Eucla Telegraph 
which was originally paid out of General Revenue, the line con- 
structed being one to connect King George’s Sound with the other 
Australian Colonies, this being a most necessary work not only for 
the advancement of the Colony but because the above-mentioned 
port is the first one at which the mail boats touch after leaving 
Ceylon. 

To cover the charges of the New Loan of 150,000/., floated in 
1881, a stamp tax was passed, which was brought into force on 
Novetnber Ist of the same year, and realised during the two months 
1,2052. 11s. 10d. 3 

On the first January 1881 the debt of the Colony was calcu- 
lated at 80,9502, whilst at the close on 31st December it amounts 
to 12,565/. 15s. 11d., the Government having resolved to relieve 
the Colony from all embarrassments with the exception of the 
public debt (ze. Loans), his Excellency the Governor con- 
sequently sanctioned increased expenditure over that of the previous 
year of only 6,951/, 5s. 2d., which was found sufficient to meet all 
demands of the service without in the slightest degree being detri- 
mental to the prosperity of the Colony or crippling the adminis- 
tration. 

Public Debt. 


This amounts to 511,000/., which has been raised chiefly for 
railways, and has been incurred from the year 1872, the rates of 
interest vary from 6 per cent. per annum to 4 per cent. with provi- 
sion of a sinking fund equal to 2 per cent. yearly on the amount 
of the debentures issued; on the two last loans the following 
arrangement has been made: that a sum half yearly sufficient to 
provide the half year’s interest on the total nominal value of all 
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debentures issued, and after five years from date of first issue of 
debentures a further sum half year of one half per cent. on the 
nominal value of all debentures issued. 

‘The investments of sinking fund on Ist September amounted 
to 26,3987, and are chiefly in Cape of Good Hope debentures, 
Canada, Ceylon, South Australia, New South Wales, and Victoria, 

The interest on loans and sinking fund are the first charge on 
revenue, 


Military Expenditure, 


2,031/. 14s. 11d., was expended by maintaining a force of volun- 
teers, under their respective commands, of 630 men of all ranks, 
79 horses, and 4 field guns; the men are armed with the Martini, 
Snider, and Armstrong guns, the only qualifications demanded 
being that every member must attend 12 general parades of his 
corps annually. 

Imperial expenditure to aid the civil establishment and to 
afford military protection. The Home Government maintains for 
the present a force of pensioners from the regular army. 

36,2781. 9s. 7d. was expended on the military, and in aid of the 
civil power. 


Public Works: 


The first section of the Eastern Railway was opened for traffic 
soon after the commencement of the year (1881); the line is 
nearly 20 miles in length, and connects Fremantle (the Port), 
Perth, and Guildford. ‘The revenue derived during the first nine 
months’ working exceeded the most sanguine expectations notwith- 
standing that the goods traffic was not thoroughly worked, owing 
to the trucks, &c. not being completed, and the want of labour. 

Tenders were also called for the completion of the second section, 
and that of Messrs. Wright and Rixly was accepted for 53,0431, 
the length of this portion of the line being 21 miles. 

The extension of the railway is of urgent and vital importance 
to the Colony ; when the line is completed to York there can be 
little doubt that the undertaking will be a most profitable and 
useful public work, judging from the success of the first section. 

A reformatory for juvenile offenders was established and com- 
pleted at Rottnest Island, and a small harbour light erected at 
Cossack. 


Legislation. 


During 1881 there were two sessions of Council, and 27 laws 
passed, of which the following are the most noteworthy :— 

“ An Act to make further provision for the Management and 
“‘ Working of Railways.” 

“An Act to authorise the extension of the Eastern Railway.” 

“An Act to impose certain Stamp Duties.” 

“An Act for raising the sum of 150,0007. for the construction of 
“certain Public Works, &c.” 
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“An Act to consolidate and amend the laws regulating the 


AUSTRALIA. ¢ Branding of Live Stock.” 


“An Act for the Prevention and Eradication of Diseases in 
“6 Vines.” 

Whilst three were reserved, namely :-— 

“ An Act for the Re-appropriation of certain Loan moneys.” 

« An Act to provide for the more effectual keeping and auditing 
“of Public Accounts”; and 

“An Act to prevent the destruction and export of Immature 
“Sandalwood.” 

In, addition a Fencing Bill was introduced and passed, but his 
Excellency the Governor withheld his assent in order that the coun- 
try might have an opportunity of forming an opinion upon such an 
important measure. 


Population. 


By the Census taken on 3rd April, the population exclusive of 
natives, was 29,708, consisting of 17,062 males, 12,646 females, 
showing an increase on the Census of 1870 of 4,923 persons, or 
during the period which transpired between the dates of the 
Census of 1870 and 1881 the increase has been 19°86 (nineteen 
decimal eighty-six) per cent., a little more than 18 (one decimal 
eight) per cent. per annum; and if the population is compared 
with the area of the Colony it gives a result of (02 (decimal nought 
two) to the square mile. On December 31st the population was 
30,013. 

Immigration. 


The number of European immigrants introduced under a 
nomination system amounted to 146, whilst in 1880 78 only were 
introduced. The system is beginning to work far more satisfactorily, 
as certain restrictions have been removed, the chief being that 
persons here are not actually required to name the emigrant in 
England as heretofore, but the Government permit a friend of the 
settler in the United Kingdom procuring the class of person re- 
quired, who furnishes the names and characters to the Government 
Agent, who, if satisfied after inquiry, provides passages, the 
Colonists here being required to sign an agreement that the immi- 
grant shall not be any expense to Government from date of 
arrival. 

There is an increasing demand for labour, wages are excessively 
high, and provided 200 able-bodied men could be induced to come 
to the Colony, willing to work, they need not fear want of employ- 
ment from the day landed. Labourers, shepherds, bricklayers, &c. 
would receive most remunerative wages. 


Imports and Exports. 


The imports in 1881 were 404,8312, whilst in 1880 they were 
353,669/., showing an increase of 50,7121. due to a considerable 
extent to the development of the country and to a steady increase 
of trade. 
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The exports in 1881 amounted to 502,7691, against 499,183/,, 
a slight increase over that of the previous year of 3,586/. 
The chief exports are :— 


£ 
1. Wool, valued at - - 256,689 
2. Timber ,, - - - 79,277 
3. Mother-of-pear] shelis. - - 34,912 


Horses, gum, lead, and pearls, the estimated value of the latter 
being 12,0007. but 14,000/. is, I believe, nearer the correct value. 


Shipping. 


The numbers of vessels (sailing and steam) that entered the 
ports was 185, representing 145,048 tons, whilst the number 
cleared was 183, representing 139,998 tons, showing an increase 
of ships entered over the corresponding period last year of 20, 
representing 21,063 tons; this shows, I think, conclusively that 
trade is becoming more flourishing. 


Education, 


Under the provisions of the Elementary Education Act, children 
who have attained the age of 14 are exempt, whilst admission is 
available to every child from 4 years old. The system adopted 
by the Colony is, I think, a good one. Boards are elected in all 
districts where schools are established, who consult the Central 
Board (consisting of the Colonial Secretary and four members of 
the Legislative Council) on all matters. The Central Board have 
entire control of the sums voted annually, and of the Fee Fund. 

In 1870 there were only 2,188 scholars attending Government 
and assisted schools, whilat in 1881, 4,030 or 43-89 per cent. of 
the whole Colony attended Government schools, and 20°91 per 
cent. assisted schcols. The increase has therefore been 189° 17 
per cent, The other children of the country are educited at 
private schools, or else receive instruction at home. 

The result and working of the Act will, I am sure, be gathered 
from the above statistics. There were 70 Government schools 
open in the Colony during the year, 19 assisted, and 6 provisional. 

The Central Board invariably open new schools whenever there 
is the slightest chance of obtaining an average attendance of 15. 


Agricultural. 


The number of acres under cultivation in 1881 fell consider- 
ably below that of the previous year; accountable for by the 
excessive dryness of the season, which prevented farmers from 
sowing at the proper time; the average yield per acre likewise 
fell. 

The badness of seasons naturally has a most deterrent effect 
on settlement and drives the small farmer to sandalwood cutting 
and other pursuits, from which he often does not return to his farm ; 
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hence a large quantity of flour and grain is imported, which 
should in the natural course be grown here; a large quantity of 
money consequently leaves this country for the purchase of cereals 
and flour. 

The number of stock in the Colony increased; the sheep being 
taken as an illustration. In 1880 there were 1,231,717, against 
1,267,912 in 1881, a most satisfactory state when it is remembered 
that large numbers perished from drought. 

Owing to the dulness of the market the rich copper and lead 
mines only turned out 1,400 tons. Were there a rise in the price 
of lead, and smelting works erected, there would undoubtedly be 
a great field for prosperity opened; the lead is unsurpassed, and 
is found in veins of unusual breadth. 

Traces of gold have been found in various places, and itis hoped 
that ere long it may be found in payable quantities ; one, I believe, 
can confidently predict that it will be, and that a new future be 
opened up for Western Australia. 

Land continues to be taken up in large quantities. Under the 
squatting leases there were 58,243,503 acres held, against 
44,211,621 in 1880, whilst there were 19,242 acres sold at prices 
varying from 3s. to 10s. per acre. 

The total number of acres granted and sold throughout the 
Colony is 2,116,202, leaving about 1,057,394 square miles 
ungrantéd. 


Criminal Statistics. 


The total number of offenders during 1881 was 16,935, as 
compared with 17,258 in 1880, showing a decrease of 323. The 
above includes the crimes committed by natives, In future years 
it might be as well to divide the offences of the Aboriginals and 
Aliens from the white population, as this will show that crime 
is not of a severe type amongst the whites asa rule; but what 
tends toa large extent to swell the numbers of offences will be 
found to be the breaking of the Masters and Servants Acts. A 
large number of natives have towards the close of the year been 
committed for larceny on the property of outlying settlers, The 
return of convicts in Western Australia shows a reduction of 38 


on the previous year. 
Gaols and Prisoners. 


Under this head slight augmentation occurs, but chiefly the 
prisoners have been committed for minor offences. Confin ~ ent 
on the separate system is carried out to a certain extent, and could 
be wholly adopted, provided the Imperial establishment was 
handed over to the Colonial Government, and a classification 
system could at once be established. 

The gaols are clean, and ihe prisoners healthy. The prisoners 
are employed on road-making, dredging, and other reproductive 
works; the offences against prison discipline were comparatively 
small. 
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Hospitals. 


The health of the inhabitants of Western Australia continues 
most favourable. The best criterion isa perusal of the return 
below, as it must be borne in mind that a large number of patients 
treated were old persons who had been sent out to the Colony who 
had undermined their constitutions from the life previously led 
in their younger days. 
mre perenne eh har ech aepliga nt ile els 

Diseases Treated. Number of Cases. Number of Deaths. 
mere agri Rorintiimenalgtnatyhiai elas eet eee Mite DW 1. sive 


Zymotic disease - - - 23 _— 
Constitutional disease - = 11 3 
Local disease ~ - - 128 14 

Total - - - 162 17 


Lunatic Asylum. 


The number of Colonial lunatics admitted during the year was 
11 males and 9 females, of whom 4 and 5 of the respective sexes 
were discharged cured, whilst 3 males and 2 females died. 

No restraint during the year was resorted to. The space and 
ventilation of the asylum is ample and good, the grounds of 4 
acres in extent, and the patients are allowed daily exercise, but 
not beyond the asylum. 


Charitable and Literary Institutions. 


There are nine hospitals, one lunatic asylum, two poor houses, 
one reformatory (boys), two native institutions, supported entirely 
by public funds, and two orphanages (one Protestant and one 
Catholic) supported by public and private funds; in addition, 
working men’s associations and institutes, to which the Govern- 
ment subscribe, are in existence throughout the Colony, and from 
reports received they are ina flourishing condition and productive 
of much good. 


Concluding Remarks. 


In closing my Report I must draw attention to the growing 
importance of Western Australia. 

The country is making steady strides, notwithstanding the bad 
seasons, and if the Colony can thrive under these circumstances 
there is no need to feara collapse from the present prosperous 
state the country is entering on. 

There may of course be a slight check from over trading, but 
this will be but temporary ; if the people continue contented with 
fair profits the steady progress of the country will be ensured, 
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Western whilst it must be generally admitted that as regards minerals. 

Avstratia. little as yet has been attempted to develop the resources of the 

a soil, though there are many indications that valuable mines will 
one day be worked. 

That our stability is believed in, is patent by the fact that large 
tracts of land are daily being taken up, not alone by the colonists 
here, but by settlers of New South Wales and Victoria, and the 
“small and remote Colony,” as the Premier of New South Wales 
was pleased once to call this country, will before many years be 
able to take her place alongside her sisters in the way of wealth 
and prosperity; the demand by strangers for our land is sufficient 
proof of their belief in the country. Steam communication on 
our coasts materially assists the development of the country, and 
the settlement of the North District will be greatly aided by the 
Coastal Service, arrangements having been made for at least eight 
visits per annum, whilst the opening up of the country by railways, 
which is rapidly being proceeded with, will again unfold our 
reserves and induce settlement. 

The timber trade is greatly increasing, and a large and 
increasing demand for our wood in the other colonies gives 
employment to numerous hands, 

Labour is much required, A man ready and willing to work 
need have no fear of not being employed, the wages ruling from 
7s. per diem to 10s. There are many and good openings for men 
who live a precarious life in England, if their attention was 
diverted to Western Australia from the great fields of America 
and Canada and they were to emigrate here in limited numbers 
I am convinced they would never regret the step; but I venture 
to say they would live in a style of contentment never dreamt of 
by them before. 

One fact alone will show that the prosperity of the Colony is 
on the ascending scale, and that is the price of town allotments. 
Before the last two years they realised comparatively speaking 
little, now, whenever a block of land is offered for sale, there is 
most spirited bidding, and the plot is knocked down at treble ihe 
estimated value of three years back, whilst fancy prices are often 
given for eligible sites. In bringing my Report to a close, I trust 
that this outline on the general condition of Western Australia 
has been dealt with intelligibly, and that it will be of assistance to 
persons desiring to gather information about this Colony. 


(Signed) Grrrorp. 
May 29, 1882. Colonial Secretary. 
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JAMAICA. 


JAMAICA, 


No, 2. 


Governor Sir A. Muserave, K.C.M.G., to the Right Hon. 
the Earn oF KIMBERLEY. 


King’s House, Jamaica, 
My Lorp, September 10, 1882. 

I WAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship my report 
on the annual Blue Book for the year ended 30th September 
1881, 

2. The Blue Book itself was forwarded to your Lordship’s 
Department by the Mail of the 10th of July last. 


I have, &e. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) A. Muserave. 
Ihe Earl of Kimberley, 
&e. &e. 


BuiuE Book Report, 1880-81. 
Legislation, 


In the Session of the Legislative Council, in the latter part 
of the year 1880 and in the earlier part of 1881, 32 Laws were 
passed, of which the following were the more important :— 

Law 13 of 1880.—* A Law to supplement the provisions of 
“ Law 49 of 1869, authorising the issue of a nickel coinage in this 
“ Tsland.” 

The object of this Law is to legalize the circulation of nickel 
farthings, the want of which had repeatedly been experienced. An 
objectionable description of tokens of a less denomination than the 
halfpenny was found to be in circulation which indicated the 
necessity for smaller coins. 

Law 15 of 1880.—* The Census Law of 1880.” 

The object of this Law is to provide for the taking of the 
decennial census in this Island and its dependencies on the same 
day as in the other parts of the empire. ‘The whole operation is 
put for the first time under the superintendence of the Registrar- 
General of Births, Marriages, and Deaths, whose office had been 
constituted since the previous enumeration of the population in 
1871. 

Law 16 of 1880.—*< A Law to amend Law 20 of 1870, entitled 
‘© a Law to establish a Government Savings Bank.” 
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This Law authorises the Governor to reduce the rate of interest 
on deposits in the Government Savings Bank from 4 to a rate 
not exceeding 3 per cent. per annum; and further relieves 
the Government of paying interest at the rate of 5 per cent. per 
annum on all deposits in the bank not invested in securities. 
The rate of interest was accordingly reduced as from the Ist 
of April 1881 to three per centum, and the uninvested deposits 
were about the commencement of the year gradually transferred to 
England for investments there, leaving in the Colonial Treasury 
only a small working balance not invested. The general revenue 
was thus relieved of a contribution to the bank which had reached 
over 5,000/. 

Law 17 of 1880.—* A Law to amend the Railway Extension 
“ Loan Law 8 of 1880.” 

The object of this Law is to give the Governor power to borrow 
400,000/. (instead of the sum of 350,000/., authorised to be 
raised under Law 8 of 1880), this having become necessary in 
consequence of the revised estimates of the consulting engineers, 
who calculated that the completion of the works will cost 
372,0002, and of the necessity for the construction of a quay wall, 
in connexion with the railway, for facilitating the wharfage and 
shipping and discharge of produce conveyed, or to be conveyed, 
on the railway. The opportunity was taken to make it clear that 
the “undertaking ” in all the railway Laws was meant to apply to 
the existing line of railway acquired under Law 12 of 1879. 
Previous legislation did not specifically confer these powers with 
regard to this part of what will hereafter be the United Public 
Railway. 


Law, 19 of 1880. “A Law to authorise the raising of a loan for 


*« the redemption of certain Island Debentures.” | 


The object of this Law is to enable the Governor to virtually 
consolidate in one loan the whole or part of different loans which 
had been raised under different Acts and Laws for several pur- 
poses, and a large portion of which were held as investments by 
the Savings Bank, and to conyert those investments into securities 
of the Imperial Government and of other Colonies which would 
not be influenced by local causes. The effect of this conversion 
will be to relieve the debt charges of one per centum interest on 
an amount of 390,456/., which relief the general revenue will 
enjoy to the extent of 290,476/, and the several Commissions, 
such as the Waterworks, Kingston, the Rio Cobre Irrigation, 
&c., to the extent of 99,9807. 

Law 2 of 1881,.— The Bastardy Law 1881.” 

This Law was introduced in consequence of the recommenda- 
tion of the Commissioners appointed in 1877 to inquire into the 
condition of the juvenile population of Jamaica, It is framed on 
the lines of the Imperial Statutes 35 & 36 Vict. c. 65., and 
36 & 37 Vict. c. 9. The primary jurisdiction in bastardy cases is 
given to the District Court; and an appeal is given to the 
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Supreme Court, the latter court having power by section 3 to 
make rules to regulate the hearing of appeals, 

Law 3 of 1881.—*'The Apprenticeship Law 1881.” 

This Law also had the same origin, It begins by repealing 
the present Apprenticeship Act, 4 Vict. ¢, 30., and 5 Vict. c. 35., 
and then enacts that no indenture of apprenticeship is to be 
binding on any minor unless entered into before a justice of the 
peace, or clerk of petty sessions, who is to satisfy himself that 
certain requirements have been complied with before he counter- 
signs the indenture. Power is given to the legal guardian, who 
has not been a party to the indenture, to come forward within a 
limited period to claim his right over his ward. Provision is also 
made in limiting to 21 years of age the time for which an 
indenture is binding, that the age stated in the indenture shall be 
conclusive, which provision was inserted because it was found that, 
as soon as a boy’s labour became valuable, his parent or guardian, 
or he himself, would suddenly discover that a mistake had been 
made as to his age. Provisions were inserted with the view of 
enabling the Public Works Department to take under indenture 
young men in the Government workshops, and the Public 
Hospital to train up dispensers, and were extended to corpora- 
tions and companies. 

Taw 4 of 1881.—* A Law further to amend the Law of 
evidence.” 

This Law was rendered necessary by the fact that a conviction 
of perjury or subornation of perj ury has hitherto incapacitated a 
convict from ever after giving evidence. Inconvenience to the 
ends of justice had often resulted from the disqualification which 
had long since been removed in the mother country, and which 
had been known recently to preclude a discharged convict from 
giving evidence in a prosecution on his own behalf, and there 
seemed no reason why the credibility of such a witness should not 
be left to be determined by a jury. 

Law 6 of 1881.—“A Law to permit the remuneration of 
chairmen of Parochial Boards.” 

It had been usual for the Governor to appoint the Custos of the 
parish to be chairman of the Municipal Board and chairman of 
the Parochial Road Commissioners; but the Governor found it 
in two vacancies which actually occurred difficult to obtain the 
services of gentlemen willing to give them gratuitously in offices 
involving a good deal of work. If performed with a sufficient 
control and supervision, the parochial administration requires a 
considerable portion of the time of men already fully engaged in 
their own respective vocations in a Colony where the gentleman 
of means and leisure most frequently retires to Europe as soon as 
he is able to do so. This measure was accordingly introduced in 
order to give the Governor power to offer a salary in cases where 
he is practically unable to find gentlemen who would be accept- 
able to the parish to do the work for nothing. The words “ not 
being Custos of such parish,” were inserted out of deference to 
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the feeling of the unofficial members of the Council, who were 
afraid that the Custos, by accepting a salary, would Jose in point 
of dignity. Under this Law, if the Governor finds it imprac- 
ticable to get a Custos who will accept the chairmanship of the 
Boards gratuitously, he may appoint a paid officer or officers to 
undertake, with the aid of the Boards, the administration of poor 
relief and the management of the parochial roads among other 
minor local concerns. On reflection, it will be certain to appear 
that the application of a person’s whole time to the superin- 
tendence of the details of this branch of public business must 
have a beneficial result to the parish. It was contemplated, when 
practicable, to leave the more honorary and less enacting dignity 
of Custos in other hands, and to invest the chairman, with some 
additional remunerations, with the powers of a stipendiary justice, 
in order that he should be able to secure in his own person when 
necessary the requisite regularity and certainty in sittings of the 
courts of Petty Sessions. 

Law 7 of 1881.— The Saint Thomas and Portland Bridges 
Loan Law 1881.” 

The object of this Law is to give the Governar power to borrow 
a sum not exceeding 100,0002, at a rate not exceeding 43 per 
cent. to be expended, subject to the approval of the Secretary 
of State, in erecting certain bridges. 

It is framed on the lines of other recent loan Laws with a view 
to a general consolidation hereafter of all the loans of the Island. 
The want of bridges bas long been felt in these parishes, where 
the rivers in the rainy seasons are frequently, and sometimes for 
long periods, impassable. Considerable loss of life and of goods 
often occurs in attempts to ford them, while at all times, and 
under the most favourable circumstances, conveyance and transport 
are difficult and inconvenient, and the disadvantages to foot traffic 
can be readily understood. It had been urged on the Government 
that such means of communication would be especially advan- 
tageous and important, to this part of the Colony. No practical 
step has yet been taken under the Law. 

Law 9 of 1881.—‘* The Escheat Law 1881.” 

This Law was passed to simplify the procedure in cases of 
escheat, The Law leaves untouched, and recognises as still 
subsisting, the practice under which the Crown on deciding to 
take proceedings in escheat determines to do so, either for its own 
benefit, or for the benefit of some person to whom it grants letters 
of preference. The object has been to assimilate proceedings in 
escheat as far as possible to proceedings in an action of ejectment, 
with this proviso, that if a verdict is given for the Crown, such 
verdict is liable to be upset at any time within 12 months, at the 
suit of any one who feels aggrieved by it; and it is only after the 
lapse of 12 months that the Crown can move for final judgment, the 
effect of which is to give an indefeasible title. ‘The former mode 
of proceeding by escheat, according to the common law, was of a 
cumbersome and expensive character, and the object of the present 


HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 15 


Law is to have justice done at a more expeditious and less expen- 
sive rate. 

Law 10 of 1881.—%The sale of Drugs and Poisons Law 
1881.” 

This Law was introduced in consequence of repeated represen- 
tations by the superintending medical officer of the Island of the 
great injury sustained by the community from the absence of any 
system of registration of persons engaged in the sale of drugs. 
This Law provides for a system of licensing for persons desirous of 
selling drugs, and enacts that no unlicensed person shall sell drugs 
or poisons, except such as are mentioned in the Law. Provision 
is also made to protect, as far as possible, the public against 
adulterated and unwholesome drugs, and also that ona sale of 
poisons, precautions similar to those enforced by the English law 
on this subject shall be observed. 

Law 12 of 1881.—“ The Limitations of Actions (Land) Law 
1881.” 

This Law has been urgently needed for some time past in 
Jamaica, the judges having frequently expressed the greatest 
dissatisfaction at having to enforce the doctrine of adverse posses- 
sion, and to recognize absence beyond seas as a ground of disability. 
The new Law deals principally with three points ; first, the nature 
of the possession which is to give the title; secondly, the length 
of time it is to be enjoyed ; and, thirdly, the period at which the 
statute of limitation should begin to run. The measure is an 
adaptation of the Imperial Acts 3 & 4 Will. 4., 1 Vict. c. 28., and 
parts of 37 & 38 Vict. c. 57., and displaces on our statute book 
legislation of so old a date as that of the reign of James I, 

Law 13 of 1881.—* The Registration Law 1881.” 

Since the passing of Law 19 of 1877 the Registrar-General has 
repeatedly complained that the system of registration therein 
provided was so unsuited to the requirements and condition of 
the country in some respects of detail that they were unavoidably 
left toa great extent a dead letter. The gist of the arrange- 
ments made by the Taw of 1877 is that the local registrars 
should keep the registers of their respective districts, and that 
they should, once a quarter, make copies of all entries made 
during the preceding quarter and submit them to the siperinten- 
dent registrar for examination. The superintendent registrar 
is then required to send the certified copies which he has so 
examined on to the Registrar-General, who is to keep the same in 
his office and to make indexes thereof. It was found impracticable 
to carry out a system which required either that the superinten- 
dent registrars, who were usually ministers of religion, accepting 
office almost gratuitously, and as a matter of benevolence, should 
go to the registers, or that the district registrars should take the 
bulky registers to the superintendents, with the difficulty and risk 
of their transport. Besides, the essence of the system established 
in 1877 was that there should be a permanent record besides the 
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Jamarca. original register kept in every district, the record at Kingston 
—_ being made up merely of the certified copies. But it has since been 
considered that so long as the permanent record is kept at the 
office of the Registrar-General in Kingston, it was unnecessary 

to attempt to keep such record at every local centre. 

The present Law abolishes the superintendent registrars alto- 
gether, and provides that the general register shall be kept at the 
office of the Registrar-General. The district registrars are to 
enter in duplicate on leaf and counterfoil all the particulars 
required to be registered in what, for the sake of distinction, is 
called the Registration Form Book, and then within the first three 
days of every month he is to send to the Registrar-General one 
of such duplicate entries, and from these the Registrar-General is 
to cause the general register to be compiled. 

The introduction of this new system necessitated so many 
small changes in most of the sections in the Law of 1879 that it 
was thought necessary to repeal that Law altogether and re-enact 
it in the amended form. 

Law 14 of 1881.-—“ The Agricultural Produce Buyers Law 
1881.” 

This Law was introduced in consequence of the numerous 
complaints made as to the facilities afforded to persons guilty of 
petty thefts of agricultural produce, by the numerous purchasers 
who go round tke country, almost from door to door, for the 
purpose of buying up agricultural produce in any quantity, how- 
ever small, under any circumstances, and without asking any 
questions. It was accordingly deemed expedient to establish a 
system of licensing under which no person is to be allowed, unless 
licensed, to buy certain articles of agricultural produce except at 
his own house, or at a shop kept open for the sale of such articles. 
A license can only be obtained of a Justice of the Peace on 
evidence of respectability and honesty of the applicant. 

Law 15 of 1881.—* A Law further to regulate the Relief of the 
Poor.” 

This was another of the group of Laws which were introduced 
in consequence of the recommendations of the Commissioners to 
inquire into the condition of the juvenile population, and at the 
direction Sf the Secretary of State. It gives the Governor power 
to make regulations for the administration of the funds for the 


relief of the poor. 

Law 16 of 1881.—“ The Maintenance Law 1881.” 

This Law was introduced under the same circumstances as the 
preceding one, and defines the limits within which parents, and 
children are reciprocally bound to maintain each other. It gives 
the person entitled to be maintained power to proceed directly to 
enfore his right, and enables the Municipal Board, where it has 
given poor relief, to initiate the proceedings. 

Law 17 of 1881.--* The Shipwrecked Colonial Seamen Law 


1875, Extension Law 1881.” 


HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. ea 


This Law extended to seamen employed in colonial ships, and 
distressed or shipwrecked in or on the coasts of the United 
Kingdom, the relief which could be afforded to them under Law 
21 of 1875 if found in such unfortunate circumstances in foreign 
parts. An intermediate Law, 2 of 1880, which is now repealed, 
had restricted the relief to the seamen of such ships who belonged 
to the Island. This measure provides for the relief being afforded 
through a recognised charitable society of standing, and for the 
recovery by the Island treasurer in certain cases of the cost of the 
relief afforded. , 

Law 18 of 1881.—*The Public Water Supply Law 1873, 
Amendment Law 1881.” , 

This Law amendsthe Law of 1873, in so faras it gives the 
Municipal Boards power to impose compulsory water rates 
throughout the district supplied with water by any special works. 
The Boards have also the power to fix the rate on each house and 
on each head of horse-kind or cattle within the district, which is 
to be defined in each case under due precautions. Power is 
given to the Governor at the time of making any advance for the 
establishment of waterworks to determine when the first repay- 
ment should be made in order that he might be able to fix such a 
time as would enable the Municipal Board to earn some water 
rates wherewith to make the repayment. The water rate begins 
to be payable after a “ district” has been defined in the Gazette, 
and thus the Governor has it in his power to take care that the 
water rates do not begin to be payable until the Board is in a 
position to supply water. The intention of the present Law is 
that those people in the parish who get the benefit of the water 
should pay the cost of the waterworks, the liability for the repay- 
ment of which, by the Law of 1873, was thrown upon the poor 
rate of the parish at large; at the same time as the money is lent 
to the parish, though for the benefit of only a district of it, power 
is reserved to come ultimately upon the whole parish, if neces- 
sary, for payment, though the district is made primarily liable. 
Though the Island is well watered in many districts, in others the 
Jower classes suffer severely in labour to obtain water from great 
distances, and in privation in some parts during protracted 
droughts. In one such last-mentioned locality a water supply 
had been provided by the sinking of an artesian well by means 
of an advance from the Treasury. The work proved tobe much 
more expensive than had been anticipated, and, notwithstanding 
all the representations which had previously been made as to the 
want of water, it was found impracticable to make any arrange- 
ments by the sale of water for meeting the cost of working the well 
and the repayment of the advance with interest. 

Law 20 of 1881—“The Kingston Assessment and Street 
Survey Law 1881.” 

This Law was introduced after the disallowance of that of 1879, 
on the ground of objection to the proposed incidence of the taxa- 
tion to meet the cost of reconstructing the streets of the city. 
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The intention of this preliminary amending measure is to enable 
the Parochial Road Commissioners to make complete plans and 
estimates of the repairs necessary to be done, and to determine 
what rate, on a fair and proper re-assessment of house property, 
would be required to be levied in order to raise the necessary 
amount. The re-assessment has accordingly been made, and a 
plan of reconstruction has been nearly determined on, but the 
supplementary measure for fixing and enforcing the requisite rate 
to meet the cost has not yet been proposed or adopted. ‘The re- 
construction still remains a great necessity in a sanitary as well 
as an economic point of view. 

Law 21 of 188!.—‘* The Agricultural Loans Law 1881.” 

A Biil on this subject passed the late House of Assembly twice, 
but did not secure support in the Council. Since then the 
subject has from time to time received attention, though no step 
had actually been taken in the matter. The object of the Law 
is to enable a cultivator to pledge his crops fer repayment of 
advances made with a view to producing such crops. The 
requisites are clearly set forth in the contract, which has to be 
recorded like an ordinary bill of sale. In case the contract is 
duly made and recorded the Jender gets a lien on the crop, which 
is valid against an assignee in bankruptcy, or an execution 
creditor, or avy subsequent purchaser or incumbrancer of the land. 
It makes the procedure on writs specially endorsed applicable to 
cases where the lender wishes to enforce a contract made under 
this Law. The measure on this occasion originated with a leading 
minister of religion, who urged in the establishment of an 
agricultural loan association, which might be worked under this 
Law, a means of materially aiding the peasantry with the money 
advances necessary to a development by them of the minor 
agricultural resources of the Island. 

Law 22 of 1881.—“ A Law to Amend the Customs Consolidation 
Law 18 of 1877.” 

It had been found so difficult in practice to carry out strictly 
section 100 of Law 18 of 1877, which prohibits goods being 
shipped except on proper days and only at a port of entry or 
clearance, in consequence of estates shipping their produce from 
the numerous small contiguous bays which are not ports of entry, 
that it became usual for officers of customs to require a bond for 
payment of the duty on clearance instead of requiring due entry 
and clearance of the goods prior to shipment. | 

This Law was accordingly introduced to make legal a practice 
which had originated in necessity, and to remedy an incon- 
venience which had been represented by a leading shipper. 

Law 24 of 1881.—‘* The Harbours Consolidation Law Amend- 
ment Law 1881.” 

It had been found with regard to sunken or abandoned vessels 
that, if the harbour master required the owner of any such 
vessel to remove it within 14 days, the owner employed the 14 
days in stripping the vessel of everything of any value and 
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then left the bare hulk to be removed by the harbour master at 
the public expense, often a comparatively costly undertaking. 
Accordingly the present Law empowers the harbour master to 
at once seize any such vessel before it has become valueless, and 
then take security from the owner for its removal, or, in default 
thereof, to remove the ship himself and to sell it, paying the cost 
of removal out of the proceeds. The harbour master may also 
recover against the owners the expense of removing any wreck or 
floating timber. The definition of the term “coasting vessel ” 
under the harbour Laws is assimilated to that under the Customs 
Consolidation Law. 

Law 25 of 1881.—The Sand Cay Lighthouse (Turks Islands) 
Loan Law 1881.” 

The object of this Law is to enable the Governor to advance 
5,000/. to the settlement of Turks Islands, which has been annexed 
to and formed a part of this Colony since 1874, for the purpose of 
building alighthouse at the southern entrance of the passage to 
Grand Turk with the view of securing steam communication 
direct between the Settlement and the seat of Government in 
Jamaica. The project has not yet been pushed further on account 
of the apparent necessity for lights on two different points and 
of the consequent cost exceeding what was originally con- 
templated. 


Finance. 


On account of general revenue and expenditure in 1880-81, 
exclusive of appropriated revenue and expenditure, but inclusive 
of the balance from the year before, the receipts were 461,630, and 
the payments, including 9,387/. for redemption of debt and 18,2101. 
invested in sinking funds for the ultimate redemption of debt, 
amounted to 505,532/, thus showing a deficit of 43,896/. on the 
years transactions. While the expenditure was only 7,655/. in excess 
of the estimates, the revenue was short of the same by 22,3331,, 
and the surplus from the previous year on the closing of the accounts 
proved to be 30,034/. less than had been anticipated when the 
estimates were passed in Council. This disappointment was 
largely attributable to a closer accounting up to date under the 
new system of accounts. . 

The appropriated revenues, which are devoted to parochial roads, 
pauper relief, sanitary services, and other similar local services, 
and are administered by the several parochial boards, produced 
in 1880-81 84,9692., which is 5,585/. more than the receipts of 
last year. ‘The expenditure on the other hand amounted to 
90,5861, the excess of expenditure over revenue being met from the 
balances of previous years which were at credit of the respective 
funds, and being principally on account of poor relief. 

The revenue appropriated to immigration services amounted 
to 18,7742, while the expenditure was 31,545/.; the difference 
being met from the balance in hand. 
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JAMAICA, The usual comparative table of the whole of the Treasury 
receipts in the financial year under report with those of the 
previous year is given below :— 


—— | 1880-81. | 1879-80. | Increase, | Decrease. 
Es £ £ £ 
General Revenue. 
Import duties = . - | 253,932 | 258,514 = 4,582 
Export duties - - - 6,961 6,283 — 222 
Light dues - - - 1,907 2,425 _ 518 
Harbour master’s fees = - - 438 423 15 — 
Rum. duties - - - 81,540 92,770 — 11,230 
Licenses - - - - 16,981 17,861 — 880 
Stamps - - - = 13,313 13,873 -- 560 
Postal revenues - k -| 14,426 | 14,860 v6 oa 
Telegraph revenues - - 2,594 1,010 1,084 — 
Court fees - - - 7,650 idgeel _ 121 
Fines and forfeitures - * 2,369 2,590 — 221 
Interest on securities for sinking 
funds - - - - 5,313 4,708 60 _ 
Interest other than as above - 1,488 3,517 — 2,029 
Jamaica railway revenue - « 22,137 27,628 — 5,491 
Reimbursements for expenditure - 18,068 21,702 _ 3,634 
Miscellaneous - - - 11,250 16,471 — 5,221 


—_—_ ce | ES 


459,467 491,906 a 32,439 


Revenue specially appropriated. 


Parochial road revenues - - 38,173 
Kingston street tax - - 1,554 
Parochial municipal revenues - 6,922 
Poor rates - - - - 28,688 
Sanitary rates - ~ - 3,737 
Fire rates - - - - 1,512 
Miscellaneous - - - 1,030 
Gas rates - - ~ - 3,373 


84,969 
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—_—_ SFE 


Immigration Revenues. £ £ £ £ 
Export duties —- - - 9,183 13,404 ain 4,221 
Capitation tax - - - 1,585 3,442 — 1,857 
Interest (general) - - 1,297 1,411 — 114 
Proceeds of planters’ notes - 6,440 9,279 — 2,839 
Miscellaneous ~ - - 264 166 98 _ 
Immigration reimbursements - 5 -- 5 — 

~ = 103 9,031 
18,774 27,702 — 8,928 
Total general revenue - | 459,467 491,906 — 32,439 
Total revenue specially appro- 
priated - - - 84,969 79,384 5,585 oe 
Total immigration revenues - 18,774 27,702 — 8,928 


u_ — 5,585 41,367 
563,210 | 598,999 ft 35,782 


—_ | 


Receipts on Debt Account. 


Law 12 of 1879 - - - 25,000 15,473 9,527 _ 
Law 8 of 1880 - - - | 200,000 —_ 200,000 — 
Law 1 of 1879 - - - 547 14,425 — 13,878 


— 
—— 


ee a | | 


788,757 || 628,897 | 209,527 49,660 


The large decreases in general revenues under import duties, 
rum duties, railway revenue, and reimbursements are due to the 
great depression of trade caused by the unusually dry weather 
which prevailed throughout the year, and from which the Colony 
has not yet wholly recovered, the decrease under rum duties being 
exceptionally marked. The decrease under export duties on 
coffee and dyewoods is due to the crops of the former having been 
affected by the cyclone and the preceding and subsequent pro- 
tracted drought, and to a diminution of demand for the latter 
produce. The light dues have been affected by steamers, which 
pay no such dues, having in great measure taken the place of 
sailing vessels; the other decreases may be attributed to ordinary 
fluctuation, except that under miscellaneous, which is due to the 
receipts of 1879-80 having been unduly swollen by the transfer 
in the previous year of a considerable amount at credit of re- 
covered lands. The increase in telegraph receipts is caused by 
the extension of the lines and a more general use of the system; 
that under interest on sinking funds to the amount of the invest- 


ments having been increased. 
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JAMAICA, The appropriated revenues show an increase under every 
ze item except miscellaneous. This general increase is attributed 
partly to ordinary fluctuation and in some cases to a more careful 

collection of arrears. 


The immigration revenues show a considerable decrease. The 
export duties on sugar and rum have also been diminished by the 
effect of drought upon the crops, and the capitation tax will fall 
proportionately with the number of coolies introduced hefore 
Ist October 1877, whose indentures are gradually expiring and 
on whom alone this tax is paid, The recent decrease in the 
number of coolies imported has reduced the amount received as 
the proceeds of planters’ notes. 


The following is a similar comparative statement of the Treasury 
disbursements compared with the year immediately preceding :— 


LS eS.) Ee eee i Se 


———— | 1880-81. | 1879-80. | Increase. 


Decrease. 


General Expenditure. & £ & & 
Interest on debt - - - 45,416 49,008 -- 8,592 
Pensions - ~ - - 13,373 12,660 713 — 
Administrative departments - 31,038 32,238 — 1,200 
Revenue departments - - 31,481 31,470 Il — 
Postal service - - - 16,942 16,664 278 — 
Telegraph service - - 3.852 1,863 1,489 — 
Judicial - - - - 38,054 87,461 593 — 
Eeclesiastical - = = 8,122 9,827 -s 1,705 
Medical - = 3 -| 48,560 49,297 = 737 
Constabulary - - - 51,178 53,353 — 2175 
Penitentiary and prisons - . 26,736 25,768 968 — 
Reformatories - = at (in aoe 4,249 143 — 
Education - - - 25,716 25,600 116 — 
Harbour master - - - 979 1,018 — 39 
Colonial allowances to troops - 3,931 4,111 “+ 180 
Pilotage and harbour boards - 223 97 126 — 
Miscellaneous - - - iscie 8,250 — 478 
Census, 1881 - - - 6,033 — 6,033 — 
Steam communication round the 

Island - - - - 1,154 _ 1,154 — 
Steam communication with America 4,029 3,926 103 — 
Stationery for public departments - _- 9 — 9 
Public plantations and gardens - 5,456 5,567 — 111 
Public library and museum - 87 746 133 = 
Public works - - - 73,210 67,438 varie) — 
Lighthouses - - - 1,253 1,290 — 37 
Parochial expenditure - - 2,058 2,218 — 155 
Subsidy to West India and Panama 

Telegraph Company —_- - 2,000 2,000 — — 
Maintenance of Jamaica Railway - 12,491 17,393 — 4,902 
Civil Service Commission - 310 — 310 — 
Registrar-General’s Department - 2990 3,388 _ 393 
Island Record Office - - 886 963 —_ a7 
Government Printing Department 7,916 7,739 177 — 

= ane 18,119 15,790 
477,935 | 475,606 2,329 o 
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Increase. | Decrease. 


a | 1880-81. | 1879-80. 


Expenditure from appropriated 


Revenues. £ £ £ z 
Parochial roads - - - 41,457 40,330 1,127 — 
Kingston streets - - - 279 306 —_ 27 
Parochial municipal objects - 5,505 7,312 . -- 1,807 
Relief of the poor - - 86,141 28,646 7,495 — 
Sanitary appropriation - - 2,753 2,947 — 194 
Fire appropriation- «= - - 1,405 1,494 —_ 89 
Gas appropriation, Kingsto - 3,046 2,142 904 —_ 
At = 9,526 2,117 
90,586 83,177 7,409 a 
Total expenditure from appro- 
priated revenues- - - 90,586 83,177 7,409 — 
Total immigration expenditure - 31,545 30,578 967 — 
Total general expenditure - | 477,935 475,606 2,329 — 
Expenditure out of Loans raised for 
the purpose. 
Jamaica railway - ~ - 76,499 90,325 — 13,826 
Jamaica Telegraphs - - 2,869 7,893 -— 5,024 


10,705 . 18,850 


679,434 687,579 — 8,145 
Disbursements other than Expen- 
diture. 
Sinking funds - - -| 18,210 18,019 191 — 
Redemption of debt - - 9,387 10,487 _— 1,100 
Excess of withdrawals over deposits} 11,832 50,430 — 88,598 
Grand total disbursements - | 718,863 | 766,515 191 47,843 


The total general expenditure, it will be noticed, shows a slight 
decrease on that of the preceding year. The principal items 
causing this are interest on debt (3,592/.), the amount paid on 
account of which was reduced in consequence of the transfer 
to England for investment of savings bank deposits, and of a 
smaller amount being thus required as the payment from the 
general revenue of interest on the uninvested deposits of the 
bank ; administrative departments (1,200/.), due to ordinary fluc- 
tuation; ecclesiastical (1,705/), due to the operation of disestablish- 
ment, vacancies not now being filled up; constabulary (2,175), 
the expenditure having been unusually large in the previous year 
owing to the purchase of rifles and accoutrements; maintenance 
of Jamaica Railway (4,902/.), for which credit may be claimed for 
improved management. On the other hand there were increases 
under telegraphs, due to the extension of the service; for the new 
services of census and steam communication round the Island; 
and under public works for the repair of cyclone damages, which 
were entirely defrayed out of the current revenues or this and the 


previous year, 
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Under expenditure from appropriated revenues there appear 
considerable increases under parochial roads and under relief of 
the poor. 


Pensions. 


During the year 14 pensions, amounting in all to 1,7771. 14s. 2d., 
were granted on the principles of the Imperial Superannuation 
Acts and Treasury Rules, in consequence of the retirement from 
office on the unavoidable grounds of either old age or ill-health 
permanently incapacitating the holder from the performance of his 
duties; the list has been on the other hand relieved by the death 
of six pensioners to the extent of 746/. 14s. 


Debt. 


A further and final instalment of 25,0002, on account of the 
railway purchase and reconstruction loan under Law 12 of 1879, 
was raised during this year, as well as 200,000/. of the loan on 
account of the extensions to Porus and Ewarton. A further sum 
of 5861. 13s. 4d., required to cover the final expenditure in con- 
nexion with the completion of the circuit of inland telegraphs was 
also bortowed from the Government Savings Bank, a debenture 
under the Law 1 of 1879 being assigned as security. 

The inland telegraphic communication has thus been secured 
for 15,0002. 

No further amounts were raised during the year on account of 
any special local services. 

During the year 9,887/. of debt were paid off, of which 500/. 
for Kingston Streets Reconstruction of 1864 were from special 
revenues appropriated to the purpose under 28 Vict. c. 24., and 
9,3871. for immigration were from general revenue. The net 
amount of debt was further reduced by accretions to sinking 
funds to the amount of 18,6192. 

The public debt directly secured on the general revenue, 
which was 757,316/. at the end of 1866, stood as follows on the 
30th September in each of the last 10 years after making allow- 
ance in each year for the sinking funds actually invested for the 
eventual redemption of debt. 


x 2548. Eg a 
1872 -, 641,542 -1D° 3 1877 - 485,107 11 5 
1873 + 554,492 18 11 1878 - 641,644 10 9 
1874 - 539,108 8 2 1879 - 718,608 11 11 
1875 - 548,024 3 7 1880 - 721,481 6 8 
1876 =~ §01,413 8 5 1881 - 920,924 19 4 


The large increases in 1878 and 1879 were on account of the 
transfer of the immigration debt and of the acquisition of the 
railway respectively, while the increase in the year now under 
review is due to the large instalment raised on account of railway 


extension. 
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In addition to the debt shown in the above statement there are 
the following loans raised for special objects, and although 
guaranteed by the general revenue, secured primarily on the 
special revenues of the several undertakings. 


£ 
Rio Cobre canal = - - - - 126,500 
Kingston and Liguanea waterworks - - 98,200 
Kingston markets - - - - 20,000 
Kingston gasworks - - - - 30,000 
Kingston slaughter-house - - - 10,000 


In none of these cases has it yet been found -practicable to 
make from the special revenues any provision for the repayment 
of capital, while in regard to Rio Cobre Irrigation Canal loan 
the general revenue was called upon under its guarantee to pay 
8,717/. during the year as the deficiency of receipts against in- 
terest on loan and working expenses. 

The arrangements under Law 19 of 1880 have not come into 
operation during the year under review, but they will, when com- 
pleted, relieve the general and appropriated revenues of annual 
provision probably to the extent of over 1,400J. 


Legislative Council. 


This Council met on the 2nd of November 1880, and was 
prorogued on the 8th of March 1881, having during that period 
passed 32 Laws and held 26 sittings. 

The Council was increased in number to 18 by the addition 
of one official and one unofficial member. Dr. Mosse, C.B., the 
Superintending Medical Officer, was appointed to one seat and 
Mr. William Kerr to the other. 

The body lost by death during the year two unofficial members 
in Messrs. Henry Westmorland and H. F. Colthirst. 

The vacancy caused by the death of the former was filled by 
the appointment of Mr. George Henderson; no appointment 
has yet been made tv the last vacant seat. 


Civil Establishment. 


The following changes tock place during the year among the 
district court judges :— 

Mr. E. ‘T. Smith, a stipendiary magistrate in British Guiana, 
was appointed by the Secretary of State to a district court 
judgeship in this Island in a vacancy created by the transfer of 
Mr. F. C. Williams to be a puisne judge in Natal, and was 
appointed to the eastern district, Mr. Ernst was transferred to the 
northern district court in the place of Mr. Williams. 

Captain Portlock Dadson, who assumed office as Superintendent 
of the Government Reformatory in December 1877 resigned the, 
appointment and was succeeded by Mr. Thomas Mair of the 
Kibble Reformatory in Scotland. 
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Captain O’Brien, R.E., assumed in October the duties of 
Deputy Director of Roads in place of Major Ferguson, who had 
resigned. | 

Mr. Payne Gallwey was transferred to employment in the 
Railway Extension Works, and was succeeded as engineer of the 
eastern district by Mr. Dodd, who had been for some years an 
assistant to the Government Surveyor. Mr. J. G. Doorly relieved 
Mr. Tilley as engineer of the northern district. 

Mr. Capper was appointed Inspector of Schools in the room of 
Mr. John Savage, who retired on a pension after a long and 
important service. 

No other vacancy in the higher offices occurred during the 
year. 


Main Roads and Public Works. 


From the report of the Director of Roads it appears that the 
main roads and bridges were in generally very good order at the 
close of the year, and that no unusual damage was done during 
the year. The cost of their maintenance was 23,9981, while the 
expenditure for the new works on them was 3,030/. 2s. 9d. 

The expenditure on the roads of the Kingston district was 
largely increased to the extent of 2,300/. in excess of the ordinary 
maintenance charge in consequence of the employment during 
the early part of the year of over 300 hands on “relief work,” 
rendered necesssary to the people in consequence of the long 
continued drought. Including this extra charge, however, the 
cost of maintenance of roads and bridges per mile was 321. 12s. 6d., 
a reduction of 7/, 7s. on the rate of the previous year, which was, 
however, an extreme one, in consequence of the floods of October 
1879 and the cyclone of August 1880. 

Among the new works carried out by the department during 
the year may be mentioned the completion of the important road 
across the middle of the Island from Chapeltown to Cave Valley 
referred to in the report of 1880, with the exception of the 
girder bridge at Greenock, which has not yet arrived from 
England. This direct communication between the parishes of 
Clarendon and St. Ann’s passes through fertile and thickly 
populated districts, and has the prospective advantage of becoming 
a feeder of one of the projected extensions of railway which will 
run past four paths in the lowlands of Clarendon and on the line 
of main road of which this new communication is a continuation. 
Three new iron girder bridges have been erected, one over the 
Horse Savanna River in St. Thomas to replace the one destroyed 
by the flood in June 1880, and the others across the Smithfield 
River in Westmoreland and the Hope River on the road to the 
military cantonment at Newcastle respectively. 

Other improvements of a permanent character, such as the 
widening of roads in hilly places, the building of culverts and 
retaining walls, have been carried out. 

A sum of 12,8281, 3s. 2d. has been expended in the maintenance 
of existing public buildings, and 17,4210. 2s, 4d. in the construc- 
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tion of new buildings. The maintenance consisted of repairs to 
such of the churches for the upkeep of which Government is still 
responsible, court houses and public offices, prisons, reformatories, 
and police stations, hospitals and asylums. In addition to these 
services the repairing of damages done by the cyclone of August 
1880 were completed at the entire charge of the current revenues 
of 1881 and the previous year. 

Among the more important new works carried out may be 
noticed the following :— 

The new hospital at the general penitentiary has been almost 
completed, and another range of cells well advanced. 

The lazaretto at Green Bay has been completed, and has been 
in occupation for purposes of quarantine. It is now a commodious 
and convenient quarantine station, and has been provided at a 
final cost of 6,785/. The former station was at the buildings in 
the Apostles battery, the occupation of which was resumed by the 
military authorities for the purposes of the recent fortification 
works, 

A large additional building has been erected at the Government 
printing office, and a new gas engine and additional printing 
machinery have been erected and set to work there. 

The new reformatory for girls at “ Admiral’s Pen,” near 
Kingston, was nearly finished, and, at the time of writing this 
report, has been handed over as completed and is in occupation. 

At the lunatic asylum a range of single rooms has been com- 
pleted in the kitchen court. 

Several police stations have been built or reconstructed. 

A court house and police station with lock up, Out-buildings 
and tank, have been in construction at Manhead in Manchester, 
and are now nearly complete. 

The public general hospitals at Montego Bay, Saint Ann’g, 
Bay, Port Maria, Linstead,‘and Dry River, and the lepers’ home, 
near Spanish Town, have been added to and improved. 

The department of public works has also executed services for 
the Parochial Boards of several parishes, such as the erection of 
bridges, and a market at Half-way Tree, and the preparation of 
reports on proposed buildings and extensions and improvements. 


The Irrigation Works. 


This undertaking has been efficiently worked at a total cost 
of 2,117/ 13s. lld. against a revenue actually received of 
2,239/. 11s. 10d. out of an earning of 2,586/. 14s, 2d., but it is 
stated that considerable payments of arrears have since been 
made, ‘The payment of interest on the capital cost of the works 
has, as is stated elsewhere in this report, still formed a consider- 
able charge on the general revenues, The director of roads 
states: “ ‘he demand for water for irrigation purposes continues 
“‘ to increase very slowly. I have still under consideration a 
“‘ scheme for the re-adjustment of the rates with a view of en- 
“* deavouring to encourage a larger use of the water.” 
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It is to be regretted, and not in the interests of the undertaking 
alone, that only about 2,000 acres of land are irrigated in the large 
plain through which the canal flows out of an estimated area of 
about 43,000 acres which could profitably be watered. A project 
which is now being discussed under promising auspices, for the 
establishment as a private undertaking of a central factory for the 
manufacture of sugar from the canes of peasant cultivators on 
lands which may be irrigated by these works, may, as is intended, 
serve the double object of contributing to the financial success of 
the works and of bettering the more humble class of proprietors, 
besides being the commercial success which appears to have been 
obtained in some other places in the West Indies with similar 
undertakings. 


The Spanish Town Waterworks have remained under the con- 
trol of the department, and the director of roads reports that the 
works have now been entirely completed at an actual cost (in- 
cluding purchase of the old works at a cost of 2,205L) of 8,696/. 
The actual cost of the working and maintenance of the works has 
been 2201. 14s. 3d. the gross revenue 1,159/. 16s. 2d, deducting 
871, 10s. belonging to the previous year, and the cost of working 
a net sum of 851J. 11s. 1d. was received, or nearly 10 per cent. 
on the amount of capital. This water supply was provided at so 
low a cost compared with the numbers supplied and paying rates 
therefor in consequence of the close proximity of the Rio Cobre 
from which the supply was drawn. 


Lands. 


Operations have been taken under the 184th section of Law 22 
of 1874 and possession obtained from squatters of 740 acres of 
land in the parishes of Saint Mary and Hanover and of certain 
foot land in the towns of Port Antonio and Savanna la Mar leading 


to the ejectment of five persons. 


Several properties which have falien into the possession of 
Government were leased out during the year, including the large 
estates of Thetford in Saint Catherine (3,378 acres) and Golden 
Vale in Portland (3,491 acres), the former of which has since been 
sold at auction. Besides this run of land there have been but 
small sales of land. Since the close of the year to which this 
report refers some lots of Crown land at high elevation have been 
sold at auction on very easy terms with the view of securing 
either their application to cultivation, or their resumption by the 
Crown in default of such cultivation. It is thus hoped, with con- 
siderable promise of success, to stimulate the cultivation of 
cinchona which has proved to be so remunerative, notwithstand- 
ing the several years during which it is necessary to wait for a 


first crop. 
No lands have been escheated during the year. 
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Railways. 


The working of the existing short line of railway between 
Kingston and Old Harbour with the small branch to Angels (251 
miles in all) shows a gross revenue of 22,7131. 2s, 2d., and gross ex- 
penditure of 12,7741. 7s. 3d., leaving a net return of 9,9381. 13s. 11d, 
This result is less by 4,3112 7s. 6d. than the net receipts of last 
year, but exceeds those of the year before by 1,898/. 0s. 5d. We 
have not far to seek for this reduction, when it is considered that 
all branches of trade and commerce in the Island have materially 
suffered during the past year. As an instance directly bearing 
upon the point it may be noted that the quantity of fish stuffs 
imported into the port of Kingston for that period was 1,894,705 Ibs. 
less than in 1879-80. Much of the goods traffic receipts of that 
year was derived from the carriage of fish stuffs which are im- 
ported from North America into Kingston, the chief port of entry 
on the south side of the Island, and thence find their way into the 
interior to supply the small country retail shops. Bad crops and 
the low price of coffee and logwood are said also very materially 
to have affected both the passenger and goods return. 

The passenger traffic during the year was made up of 129,196 
passengers conveyed by rail and compared with previous years as 
follows :— 


en eg ee! 
a | Ist Class. | 2nd Class. 3rd Class. Season Tickets. 
1880-81 5 10,024 13,719 97,673 7,780 
1879-80 - 9,250 15,880 119,937 8,220 
1878 - - 7,373 15,033 96,499 3,450 


The improvement in the railway carriages is no doubt the cause 
of the increase of 774 first-class passengers over the number carried 
last year and of 2,651 over those of the year before. In fact the 
journey by rail is now smoothly performed in comfortable carriages, 
whilst before the recent alterations and improvements there was 
not such inducement to leave the road to which the travelling 
community had been so long accustomed. The decrease in the 
number of third-class passengers is another indication of the tem. 
porary want of prosperity among the lower classes which so much 
affected the year’s revenue. 

The working expenses show a decrease of 2,751, 1s. 11d. against 
the like last year, the figures being respectively 15,1442. 13s, 8d. 
and 12,3932. 11s. 9d.; a large part of this reduction js due to the 
saving in locomotive expenses. The working expenses and the 
gross receipts per train mile were respectively 4s, 10d.° 35 and 
8s. 7d.* 63, and the former bear a proportion to the latter of 56°31 
per centum, The reconstruction and renewal of the line has 
been pushed on during this year. 
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JAMAICA. Railway Extensions. 


Up to the 30th September 1881 these extension works were 
carried on by the Government pending the completion of an 
agreement with contractors which was under consideration. The 
extensions are those from Old Harbour to Porus in Manchester 
parish, a distance of 244 miles, and from the Angels to Ewarton 
in Saint Catherine’s parish, a distance of 14; miles. On the 
former branch 1,317 hands were employed during the last month 
of the year under review, and a total expenditure incurred on 
labour, exclusive of any plant, to 30th September 1881 of 
14,4027. 12s. 10d. On the Ewarton branch 1,250 hands were 
employed at the same time, and a total expenditure to the same 
date incurred of 20,335/.; but this sum included the following 


sums :— 
£ ss d. 
Reconstruction of Angels Branch - 3,599 6 8 
Kingston Station - - - 3,398 12 1 
6,997 18 9 


The services for which these sums are charged were included 
in the estimate of the Ewarton extension. 

On the Porus extension the chief engineer reported that the 
cleared land was up to the 18th mile and the fencing was completed 
up to the third mile, and was in progress at various points up to 
the 10th mile. All the cuttings and banks up to the 13th mile 
were in progress. The commencement of laying the permanent 
way was deferred until after the October seasons. 

Of the Ewarton extension the same officer reported that the 
land had been cleared to the ninth mile and the fencing completed 
up to the 33 miles. All the cuttings and banks up to the 84 mile 
were in progress. At this point the channel of the Rio Cobre 
had been considerably widened and platforms made for mixing 
the concrete for the retaining wall of the railway. ‘The rails had 
been laid and the road lifted and ballasted up to the third mile, 
and this work was being continued. 


Telegraphs, Inland. 


The telegraphic circuit of the Island has been completed during 
the year 1880-81, and at the close of the year there were 33 
stations open, comprising one head station in the chief town of 
each parish, except St. Andrew’s (the vicinity of which to Kingston 
rendered telegraphic communication unnecessary at the time), and 
out-stations tapping important districts. 

Four out-stations, which were not self-supporting, were closed 
during the year, no guarantee against loss being forthcoming, but 
one was re-opened on the necessary guarantee being afterwards 
furnished by residents in the neighbourhood interested in pre- 
serving the convenience, The cost of maintaining these stations 
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is only 401. each per annum, and to residents in the locality the 
benefits to be derived from telegraphic communication with other 
parts of the Island should far outweigh the small risk of guarantee 
involved. ‘That this fact is already realised in many parts of the 
Colony is one of the many signs of the appreciation with which 
the introduction here of the electric telegraph has becn regarded. 

The total number of messages sent and received during the 
year was 46,859, producing a revenue of 2,592/. 10s. ayainst an 
expenditure of 3,276/. 1s. 103d, which includes, however, sums 
amounting to at least 236/. 4s. 1d. chargeable to capital account, 
and a further sum of 150/. paid as bonuses to telegraph operators 
who have perfected themselves in the use of the instrument 
previous to final appointment. The financial results of the system 
considering that all the stations have not been in existence during 
the whole year must be regarded as satisfactory. 

In the current year since the close of that under review the 
receipts are steadily increasing and are quite equalling the working 
expenses. The general revenue might well always pay the 
interest on the capital cost of 15,0002. in consideration of the 
convenience of the institution for public purposes, but I anticipate 
that in a few years the gross receipts will be sufficient to cover the 
interest and sinking fund for the redemption of the capital, and 
that the telegraph to some slight extent will become a source of 
receipts in aid of revenue. 


District Courts. 


The business transacted in each of the last 10 years is shown in 
the following summary :— 


— | 1872. | 1873. | 1874. | 1875. | 1876. | 1877. | 1878. | 1879. | 1880, | 1881. 
Criminal trials - | 2,437 | 2,679 | 8,210 | 8,545 | 3,862 3,707 | 4,054 | 8,519 | 8,197 | 4,372 
Small causes - | 7,396 | 8,050 | 7,982 | 8,581 | 9,446 | 9,212 | 9,616 | 7,704 | 7,652 | 7,779 
Judgment sum- | | 

monses = eas 843 | 1,897 | 1,511 1,736 | 1,670 | 1,579 | 1,592 | 1,692 | 1,514 
Equity cases - 15 13 7 5 6 | Sia, SL) eye. as 19 
Cases under Land | | | 

Law - - | 485 241 228 1838 309 | 222 163 | 104 | 126 159 
Bankruptcy cases 5 8 6 4 1 Bg ee bre) 5 il 8 il 
Probatecases -| 81/ 29} 2] 89/ 62) 93] 94] 102; 109] 147 

| £ £ £ | & £ | £ £ £ | £ £ 
Amount claimed - | 89,896 | 41,148 50,3825 | 52,093 | 56,490 60,894 | 63,300 | 51,510 47,408 | 54,736 
Judgment obtained | 15,770 19,878 | 25,778 | 26,048 | 27,970 , 80,976 32,348 | 28,479 | 31,056 30,747 
Costs - - - | 8,493 | 3,810 | 4,212 | 5812) 4,052 5,531 | 5,626! 4,952 | 4,057 | 5,351 
Court fees - 4 4,432 | 4,600 | 4,721 | 4,994 5,597 | 5,436 | 5,401 | 4,707 | 4184 | 4,588 


There were six appeals from the decisions of these courts during 
the year, four being in civil and two in criminal cases. In two 
cases judgment was reversed, in one the convictions were quashed, 
one appeal was dismissed, and in two cases the judgments of the 
district courts were affirmed. 

The decrease in the numbers of criminal trials and “small causes” 
cases since 1878 in these courts had engaged attention during the 
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year in connexion with the periodical returns made to Govern- 
ment, and the judges of two districts, on being referred to, 
attributed it to areal diminution of graver crime, many of the 
criminal class having emigrated to the canal works on the Isthmus, 
to a less tendency to litigation, and to a greater and wholesome 
reluctance to giving credit.in small shop transaction. 

The criminal trials have again indeed risen in the year under 
review to a greater number than in any of the previous 10, but 
this is entirely attributable to the late temporary prevalence of 
cases of petty pradial larceny of which the district courts have 
special cognizance. The current year shows great diminution. 


Botanical Gardens and Government Plantations. 


During the year the usual operations of the department have 
been carried on with regularity, and seem to have largely ac- 
complished their chief aim in bringing into notice the nature and 
character of the valuable natural resources of the Colony and in 
fostering and promoting any well directed efforts to render them. 
useful. 

New importations of plants and seeds contributed in exchange, 
and otherwise, have been repeated, and besides these there have 
been gifts of seeds and rare plants from some members of the 
community, 

Additions to the departmental library by gift and purchase, the 
gratuitous carriage of plants by the Atlas Company and by the 
Government railway, and the now apparenily established annual 
horticultural exhibitions are recognised by the director as 
valuable aids to him in his work. 

The distributions of the department both gratuitously and on 
nominal payments have been large, consisting for the most part 
of valuable plants of economic value, such as Liberian coffee, 
cacao, nutmegs, &c. &c., and seeds of cinchona, ornamental and 


timber trees, &c. 
Plants for gardens have also been supplied in considerable 


numbers. 

It is noticed this year as a novel feature that much activity is 
now displayed by the. humbler classes to obtain new plants for 
cultivation. Perhaps this may be regarded as the effect of freer 
communication between the people and the dissemination of 
information regarding these new products. 

In evidence of the practical usefulness of the department as a 
means of distribution of plants it may be stated that during the 
past year the following plants, &c. were among others sent out 
op payment :— 

Eighty-four ounces of seed, 330,000 seedlings, and 50,000 
plants of cinchona, 40,000 plants of the best Trinidad cacao, 
Liberian coffee, selected oranges, nutmeg, East Indian mangoes, 
cardamons, vanilla, clove, cinnamon, pine apple suckers, and 
newly imported sugar canes. 
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These were mainly distributed from Casileton gardens and 
Hope plantation. Notwithstanding the fact that certain prices 
are now charged for plants with the view of their being more 
valued and taken care of by the recipients, the number of plants 
distributed is steadily increasing, and the receipts for such sales 
during the past year amounted 7002. The total.sales, including 
cinchona, amounted, to nearly 3,4001, while the cost of the whole 
department was estimated at 5,4310. for the year. 


Cinchona Plantations. 


The buildings destroyed by the cyclone of 1880 have been 
substantially repaired and two rooms erected at the same time 
for storing bark and for extra barrack accommodation. 

Special attention has been directed to the establishment of 
suitable nurseries on each of the plantations from which to supply 
plants for distribution elsewhere and for planting out on the 
plantations. These nurseries contained at the time of the annual 
report the following comparatively large number of plants :— 


C. officinalis - ~ - 155,000 
Var. do. writusinga - - 2,000 
C. hybrid - - - 8,000 
C. calisaya ~ - 5,000 
C. sucirubra ~ - 3,000 
C. ledgeriana - - 5,000 


Making a total of plants 178,000 


The operations on the plantations have consisted for the most 

part of weeding and cleaning plants established in 1879 and 1880 
and supplying vacancies. One small plantation of about 10 
acres was up-rooted and coppiced and the up-rooted portion 
cleaned, trenched, and re-planted with the hybrid variety, with the 
results so far of fully justifying a formerly expressed opinion of the 
director that lands from which crops of cinchona have been taken 
wili, if properly treated, be quite capable of producing subsequent 
crops of the same plant. ‘lhe coppiced stumps are said to be 
doing well, they are about 18 months old, 4 feet high, and in 
strong health. The Bellevue plantation is being out-planted 
with the best kind of cinchona to replace C. succirubra which 
was planted out four or five years ago but has not thriven in- that 
particular locality. The director remarks in connexion with this 
plantation as follows :—- 
“ Among the new species already established are 1,485 plants 
of C. ledgeriana raised from seed received from Ceylon; 7,534 
plants, C. calisaya of the Jamaica plantations determined by 
“ Mr. John Eliot Howard, F’.R.S.; 11,678 C. officinalis, var. 
writusinga from the Government plantations, Southern India : 
** and 3,500 of C. officinalis stated by Mr. Howard to be the 
Colorado de Loxa of Spanish commerce. The total number 
“ of plants put out being 24,197.” 
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JAMAICA. The other plantations are in good order and well established 
aa Seed of the C. officinalis is produced in large quantities, more 
than sufficient to meet local demands and enough for the wants of 

any intending planters. 


Seed of the other varieties are not so plentiful, but supplies are 
received from abroad. 


The director states that “the chief event of the past year in 
“ connexion with the cinchona plantations has been the successful 
“ introduction on a large scale of the valuable cinchona ledgeriana, 
« which is admittedly the most precious of all the known species 
“ of cinchona.” An expectation is expressed that before the end 
of the year following that under report this description will be 
largely established. 


Only one shipment of bark was made during the year, viz., 
14,397 lbs. of dried bark, which realised prices varying from 
7s. 8d. for trunk bark, to 1s. 6d. for twig bark. The net result 
of the shipment was 2,675. 6s. 9d. Cinchona cultivation is being 
embarked on already to some extent by private persons; and, 
as facilities are now given for the acquisition of some runs of 
Government land on favourable conditions which are intended to 
secure either the proper application of the land or its resumption 
by the Crown, and as the supply of seeds and plants, especially of 
the valuable Crown bark (officinalis) is stated to be adequate to 
any demands, it may reasonably be expected to extend itself 
considerably in a short time. 


The weather observatory established at the cinchona plantation 
at an elevation of 4,900 feet is believed to be one of the highest 
stations in the British Colonies, and it is intended to work it in 
connexion with the meteorological stations already established by 
Mr. Maxwell Hall in the Colony under the auspices and with the 
aid of the Colonial Government. A tropical rain-gauge and self- 
registering maximum and minimum thermometers have also been 
placed on the Blue Mountain ridge at an elevation of 6,000 feet 
and readings taken three times a week. 


The average readings at 7 a.m. and 3 p.m. of the barometer at 
the cinchona plantation are 25°350, the average annual tempera- 
ture 63° Fab., the average annual rainfall (on readings for 9 
years) 124 inches. 


The trial crop of jalap harvested in the year consisted of about 
3,400 Ibs. of green tubers yielding 1,077 lbs. cured jalap. This 
drug grows luxuriantly and almost wild, and the chief difficulty 
is in its careful drying and curing, the results of experiments and 
experience in which are given in the director’s annual report, 
Two small shipments were made to the London market and one 
to New York, with the result that the former netted 63d. and 7d. 
per pound, and the latter 7id. Further efforts will be made this 
year, and Hamburg has been suggested as a better market still. 
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The experiment, so far, has not paid its way, the expenses being 
471, and the net proceeds only 28. 


The Parade Garden in Kingston has been well kept up, and 
affords relaxation to the inhabitants which is greatly appreciated. 
Some of the trees have now attained a considerable size ; a trained 
European gardener has been placed in charge with a view of 
rendering this garden more useful as a model of ornamental 
cultivation and a centre for the diffusion of useful and decorative 
plants easily accessible to visitors and within reach of the shipping 
and other carriage facilities which Kingston possesses. 


The yield of the Palisadoes plantation was much affected by 
the effects of the cyclone in August 1880. The trees yielded, 
however, 75,000 nuts, which were sold for 250/. 2s. Upon these 
results of the experiment for the utilization of otherwise waste 
lands, the director bases some calculations which seem conclusively 
to prove how very profitable the cultivation of the cocoanut would 
prove to anyone desirous of embarking in the business. A trial 
in the shipment of copra has shown that it would be a profitable 
industry, when the price of cocoanuts is below 40s. per thousand. 


At the Hope plantation the nurseries for the propagation and 
distribution of economic plants, including trees and sugar canes, 
have been maintained at a cost within the receipts obtained for 
plants sold.. A valuable addition has been made in securing for 
the use of the gardens the overflow water from the Kingston and 
Liguanea Waterworks, which is expected to be, except in severe 
drought, 52,000 gallons a day. 


The old Botanic Garden at Bath, 42 miles from Kingston, has 
also received some attention with the view of increasing its use- 
fulness. 


The gardens at King’s House have been placed under the con- 
trol of the director with a view to their being made useful so far 
as possible for the benefit of the public in addition to their primary 
intention as ornamental grounds surrounding to the Governor's 
residence. 


Attention has been directed to the question of forest conserva- 
tion and rebotsement, to which important end legislation will 
probably be necessary. 


In all branches of this department the interest and energy of 
the director have been unremitting, and it is thought, not without 
appreciation, by the community. 


Education, 


To use the words of the chief inspector of schools, the returns 
of the work of the educational department for the year “show a 
“ retrogression in educational work, not only unprecedented but 
“ greater than the advance in any year since the introduction of 
« the present system.” 
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The principal results of the inspection of the schools throughout 
the Colony during the year will be seen in the following return :— 


Pp t 8 g g Grant 
Pupile- |5 ShCemveses i. re ole aan] ond biel 
Schools On | average | averase! Go| 2 | w s __in aid 
Year. |. attendance n g - including 
inspected.| Books. bo ofnumber| 4 | 8 q@ | -3 © | Building 
~* |on Books.| § ro) 5 Py 3 Grants. 
2-i\ziela| 3 
Sob Rove } eos 
£ 
1880 - 681 56,382 32,871 58°30 70 238 | 337 | 17 19 20,493 
1881 - 687 48,960 26,649 54°41 52 195 | S84] 11 86 17,547 


The chief inspector ascribes this retrogression in the apparent 
results of educational work of the Colony to the after effects of 
the cyclone of 1880, and the prolonged drought and consequent 
distress which prevailed during the first half of 1881, which “ not 
‘* only greatly diminished the number of pupils on the books and 
“ in average attendance, but from the irregularity which they 
‘ caused in the attendance of individual children prevented the 
* quality of the work done from reaching so high a standard as in 
‘“¢ the previous years.” 

In the western parishes not visited by the calamities referred 
to some retrogression was also observed and some other than the 
exceptional causes referred to must have had their share in pro- 
ducing it. What these may be is not definitely stated, although 
it is ascribed by some of the inspectors and others of experience 
to a growing disinclination of parents to send their children to 
school. This was certainly not the conviction of men of large 
experience buat a few years ago, and nothing is put forward as a 
reason why the disinclination should have arisen and be developing 
itself. In the report of the Commissioners appointed to inquire 
into the condition of the juvenile population in 1877, the Com- 
missioners while recommending the introduction of a system of 
compulsory education observed that “ the respectable part of the 
“ people exhibit a fair inclination to secure education for their 
“ children,” and in noticing the condition of education in the 
Island they observed, “ amongst the more respectable classes, and 
* particularly amongst those who come within the range of religious 
“ influences, the duty is very fairly recognized.” From the 
experience of every day life in the Colony since that report, it 
must be judged (without direct evidence to the contrary) that the 
benefits of education are as much appreciated now as then by the 
mass of the people, and that exceptional causes which have tem- 
porarily affected their prosperity to a more or less degree have 
also bad effect on the attendance of the children. 

The chief inspector complains of the low character of our third- 
class schools, and ascribes it to the utter incompetence for the 
most part of the teachers. This difficulty has confronted every 
effort to extend education in this Island, and although training 


aa 
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colleges have been for some years at work it will be long before 
a sufficient number of properly trained teachers will be available 
for the elementary schools. Small remuneration is the chief 
reason commonly given for the inferior class of men to be obtained 
as teachers, but as Mr. Capper points out, a first-class teacher can 
obtain from the grant and fees alone over 60/. a year. This is 
very fair remuneration for four days’ work in’ the week, and it 
does not seem therefore that the reason given is the right one. - It 
is more probable that the educational advantages of which the 
present class of teachers could avail themselves in the past is not 
up to the standard of preseni requirements. In fact, that the 
teachers of a superior class are not to be found in the Colony. 
Since the close of the year under report a scheme has been adopted 
for the examination of teachers and for the granting of Govern- 
ment certificates with a small annual payment by way of premium. 


As bearing upon the character of the teachers it is much to be 
regretted that the falsification of registers should be so much 
resorted to. It is,as is pointed out in Mr, Cappev’s report, a 
great temptation to a poor teacher to falsify his register so as to 
obtain a larger capitation grant, and he strongly supports a 
recommendation of an assistant inspector to the various religious 
denominations to adopt the system of the Moravians and make 
the salary of their teachers independent of the amount of the 
capitation grant. 


The question of school fees is still a difficult one, for so many 
of the people object to pay them, being under the impression that 
Government pay the teachers, and then if the teacher insists upon 
payment the child is withdrawn. Some systematic action on the 
part of all the teachers in this matter and the advice of their 
ministers to the people would go far to overcome this difficulty 
which is after all not universal. In the report of the Com- 
missioners to inquire into the condition of the juvenile 
population (to which reference has already been made) it is stated 
that parents had shown a disposition to recognize the obligation 
to pay for their children’s schooling, and mainly on that ground 
they recommended that an education tax should be imposed 
rather than that free education should be given. Free or com- 
pulsory education would, however, be very expensive, and an 
education tax is therefore an indispensable necessity to any such 
system, while it may not be sufficiently considered that its adoption 
would largely involve the withdrawal of the valuable, voluntary, 
effective aid given by ministers of religion as managers of schools 
under the existing system. 

A change which must be of great convenience to the teachers 
has this year been made in the mode of paying the annual grants. 
Advances to managers are now made quarterly instead of half 
yearly. 

Although the work being done in the lower schools generally 
is not spoken of by the inspectors as of such value as might be, it 
is gratifying to hear that many of onr first-class schools are doing 
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excellent work under zealous managers and teachers with gratify- 
ing results. 

That there is a very great deal yet to be done to improve the 
elementary schools of the Colony cannot be gainsaid, but having 
regard to the material to be worked upon in the shape of incom- 
petent teachers, and children of parents for several generations 
neglected, and to the time within which any real attempt has been 
made to establish a general system of education, very fair progress 
has been made. Any passer-by of to-day contrasting his ex- 
periences with those of twenty years ago cannot fail to admit that 
the education of the people has greatly improved. 


Immigration. 


During the year under review only one ship with Hast Indian 
immigrants arrived in the Colony, bringing 504 souls, equal to 
469 statute adults, who arrived in the “ Howrah” from Calcutta 
on the 8th June 1881. After the usual examination by a medical 
board, those of the immigrants who were passed as fit for agri- 
cultural labour were allotted to estates in the parishes of St. Mary, 
Clarendon, Manchester, St. Elizabeth, and Westmoreland. 

One return vessel, the “ Syria,” was despatched on the 22nd 
July 1881 for Calcutta with the following number of time-expired 
immigrants :— 


219 men. 
96 women. 
46 boys. 
34 girls. 

8 infants. 


mal 


403 souls, equal to 355 statute adults. 


Bills on India, amounting to 7,3482, 11s. 4d. were drawn on 
account of deposits made by these people, and it is reported that 
they were as usual possessed of considerable quantities of gold and 
silver jewellery, besides having with them a large sum in sovereigns, 
on which they no doubt intended to obtain the high premium 
which gold bears in India, 

Although the mortality in the year was at the rate of 3°78 as 
against 2° 34 during the previous year, the increase is attribu- 
table chiefly to what it may be hoped were only temporary 
causes, the year having apparently been an exceptionally un- 
healthy one. 

The protector in his report draws attention to the continued 
prosperity of the Immigration Fund notwithstanding the very 
depressed state of the sugar industry and consequent falling off 
in the export duties on sugar and rum. But as a matter of fact 
one short crop is no evidence of permanent depression, and the 
crop of the current year 1882 is admitted to be the largest ob- 
tained for 30 or 40 years. The Immigration Fund derived from 
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export duties is of course accumulating while the importations of 
immigrants have much diminished, and the cost of these is chiefly 
defrayed from advances from the savings bank. All the hospital 
expenses formerly defrayed from the fund now fall on the general 
revenue. 

There were in the Colony on the 30th September 1881 the 
following number of East Indian immigrants :— 


Serving under indenture - - - 2,073 
Over five, and under ten years’ residence - 4,845 
Over ten - - “ - - 7,486 

Total - - 14,404 


There were no applications for immigrants in the year under 
review. 


Government Savings Bank. 


_ The number of depositors and amount of deposits in the bank 
in each of the last 10 years are shown below :— 


Se CTR cae en A teh he as = Aline Mn aiid LA ole 


Year. Number of Depositors. Amount of Deposits. 
FARE cri dan oT A Ea aa NL Re SS eee 
£ 
1872 3,396 142,240 
1873 3,962 158,933 
1874 4,582 179,176 
1875 5,061 228,028 
1876 5,431 243,171 
1877 5,756 253,983 
1878 6,002 273,620 
1879 6,341 294,589 
1880 7,297 333,970 
1881 7,970 342,339 


a A ere Sees eR rN Event EP EC led 0 ee 
In the above amounts are included eight deposit accounts for 
the following public funds :-— 


£ 
Immigration colonization fund - - 11,754 
Immigration return passage fund - - 6,643 
Constabulary reward fund = - - - 5,288 
Constabulary pension fund - - - 15,465 
Sinking funds - - - - 33,287 
Smith and Beckford’s charity - - 2,146 


There were further 151 accounts for trusts, charities, chancery 
suits, administrator general and bankrupt estates amounting to a 
total deposit of 31,7277. 

The remaining 7,811 depositors of 236,0281 are all ordinary 
savings bank accounts. Of the 7,970 deposit accounts, 7,197 
did not exceed 1002, and 4,142 did not exceed 52 Among the 
depositors were 456 coolies with deposits amounting to 11,4912 

Of the deposits at 30th September 1881 201,932/. were 
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Jamaica. invested in Island Debentures, 99,229/. were invested in Three Per 
eat Cent. Consols and in Colonial securities other than those of 
Jamaica, 14,595/. were applied to the discount of the notes of em- 
ployers, given to meet the cost of introduction of indentured im- 
migrants, and the balance of 25,512/. was the Treasury debt to 
the bank. At the date of this report, under the operation of Law 
19 of 1880, the investments in Jamaica securities have been en- 
tirely transferred to those of Consols and other Colonies’ securities. 
During the year 2,717 accounts were opened and 2,044 closed, 
and the transactions were represented by 14,279 deposits amount- 
ing to 159,076/, and by 17,225 withdrawals of 158,9012. The 
increase in the amount of withdrawals may fairly be attributed to 
the reduction of the rate of interest, from 4 to 3 per cent., which 
took effect on Ist April 1831, and which led to the withdrawal of 
sums, not really savings, that had been deposited merely as a 
means of investment and to amounts not legitimately belonging 
to savings bank transactions. It is known that several large 
withdrawals which were made were re-invested in some Colonial 
debentures locally offered at the time. 
The expenses of management and the interest credited to de- 
positors was 13,356/. against a revenue for investment of deposits 
15,5251. leaving a difference in favour of the bank of 2,1697. 


Trade. 
The value of the imports in each of the last 10 years has been as 
follows :— 
£ £ 
1871-72 - 1,559,602 1876-77 - 1,552,339 
1872-73 - 1,733,121 1877-78 - 1,492,722 
1873-74  - 1,762,817 1878-79 - 1,347,342 
1874-75  - 1,759,942 1879-80 - 1,475,197 
1875-76 - 1,700,254 1880-81 - 1,392,669 


thus showing a falling off of 82,5287 in the year under report, 
of which 72,4412, was on dutiable and 10,0872 on free goods. 
The decreases occur principally under the following articles :-— 
Ale, 6,3951; beef, wet salted, 3,767/.; candles, composition, 
1,4042; candles, tallow, 701/.; cheese, 1,1267; cotton manufac- 
tures, 112,033/.; fish, dried or salted, 16,873/ ; herrings pickled, 
5,9574, ; hardware, 12,7457.; haberdashery and millinery, 18,2941. ; 
leather, including boots, 12,273¢.; mackerel, 2,149/.; pork, wet 
salted, 5,682/.; river, 6,9642.; soap, 10,016J.; spirits, 1,335/. ; 
wines, 11,248/.; wood, white pine, 6,433/.; and in unenumerated 
articles, 11,0487. While there are increases under bread and 
biscuit, 4,304/.; butter, 4,9562; corn, 3,3672; flour, 48,8742. ; 
groceries, 5,078/. ; meal, 28,895/.; peas and beans, 2,709/. ; 
salt, 3,946; oils, 9,1742 ; and steam engines, 17,9071. 


These differences’ indicate the failure of native provisions, and 
the want of purchasing power of the mass elsewhere referred to. 
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The following table, showing the value of the articles imported 
which were freed from duty in 1867, is given in continuation 
of similar tables in previous reports :— 
shai a Melati tal te 9 Lake a gas en eS eat ee inet 


\ 

1871- | 1872- | 1873- | 1874- | 1875- | 1876- | 1877- | 1878- | 1879- | 1880- 

72. 78. 74, 75. 76. 77. 78. | 79. 80. | 81. 
ee ees eee 

i \ | 
248 £ £2 | 2 £ £ £ £ | £ 

Steam engines - | 14,033 | 28,603 | 11,485 | 18,152 | 15,360 | 14,735 | 8,857 : 7,306] 2,802 20,709 
Mills - + | 21,644 | 13,804 | 10,219 | 5,803 | 5,128 | 1,643 | 2,115 | 5,724} 2,661 | 1,702 


Other machinery - | 5,165] 9,149 | 5,026 | 11,331 | 2,434 11,443 | 38,118 | 3,402 3,323 | 5,075 


Pans for boiling | 6,052 | 4,603 | 2,839 | 8,649 | 1,318 | 2,184 | 2,488 | 2,194 6,182 | 1,190 

sugar. | 
Pipes for fluids  - | 1,801 | 19,687 1,801 | 1,830 | 1,955 | 3,755 | 2,095 | 1,193 1,435 | 1,534 
Stills - - | 1,906 | 6,076 | 8,986 | 6,848 | 3,153 | 1,619 | 1,880! 433 696 | 5,217 


Shooks of all sorts - | 16,743 | 17,051 | 17,070 | 20,299 | 15,845 14,545 | 11,761 | 7,460 8,488 | 4,370 


Staves - —-| 7,945 | 5,205 |15,207 |21,650 |11,816 19,503 | 6,040 | 4,524 | 10,519 | 3,299 
Wood hoops - | 2,653 | 1,856 1322 | 2,192 | 1,609' 1,447] 2,066 | 1,643] 1,919] 756 
Iron, galvanized -| 5,666 | 6,971 | 5,339 | 5,746! 4,533. 3,259 | 2,229! 2,007| 974] 5,156 
» other manu-| 56] — * me Ab Ringed tend -e  emieaell eon 
factures. en | 
Miscellaneous — = | 5,867 | 5,248 | 3,559 | 3,050] 3,872. 5,651 | 3,730 | 4,902 | 4,502 | 7443 


-—_——-] — — | — -—_——— | - 


et | ee 


89,031 |118,248 | 78,815 100,550 67,028 |79,734 46,750 40,798 64,885 | 61,415 


The value of the exports in each of the last 10 years is shown 
below : — 


Values. 


EEE 


Of British, Foreign 
Of Produce and and other Colonial 


Manufacture of the Pootine and Total. 
Colony, Manufactures. 
£ £ £ 
1870-71 1,196,532 52,153 1,248,685 
1871-72 1,348,858 69,585 1,418,443 
1872-73 1,144,173 81,838 1,226,011 
1873-74 1,369,507 72,573 1,442,080 
1874-75 1,359,868 50,616 1,410,484 
1875-76 1,440,131 76,884 1,517,015 
1876-77 1,419,625 39,004 1,458,669 
1877-78 1,175,145 35,560 1,210,705 
1878-79 1,262,869 94,702 1,357,571 
1879-80 1,427,144 85,834 1,512,978 
1880-81 1,104,407 74,187 1,178,594 


Here again a considerable decrease appears in the year under 
report, the total value of the exports being in fact less than in an 
other year in the decade and 334,384. less than the valve of 
those in the year immediately preceding. Decreases appear 
under all the principal items of export, viz. :—-Sugar, 160,9231 ; 
rum, 34,686/.; coffee, 23,3381; logwood, 29,185/.; pimento, 
57,7271. ; bananas, 15,8917. ; cocoanuts, 11,6927. ; cocoa, 9,043. ; 
ginger, 6,6487. While there are increases under cattle, 2,6101 ; 
oranges, 8,395/.; limejuice, 2,6127; walking sticks, 2,483/.; 
cigars, 8,699/.; tobacco leaf, 1,2447, While the decrease in value 
of total exports has been 22 per centum, in sugar the per-centage 
of loss has been 34, in rum 16, in coffee 9, in logwood 18, and in 
pimento 39, showing the short crops of the larger staples. 
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JAMAICA. The quantities exported of the principal staples for the last 

aor 10 years are shown in the following table :— 
Exports. | 1871-72. | 1879-73,| 1978-74, 1974-76.| 1875-76. | 1876-77. [1877-78 1878-79 1879-80 1880-81. 
addi MMO Rene 8 SS ais eae St et a lee ee gab oa el pt 
-Sugar - oo. hhds. | 35,353 | 28,428 28,398] 27,847 | 29,074] 380,569} 26,066] 29,151) 82,117/ 21,056 
Rum + - phns.| 20,113 | 16,584] 19,350] 21,359 | 29,048} 20,648 | 18,115] 18,792] 18,586) 19,952 
Coffee- = _Ibs: |9,510,789 |7,190,144 |10,311,427/7,186,307 [8,649,049 |9,582,887 |9,411,662}10,882, 127]10,188,807 9,846,096 


Pimento - Tbs. [5,140,898 |6,024,551 | 5,762,256|6,440,040 |4,474,690 |6,670,608 |6,195,109] 5,881,1'76|10,215,479/6,058,264 


Dyewoods — fustic 
and logwood - tons 80,699 52,952 65,241] 84,528 77,229 47,697 36,070) 58,658 48,024] 45,459 


Ginger - Ibs. | 590,766 | 815,659 | 1,181,'789]1,490,845 |1,613,764 |1,097,863 | 908,603] 769,636] 889,847] 781,494 
Arrowroot - Ilbs,} 13,193 2,470 1,636} 21,983 | 21,152 3,514 | 4,599 7,982} 4,480) 1,888 


The value of the cinchona bark exported was 4,650/. against 
7,302. in the year before. This is principally the produce of the 
Government plantation, and is dealt with under the heading of 
this report relating to that department. 

A statement of the value of the fruit exported is shown 


below :— 
= 
1871-72 - - - 6,190 
1872-73 - - =. i TB 
1873-74 - - - 10,397 
1874-75 - - - 20,526 
1875-76 - - - 22,350 
1876-77 - - - 39,451 
ere - 40,157 
1878-79 - i - 51,295 
1879-80 - - - 61,295 
1880-81 - - - 44,216 


The damage done by the cyclone of August 1880 and by the 

following drought to the banana and cocoanut trees in the 
parishes of Portland and St. Mary, which are the chief fruit 
growing districts, will more than account for the arrest of the 
increase of these products in the year under report. 
_ As showing the increase in the trade with the United States, 
which the frequent and regular communication between the 
two countries fosters, it may be mentioned in continuation of 
the remarks on the subject in last year’s report that the per- 
centage of the total imports from the United Kingdom and the 
States has stood as follows in each of the last five years :— 


ol 


— 1876-77. 1877-78. | 1878-79. | 1879-80. | 1880-81. 
United Kingdom - ‘54 51° 51: 53° 46° 
United States - 29° 81: 31° $2: 89: 


Canada 4 é 12° 14: 14: 12° 10° 
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While the exports in same period were distributed thus :— 
nN ra sr re Mv ginne SPE eure SY Wl 0 ro) CMT a SE 
1876-77. | 1877-78. | 1878-79. | 1879-80. | 1880-81. 
Sn ele en) Pre Saas SOR Beet ial COS) |, 


United King dum - 79° 79° 73° 67° 66° 
United States - 15: 14: 15° 20° 19° 
Canada - - 05 06 }: 5° 6° 


The transfer of the carrying trade from sailing vessels to 
steamers is illustrated by the following figures of tonnage: — 


ae 1876-77. 1880-81. 
Sail ‘ . “ a 125,710 90,889 
Steam - - - - 223,584 305,822 

Totals M 349,294 396,417 


The totals had increased by only 13 per centum, while the 
increase in steam tonnage was 36. 
The proportions of the nationalities of all vessels were :— 


———s 1876-77. 1880-81. 
Per cent. Per cent. 
United Kingdom - : - 69 81 
British Colonies - - - 5 4 
United States - - - if 6 
Foreign - - - - 18 8 
Agriculture. 


The total area of land upon which property tax was paid in 
1880-81 was 1,805,895 acres out of a computed total acreage in 
the Island of 2,710,625 acres, from which may probably be fairly 
deducted 356,828 acres as consisting chiefly of swamps, rocks, and 
inaccessible land which still remains unpatented. 

The collections of the tax this year show a decrease of 112,878 
acres as compared with last year’s collection. In making such a 
comparison, the depression of the year, especially in agriculture, 
must be kept in view, and doubtless much of it will be gathered in 
eventually, probably a large portion will have been already col- 
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lected in the current year as “arrears.” Of that decrease 97,043 
acres were in unprofitable lands in wood and “ruinate,” and the 
remainder under the following principal heads of cultivation :— 


Acres. 
Canes - - - - 3,443 
Coffee - - - - 2,403 
Ground provisions - - - 7,085 


While there appear increases of 606 acres in the comparatively 
cultivated Guinea grass lands, and 6,356 acres of pasture on which 
the valuable pimento tree is grown, the common pasture showing 
a decrease of 7,887 acres. ‘The minor products still occupy too 
small acreages to allow the tax-collecting returns to be a safe 
guide of their progress. 

With regard to the decreases under the heads of cane and coffee, 
the Collector General remarks that they “‘ may be partially attri- 
“ buted to lateness of payments by small settlers (which will be 
“ brought to account as arrears during the current year), and to 
“ the abandonment of a few small estates”’ The former cause 
without doubt accounts for the apparent decrease under coffee. 
So far from there being a decrease it is notorious that the culti- 
vation is being extended, especially of the Liberian variety. As 
regards the cane, it is a hopeful feature that in the year following 
that under report the crop is generally stated to be the largest 

roduced for many years. 

The Ccllector of Manchester, accounting for a decrease of 611 
acres of coffee in his parish, states: “Decrease attributable chiefly 
to arrears, that will progressively be brought in.” 

The Collector of St. Andrew states that the decrease in his 
parish of 601 acres “is attributable to the fact that many persons 
“ who paid their taxes during the year 1879-80 have not done so 
* for the year 1880-81, owing to the protracted drought which 
followed the cyclone and continued throughout the year, thereby 
“ causing serious loss to the growers of coffee.” 

These explanations from parishes in which coffee is largely pro- 
duced bear out the assertion that there has been no real decrease 
in coffee cultivation. 

The export of the berry during the year has been above the 
average of the preceding nine years, although 3,061 cwt. below 
the exportations of last year. A temporary discouraging factor 
may be in the low price lately ruling for coffee of the inferior 
description, which is produced by the small settler, and which 
there is not sufficient effort to improve by better cultivation, and 
still more important, by better curing and by some sorting. 

The Collector-General in his report expresses a fear that the 
cultivation of ginger, for which this Colony has enjoyed, and 
rightly so, some small celebrity, is ‘becoming extinct, as the 
“quantity exported decreases annually,” but although the export 
in the year 1880-81 is lower by 982 cwt. than in 1879-80, it is 
more by 92 cwt. than in the year 1878-79. In the decade the 


HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 45 


average exportation has been 9,051 ewt., and in 1880-81 the export 
was 6,963 cwt. 

In accounting for the decrease in the cultivation of ginger, the 
Collector of Manchester (where ginger is chiefly grown) states: 
“The cultivation of ginger is confined to high lands in the 
“northern district. The soil being at present worn out will 
“ require a few years rest prior to resumption of culture.” And 
the Collector of Westmoreland, in one district of which parish a 
considerable cultivation was carried on, ascribes the decrease to 
the fact that “for the past four or five years the corps have so 
“* materially failed as to dishearten the cultivators.” 


Upon the other hand the returns show an increase of 12 acres 
in cultivation in Trelawny. | 

The cultivation of tobacco has increased during the year, as has 
been observed, by 116 acres; and the exports of unmanufactured 
tobacco were 77,007 lbs. in 1880-81 against 35,271 lbs. the year 
before. The larger portion goes to the German market. Cigars 
of native manufacture were exported to the extent of 25,928 lbs., 
against 9,826 in 1879-80, being the largest export in any year 
since the experiment of tobacco cultivation may be said to have been 
first fairly tried in Jamaica in 1872. The Jamaica cigars of 
certain brands have now made a name for themselves in the 
English market. In the Colony they are almost universally 
smoked, and their manufacture in Kingston alone gives employment 
to a large number of men, foreigners and natives. A “Jamaica 
“* ‘Tobacco Manufacturing Company ” is in existence, with planta- 
tions in Clarendon parish and a depdt in Kingston. 


The cultivation of cacoa is assuming a position, the importance 
or evidence of which is not indicated by the property tax returns, 
probably for the reason that this plant in its younger growth 
requires the shade of, and is grown along with, some other cultiva- 
tion under whose headings it is returned by the Collectors. It is 
a tree which from circumstances suffered considerably from the 
cyclone of August 1880, and would take quite 18 months to re- 
cover itself. Consequently in the year under review the export 
of this article, which had steadily been increasing for several years, 
fell to nearly one. fifth of what it had been in 1879-80. ‘Tt is, 
however, known that the cultivation is really being very largely 
extended, and the Director of Plantations is himself aware of some 
500 acres so planted, while from the returns of property tax paid 
there appears to be only 26 acres in cacoa, owing to the fact 
already mentioned of the cacoa being cultivated along with other 
produce under which the land is returned for fiscal purpuses. 
Mr. Morris’s successful visit to Trinidad, with the view of acquir- 
ing some practical knowledge of the cultivation and treatment of 
the cacoa, and the popular lecture which he subsequently gave 
and published, have doubtless given an impetus to the attention 
tothis minor product, which may reasonably be expected to recover 
the importance as an export held by it in years now long gone 
past. 
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The production of fruit, as has been before observed in past 
reports, must be judged by the exports, and not by the area under 
cultivation, which is not shown in the returns. The quantities of 
the fruit most in demand, exported during the last two years, are 
as follows :— 


Pe eS Ses er ce Ne EE es Cen ae i 


Quantities. Value. 

1879--80. ~ 1880-81. 1879-80. 1880-81. 

RIAs SR ne SS ee eS nnn ee Aenea 
£ £ 

Cocoanuts - No. 6,315,475 2,560,534 20,525 8,833 
Bananas - Bunches 440,642 217,592 38,556 22,665 
Oranges - - No. | 14,609,489 | 23,626,209 11,687 20,082 
Pineapples - - Doz. 3,480 5,586 522 698 


20 Ne ie NS ee 


These figures show a large falling off in cocoanuts and bananas, 
attributable to the cyclone on the 18th August 1880, which 
levelled the banana fields, and uprooted thousands of bearing 
cocoanut trees. There was not time before the end of the 
financial year 1881 for the banana trade to right itself in com- 
parison with the previous year, but after the cyclone the planters 
were not discouraged, and at once set about replanting. The 
banana, the crop of which matures in 12 or 15 months, has quite 
recovered at the time of reporting, while it is generally admitted 
that the effects of such a cyclone on the cocoanut tree are felt for 
two or three years. 

The export of oranges, however, has increased greatly, and the 
demand on the Government gardens for seedlings is very large, 
showing a constantly*increasing cultivation. 

The chief orange district of the Island, Manchester, scarcely 
suffered from the cyclone, and in the other districts where oranges 
are largely grown the worst disaster was the destruction of the 
young fruit, hence the year’s export did not suffer in consequence 
of that disaster to any extent. 

The export of pineapples increased by 2,106 doz. over 1879-80, 
but there is room for a great expansion of this branch of the fruit 
trade, if more attention were given to it. It is unfortunate that a 
company formed some time ago for “canning” thése and other 
native fruits should have had but a brief existence. Fairly 
worked such an enterprise ought to prove remunerative. 

The favourable returns obtained from the Government cinchona 
plantations have induced many gentlemen of means to embark in 
the speculation of growing bark. Several lots of virgin land in 
the High Blue mountains which had been forfeited to Government 
have been sold at a small upset price per acre, upon conditions as 
to the area to be planted within a given period, and the roads to 
be made to give access to the lands. 
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Tor the greater part of the year the Island suffered from 
drought, which told severely on the food of the people, the yam 
crop almost failed and preedial larceny became vere rife. 


Police. 


The strength of the Jamaica constabulary on the 30th Septem- 
ber 1881 stood as under :— 


1 Inspector-General. 
21 officers, 
689 sub-officers and men. 


To this force were attached 12 orderly horses, besides 33 horses 
belonging to the inspecters, and three to the depét staff, for which 
forage is allowed; and an allowance of 6s. 8d. a month, which is 
considered sufficient in most country parts to obtain pasturage is 
made to 100 constables who own horses and regularly use them 
for actual police purposes. | 

The rural police on the same date numbered 189 men, only one 
parish (Kingston not being in consideration), St. Andrew’s, being 
without a contingent of this valuable auxiliary force which is 
allotted to parishes in numbers proportionate to the area, 

The following table epitomizes the services performed by the 
constabulary during the year :—- 


Search warrants executed - - 161 
Apprehensions on warrant - - 2,734 
> on information and on view _— 8,967 
Persons summoned - - - 9,145 
» subpoenaed - - - 14,700 
Prisoners escorted - - - 20,541 
Revenue seizures - - - 994. 
Post-mortem examinations ordered - 596 


Besides these duties there were of course the ordinary routine 
of court and patrol duty. . 

The state of crime is shown in the returns furnished by the 
Inspector-General for 1880-81, in comparison with the two 
previous years, as follows :-— 


SP, a iT iA SRR bn Ta 4 


Pees 1878-79. 1879-80. | 1880-81. 

Offences against the person - - 4,849 4,921 4,323 
és » property with violence - 169 197 280 

= ss » without violence 8,625 3,848 7,300 
Malicious offences against property - 319 182 196 
Forgery and offences against the currency 25 18 . 98 
Other offences - - - - 8,145 8,320 8,097 


Under the head of “ offences against property without violence ” 
is included “ predial larceny,” for which ¢rime 3,460 persons 
were brought before the courts, and 1,873 convicted. 
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This class of crime considerably increased in the year under 
review. In 1879-80 the number of convictions was 1,466 as 
against 1,317 in 1878-79. The severe drought following upon 
the cyclone of August 1880 caused a great scarcity of provisions 
in many parishes of the Island, and one of its consequences was 
the larceny of growing crops; which continued until the Island 
was blessed with its usual “season” rains and the crops then in 
the ground and afterwards -planted had time to mature. Now 
that the effects of these causes have wholly passed away the crime 
has most sensibly decreased; and at the time of writing it may be 
said from the periodical returns transmitted to the Secretary of 
State to have returned to its ordinary rate, which is not so high 
as in some other Colonies, While on this subject it should be 
remarked that petty thefts of fruit, canes, &c. growing on the 
road side or on land scarcely protected from the stretching forth 
of a hand and frequently remote from the dwelling and from the 
surveillance of any one, come under the category of “ predial 
larceny,” an imposing title for a crime ranking in degree with 
the theft of a turnip or an apple summarily punished every 
day in England before a bench of magistrates but here reserved 
for the jurisdiction of districts courts with all the formalities of 
an indictment and subjecting the offender to corporal punishment. 
It is not urged that this class of crime can be otherwise than 
detrimental to the productive power of the Colony if prevalent 
to very large extent, but it is a fact that a great hue and cry 
is raised over an offence which must always be more or less 
common in a Colony like this with large runs of unenclosed 
lands, lands unwatched and unenclosed securely even when cul- 
tivated; and when statistics are quoted to show how largely it 
has increased in any given time it does not seem to occur to any 
one to inquire into the amount stolen in most cases or the ex- 
ceptional causes which make the theft at the time more noticeable, 
as in the case of the year under review, where drought followed 
hurricane and caused extreme scarcity of the people’s native food. 

A considerable decrease appears under the head of “ offences 
against the person” as compared with the two preceding years; 
and these (4,323) consist largely (3,483) of “common assault,” 
cutting and wounding claiming 292 cases and resistance to the 
authority of police constables 294. 

It is much to be regretted that the crime of feloniously wound- 
ing horses and cattle is again becoming prevalent in St. Mary’s 
parish; and this class of crime is very difficult to trace and is 
generally attributable to motives of revenge for some direct or 
indirect supposed or actual injury. In this respect being not 
unlike the analogous class of offences in Ireland. During the 
year there were in the whole Island 42 persons indicted for the 
offence, of whom 18 only were convicted and 2 cases remained 
over for adjudication. 

The police appear from the Inspector-General’s annual report 
and statistics to have discharged their duties with commendable 
zeal and with considerable success, and to have endeavoured to 
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enforce the provisions of special enactments, such as the laws 
against gambling, and false weights and measures. 

The habitual criminals are regularly reported and are said to 
be, as a rule, conducting themselves well. However this may be 
it appears by the returns that 242 re-convictions took place during 
the year. 

The provisions of the vaccination law have not been neglected 
by the constabulary, the rural police receiving a small per caput 
allowance for every child brought by them to the public vaccinator. 
In Kingston 505 children were warned and the parents (it may 
be presumed in many cases for fear of the vigilance thus displayed) 
voluntarily brought 305 to be vaccinated; 63 persons were brought 
before the courts in the several parishes of the Island for non- 
compliance with the law. 

The Contagious Diseases Law has been worked, where in 
operation in the localities frequented by soldiers and at the naval 
station at Port Royal, to an apparently proper extent and with 
as much success as social circumstances can reasonably permit. 

The water police of Kingston continue to do good service 
in protecting the wharves and warehouses from plunder, and also 
assist the customs officers in the prevention of smuggling. 


Prisons. 


On the 30th of September 1881 the number of prisoners in 
custody in all the gaols and prisons of this Island was 1,212, as 
compared with 1,128 prisoners at the corresponding date last year, 
being an increase of 84 over the number of last year and 30 over 
the average of the five preceding years. 

The increases in the numbers of prisoners were largest among 
the short sentences ijn the district prisons of St. Catherine, Falmouth, 
and Montego Bay, cause by the numerous convictions for predial 
larceny which occurred during the year in the districts from which 
these prisons receive committals. 

The labour pursued in the general penitentiary is of a remunera- 
tive rather than a punitive character. There isa treadmill in 
daily use, but the majority of the male prisoners are employed in 
quarrying, stone cutting, brickmaking, lime burning, &c., 

The female prisoners wash clothes for the institution and for 
the Royal Mail Company, and public hospital, lock hospital, &c. 

The total earnings from these sources were 5,088/. 12s. 3d., ex- 
clusive of a large amount of labour done for the benefit of the 
institution in the way of erecting separate cell within the prison, 
&c., and also of labour to the extent of 1,1920. 2s. 6d. in value 
given to the Imperial Government on the defence works at Rocky 
Point and Port Royal. 

The cost of the penitentiary to the 30th September 1881 (ex- 
cluding 1,4662. 0s. 5d. for labour charges) has been 13,8097. 11s, 8d. 
The daily average number of prisoners was 586. Gross cost of 
each prisoner per annum 23/. 11s. 3d, ‘802, or 15d. "495 per 
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diem. Net cost after deducting earnings was 171. 7s. 8d. "146 
a decrease of 17s. 10d. °037 on the previous year. 

In four of the district prisons shot drill is the only penal labour 
enforced, and in two of these only to a limited extent. The 
prisoners in all the district prisons and short term prisons are em- 
ployed in breaking stones, repairing roads, and sweeping streets, 
Se. 

The gross expenditure of the gaols, district and short term prisons, 
to the end of the year (exclusive of 941. 2s. 8d. labour charges) 
was 9,461/. 10s. 4d., and the gross earnings 1,693/. 10s. 7d. 

The average net cost per head per diem has been 6d." 678, but 
the variation is striking, from 9d.°619 in one prison to 3d.° 085 in 
another. This is ascribed to peculiar local circumstances affecting 
each case. 

In the general penitentiary the surgeon reports the mortality 
in 1880-81 as the highest during the last 22 years, with the 
exception of that in which the epidemic of pneumonia occurred. 
The fact has formed the subject of special inquiry. 

The class of prisoners admitted was, however, very bad, 22°40 
per cent. of the males and 18°25 per cent of the females were 
found on admission to be diseased. 

Malarial fevers and bowel complaints were the most prevalent 
diseases. 

The death rate in the prison, calculated on the daily average 
number in custody, was 59°72 per 1,000. 

The sanitary state of all the district and short term prisons 
was good, except the St. Catherine district prison, in which 
dysentery and pneumonia prevailed to a large extent. 


Vital Statistics. 


The result of the census taken in April 1881 has been to show 
that the annual increase of population since the previous census 
in 1871, which was estimated to give a population in 1878 (the 
first year of registration) of 558,256, was a fairly correct one, as 
the actual increase from 1871 has been proved as 74,650, 7jths of 
which added to the population of 506,154 in 1871 would return 
the population in 1878 as 558,409.“ The base of calculation,” 
the Registrar-General observes, “ of birth and death rates in 
«¢ previous reports is thus proved to have been so far correct 
«© that it will be unnecessary to recalculate the past rates in the 
“ light of information given by the 1881 census.” 

In April 1881 the decennial census of the population was taken. 
The total population enumerated was 580,804, including military 
and naval forces and merchant seamen in the several harbours 
and roadsteads of the Island, an increase since last census of 
74,650 or 14°7. The increases have been greatest in the parishes 
of Manchester, St. Elizabeth, and Westmoreland, where the popu- 
lation has risen per cent. 24°4, 20°3, and 20°1 respectively. The 
parishes of St. Thomas and St. Mary have increased least, 3°8 and 
8°7 respectively. The other parishes range between 10 and 17 
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per cent. The proportion of the sexes is about equal all over 
the Island in the increases. 


The density of the population is about 138 persons to each 
square mile. As observed in the report on the census by the 
Registrar-General “ the population of the Island is not distributed 
“in uniform density. The inhabitants are partly massed in 
towns; about one eighth are so living; part are congregated 
more widely in country villages and settlements, while on 
“* every side there are large tracts of country but very sparsely 
* inhabited.’ 


The following is the classification of races: — 


c¢ 


ee 


n 


Per-centage of 

White ts - - 7,637 6,795 14,432 2°48 
Coloured -~ - - 51,293 58,653 109,946 18°93 
Black - - - 216,452 227,734 444,186 76°48 
East Indian - < - 6,941 4,075 11,016 1°90 
Chinese - - - 80 19 99 “02 
Not stated - - = 554 571 1,125 19 

100°00 


As a matter of course the information regarding colour cannot 
be altogether relied upon. 


The number of married persons has been returned at 107,844. 
It appears that there were 144,868 males of 20 years of age and 
upwards, and of these 53,635 or 37 per cent. were married. 


Taking the females over 15 years of age it is found that they 
numbered 186,168, and of these 54,209 or 29°1 per cent. were 
married. 


As regards the progress of education (although not directly 
connected with the heading of this paragraph, it is here introduced 
as arising out of a consideration of the results of the census), the 
following figures show favourably for the condition of the Island 
in 1881 as compared with it in previous census years of 1861 and 
1871. 


Centesimal pro- 


Attending | Able to read | Able to read portion of persons 


School. and write. only. aaah. above 5 years 
of age. 
1861 -]| 33,521 50,726 68,333 119,059 31°3 
1871 -]| 40,610 71,074 81,398 152,472 35°0 
1881 -| 67,402 115,418 115,750 231,168 45°7 
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The number of infirm returned was as understated :— 


Deaf se : - 1,545 
Dumb - - - = 328 
Blind - “ “ - 1,116 
Insane - - - - *866 


Having thus referred to the information concerning the inhabi- 
tants of the Island acquired in the taking of the census, the 
Registrar-General’s report for the past year is reverted to. 

It appears that 21,340 births and 15,125 deaths were registered 
during the year, being a decrease of 27 on the previous year. 

The birth rate was 36°7 per 1,000 population for the whole 
Island. Of the several parishes St. Elizabeth yielded the highest 
rate (42°9) and Kingston the lowest (30°6), which was also the 
case in the previous year. 

Illegitimate births number 12,332, representing a proportion of 
57°7 per cent. of the total births, This is slightly under the 
returns of the two preceding years. . 

It is pointed out by the Registrar-General that the annual in- 
crease of population as shown in this and preceding years is not 
so large as the average counted on between the census of 1871 
and that of 1881, but he inclines to the belief that it is mainly 
caused by non-registration of some births, and owing to the cir- 
cumstances of the Colony, and of the people, this cannot at all 
events at present be overcome. ‘The registration of deaths is be- 
lieved to be pretty nearly well carried out. Taking all things 
into consideration the work of registration during the three years 
it has been in force may be regarded as satisfactory. 

The rates of increase of population in the last three years 
were :— 


1878-79. 1879-80. | 1880-81. 
M. | F. | Total. M. | F. | Total. | M. | BY Total. 
0°52 | 0°50 B02 0°59 | 0°53 Li 0°58 | 0:54 1°07 


2,178 marriages were celebrated during the year. The rate is 
still exceedingly low, being for the year only 3°7 per 1,000 per- 
sons living; and the number of marriages this year shows a decrease 
which is attributed to the industrial and agricultural depression, 
so often alluded to in the course of this Blue Book Report. It 
may also in some measure be attributed to the emigration of 
labourers to foreign parts. 

Marriage with civil form is not, and will never be, entertained 
here with any favour. There were only 16 marriages contracted 


* Of these 372 were in the asylum, 


HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 53 


in this manner during the year. To the negro mind the mar- 
riage ceremony is not of much account, unless celebrated in a 
church and surrounded with some amount of display, often en- 
tirely out of proportion to the position. and circumstances of the 
parties. 


19 marriages were contracted when one or other of the in- 
dividuals was in “ articulo mortis.” Out of 2,178 marriages 999 
bridegrooms and 1,456 brides signed the register by making a 
“ mark,” 


15,125 deaths were registered during the year, equal to 26°0 
per 1,000 of the population for the whole Island, the rate for the 
previous year was 27° 0. 


Kingston, St. Thomas, St. Andrew, and St. Catherine were 
above the average rate, being 38°8, 31-6, 31°2, 28°1 respec- 
tively. It would be unfair to omit to notice that there are large 
public institutions in Kingston and in St. Catlierine which no 
doubt unduly swell the list. Manchester, St. Ann, and St. Eliza- 
beth gives the best sanitary record, and they are notoriously the 
healthiest in the island, with gradations of climate to a high 
elevation above the sea. 


In 9 out of the 14 parishes the heaviest mortality prevailed in 
the March quarter. As I observed last year the fact is not con- 
sistent with a prevalent supposition that the cool months must be 
the healthiest. 


It is sad to find that infant mortality still remains high, The 
total death rate in those under five years of age was 38° 6 per 
cent. of the year’s whole death roll. I have already, in last year’s 
report, mentioned the causes which I think induce this sad result. 
I must repeat that the want of skilful midwives, and neglect of 
children, in the early years of infancy, are the causes of the 
mischief, 


It is often said here by persons acquainted with the subject 
that the ordinary diseases of children appear here in a much 
milder form than in Europe, and that up to a certain age they 
thrive much better. Even in England and Wales where the 
drawbacks mentioned are not present the death rate at similar 
periods of child-life appear very litile less than it is here. 


The absence of certificates of the cause of death in nearly 84 
per cent. of the total deaths shows the absence of medical atten- 
dance, which has been often a subject of controversy. The 
Registrar-General viewing it more in the light of its effect on the 
statistics of his department calls serious attention to it; buta 
remedy is impossible, without the aid of the people themselves, As 
the number of medical men is limited in proportion to the num- 
ber of the population, and their districts large, the absence of 
medical aid must in many cases be unavoidable, even though in 
some it is to be laid to the charge of neglect on the part of the 
patient or his friends. 
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The classification of the diseases which terminated fatally 
is thus given for the last three years in the Registrar-General’s 
report:— 


ee | 1878-79. | 1879-80. | 1880-81. 
Class I.—Zymotic - - - 2T°1 40°2 89°9 
Class II.—Constitutional - - 13°7 12°9 14°4 
Class III.—Local - - - 20°7 21:4 23°0 
Class IV.—Developmental - - 23°3 15°6 14°5 
Class V.—Violence - - - 2°0 2°1 1:9 
Not ascertained - - “ 14:2 7°8 6°3 


100°0 100°0 100°0 


In the first class there was one case (an infant) reported non- 
medically, and by an illiterate person, as small-pox, but it is 
thought highly probable that it was not so, but some other eruptive 
disease not contagious. 

Whooping-cough, which had prevailed in 1879-80 in an epi- 
demic form, had expended itself towards the close of the year 
1881. 

There was a large increase in dysentery and diarrhcea, probably 
due to the straits for food to which a portion of the people were 
put. 

Only two cases of yellow fever occurred, For three years past 
the mortality from this disease has been— 


1878-79 - a“ ‘ . eat 
1879-80 - 3 é z ie. 
1880-81 - : . s Eve 


A competent authority ascribes this good result to an effective 
quarantine ; whether this be so or not, this disease has not been 
known here in an epidemic form for very many years. It is 
hoped that the evil reputation of the Colony for this scourge will 
depart with the defective sanitary arrangements which fostered 
the disease in former years in the camps and on board H.M. 
ships, as well as in the humbler walks of civil life. 

The majority of deaths was from fever (undistinguished), viz., 
2,419 cases. Under this name is classed by the less educated any 
disease which is attended by fever. Of course there are other 
cases of true country fever, which is very prevalent in some 
marshy districts. All these cases, with a few exceptions, were 
not medically certified, and no further explanation can be obtained. 

Phthisis or pulmonary consumption was, as in the previous 
years, a very fruitful cause of death, 1,071 cases occurred in 
1880-81. 

The habits of the people and their natural want of stamina 
(induced perhaps by their diet) contribute entirely to the existence 
of this disease to any extent. On the contrary, this Island is very 
highly recommended by medical men as a health resort for 
patients with pulmonary complaints in the earlier stages of 
disease. 
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Vaccination appears to have been carried out even in excess 
of the birth rate during the year, and the returns must, as the 
Registrar-General suggests, include the arrearages of previous 
years. A great aid in the work is a quarterly return of births 
made by the registrar to the medical officers of their respective 
districts. 

General. 


The course of trade has been duil, but towards the close of the 
year signs of improvement were manifest. A protracted drought 
following on the cyclone of August 1880 impoverished the 
peasantry in many districts of the Island, and left them in some 
cases scarcely enough for the necessaries of life. There can be 
no doubt that many were reduced to great straits. In consequence 
of the drought many estates curtailed their cultivation, and con- 
sequently the demand for labour was much restricted. 

The parochial authorities were compelled to endeavour with 
the aid of the Government to furnish such employment as they 
had it in their power to afford. 

An exodus has taken place during the year, and still continues, 
of labourers who go to Colon and the Panama Canal works, and 
to other places on the South American continent. 

These people are allured by the promise of a large money wage, 
“a dollar a day,” as is temptingly set forth in posters about the 
streets, but from some of those who have been induced to leave 
Jarnaica the accounts of their experiences are very disappointing, 
and should suggest to others that the peasantry of this Colony 
are upon the whole much better off at home than in places where 
they lie at the mercy of their employers, denied in many cases 
the enforcement of their just rights, and left when ill to die in 
the streets of the town, as often happens at Colon. Nor does 
this state of things affect the labour only, for this Government is 
put to large expenses for the relief, burial, or return to the Colony 
of any native whose case comes before the British consular autho- 
rities. . And, moreover, many of those who return are so broken 
down by Chagres fever and other disorders that they become a 
burden upon the community and the poor rates, At the same 
time it seems beyond question that many not specially robust and 
exceptionally strong labourers do return with savings and very 
favourable accounts of their fortunes which keep up the temptation 
to emigrate, and do themselves return to the Isthmus after having 
had ample opportunity for testing the disadvantages of the proceed- 
ing. The emigration continues and is likely to increase so long as 
sufficient demand does not exist within the Colony at remunerative 
rates for the labour supply, notwithstanding that the contractors 
for the railway works afford employment for more than 3,000. 

A contract was entered into in December 1880 with the Atlas 
Steam Ship Company for running a steamer from port to port 
round the Island. Theservice was commenced in March following 
as a weekly service on a fixed itinerary, but this has subsequently 
been altered to a ten-nightly service on a representation to the 
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Company that it would be more convenient to passengers and 
shippers. The establishment of this means of communication 
between the principal city of the Colony and the several outports 
has proved commercially and socially a great success, while for 
purposes of Government it cannot be over-valued. 

It is now matter for surprise that in all these years since steam. 
ship service has become so universal the absence of this means of 
easy transport and travel should have been patiently suffered. 

Easy means of internal communication have always been a want 
in this Colony, and perhaps from the configuration of the Island 
will always remain so in some parts to a more or less limited 
degree. Good main roads have existed for at least a quarter of 
a century, but the difficulty of moving about with celerity and 
cheapness has always been a bar to progress, social and material. 

It is only since 1845 that a line of railway connecting the towns 
of Spanish Town and Kingstown, a distance of 14 miles, was laid, 
and 24 years elapsed before a short extension to the village of Old 
Harbor followed. 

In 1878 it occurred to a gentleman of capital that a mail coach 
would pay if run from Old Harbor to the pleasant and prosperous 
interior town of Mandeville in the south centre of the Island. 
Under the auspices of the Post Office, which subsidized it for mail 
conveyance, a coach was started in November 1878 to run three 
times a week between the places mentioned, carrying passengers 
and mails. It is now well established, and in the past year the 
Post Office Department collected and credited to the contractor 
500/. 9s. for passengers’ fares and freight on parcels, of course 
exclusive of mail bags. 

This success has induced another contractor to start a mail 
coach from another point on the line, and run from Spanish Town 
to Saint Ann’s Bay in the north centre of the Island. This coach 
has not been running long, but has proved highly convenient, and 
it is presumed pecuniarily successful. 

A reference to these small services is introduced mainly to show 
that the want of quick means of transit is recognized, and that 
when provided it is readily used. As a matter of course the rail- 
way extensions now being constructed will run this means of 
conveyance “off the line,” but the coaches are not the less useful 
at the present time, and it is to be hoped that they will, so to 
speak, move forward with the railway, and later on will tap a 
length of country beyond the termini of the railway extensions. 

The time may come, it is earnestly to be hoped that it will soon 
come, when the coaches will be of no further use as continuations 
of the main line of railroad, but many years must elapse before 
their aid can be dispensed with in this respect, and then there can 
be little doubt that a function will be found for them as feeders 
to the railway at different points from different rural districts and 
the several towns of the Island. 

The public library continues to be widely appreciated, and a 
considerable increase has taken place in the number of volumes 
lent out. ‘There are three branches in operation, at Spanish Town, 
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Falmouth, and Savanna-la-Mar. These centres will aid in 
diffusing a taste for pure literature throughout the Colony. In 
past years there has been a lack of means in obtaining books of 
current literature outside the city of Kingston, and books or 
periodicals of any standard value were never met with except in 
the houses of some of the better educated and well off gentry. 

The museum attached to the public library is being put in 
order, and a detailed, and as far as possible a descriptive, catalogue 
of its contents is being prepared. 

A measure of social progress has been started in the shape of 
penny banks, which were instituted in January 1881 in order to 
encourage thrift and saving habits among the people, and to give 
an opportunity to those not able to use the Government Savings 
Banks in consequence of the distance from their homes of a branch 
or sub-branch, as well as to enable a smaller deposit to be received 
than that allowed by the Government Savings Bank, which is 
limited to one shilling or a multiple of that amount. 

These banks are undertaken free of charge by responsible 
persons, to whom the necessary forms and books required are 
issued free of cost. It is, however, publicly notified that in thus 
acting towards these banks the Government have no control over 
and will not undertake any responsibility in connexion with them, 
and will only deal with each such bank as a single individual 
depositor in the Government Savings Bank. 

The result of the movement shows that up to the 30th of 
September 1881 53 penny banks had been opened in 12 out of 
the 14 parishes of the Island, having 4,545 depositors with 
9112 Os. 03d. to credit, and only 842 11s. 53d. was withdrawn, 
while 19 depositors transferred their accounts to the Government 
Savings Bank. 

The issue of a small pamphlet on “Thrift” by the treasurer of 
the Colony, who has taken a great personal interest in starting 
these banks, and by his energy has materially advanced the move- 
ment, seems to have been of much value to the cause it is designed 
to foster. Ministers of religion and other influential persons have 
aided and encouraged the design. 

It may be remarked, however, that want of thrift is not one of 
the failings of the negro. He is rather inclined to hoard, and the 
real difficulty has been to get the savings froma hole in the ground 
or from under the thatch into a secure place of deposit. Con- 
fidence is now established in the Government Savings Bank, and 
the proof of the thrift of the country is visible in the amount of 
the savings of the peasant class now lodged in that institution. 

In the working of the Post Office Department there may be 
noticed a progressive step in the way of a convention which has 
been concluded between the United States and Jamaica, approved 
by the Secretary of State and confirmed by the President, for the 
exchange of money orders between the two places. 

This was a much needed medium for the remittance of small 
sums to and fro, A similar proposal made to Canada is still 
under consideration. 
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It has often been mentioned in the Blue Book returns that 
with the exception of sugar and rum there were no manufactures 
here. To these, besides tobacco which has been referred to 
under the head of agriculture, must now be added the manufacture 
of soap. 

Two soap factories have been at work in Kingston turning out 
large quantities of the article, so much so as materially to affect 
the import from abroad, and a third factory is being established 
at Montego Bay on the north side of the Island. 

As asign of progress in the metropolis of Jamaica, which would 
be insignificant in a more energetic community, it may be observed 
that a handsome iron grand stand has been erected on the 
Kingston race course by a number of gentlemen interested in 
racing, who have contributed to its cost by taking part in the 
speculation as a limited liability. company. The structure would 
be creditable to any Colony, and it has heped to establish, what 
in many respects appears to have been thought impossible in 
Jamaica, that not only is improvement in small things practicable, 
but that the improvements may even be made to pay for them- 
selves, and are in the end far more economical than the old happy- 
go-lucky arrangement. 

The first Horticultural Exhibition that has ever taken place in 
this Colony, blessed in most parts with a genial climate and fruit- 
ful soi), was held in July 1881 in Kingston. It has been followed 
by another this year, and there seems no reason to doubt that 
these shows will be held every year in future. It would be out 
of place to mention how much good these social gatherings will 
do in a society such as exists in this Colony, or to say anything 
of the other beneficial influences which these exhibitions produce 
upon the minds and manners of the people. 

The sanitary condition of the Island during the year will best 
be judged of by the following extract from the annual report of 
Dr. Pringle, Acting Superintending Medical Officer. “ The 
“ sanitary condition of the Island during the year has been good, 
« when compared with that of surrounding Colonies in much 
“ the same latitude, and under similar influences, whose hygienic 
« and sanitary arrangements are, according to repute at least, as 
‘ advanced and complete as here, the absence of any endemic or 
« epidemic disease is a matter for special congratulation. Under 
“ such circumstances it is not unreasonable to inquire why such 
“ a yemarkable immunity from dangerous epidemics should so 
« generally obtain in Jamaica. This fortunate, if not generally 
« admitted immunity from epidemics originating in the Island as 
« well as the usually good intrinsic state of public health, must 
“ be attributed to a combination of conditions, but mainly to the 
“ climate and physical conformation of the Island. These natural 
“ conditions which went far in obtaining for Jamaica its designa- 
“ tion of ‘Isle of Springs’ might as deservedly have adorned it 
with the equally significant cognomen of Isle of Climates, as 
“ within similar limits no country can possess a greater or more 
« gradual diversity of climate than does Jamaica. It is true that 
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the exigencies of existence compel a large majority of our 
spare population to live on the more unhealthy plains, and thus 
record a corresponding high mortality ; but, if it were possible 
to obtain the death rate of the inhabitants of the middle and 
higher elevations apart from those living on the plains, it would 
readily be seen, making due allowance for preventable deaths 
resulting from the characteristic apathy and unconcern of the 
native in securing timely and skilled medical assistance, how 
healthy the highlands of Jamaica are, and at once determine 
and establish its claim, not only as a pleasant and desirable 
home, but as a valuable health resort. In remarking on the 
natural advantages of the Island in a sanitary point of view, 
the general absence of dangerous epidemics and the satisfactory 
state of public health during the year, due importance must be 


' attached to the fact that sanitary legislation slowly but steadily 


progresses.” 
The condition of public peace which has become the normal 
p Pp 


characteristic of the Colony was undisturbed during the year, 
even during a perod of unusual drought and distress, which in 
many places would have led to turbulence and riot. 


(Signed) A. MUSGRAVE, 
King’s House, Jamaica, 
10th September 1882. 
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Sear 


No. 3. 


Lieutenant-Governor Barer, C.M.G., to the Right Hon. 
the EARL OF KIMBERLEY. 


Government House, Belize, 
My Lorp, . March 16, 1882. 

I wave the honour to forward, for your Lordship’s infor- 
mation, the “ Blue Book” of this Colony for the year 1881, and 
it is to me a great satisfaction to be able to state that there has 
been during the past year a continuance of that improvement in 
trade and commerce and in the general prosperity of the Colony 
which it was my pleasure to report as regards the year 1880, 

2. A continuance of the same friendly intercourse with the 
Indians on the frontier line has been maintained. There has 
not been during the last year one question of an unpleasant 
nature. They have been encouraged to visit with and trade in 
the Colony, and have done so, under rules strictly laid down, from 
which they have not attempted to deviate. Well aware as Tam 
that questions may arise at any moment which, for want of a 
little tact or management, may cause trouble, I have endeavoured 
to, and in a measure succeeded in ensuring a thorough dependence 
on the good faith and good offices to be observed on either side, 
so that if any contretemps arises, it will probably be quickly 
settled in a friendly spirit. At the same time, I_have relaxed no 
precautions against surprise, and of this the Indians are well 
aware. They are moreover mainly dependent for supplies from 
this Colony, and I believe they will not, in the absence of out- 
side influence, give trouble. The feeling as to uneasiness on the 
subject of “Indian raids,” so prevalent when I assumed the ad- 
ministration of the Colony, may perhaps be fairly shown by my 
quoting the concluding words of the annual report for 1881 of 
the Magistrate of the North District, who says, “Indian troubles 
« and rumours appear to be things of the past, and the feeling 
* of uneasiness which existed in the district in former years has 
‘© now almost if not entirely disappeared.” 

3. The estimated revenue for 1881 was 33,7541 The actual 
revenue was 43,642/. This amount is in excess of any previous 
year since 1874 and has not been aided by any extraneous source 
or by the realisation as in former years of sums previously invested. 
The revenue of 1874, which slightly exceeded that of 1881, was 
collected under a far higher tariff than at present prevails. The 
customs revenue exceeded the estimate by 5,2961., the excise by 
2,7051,, and the land revenue by 680/. 

4, The estimated expenditure for 1881 was 33,7367. A supple- 
mentary estimate of 8,358/. was passed in July 1881, making the 
total estimate 42,0947. The actual expenditure was 40,7 121. 
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There was a credit balance in the Colonial Treasury on 31st 
December 1881 of 8,6457. The expenditure of 1881 included 
5,000/. military contribution, 500/. the cost of taking a census of 
the population, the erection of vats to store 100,000 gallons of 
water, and other services not of annual recurrence. 

5. With the exception of the amount payable to the Imperial 
Treasury for military services, the Colony is free from all in- 
debtedness. 

6. The value of the imports and exports for 1881 may best be 
shown by the following statement, which embraces a period of five 
years and shows the progress of the trade of the Colony with the 
mother country and the United States, 


_ | 1877, 1878. | 1879, | 1880. | 1881. 
£ £ £ £ £ 

Total imports - - | 167,222 191,491 159,883 237,204 | 201,811 
Imports from United 

Kingdom - - 84,540 110,798 79,284 122,864 | 109,552 
Imports from United 

States - - - 69,977 70,044 59,7384 66,212 81,652 

Totalexports ~ -| 124,503 | 181,107 | 187,673 | 252,855 | 247,403 


Exports to United King- 
dom - - - 94,548 94,412 117,896 117,288 | 187,510 
Exports to United States 24,228 31,994 45,635 57,469 53,659 


The differences in amount between the total imports and ex- 
ports and those relating to the United Kingdom and the United 
States may generally be assumed as goods in transit. 

7. In 1880 an endeavour was made to commence a fruit trade 
with the United States, this has induced the purchase of a con- 
siderable amount of land for the purpose, and there is now no 
doubt that this trade will be large and profitable. The export of 
fruit in 1881 exceeds that of 1880 in a small degree. That of 
1882 and following years should show a very large increase. 

The principal exports of fruit in 1880 and 1881 were as 
follows :— 


— 1880. 1881. 


Bananas - - = - Bunches 8,958 22,229 
Cocoa nuts - - ~ No. 1,623,631 1,421,817 
Pine apples - - = i 800 2,124 
Plantains - = - - a 177,000 323,700 
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as fairly established and to promise a successful result; 1,400 
trees already bear fruit; 5,000 yield their first crop this year ; 
40,000 trees are planted out, and will bear in 1883, and 40,000 
more are ready to be planted out and should yield a crop in 
1884, ‘The young trees are reported to be healthy and the soil 
and climate well suited for coffee cultivation. 


A German settlement has commenced on a block of land to 
the southward of Belize on which some six or seven men, the 
pioneers of a party of 150, are already settled and making pre- 
parations for those who are to follow. ‘They have erected houses 
and commenced cultivation and express themselves as satisfied 
with their location and prospects. 


Several families from the state of Texas have settled down on 
land in the Western District; they speak in high terms of the soil 
on which they are located and it seems probable they will shortly be 
followed by others. With the characteristic energy of Americans,. 
they have already pointed out the necessity that the road from 
Belize to the Western Boundary should be available for wheel 
traffic and made an offer to undertake the work at a reasonable 
rate. 


9. Asa mark of the onward progress of the. Colony, I may 
mention that two newspapers have been published in Belize, one 
more or less advocating the interests of the mercantile community 
(European), and the other those of the actual inhabitants of the 
Colony, interests that ought to be, but are not altogether 
identical, 


10. One great want which has long been felt is at last about 
to be supplied in the shape of coasting steamers of light draught 
of water to ply from port to port of the Colony and convey goods 
and passengers up the various rivers where settlements have been 
formed. A contract has been entered into for a suitable vessel 
for this service, to arrive in the course of a few weeks, and a 
second steamer is being constructed in the Colony. The long 
anticipated cable communication will, it seems probable, become 
a reality within a few months. 


11, A census of the population of the Colony was taken on the 
3rd April 1881, and resulted in showing a population of 27,452, 
of which 14,108 were males and 13,344 females. The number 
of Europeans and other white people was 375. 


12. A most beneficial change has been made in the mail service 
during the past year by which a mail to and from England is 
received once a fortnight in 18 days. The additional cost has 
been trifling and does not exceed that paid for a mail service once 
a month to and from Jamaica. It is not difficult to foresee that 
the increasing traffic to and from New Orleans and Belize will 
shortly result in a weekly mail, at a cost little if any in excess of 
that now paid for a mail once a fortnight. 
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13. The returns of tonnage entered and cleared during the year 
demonstrates that while steam traffic is gradually increasing, the 
number of sailing vessels has not decreased, thus :— 


_—_ 1880. 1881. 
Tons. Tons. 
Sailing vessels entered - - - 274 =23,943 309 = 24,756 
Do. cleared - - - 273 = 25,663 297 =23,444 
Steamers entered - ~ - - 69 = 49,362 78 = 50,056 
Do. cleared -~ = - - 65 = 45,402 79=50,279 


14. Two thousand six hundred and thirty-eight acres of rural 
land were sold during 1881 as compared with 1,436 acres in 1880, 
‘and at the end of 1881 there were 3,090 acres of land leased for 
agricultural purposes. The major portion of this land has been 
taken up by persons interested in the cultivation of fruit and 
other products. 


15. No new public works of any magnitude have been under- 
taken during 1881. The total expenditure has been less by 
3,0002 than in 1880 when the new public buildings were com- 
pleted. The expenditure on roads has been nearly the same as 
in the preceding year. The main road to the Western District 
has been completed by the construction of a bridge three quarters 
of a mile long over a hitherto impassable swamp. This bridge 
is now open for general traffic, and it forms part of the road which 
the settlers from Texas are desirous to make available for wheel 
traffic. 

16. The question of labour supply is one creating some interest 
at the present time. Estate owners and cultivators of sugar de- 
sired to introduce Coolies direct from India, but a calm considera- 
tion of the regulations to be observed and the cost entailed thereby 
induced them to withdraw from the application they had made in 
this respect. Many time-expired Coolies have been imported from 
Jamaica, and are comfortably located in this Colony, well satisfied 
with the pay and treatment they have received. The price that 
labour realises here should, with little trouble, induce the advent 
of labourers from Jamaica and other West India Islands, the Mos- 
quito Coast, or the United States. 


17. There has been no epidemic during the year in any part 
of the Colony. Illness among the European population has been 
confined to the usual intermittent and bilious fevers, which, as a 
rule, are of a mild description. Yellow fever has not shown 
itself during my administration of five years, save in the cases of 
two seamen landed from a vessel from St. Thomas’, and the 
precautions then adopted prevented any spread of the disease. 
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No epidemic has invaded the Colony since 1867, when cholera 
prevailed among the coloured population, and in 1869 when a few 
cases of yellow fever occurred among the European population. 

The following figures show the number of patients admitted 
into the Public Hospital at Belize during the year 1880 and 1881. 
This hospital not only receives sick persons from all parts of the 
Colony, but is seldom without patients from the Central American 
Republics, who resort to Belize in case of illness :— 


| 


ees 1880. 1881. 
Daily average of patients - - - 9 14 
Number admitted = - “ - - 200 237 
Deaths - - - - -| 21 24 


i 


18. The condition of the patients has. been much improved 
since they have inhabited the new Lunatic Asylum, where every 
comfort is provided and ample care bestowed on them. Physical 
restraint is not required or permitted, and no means of restraint 
are available beyond a padded room. No deaths occurred during 
the year; three patients were admitted, and the daily average of 
patients was 16 as compared with 14 in 1880. 

19. There were 39 prisoners convicted by the Supreme Court, 
in 1881 and 36 in 1880, and there were 1,340 summary convictions 
in 1881, being an increase of 229 over the number in 1880. 
‘There was no capital case, and indeed no crime other than of 
an ordinary character. The average daily number of prisoners in 
the principal gaol at Belize has been 74. During the year, 106 
prison offences were committed ; most of them of a trivial nature ; 
of these offenders 23 were punished by the gaoler by confinement 
on bread and water for periods not exceeding 24 hours ; 81 were 
punished by a visiting magistrate with extra hard labour for one 
or two hours a day for periods of from three to ten days; 2 were 
flogged for brutal conduct and assulting prison officers, 12 lashes 
in each case. Four prisoners escaped from working parties during 
the year, three were captured within a day or two, the fourth is 
still at large, and believed to be outside the bounds of the Colony. 
Only one death occurred in the gaol during 1881. Of the 201 
prisoners who were in the gaol during the year, 148 committed 
no breach of any prison rule, and only 53 were punished ; of these 
28 were punished once, 16 twice, 3 three times, 1 four times, 
1 five, 2 seven, and 1 eight times. 

The management and discipline of this gaol have been 
favourably commented on by visitors from the United States and 
elsewhere well qualified to express an opinion on the subject. 

20. The schools receiving aid from public funds were increased 
from 16 in 1880 to 22 in 1881, and the number of scholars from 
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1,804 to 1,954. The cost of education per head was lJ. 2s. 6d.in _ Bririsz 
1880, and 12. 0s. 8d. in 1881. Fresh schools are about to be HONPURas 
opened in various parts of the Colony, and the number of scholars er 
will probably increase in greater proportion. The excellent 
arrangements made by the Rev. J. Jackson, Inspector of Schools, 

in connexion with the work in the several schools, and the 
methodical manner in which he has conducted the annual examina- 

tions, have greatly furthered the success of this most important 

Colonial work, 

21. The volunteer forces at Belize and Corosal have steadily Volunteers 
progressed, During the current year many of them will become 
entitled to grants of land of 25 acres, A “camp” was formed 
at Corosal and maintained with great success for a fortnight in 
September last, and a similar movement is contemplated by the 
Belize volunteers this year. 

22. My remarks hitherto have applied to the Colony as a Gorosal 
whole. It may be well to show the progress of a district in 1881 district. 
as well as of the Colony generally. The portion of the Northern 
District under the charge of the magistrate at Corosal contains 
about 7,000 inhabitants, of whom only 37 are Europeans. The 
rest are for the most part Spaniards, Yucatécans, Indians, or 
Creoles of the Colony, The local revenue of this district amounted 
to 4,000/., and the local expenditure to 3,000/, This expenditure 
included the cost entailed by a volunteer camp and the erection 
of a powder magazine at a cost of 500/. inside the walls of the 
fort at Corosal. 55,996 gallons of rum were made in this district, 
during 1881 as against 53,616 in 1880. The production of 
sugar increased from 896 to 1,012 tons. The cultivation of 
fruit has commenced and will rapidly increase now that steam 
communication with Belize will be available; the jand in this 
district is well suited to the cultivation of fruit. The trade 
between Corosal and Bacalar and other towns in the territory 
occupied by the Santa Cruz Indians, hitherto carried on by 
Yucatécans and Indian Residents, has of late been almost 
monopolised by the Chinese, who were introduced to the Colony in 
small numbers some years ago. They at once fraternised with 
the Indians, seemed to have little difficulty in understanding their 
language, and soon became almost naturalised among them, giving 
currency to the theory that centuries ago there was communication 
between the eastern and western cities of the world. The 
similitude in face and figure between the Chinese and Indians is 
very curious. These Chinese with their usual aptitude for trade 
have established themselves in various parts of the Santa Cruz 
territory, and by a regular system of communication between 
their different stations there and in this Colony are able to supply 
the Indians in their own territory with the articles they need at 
Corosal prices. The importation from the Indian territory of 
pigs, hammocks, straw hats, and other articles has almost entirely 
passed into the hands of the Chinese, who, in place of making 
Corosal the emporium as hitherto, convey them direct to where 
the best prices can be obtained, as they receive advices from 
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their friends in the Colony. This is the case even with the 
supply of powder to the Indians. The powder magazine lately 
erected at Corosal, which ought to return a good interest on its 
outlay, and would have done so two or three years ago, has been 
made little use of by traders. The powder is received on arrival 
at Belize and conveyed by vessels direct to its destination beyond 
the Colony, and thus all cost of storage is avoided 


I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) Frep. P. Barve, 
The Ear] of Kimberley, Lieutenant-Governor. 


&e. &e. 


TURKS ISLANDS. 


No. 4. 


Governor Sir A. MusGRavs, K.C.M.G., to the Right Hon. the 
Earu OF KIMBERLEY. 


King’s House, Jamaica, 
My Lorp, March 27, 1882. 
T nave the honour to forward herewith to your Lordship 
the Commissioner’s report with the Blue Book of the Turks and 
Caicos Islands for the year 1881. 


The results of the year’s public transactions reflect credit upon 
the administration of the Commissioner and show improvement in 
the circumstances of the Settlement. The downward fluctua- 
tion in the price of salt is to some extent accidental, and not 
necessarily a permanent fall in value. 

In Legislation the most important work, as the Commissioner 
observes, was the Truck Ordinance. 

Iam not greatly surprised that the recently established mail 
service under the contract with the Atlas Company should up to 
this time have been unpopular, as circumstances which I know 
not to have been within the control of the Company have greatly 
deranged the service of their main line, upon which the regularity 
of that of the branches entirely depends, but I think that before 
long beter arrangements will be made. Motives, not always 
deserving of much respect, induce some of the residents in the 
Settlement, no doubt, to prefer the former less costly but most 
unsatisfactory manner of communication with the chief seat of 
government, and I am not sure that the Commissioner himself 
attaches the same importance that I do to frequent and fairly 
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regular opportunities for comparatively direct communication 
between the seat of government in Jamaica and the Dependency. 
I, however, am disposed to think that the importance can scarcely 
be overrated of the quicker and more frequent intercourse between 
Jamaica and the Settlement which I hope to see established. 


The affairs of the public bank to which Mr. Llewelyn adverts 
in his 33rd paragraph have been under consideration for some 
time, and during my recent visit I assented to an Ordinance to 
give greater facilities for winding them up. When transmitting 
that measure to your Lordship the circumstances of the case shall 
be fully explained. 


In conclusion, 1 have only to observe that I scarcely concur 
with the Commissioner in inference that the prospects for the 
ensuing year are not encouraging, because, after having shipped 
the amount of full average annual production, the salt rakers yet 
retained on hand 1,000,000 bushels of salt against 700,000 at the 
same period in the previous year. If the high prices of a year or 
two ago had been lately maintained, the prosperity of this last 
year would have been greatly above the average for more than 
30 years back. 


I have, &c. 
_ The Right Hon. (Signed) A. MuscRAVE. 
The Earl of Kimberley, 
&e. &e. 


Report on the Buure Boox of the Turks anp Caicos IsLANDs 
for the year 1881. 


Revenue and Expenditure, 


The total revenue collected during the year amounted to 
7,5591, 9s. 4d, and the expenditure to 6,498/, 16s. 4d, giving an 
excess of revenue of 1,060/. 13s., which, added to the surplus of 
8321. 14s. 6d. left from the previous year, made the total surplus 
on the 81st December 1,893/. 7s. 6d. 

2. The average receipts between the years 1874-8 from the 
principal sources of revenue yielded 6,306. 3s. 7d., whilst the 
same heads of receipt in the year 1881, with no increase of taxation, 
but a decrease of royalty on salt equivalent on the quantity shipped 
during the year to 1502, and a reduction of postal rates on joining 
the Postal Union of 75 per cent., have brought in 6,737. 14s. 6d., 
being 431. 10s. 11d. in excess of the average. 

3. The average expenditure during the years 1874-8 on the 
principal regular services amounted to 6,267/. 12s. 8d. per annum, 
whilst the same services in 1881 cost 5,686/. 8s. 6d., or 5811. 4s, 2d. 
less. 
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Imports and Exports. 


4, The following comparative tables of exports and imports, &c. 
show the trade transactions for the year :-— 


VALUE of Exports of Domestic Propuct and MANUFACTURES 
in the years 1879, 1880, and 1881. 


Articles, 1879. | 1880. | 1881. 
o Bemads : er 4 2 cod, 
Salt - - - - |14,080 9 7 |20,155 14 11 | 22,908 10 2 
Cave earth - - - | 1,943 19 8 2:952 0 ‘6 697 13 0 
Sponge - - ~ — — 429 15 11 
Straw, brazilletto, &c. - - 641 9 O 1,645 7 10 280 0 O 
Totals - - |16,615 18 8 |24,753 3 3 |24,315 19 1 


Vatue of Imports for the years 1879, 1880, and 1881. 


— 1879. | 1880. | 1881. 
£ Sete £ Sted: £ 8 henithe 
Imports - é -| 21,938 19 8 24,729 2 5 27,054 4 6 


Quantity of Sart exported from each Port for the years 1879, 1880, 


and 1881. 
Ports. | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. 

Grand Turk - - 102,116 452,599 593,626 
Salt Cay - - - 165,536 192,817 478,660 
Cockburn Harbour - 328,836 289,990 358,610 
Total bushels - 596,488 935,406 1,430,896 

Salt in the Colony on 3lst December 1878  - 85,000 bushels. 
» ” »” 1879 A 1,500 ” 
” » » 1880 oe 700,000 ) 


33 93 ” I 88 1 = 1 ,000,000 ” 
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RAINFALL at GRanp Turk, Sart Cay, and Cocxsurn Harzour for 
each month of the year 1881. 
i a athe ie eng Ee ae aan eee ge ee ee 7 


Months. Grand Turk. Salt Cay. Cockburn 
Harbour. 
$$ eee 
January - - - i *80 °43 
February - - 90 2°26 1°68 
March . - = nil ‘19 05 
April - - - *70 *49 *60 
May - Rt Sy 4°32 1°79 4°19 
June - - - tei *92 2°64 
July >< 2 : *86 "46 +39 
August - - = 2°68 2°06 1°39 
September - - 1°60 3°52 2°31 
October - - - 3°48 6°00 6°67 
November - = 4°23 5°48 4°98 
December - - 1°81 2°23 1°91 
Total - - 22°46 26°20 2724 


LE tn entaseasisenarsnstsoes 


Rerurn of the Numser and Cuass of Vussers that passed the Ligur- 
HOUSE at GRAND TurRK by daylight in 1881. 
Sun GERDA VEER Geninnrarnnr enema te ar ee 


oH 4 | 3) mH ; 
- Z F 2 ‘ee oe: 
> 5 a 3 a E $8 5 a 
# S Ay = q 20 2 | 29 a s 
~~ fa 
E RD ma | 4 ea ee a = 
LAE A ee Oe ieee APs 1? Se I Pg Rae Deki oe oe 
4 27 2 49 19 7 187 45 187 477 


ScHEDULE of Receipts and Exprnpirure of the Pustic REVENUE 
for the year 1881, in comparison with the preceding year 1880. 


Imports. | 1880. | 1881. 

4 

at ae 2 £80 d, 
Aleohol - - - - - - 6 4 0 10 12 O 
Ale, porter, cider, &e.  - - - - 1218 7 23 8 1 
Bay water - - - - ~ 610 6 i4. $ 0 
Beans and peas - - - - - 1019 8 8 11 6 
Bread - - - - - = 40 ll 9 27 718) A: 
Butter - - - - pl 6° -9 TO Mg" 2 
Candles - - - - 6 8 9 8 11 10 
Cattle and Calves = me = 12.13 9 815 0 
Cheese - - - - - - 20° IF 3 1673" 7 
Chocolate - - = - = ign VE) 6 0 0 
Cigars - - - - - - 212 6 718 0 
Cocoa - - - - ~ - 0 9 8 0 210 
Coffee - - : - - - 13.00 11 1217-10 
Cordage - - - - - - S178 411 6 
Cordials - - - - - - L: 2:56 101776 
Corn - - - = - 14 0 8 1257 «0 
Fish, dried and pickled - - - - 29 19 0 6418 7 
Flour, wheat - - - - 504 19 8 489 13 2 
Flour, rye, and corn meal - - - 82 11 6 57 6 9 
Horses - - - = - 26 0 0 6 00 
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Imports. | 1880. | 1881 

& a. d. £ s. d. 
Lard - - - - - 103 19 11 53 0 5 
Lumber and Shingles - - - - 82 611 69 15 6 
Meat, salted and cured - - - - 156 6 11 231 14 8 
Molasses, syrup, and peace - - - we 2 9 61 3 10 
Oils - ~ - - - 213 10 10 33 14 3 
Paint in oil - - - ~ ~ 8. 2 3 10 4 2 
Pitch, tar and rosin - - - - eto 20 216 0 
Raisins, ceeraney: and figs - - - 414 7 God 5 
Rice - - - - - o2 8 8 69 0 4 
Rum, brandy, gin, &e - - - 468 6 8 701 4 4 
Sheep and goats - - - - - 0-9 0 1 4 0 
Soap - - - - - - 5417 1 82. 18.2 
Spirits, turpentine - - - - Te ae 1 0 6 
Sugar - - : - - 173 2 8 238 10 7 
Twine - - - - - 0 6 4 2.378 
Tea - - - - - - 14 6 1 17 6 2 
Tobacco - - - = - 40 15 4 43 0 7 
Wine - - - - - - 88 4 1 19 3, 8 
Ad valorem duties - - - 782 11 5 876 4 1 
3,130 3 4 | 3,817 2 0 

ported: in 1880—935,406 bushels ; in 1881— 

1,430,896 bushels - - - -| 1,461 14 2,235 17 11 
Ditto on cave earth—Guano - - - 164 0 87 16 | 
Light duties - - - = * 510 2 657 15 : 
Auction duties - : = - 83 14 1 91121 
Fines from Supreme and Police Courts - . 55 13 88 18 
Fees of office - - - - 135 18 106 19 


Postage - - - - - 
Post Office Money Order commissions - 


| as, Soe | 
_ 
o 
—_ 
~ 


Liquor licenses - - - = 75 0 75 
Wine - - - ~ - 58 0 58 
Dog Tax - ” - - 14 13 17 


wT 
—s 
_ 
a 
COMOCOONMAUCaCcoCo® 
or 
I 
cs 
HB AAROCONOCWWemOO 


Other Sources of Revenue. eae 
Royalty of 10 per cent. ad valorem on salt ex- 


0 

= 0 

- 9 

Sales Crown land - - - - 10 01 3 3 

Lease ,, > $4 2 41 7 

Public bank—profits from Ist J aly 1880 to 0h 
June 1881 - 12-9 A 569 7 6 
Receipts from Imperial Post Office - - 300 0 0 300 0 0 
Refund of loan to Salt Pond Proprietors - - 60 10 2 62 4 9 
Wharfage and storage - - - - 96 15 10 64 11 8 
Fees of Receiver of Wreck - - - — 58 16 1 
Miscellaneous—Sales Government property, &c. 67 610 157 8 8 
Special - ~ - - - -| 428 7 10 31 5 0 
3,710 611 | 4,042 7 4 
Recapttulation. poten, beige a 

Imports - - - = - “310, Lo0moee4 3,817 3° 0 
Other sources - - - - - | 8,710 6 11 4242 7 4 
6,840 10 3 7,009. 9 4 
Balance from 1879 and 1880 - - - 244 9 8 832 14 6 
7,084 19 11 | 8,392 3 10 
Expenditure for 1880 and 1881 - - -| 6,252 5 & | 6,498 16 4 


5 


832 14 6 | 1,898 7 6 


Balance for 1880 and 1881 = - 
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6. The duty collected on spirits was 160/., and on ad valorem 
goods also 1601, above the average, but the other items are all 
much as usual. 


7. It will be observed that the quantity of salt exported was 
nearly one million and a half bushels, which has hitherto been 
considered the average, but I am doubtful if such will be the 
figure for the future, as the competition of the Mediterranean salt 
trade, the high protective duty in the United States, and the 
growing scarcity of sailing vessels, with the increase of steamers 
in the West Indies, are telling one and all on the export trade of 
the Settlement. There is, however, a hope that the fisheries of 
British North America will become larger customers for Turks 
Islands salt, and the increasing trade seems to justify this hope. 
In 1876 and 1877 about 12} per cent. of the total shipments of 
salt went to the Dominion of Canada, whilst the average for the 
four years 1878-81 gives about 22 per cent., which is a decided 
and marked increase. 


8. The imports are nearly all in food supplies from the United 
States brought by an American steamer calling here regularly 
from New York on her way to Hayti, but I believe if a similar 
steam communication was established with Halifax a great deal 
of the food supplies which must be imported would come from 
the Dominion, and commercial relations thus established, which 
would cause more salt to be shipped there, for it is an undisputed 
fact that Turks Islands salt is superior to any other for curing fish. 


9, The export of sponge does not increase as it ought with the 
fine extensive Caicos Bank open to any industrious man, and 
most of the sponge exported is collected by spongers from Nassau 
{in the Bahama Government) who find it pays them to come 
some 300 miles from home in their own boats to fish the Caicos 
Bank, which the natives residing on the spot are too indolent to 
do. 


10. The caves of Guano hitherto worked are exhausted, but it 
is believed that fresh ones have been discovered on another cay 
which will shortly be tried. 


Public Works. 


11. The new public works carried out during the year included 
the construction of one hundred feet of sea wall at Grand Turk, 
at a cost of 100/., and of which wall only about 160 feet more is 
now left to be built, which I hope will be completed this year. 
The rest of the vote was spent on rebuilding a wooden bridge on 
one of the main thoroughfares of the town; renewing the tank at 
the gaol; in blowing up some shoals at Cockburn Harbour, which 
has widened the entrance there by 400 feet; and 100/. spent on 
repairing roads, with the several casual repairs to buildings, tanks, 
and wells, &c. 
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Legislation. 


12. Five Ordinances were passed during the year, the most 
important being the “ Truck Ordinance.” ‘The system of paying 
labourers in goods had grown and increased to such an extent 
Te it was necessary for a law to be passed to specifically make it 
illegal. 

13. It is too early to say whether the benefits expected from 
the prohibition of the abused old system will be realized, although 
I believe they will, but at any rate the dire forebodings of the 
employers as to the fate of the labourers if the law were passed 
have not occurred, and matters will gradually mend as time goes 
on. 


Civil Establishment. 


14. No changes occurred during the year in the civil list of 
public officers but an order of the Privy Council of Jamaica, 
dated the 16th November, gave legal effect to the numerous 
reductions that had been recently made. Jeremiah Dennis 
Murphy and Alexis Wynns Harriott were appointed to the two 
vacant unofficial seats at the Legislative Board. 


Pensions. 


15. The list of pensioners remained the same throughout the 
year, and the full amount of 667/. 10s. Od. was scheduled for 
payment. 

Consuls. 


16. Mr. George J. Gibbs has been nominated and recognised 
provisionally as Vice-Consul for the kingdom of Spain within 
these Islands. 


Ecclesiastical. 

17. The church has been disestablished for eight years, but 
there are now residing here a minister of the Established Church 
of England, a Wesleyan and a Baptist minister, all three 
supported by voluntary contributions. 


Population. 


18. The census taken within these Islands on the 4th of April 
gave the following totals :— 


Males - - - « 2278 
Females - ~ - - 2,500 
Total - “ - 4,778 


including 46 seamen belonging to foreign vessels in port at the 
time, so that the actual population proper belonging to these 
Islands was 4,732, or only an increase of nine within the last 
decade. 
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19. The average annual birth rate is 36 per 1,000 and the 


death rate only 23, which should have given an increase of about ND Catcos] 


700 persons in 10 years. 

20. Prior to the disastrous hurricane of 1866 the population 
had steadily increased in about that proportion from 3,250 persons 
in 1850 to, approximately, 4,600 in 1866, but since that calamity 
emigration to the neighbouring Islands, especially San Domingo, 
has taken all the increase of population away, and the total 
number remains about what it was 15 years ago when that storm 
occurred, 

21. The number of births in the year, was 162. 

22. The number of deaths 113, which is below the average 
number of births, and also a higher death rate. 


Postal and Mail Services. 


23. These Islands joined the Postal Union on the Ist of 
January, and a large increase in the number of letters passing 
through the post office shows that the benefit of cheap postage is 
appreciated. 

24, During the early part of the year the steamers belonging to 
Mr. Cunard, which now regularly run every four weeks between 
Halifax, Bermuda, and Jamaica, touched here on their way south, 
and it was hoped they would also call on the way north. But 
owing to some dread of the danger to vessels approaching from 
the south without a lighthouse on Sand Cay, which would have 
to be a costly construction, Mr. Cunard declined to allow his 
steamer to call on the way north, and so the Governor of Jamaica 
agreed with the Atlas Steamship Company to run a small 
steamer between Grand Turk and Fortune Island to connect 
there with their main line of steamers running between New York 
and Jamaica for 1,000/. per annum. 

25. The service has now been on trial for three months, but it 
is not at all popular with the people, as it is considered too costly 
for the resources of the Settlement to pay such a sum for carrying 
mails, without commensurate trade benefits, and it is hoped some 
better arrangements will be made. 


Agriculture. 


26. The Inhabitants of these Islands have hitherto looked solely 
to the one staple product of salt for a livelihood, and have never 
been brought up to realise that any profit could be got from the 
land on which they live as well as the sea that surrounds it. 

27. My endeavours from the first have been to encourage 
agriculture, for I am sure there is a source of profit though not a 
fortune to be made from it. 

28. With this object I purchased for the Government, for a 
nominal sum, a large tract of land that 100 years ago was a 
sugar estate, at Kew, North Caicos, and I hope shortly to start a 
Government fruit plantation there, on some plan, not quite 
settled, as to terms with the people as leaseholders and labourers. 
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29. Oranges, lemons, limes, and all the citrus tribe, with pine- 
apples will thrive, and indeed old orange trees are now growing 
and bearing well, Other tropical fruits, such as bananas, &c., 
that require heavy tropical rains, will not succeed as the rainfall 
is not much more than 25 inches in a year, but from the exports 
of the fruits I have mentioned a large profit can be made, as these 
Islands are only five days steam from New York where a ready 
sale can always be found for fruit. With instruction, and an 
example, the people will soon see the benefit of the industry. 

30. The Agane sisilana or Sisal hemp, and the Fourcroya 
gigantea, or Pita plant, which is believed to be the same as the 
aloes vert of Mauritius, is also being largely planted, as samples 
ofthe fibre extracted from some of the aloes growing here have 
recently been pronounced by the largest manufacturer in New 
York to be much nicer and finer in texture and longer than what 
is shipped from Mexico in thousands of tons, and he would give 
12 cents. (or nearly double) a pound for any quantity forwarded 
to him equal to the specimen sent from Turks Islands. 

31. This is most encouraging, and when machinery is started 
for the purpose of extracting the fibre I have every reason to 
hope its export will be a permanent and valuable profit to the 
Settlement. 

32. No paragraph has hitherto been assigned to “a griculture ” 
in a Blue Book Report from the Turks and Caicos Islands, but 
it will not be the last, if the people rouse themselves, as I 
think they are now doing, to understand that they cannot live 
solely by salt raking any more, and must devote some of their 


energies to agriculture. 
General Remarks. 


33. The year under review has not been a very prosperous one 
to the salt rakers, as the value of salt has never exceeded seven 
cents. a bushel, which is a barely remunerative price, and the salt 
raker has lived mainly on the profits from the goods (provisions, 
&e.) that he sells to his labourers. The public bank of this 
Settlement however collected over 500/. from various borrowers to 
pay off a depositor who has left the Colony and wished her money, 
which must be considered as an advantage to the borrowers, prin- 
cipally salt pond rakers, and will I trust rouse them to free 
themselves further from paying eight per cent, on money borrowed 
years ago which has eaten itself up in interest. I am very anxious 
to see this bank wound up, and hope the Ordinance passed by 
the Legislative Board during the year for effecting this will soon 
receive the Governor’s assent and the work be proceeded with. 

34, Small-pox was very bad in San Domingo and Hayti 
during the whole year, but by careful quarantine the disease 
was kept from these Islands with the exception of two distinct 
cases that arrived in two separate small vessels belonging to these 
Islands, and obtained pratique by making false reports to the 
boarding officer, for which the masters were subsequently 
punished, but fortunately the disease did not spread as the 
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cases were isolated immediately they appeared. The weather _Tvrxs 


was fine throughout although a severe hurricane passed 150 miles 4X? CA10os 


LANDS. 

north of these Islands on the 23rd August. fee 

35. As 1,000,000 bushels of salt remained on hand on the 31st 
December, I cannot say the prospects for the ensuing year are 
very encouraging to the salt rakers, but other resources will I hope 
be developed to assist both the employers and labourers. 
(Signed) R. B. Lizwetryn, 
Turks and Caicos Islands, Commissioner, 

2nd February 1882, 


a 


BRITISH GUIANA. Basie 
GUIANA. 


No 5. 


Governor Sir H. T. Irvine, K.C.M.G., to the Right Hon. the 
Earu oF Kimpertey, 


Government House, Georgetown, Demerara, 
My Lorp, August 17, 1882. 
I HAve the honour to transmit to your Lordship the Blue 
Book of British Guiana for the year 1881, accompanied by the 
customary report thereon, which has been drawn up by Mr. F, W. 
Collier, lately Acting Assistant Government Secretary, 


I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) Henry T. Irvine, 
The Earl of Kimberley, Governor. 


&e, &e. &e, 


Report on the Buur Boox, 1881, 
Taxes, Duties, §c. 


1, There were no material changes in taxation during the 
year, and the taxes in 1881 were substantially the same as in the 
preceding year. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


2. Revenue-—The receipts on account of general revenue 
amounted to 403,245/.9s.74d. exhibiting a decrease of 1,2151.16s. 5d. 
from the revenue of 1880. This decrease is not due to an 
diminution in trade or general prosperity of the Colony. It 
arises from a falling off in the receipts from the duties on wines 
and spirits, amounting to 15,1861, caused chiefly bythe subsidence 
of speculative importations of Tarragona wine. The importa- 
tions of this wine in 1880 amounted to 301,824 gallons as com- 
pared with 68 gallons only in 1881, 

The other sources of revenue exhibited comparatively little 
fluctuation in 1881, Import duties yielded 4,7492, more than in 
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the preceding year, and auction duties and other like taxes fixed 
by law yielded 2,6912. more than in 1880. 

3. It will thus be seen that if the exceptional revenue derived 
in 1880 from import duty on Tarragona wine were omitted in 
a comparison of the revenue of the years 1880 and 1881, the 
revenue of the latter year would be in excess of the former. 

4, Expenditure—The total expenditure in 1881 amounted to 
421,0871. 2s. O}d., and was 26,494/. 10s. 1d. larger than the ex-_ 
penditure of the preceding year. 

The principal items of increase were :— Miscellaneous ex- 
penditure 10,0441, judicial 8,8172, works and buildings 24331, 
and education 2,132. 


LocaL REVENUES. 


5. Georgetown—The revenue raised for municipal purposes 
in the city of Georgetown amounted to 43,7122 15s. 10d, an 
increase of 8,308/. 7s. 114d. over the revenue of the preceding 

ear. The expenditure amounted to 42,1162. 11s. 03d. as against 
36,3851. 6s. 84d. in 1880. 

6. During this year the new city market, erected at a cost of 
38,7121, was completed and formally opened to the public. The 
cost of construction was provided for by a loan of 41,7500., raised 
under the provisions of the Public Loan Ordinance, 1879. 

The Bourda District (a populous suburb on the east of the 
city) having in 1880 been incorporated as a ward of the city, the 
first appraisement of the property in that district was made during 
this year, and the value of the property was assessed at 31,1311. 

7. New Amsterdam.—The revenue of the town of New Am- 
sterdam, derived chiefly from a tax of one and a half per centum on 
the appraised value of town property, amounted to 5,301/. 11s. 7d., 
showing a decrease of 935/. 1s, 7d. from the revenue of 1880. 

The expenditure was 7,367/. 5s. 11d., an excess of 2,065/. 14s. 4d. 
over the revenue of the year, and of 1,345/. 1s. 9d. over the 
expenditure of the previous year. 

8. Villages—The revenue of the 31 incorporated villages, 
including a sum of 3,662/. 3s. 94d. due by ratepayers at the close 
of the year, amounted in the aggregate to 8,102/. 0s. 7$d., show- 
ing a decrease of 1,033/. 4s. 53d. from the revenue of 1880. The 
actual expenditure was 4,406/ 1s. 73d. as compared with 
6,668. 10s. 1d. in 1880. The liabilities of the villages on 31st 
December 1881 amounted to 23,2512 10s 64d. These liabilities 
consist chiefly of loans, bearing interest at 6 per cent. per annum, 
made from time to time from the general revenues of the Colony 
for the improvement of the villages. 


Public Debt. 


9, The public debt of the Colony for which the general revenue 
is directly pledged was, on the 31st December 1881, 75,2071. 6s. 8d., 
an increase of 23,882/. 13s. 4d. over the public debt of 1880. 
The increase is due to additional loans for public purposes under 
Ordinance 6 of 1879. 
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10. The loans guaranteed by the general revenue were, as 
follows :— 
ee Hales a, 
#or immigration purposes, on the security 
of sugar estates by notes for indenture 
fees » - ~ - - - 245,400 0 O 
For the Mayor and Town Council of George- 
town, secured bythe municipal revenues - 41,835 16 8 
For the Board of Superintendence for the 
town of New Amsterdam, secured by the 
town revenues” - - - - 4,583 6 84 


Total guaranteed by general revenue - 291,819 3 44 
Amount for which general revenue is 


directly pledged - .- - ~ 140,206, 6 8 
Grand total = - - - 367,026 10 O4 


MiLitary EXPENDITURE. 


11. The Colonial expenditure was 3,245/. 17s. 3d., and the 
Imperial expenditure 14,835/. 9s. 3d., showing a slight excess over 
the expenditure under those heads in 1880. The strength of the 
Georgetown militia, according to the last return in office, was on 
3lst December 13 officers, seven sergeants, and 517 rank and 
file. 

The strength of the British Guiana volunteer force was five 
officers, five sergeants, and 109 rank and file. 

The Militia has, however, not been called out or drilled for 
many years. The volunteer force is an active force regularly 
attending drills. 


Pusuic Works. 


12. Provision was made by the Combined Court for public 
works to the extent of 186,988/. 2s. 1ld., and of this sum 
69,253/. 6s. 8d. was expended. A further sum of 4,412/. 14s. was 
expended on certain urgent works for which no provision had 
been made; making a total expenditure in 1881 of 73,6662. Os. 8, 
an increase of 31,2401. 5s. 74d. over the expenditure in 1880. 

13. The following were the principal items of expenditure 
viz. :— 


£ 
Constructing law courts - - - 10,063 
Constructing sea wall and dam _ - - 6,589 
Enlarging bonded warehouse —- - 3,620 
Constructing asylum for female lepers - 3,159 
Constructing residences at Botanic gar- 
dens - ~ - ~ - 2,966 


Constructing new public hospital, Berbice 2,537 
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LEGISLATION. 


14, The following Ordinances were passed during the year :— 

No. 1. For taking the census of British Guiana. 

No. 2. To levy a tax on all lots and buildings in the town of 
New Amsterdam for the service of the year 1881. 

No. 3. Colonial taxes. 

No. 4. To amend “The Inferior Criminal Court Ordinance, 


1872.” 
No. 5. To amend “The Vlissengen Ordinance, 1876.” 


PoLITICAL FRANCHISE. 


15. The number of registered electors on 31st December 1881 
was 1,001, showing an increase of 286 over the number in 1880. 
Of this increase 217 were electors for the city of Georgetown. 


CouNncILs AND ASSEMBLIES. 


16. Court of Policy. Elective Members.—Mr. Charles Lawrence 
Bascom and Mr. G. R. Sandbach resigned in consequence of 
departure from the Colony, and they were replaced by Mr. Hugh 
Sproston, junior, and Mr. Wm. Russell. Mr. R. P. Drysdale, at 
the close of the annual session of the Combined Court, vacated his 
seat and was replaced by Mr. Allan C. McCalman. 


Tue CoMBINED COURT. 


17. The Financial Representatives.—Mr. H. T. Glennie and 
Mr, Mewburn Garnett resigned in consequence of departure from 
the Colony, and were replaced by Mr. Isidor Henry de Jonge and 
Mr. Andrew Hunter. 

18. College of Electors.—There were three elections to the 
College during the year, to supply vacancies occasioned by the 
resignation of one member, the absence from the Colony of 
another, and the disqualification of a third. 


Civit EsTABLISHMENT. 


19. Deaths—There were 12 deaths amongst public officers in 
1881, viz.:— 

The Hon. J. G. Daly, Immigration Agent-General. 

Mr. Henry Watson, Administrator-General. 

Mr. J. Brumell, Sheriff of Demerara. 

Dr. W. Watkins, District Medical Officer. 

Dr. M. F. Ward, Supernumerary Medical Officer. 

Mr. A. Taylor, Sub-Immigration Agent. 

Mr. G. Foster Foster, Acting Private Secretary to His Excellency 
the Governor. 


Mr. F. H. Stubbs, Quartermaster, Queen’s College. 
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Mr. §, S. Halliday, Chief Clerk in the Administrator-General’s 
Office. 

Rev. C. S. Campbell, Curate. 

Mr. P. C. Pollock, Assistant Master, Training Institution. 

Mr. P. R. Sharpe, Clerk, Customs Department. 

20. The principal appointments and promotions during the year 
were :— 

Mr. Robert W. S. Mitchell to be Immigration Agent-General, in 
the room of Mr. John Daly, deceased ; Captain Edmund Fortescue 
to be Inspector of Prisons vice Col. J. Elliot, C.B., appointed by 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies to be Inspector-General of 
Police at Barbadoes; Captain W. F. Portlock Dadson appointed 
to succeed Captain Fortescue, Mr. N. Darnell Davis, Postmaster 
General, promoted to the office of Controller of Customs, in the 
room of Mr. Hugh W. Austin; retired on pension; Mr. F, M. 
Hodgson, of the General Post Office, London, appointed to be Post 
master-General of British Guiana; Mr. T. G. Wight, Assistant 
Crown Surveyor, promoted to be Crown Surveyor; Mr. C. B. 
King, Sub-Immigration Agent, promoted to be Senior Sub-Agent, 
in the room of Mr. J. F. Trotter appointed by the Secretary of State 
to be Protector of Immigrants at Mauritius; Mr J. T. Thorne, In- 
spector of Police, promoted to be Senior Inspector, vice Mr. P. H. 
R. Hill, promoted in 1880 to be Assistant Police Magistrate of 
Georgetown. j 

Mr. John Haughton appointed to be Stipendiary Magistrate, in 
succession to Mr. E. Smith, appointed in 1880 to be a District Judge 
in Jamaica, and the appointments of Drs. Massiah, Freeman, and 
Widdup to be Supernumerary Medical Officers in the Immigration 
Service of British Guiana. 


OFFICERS GIVING SECURITY. 


21. One hundred and ten public officers gave security during 
the year, as against fifty-four in the previous year. This increase 
is due to the operation of the Public Officers’ Guarantee Fund, 
established in 1880, and also to a decision of the Government that 
all officers who had dealings with public moneys should be re- 
quired to give security commensurate with the sums of money for 
which they were responsible. Seventy-six officers in consequence 
of this Order were placed on the roll of the fund during the year, 


PENSIONS. 


22. Mr. Hugh W. Austin, Controller of Customs availed him- 
self of the provisions of the Pension Ordinance, and retired on 
Ist July 1881 ona pension calculated on 15 years’ service; two 
officers retired on pension on account of ill heath, and one officer on 
account of infirmity of mind. 
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Bririsu Pusuic OrricERS W1p0ws AND Orpuans Funp. 
GUIANA. ; 
—_ 23. The receipts of this fund, which is formed by an abatement 


of 4 per cent. on all salaries above 100/, was in 1881 8,159/. 6s. 103d., 
and the expenditure 4,427/. 10s. 

There were 64 pensioners on the fund at the close of the year, 
eight of whom were added that year. 


PoruLATION. 


24, The population of the Colony, according to the Census taken 
on the 3rd April 1881, was 140,134 males and 112,052 females, 
total 252,186 showing a numerical increase in the decade of 
58,695 and a centesimal increase of 30°33. The area of the Colony 
being taken to be 76,000 square miles, the population is at the rate 
of three persons to the square mile. 

25. Increase.—The increase of population-is found under the 
following heads, viz. :— 


Natives of British Guiana ~ 36,069 
East Indian Immigrants - - + 22,480 
West Indian Immigrants - - 4,393 
Kuropeans  — - - 173 
Natives of other places’ - - 452 
64,107 
And the decrease under the following 
heads, viz. :— 
African Immigrants - - 2,464 
Chinese Immigrants - - 1,902 
Portuguese Immigrants” - - 1,046 
5,412 
Net increase in 10 years - - 58,695 


26. The following table shows the population of the Colony 
in each decade from 1831 to 1881, the number of persons to the 
square mile, and the numerical and centesimal increase in each ten 


years a 
No. of i 
Numerical * 
Years. Population. ng ope Increase of gece 
MA a Population. ; 
i) 
1831 = - F -| 98,000 1°28 
1841 - - - 98,154 1°29 154 0°15 
1851 - ? -| 135,994 1°78 37,840 38°55 
1861 - ‘ -| 155,907 2°05 19,913 14°64 
1875 ©" <- ‘ -| 193,491 2°54 37,584 24°10 
tani 3 -| 252,186 3°31 58,695 30°33 


Actual increase in 50 years - - - 154,186 or} 157°30 


HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 81 


27. Conjugal Condition—The number of unmarried males of 
all ages was 109,160; of females, 79,257. There were 27,912 
husbands, 25,821 wives, 3,062 widowers, and 6,974 widows. 

28. Occupation.— Agriculture gave employment to 108,225 
labourers, of whom 67,392 were males and 40,833 females. 
There were 14,563 domestic servants; 3,299 males and 11,264 
females. The mechanics and artizans numbered 10,086. 6,042 
persons were planters, farmers, or woodcutters, &c.; 3,970 were 
merchants, shopkeepers, or clerks; and 2,312 were engaged in the 
public service (625 being in the police force) or in learned 
professions. 

29, Birth-places, The native population was 149,635 (14,768 
of whom were born of parents from India); 18,318 were natives of 
the West Indies; 6,879 of Madeira and the Azores; 1,616 of 
Kurope; 5,077 of Africa; 65,161 of India (of whom 47,227 had 
completed their term of indentured service in the Colony); 4,394 
were natives of China; and 1,102 natives of other parts. 

30. Ages.—The ages of 191 persons could not be ascertained. 
45,109 males and 43,072 females, total 88,181, or 35 per cent. of 
the whole population, were under 20 years of age. 

The number over that age, and the per-centage of the same on 
the entire population (omitting the 191 persons whose ages were 
unknown), is as follows :— 


No. of Percentage 
Ages. Persons. on whole 
Population. 
20 Years and upwards) - - - a 22,742 9-02 
25 ” ” = e = - 28,909 11°47 
30, ” - - - - $2,331 12°83 
350 ” - - - - 19,237 7°63 
40 ” ” - - - - 22,002 8°73 
45 ” . “ - - 10,907 4°33 
50 ” » - - - - 16,614 4:21 
5D 45 ” - - - - 4,763 1°88 
60 ” ” = - - - 5,278 2°09 
65 »” ” Z bc - - 2,230 “88 
1 2% ” - - - - 2,043 “81 
75 ” ” = = - - 974 *39 
80 ” ” = al me - 1,784 aril 
Over 20 years of age - - - . a 65° 
Under 20 years of age’ - - - - — 35° 
100° 


31. Births—The number of births during the year was 8,144, 
or 32°29 per 1,000 of the population. 


MIscELLANEOUS RETURNS. 


32. Savings Banks.—The statistics of this institution continue 
to exhibit very satisfactory evidence of its progress. The toial 
number of depositors in 1881 exceeded the number in 1880 by 

R 1737. 
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1,116, and the aggregate amount of the deposits was 29,8947. 7s, 4d. 
more than in 1880. 

There were, at the close of the year, 5,013 immigrant depositors , 
with a sum of 114,602/. 10s. 24d. to their credit in the savings 
bank, and 65,211 Creole and European depositors with 
78,7751. 13s. 64d. to their credit. 

The deposits of immigrants give an average of 22/. 17s, 24d. 
per immigrant depositor, and those of the Creole and other de- 
positors an average of 151. 2s. 4d. per depositor. 

33. Paupers.—The number of persons who received poor law 
relief during the year was 2,449, a decrease of 10 from the number 
relieved in the previous year. 

34. Immigration—The number of immigrants introduced during 
the year was 4,423, equivalent to 4,058 statute adults, viz. :— 


rom Calcutta - - ~ 38,6954 
» Barbadoes - - 2074 

»» Madeira - - - 1553 
4,058 


The average cost per statute adult Indian immigrant was 
161, 19s. 6d. each during the season 1880-81, as compared with 
171, 14s. 6d., the average cost per immigrant during the previous 
season. 

The average cost per statute adult Barbadian immigrant intro- 
duced during the year was 3/. 13s. 14d., as compared with 
21. 0s. 7d., the average cost per immigrant during the previous 
year. The difference is attributed to the number of immigrants 
introduced in 1881, owing to the closing of the port through 
quarantine restrictions, being considerably less than the number 
introduced in 1880, while the cost of the establishment remained 
the same. 

The Madeira immigrants were introduced at an average cost 
of 7/, 5s. 10d. per statute adult. Public money is now, however, 
no longer appropriated to this class of immigration. 

35. Return Immigrants.—The number of Indian immigrants 
who returned to Calcutta during the year was 1,566 souls, or 
1,366} statute adults, being, as compared with the previous year, 
a decrease of 30 statute adults. The value of jewellery carried 
away by these return immigrants was estimated at 5,104/. 3s, 4d, 
The sums which they deposited with the Government for re- 
mittance to India amounted in the aggregate to 20,4337, 18s, 


EDUCATION. 
36. Elementary Schools—Thbere were 183 schools which re- 
ceived Government aid during 1881, viz. :-— 
Primary schools - - - 162 
Infant schools - » a 33 
Mission schools’ - - * 8 
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Aid was withdrawn from two schools in consequence of failure 
on inspection, and six new schools were added to the list of 
state-aided schools, 

The 174 schools which were inspected had on the registers 
21,486 children, whose average attendance during the twelve 
months previous to inspection was 11,398. ‘There were present 
at inspection 16,806, of whom 10,900 were examined. 


The comparison of these statistics with those for the two pre- 
ceding years shows a gradual improvement in each particular 
VIZ. :— 


esas | 1879, | 1880. | 1881. 
Average attendance - - | 10,192 10,915 11,398 
Present at inspection - - 14,954 16,155 16,806 
Number examined ~ - 8,632 10,104 10,900 
Number passed - - - 8,167 9,250 10,202 


837. Queen’s College.—This institution has sustained a sad loss 
by the death of the second master, Mr. F. H.° Stubbs, from 
yellow fever. It has also suffered from irregularity in the 
attendance of the pupils owing to the unhealthiness of the year. 

Six candidates from the college were entered during this year 
for the Cambridge local examination and one candidate , for the 
Gilchrist scholarship. 

38. Training Institution —Twenty-three students, the full 
number for which there is accommodation, were in residence 
during the year. At the annual examination for teachers 
certificates 11 students were successful, an increase of three over 
the number successful in the preceding year. 


On the 17th September an assistant master was appointed to 
the institution ; but Mr. James Pollock, on whom the appoint- 
ment was conferred, died within a month after his assumption of 
the duties. Mr. F. S. Tipson has been temporarily employed as 
assistant master in the institution since the death of Mr. Pollock. 


39. The Government School for Vagrants and Youthful 
Offenders.—There were 112 boys in the school on the 31st 
December 1881, showing an increase of 36 over the number in 
the institution on the same date in the preceding year. The 
boys were principally employed in agriculture, and during the 
year twenty additional acres of land were put into cultivation, 
making a total area of more than 48 acres of land now under 
cultivation in connexion with the institution, 


The health of the inmates was on the whole very satisfactory, 
and only one death occurred during the year. 
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IMPORTS. 


40. The value of the imports was 1,784,144/. 12s. 54d. As 
compared with the imports of 1880 there was a decrease of 
218,551/. 2s. 1jd., and, as indicated by their value, the imports 
of 1881 were lower than in any year since 1873. 


41. This falling off in the value of imports in 1881 is partly 
attributable to the stagnation of trade, consequent on the out- 
break of fever which occurred during the year and prevailed more 
or less generally throughout the West Indies, and the enforce- 
ment of quarantine restrictions thereby rendered necessary. As 
showing how the trade of British Guiana was affected by these 
restrictions, it may be stated that there was a marked decrease 
in the imports of produce of other Colonies sent to British Guiana 
for export, and also in British and American goods imported into 
the Colony for export to other parts. ‘The imports of sugar from 
Dutch Guiana alone showed a decrease of 13,063/., and the 
imports of goods admitted at 5 per cent. ad valorem duty, and not 
enumerated, showed a decrease of 101,7412 There was beside a 
falling off in the value of the following imports, viz. :— 


£ 
Coals - - - - 32,885 
Onions - - - 11,865 
Rice - - - - 33,754 
Wine, in wood - - 33,590 


The decrease in the imports of coal was an exceptional circum- 
stance, and the stock of coal in the Colony at the close of the 
year being insufficient to meet the demand, the manufacture of 
sugar was materially retarded thereby. The decrease under the 
head of rice does not arise from a falling off in the importations 
of that article, but is due to the lower prices prevailing in 1881. 
The importations of wine in 1880 were exceptional and for 
speculative purposes. 

42. The only item which exhibits a marked increase is that of 
dour, which shows an increase of 25,379/. This increase is chiefly 
attributable to the higher prices prevailing in 1881. 


Exports. 


43. The exports in 1881 were valued at 2,597,2917. 1s. 6d. as 
against 2,617,6242 12s. 10d. in 1880; showing a decrease of 
20,3337. lls. 4d. The value of the exports was at the rate of 
101. per head of the population. 


44, The following is a comparative statement of the value ot 
the articles of colonial produce exported in the years 1880 and 
1881. 
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Comparative Statement of the Value of Colonial Produce exported in 
the years 1880 and 1881, showing the increase or decrease in 
each article. 


Value of Value of 
Description of Articles. Neh ares Hen Guete Increase Decrease 
of the Colony, | of the Colony, in 1881, in 1881. 

1880. 1881. 

gs. od: £ 8 da. &£ sd, £& 8d, 
Coffee - : * - 176 12 6 87 9 7% ome 189 2 103 
Cocoanuts = - - 8,746 14 104 2,999 6 8 _ 947 8 WW 
Charcoal + . - 5,410 2 6 5,200 0 0 - 210 2 6 
Corn and pulse ” : 386 0 0 188 2 6 102 2 6 _ 
Cattle and live stock . 3,870 17 6 1,828 9 7 = 2,042 7 11 
Firewood - - - 103 6 0 115 9 2 12 8 2 _ 
Glue, fish, &c. . * 2,717 3 6 2,909 12 8 192 9 2 — 
Gum, Balata : - 2,401 0 8 4,605 9 2 2,204 8 11 — 
Other gums - - - 1,098 19 5 4,762 4 8% 3,668 5 8% _ 
Hides and horns - - 2,782 15 2 8,029 1 2% 296 6 Of — 
Match splints . - 135. 2 1 _ _ 185 2 1 
Molasses’ - - - 74,379 7 6 75,140 0 0 760 12 6 - 
Rum - : - - 184,745 0 0 283,722 14 2 98,977 14 2 — 
Shingles - - - 8,478 5 7 8,543 6 8 65 0 7% _ 
Sugar - : - - | 2,080,292 10 0 | 2,019,257 9 2% mat 61,0385 0 9% 
Timber z : -| 1595117 4 4,957 8 103 = 10,994 8 5} 
Non-enumerated - - 2,635 6 0 2,691 4 105 55 18 103 = 


ee | 


2,383,906 0 3 | 2,414,987 8 38 106,335 1 3 75,303 13 3 
Net increase - : 81,081 8 0 — _- 81,081 8 0 


— ee 


2,414,987 8 8 | 2,414,937 8 8 | 106,335 1 3 | 106,855 1 38 


45. The foregoing figures demonstrate that the falling off in 
exports which occurred in 1881 did not arise from any decrease 
in the value of exports of colonial produce, but occurred in the 
exports of the produce and manufactures of other countries. 
The exports to the United States alone of produce of other 
countries fell from 35,0912. in 1880 gto 10,8147. in 1881. This 
decrease, and the decrease which occurred in respect to exports 
of produce from Dutch Guiana, Trinidad, and other West Indian 
ports, is doubtless chiefly attributable to the enforcement of 
quarantine restrictions, as already adverted to. 

46. The principal item of increase in the exports was rum, but 
this increase does not arise from an increased exportation of that 
article. It is due to the higher price for Demerara rum which 
prevailed in 1881. 

There was an increase of 5,872/.in the value of Balata and 
other gums exported in 1881. ‘This trade has been gradually 
developing itself during the past few years. 
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SHIPPING, 


47. The number of vessels entered and cleared at the ports of 
Georgetown and New Amsterdam during 1881 was as follows :— 


2, 


Entered. Cleared. 

a Ports. 
No. | Tonnage. | No. | Tonnage. 

ce 
2 Georgetown - - - 109 83,556 108 83,681 
e New Amsterdam - - - 2 1,379 2 1,379 
g Total : - 111 84,935 110 85,060 
eal ; 
4 | Georgetown - “ -| 811 | 168,965 | 802] 167,509 
a New Amsterdam - - - 49 6,702 46 6,410 
> ——$ —— 
ap Total - -| 860 | 175,667 848 | 173,919 
= ee | a | te | ee a ne 
& | Total Steam and Sailing Vessels - | 971 | 260,602 958 | 258,979 


48. These figures when compared with the statistics for the 
preceding year show an increase in 1881 in the number of steam 
vessels, while there is a more than corresponding decrease in that 
year in the number of sailing vessels trading to the Colony. The 
comparison is as follows :— 


aoe Vessels. 1880. | 1881, Increase. | Decrease. 
Seman nnn rns nnn ee neem 

aa Steam Vessels - - 91 111 20. — 

2 Sailing Vessels - ~ 1,005 860 — 145 

2 Sa | EE A A | LL 

a Total - -| 1,096 971 — 125 

“a Steam Vessels - - 89 110 pi — 

z Sailing Vessels - - 1,061 848 — 213 

g es et Bee SETS at res et 

So) Total - . | 1,150 958 — 192 

AGRICULTURE. 


49. Sugar Estates.—The number of sugar estates in cultiva- 
tion on 3lst December was 109, occupying a total area of 143,182 
acres. Of this area 77,958 acres were in cane cultivation, showing 
an increase of 2,993 acres more than in the preceding year ; 
2,652 acres were in plantain cultivation; the remaining 62,570 
acres were uncultivated. The quantity of sugar exported was 
102,565 hogsheads, giving an average produce per acre of cane 
cultivation of 1°32 hogshead, exclusive of the quantity consumed 
in the Colony. 

50. Cocoa Cultivation.—Attention has recently been given to 
the cultivation of cocoa, which is indigenous to the Colony, and 
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it is hoped that this valuable product may yet become a staple of — Brrrisu 

export. GUIANA, 
51. Rate of Wages—There is no perceptible fluctuation in the ee 

rate of wages. The total amount of wages paid on the sugar 

estates during the year 1880 has been ascertained to be as 

follows :— 


£ ay! 
Demerara - - 659,277 16 32 
Essequebo - - 227,866 13 10 
Berbice ~ - 203,505 6 104 


1,090,649 17 0 


The whole Colony 


The total amount paid in 1870 was 875,712i. 5s, 1d. 
The comparison of the exports of those two years is as 
follows :— 


— | 1870. | 1880. 
Sugar, hogsheads - - - - 94,944 108,536 
Rum, puncheons - - - - - 27,169 24,633 
Molasses, casks - - - - 17,606 17,001 


The cost of the production of a hogshead of sugar was, there- 
fore, in 1880 102, 1s. as compared with 9/. 4s. 4d. in 1870; thus 
clearly showing that the rate of wages was not diminished in 
1880. 

52, Demand for Labour,—The urgent demand for agricultural 
labourers continues unabated. The large number of immigrants 
introduced into the Colony during the past ten years has not at all 
affected the rate of wages as is shown in the preceding paragraph. 
The increase of the labouring population brings about a 
corresponding increase of cultivation, and as the resources of 
the Colony are at present but partially developed there is every 
prospect of a long continuance of the demand for labour. 

53. Prices of Produce.—The prices for articles of Colonial 
produce were higher during the year under report than during 
the preceding year, as is shown in the following comparative 
statement, viz. :— 


—_— | 1880. | 1881. 
& 28, a; % 8s d. 
Cocoanuts - - - per 1,000 3 2 6 3 9 8 
Sugar - - - - ,, hhd. 19) S54 1913 9 
Rum - - - - 4, puncheon 710, 6 arr SS 
Molasses - - = 59) Cask 4 7 6 5 0 0 
Timber - - - - 5, cubic foot eo. 143 0 0O 103 
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54, Prices of the various Articles of Consumption.—The following 
were the prices of some of the principal articles of food, viz.:— 
bread, per lb. loaf 4d.; milk, per pint 3d.; beef, per lb. 8d; 
pork 9d.; mutton 1s. ; salt fish 3d.; yams 13d.; sweet. potatoes 1d 
rice 2d.; plantains, per bunch 6d. to 1s. 8d.; coffee, per lb. 7d. 5 
tea ls. 8d. to 4s, 2d.; sugar 24d. to 5d. 


55. The importance of the introduction of labour - saving 
machinery for the cultivation of the soil has long been recognized 
by colonists, and in 1838 and the following nine years provision 
was annually made on the estimate of a grant in aid of the 
introduction of machinery and implements adapted to agricultural 
purposes. More recently (in 1875) the Combined Court passed 
a resolution authorizing the Governor to offer premiums to the 
extent of 20,8232 6s. 8d. for the introduction of machinery which 
might supersede manual labour in the tilling of the soil and in 
other work connected with the manufacture of sugar; but the 
attempts hitherto made to introduce such machinery have not 
been attended with the desired measure of success. 


GRANTS OF LAND. 


56. During this year 22 licenses of occupancy and 23 wood- 
cutting licenses were issued as against 15 licenses of occupancy 
and 25 woodcutting licenses issued in the preceding year. T'ifteen 
of the licenses were for tracts of 100 acres and under ; 25 for 
tracts of land above 100 acres, but not exceeding 500 acres; and 
five for tracts of more than 500 acres each. ‘The entire grants 
made in 1881 represent 11,168 acres of Crown lands granted 
during the year, as compared with 8,780 acres granted in 1880. 


The timber exported during the year amounted to 113,313 
feet, valued at 4,957/, 8s. 103d. 


CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 


57. Police Reports—-The number of offences reported to the 
police or to the magistrates during 1881 was 13,517, an increase 
of 98 over the number reported in 1880. 


58. Apprehensions and Summonses.—The number of persons 
brought before the magistrates’ courts was 27,196, as compared 
with 28,217 in the previous year. ‘The cases were disposed of as 
follows :-— 


Convicted - - - - 13,065 
Discharged - - . ~ “878 
Acquitted  - - - - 5,027 
Sent on to superior courts - - 326 
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59. Summary Convictions—The total number of summary 
convictions in the magistrates’ courts was 13,065. The only head 
under which there was an increase is that of “Offences against 
the person,” which exhibits an increase of 225 over the number in 
1880. 


60. Indictments and Informations in the Superior Courts— The 
total number of cases tried in the superior courts was 471, a de- 
crease of 45 from the number of cases in 1880. There was a very 
satisfactory decrease in the number of trials for murder, there 
having been only 6 convictions of this crime in 1881 as compared 
with 19 in 1880. The convictions of manslaughter were 14 as 
compared with 20 in 1880. 

The cases tried in the superior courts ended in the following 
manner, viz. :— 


Judgment for the Crown - - 233 
Judgment for the prisoner - - 127 
Case fell through for want of prosecution 111 
471 


GAOLS AND PRISONERS. 


61. The total number of prisoners committed was 6,899, showing 
a decrease in 1881 of 1,494 prisoners. ‘There was a decrease of 
1,316 commitments under the head of “ penal imprisonment,” the 
commitments in 1881 being 5,351 as against 7,667 in 1880. 
558 persons were committed for safe custody till trial, or for want 
of security, and five for debt. The daily average number in prison 
was 980 as compared with 1,023 in 1880. The prevailing diseases 
were fever and dysentery. The daily average on the sick list was 
54 as compared with 59°37 in 1880. There were 30 deaths from 
natural causes as against 20 in 1880, No cases of suicide occurred. 
Three executions took place. 


HOosPItTaLs, 


62. Admissions.—There were 436 patients in the public hospital 
at Georgetown at the beginning of the year. The number of 
admissions during the year was 5,746. Deducting from these 
latter figures 82 births and 183 admissions of relatives and friends 
of patients, the number of actual patients admitted for treatment 
during the year was 5,481, a decrease of 357 patients as compared 
with the number admitted in 1880. 


The admissions to the public hospital at New Amsterdam 
were 1,433 as against 1,494 in the preceding year, and deducting 
10 admissions of relatives and friends of patients, the number 
treated in 1881 was 1,423. 
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63, Discharges.—The number of patients discharged from the 
two hospitals was as follows :— 


— Georgetown. | New Amsterdam. 
Cured S . s : 3,296 483 
Relieved - - - - - 1,304 567 
Not Improved - - - - 289 81 
4,889 1,131 


64, Deaths.—There were 897 deaths in the hospital at George- 
town as compared with 806 in 1880. Ninety-seven of the patients 
were moribund and died within 24 hours of admission, and 
deducting these the mortality was at the rate of 14°57 per cent. 
of the patients treated as compared with 13°83 per-cent, in 
1880. 

The deaths at the Hospital in New Amsterdam numbered 187 
as compared with 251 in 1880. 

Twenty-six died within 24 hours of admission, and, omitting 
these from the calculations, the death rate in 1881 was 11°31 per 
cent. of the patients treated as compared with 12°38 per cent. in 
1880. 

65. Diseases—The nine principal diseases treated at the 
hospital in Georgetown were :— Ulcers, 593 cases; intermittent 
fever, 472; phthisis, 272; diarrhoea, 266; rheumatism, 264 ; 
debility, 235; ancemia, 228; syphilis 197; and dropsy, 192. 

The following is a table of the diseases treated at the two 
hospitals, and of the deaths from such diseases :— 

Pre enna tnt 7 ee Be Se ee 
Georgetown. New Amsterdam. 


No. of Cases. Deaths. No. of Cases. Deaths. 


Zymotic - - 1,877 274 | 641 86 
Constitutional  - - 6038 276 224 58 
Local - - - 2,082 205 553 95 
Developmental - - 634 118 25 9 
Accidents - - 285 24 51 3) 

Total - a 5,481 897 1,494 251 


Lunatic ASyLuM. 

66. Admissions—The number of admissions to this institution 
was 100, viz., 65 males and 35 females, as compared with 101 
admissions in 1880, The daily average number of lunatics in the 
asylum during the year was 340. 
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‘67, Discharges.—Thirty-five inmates (23 males and 12 females) 
were discharged as cured, an increase of 15 over the number 
discharged in the preceding year. 

68. Deaths.—There were 37 deaths in the institution, viz., 
24 males and 13 females. Bright’s disease was in most cases the 
immediate cause of death. The per-centage of deaths on the 
average number was 10:7, and on the whole number of patients 
treated 8°5, 

69. Classification of Patients—The cases in the asylum at the 
close of the year were classified as follows :— 


Quiet, chronic, and convalescent - - 46°52 
Maniacal - - ~ - - 39°83 
Idiotic, paralytic, and epileptic - - - 10°58 
Melancholy, acute - - - - 3:07 


70. Nationalities—The inmates admitted in 1881 were natives 
of following places, viz. :—British Guiana, 27 ; India, 49 ; Madeira, 
4; China, 1; Africa, 3; Barbadoes, 9; other West Indian 
Islands, 2; Surinam, 2; Europe, 3. 


Leper ASYLUMS. 


71. Admissions—At the asylum for males at Mahaica there 
were 74 admissions during the year (11 being re-admissions) as 
compared with 81 admissions in 1880. ‘The admissions to the 
Kaow Island Asylum were 14. The total number of inmates at 
these two asylums for males was, on 31st December, 1881, as 
against 175 inmates in 1880. At the close of the year the new 
asylum for females erected at Gorchum was nearly ready for 
occupation, The female lepers were throughout the year accom- 
modated in a separate building on the grounds of the Georgetown 
Hospital. 

72. Deaths—31 inmates died at the Mahaica Asylum and five 
at the Kaow Island Asylum, all more or less from the exhaustion 
caused by the disease. 

(Signed) I, W. Couirer, 

Government Secretary's Office, 

British Guiana, 
5th August 1882. 
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No. 6. 


Administrator J. Scorr Busuxz, C.M.G., to the Right Hon. the 
Ear or KIMBERLEY. 


My Lorp, Trinidad, August 14, 1882. 

I wave the honour to transmit the Blue Book of this 
Colony for the year 1881, with the following report upon the 
statistical returns and on the progress of the Colony generally. 


[L— Taxes and Duties. 


2. The import duties were levied under the Ordinance No. 
19 of 1879 modified as respects the items spirits and oils by the 
Ordinance No. 16 of 1881, which was passed on the 19th No- 
vember 1881, and came into operation on the same day. By this 
Ordinance the duty on imported rum was raised from five 
shillings (5s.) to six shillings (6s.) the gallon, and on all other 
spirits from seven shillings (7s.) to eight shillings (8s.) the 
gallon; and the duty on cocoanut oil was increased from four- 
pence (4d.) to sixpence (6d) per gallon, while all other oils were 
charged with a duty of 1s. instead of 9d. 

3. The export duty imposed under Ordinance No. 19 of 1880 
for the purposes of immigration was on a slightly higher scale 
than in 1880. ‘The rates were on sugar :— 


8 a. 
For every hogshead - - = 4 QO 
TC = = sek ma 
» barrel - - - ico gr 
On Molasses :-— 
For every puncheon - - - 2 4 
a half puncheon - - aie | EB) 
On Rum :— 
For every puncheon - - - 4 8 
On Cocoa :— 
For every 100 lbs. - - - 1 0 
On Coffee :— 
For every 100 lbs. - - - 010 


4. The excise duty on rum was levied under Ordinance No, 4 
of 1878 until the 9th November 1881, when by the Ordinance 
No. 16 of 1881 the rate was increased from 5s, to 6s. per gallon, 


hydrometer proof. 
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5. The customs duties realised in 1881 148,8437. 17s. 2d., as 
compared with 150,766/. Os. 10d. realised in 1880, and the 
rum duty also showed a small deficiency, the receipts for the 
years 1880 and 1881 being respectively 95,128/ 17s. and 
93,6511. 1s. Sid. 

6. By the Ordinance No. 1 of 1881, which came into operation 
on the 23rd March of that year, four classes of spirit licenses 
were created. Under Ordinance 20 of 1879 licenses were issued 
for Port of Spain, San Fernando, and for the country districts, 
but by the new law the licenses issuable in respect of towns 
other than Port of Spain or San Fernando are charged with a 
higher rate than applies to country districts, in the strict sense of 
the term. The large increase in the amount received for licenses 
in 1881, as compared with 1880, the respective sums being 
23,606/. 10s. 23d. and 11,0337. 12s. Od., does not represent an 
actual increase of revenue to that extent, but is partially caused 
by the entire receipts for the whole island being accounted for 
together, instead of the ward revenue being kept distinct as 
under the former system. 


IJ.—-Revenue and Expenditure. 


7. The revenue of 1881 was 464,967/. 19s. 5d., and was in 
excess of that of 1880 by 29,178/. 16s. 6d. The increase in 
1880, as compared with 1879, was 10,694/. 16s. 14d. The items 
of revenue to which this large increase in 1881 is due are:— 


£ 
Immigration - ~ = 4,871 
Licenses - - - = 72,672 
Taxes - - - - 26,778 
Railway - - - - 2,753 
Miscellaneous receipts - = ° 2,074 


The deficiency in inland revenue is counterbalanced by the 
receipts for licenses, taxes, &c., which formerly were credited to 
the wards in which they were raised. 

8. The expenditure of 1881 was 500,423/. 5s. 4d, being an in- 
crease on that of 1880 of 41,7827. 15s. 114d., and in excess of the 
revenue of 1881 by 35,455/. 5s. 11d. This increased expenditure 
is principally distributed amongst the following services :— 


£ 

Establishments - “ - 6,400 
Hospitals - - - - 4,587 
Education - - - - 762 
Convict depdts - - - 5,492 
Drawbacks - - - - 1,364 
Railway working expenses - - 6,228 

», interest, and sinking fund - 7,641 


Public works ~ - - 30,341 
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The expenditure on the following services shows a decrease as 
compared with 1880 :—— ; 


£ 
Police and gaols”—- - - 5,054 
Immigration ~ - - 6,584 
Miscellaneous - - - 1,490 


IIL —Local Revenues. 


9, The revenue of the ward unions, which up to the year 1878 
was included in this heading as being specially for local purposes, 
are now merged under various heads of service in the general 
revenue of the Colony, and the only purely local revenues are 
those collected by the municipal bodies of Port of Spain and San 
Fernando, 

10. The revenue of Port of Spain was in 1881 19,8052. 19s. 33d, 
and in 1880 16,1602 1s. 74d., while in 1871 it was 8,976/. 6s, 72d. 
The expenditure for 1881 was 15,4751. 2s. 9d., and for 1880 
17,7031. 2s. 7d., while in 1871 it was 6,6982. 7s. 13d. These 
figures, taken in connexion with the increase of the population 
as shown by the census returns in 1881, will convey some idea of 
the growth and extension of the chief town of the island. 

11. The chief sources of the revenue of the borough are :— 


L 
The house rate, which realised from 
Ist of September 1880 to 3lst 
August 1881 - - - 7,661 
Market dues - - - 3,947 
Cemetery dues - - 1,175 


Licenses of various kinds (not includ- 
ing spirits, which go to general 
revenue) - - - - 898 


Sale and rents of properties - - 1,500 
And the proceeds of debentures sold 

under an Ordinance authorising 

their issue for the improvement of 

the town - - - - 4,300 

12. The principal items of the borough expenditure are :— 
i £ 

Town improvement - - - 2,485 
Markets ~ - - - 356 
Cemeteries - - - - 520 
Asylums= - « ee - 868 
Repairing, scavenging, and lighting 

streets and squares - - 8,044 
Vaccination and registration - - 372 
Administrative Department - - 1,150 


Purchase of property - - 907 
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13. The revenue of San Fernando for 1881 was 3,377/. 10s. 9d, 
as compared with 3,352/. 1s. 9d. in 1880; the expenditure was 
3,4711. 4s, 11d., as compared with 4,016/. 16s. 04d. in 1880. The 
revenue and expenditure for 1871 were 4,084l. 7s, 2d. and 
3,860/. 13s. respectively, but these amounts include certain special 
receipts and expenditure for tramroads which have ceased to 
appear in the accounts. Ona comparison of the revenue for the 
last 10 years with the figures for Port of Spain, as well as the 
population returns for the same period, it would appear that San 
Fernando has not made progress corresponding with that of the 
former town. 


2 
The house assessment in San Fernando 
yielded in 1881 - - - 1,579 
Wharf dues - - - - 603 
Market dues - - - 304. 
The expenditure was on :— 
Ea 
Streets - - - - 1,090 
Almshouses - - - - 241 
Cemetery - - 4 ~ 183 


é 


-IV.— Public Debt. 


14, The public debt was increased in 1881 by 100,0002., raised 
under Ordinance No. 8 of 1880 for the extension of the railway 
to San Fernando. The amount raised for the construction of 
railways from 1874 to the end of 1881 was 500,000l., of which 
10,980/. was repaid. The outstanding public debt, irrespective of 
that incurred for railways, is only 11,700/., which will very shortly 
be extinguished, leaving the Colony free from old obligations and 
with a debt which her growing resources will be amply sufficient 
to meet, while the object for which it has been incurred may be 
expected year by year more fully to develop those resources and 
to add to her prosperity. 


V.—Public Works. 


15. Under this heading are included works and buildings, roads 
and bridges, surveys of Crown lands, and the construction and 
repair of waterworks, besides the maintenance of a saw mill, lime 
kiln, transport train, and the working of quarries. 

The expenditure on public works in 1881 was 108,411/., being 
30,3417. more than in 1880, and it may be divided in the follow- 
ing proportions :— 


£ 
Roads and bridges - - - 60,932 
Works and buildings - - 37,950 
Miscellaneous ~ ~ - 4,266 
Survey of lands’ - - - 1,655 


San Fernando waterworks 


3,607 
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The expenditure on roads consists principally of repairs to the 
local and main roads, but the construction of new roads and 
bridges is proceeding as rapidly as the Colony’s funds will allow, 
though not by any means in proportion to the wants or demands 
of the several localities. 

16. The principal works executed during the year were the 
construction of gas works at the Governor’s residence, St. Ann’s; 
the completion of the Government printing office; a new harbour 
master’s office and commercial rooms; new house of refuge; 
additions to the Custom House, additions to the Royal gaol, pur- 
chase of lands at St. Ann’s to be devoted to the construction of a 
female prison, and the completion of the San Fernando water- 
works. 

17. On the 4th November 1881 the greater portion of the 
police barracks, the erection of which was completed in- 1876, 
was accidentally destroyed by fire. The restoration of these 
buildings to their former condition is estimated to cost 30,000/. 


VI.—Railways. 


18. On the Ist January 1881 the San Fernando extension of the 
railway was opened as far as Claxton’s Bay, which, with the Arima 
line, makes a length of 38; miles. Since the beginning of this 
year the line has been completed and opened for traffic to San 
Fernando. ‘The entire loan authorised for railways to 31st De- 
cember 1881 was 500,000/, but the expenditure at that date 
amounted to 520,624/. Provision for a further loan has been 
made by the Ordinance No. 1 of 1882. 

19. The Arima line connects Port of Spain with the eastern 
portion of the island for a distance of 16 miles, where it terminates 
in the centre of a large cacao-growing district, while beyond it is 
an undeveloped country, the resources of which are yet unex- 
plored. ‘The San Fernando line, branching off in a southerly 
direction at St. Joseph, intersects an extensive sugar producing 
range of country, and terminates at the second port in the island, 
where it is connected by the Guaracara tramroad with the 
largest and most important agricultural district in the island. 
The following figures will show the results of the working of the 
railway for 1880 and 1881:— 


Receipts. Rekct : 
pts | Passengers | Working 
¥ear. for : 5 Revenue. 
Coanhine, for Goods. carried. Expenses. 
£ £ £ £ 
1880 - -| 24,708 11,051 627,416 24,034 11,724 
1881 - - | 25,877 9,655 705,726 25,050 10,482 


The decrease in the revenue of the line is due to the sugar crop 
or the year having been short, which reduced the traffic by 


HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 97 


several thousand tons. This may be regarded as only one of the 
fluctuations of trade which must be expected, and there is reason 
to hope that the line will pay a fair percentage on the capital 
invested, 


VII.— Legislation. 


20. ‘Twenty-three Ordinances were passed by the Legislative 
Council during the year, a list of the titles of which is 
appended :— 

No, 1.—To regulate the granting of licenses for the retail of 
spirituous liquors. 

No. 2.—To amend the law as to coroners. 

No. 3.—For repealing certain Orders in Council which have 
ceased to be in force or have become unnecessary. 

No. 4.—To amend the Harbours Ordinance 1880. 

No. 5.—To regulate hackney carriages in the town of San 
Fernando. 

No. 6.—-To maie provision as to the marriages and divorces 
of Indian immigrants. 

No. 7.—To ratify and confirm the supplemental estimates for 
the service of the year 1880, and the issue of certain moneys paid 
for the service of the Government of the Colony during the same 
year. 

: No. 8.—To make further provision for defraying the expenses 
of the Government of this Colony for the year 1881. 

No. 9.—To amend the Public Health Ordinance 1869. 

No. 10.—For the protection of certain wild birds. 

No. 11.—For more effectually enforcing the discipline of the 
police force. 

No. 12.—To amend the Ordinance No. 5 for 1873, intituled an 
Ordinance to regulate the salary of officers administering the 
Government of Trinidad, and for other purposes. 

No. 13.—To render applicable the provisions of the Public Land 
Charges Ordinance 1879 to the Diego Martin water rate. 

No. 14.—To amend the Hackney Carriage (San Fernando) 
Ordinance 1881. 

No. 15.—For repealing certain Ordinances which have ceased 
to be in force or have become unnecessary. 

No. 16.—To repeal certain duties on rum and other spirits, and 
on all kinds of oils, and to raise other duties in lieu thereof. 

No. 17.—To make provision for defraying the expenses of the 
Government of this Colony for the year 1882. 

No. 18.—For raising funds in aid of immigration for the year 
1882. 

No. 19.—To amend the Foreign Reprints Ordinance 1879. 

No. 20.—To amend the Education Ordinance 1875. 

No. 21.—For prohibiting the keeping open of shops after a 
certain hour on Sunday. 

No. 22.--For raising additional funds in aid of immigration 
for the year 1882. 

R 1737. 
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No. 23.—To authorise the raising of a loan of 140,300/. for the 
completion of the San Fernando Extension Railway and the con- 
struction of the Cumuto and Guaracara Railways. 

21. The most important, perhaps, of these is No. 6, “to make 
“ provision as to the marriages and divorces of Indian immi- 
« grants,” which is an attempt to provide a remedy for the evils 
which lead to the frequent crime of wife-murder among the coolie 
population. The Ordinance No. 22, which imposed an export 
duty on cocoanuts, was not confirmed by Her Majesty, and the 
Ordinance No. 23, passed on 22nd December 1881, was repealed 
by anew enactment passed on the 13th January 1882, “to authorise 
«the raising of a loan of 120,000/. for the completion of the San 
“ Fernando Extension Railway and the construction of the 
“ Guaracara Railway.” 


VIIL.— Legislative Council. 


22, Mr. Charles Cleaver was appointed to the seat in the 
Council rendered vacant by the resignation in November 1880 of 
Mr. André Bernard, and by his death in July 1882 the Council 
has been again deprived of a useful member. 


IX.—Civil Establishment. 


23. Few changes occurred in the higher branches of the Civil 
Service. The Colony lost the valued services of Doctors Martin, 
Thompson, and Macnamara, who died of the prevailing malignant 
fever, and of Dr. W. Devenish, who died while absent on leave. 
Doctors Buchanan, Alston, Percy, and Wolseley were added to the 
medical staff. 

Mr. B. H. Reinecker, the Auditor-General, died in August 1881, 
and Mr J. W. O’Brien, the Postmaster-General, was appointed to 
act. 

Several appointments were made to subordinate posts in the 


Public Works Department. 


X.——Pensions. 


24, New pensions to the amount of 272/, 5s. were granted 
during the year, and pensions to the amount of 505/. 14s. 7d, 
lapsed by the death of the retired officers. 


XI. —Population. 


25, The decennial census was taken on the 4th April 1881, 
and showed a total population of 153,128, of which 83,716 were 
males and 69,412 females, and the number of persons in the 
married state was 33,882. The increase in the population as 
ascertained in 1871 is 43,490, or 40 per cent., and the proportion 
of the population to the area of the island, 1754°50 square miles, 
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is 87. The inhabitants of Port of Spain numbered 31,858 as 
against 23,561 in 1871, and San Fernando 6,335 as against 5,006. 
The following figures show the diversified nationalities of which 
the population is composed :— 


Born in Trinidad (exclusive of children 


born of Indian parents) - - 69,307 
Children born in Trinidad of Indian 
parents - - - - 12,809 
From British Colonies - a - 24,047 
» the United Kingdom - - 1,062 
gars Aoning..< (2s - - - 1,266 
sg eel ta: - - - - 36,020 
» difrica « ~ - - 8,035 
Portuguese - - - - 709 
Italians - - ~ - - 42 
From Venezuela - - - 2997 
Other foreign countries - A - 2,083 
Not described - - - - 441 
Total ~ - - 153,128 


26. The registered births of the year 1881 were 5,389, and 
the deaths 5,006, or an increase in the year 1880 of 43 births 
and 996 deaths. The increased death rate is accounted for to a 
great extent by the prevalence of fever of a very malignant type 
during the year, The normal ratio of births to the population 
may be taken to be 35,22, per thousand, and the death rate 
26,86. per thousand. ‘The census tables did not include any 
column for religious persuasions, but the following interesting 
facts may be mentioned as to the general occupations and con- 
dition of the population :— 

There were on the 4th April 55,052 agricultural labourers and 
10,728 labourers not engaged in agriculture ; 8,747 mechanics 
and handicraftsmen, 5,838 domestic servants, 4,545 laundresses, 
7,855 sempstresses, 5,081 engaged in mercantile pursuits, 2,615 
planters, including managers and overseers of estates, 256 blind 
persons, 141 deaf and 39 dumb. 


XII.— Savings Banks and other Numerical Returns. 


27, There was deposited in the Government savings banks on 
31st December 1881 by 2,825 depositors the sum of 41,499/. 4s. 74d. 
The interest paid is 4 per cent., but at present the sum depositable 
is limited to 30/. in one year and 100/ in all. By an Ordinance 
recently passed greater facilities are proposed to be offered tu 
depositors, and provision is made for establishing branch banks in 
the country districts so as to bring the advantages of these in- 
stitutions within the reach of a larger number of persons, and afford 
increased encouragement to thrift. 
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TRINIDAD. 28. The number of Indian immigrants introduced into the 
= Colony was 2,655, and 473 who were entitled to a return passage 
left the Colony. 

29. Besides what may be called the permanent immigration 
which goes on from India, there is a constant influx of immigrants 
from the neighbouring Colonies, a large proporticn of which, 
doubtless, leave the island again ; but there can be no doubt from 
the population returns that a very considerable addition is made 
to the labouring and artizan classes of the inhabitants of ‘Trinidad 
by this means, and that this species of immigration, while it adds 
to our material prosperity, must be also taken into account in any 
examination into the increase of crime. 


XIIIT— Education. 


30. There are two colleges for higher education, the Queen’s 
Royal College, entirely supported by the Government, and the 
College of the Immaculate Conception, conducted by the Roman 
Catholic Church and liberally aided by the Government. In these 
at the end of the year there were 50 and 137 students respectively. 
The number at the Queen’s Royal College was below the average 
on account of the unhealthy state of the island. 

31. The number of students in the Normal Training School 
was 19, and the pupils in the Boys’ Model School numbered 141, 
while the number in the Girls’ School was 133. Besides these 
there were in Port of Spain the Kindergarten School, with 38 
pupils and three Primary Schools with an attendance of 442. 
There are altogether 50 primary schools supported entirely by the 
Government with an average attendance of 3,201, and 48 assisted 
schools, 13 under the care of the Church of England, 25 Roman 
Catholic, 1 Baptist, and 9 Coolie mission schools, with an average 
attendance of 3,977, besides a school maintained by the Borough 
Council of San Fernando, 2 orphan asylums, and 20 estates schools 
supported by the Presbyterian Church for children of Indian 
immigrants. The total number of children attending public 
schools may be stated at 9,056, but there are several private 
schools, the attendance at which has not been ascertained. 

32. The results of the examination held in January 1881 of the 
students of the Queen’s Royal College and the College of the 
Immaculate Conception were satisfactory. One student from the 
latter passed in third-class honours, and one from the former in 
first-class honours. To the first named an exhibition of 1501. per 
annum for three years was granted, and to the second a minor 
exhibition of 502, owing to his being below the prescribed. age. 
An exhibition for three vears has since been awarded to this 
student and to two others who passed in December 1881. 

33. The expenditure on public education in 1881 was 
12,9857. 16s. 114d., besides the salaries of the inspector of schools 
and his staff, the masters of the Queen’s Royal College, the 
superintendents of the model schools, and the expenses generaily 
of higher education. 
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XIV.—Imports and Exports. 


34, The annexed tabular statement shows the value of imports 


into and exports from the island in 1880 and 1881 :— 


Year. Imports. Exports. 
£ ed. £ $5 Os 
1880 - - - 2,382,632 17 0 2,185,512 4 0 
1881 - - - 2,226,276 7 0 2,099,101 9 0 
35. The imports are thus classified :— 

a, 8, 

From the United Kingdom - 828,443 19 

» British Colonies - 229,211 9 


» Foreign Countries 


1,168,620 19 


2,226,276 7 
36. The exports may be thus subdivided :— 


Produce and British, Foreign, 


Where shipped. Manufacture of the and Colonial 
Colony. Produce. 
£ Cod. £ hp, Te 
To United Kingdom - - 764,603 15 0 231,821 0 0 
5, British Colonies - - 88,271 5 O 23,745 3 0 
» Foreign Countries a 2 286,272 8 O 704,887 18 0 


i et 


1,139,147 8 0O 


a 


2,099,101 9 0 


os 


959,954 1 0 


Total - - 


37. The value and amount of the staples and manufactures 


of the Colony exported in 1880 and 1881 are shown in the 
annexed table :— 


1880. 188], 
Description. 
Amount. Value. Amount. | Value. 
SO Sek LA ON EE Ee ee eee ee ee Ae 
£ & 
Sugar - - Tons 58,384 858,081 43,608 668,153 
Cocoa - - Lbs. | 10,999,385 302,358 | 10,809,796 266,613 
Coffee - uch Se 35,130 1,039 41,870 1,175 
Molasses - Gals. 1,509,226 44,357 1,417,550 46,908 
Rum - =! gy 28,793 2,510 935 103 
Asphalt - - Ton 22,926 25,213 26,605 29,271 
Cocoanuts - - | 4,227,276 14,192 6,644,218 20,924 
Bitters - - Galls 23,614 23,702 28,708 28,708 
Cotton, raw - Bales — = 20 60 
Cocoanut fibre - Lbs. 3,021 39 5,460 27 
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‘TRINIDAD. XV.— Shipping. 


38. The number of sailing vessels which entered at ports in 
this island during 1881 was 1,977, with a tonnage of 133,590; and 
the number of steam vessels which entered was 245, with a ton- 
nage of 280,486. During the year 1,976 sailing vessels, with a 
tonnage of 140,018, and 244 steamers, with a tonnage of 
279,785, cleared from ports in the Colony. While there is a 
decrease of 485 vessels and of 13,675 tons as compared with 
1880 in the sailing vessels entered, there is a decrease of only 
three in the number of steam vessels, and of 12,358 in their ton- 
nage, as compared with 1880. 

39. When the restrictions put upon trade by the quarantine 
regulations during a great part of the year are taken into con- 
sideration, there will be no difficulty in accounting for the dimi- 
nution observable in the import, export, and shipping returns, 
and also in the revenue, which is so much dependent on free 
commercial intercourse with the neighbouring Colonies. 


XVI.— Agriculture, Grants of Lands. 


40. During 1881, 7,479 acres of Crown lands were sold or 
granted, yielding a revenue of 11,682/., and with the increased 
immigration from: other Colonies, and the opening up of the 
country by railway extension the demand for Crown lands is on the 
increase. The establishment of cocoa estates on the lands ac- 
quired from the Crown gives promise of a large addition in the 
course of a few years to the supply of this important staple, while 
the cultivation of coffee is gradually increasing; and thus the 
Colony will in time to come not be entirely dependent for its 
prosperity upon its chief staple, the sugar cane, but by the develop- 
ment of new industries and the improvement of the already high 
degree of excellence which the cocoa cultivation has attained 
the Colony’s future progress may be more fully assured. 


XVII.— Gaols and Prisoners. 


41, During 1881, 3,966 prisoners were committed to the Royal 
gaol, and the daily average number in prison was 369. Of per- 
sons committed, only 2,947 were convicted of offences and these 
offences are thus classified by the Inspector of Prisons :— 


Offences against immigration laws - - 935 
Contraventions of municipal and sanitary 
regulations - ~ - - 42 
Breaches of revenue and excise laws = 5 
Contraventions of police regulations - 801 
Misdemeanors - - - - 1,047 
Crimes or felonies - - - - 117 


Of the 2,947 convicted during the year, only 575, or 19°51 per 
cent., were natives of Trinidad, the greater portion of the prisoners 
being Indian immigrants and natives of the neighbouring Colonies, 
of whom the population is so largely composed. 
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XVIII.—Criminal Statistics. 


42, The total number of offences reported to the police or to 
the magistrates during 1881 was 16,665, or only 83 more than in 
1880, but the number of acquittals was less in the inferior courts 
in 1881 than in 1880. 


The convictions under summary process 


were - - ~ - - 8,962 
By the superior courts - - - vo 
9,061 


The largest class of defined offences which came before the 
magistrates are under the Masters and Servants Act, and breaches 
of the labour laws by Indian immigrants, and next in numerical 
order are offences against the person, common assaults, &e. This 
latter class of crime, in an aggravated form, is the chief subject of 
inquiry at the criminal sessions of the Supreme Court, and it is 
to be regretted that the figures of 1881 show an increase on 1880, 
while the cases of murder do not appear to diminish, On the 
whole, however, the statistics of 1881, viewed in connexion with 
the gaol returns and the constant accessions to the population, 
do not appear to me to show any extraordinary increase of 
crime. 


XIX.— Hospitals, 


43. Owing to the prevalence of a malignant and fatal type of 
fever throughout the island in 1881 the returns of the hospitals 
may be expected to bear unfavourable comparison with those of 
previous years. 

44, The Lunatic Asylum, from its position and the peculiar 
class of its inmates, does not seem to have been injuriously affected. 
The following figures show the condition of this institution :— 


ae 1880. | 1881. 
Admissions - ~ = 101 104 
Discharged cured - - 40 36 
Deaths - - - 35 30 


~ 


The number of inmates remaining on 31st December 1881 was 
158 males and 118 females, or a total of 276, as against 134 males 
and 108 females, or a total of 242 on 31st December 1880. 


The following tables show the working of the several hospitals 
for 1880 and 1881. 
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Colonial Hospital, Port of Spain. 


— Admitted. Discharged. Deaths. 
1880 - - 3,478 3,000 428 
1881 - - 3,668 3,174 528 


San Fernando Hospital. 


— Admitted. Discharged. Deaths. 
1880s = . 1,685 1,524 154 
1881 - - 2,120 1,954 239 


Leper Asylum. 


—— Admitted. Discharged. Deaths. 
1880 - - 46 20 18 
1881 - - 50 28 26 
House of Refuge. 
aa Admitted. Discharged. Deaths. 
1880 - - 56 28 28 
1881 - - 112 35 19 


46. The expenditure upon hospitals during 1881 was 28,7741, 
as against 24,1877, in 1880. 
XX.—Manufactures, 


47. Three vessels, all of small tonnage, were built in the Colony 
during the year. 
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XXI.—General Remarks. 


48, I have already mentioned that the sugar crop was not as 
productive as usual in 1881. This circumstance always exerts a 
reflex action upon all other interests, and affects temporarily, but 
unmistakably, the general prosperity. 

49, But another event of the year must be recorded which was 
not only very disastrous in its effects upon trade but which 
brought death and desolation to many homes and will make 1881 
a year to be long remembered. For nearly six months of the 
year yellow fever or fever of a most malignant and fatal type 
prevailed in almost every part of the Colony, cutting off both young 
and old, Europeans and natives of the island, and even Indian 
immigrants on some of the estates. The Government lost several 
valuable public servants, including the Auditor-General and three 
medical officers, besides others who gave promise of useful service, 
and all ranks of society were invaded by the epidemic. As fever 
of a similar type prevailed in several of the neighbouring Colonies, 
quarantine regulations were enforced against them, and in turn 
by them against Trinidad, interrupting the ordinary communica- 
tion and to a great extent paralysing commerce. 

50. One other event of the year which must be referred to was 
the disturbances in connexion with the carnival, which marred 
the tranquillity of the island, and fora short time seemed likely to 
interfere with the harmony which existed among the different 
classes of the population. The circumstances connected with the 
disturbances formed the subject of special inquiry by Mr. R. G. 
C. Hamilton, the Commissioner appointed by your Lordship, and 
while there was no question that excesses had been committed, 
there was no reason to believe that there was any organized 
opposition to authority or anything more than a temporary 
ebullition of feeling against the police, By a conciliatory policy 
on the part of the Government, combined with due precautionary 
measures, the carnival of the present year passed off without the 
slightest disorder, and the character of the community, as a peace- 
able, loyal, and law-abiding people, has been maintained and re- 
asserted. 

51. There must, in the history of every country, be periods of 
comparative depression and retrogression, and years marked by 
events which obscure the political horizon, but there is no cause 
to doubt the actual progress which is being made; on the contrary, 
there are abundant signs of real and substantial prosperity, and 
with the recurrence of fruitful seasons there is the prospect of a 
bright future for Trinidad. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. Scorr Busue, 
The Right Hon. Administrator. 
The Earl of Kimberley, 
&c, &e. 
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BARBADOS. 


No; 7, 


Governor Rosinson, C.M.G., to the Right Hon. the 
Hart OF KIMBERLEY. 


My Lorp, Barbados, June 28, 1882. 
I wave the honour to forward a report by the Colonial 
Secretary on the Blue Book of this Colony for the year 1881. 
2- The Blue Book is now in the hands of the printers, and 
when finished shall be forwarded without delay. 
I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) WitirAmM Ropinson. 
The Earl of Kimberley, 
&e. &e. 


Report on Barsavos BuivE Book, 1881. 


Finance. 
Fe ae 
1. The balance on Ist January 188i was 16,692 6 O 
The revenue for 1881 was” - - 132,941 19 §& 
Making a total of - - 149,684 5 8 
The expenditure for 1881 was - ~ 133,367 2 113 


Leaving a balance on 31st December 
1881 of  - : - - 16,267 2 8} 

2, Of the expenditure, 4,232/. was incurred in compensation on 
abolition of office, commutation of pensions, expenses of fever 
hospital, &c. ‘The ordinary expenditure amounted to 129,134/, 
which shows an excess of revenue of 3,807/. 

3. The revenue of 1881 exceeded the average revenue of the 
previous three years by 500/., notwithstanding the fact that it was 
to a certain extent affected by the epidemic of yellow fever and 
the quarantine restrictions which were consequently imposed on 
the intereolonial trade by the neighbouring colonies. ‘The im- 
provement of the revenue is due to the operation of the tariff 
brought into force in 1879, which is only now beginning to have 
its full effect. 
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4, The revenue and expenditure may be tabulated thus :— 
— | Customs. Other Receipts. Total. 
(aa Nea: fy Raat. ae ent: P 
Revenue - -| 86,018 8 4 46,923 11 4 | 182,941 19 8 
— | Salaries. Other Expenditure. Total. 
£ s. d. £ Sioa, £ Sead 
Expenditure = - -| 61,048 7 O}] 72,318 15 11 | 183,867 2 113 


5. The assets of the Colony on 31st December 188] amounted 
to 29,986/., and there were no liabilities. 


Local Revenues. 


6. The local revenues amounted to 33,0952 11s. 04d, and the 
expenditure to 31,455/, 11s, 6d. ‘This, as has been frequently 
remarked, is too large a revenue and expenditure to be left with 
advantage to chance administration. 

7. The following table shows the growth of revenue as compared 
with population :— 


Revenue per 


Colonial Loeal 


Year. Ravenus. Bovantie, Population. tay of 
opulation. 
£ & & s. d. 
1831 - - 18,735 25,037 _ 
1841 « - 66,434 No return. $110,500 -- 
1851 - - 55,725 *18,866 135,939 0 10 113 
1861 ~ - 98,049 *21,706 152,275 015 8% 
1871 = - 119,492 31,136 161,594 018 7% 
1881 + - 132,941 33,095 171,860 019 3% 


* Inclusive of 6,000/. estimated cost of highways. 
t Estimated by the bishop and clergy. 


Legislation. 


8. Twenty-eight Acts were passed during the year 1881. 

9, The main feature of the legislation of the year was the 
Executive Committee Act, which revolutionises the financial 
procedure of the Colony. Previous to the passing of this Act it 
was competent for any member of the House to propose a money 
vote, Expenditure was in the hands of practically irresponsible 
Boards composed of members of the Legislature. The principal 
board was not restricted in the amount of its expenditure, 
provided it expended money on certain specified objects, whereas, 
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if any unforeseen expenditure became necessary, it could not 
legally be incurred without resorting to the House of Assembly 
for that special purpose. The inevitable result was chronic 
disorganization of the public service, haphazard financial adminis- 
tration, extravagance in some directions, niggardliness in others, 
and serious interruption to the ordinary course of business in the 
Assembly. The Executive Committee Act sweeps away the old’ 
Boards, and provides for the appointment of a committee composed 
of the Governor in Executive Council, associated with a member 
of Legislative Council and four members of Assembly. This 
committee prepares the annual estimates and controls the expen- 
diture. No money vote can be proposed in the Assembly without 
its concurrence. ‘Ihe financial business of the year, instead of 
being spread over the whole session, is disposed of at two or three 
sittings, and the time of the Legislature is rendered available for 
the consideration of questions of general legislation. 

10. The Public Works Loan Act, which was passed during the 
year, is one of the first-fruits of the Executive Committee Act. 
This Act provides for the raising of a loan not exceeding 45,0000. 
and the application of a large portion of the Treasury balances to 
the construction of certain much needed public works. 

11. Previous to the passing of the Executive Committee Act it 
would have been impossible to pass a measure of this kind. When 
it was introduced it only occupied two sittings of the House. 

12. Another advantage arising from the establishment of an 
Executive Committee is that legislation originating with the 
Government is regarded with less suspicion than formerly. All 
Government measures are, before being brought before the House, 
submitted to the criticism of the Executive Committee. When 
the measures come ‘before the House, the unofficial members of 
the Committee are fully acquainted with the motives of the Go- 
vernment in bringing them forward, and can explain them to other 
members of the House. The ease with which the International 
Postal Union Act, the Emigration Act, and other useful measures 
were passed last year is mainly due to this cause. 

13. An Act was passed during the year to regulate the law of 
distraint by providing that all distrained goods sold should be 
sold at a particular hour on a particular day in each week by 
auctioneers appointed by the Government. It is hoped that this 
amendment of.the law will tend to minimize the abuses which had 
sprung out of the old system of sales by practically irresponsible 
persons. 

14. An Act was also passed to reconstitute the staff of the 
Public Market, and to provide for the more convenient adminis- 
tration of that establishment. Under this Act the management of 
the market has been considerably improved, and as soon as the 
contemplated additions to the buildings are completed the state 
of the market will leave little to be desired. 

15. The Windward Islands Court of Appeal Amendment Act 
was passed in order to remove an anomaly which existed previous 
to the passing of this Act. When, on hearing an appeal from the 
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judgment of an inferior court, the judges of the Court of Appeal 
were equally divided in opinion, there was no existing method by 
which the judgment of the court below could be enforced. Under 
the new Act when the judges of the Court of Appeal are equally 
divided in opinion the judgment of the court below stands 
affirmed. 

Civil Establishment. 


16. The Governor-in-Chief proceeded to England on three 
months leave of absence, from 30th September. 

The Government was meanwhile administered by Colonel 
Harley, C.B., Lieutenant Governor of Grenada. 

17. Captain Skinner, R.E., resigned the post of Superintendent 
of Public Works in June, and Mr. Charles Messervy, of the 
Trinidad Public Works Department, was appointed to succeed 
him. 

18. Mr. John Cook was appointed Judge of the Bridgetown 
Petty Debt Court, Mr. Alfred Kingdon, Police Magistrate of 
District “ D.,” Mr. W. Monnington, Police Magistrate of District 
“C.,” and Mr. H. S. Seon, Junior Police Magistrate of Bridge- 
town, in the early part of the year. 

19.° The Right Reverend John Mitchinson, D.D., Bishop of 
Barbados and the Windward Islands, resigned the see of Bar- 
bados in June. 

20. Mr. J. W. Carrington was appointed President of the 
Education Board in succession to Bishop Mitchinson. 

21. Several minor changes took place in the Civil Service of 
the Colony during the year. 


Councils and Assembly. 


_ 22. Mr. C. C. Knollys was appointed a member of the Execu- 
tive Council. 

23. Mr. Augustus Briggs was appointed President and Messrs. 
C. C. Knollys (Auditor General), Oswald Jones and William 
Henry Jones, members of the Legislative Council. 

24, At the elections which took place in March 1881, two new 
members were elected to the House of Assembly, viz., Mr. E. P. 
Trotman in the place of Mr. John F. Marsh and Mr. W. K. 
Chandler in the place of Dr. C. C. Grunidge. 

25. During the course of the session Mr. J. W. Carrington 
was elected to the vacancy caused by the appointment of Mr. F. 
Fleming (Attorney General) to another post in the Colonial 
Service. 

26. The Executive Committee was composed of the following 
members in addition to the Governor in Executive Council: Mr. 
Oswald Jones of the Legislative Council and Messrs. Conrad 
Reeves, John Connell, A. J. Pile, and James W. Parris of the 
Assembly. During the session Mr. John Connell went to 
England on leave, and his place was filled by the appointment of 
Mr. J Thomas Jones. 
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Population. 


27. The total number of baptisms during the decennial period 
1871-1881 was 74,747. The burials during the same period 
were 41,756, showing an excess of 32,991 of baptisms over 


burials. 
28. The population by census of 1881 was 171,860; that by 


census of 1871 was 162,042, showing an actual increase of 9,128, 


29. The difference between the actual and calculated increase 
as above is 24,173; the number of persons who may be assumed 
to have left the Colony for good during the decade about 2,400 
a year, 

30. It is worthy of note that, although the net increase of the 
population during the decade amounts to 9,128, the number of 
agricultural labourers was less by 40 in 1881 than in 1871. 
Increases appear under the head of scholars (11,848), unemployed 
adults (1,459), seamstresses (so called) (1,132), mechanics and 
artizans (1,138), which, taken with a decrease of 5,200 in the 
number of “persons under 15 unemployed,” and other (small) 
fluctuations, account for the net increase of 9,128. 

31. The large increase under the head of scholars* and the 
decrease in the number of persons under 15 unemployed, are 
doubtless due to the impetus which has recently been given to 
education. These changes are satisfactory, but the decrease in 
the number of agricultural labourers, and the increases in the 
number of unemployed adults and of so-called seamstresses are to 
be regretted. Barbados was ten years ago described as over- 
crowded, and during the last ten years the density of the popula- 
tion was increased from 966 to 1,035 to the square mile. That 
the number of a class earning its daily bread by honest labour 
should meanwhile have decreased, whilst the number of those who 
have no visible means of support (and in this category probably 
50 per cent. of the so-called seamstresses may be included) should 
have increased, is a matter for serious consideration. 

32. The emigration offices established here by British Guiana 
and Antigua have sent away a great many of our agricultural 
labourers, but these Colonies are not anxious to relieve us of our 
idlers, nor are the idlers anxious to take advantage of our own 
emigration acts and to leave us, so long as they can keep body 
and soul together without working. 

33, The cost of food in Barbados is so small, and the wants of 
this class in the matter of clothing, fuel, &c. in this genial climate 
so few, that it is comparatively easy for them to obtain the means 
of subsistence, and it is to be feared that unless the punishment 
of petty larceny, and especially pradial larceny, can be made more 
severe, prison discipline more strict and deterrent, and the action 
of the law (now somewhat hampered by the indefinite and in 


Se 


* Norse,—The return of scholars under the Census is probably above the mark. 
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some respects undesirable powers of the Assistant Court of Appeal) 
more prompt and certain, the unemployed adults will continue to 
increase in number to the detriment of the honest labourer and 
the serious embarrassment of the Colony. Steps have recently 
been taken to improve the discipline of the prisons. The hours 
of labour have been lengthened, and the Legislature has voted 
12,0007. for the construction of separate cell accommodation. 

34. During 1881 Barbados was visited by an epidemic of 
yellow fever, the first since 1852.* The number of burials during 
the year is returned at 6,236, being 2,546 above the average of 
the previous nine years. The large majority of these deaths were 
amongst infants and young children, who succumbed to the 
attacks of an epidemic of diarrhoea and dysentery, which appeared 
about the same time as the yellow fever. 

35. In the absence of a proper system of registration of births 
and deaths, or of a Government medical department, it is im- 
possible to give any reliable statistics of the epidemic of yellow 
fever. The leading medical men have, however, been asked to 
draw up a report which should prove both interesting and useful. 
In the meanwhile it may safely be said that the virulence of the 
epidemic has been greatly exaggerated in the English press, and 
that although there was undoubtedly a great deal of sickness 
during the year, and many painful domestic tragedies were 
recorded, the actual number of deaths from yellow fever amongst 
the civilian population was not nearly so great as has been 
supposed, 


Trade. 


36. The intercolonial trade was somewhat interfered with 
during the last five months of the year, by the quarantine restric- 
tions imposed by the neighbouring colonies. 

37, The trade with the United Kingdom and North America 
was in its normal condition, 

38. The following table shows the value and direction of trade: 


Value. 
Countries. Imports from Exports to 

£ $e £ ,. ts 

United Kingdom - - 483,839 14 9 454,601 8 8 
British North America = - a 101558801. <1 207,628 13 4 
West Indies and British Guiana - 80,470 15 7 189,641 12 3 
United States - - - 451,385 O 8 275,700, 60 dil 
Other countries - - - - 51,933 10 8 14,728 5 8: 
Total - : 1,119,212 12 9 1,140,861 6 5 


eR, be i eee ee Le ee ee 
* There were a few cases at the garrison in 1862. 
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BARBADOS, 39. The export trade may be divided as follows :— 


£ §.. a 
Staple (sugar and molasses) - 934,491 12 6 
Other produce of the Colony - 600 1g 
Re-exports = - - « . 19B,213 2-2 


Total - - - 1,140,361. 6 6 


ee ee Re NT 


Crime. 


40. The convictions during 1881 were somewhat below the 
average. Larceny, however, (especially predial larceny) and 
offences against the person (aggravated assaults) continue to 
increase. There was a decrease in the number of cane fires, pro- 
bably due to the fact that many of the cane-fields are insured. 
To deal effectualiy with pradial larceny, under the peculiar 
circumstances of this Colony, is a problem involving many serious 
difficulties. 

41. Prison discipline has recently been made more stringent, 
and the hours of prison labour have been extended. It is hoped 
that the reformatory, which is about to be established, may lessen 
the supply of youthful idlers, the source from which the criminal 
population is drawn, The census of 1881 shows thar, apart from 
inmates of public institutions, there are in Barbados over 5,000 
adults without employment and without visible means of support. 
These idlers cannot urge deficiency of employment as an excuse; 
the demand for labour has been exceptionally brisk during the 
last eighteen months. They live by thieving and begging, and 
it is worthy of consideration whether, in the interests of the 
community, the punishment of theft should not be made more 
severe, certain, and effectual than it is at present. 

42, The usual return of cane-fires is appended. 

Signed) Water Hexry Hurcurnson, 

Barbados, June 28th, 1882. Colonial Secretary. 
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Return of Cane Fires, Ist January 1876 to 31st May 1882. 


Number of Fires. 


BARBADOS. 


Period from 


Parish, £3 Se 2g Y sé 23 $3 £3 

Fg) a re i) Br Be Oe 

gp me ae m2 ag re i be 

ea y:| bs bs fs =| eS 
S sk sk 5h sh de) 5 

os Pc ic ee at a hoe 
we) ~ ~~ = ~~ yy 

me | 8a | 32. | Se | 46-|-33°| = 

ja le ee en ren eee METS ee ee ae A el Ss 

St. Michael - - - 19 18 20 5 11 19 6 
St. Philip - - - 9 32 33 26 47 27 86 
St. John - - 6 12 16 3 10 28 7 
St. George - . - 16 89 18 10 8 20 22 
Christ Church . - 5 21 40 16 30 25 8 
St. Thomas - « - 20 11 15 4 10 14 5 
St.James = . . 4 7 5 4 11 2 
St. Peter - « - 4 10 4 _ 6 1 
St. Lucy - . - 8 18 17 5 8 21 8 
St. Andrew - * - 6 13 14 _ 5 5 13 
St. Joseph - - - 5 8 3 7 6 10 8 
Total - - 102 184 187 85 189 181 116 


a en a oe Soka ee Ey a es ee ee 
continued. 
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Number of Acres burnt. 
Period from 
oe er a ay ee Bi Ae 
pepe tee] be | ee | eer pe 
ee Be pm met aarp ee 4? eee | ee 
za | 22| 22/22] 22) G2] 32 
ns 4s ne 4% 4% ms ni 
St. Michael « * - 71 29 43% 182 40 34 13} 
St. Philip - « -| 883 76% 129} 545 663 65 45% 
St.John ~« . -| 20% 48 923 VE 373 b5z 5 
St.George - " = 602 92 58$ 18% 63 832 872 
Christ Church * ~/ 112 854 76 814 56 52 18 
St. Thomas - ” -| 3832 193 353 53 19% 28 03 
St. James - . -| 103 343 7 Es 7 15 8 
St. Peter - " -| 18 80 20% 182 - 8} 025 
StIucy - * -| 232 225 43% 83 3 27% 1% 
St. Andrew - . -| 173 21} 183 — 9% 23 84 
St. Joseph - “ - 13 1% ll 223 of 8} 6 
Total e 8063 4174 536% 193% 2548 330 175} 


J. Evxiort, 
Inspector-General of Police. 
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Si. VINCENT. ST. VINCENT. 


No. 8. 


Governor Rosrnson, C.M.G., to the Right Hon. the Earn 
or KIMBERLEY. 


Barbados, June 12, 1882. 
I wave the honour to forward adespatch from Lieutenant 
Governor Gore reporting on the Blue Blook of St. Vincent for 


I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) WitiramM Rosinson, 
The Earl of Kimberley, Governor, 
&e. &e. 


Government House, St. Vincent, 
Sir, May 27, 1882. 
I wave the honour to forward my report upon the Blue 
Book of St. Vincent for 1881 for the information of the Right 
Hon. the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


Taxes, Duties, Fees. 


2. The taxes and fees remained at the same rates as in 1880; 
but the duties on imports were very generally altered, the tariff 
of 1875 having been revised. The principle adopted being to 
substitute specific for ad valorem duties wherever possible. 


Revenue and Expenditure. — 


8 The revenue of 1881 amounted to 30,6371. against 
32,0341 in 1880; a falling off of 1,3972. arising from diminished 
importations owing to short crops, affecting also the tonnage dues 
and export taxes. The expenditure, however, in 1881 was 
31,044. against 32,8902 in 1880, a diminution of 1,846/.; the 
chief savings having been effected upon the votes for public 
works. 


Local Revenues. 
4, The city of Kingstown raised a revenue amounting to 
7631. in 1881, which was spent in repairs to the market and 


slaughter-houses, on the streets, and in scavenging and sanitary 
operations. 
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5. In the small towns rates were also levied and expended as Sz. Vincenr 


follows :— cea 
—_— Receipts. Payments, 
& s. d. £ os. d. 
Georgetown - - - 85 18 11 80 17 8 
Calliaqua - ~ - - 35 12 0 37 8 8 
Layou ~ - - - 4 6 3 4 5 4 
Barrouallie - - - $F. 59 2416 7 
Chateaubelain - - - 29 °5.11 19 13. 8 
Total - - 190 3 10 Lote 6 

Public Debt. 


6. The only public debt is the sum of 2,000/. borrowed from 
the savings bank, upon which three per cent. interest is paid. 
The Legislature is pledged to vote 500/. a year in repayment until 
1885, when the debt will have been extinguished. Against this 
liability I may remark that the town of Kingstown owes the 
Colony a little over 3,4002, advanced in 1870 for the construction 
of waterworks, 


Military Expenditure. 


7. No militia taxes are levied in St. Vincent,and the only 
expenditure under the above heading (exclusive of the salary of 
the Garrison Adjutant, which appointment for some years past. 
has been a sinecure, and which I have abolished) was 12/. in the 
payment of the armourer who has charge of the militia arms and 


field pieces. 
Public Works. 


8. The total amount expended on public works was 1,9561, of 
which 1,391/. went towards the completion of the new public 
hospital, and on indispensable repairs to the retaining wall at the 
Escape pasture and for the renewal of the Argyle bridge, both on 
the Windward road which connects Georgetown and the Charib 
country with the city of Kingstown and theLeeward district. 


Legislation. 


9. Twelve Ordinances were passed and assented toin 1881, of 
which it is only necessary to notice the following :— 


No. 1. The Census Ordinance. 


The abstracts prepared under the provisions of this Ordinance 
showed an increase during the last decade of 4,860 souls, but I 
am satisfied that from 400 to 500 males should be added, owing 
to the temporary absence, when the Census was being taken, from 
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the Grenadine Islands and St. Vincent ofa corresponding number 
of labourers. In support of this opinion-I may mention that the 
compiler of the Census reports as follows :— 

“Emigration of male labour from the Grenadines at this 
season of the year to Trinidad must be very great. At Ashton 
estate, Union Island, out of a male population of 205 there are 
only 40 returned under 60 and over 10 years of age, clearly 
indicating that only old men and young boys, with the female 
population, are left in the island. The proportion at Mayreau is 
about the same, while at ‘ Canonan,’ with a population of 418, 
there are only 36 males between 60 and 10 years.” 

This exodus is explained on account of the general failure of 
‘¢ ground provisions” in 1881, which caused the male inhabitants 
to seek employment and food in Grenada and Trinidad. 


No. 7. The Postal Union Ordinance. 


This enactment has enabled St. Vincent to enter the Inter- 
national Postal Union, and reduces very generally the rates of 
postage from one shilling to fourpence, although 300/. has 
been voted by the Legislature to meet the possible loss which 
this diminution of rates may entail. I am not without hopes that 
this Colony will not for any lengthened period be called upon 
to place this item on the annual estimates. 


No. 8. The Imports Tariff Ordinance. 


The Imports Tariff Act of 1875 was revised by the present 
Ordinance, but experience already shows the necessity for 
amending the rates of some of the duties imposed under the 
new tariff. 


No. 10. The Spirit Duties Ordinance. 


This Ordinance increases the duty on rum from two shillings 
to three shillings a gallon, and is estimated to yield an increase 
of from 1,500Z to 2,000/.; while the revenue derived from the 
duty on stills will be increased by about 500/, as formerly stills 
(whatever their capacity) were only taxed at one pound each ; 
whilst under the Ordinance of 1881 they will pay a licence of 
one shilling a gallon according to capacity. 


Councils. 


10. The only change was the appointment, in the Executive 
Council, of Captain Denton on the 5th of December. 
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Education, 
Return showing certain Statistics of Education for the 
last five years. 
Year. No. of Scholars, No. of Schools. Expenditure in aid of 


State-aided Schools. 


£. “6: d. 
1877 << - 3,273 61 1,499 5 6 
1878 «= - 8,661 64 1,840 17 8 
1879 « - 3,965 67 F806) °9'" 56 
1880 « ~ 4,146 68 15882) 2-2 
1881 - - 4,032 66 1,868 38 5 


11. From the above table it will be seen that the expenditure 
on account of education has been steady during the last four 
years ; the sudden rise from 1,499/. in 1877 to 1,8402. in 1878 
must be attributed to a change in the system of payment of 
schoo]lmasters and mistresses. 

12. During the last five years there has been an increase of 
759 children attending State-aided schools; but I find that there 
are still a very large proportion of the children of the labouring 
population who do not attend school, and I also find that in a 
large majority of cases there are two or three schools situated 
close to one another, in fact competing (being of different 
denominations), this I think has been a great mistake; one good 
school, with pupil-teachers to assist the master, would, in my 
opinion, be far preferable, and I propose to urge this subject upon 
the consideration of the Board of Education, as a considerable saving 
might be effected by the consolidation of schools, and a better 
class of teachers would be secured if the masters’ salaries were 
improved, as they would necessarily be, by the proposed change. 

13. No doubt the patrons of these denominational schools will 
oppose my scheme, but on the score of economy I think it ought 
to be carried out. 

Imports and Exports. 


14, The value of imports and exports for the last five years is 
as follows :— 


Quantities. 
Year. Imports. Exports. 

Sugar. Arrowroot. 

£ £ Hhds. Barrels, 

1877 » = 132,009 175,880 8,602 17,800 
1878 « - 136,774 161,557 8,578 18,725 
1879 - - 141,958 160,334 ORL. 14,853 
1880 «= - 134,582 158,940 9,133 14,692 


1881 + - 114,785 138,712 7,981. 13,244 
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Sr. Vincent, 15. Taking the average of the four preceding years it will be 
= found that in 1881 there is a falling off of 21,5457. on the value 
of imports, but as 1879 was an exceptionally good year I have 
compared 1881 with 1877, an average year, and find that even 
then there is a falling off to the extent of about 17,2002 upon 
the value of imports, chiefly under the following heads :—~ 


£ 
Fish, dried and pickled - 3,490 
Candles ~ - wo Ly2O0F 
White pine and spruce - -~ 2,435 
Wood hoops and staves - 1,441 
Unenumerated goods - - 8,325 
Total - ~ 16,898 


16. I have added a return of the crops of sugar and arrowroot 
to this table, showing the sympathy that exists between produce 
and imports. Part of the falling off upon imports in 1881 may, 
however, be attributed to the operation of quarantine, which 
greatly interfered with trade between St. Vincent and the 
neighbouring Colonies, but chiefly with Barbados, which is the 
emporium from which the wants of the neighbouring islands are 
largely supplied. 

17. I am, therefore, not without hopes that the falling off in 
imports is to this extent abnormal, and that 1882 may see some 
recovery under this head. 

18. On the whole the price of sugar was good during the 
year, but that of arrowroot was unusually low. 

19. Before dismissing this subject I ought to explain that the 
great diminution in the value of exports shown in these tables, 
between exports of 1877 and those of 1881, may to a very great 
extent be attributed to the article arrowroot, which is subject to 
great fluctuations in the home market. In 1877 the value of 
the 17,802 barrels of arrowroot exported was set down at 40,1044, 
or about 22. 5s. a barrel, whilst in 1881 that of 13,244 barrels was 
only 19,8642. or 12. 10s. per barrel. 


Shipping. 


20. The tonnage for the last five years is as follows :— 


ny 


—anee Inwards. Outwards. 
1877 - ; = 5 21,289 20,742 
1878 - - s - 20,646 20,462 
1879 - « - “ 22,464 22,014 
1880 - = - - 57,386 59,247 
1881 - ~ - ° 76,059 46,284 


a 
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21. At first the figures for 1880 and 1881 would seem incorrect, 
but they are thus to be explained. Prior to the passing of the 
Tonnage Dues Ordinance, 1880, which came into operation in the 
middle of June of that year, steam vessels neither entered nor 
cleared, Subsequently this class of ships were treated like any 
other merchant vessels, but only whenever they land or embark 
cargo at St. Vincent. 


22. Now as the Royal Mail steamers always bring cargo and 
seldom if ever take any away, the number of steamers entering 
exceeds very largely the number clearing. Take, for example, 
the following statement for the month of July 1880, by which 
it will be seen that in one month the discrepancy in the number of 
vessels was four and in the amount of tonnage 5,502. This was 
the first month’s operations under the new system, and it happened 
that the number of steamers was unusually great, and that there 
was a large emigrant ship which only landed one ton of goods 
and was entered, but as she only embarked return immigrants 
she did not clear. 


Statement, 

Tons of Tons 

Goods. Register. 
8.8. “Kaiteur” - - - 65 803 Entered only. 
R.M.S. “Dee” = - z 31 1,858 Do. 
S.S. “Kaiteur” - - - 3 803 Cleared only. 
Ship “ Hourah” - - - 1 1,098 Entered only. 
S.8..*Potaro” | = - 66 810 Do. 
R.M.S. “ Solent ” - - - 7 1,908 Do. 
8.8. “Potaro” - - - 1 810 Do. 

s ay - - - 1 810 Cleared only. 
R.M.S. “ Solent ” - = - 4 1,908 Do. 
R.M.S. “ Severn ” - - 40 1,736 Entered only. 

Total - 219 12,544 
Tons 
Vessels entered - 7 - 9,023 
> cleared - 3 ~ 3,521 
4 5,502 


Criminal Statistics. 


23. These returns show a decrease during the last four years 
in the number of offences reported to the police and of persons 
brought before the police magistrates. 

24, Offences against the person have decreased from 351 in 
1878 to 248 in 1881, whilst in the Superior Courts they have 
fallen to 7 in 1881 as compared with 18 in 1878. 
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25. I regret, however, that the 1881 tables show a considerably 
increased number of preedial larcenies. I trust that a recourse to 
peremptory imprisonment in all such cases (which at a conference 
of the police magistrates of the Colony it has been agreed upon 
to try) will have the desired effect, although no doubt at first 
the cost of the maintenance of so many prisoners in gaol will 
increase the expenditure under the head of “ gaols and prisoners.” 


Hospitals. 


26. The average number of patients admitted into the Colonial 
Hospital during the last five years was 455, and that of deaths 30. 
In 1881 there were 443 admissions and 33 deaths, of which 
57 per cent. must be attributed to diarrhoea, dropsy, and pulmonary 
complaints, 


General. 


27. The rainfall for 1881 (98 inches, 64 parts) fell short of 
the average of the five preceding years by 13 inches and 28 parts. 

28. January, February, and March 1881 were unusually dry 
months, which very materially damaged the yield of the canes, so 
that the crop of 1881 was but a poor one. 

29. My attention has of late been directed to the falling off in 
volume of the springs which had hitherto sufficed to supply the 
city of Kingstown with water, and I have instructed the Attorney- 
General to prepare an Ordinance, with much more stringent pro- 
visions than those of the Act now in force, for restraining the 
cutting down of trees. 

30. Although I do not think that at present the rainfall is 
affected, I am satisfied that the springs are drying up for want 
of the shelter and protection which the trees formerly afforded to 
the lands in which they took their rise, and I am informed that 
the remark is general amongst planters that the supply of water 
is also gradually falling off both in the small rivers and numerous 
watercourses of the Colony. 

31. It is, therefore, high time that the trees which shade the 
sources of much of the fertility of the Colony should be more 
effectually protected from the depredations of charcoal burners 
and others, but nothing will put a stop to these depredations 
until the Crown lands have been surveyed, their boundaries 
ascertained, and rangers appointed to keep the boundaries open 
and to protect the Crown forests of the interior. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) Avucustus Frepk. Gore, 
His Excellency Lieutenant-Governor. 
Governor Robinson, C.M.G. 
&e. &e. &e. 
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GRENADA. 


No. 9. 


Governor Rosrnson, C.M.G., to the Right Hon. the Earn 
oF KIMBERLEY. 


Barbados, June 29, 1882. 


_Forwarded. 
The Right Hon. WixLi1AM Rosinson. 
The Earl of Kimberley, 
&c. &c. 
Sir, Government House, June 20, 1882. 


I wave the honour to forward to your Excellency my 
report on the Blue Book of Grenada for the year 188]. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) Irwin C. Matine, 
His Excellency Administrator. 
The Governor-in-Chief, C.M.G., 
&e. &ec. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


I am glad to be able to report that the financial condition of the 
Colony was satisfactory. The general revenue for the year was 
in excess of all previous years. It exceeded the estimated revenue 
by 1,1421 2s. 2d., and surpassed the revenue of 1880 by 
1,4972. Os. 5d, thus indicating the continued and progressive 
prosperity of the Colony. This excess principally occurs under 
the heads of “Import Duties,” “ Excise,” “ Rates and Taxes,” 
“Fines and Forfeitures,” and “ Stamp Act.” 


——- 1880. 1881. 
te ek & 3s d. 
Imports - - - - 15,517 19 2 16,910. 5 26 
Excise - - - - 6,883 2 2 6,903 18 10 
Fines, &c. - - - - 1 8 8 909 14 8 
: - 2,254 13 5 2,611 2 8 


Stamp - - 


a a i aaa aaa 
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On the Ist January 1881 the available balance to the credit of 
the Colony was :— 


om od 

General Fund - - - §185 1 °6 
Special __,, - - - 8,342 11. 2 
Total - - 942712 8 

a 


The total revenue for the year amounted to 47,2261. 1s. 2d, 
viZ.:— 


eo th 

General Fund - - - 37,176 2 
Special _,, - - - 10,449 19 O 
Teta = 2 - 47,2296 1 2 


To which has to be added the balance of 8,427/. 12s. 8d. car- 
ried forward, making a total available revenue of 55,653/. 13s. 10d. 

The expenditure during the year amounted to 48,429/. Os. 6d., 
Viz. ?— 


£ Berths 
General Fund~ - - - 39,396 9 1 
Special, - - - ~ 89082 11. 25 
Total - - 48,429 0 6 
Leaving the following credit balances at 31st December, viz. :-— 

£ geo th 

General Fund - - - 2,864 14 
Special rr - - ~ 4359 18 9 
Total - - 7,224 13 4 


The total receipts for the year were made up under the following 
heads :— 


x ods 
Customs - - - « “ET O8T 32-8 
Excise - - = - 6,903 18 10 
Licenses - - “ - 2,024 5 6 
Rates and Taxes - - - 6,302 5 7 
Fees - ~ - - 127 19 8 
Fines - - - - 909 14 3 
Rents - - - ~ 296 12 2 
Stamp - - - "26IL «2° 8 
Post Office - - - 350 8 3 
Miscellaneous = ~ * ) L612. 11-— 7 


Total = 87,176. 2. 2 


a —————_—_—. 
RR SY 
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The following table shows the steady increase of the general GRENADA. 
revenue for the last five years :— lees 


1877. 1878. | 1879. 
£& 3s. d. £& ss. d, & —w! a, 
29,084 8 5 34,078 6 9 36,084 11 5 
1880, | 1881. Total. 
£ «8. d, £ 3s d, £ «8 d. 
36,088 16 3 87,176 2 2 172,462 5 0O 
Expenditure. 


The expenditure on account of general funds for the year 
amounted to 39,396/. 9s. 1d, being 2,220/. 6s. 11d. in excess of 
the expenditure for 1880, and 1,336/, 7s. 4d, in excess of the 
expenditure for that period. 


This unusually large expenditure was unforeseen, and is mainly 
attributable to the measures of sanitary reform introduced, in 
respect of which the Colony was deplorably deficient. It was 
also due to the necessity of maintaining a vigilant quarantine against 
the neighbouring Colonies, in most of which yellow fever raged 
more or less throughout the year. 


As regards sanitation, it is a question which directly affects 
every individual in the Colony, and should be viewed not only as 
regards its efficiency in checking the introduction and spread of 
epidemic diseases, but it also forms the basis upon which all 
future social improvements must be built. And, as regards 
quarantine, I venture to say that it should be either absolute or 
abandoned altogether. If the quarantine is absolute, then the 
cost of maintaining it rigidly is necessarily great, and in proportion 
to the length of time it is necessary to keep it up. During the 
year 1881 quarantine was enforced at acost of 1,500/ 10s. 2d. 
A further sum of 450]. was expended for the purchase of a suitable 
site for a lazaretto, and 987. 14s. 7d. was expended for the erection 
of a small building there. In an inter-tropical Colony, such as 
Grenada, a lazaretto is an absolute necessity. ‘The Colony was 
unprovided with one. All persons compelled to undergo quaran- 
tine were kept on small sloops moored at some distance from the 
shore, and endured great hardships. 
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The expenditure for the year 1881 is shown as under :— 


x et 

Ecclesiastical - - ~ 934 0 O 
Judicial - - - = 4 58,600- th 
Civil " - = =>" &673° 12.6 
Education - - - 1.037 10 -0 
Medical - - - = 77 aks 6 
Poor Relief - - = “EOLL 1S* 0 
Police - - - « scaroo ~ teil 
Gaols and Prisons ~ - 989 11 1 
Roads and Bridges - - 6,359 5 4 
Buildings - . - 4,594 16 3 
Sanitary - - - = 2,500: TL 7 
Telegraph - - - 509 17 4 
Inland Post - - - 368 19 2 
Rent of buildings - - 167 0° .0 
Coliection of taxes - - 139 5 O 
Non-etfective - ~ ~ 673 16--6 
Census - ~ - - 565 7-5 
Steam communication - - ll6é 13 4 
Miscellaneous - - = OaTo- bon 
Total - - 39,396 9 1 


The following is a table exhibiting the expenditure of general 
funds for the last five years :— 


1877. | 1878. | 1879. 
£ a Od £ 3S: aa: £ rie eaG i 
29,581 17 3 27,405 10 5 36,629 1 9 
1880. 1881. | : Total. 
vp Mea eet 5 ee 
£ Bud. £ 8. di £ s. d. 
38,060 1 10 39,396 9 1 171,073 0 4 


In the five years from 1877 to 1881, inclusive, the total ex- 
penditure of the Colony on account of general revenue was 
171,073/. Os. 4d. During the same period the total receipts on 
account of general revenue amounted to 172,4621. 5s. Od. 


Public Debt. 


The public debt of the Colony on the 31st December last 
was 7,000/.,, the balance of a loan of 10,000J. contracted in the 
year 1878, at five per cent. interest, for immigration purposes, 
and repayable in 10 years by yearly instalments of 1,000/. This 
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Joan is repayable out of the immigration fund. On the 31st 
December there was a balance of 3,615. 17s. 9d. to the credit of 
the immigration fund, in addition to which the Crown Agents had 
on hand in Exchequer Bonds 3,3002 The immigration fund 
therefore is at present almost sufficient to pay off this loan. 
Besides the immigration revenue amounts annually to about 
4,300/., and is steadily increasing. 

There is a debt of 1,000/. at five per cent. which was incurred 
for the construction of water works for the town of St. George’s. 
It is repayable in 20 years. There is a further sum of 2,780. 
due on account of the St. George’s Waterworks, being the balance 
of a Joan of 3,500/ raised for that purpose from other special 
funds belonging to the Colony. 

The amounts still due to the special funds on account of this 
loan are as follows :— 


co 
Immigration - - 1,920 
Harbour - - ‘. 480 
Education - - - 380 


The revenue derived from shipping dues and a tax on houses 
in St. George, averaging 5002 per annum, is available for the 
payment of this loan. 

Hitherto the revenue from immigration and other special funds 
has not been taken into account in calculating the revenue of the 
Colony. The immigration revenue of Grenada for the year 1881 
amounted to 6,120/, 10s. 11d. In all the neighbouring Islands, I 
believe, the immigration revenue is taken to account when pre- 
paring the statement of the revenue of the Colony. I can see no 
reason why this should not also be done in Grenada, and I shall 
be glad to receive your Excellency’s instructions on the subject, 


Public Works. 


The principal public works undertaken and completed in the 
year 1881 were the Gonyave Jetty, at a cost of 2.2111 18s. 6d. 
This jetty is 410 feet in length and 17 feet in width, having a 
depth of 21 feet of water at its head. 

It is substantially constructed and is a great boon to the in- 
habitants of that prosperous district. 

The St. John’s District Hospital, erected at a cost of 4802 13s. 5d. 
The want of such an institution was very much felt in this dis- 
trict. It will in a great measure relieve the Colony Hospital of 
the demands that were continually made on its space from the 
two parishes of St. John’s and St. Mark’s. 

A market house at Gonyave, St. John’s District, erected at a 
cost of 153/. 4s. 1ld. It is constructed principally of concrete, 
and is conveniently situated near the sea. 

A court house at Santeurs, St. Patrick’s District, which re- 
mained unfinished, and has cost 8697, 10s. 5d. 


GRENADA. 


133 


134 


GRENADA, 


—— 


126 PAPERS RELATING TO 


The usual necessary repairs to Government House, the 
Colony Hospital, Lunatic Asylum, the several Police Stations, 
and other Government Buildings had to be effected for their 
maintenance and preservation. 


Roads and Bridges. 


The following is the expenditure on the roads and bridges of 
the Colony during the year :— 


#3. dh 

For general repairs, thoroughly macad- 
mizing roads and making culverts - 4,592 14 4 
For bridges - - - - 403 6 11 


eer 


£4,996 1 3 


This expenditure is a necessary one, and immediately benefits 
the Colony to a very large extent. I may say, that in proportion 
as the internal communications are ‘extended, so also the means 
for providing for further improvements increase. 


Education. 


_ Little or nothing had been done as regards this all important 
subject since 1879, when it was proposed that a schoo] system 
receiving State aid should be assumed by the Government. With 
that view, Mr. Deighton, principal of Harrison’s College, Bar- 
bados, made an inspection of the then existing schools in the 
Colony, and in his report he made some valuable recommen- 
dations which remained unheeded. The question of education 
has however since the receipt of your Excellency’s Despatch 
dated 18th April 1881, engaged no small share of public 
attention, and by the support you have afforded the Government 
of Grenada, and the valuable suggestions you have made from 
time to time, we have succeeded at last in placing within reach 
of the bulk of the people, that sound primary teaching and train- 
ing which is essential from childhood upwards to fit them to 
participate in the many advantages and employments of a 
civilized community. This satisfactory result is mainly due to 
your Excellency’s initiative, and to the warm support you have 
afforded to the local Government. 

The Education Ordinance which has recently been passed is 
based on the Trinidad system, where it has been found to work 
successfully. It makes provision for the granting of aid to 
assisted schools, so long as they come up to the standard as to 
numbers and results. In the event of there being no assisted 
school in any district, it provides for the establishment of 
Government Schools in such district. An Inspector of Schools 
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has been appointed at a salary of 3507, per annum and travelling 
allowance. The Board of Education will consist of eight mem- 
bers, four of whom are to be Roman Catholics, and the other 
four not members of the Roman Catholic Church. The Roman 
Catholics form nearly two-thirds of the entire population of the 
Colony. ‘The vote for such education hasbeen increased from 
1,500/. 1881 to 3,000/. 1882. 

There are 29 schools in the Colony, namely, 14 Anglican, 5 
Wesleyan, 10 Roman Catholic. 

The total number of pupils attending these schools was 3,265. 

The voluntary contributions amounted during the year to 
138/. 11s. Od., and the total cost was 9837. Os. 8d. 


Legislative Council. 


IT assumed the Government of Grenada, on the 28th Sep- 
tember, and became ex officio President of the Legislative 
Council, and continued in that capacity to the end of the year. 

{ have to report two deaths among the unofficial members of 
the Legislative Council, namely that of the Honourable Charles 
Simmons, who died on the 23rd of May, and the Honourable 
James Bannerman on the 10th September. 

The following appointments were made, vizt., the Honourable 
D. G. Garraway, appointed temporarily Acting Treasurer, during 
the absence of the Honourable F. M. Chadwick, the Treasurer, 
who left the Colony on leave of absence. Mr. Garraway there- 
upon became an ex officio member of Legislative Council. 

The Honourable Paulin Orgias, M.D., Colonial Surgeon, ap- 
pointed an official member on the 7th September. 

The following gentlemen were appointed unofficial members of 
the Legislative Council on the dates named. 

The Honourable James Mill, on the 7th September, the 
Honourable C. Macaulay Browne on the 7th September, the 
Honourable G. W. Williamson, on the 5th November. 


Civil Establishment. 


This return contains the names, emoluments, length of service, 
with dates of first and last appointments of all officers of the 
several departments of the Public Service. 

The following new appointments and changes in the Public 
Service were made during the year 1881, vizt. 

Mr. H. V. Fitzgerald was appointed for a period of three 
years, Road Surveyor of District A., at a salary of 350/. per an- 
num, with 50/. per annum horse allowance. 

Lieutenant-Governor Harley left Grenada, on the 28th Sep- 
tember for Barbados, to administer the Government of the Wind- 
ward Islands, during your Excellency’s absence on leave in 
England. During Colonel Harley’s absence from the Colony 
I administered this Government. 
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Mr, W. E. Haynes was appointed Harbour Master on the 21st 
January. He was appointed Acting Protector of Immigrants on 
the 18th February, and on the 12th March he was transferred to 
the appointment of Acting Police Magistrate of the western dis- 
trict, which he held until the end of the year. 

Mr. J. H. Ward was appointed to act as Protector of Immi- 
grants in Mr. Haynes’ place on the 12th March 1881. 

Mr. S. E. Roche, the Police Magistrate of the Western 
District, was appointed to act as Magistrate of the Southern 
District during the absence on leave of Mr. J. A. Harwood. 

Dr. Latour was appointed Medical Officer of St. John’s and 
St. Mark’s on the 21st January, at a salary of 300/. per annum. 

Dr. Massiah having resigned the post of Medical Officer of 
No. 1 District, this appointment was conferred upon Dr. McLeod, 
who had previously held that of Medical Officer of St. Patrick. 

Dr. Cantin, the House Surgeon of the Colony Hospital, was 
appointed to St. Patrick’s in succession to Dr. McLeod. 

The death of Dr. Ryder on the 9th December caused a 
vacancy in the appointment of Health Officer at Carriacou. 

Mr. D. G. Garraway, Auditor of Public Accounts, was appointed 
on the 1st October Acting Treasurer during the absence on 
leave of the Hon, F. M. Chadwick. 

Mr. John Griffith, Revenue Officer at St. George’s, was appointed 
Acting Auditor during Mr Garraway’s tenure of office as 
Acting Treasurer. 

The following officers had leave of absence granted to them 
during the year, viz :— 

Dr. Massiah, Medical Officer No 1 District, from the 8th 
January to the 8th April. He resigned on the 19th July to take 
up a similar appointment in Demerara. 

Mr. C. L. Cunningham, Protector of Immigrants, for three 
months from 10th February. He ultimately resigned. 

Mr J. A. Harwood, Police Magistrate of the Southern District, 
three months’ leave. He did not return as he was appointed 
Registrar of rhe Supreme Court at Penang. 

Hon. F, M. Chadwick, Treasurer, three months from the Ist 
October. An extension of six months has been granted to him. 


Legislation, 


Eighteen Ordinances were passed during the year. Six of 
these were to amend and consolidate existing Acts. 

The most important Ordinances passed were, viz :— 

Ordinance No. 1.—“ The Repeal of the Tonnage Duty Ordinance 
1881.” 

This Ordinance abolishes all tonnage dues on vessels entering 
at any port of the Colony. Heretofore a tax of 1s. 6d. per ton 
was imposed. 

Ordinance No. 6.—“ The Savings Bank Ordinance, 1881.” 

This Ordinance was much needed owing to the rapidly 
increasing prosperity of the Colony, and was introduced with a 
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view of encouraging habits of thrift among the labouring classes. 
There was previously no Savings Bank in the Colony. 


Ordinance No, 7.,— The Public Cemeteries Ordinance, 1881,” 
empowers the Governor in Executive Council to compulsorily 
acquire land for public cemeteries as necessity may require. — 

The existing cemeteries in the Colony were insufficient. 


Ordinance No. 8.— The Import Duties Ordinance, 1881.” 


This Ordinance repeals clause 1, and Schedules A. and B. of 
Act 166 of 1875, and so much of Act 187 as imposes an ad- 
ditional duty of 20 per cent. 


Its’ main feature is the abolition of the 20 per cent. 
additional duty on all imports imposed by Act No. 187. The 
Import duty on all articles in the unspecified list is 52 per cent. 
This Ordinance reduced the duty on food and clothing. It 
increases the rate of duty on tobacco, spirits, wines, lumber, and 
oils. ‘The duty on spirits is fixed at 5s. per proof gallon. It is 
anticipated that this Ordinance will increase the general revenue 
by 2,5000. 

Ordinance No. 9.—* The Excise Amendment Ordinance, 
1881.” 

This Ordinance raises the duty on rum from 3s. per proof 
gallon to 4s. per proof gallon. The strength of all spirits is 
ascertained by Sykes hydrometer, in analogy to thesystem which 
prevails in the Imperial Customs. 


Ordinance No. 10.—* The Debtors Ordinance, 1881.” 

This Ordinance abolished imprisonment for debt, and makes 
provision for the punishment of fraudulent debtors. It corresponds 
with the Imperial Statute dealing with the subject. 


Ordinance No. 13.—* The License Ordinance, 1881,” reduces 
the tax on mares and geldings and increases it on stallions. It 
provides also for a more efficient system of collecting the taxes. 
The result of the first collection under this Ordinance shows that 
this tax was largely evaded in the past. Although the tax is 
reduced by one half, the amount realized is about double what 
was collected under the old system. 


Ordinance No. 14.—The Liquor License Ordinance, 1881, 
reduces the rates on licenses to retail intoxicating liquors in any 
quantity from 80/. to 40/. in the several towns, and from 40/. to 
200. in the out-districts. 


Ordinance No, 16.—“ The Land Tax Ordinance, 1881.” 

Under the previous Act undoubtedly the peasant proprietor 
was far more heavily taxed than the owners of large: estates. 
Under the former system the first hundred acres of land paid 
ls. per acre. The second hundred 4d. per acre. Any quantity 
above 200 acres was only liable to 1d. per acre. As an 
instance of the inequality of taxation resulting from the system, 
the Brothers Estate of 588 acres, situate in the parish of St. 
John’s, and which produces about 900 bags of cocoa, value for 
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3,6001, at 4/, a bag paid only 72 17s., whereas any one of the 
smaller properties in the same district of 100 acres, although un- 
cultivated paid 54 With a view of establishing a more equitable 
system of taxation on land, and encouraging the smaller land- 
holders, who form so large a proportion of our proprietary body 
the present Ordinance was passed. The rates under this 
Ordinance are 1s. 6d. for cultivated and 6d. for uncultivated land 
per acre irrespective of quantity. 


Registration. 


The estimated population on the 31st December 1880, from the 
Registration Returns, was 43,807. The census taken on the 4th 
of April 1881, however, showed a slight falling off from this 
estimate, the ascertained number of the inhabitants of the 
Colony being 42,403. Taking the estimate from the Registration 
Returns 1880 and adding them to the natural increase from Ist 
January to April, viz., 248, the difference between that return and 
the census is found to be 1,652, equal to 3°9 per cent. for 
the period of 10 years from 1871 to 1881, or 39 per cent. per 
annuin. 

This disparity is so small that it may indeed be taken as a proof 
of the accuracy of the registers. 

No records of emigration are kept, and the discrepancy may 
probably be due to this cause. 

Mr, D. G. Garraway the compiler of the census has pointed 
out in his report that the deficit was chiefly in Carriacou and St. 
David’s, these being the two parishes from which the largest 
emigration takes place. 

The number of births recorded during the year was 1,806, 
deaths 1,146, giving a net increase of 660, equal to 1°58 per 
cent. There were 244 marriages, and 1,994 baptisins solemnized 
in the year. The proportion of the sexes in the population is as 
follows :— 

110 females to 100 males or 90°90 males to 100 females. 


Census. 


From the able report: made on the census taken on the 3rd of 
April 1881 by Mr. D. G. Garraway, the compiler, it is shown 
that Grenada had on that day a population of 42,403, namely, 
20,074 males, and 22,329 females. The increase in 10 years 
has been 4,719 souls, or 12°52 per cent. 

The smallest increase has taken place in St. David’s district. 
The largest in St. Andrew’s district. ‘The density of the population 
is greatest in Carriacou where it is 396 to the square mile, as 
against an average of 318. 
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The following table shows the several centisimal proportions 
of males and females in their civil condition. 


ae S Males, 
§ Married. | Unmarried. | Widowers. 
9°32 | 37°16 | °87 
Proportion to the whole 
population. Females. 
Married. | Unmarried. | Widows. 
L si 10°16 39°29 | 3°20 


One in every five of the population is married; three fourths 
remain unmarried; the widowers and widows bear the proportion 
to the total number of their own sex respectively as 1 in 54 and 
1 in 16. 

The proportion which the natives of the different places bear 
to the whole population is as follows :— 


Per cent. 
Natives of the Colony - - 37,525 88° 50 
Barbados’ - - - - 1,180 9°78 
Other West Indies - - 1,492 3°52 
Kurope and America ~ ~ 188 "44 
‘East India and China” - - 1,054 2°49 
Africa - - - - - 807 1:90 
Other places - : - 157 37 


42,403 100-00 


In relation to the whole population, the different colours stand 
as follows :— 
Blacks, 31,892 or 75:21 per cent. 
Coloured, 9,676 ,, 22°82 
White, 835,, 1°97 9, 
The following are the proportions of the different religious 
bodies :-— 


3) 


Per cent. 
Roman Catholic - - - 23,884 56°33 
Anglican - ~ - - 14,626 34°49 
Wesleyan - - - = * 2706 6°38 
Presbyterian - - - 203 *48 
Mahomedan and Hindoo “ 919 Rely 
Other denominations - <3 65 °15 
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Imports. 


The value of the imports and exports and the direction of trade 
in the last five years are shown in the table hereunder :— 


United States of 


Great Britaln. British West Indies. Te iiecicn, 


Tmports. | Exports. | Imports. | Exports. | Imports. | Exports. 


£ £ £ £ £ £ 
1877 60,201 | 122,821 47,994 16,043 15,268 65 
1878 57,481 | 180,775 55,040 14,484 14,724 ns 
1879 84,186 | 137,842 56,379 7,887 12,695 See 
1880 67,834 | 152,545 55,931 13,976 11,250 i 


1881 80,043 180,604 39,002 11,647 | 11,664 — 


$$$ ~~ 


Foreign Countries. Totals. 
Imports. Exports. Imports. | Exports, 
£ £ £ £ 
1877 - - 3,741 6,976 127,204 145,966 
1878 - - 3,490 3,497 130,687 149,207 
1879 - - 3,271 3,697 156,532 149,426 
1880 - - 4,104 5,206 138,619 171,728 
1881 - ‘ 1,275 2,028 131,985 194,279 


es 


Whilst the total value of exports has steadily increased the value 
of the imports has fluctuated very considerably. The value of 
imports was highest in 1879. In that year unusually high prices 
were obtained for cocoa in the home markets and a large number 
of new importers sprung up for the time. 


It will be observed that we have no export trade with the 
United States. Years ago large quantities of fruit were shipped 
from here to different ports in the States, but now that the fruit 
can be got so much nearer America from Jamaica, Ruatan, 
ane &c.,and is conveyed by steamers, this trade has entirely 
ceased, 
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The following table exhibits the principal items of exports. 


_ | Cocoa. | Cotton. | Spices. Rum. | Sugar. 


ws77-| 1944 “7 Ff re a. a hoe to 7 V = teed 2,792 10 1 - 
1878-| 1858 5 0 0 56 0 8 26 22 13 2 8 | 10497| 2,099 9 0 2 
1879-| 1,576 18 0 4 68 10 0 10 20 19 8 8 | 24300| 1,953 14 2 6 
1880-| 2107 141 4 65 6 1 20 87 61 18 | 1,945| 1639 5 0 8 
1ssl-| 2,619 13 2 29 88 13 3 10 445 3 2 | 2617] 910 23 4 


The following table shows the revenue derived from the prin- 
cipal articles of consumption, the duty contributed per head, 
taking the population at 42,408, as given by the census of 1881, 
being about 7s. 11d. per annum. 


a ee ee 


—— Flour. | Fish. | Meats. | Spirits. | Tobacco. 
£ £ £ £ £ 
1877 1,966 646 541 585 857 
1878 2,661 611 673 642 855 
1879 2,351 695 799 881 842 
1880 2,288 831 778 675 857 
1881 3,205 725 132 1,098 1,087 
—— | Lumber. Oils. | Rice. | Sugar. | Wines. 
£ £ £ £ £ 
1877 676 402 488 499 334 
1878 586 371 704 609 307 
1879 856 569 458 721 410 
1880 755 514 491 674 274 
1881 894 897 860 922 182 


The large increase in most of the items in 1881 is specially 
attributable to the New Import Tariff, which came into force in 
October. 


Agriculture. 


The estimated area of the Colony is 85,000 acres. Of this 
13,425 acres are estimated to be under cultivation. Cocoa now 
forms the largest agricultural industry. During the year 32,605 
bags were exported, as against 29,564 bags in 1880. 

As regards sugar there has been a considerable falling off. 
During the year only 910 tons 2 cwt. 3 qrs. 4 lbs. were exported 
as against 1,659 tons 5 cwt. 8 lbs. in 1880. 

It is indeed gratifying to any one who has the welfare of 
Grenada at heart, to observe the planters steadily extending 
cultivation, and directing their attention to the raising of other 
productive staples, besides cocoa and sugar. 


141 


GrenaDA- 


142 


GRENADA, 


134 PAPERS RELATING TO 


The soil and climate of the Island seems well adapted for the 
cultivation of most of the tropical plants. Coffee, cinnamon, 
nutmegs, cloves, vanilla, and limes have all been successfully tried, 
and it only needs extended cultivation to make these valuable 
crops become profitable enterprises to the planters. 


Liberian coffee which has recently been imported bids fair to 
become in time an important export from the Colony. I had 
shown to me some Liberian coffee from trees planted two years 
ago in the St. John’s district. A large number of Liberian coffee 
plants have been introduced into the Colony within the last three 
years, and they all appear to be doing well. Most of these plants 
were imported from the botanical gardens at Trinidad. 


Pineapples, grapes, mangoes, oranges, sweet limes, water 
melons, bananas, plantains, water lemons, guavas, granadillas, 
Avocada pears, and numerous other kinds of fruit are abundantly 
‘grown, but with the exception of a small export trade to Trinidad, 
anu latterly in the case of oranges to Barbados, the fruit grown 
is consumed in the Colony. | 


One pleasing feature which deserves special notice is to be 
found in section 16 of Mr. Garraway’s report on the census, in 
which he brings to notice the extraordinary wellbeing of the 
peasantry of Grenada. Out of a total male adult population of 
9,000 no less than 3,000, or one in every three, owns land of from 
one to fifty acres. 


Post Office 


The revenue of the post office for the year 188] was 
6697. 11s, 24d., and the net amount paid into the public treasury 
was 6901. 5s, 5d. 

In 1880 the amounts were respectively 8251 9s. 4d. and 
8121. 19s. 2d. 

There was an increase in the amount of commissions received 
on money orders sent to the United Kingdom. 


ef "sé dd. 
In 1880 - - - - $1 6 8 
», 1881 - “ - 39 7 6 


and also an increase in the amount of money orders paid inter- 
Colonially. 


Cec". 
In 1880 ~ - ~ 44 14 9 
» 1881 - - - . 1386 4.1 


The receipts from the sale of postage stamps during the year 
amounted to 596/. 17s. 1d. Annexed is a table showing the 
number of letters papers and books received and forwarded during 
the year. 
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Received. 

oe Letters. | Papers. | Books. 

a Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. 
British - - . - - 212 2,000 1,318 
Inter-Colonial - - - 9,452 5,538 458 

Sent. 

—- | Letters. | Papers. | Books. 

Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. 
British - - - - - 147 2,155 102 
Inter-Colonial - - - - 10,800 2,294 385 


Letters are now registered to all parts of the world. 

Grenada, this year, was admitted into the International Postal 
Union: 

Mail Service. 

The mails toand from England, and between the several neigh- 
bouring Colonies, are carried by the Royal Mail Steam Packet 
Company twice a month. 

Towards the latter end of the year the enterprising firm of 
Messrs, A. Hubbard and Company imported a coasting steamer, 
which the Government have subsidized at 400/. a year, to carry 
mails daily to and from the several districts. 


Gaols. 


During the year there were in all 220 persons committed to 
prison, 164 males and 56 females. 

Out of these 194 were committed for purposes of penal im- 
prisonment, 146 males and 48 females. Only 22 however of 
these convictions were from the Supreme Court, and are made up 
as follows: manslaughter, 1; wounding unlawfully, and wounding 
with intent to maim, 5; stealing cocoa, 3; stealing cattle,1; 
stealing sheep, 2; other offences, 6. 

The number of convictions during this year as compared with 
the population of the Colony is *45 per cent. 

The daily average number of prisoners was :— 


Males - - - - 43 
Females’ - - - ea 


The highest number of males in any one day in gaol was 52; 
the lowest, 34; of females, the highest number, 11, the Jowest, 1. 
Only one juvenile was committed to prison during the year. 

The expenditure for the maintenance of the Richmond Hill 
Prison and the St. George’s Prison for females and juveniles 
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amounted to 952/, 11s, 1d. showing a decrease upon the previous 
year of 1127. 12s, 64d. 

The daily cost of each prisoner, including all expenses, was 
Is, 1d. 


Number of Number of Persons 


committed to Penal 
Nenaber com those com- | prisonment, including 
mitted for Debt, mitted who Penal Servitude. if that 
Want of Bailand | have been yeu, 


. : Term is used in the 
Punishment. oes. Colony to describe any 


‘unishment. 


of 


mprison- 


George’s 
Prison. 


OSES 


a 
pital during the Year 1881. 


Trial, or for Want 


of Security. 


For Pw 
than One Year. 


in 1881. 

Penal 

ment 

more. 

more, but less than 

Five Years. 

Months, and less 
For Three Months or 


a] 
3. 
a2 
° 
=] 
Total Number of Persons committed 
less. 


The daily average Number in Prison. 
The Number of Admissions to Hos- 
The daily Average on the Sick List 
The Number of Deaths during 1881. 


For Debt. 

For safe Custody till 
Once 

Twice. 

Thrice or more. 

For Five Years or 
For One Year or 
For more than Three 


wz 
bo 
_ 
> 
ao 
_ 
i] 
o 
oa 
io) 
a 
= 


Men -| 164] - 29 | 146 | 25) 6 
Females-| 55] - 8 | 47 Oy 1G Sh - = | 47) 6) 8 -|- 
Juveniles} 1] - - 1 -| - -|- - - 1 Pe cat (ee 


——— | — = | —$§ | ce —|——|—~—|- 


Total - | 220] - 37 | 194 384) 7 | 10 2 14 3 | 173) 48) 10*|-|1 


* Two Males to Lunatic Asylum, Three Females to Lunatic Asylum. 


Hospitals. 


Dr. Orgias, the Colonial Surgeon, reports that on the 1st January 
1881 there remained in the hospitals, namely, Colony Hospital, 
Ulcer Ward, and Yaws Hospital, 103 patients; 70 of these were 
males, and 33 females. 

During the year 529 patients were admitted, of whom 388 
were males, and 141 females, making a total of 632 patients 
treated during the year, of these 402 were cured, 109 relieved, 
26 died, and there remained in the hospitals on the 31st December 
95 patients, of whom 61 were males, and 34 females. 

The buildings are in good repair. The Yaws Hospital is much 
too small, and many cases had to be refused admittance. The 
Colonial Surgeon is of opinion that the disease is on the increase 
in the Colony. 

In the St. Andrew’s District Hospital there remained at the 
beginning of the year 4 male patients. During the year 42 male 
and 12 female patients were admitted. Of these, 39 males and 
8 females were cured, and 1 male and 1 female died during the 

ear. 
; Two iron tanks were erected for this hospital, each capable of 
holding 400 gallons. 

In the St. Patrick’s District Hospital there were 6 male and 
J} female patients at the beginning of the year. 
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During the year 51 male and 3 female patients were admitted, 
and 51 patients cured, 8 relieved, and 2 died. 


Poor House. 


This institution is nothing more or less than a hospital for in- 
curables, combined with a poor house. 

A large proportion of the inmates are suffering from advanced 
struma, and there are some who are leprous. 

On the Ist January 1881, there were 47 inmates, 26 male, 
21 female. 

During the year 31 were admitted, 20 males, and 11 females; 
15 died, 8 males and 7 females. 

Remaining on 31st December 1881, 49 inmates, viz., 27 males, 
and 22 females. 

The expenditure for the year amounted to 6731. 10s. 24d., or 
14/. 6s. 44d. per annum on average number under treatment. 


Leper Asylum. 


During the year there were under care and treatment, 7 
patients in all; 3 of these have been inmates of the institution 
for a number of years. 


Lunatic Asylum. 


On the 1st of January 1881, there were in the asylum 48 inmates, 
27 males, and 21 females. During the year 20 were added to 
this number; 9 males and 11 females. 

Total under treatment 68 of whom 10 were discharged and 
8 died during the year. 

The daily average number was 51. 

The cost of maintenance, tradesmen’s accounts, servants, inter- 
ments, &c. amounted to 1,056/. 14s. 62d. or 201 14s. 43d, per 
annum on average number under treatment. 

These institutions are under the care and able management of 


Dr. McLeod. 
Public Health. 


The Colonial Surgeon reports as follows :— 

“The health of the island continued tolerably good throughout 
the year. The first six months were marked by an almost perfect 
immunity from disease. With the exception of a few cases of 
dysentery and infantile diarrhoea, scattered here and there, the 
Jatter six months were marked, as usual, by the prevalence, but 
not to a great extent, of the endemic fever of the tropics. This 
fever commenced as early as the month of July, with the in- 
creased temperature of the weather, the first few cases that 
occurred in the town of St. George’s, in whites, and fair com- 
plexioned Creoles aitracted my attention as having characters 
different from our ordinary fever, being accompanied by symptoms 
of well marked jaundice and a strong hemorrhagic tendency of 
one or other of the mucous surfaces. In the month of November 


GRENADA. 


145 


146 


GRENADA. 


oom 


138 PAPERS RELATING TO 


a change of weather took place, heavy rains fell for several days, 
which had the salutary effect of cooling the atmosphere and 
causing a considerable diminution in the fever cases.” 


Savings Bank. 


This was established in connexion with the Treasury on the 
Ist November 1881. Having regard to the great advantages 
which it offers, more especially to the labouring classes of the 
community, it is to be hoped that it will be more generally made 
use of than it has been. I attribute the hitherto small deposits 
made entirely to the shortness of the period during which it has 
yet been established, and the fact that its existence was not 
generally known. I may state that since the beginning of this 
year there has been a large increase in the number of depositors. 

The amount lodged to 31st December was 891, 0s. 11d. 

The withdrawals amounted to 1/. 1s. 1d. leaving a balance at 
31st December of 87/. 19s. 10d. 

The provisions of the savings bank here are similar to those 
of St. Vincent. Deposits are accepted from ls. upwards, not 
exceeding in each case 100/. in any one year. Interest at 3 per 
cent. is allowed on all deposits from the first day of the month 
succeeding that on which it was made. 


Militia, 


The corps which was enrolled in the year 1878 for three years 
ceased to exist in June. The arms and accoutrements remain at 
Fort George under the charge of the Colonial Storekeeper, 
who is responsible that they are kept at all times in serviceable 
condition. 


Immigration, 


During the year no new immigrants were introduced into 
Grenada. The applications for Indian immigrants which were 
forwarded not having been satisfied. ‘Twenty-seven Coolies, eque] 
to 24 statute adults, were returned to India in the ship “ Syria,” 
13 of whom took with them in Government bills, 1182, 6s. 5d. 

The immigrants ex “ Sevilla,” 1871, completed their residence of 
10 years in the Colony, but only 19 availed themselves of the oppor- 
tunity «fforded to them of returning to India, while 69 received 
a bounty in lieu of passage. A few others who had registered 
their names for return to India ultimately declined to embark. 

The number of indentured East Indian immigrants in the 
Colony amounts to 484. 

The increase from births during the year was 3°57 per cent. 
while the decrease from deaths was only 1°68. 

The arrangements for medical attendance are very complete. 

The wages paid to the immigrants are in accordance with the 
requirements of the law, and the agreements made with them in 
India have been satisfactorily fulfilled, while they have enjoyed 
many additional privileges not specified in their contracts, and 
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which have had the effect of enabling them to procure food 
almost entirely without the expenditure of their wages. 

The indentured immigrants may be said to be fairly prosperous, 

The relations between employer and immigrants are harmo- 
nious, the labour disputes have been few and unimportant, and 
there has been a total absence of serious crime amongst the 
immigrants. 

The unindentured immigrant population, consisting entirely of 
East Indians, is estimated at 1,572, and is, as a body, very pros- 
perous. 

Irwin C. Marine, 

Grenada, 20th June 1882. Administrator. 


TOBAGO. 


No. 10. 


Governor Rozinson, C.M.G., to the Right Hon. the 
Ear. OF KIMBERLEY. 


Barbados, July 8, 1882. 
FoRWARDED. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) Witt1am Rosinson. 
The Earl of Kimberley, 
&e. &e. 


Government House, Tobago, 
Str, June 16, 1882. 
I Have the honor to transmit the Blue Book of Tobago 
for the year 1881, with the accompanying report thereon. 

2. This report, with the exception of the remarks on education 
and hospitals, was written before the close of the month of 
March. It was not then completed for want of the returns on 
the subjects mentioned, and when these returns were sent in, 
I regret to say, further delay was caused by my severe illness. 


Taxes, Duties, Fees, &c. 


3. No change during the year was made in taxation until 
the amending and consolidating Excise and the Tariff Ordinances 
were proclaimed at the close of the month of November. The 
former Ordinance raised the excise duty on rum consumed in the 
Colony from 3s. to 4s. per proof gallon by Sykes’ hydrometer ; 
the latter Ordinance revised and re-adjusted the duties charge- 
able on imported goods. It is estimated that the increase in the 
excise duties will make good the decrease which is likely to be 
caused by the alteration in the duties on imports; but as these 
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changes were made at so late a period of the year there was very 
little, if any, appreciable difference from them in the revenue of 
1881. 

4, No alteration was made in the fees of office payable in the 
several departments. By an order of the Governor in Council 
all fees payable on the registry of deeds and other instruments, 
and for all business transacted in the Superior Courts, were 
required to be paid by stamps from the Ist July last. 


Revenue, Expenditure, and Debt. 


5. [The revenue of 1881 was unprecedentedly good, having 
reached 16,8301, exceeding the estimate by 3,845/., and being 
2,8271., more than the revenue of 1880, which was itself above the 


average. 
Comparative Revenue of 1880 and 188}. 


Amount collected | Amount collected 
aaa, in the year 1880 in the year 1881 
in Pounds sterling. | in Pounds sterling. 


ecm el A a A ET EAE ELL TAL DE ee 


Customs. ee ee. 
Import duties - é - 6,108 6 1 8,864 19 92 
Tonnage dues - - - - 510 17 6 524 15 0 
Light dues - - - - 155 16 6 173 8 0 
Wharf dues - - - - 119 5 5% 139 7 8% 
Harbour and pilotage - - - 132eeoneo 129 14 14 
Warehouse rent - - . 29 11 8 42 8 .3 

Excise. 
Duty onrum - “ - - 1,887 14 93 1,511 13 5 
Revenue stamps (sale of) - - 353 14 3 265 9 

Licenses. 
Liquor (sale of) - - - 216 10 0 237 0 0 
Stills - - - = - 107 10 O 98 6 8 
Animals - - - - 1,163 13 9 1,182 17 6 
Guns, boats, and boatmen - - 92:17 6 os 17) 6 

Taxes. 
Arrears of land tax - - - esate yf Pair ( 140 16 9 
Sugar estates - - - - 1,255 1 0 1,487 3 6 
Other lands and tenements - - 1,344 13 3 1,293 8 9 
Commutation road tax - - - 169 18 O a 2°70 
Fines, forfeitures, and fees of court = - 447.17 8% 477 17 6 § 
Fees of office - - - - 191. -7eeg 209 0 3} 
Postage, sale of stamps - % ae 198 17 9 
Rents - - - - - 44 5 6 ood 1G 
Miscellaneous receipts - Ps - 40 14 8 80 8 4 
Total - = - 14,008 2 2% 16,830 8 2 


6. The expenditure in 1881 was 14,8447 In this amount is 
included the debt which the Colony owed to the Crown Agents, 
the loan of 1,000/. repaid to Mrs. Keens, and the arrears of 
salaries and other moneys due for the service of the previous year. 
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7. The financial position of the Colony at the Ist of January 
1881 and at the Ist of January 1882 is shown in the statements 
hereunder :— 


1881. 
Assets Liabilities, 
x pa 
Cash in Treasury chest 653 | Due for salaries and 
Balance of liabilities - 2,731 other services in 1880 1,516 
Due tothe Crown Agents 868 
» onloan - - 1,000 
3,384 3,384 
1882. 
Assets. Liabilities, 
x £ 
Cash in Treasury chest 1,856| Due for salaries and 
In hands of the Crown other services in 1881 1,134 
Agents ~ - 499] Surplus of assets - 1,221 
2,355 2,355 


8. At the commencement of this year the Colony was free of 
debt and had 1,2211. of surplus assets. 
Military Expenditure. 


9. The following sums were expended in the maintenance of 
the volunteer corps ;— 


So Sed, 

For taxes remitted to efficient volunteers - 71 10 0 
Clothing for the Scarborough corps ~ TU sbge 
Incidental expenses - - atime eet 
Total expenditure - - 21010 9 


10. The Scarborough Volunteer Corps consists of 8 officers 
and 63 non-commissioned officers and men; the Windward 
Volunteer Corps of 7 officers and 60 non-commissioned officers 
and men. Each corps meets once a week for drill; recruits are 
drilled twice in each week. The corps are armed with B.L. 
Snider rifles. 

11. The Imperial Government incurs no expenditure for the 
military protection of the Colony nor in aid of its Civil 
Establishment. 

Public Works and Buildings. 


12. Owing to the financial difficulties of the Colony when the 
estimates of 1881 were prepared, no provision was made in them 
for undertaking new works; and although the public debt was 
fully discharged in the month of August, the utmost that could 
be done, with the means at the disposal of the Government, was 
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to maintain existing buildings and works. A sum of 82/. 19s. 3d. 
was expended in the repair and improvement of the hospital ; 
651. 19s, 4d. in repairing the quarters at the fort formerly 
occupied by the Commandant of the Troops; 29/ 11s. 9d. on 
Government House; 48/. 11s. 7d. for renewing some piles and for 
securing the landing-stage and steps of the jetty; and 1410. 11s. 2d. 
in small repairs to various buildings. 


Roads and Bridges. 


13. The Superintendent of Public Works and Surveyor of 
Roads was removed to another Colony early in March of the year 
under report. It was feared that some difficulty would have 
arisen in consequence in the supervision and management of the 
public roads. The gentlemen of the Colony, however, generously 
responded to the appeal of the Executive, and the gratuitous 
superintendence of the roads was undertaken by some of them. 
The interest these gentlemen felt in the work, and the care they 
bestowed upon it for the common good, was manifested by a 
marked improvement in the condition of the public roads through- 
out the Colony at the close of the year. 

14. The expenditure for this service was 9621, 2s. 9d., a larger 
sum than had been available to the Surveyor of Roads for many 
years previously, 


Legislation. 

15. Nineteen Ordinances were proclaimed and became law in 
1881. 

16. The most important of these was the Ordinance for 
abolishing imprisonment for debt, and for providing for the 
punishment of fraudulent debtors. This Ordinance was brought 
into force, under authority of the Governor’s Proclamation, on 
the. last day of the year. 

17. The Ordinance to provide for the re-arrangement of the 
various offices hitherto held by the Colonial Secretary and the 
Ordinance to unite the offices of Inspector of Police and Inspector 
of Inland Revenue Officers were also important measures; the 
latter particularly, as providing most effectually for the super- 
vision and careful collection of the Inland Revenues. 

18. The Ordinance to consolidate and amend the laws for the 
valuation of lands and for imposing taxes thereon, the Ordinance 
to consolidate and amend the laws imposing tonnage, lighthouse 
and wharfage dues on vessels, the Ordinance to consolidate and 
amend the laws imposing Excise duties on rum, and the 
Ordinance to consolidate and amend the laws imposing duties on 
imported goods were valuable improvements in the Statute Book 
of the Colony. They will also benefit the Revenue. 

19. The Ordinance to facilitate public officers in providing 
security for the due performance of their duties is an entirely 
new measure. It affords large facilities to officers in giving 
security, while it provides substantially against loss by the 
misfeasance of any officer. 
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20. These, and the Ordinance to consolidate and amend the 
law regulating the duties of Coroners, the Wrecks Inquiry 
Ordinance, the Colonial Surgeon and Hospital Ordinance, with 
other enactments of comparatively minor importance, are evidence 
that a fair measure of useful legislation was accomplished in the 
year. 

Executive and Legislative Councils. 


21. The vacancy in the Legislative Council, which occurred in 
December 1880 by the death of Mr. Robert Gordon, was filled 
by the appointment of Mr. Edward Keens, son of the late J. H. 
Keens, C.M.G., for some time Administrator of the Colony. 

22. Mr. S. B. Isaacs, the senior unofficial member of the 
Legislative Council, was appointed to a seat in the Executive 
Council. 


Civil Establishment. 


23. Mr. James Armstrong, C.M.G., the Chief Justice of St. 
Lucia, who had been appointed in September 1880 to act as 
Chief Justice of ‘Tobago, was confirmed in this office. He, how- 
ever, resigned his appointment before the close of 1881. 

24. Mr. G. W. Gordon, who had been acting as auditor since 
July 1880, was confirmed in the appointment of auditor and 
registrar; and Mr, James Kirk was confirmed in the offices of 
Inspector of Police and Inland Revenue Officers. 

25. Mr. H. V. Fitzgerald, the Superintendent of Public Works, 
was removed to Grenada, and the office remained vacant. 


Pensions. 

26. The only person receiving a pension from the public funds 
of the Colony is Mr. Henry L. Byng, who was for several years 
the Colonial Secretary and Auditor. He was pensioned in 
1880 on the abolition of his office, and he receives the annual sum 
of 73/7. 17s. 4d. 


Population. 
27. The census taken on the 3rd April 1881 showed a 


population of 18,051. The comparison with the census of April 
1871 is here given :— 


Districts. 1871. | 1881. |Increase.{Decrease , Total | Centesimal 
Increase. |Proportion. 
Leeward district - | 8,009 7,951 — 58 _ a 
Middle district - 5,914 6,072 158 — wee Soaie 
Windward district - 3,131 4,028 897 — =— ws 


—— —— 


Total - | 17,054 | 18,051} 1,055 58 997 5°84. 
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28. The population was distributed in the several towns and 
parishes as under :— 


Parishes. | Males. Females. Total. 

St. David’s parish - - 1,928 2,011 3,939 
Town of Plymouth - - - 355 412 767 
St. Patrick’s parish - - - 1,517 1,728 3,245 
St. Andrew’s parish - - - 1,470 1,678 3,148 
Town of Scarborough - - - 851 502 853 
St. George’s parish - - - 1,032 1,039 2,071 
St. Mary’s parish . - - 593 553 1,146 
St. Paul’s parish ~ - - 860 891 1,751 
St. John’s parish - - - 588 548 1,131 
Total P _ * 8,694 9,357 18,051 


29. The different races, birth places, and religious denomi- 
nations of the people were— 


European. African. Asiatic. Mixed. 


109 15,072 8 2,862 


enn UU UU yUUn IEE SS UnSSSEEENSSESSSS Sn ae 


ee 
Great 


Other British hee ; i 
Tobago. | B.W.{. | and Dutch a Prussia. si eas Africa. | India. ese 

Colonies.}| Guiana. Treland. . i 
16,665 1,093 19 52 2 1 199 12 8 


NN 


‘ Roman A ot 
Church “ Moravians. Wesleyans. | Gatholics, | Presbyterian. | ascertained. 
8,865 4,612 4,016 13 11 534 


ile neal ener | await =) Sa! 2 

30, It will be seen that the increase of the population in the 10 
years, from April 1871 to April 1881, was only 997. But the 
registration of births and deaths shows a natural increase in those 
years of 2,273. ‘The difference may easily be accounted for by 
the emigration to Trinidad 

31. In the year 1881 the births of 591 living children were 
recorded, 310 males and 281 females. Two still births (males) 
were noted, There were 351 deaths, excluding the still born. 


32. The birth rate of the year was 32-74 per thousand of the 
population, and the death rate was 19°44. ‘The mortality in the 
year among children under one year of age was 25°64 per cent. 
and of all ages under 15 years it was 48°71 per cent. 
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33. The natural increase in the first quarter of the year was 
119, which was of course enumerated in the Census. The natural 
increase in the remaining three-quarters of the year was 121. 

34, Adding this natural increase to the number shown by the 
Census of the 3rd of April, the population of the Colony at the 
close of 1881 was 18,172. 


Education, 


35. As in 1880 so in 1881 there were 21 schools receiving 
Government aid, but in the latter year the number of children 
on the registers and the average attendance was not so great. 
The Government granted 550/. in aid of education ; of which the 
Board of Education appropriated 502. for the Inspector of Schools, 
and the balance in payment of fixed grants and premia to the 
teachers. In addition a sum of 4372. was obtained from voluntary 
contributions and school fees, which was used by the ministers in 
charge of the schools in augmentation of the salaries of their 
teachers, 

The whole amount expended in the year on the teachers was 
9412 In 1880 the voluntary contributions and school fees 
amounted to 5497, and the whole sum available for the teachers 
was 1,042], 

36. With respect to school fees it is remarkable that in the 
Anglican schools, which had an average attendance of 544 
children only 47/. were collected, while in the Wesleyan schools, 
with an average attendance of 396, the fees were 44/., and in the 
Moravian Schools, with an average attendance of 374, the fees 
amounted to 977. 

37.. The following table prepared by the Inspector of Schools 
shows the results in 1880 and 1881 as compared with 1876, when 
the existing educational system was first brought into operation. 


Comparative table showing difference between 1876 and 1880 
and between 1880 and 1881. 


Sa a 


In- De- 
a 1876. | 1881. crease. || 2880. | 1881. eyreise) Remarks. 
No. on Registers - - 1,895 2,187 242 2,230 | 2,137 93 
Average Attendance - - 1,070 1,320 250 13315 1,820 53 
No. eligible as Examinates = - 796 | 1,413 617'|| 1,457 1,413 44 
No. presented for Examination 699 | 1,257 558 1,292 1,257 35 
Attendance on day of Examina- 1,047 1,643 596 1,689 1,643 46 
tion. 

No. of Passes - - -| 1,578] 3,974 | 2,396 || 38,749 | 3,974 225 | Increase. 
aa a a a ee 
PREMIUMS. 
eo. ae hn a eS a TS 

_ | 1876 | 1881. Increase. 1880. | 1881. | Decrease, Remarks. 

| 

£s.d.| £8. d.| £ 8. d. £ os. d.| £ 8. d.| £ 5s. d.! 
Anglican 37 12 0 113 10 11 75 18 11 102 8 0 113 10 11 11 211! Increase 
Moravian 37 0 8 85 14 7 48 13 11 98 5 4 85 14 7 1210 9 | Decrease. 
Wesleyan} 388 9 4! 108 8 0 6918 8 93 4 8] 108 8 0 15 3 4 | Increase, 
Total -| 118 2 0 807 18 6] 19411 6 293 18 0] 80718 6 13 15 6) Increase. 
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Topago. Imports and Exports, 


38. The value of imported goods in 1881 was 59,582/. In 
1880 it was only 45,1382, The table below gives the principal 
articles which contributed to this increase, and it shows that 
while the scarcity of home-grown food may have caused a greater 
demand for flour, rice, and bread, the increase was due toa 
general improvement in trade. 


39. With reference to this general improvement in trade it is 
worthy of observation that 1881 was the first year in which 
vessels were compelled by law to enter at the ports of Scarborough 
or Plymouth, and were forbidden from the former practice of 
going into other bays on the coast on arrival in the Colony. 


1880. 1881. 


Quantity. | Value. | Quantity. | Value. 


LT 


£ £ 

Bread and biscuit - - Barrels 436 330 1,059 17 
Bricks and tiles - - M. 452 190 64 247 
Butter - ° «Tbe: 15,228 636 18,088 784 
Candles (tallow) - wT egy 10,745 818 13,603 832 
Corn and grain - - Bushels 9,217 468 8,824 903 
China and Glassware - _ 99 — 141 
Earthenware - - — 180 — 436 
Flour, wheat - Rhee 2,912 4,509 5,138 7,504 
,, other kinds prren s, 189 167 1,115 995 
Hams, bacon, &c. - - Lbs. 3,323 156 4,321 191 
Hardware and ironmongery — 1,270 — 1,959 
Leather goods - - _ 938 —: 1,836 
Linens and cottons - — 10,662 — L715 
Lumber, white pine - Ft. 2914 1,471 354 1,812 
Pepper and spices - - Lbs. 888 16 1,495 45 
Rice - - - oe 136,451 766 863,565 2,232 
Silk goods - - _ 31 —- 159 
Sugar - ’ Zea t 8,325 142 11,067 180 
Tobacco, unmanufactured - __,, 16,515 425 18,182 468 
- manufactured - 55 163 17 808 “33 
Wines - - - — 175 — 853 


an ppt APE AA EAL Ce Ee ee Sa ee ee 

40. The value of the exports, which were the produce and 
manufacture of the Colony, was 83,555/., and of other places 28/., 
making the total value of the exports 83,5837. 


41, The following table exhibits the trade of the Colony and its 
direction in the last six years. From these figures it will be seen 
that in 1881 both imports and exports were in excess of any of 
the preceding five years. 

42. The value of the imports from Great Britain was greater 
than in any of the previous years, and very much greater than in 
1880. But the difference in this last-mentioned year may partly 
be accounted for from the fact that goods which were shipped 
from Great Britain in steam vessels vid Barbados having been 
landed in that Island and re-shipped in sailing vessels, were 
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entered here as imports from the British West Indies. This error 


has been avoided in the year under report. 


British West | British North Foreign 


Great Britain. Indies. merica. Countries. Totals. 

fo} ° fo} fo} ° fo} (2) i) o 

ey = ef ) = i) 5 =) = fe 

ce na me SI & mn i ro & 

£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
1876 23,315 | 76,963 | 380,922 2,693 3845 — -- 14 54,582 | 79,670 
1877 31,802 | 66,388 | 26,297 2,642 651 — — 28 58,750 | 68,058 
1878 15,018 | 64,088 | 25,773 2,826 600 -- 20 550 41,406 | 67,464 
1879 11,090 | 64,208 | 26,257 6,047 _ _ 12 200 37,359 | 70,455 
1880 6,529 | 71,459 | 38,462 5,871 _ _ 147 285 45,138 | 77,615 
1881 33,051 | 76,253 | 26,205 6,934 _ _ 825 896 59,582 | 83,583 

Shipping 


43. The number of vessels which entered and cleared in 1881 
and in the two years previous is stated below :— 


No. of No. of 
No. of No. of No. of No. of 
Year. Vessels Vessels 
ontuted' Tons. Crews. alenhed Tons. Crews. 
1879 108 5,576 491 108 b 5,576 491 
1880 134 6,901 721 129 7,603 771 
1881 145 7,788 779 146 8,093 811 


44, By the enterprise of a gentleman in London and a few 
others in this Island, who enrolled themselves as a company under 
the style of “The Tobago Steam Ship Company (Limited),” a 
small steamer was brought out in July last to run between this 
and the neighbouring Islands, This company received a subsidy 
from the local government for bringing the mails from Barbados 
in the middle of the month when the R.M.S. Packet Company’s 
vessel did not come this way, and for taking the mails to Barbados 
to meet the Company’s vessel leaving for England on the 29th of 
the month. They also received certain concessions in port charges. 
Unfortunately this steam vessel ran on some rocks a few weeks 
ago while landing cargo ina bay to the northward of the Island, 
and became a total wreck. It is to be hoped the Tobago Steam 
Ship Company will see their way to carrying on with another, 
and perhaps larger, steamer the enterpvise which they so recently 
undertook, and which, while satisfying a great public want, should 
be a profitable investment for their capital. 
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TOBAGO. ‘ 
Agriculture, Manufactures, &c, 


45. The sugar crop of 1831 was the largest since 1876, and 
the shipment of cocoa nuts was far in excess of any previous year. 
The rum crop was small because few stills were at work, and in 
consequence the export of molasses was very large. 


46. The exports in 1881, being the growth and manufacture of 
the Colony, were :— 


Sugar - - - - 4,417 hogsheads, 

Rum - - - - 214 puncheons. 

Molaases - - - 969 puncheons. 

Cocoa nuts - - - 893,041. 

Cattle (neat) - - =) LL. 

Cedar - ° - - 127 logs (8,000 feet). 

Cocoa - - - - 14 bags. 

Fowls - - - - 185 dozen, 

Goats - - - - 274. 

Hices - - - - 2 bales and 191. 

Horses - - - 13. 

Lime juice - - - 11 puncheons and 1 
barrel, 

Logwood - - - $1 tons. 

Pigs - - - - 139. 


Shell (turtle) 
Wood (fuel) 


3 packages, 
149 cords. 


Grants of Land. 


47, There were no grants in the past year. 


Prison and Prisoners. 


48. The commitments to prison were more in number than in 
1880. The table hereunder, in the form prescribed in the Blue 
Book, shows the comparative statistics for the last three years. 
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49. In the last two years the Colonial surgeon has counted 
every prisoner who sought his advice, however trivial the ailment, 
as an admission to hospital. ‘This was not done in previous 
years. ‘The apparent large increase in the number of admissions 
to hospital, and in the daily average on the sick list, can thus be 
accounted for. The health of the prisoners was good, the 
Colonial surgeon reporting it to have been “ better for the last 
“two years than in former years, and on the whole not 
“ unsatisfactory.” 

50. The total cost of the prison was 4371. 2s. ld., giving an 
average cost of 13/. 13s. 2d: per head of the daily average. 


Criminal Statistics. 


51. The number of persons brought before the magistrates by 
the police or by summons were less than in previous years; but 
there were fewer acquittals and more convictions, The following 
comparative table exhibits the statistics for the last three years :— 


— | 1879. | 1880. | 1881]. 
Number of persons brought before the magis- 
trates by the police or by summons - 1,375 1,132 983 
Number of summary convictions :— 
1. For offences against the person - - 186 92 107 
2. For preedial larceny - - - 32 17 28 
3. For offences against property other than 
preedial larceny - - - - 11 17 34 
4. For other offences - - - 502 396 301 
Number of convictions in the Superior 
Courts :— 
1. For offences against the person - - 9 6 3 
2. For arson - - - - _ _ 1 
3. For offences against property other than 
preedial larceny - - - - 2 2 2 
4. For other offences - - - 4 2 2 
Number of persons acquitted :— 
1. In the Inferior courts’ - - - 129 121 97 
2. In the Superior courts - - - 3 6 — 


Hospital. 


52. The number of admissions to the hospital in 1881 was 
77, that is 53 males and 24 females. Fifteen males and 
10 females remained over from 1880. ‘The total number treated 
during the year was 102; in 1880 the number was 72. ‘T'wenty- 
six patients were discharged cured, 35 relieved, and four not 
improved. There were 14 deaths. The death rate on the 
number treated was 13°72 per cent., and on the bed rate it was 
56 per cent. In 1880 these rates were respectively 15°38 and 
52°17. 

I have, &c. 
His Excellency (Signed) Epwarp LABORDE. 
Governor Robinson, C.M.G. 
&e. &e. &e. 
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Sr. Luora. ST. LUCIA. 


No. ll. 


Governor Rosinson, C.M.G., to the Right Hon. the Earn 
oF KIMBERLEY. 


My Lorp, Barbados, April 26, 1882. 
I HAvE the honour to transmit to you the report on the 
St. Lucia Blue Book for 1881. 

In a despatch relating to my recent visit to that Island, I 
referred to the energy which had characterized Mr. Goldsworthy’s 
administration, and I am confident that he will do his utmost to 
develop the resources of the Colony. 

Possessing a fine harbour, a good climate, and splendid soil, 
I have no fear for the future prosperity of St. Lucia. 

Capital has already been introduced from the neighbouring 
French Islands, and doubtless population will follow. 

L.have, &e. 
(Signed) | Wini1AmM RoBInson, 
The Right Hon. 
The Earl of Kimberley, 
&e. &e. 


Government Office, Castries, 
SIR, March 31, 1882. 

In forwarding the Blue Book for 1881 with my report 
thereon, it will be in your Excellency’s recollection that it was 
not till the 4th March that I assumed the administration of the 
Government of this Island, and that, prior to my arrival, the 
duties of Administrator had from time to time been discharged 
by acting officers. If, therefore, the financial condition of the 
Colony was not such as to justify one in feeling sanguine as 
regarded its future prosperity, much might be attributed to the 
fact that on so many occasions the Government had been 
administered by acting officers, whose hands are invariably 
more or less tied and their actions hampered by the knowledge 
that they are simply expected to prevent the wheels of Govern- 
ment from being clogged, and not to initiate any new line of 
policy. But whilst, on the one hand, a glance at the revenue 
and expenditure of past years, from 1873 to 1880, could not but 
leave an unfavourable impression as to the condition of the 
Colony, yet on the other hand the equalization of revenue and 
expenditure under the economical government of Mr. Dix, whom 
I succeeded, at least showed the possibility of making both ends 
meet; and this would likewise have been the result in 1881 
except for unforeseen expenses in connexion with the revenue and 
quarantine services, the former arising from expenses incurred in 
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the repression of smuggling and the protection of our excise duties, 
and the latter from preventive measures which were rendered 
necessary by the outbreak of yellow fever in several of the West 
Indian Colonies: and that this latter expenditure was not unduly 
incurred is evidenced, I am happy to think, by the fact that 
whilst Barbados, Trinidad, British Guiana, and to some small 
extent Grenada, suffered from its ravages, St. Lucia under Divine 
Providence altogether escaped this frightful scourge. 


2. The steps taken for the suppression of smuggling were, I 
am glad’to say, attended with good results, though it cannot but 
be admitted that, notwithstanding the precautionary measures 
adopted, considerable quantities of rum were introduced without 
payment of duty into the Colony from the neighbouring French 
Island of Martinique. And this, I fear, will always be the case 
until an understanding is arrived at with the Government of 
Martinique to co-operate with us to suppress this nefarious 
traffic, | purpose, however, at an early date to enter more fully 
into this matter, and suggest what I believe will prove a feasible 
scheme by which Martinique and St. Lucia will be mutually 
benefited. 

3. I'he manner in which the revenue was defrauded in respect 
of excise duties rendered it essential that some stringent measures 
should be adopted to minimize the opportunities of doing so ; and 
for this purpose an Ordinance was passed by which retail spirit 
shops were not allowed on, or within two miles of, any estate where 
distillation was carried on, and further, distillation was not 
permitted to take place except during certain fixed hours, and 
then only in the presence of a revenue officer. Measures were 
likewise adopted for so securing the stills that they could not be 
used except with the knowledge of such officer; and here it may 
not be out of place to mention that to the mechanical skill of 
Mr. Gall, Inspector of Revenue and Police, I am indebted for the 
ingenious and effective contrivance by which the stills are at 
present secured. 

4. That stringent legislation was necessary a glance at the 
subjoined return of revenue received from excise duties during the 
past four years will clearly show :— 


1878. 1879. 1880. 1881. 
eas -- SD ee SES ee eee 2 ee ee ee ee eee 
Rest ‘d g 6h. ods [ar | 2 6. ud. 
7,986 19 90 9,304 13 2 7,175 10 2 Gly 18) 47 


5. A comparative statement showing the quantity of rum 
distilled on the various estates since the coming into operation 
of “The Rum Duty Ordinance 1881,” as compared with that 
distilled in the corresponding periods prior to its passing, also 
affords abundant proof that this Ordinance was not passed before 


it was requisite. 
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Revenue and Expenditure. 


6. The revenue received in 1881 amounted to 32,2917. 9s. 1d., 
or 590/. 9s. 1d. over that estimated for. The principal items 
which show an increase over previous years are “ customs,” 
“licenses,” “stamps,” and “immigration.” 

7. Under the head of Customs, which realized 18,4651. 3s. 8d., 
are comprised “imports” and “tonnage,” the former of which, 
in yielding 17,5917. 13s. 10d., exceeded by 2741. 3s. 10d. what 
was obtained from this source in 1880, and shows also an excess 
of 1,745 13s. 8d. over what was obtained in 1879, and of more 
than 3,000/. over the imports in 1877 and 1878 respectively. 
This increase is attributable chiefly to the development of trade 
in the past few years. In “tonnage” there was a falling off of 
161/. 4s. 10d. ‘This is capable of explanation by the fact that, 
owing to the prevalence of yellow fever in various parts of the 
West Indies, strict quarantine was enforced for several months 
against all infected ports. 

8. Licenses.-The various licenses issued during the year 
realized 2,459/. 2s., against 2,002/. estimated for, giving also an 
increase of 101/. 2s, as compared with the previous year. 

9. Stamps.—The large increase shown (the receipts being 
more than double that of previous years) was chiefly due to the 
introduction of a Stamp Ordinance which came into operation on 
the 16th November 1881. This means of increasing the yearly 
revenue is working well, and promises to bring in close on 1,000/. 
per annum. 

10. LImmigration.— The increase of 3297. 15s. above the amount 
estimated for under the head of immigration contribution is 
attributable to the large receipts for medical treatment of immi- 
grants in hospital. The admissions to hospital were very 
numerous during the past year, consequent on a more than 
usually unhealthy season throughout the West Indies. As com- 
vared with 1880, the receipts were 1,1112 11s. 9d. in excess. 

11. The total receipts from all the foregoing sources were 
22,4901. 11s. 6d, as against 19,5452 estimated. 

12. The less pleasing side of the picture has now to be dealt 
with, a decrease occurring in the receipts from ‘ Taxes” and 
“ Miscellaneous,” which amounted in all to 1,717. 7s. 2d. Of 
this sum 1,057/. 11s. 7d. was the decrease in “Rum Duty ” alone, 
to the causes for which I have already alluded in paragraph 2 
of the present report. 

13. Rum Duty.—The duty paid on rum in 1881 amounted to 
only 6,1172 18s. 7d. against 8,0692. estimated for. Compared 
with previous years there is a deplorable falling off in the receipts 
from this source. The subjoined return showing what has been 
received during the present month evidences an improvement, 


however, on the two months immediately preceding :— 


January. February. March. 


iG) tg, di Ls, a. £ s. d. 
541 18 4 660 15 4 721 1k 8 
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I am hopeful that this important branch of the revenue will 
before long return to its former healthy condition. 

14. Road Tax and Fines—The second of the two heads com- 
prised under “ Taxes” shows a decrease of 1761. 3s. This, though 
not a very large sum in itself, is however a significant item. Tor 
as the population by the recent census is shown to have con- 
siderably increased of late years, larger receipts from “Road Tax ” 
were to have been expected. On inquiry during the course of 
the year, I found that, owing to the absence of any vigour in the 
prosecution of defaulters, a great number of those liable to the 
tax escaped payment. If have since adopted measures by which 
this tax will in future be properly collected. 

14a, Expenditure.—The total amount expended for the year 
under consideration was 32,6521. 14s. 3d., exceeding the estimated 
expenditure by 1,181/. 0s. 11d., and that of the previous year by 
7351. Os. 6d. 

This extra expenditure was incurred mainly from the votes for 
“‘ Hospitals,” ‘“ Public Works,” and “ Miscellaneous,” being in- 
sufficient, and in consequence of the exceptional measures that 
had to be adopted for carrying out a rigid system of quarantine 
and ensuring proper sanitary arrangements throughout the Island, 
owing to the prevalence of yellow fever in the West Indies. 
With what advantage is evidenced by the result that, under 
Providence, St. Lucia was not visited by any epidemic. 

The extent to which contraband goods were introduced and the 
falling off in the revenue consequent thereon, and from the non- 
payment of excise duties, necessitated also increased expenditure 
for the protection of the revenue. 

The total overdraft under various heads of service was 
2,942/. 13s, 7d.in ali, Against this must be placed 1,7612 12s. 8d., 
which was the saving on other votes, thus reducing the over 
expenditure on the year to 1,181/. Os. 11d. Of this sum again 
nearly the whole amount was paid in respect of work standing 
over from 1880 but completed in 1881, for which no vote had 
been taken in the latter year, and for extra expenses authorised 
by votes of the Legislative Council during the year, but not on the 
estimates. 

Public Works. 


15. During the past year a considerable amount of work has 
been done in the Colonial Engineer’s department. 

16. A new wooden building was constructed for the reception 
of female prisoners at a cost of 1,1632 It is now capable of 
holding 24 prisoners, and is entirely distinct from the block 
occupied by prisoners of the other sex. 1 do not, however, con- 
sider the building in question suited for a prison, as, the partitions 
of the cells being only of wood and the upper portion open, con- 
versation can easily be held between the prisoners. I think, too, 
that where stone can be obtained, all public buildings, more 
especially those occupied by a large number of inmates, should 
be built of that material, as in case of fire the chances of escape 
from a wooden structure are much diminished. In a gaol more 
particularly, where all the prisoners are under lock and key, the 
necessity is still more app arent. 
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17. Alterations and additions were also made to the police 
barracks and to the building set apart as a lunatic asylum. 
The former serves its purpose admirably and is conveniently 
situated. The latter, however, not being originally built for an 
asylum, was neither sufficiently large or adapted for lunatics, 
more especially dangerous ones; but the transfer of some nine 
of the most refractory patients to the asylum at Grenada, on your 
Excellency’s suggestion, prevents the necessity of removal. An 
extension of the space set apart for recreation and one or two 
minor alterations will be an improvement, and those at time of 
writing are being carried out. 

18. The buildings utilized as a poor house and asylum for 
incurables, which as well as the lunatic asylum are situated on 
the Morne, were generally repaired during the year; a bath-room 
and other out-offices being added. It is, however, intended to 
separate the incurables and paupers, and another block on the 
Morne is now being adapted for that purpose. 

19. I may mention that the various buildings on the Morne 
were originally occupied, when the island was garrisoned, as 
officers’ quarters, mess house, barracks, hospital, &c. Of these 
the hospital has been converted into a Government House, and 
the other buildings as shown on the accompanying plan.* I may 
add that all the buildings are in good condition, and were they 
repaired could again be used for the purpose for which they were 
originally built. 

90. The block of buildings, constituting the public offices at 
Castries, has undergone extensive repairs. A fireproof room for 
the safe keeping of the records of the Prothonotary’s office was 
commenced during the past year, and is now nearly completed. 

21. Owing to the sittings of the Royal Court satisfactory 
arrangements could not be made for re-roofing the court house 
which was in a most dilapidated, not to say dangerous condition. 
The work, however, for which a supplementary vote was passed, 
is now in hand. 

22. Whilst much was done, more still remains to be effected 
ere the office accommodation is such as I desire to see it. 

23. Though not coming under the head of “ Public Works,” 
yet as the improvements to the town of Castries have been made 
from funds lent from the general revenue, I think it may be 
desirable to show what has been effected. As your Excellency 
is aware, on the breaking out of yellow fever in the adjacent 
Islands, I immediately appointed special inspectors throughout 
the Colony to report upon the sanitary condition of the various 
towns and villages; and these officers, I may state, zealously 
carried out the work entrusted to them. 

24. It was found, however, from the funds then at its disposal 
the Town Board of Castries could not carry out the work required ; 
and as the filling in of swamps, thorough drainage, the general 
cleansing and whitewashing of the houses of the poorer classes 
were essential, if we desired to keep fever from our very doors, 
I permitted the Town Board through its Warden, the Colonial 


* Not printed. 
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Engineer, to draw from general revenue such funds as might be 
absolutely required. ‘The following works were at once put in 
hand and completed :— 

The public latrines repaired and painted, and one rebuilt on 
a new site. 

The banks of the Castries river cleaned, and the Chaussée twice 
weeded. 

Considerable progress has also been made in filling in the 
swamp near the church, and all the large culverts from the 
Chaussée to the sea have been thoroughly repaired. 

All the streets, wharves, squares, and market places of the town 
have been swept daily, and all the yards throughout the town 
cleansed, and many raised and filled in to improve the drainage. 

The wharves have also been repaired and gravelled, and 1,260 
feet run of a larger size new water main pipe laid to increase the 
water supply to the town and the shipping. 

2,200 feet run of streets round ridged and gravelled. 

2,600 feet run of streets round ridged and macadamized with 
broken stone, 

2,800 feet run of brick and cement drains constructed in 
streets. 

2,200 feet run of footpaths in Portland cement concrete laid. 

3,000 feet run of footpaths gravelled. 

Victoria, Jeremie, St. Louis, Coral, High, and Grass Streets 
raised to insure effective drainage. 

Six old covered drains in Bridge Street and one in High Street 
reconstructed, and covered with new iron ventilating grates. 

2,700 feet run of brick paved footpaths relaid. 

25. To the exertions of the Sanitary Inspectors, who without 
remuneration gave up their time to make house-to-house visita- 
tions, and to the Town Warden I am indebted for the improve- 
ment of the town in all respects. 

26. I may mention that the funds of the Town Board are being 
economically used during the current year, with a view to its 
clearing off the advances made from general revenue. 

27. With regard to the roads and bridges of the Colony much 
good work has been done towards their permanent improvement 
during the past year. 

28. Thirteen new bridges have been erected, 11 new culverts 
laid down, 22 paved crossings and 36 bridges, moles, and 
culverts repaired, 205 miles of road drains opened, 86 miles 
of road weeded and round-ridged, 80 miles and 30 chains 
gravelled, 6 miles and 16 chains macadamized, and 230 cubic 
yards of retaining and guard walls erected in masonry in mortar. 

29. In the macadamized sections “cantonniers” have been 
appointed, whose duty consists in keeping the road drains free 
of grass or bush, in filling in ruts-or hollow places the moment 
they appear with broken stone, which is kept in depdts or recesses 
formed in the side of the road. Each cantonnier is provided with 
a wheel-barrow, a shovel, a pick-axe, a hoe, and a cutlass, and any 
other tools which may be requisite for the proper maintenance of 
the section of road under his care. 
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30. It might be supposed that the system herein described of 
keeping men constantly employed on the roads is attended with 
creat and unnecessary expense ; but this opinion is not entertained 
by those who have tried other methods. It will be found in this, 
as in most other cases, that the old adage is true which asserts 
that “prevention is better than cure,” as it is vastly cheaper to 
prevent a road getting out of repair than to restore it, when 
neglected, to a proper state. 

31. I have in the current year instructed the Colonial Ingineer, 
in whose charge the roads of the Colony are, to call for tenders 
and contract with those planters through or adjacent to whose 
estétes the main and minor roads pass for their repair and up- 
keep. In the course of my experience I have found that persons 
to whom good roads are of such vital importance in the conduct 
of their business, give more time and attention to keep them in 
repair than the ordinary contractor, whose chief aim is to make 
as much for himself out of the contract as possible. 


Legislation. 


32. There were 24 Ordinances passed during the year. Some 
very important enactments are included among this number. 

33. “The Lunatic Transfer Ordinance” provided for the 
removal of some refractory lunatics at St. Lucia to the asylum at 
Grenada, where, while their confinement is more secure, their 
comfort is better ensured. The purpose of the Ordinance has 
been attained, and the lunatics removed are well cared for. 

34, The Ordinance “To impose a License upon Boats” is 
another important measure. This Ordinance was introduced not 
so much to raise the revenue, as to ensure the more easy detection 
of persons engaged in smuggling. Every boat is now con- 
spicuously marked with a number. Licenses are issued annually, 
and can be withdrawn in the event of a boat being employed for 
any illegal purpose. An unlicensed boat may be seized and sold. 
Nearly 600 licenses have been issued during the year. 

35. The Ordinance “To provide against the Pollution of 
Streams,” was passed at a time when the fear of fever was pre- 
dominant. Benefit has already been derived from it, more 
especially in the town of Castries, the noxious odours from the 
Castries river having almost entirely disappeared. 

36. “The Stamp Duty Ordinance” is one of the most im- 
portant results of the year’s legislation. As a financial measure, 
I have already said that it is expected to realize close on 1,000. 
per annum. 

37. Not secondary to it, in point of importance, is “The Rum 
Duty Ordinance,” the necessity for the introduction of which I 
have already pointed out in paragraphs 2 and 3 of this report. 
It is working satisfactorily, and has already produeed beneficial 
results. 

38. The chief and most important enactment of the year under 
review is “The Trade Ordinance.” The import tariff was 
carefully revised, and, wherever practicable specific duties were 
substituted for ‘ad valorem” ones. 
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With regard to the remaining Ordinances, the laws relating to 
the “ Police,” the “ Post Office,” and “ Public Vaccination,” have 
been amended and consolidated. With respect to the “ Police ” 
I am happy to be able to state that, while expenditure has been 
diminished, the efficiency of the force has not in any way been 
impaired. One sub-inspector has already been transferred to 
another department, and I am hopeful that the office of the second 
will shortly be abolished. 


Civil Establishment. 


40. There is not much to remark on this point. The principal 
change in the “Civil Establishment” was the formation of the 
audit department. Large sums had been for some time 
systematically abstracted from the public moneys at the Treasury, 
and it was deemed essential, on the discovery of the defalcations, 
to establish the department of audit on a more independent 
footing than that on which it had formerly stood. The office of 
Auditor, or as it was called Accountant, had been held in con- 
junction with that of Registrar, &c. by Mr. Alexander Clavier, 
but the multiplicity of this officer’s duties rendered it necessary 
that he should be relieved of the auditing of accounts, &c., and 
Mr. John Semper was appointed to the office. 

41. In respect of changes in the holders of offices, Mr. Jones’ 
appointment as Stipendiary Magistrate of the First District, vice 
Mr. Charles Maclean, deceased, was the only notable change. 
Mr. Armstrong resigned on pension the Chief Justiceship of 
St. Lucia on the Ist December, but up to the close of the year 
his successor had not been appointed. 


Population. 


42. I shall pass over the head of “ Population” witha few 
cursory remarks. The census, as your Excellency is aware, was 
taken during the year, and gives a population of 38,551, showing 
an increase of 6,941 over the population as taken in 1871. The 
vital statistics evidence that this increase has been steady and 
uniform, and there is no reason to doubt its continuance. This 
Island is capable of supporting a far larger population than the 
present, and the prosperity of St. Lucia depends to a great 
extent, upon the introduction of labour. It is hoped that the 
inducement held out to immigrants from Barbados will result in 
our securing some of its surplus population. 


Education. 


43. The educational system of the Colony is far from gatis- 
factory. Schools have been established in all the towns and 
villages throughout the Island, with the exception of Ause-la-Raye 
and Canaries, and are maintained chiefly at the Government 
expense. But as attendance is not compulsory, the number of 
children on the roils is very small. I have for some time had the 
question of education under my consideration, and I propose ere 
long to lay before your Excellency my views on this important 
subject. 
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Imports and Exports. 


44, Imports. — The revenue received during the year from 
“Customs,” under which head are included “Imports” and 
“Tonnage,” compares not unfavourably with that of preceding 
years, realizing a gross total of 18,4651. 3s. 8d., against 
18,3527. 4s. 8d. in 1880, 16,9332 4s. 8d. in 1879, and 
15,254, 4s, 11d. in 1878. This shows, if nota very large, at all 
events a substantial increase on former years, and sufficiently 
exemplifies the fact that the Colony, though slowly, is in reality 
advancing. 

45. The following table shows the increase or decrease in the 
principal imports in 1881, as compared with the previous 
year :— 


—— | 1880. | 1881. | Increase. | Decrease. 
6. Sad, £ s. d. & «2 £ s. d, 
Ale, beer, porter (wood) 256 10 O| 227 6 6 — 29 8 6 
gy — Chettley| - 89 16 “8 | Ss Ta = 6 83 9 
Animals - - sl; 60 12. 2).9 — 19-393 
Butter - - - 849 16 11 885 18 11 86 2 0 — 
Candles - - 908 ll 5 144 10 5 _ 64 1 O 
Coffee - - - 17a oO 88 15 3 a 89 2 0 
Corn, wheat, flour, &c.- [1,916 1 6 /2,753 9 8/| 837 8 2 — 
Cottons, woollens, &c. - | 2,749 18 38 |2,002 16 0 —_ 747° 2 2 
Fish, salted - «0677 32° GL LTe0o rr & _ 886 15 1 
Hardware - - 895 7 0O 294 12 6 —_ 100 14 6 
Hats and Bonnets = (5 PlGel 9? 98 210 _ 17 18 EL 
Lard - - - 830 6 38 885 13 11 i) ae hets| — 
Leather - - 459 15 0 279- 8 3 — 180-6 “9 
Meats, hams, bacon - 92 18 2 78 16 1 —_ 14 2 1 
Meats (other kinds) -| 663 16 8 | 721 2 4 yp may ts} — 
Oil, kerosine. - - Ss217.. 2 125 11 6 4] 13 11 — 
Oil, olive - - 180 0 1 234 9 7 54 9 6 — 
Rice - - 695. 6-9 [i,b78 9 0 483 2 8 — 
Silk manufactures -| 108 6 O/| 119 10 8 11 (4°3 — 
Soap - 2 -| 17716 9] 164 10 10 —_ 18 6 11 
Spirits - - - |1,027 6 811,477 15 0 450 8 4 —_ 
Sugar - - ~| 80616 8 | 542 2 5 35 5 9 — 
Cigars, tobacco manufac- 
tured and unmanufac- 
tured - - - |2,706 1 8 |2,858 13 4 152 11 8 —_ 
Wines - - - 863 17 0 4383 0 4 69 3 4 — 
Wood, lumber - - 7382 15 2 OO) Biase — 20207 ao 
» Shingles - - 8038 15 9 228, 1.0 _ 80 14 9 


46. The increase in the amount of corn, wheat, flour, &c. im- 
ported is worthy of notice. 

47. The falling off in duties received from cotton and woollen 

oods was owing to the large surplus stock remaining on hand at 
the end of 1880. 

48. A considerable decrease appears under “ Fish ‘salted ;” I 
am informed that this is owing to the fact that a better and more 
expensive sort of fish is imported, and that in consequence there 
is not so large a consumption of the former, 
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49, The very large receipt from rice is in a measure attributable 
to our increasing Coolie population, they being large consumers of 
this article. 


50. Spirits yielded nearly half as much again as in 1880, a fact 
which goes far to prove that the measures adopted for the 
suppression of smuggling were not without effect. 


51. Exports.—The quantity of articles exported in 1881 com- 
pares unfavourably with the preceding year, the total value being 
only 168,478/. 10s. 8d. against 194,694/. 10s. 1d. This is mainly 
attributable to the sugar crop having been a small one, and 
considerably below that of an average year. 


52. In 1880 13,332,800 Ibs. of sugar were exported, whilst 
9,481,250 Ibs. completed the total for 1881, showing a decrease 
of 3,851,550 lbs., or nearly 4,000,000 lbs. weight less. 


53. Molasses also showed a falling off, 226,800 gallons only 
having been exported, against 250,200 gallons in 1880. 


54, Crystallized sugar showed a slight improvement, 820 tons 
being supplied to the home markets, as compared with 6294 tons 
in 1880. This is satisfactory, as showing an improvement in the 
central sugar factory in which this Government has so large an 
interest. This factory, which has hitherto been considered in 
the light of anything but a paying concern, has now entered 
upon a different phase of existence, and it may not be out of 

lace for me to mention here that its out-turn this year will be 

about 1,600 tons, against 800 last season. Great praise is due 
to Mr. Rousselot, the manager, who has been the means of 
bringing about this satisfactory result; and whilst the factory 
may now be considered a paying concern, it will afford satisfaction 
to the Government and shareholders to know that the yield of 
sugar is capable of still further extension, and that next year, with 
an equally good season for the growth of the canes, 2,000 tons of 
sugar may be counted upon. 


55. [am glad to be able to report that there is a small, but 
steady and progressive improvement in cocoa, 524,612 Ibs. having 
been exported in the year under consideration, against 438,108 lbs, 
in 1880. This industry is improving, and ere long will be ina 
thriving condition, as its value is being generally recognized. 


56. In cocoanuts, farine, fresh vegetables, ginger, hides, and 
oil (fish) there has been a considerable falling off. 


57. The quantity of logwood exported has increased from 1,724 
tons to 2,046 in 1881. 


Agriculture. 


58. It must be remembered that at present but one fifth of the 
whole Island is in cultivation, and that a large field is open to 
those desirous of investing money in a Colony where the soil is 
exceptionally good, the downfall of rain not precarious (as in 
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many of the West Indian Islands), and with a climate which will, 
as a tropical one, compare favourably with that of any of the 
group. The climate and soil are suitable for the production of 
sugar, cocoa, ceffee, tobacco, ground nuts, arrowroot, ginger, cotton, 
and a variety of other products too numerous to mention. For 
the cultivation of ground provisions, I have rarely seen a tropical 
climate more suitable, and this may in a measure be owing to the 
variety of temperature at different elevations. On the Morne, 
where Government House is situated, some 900 feet above the 
level of the sea, I have grown potatoes, beans, cabbages, lettuce, 
carrots, turnips, &c.. not inferior to what one ordinarily sees 
grown in England. Of vegetables usually grown in the tropics, 
yams, garden eggs, tanias, christophines, sweet potatoes, ochros, 
peas, beans, &c. are produced in large quantities, and f am _hope- 
ful, in view of the increasing number of steamers which will 
probably touch at the Island when the harbour improvements 
are effected, that I shall be able to induce small proprietors to 
cultivate sufficiently largely to supply the requirements of all 
classes of vessels. With so large an amount of land uncultivated 
it can well be understood that there is plenty of pasturage, and 
St. Lucia is quite capable of not only supplying its own wants 
but those also of other islands, were less apathy and indifference 
shown in the breeding of stock. 


Hospitals. 


59. There was a large number of patients in hospital through- 
out the year; this was owing to anot very healthy season. Coolies 
especially were affected by sickness and formed always the majority 
of those under treatment in the general and district hospitals. 

60. In conclusion, however, it affords me much pleasure to be 
able to state that the health of the Colony was, on the whole 
exceptionally good, considering the fever which prevailed in some 
of the other Islands. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) RocEeR TucKFIELD GOLDSWORTHY, 
Administrator. 
His Excellency 
Governor Robinson, .C.M.G. 
&c. &e. &e. 
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Return of Distillations on the following Plantations, Srom 
Ist January to 31st March 1882, under the operation of the 
Rum Duty Ordinance, No. 15, of 19th November 1881, 
compared with Distillations during the same Period in the 
previous Year. 
i pe rel Ta ast ga ee tS 

Dates. 


1882. 


January 


OOM TSH Or Cbd 


-_—= = 
— 


ie 
ce be 


~ = 
oo > 


— 
ID 


_ 
@ 


1737. 


Distillations. 


Marquis Plantation. 


17 gallons, proof 21. 
33 21. 


” thy 


py ae » 22. 


26 gallons, proof 22. 


” ” 21 
and 23. 
24 gallons, proof 22. 
” bby 20 
and 22. 


26 gallons, proof 20 
and 22. 
24 gallons, proof 20 
and 22. 
6 gallons, proof 26. 


42 gallons, proof 18, 
20, and 22. 

44 gallons, proof 19 
and 22. 


38 gallons, proof 19 
and 22. 

80 gallons, proof 19 
and 22. 

83 gallons, proof 20 
and 26. 

70 gallons, proof 21. 

” ” 20 
and 21. 

36 gallons, proof 21 
and 22. 


[= | 


1881. 
January 


Distillations. 


Marquis Plantation. 


20 gallons, proof 20. 
24 


2° 9 20. 
20-5 A aD. 
20 9 ” 19. 


28 gallons, proof 18. 


18. 


30 gallons, proof 
16 19. 


2? 2? 


34 gallons, proof 20. 


18 gallons, proo 19 


20 gallons, proof 19. 
27 


” » 19. 
ae a 45, 
$073, hoe it. 
ea Agee 


25 gallons, proof 20. 
eee » 20. 


18 gallons, proof 19. 


22 gallons, proof 19. 
ae ae 
19°) 45 » 20. 


15 gallons, proof 20. 


15 gallons, proof 20. 
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1882. 


February 
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19 
20 
21 
22 
23 


24 
25 


31 
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28 gallons, proof 20 
and 22, 

83 gallons, proof 20 
and 22. 

72 gallons, proof 20 
and 27. 

87 gallons, proof 22. 

38 21. 


9 9 1 


85 gallons, proof 21 
and 22. 

40 gallons, proof 20. 

79 ” ” 19 

and 20, 

86 gallons, proof 20 
and 21. 

40 gallons, proof 21. 


86 gallons, proof 20 
and 22. 

80 gallons, proof 20 
and 22. 

44 gallons, proof 20. 

a 9 20. 

48 5 » 20. 

:) er ee ee 


41 gallons, proof 20. 
75 20. 
20 


2? ”? 


[Op ie 


83 gallons, proof 20 
and 22. 
40 gallons, proof 22. 


53 gallons, proof 20 
and 25. 
71 gallons, proof 19 
and 24. 
40 gallons, proof 22. 
100 3? ”» 20 


and 23. 
28 gallons, proof 22 
and 25. 


42 gallons, proof 20. 

70 4 » 20 

70 ” 
and 22. 

79 gallons, proof 18 
and 22. 

78 gallons, proof 18 
and 21. 


18 


—-——_—_— 


Total - | 2,531 gallons. 


Distillations. | Dates. | Distillations. 
Marquis Plantation— 1881. Marquis Plantation 
cont. cont. 

March 


18 gallons, proof 18. 


17 gallons, proof 18. 
12 


3 ” 8. 


20 gallons, proof 19. 
33 19. 


te 23 


Total - | 585 gallons, 
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Dates. Distillations. | Dates. | Distillations. 
1882. Ruby Plantation. 1881. Ruby Plantation, 
January 1 January 1 14 gallons, proof 20 
” 2 and 21. 
2 3 ” 2 
ices pets 
? 5 ” 4 
”> 6 ”? 5 
9 7 » 6 
- 8 * 7 11 gallons, proof 20. 
” 9 ” 8 9 9 20 
Tene and 22. 
ei ade ee 
r 12 4 10 9 gallons, proof 20. 
aoe kl oS, B= 2h 
=e jpeale i. se: 
» 15 » 13 
- 16 ks 14 9 gallons, proof 24. 
9 17 ” 15 9 » ” 20. 
bed 18 ” 16 
- 19 a 17 9 gallons, proof 24. 
xtaneel he ae igs — 
Toot ict oa 
oo ie 
» 23 » 21 
- 24 26 gallons, proof 19. ; 22 13 gallons, proof 24. 
» 25 SSo = 45 19: % 23 
‘3 26 * 24 10 gallons, proof 24. 
” 27 ” 25 
- 28 31 gallons, proof 18. - 26 6 gallons, proof 24. 
” 29 ” 27 
43 30 29 gallons, proof 18. ¥ 28 16 gallons, proof 20. 
3 31 ” » 19 ” 29 26 2? »> 20. 
and 24, » 30 
February 1 29 gallons, proof 18. » al 11 gallons, proof 24. 
- 2 - i 18 || February 1 D5 ae 
and 22. or 2 ee aieaeas 
% 3 32 gallons, proof 19. ¥ 3 be % a oat: 
3 5 . 5 10 gallons, proof 20. 
» 6 65 gallons, proof 20. * 6 
3 7 45 Og 5. 28: + 7 13 gallons, proof 21. 
” 8 27 ” ” 19. ”» 8 
A 9 63> 5 eS s 9 13 gallons, proof 20. 
Facey 10 sO: <9. HOPS Tl: | ae Os 
Yc G0ke, 5: pire t3; ot LAL 
a 12 = 12 22 gallons, proof 22. 
aot As teeth 
5 14 33 gallons, proof 20. 9 14 25 gallons, proof 20 
> 15 OE <i55 » 20. and 23. 
ee te Pg re ayes ts yids 
me 17 oY ee ee SF a 16 23 gallons, proof 20 
T 18 Ban © apna (OP and 21. 
” 19 ” 17 
, 20 30 gallons, proof 20. ” 18 18 gallons, proof 20 
be 21 ~ rs 19 and 22. 
and 20. 9 19 32 gallons, proof 20 
- 22 41 gallons, proof 19. and 24. 
PGs. ean, aoe ack ne afer 
' 24 6a), iy alts 3 21 7 gallons, proof 22. 
2» 25 ” 22 ”» 9 
ca 26 and 23. 
3 27 75 gallons, proof 19 o 23 16 gallons, proof 21. 
and 20. a 24 165 Be 5 20 
28 38 gallons, proof 18. and 25 
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Dates. Distillations. | Dates. | Distillations. 
1882. Ruby Plantation—cont. 1881. Ruby Plantation—cont. 
March 1 26 gallons, proof 18. February 25 
os 2 rf a 18 5 26 12 gallons, proof 20 
and 20. and 26. 
’ 3 89 gallons, proof 18 ee 27 
and 20. Sa 28 15 gallons, proof 20 
Ns 4 48 gallons, proof 18 and 24. 
and 19. March 1 20 gallons, proof 20 
a 5 and 25. 
<3 6 29 gallons, proof 20. . 2 
re 7 Ly ar ‘a 18 ‘i 3 27 gallons, proof 20 
and 22. and 25. 
oa 8 39 gallons, proof 19 a 4 
and 20. Ps 5 21 gallons, proof 20. 
a 9 89 gallons, proof 19 mn 6 
and 20. a 7 17 gallons, proof 22. 
55 10 86 gallons, proof 19. “a 8 35: 5; ne: 
23 11 2” 9 33 ”» » 24, 
ee a 418 no ), yh 
- 13 38 gallons, proof 20. a 11 
a 14 36 Sy, un Poca: - 12 19 gallons, proof 22. 
»” 15 » 13 
95 16 90 gallons, proof 20. a 14 27 gallons, proof 20. 
” 17 45 »? » 20. ” 15 
ms 18 Sis as at 18 Pe 16 24 gallons, proof 20. 
and 20 a 17 
e 19 re 18 21 gallons, proof 20. 
ss 20 41 gallons, proof 18 _- 19 18 = 45 oy 
and 20. Is 20 
Fe 21 67 gallons, proof 19 = 21 16 gallons, proof 21. 
and 20. oe 22 26 os, Ae lth 
a 22 44 gallons, proof 20. - 23 34° —C, 55 20. 
” 23 86 ” 29 18 ” 24 14 9 ” 20. 
and 20. ras » 20 
a 24 40 gallons, proof 20. and 24 
ee eee 96 ae 
” 26 ” 27 
% 27 42 gallons, proof 19 a 28 81 gallons, proof 18 
and 20. and 24. 
oe 28 41 gallons, proof 19. 5s 29 23 gallons, proof 20 
” 29 ” ” 18 and 24, 
and 19. ss 30 27 gallons, proof 19 
a 30 45 gallons, proof 20. and 25. 
59. od OGL hs ” 19 yp oe OF 88 gallons, proof 18 
and 20 and 25. 
Total - | 2,258 gallons. Total - | 1,029 galions. 
1882. Palmisk Plantation. 188]. Palmisk Plantation. 
January 22 January 22 | 382 gallons, proof 21 and 
” 23 ° 
” 24 ” 23 
” 25 .3 24 
” 26 a 25 
” 27 3 26 
” 28 ay 27 | 18 gallons, proof 21 and 
” 29 24. 
» 30 ps 28 
» 31 , 29 
February 1 - 30 
2 - 31 


Dates. Distillations. | Dates. | 
1882. Palmisk Plantation — 1881. 
cont. 

February 3 February 1 
39 4 3” 2 
” 5 ” 3 
” 6 ” 4 
” 7 ” 5 
” 8 ” 6 
tl 9 » 7 
o> 10 
> 1 1 ” 8 
” 12 ” 9 
9 13 ” 10 
ve ae ee | 
” 15 ” 12 
» 16 
»” 17 ” 13 
»”» 18 ” 14 
” 19 td 15 
ss ae ane 
ae. -Si OS | 
” 22 ” 18 
» 28 es | 
24 | 27 gallons, proof 25. 
of REAP A ae BO 
”» 26 ” 21 
Po 27 | 388 gallons, proof 22. » 22 
iar sie oe ae a. ~ 88 

March 1] 40 _ ,, ay Beans ” 24 
» 2 
” 3 ” 25 
” 4 ef 26 
ae 
fe 6 | 67 gallons, proof 21. pat 
st POO oe ag yg iF » 28 
cr 8 March 1 
2” 9 * 2 
” 10 ” 3 
as ll ” 4 
a 12 ” 5 
sy 13 | 48 gallons, proof 21., 

[MEE 4: sy: ee 3 6 
”» 15 x 7 
” 16 ” 8 
= 17 | 48 gallons, proof 20. ” 9 
ae ge tie a a pat 210 
ns 19 
By 20 ” 11 
re 21 47 gallons, proof 20 and ” 12 
23 
as 22 | 75 gallons, proof 20 and = 13 
21. nye it 
“s 23 ” 15 
A 24 | 62 gallons, proof 21. 3S 16 
we dee: as. ey 
es 26 
ipa Ae » 18 
a ee » (19 
_ 29 | 80 gallons, proof 21. » 20 
” 30 52 ” ” 21. ” 21 
es 31 94, . 5, 5 20 and 
21. ye 
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Distillations. 


Palmisk Plantalion— 
cont. 


9 gallons, proof 21. 
12 gallons, proof 24, 


15 gallons, proof 21 and 
26. 

19 gallons, proof 21 and 
24. 

18 gallons, proof 21. 


15 gallons, proof 21. 


31 gallons, proof 21 and 
24. 


25 gallons, proof 20 and 
24. 


44 gallons, proof 20 and 
24. 


18 gallons, proof 19. 


1 9 aye tos 

19 gallons, proof 19. 

35. 4; »  i9and 
22. 


22 gallons, proof 22. 
8 20 and 


1 ” 3? 


22. 


18 gallons, proof 20 and 
22. 


17 gallons, proof 20 


18 gallons, proof 20 and 
20. 


18 gallons, proof 20. 
18 gallons, proof 20 and 
22 


15 gallons, proof 20. 
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Dates. Distillations. | Dates. | Distillations. 
1882. Palmisk Plantation— 1881. Palmisk Plantation— 
cont. cont. 
March 24 
rr 25 18 gallons, proof 20. 
ee TE «om Nore » 20. 
” 27 
” 28 | 17 gallons, proof 20 and 
238. 
‘4 29 : 
s 30 
% 81 17 gallons, proof 20. 
Total - | 953 gallons. Total - | 538 gallons. 
‘1882. Reunion Plantation. 1881. Reunion Plantation. 
January 4 January 4 17 gallons, proof 20. 
9 5 ”» 5 
» 6 ” 6 
3? 7 99> 7 
” 8 * 8 17 gallons, proof 20. 
” 9 ” 9 
we 10 we 10 18 gallons, proof 19 
3 aT and 20. 
” 12 ” 11 
”» 13 36 gallons, proof 23. as 12 18 gallons, proof 19. 
» 14 eae ey segs seek a3 fs 19 
re 15 and 20 
” 16 ” 14 
= 17 a 15 19 gallons, proof 20. 
” 18 ” 16 
” 19 ” 17 
» 20 88 gallons, proof 21. ae vg a8 18 gallons, proof 20. 
ee rE ee ot enka 
» 22 “20 
» 23 a) 20 gallons, proof 20. 
et 7 42 gallons, proof 21. 9 «—«22 22, » 20. 
” 25 BT 49 ye ae of neal 
”» 26 WU ms eC * 24 23 gallons, proof 19. 
3 27 tt aay: iyi recs ” 25 iS ee ry) 18 
» 28 So. 55 jee ee and 20. 
» 29 ae 26 23 gallons, proof 20. 
» 30 ig ORE Le sa BOs 
» 31 52 gallons, proof 21. is 28 
February 1 Ce Nee oe. eae 22 gallons, proof 20. 
” 2 46 ” 2 21. ” 30 
re 3 40 , els 2 81 29 gallons, proof 20. 
” 4 40> 55 we. ah February 1 en yam. OO 
” 5 ay 2 Boo 55 Precl 
» 6 60 gallons, proof 21. a 3 OS er ome is 
” 7 Boies 5 Paes 3 fe 4 PME seas 
9 8 67 ” 3” 21 ” 5 21 bd bd 20, 
and 24. a 6 
os 9 49 gallons, proof 21. 3 7 27 gallons, proof 20. 
» 10 ” ” 21 ” 8 38 29 ” 18. 
and 24, and 20. 
» 11 ma 9 22 gallons, proof 18 
if 12 and 20. 
45 13 40 gallons, proof 21. ‘ 10 
a 14 AS. 55 PP 1 “ 11 
3 15 407, ph 7 12 25 gallons, proof 20. 
” 16 Cl ey Cee ill rr 13 
a 17 Cy omnes yy. eke 5 14 29 gallons, proof 18 
18 45 ,, <i 20 and 20. 


Dates. 
1882. 
February 19 
” 20 
” 21 
3 22 
f 23 
” 24 
ry) 25 
” 26 
»” 27 
» 28 
March 1 


% 16 
” 17 
” 18 
Pr) 19 
” 20 
» 21 
MA 22 
A 23 
93 24 
» 25 
% 26 
” 27 
mn 28 
“4 29 
» 30 


Total - 


January 31 
February 1 
” 2 
» 3 
3 4 


Distillations. 


Reunion Plantation— 
cont. 


58 gallons, proof 21. 
45 2 


” 39 1 
and 22. 
58 gallons, proof 21. 


WG-5 als 
BOs aaenls 


62 gallons, proof 21 
and 22, 
38 gallons, proof 21. 
21 


86 ”° 99 

and 22. 
40 gallons, proof 22. 
AB 5, s ah 


3B 45 » 24. 


87 gallons, proof 24. 
66% wt 
76 » 21. 
100, taal; 


81 gallons, proof 22. 


69 gallons, proof 21 
and 22. 

82 gallous, proof 24. 

90 24 


> > 


a 7 ake 


79 gallons, proof 20, 
21, and 24, 

38 gallons, proof 23. 

ae yi eas 


45 gallons, proof 21. 


65 gallons, proof 21 
and 22. 

69 gallons, proof 23. 

ae = Sie 

OF As Tae a 

+ oe. 


2,887 gallons. 


Foud Plantation, 


28 gallons, proof 19. 
98 iy a ae. 
23 «Cs, Bo Tag, 
25 ” ”? 19. 


| Dates. | 


1881. 
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February 15 


9 
by 


bed 
99 


” 
99 


29 
> 
o> 
99 
39 
99 


March 


16 
17 


18 


19 


Pp whe 


_ 
ovueonnnw 


11 


Total - 


January 31 
February 1 
2 


” 
9 
29 


3 
4 
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Distillations, 


Reunion Plantation— 


cont. 


33 gallons, proof 20. 

37 ” 9 19 
and 20. 

49 gallons, proof 18 
and 20. 

26 gallons, proof 17 
and 18. 


27 gallons, proof 18 
and 21. 

29 gallons, proof 19. 

26° o) tae) 

29 ,, 20. 

31 yy yy 20. 

80, 4 gees 


31 gallons, proof 21. 

29, ras 

44 gallons, proof 20 
and 21. 

86 gallons, proof 18 
and 20. 

83 gallons, proof 19. 


30 gallons, proof 21. 
59. » 20. 
eae omy? 
a 5. BO 
46 2s. se 20. 
400). 3 49, 


89 gallons, proof 20. 
Bh LAS 2 TBO, 
hee oon 
Bb. 4 se TY 
19-7 y so 88s 
OSE ss a Oe 


51 gallons, proof 19. 
ry Fees acre Fa 
AO &, mae ST 
Ave) ee lv. 
ee i AD, 
yn ge 20. 


36 gallons, proof 20. 
40 ,, » 20. 
36, gD. 
Ce nem on BOs 


2,105 gallons. 


—— 
—— 


Foud Plantation. 
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Dates. Distillations. | Dates. | Distillations. 
1882. Foud Plantation.— 1881. Foud Plantation. — 
cont. cont. 
February 5 February 5 
” 6 ”» 6 
2” 7 ” 7 | 36 gallons, proof 19. 
» 8 ”» 8 
” 9 2”? 9 
9 10 ” 10 
” 11 ” 11 
ga wiatl 
e 13 55 gallons, proof 19. Fe 13 
ee 42> 5, 5 AS ae 
= 15 49-5, a. ee i 15 | 30 gallons, proof 19. 
» 16 53 » » 19. ” 16 
ae \ iY ‘it a te 
”» 18 ” 18 
a 19 me 19 | 40 gallons, proof 19. 
2” 20 53) 20 
ss 21 "3 21 | 89 gallons, proof 19. 
”» 22 ”» 22 
as eee 64 gallons, proof 19. » 23] 88 gallons, proof 19. 
a as ae ee 4 oe 
” 25 50 » ” 18. ” 25 
”» 26 ” 26 
ope weet » «27 
my 28 E. 28 | 34 gallons, proof 19. 
arch 1 March 1 
” 2 9 2 
» 3 m 3 | 36 gallons, proof 19. 
” 4 ” 4 
a 5 9% 5 | 50 gallons, proof 18. 
i 6 43 gallons, proof 17 ” 6 
and 19. 5B) 7 
“9 7 52 gallons, proof 18. 5 8 
a 8 ae -% 3 8; s 9 | 45 gallons, proof 19. 
”? 9 47 ”? ” 17 ”? 10 38 ” ” 9. 
and 18. Ris 
FP 10 58 gallons, proof 19. FP 12 
” 11 63 ” ” 19. ” 13 
”? 12 ” 14 
= 13 45 gallons, proof 19. si 15 
- 14 Gi - =. rhe | E a 16 | 48 gallons, proof 19. 
= te nr: ie aes ae ha 5 MEBs 
» 16 61 » 418. ” 18 
- 17 the les atts 3 19 | 50 gallons, proof 19. 
we AS 62, tek | 3 Sg 
Ss 19 rs 21 | 44 gallons, proof 18. 
<5 20 60 gallons, proof 18. = 22 
>. a a ln Se ee 
Re 22 an a i. mn 24 | 54 gallons, proof 18. 
» 23 50s, » 18. ” 25 
pe 24 1 eg oe a 26 | 57 gallons, proof 18. 
ees is, 5 LIB: OSS 
» 26 » 28] 48 gallons, proof 18. 
* 27 67 gallons, proof 18. is So) 4a, ee 8. 
Te 65, et a 
gee wr. ; he tae | 
$y a= 80 60, ore 1G 
” 31 61 ”» 22 18. 
Total - | 1,860 gallons. 


Total - | 783 gallons. 
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rr 


Dates. 


Distillations. 


ie] 


Distillations. 


——————————— CC rr 


1882. 
ebruary 


> 


Total 


23 
24 
25 


26 


27 
28 


bore 


Ressource Plantation. 


26 gallons, proof 22. 
BT) a is Ss 
43, wo aks 


45 gallons, proof 21. 
” 3 22 
and 23. 
31 gallons, proof 22. 


” ” 19 
and 20. 
42 gallons, proof 21 
and 23. 
29 gallons, procf 28. 


31 gallons, proof 23 
and 25. 


25 gallons, proof 22. 
46s, eat + 
ay; i, tee 


43 gallons, proof 21 
and 22. 

43 gallons, proof 21. 

4 


oy er Syeerale 
42 ” ” 21. 
46 ” ” 21. 
oie > 8h 


39 gallons, proof 21. 

53 » 21 
and 22. 

42 gallons, proof 21 
and 22. 

41 gallons, proof 21 
and 22. 

60 gallons, proof 20 
and 22. 

42 gallons, proof 19 
and 20. 


18 gallons, proof 22. 
20. 


5 ” ” 


48 ” ” 19. 
56 ” ” 20. 


1,243 gallons. 


ee 


February 23 


1881. 


Cae Cae 
BS 32 Ci, 
meee. 20 


> 


Ressource Plantation. 


29 gallons, proof 20. 


» 20. 
a en 
9 NSO: 


28 13 gallons, proof 22. 
3 


” 


” 


ee al 48 ,, 
ae TG 497 5 


and 20. 
31 gallons, proof 20, 
29 


» 19 


» 19 


omy 


25 gallons, proof 22. 


65 gallons, proof 20. 
47 


isin Sa 
eSB. 
poe ae 


5 14 33 gallons, proof 19 
and 20. 

5 15 45 gallons, proof 19. 

aces ra ae TF 

» 17 52 yy » «=: 20. 

» 1 38 7] ee st 0 

5 20349 20:4... ste ar 

» 20 

x 21 17 gallons, proof 20. 

or 28 ae taa0, 

» 23 61 »» 20 
and 22. 

Ee 24 43 gallons, proof 20. 

”» 25 5 be) ” 21 
and 23. 

» 26 

- 27 47 gallons, preof 22. 

” 28 48 93 ” 21 
and 22. 

- 29 46 gallons, proof 22. 

ae P89 4a5 » «22 

ae tT gh ig? =, cme 

Total - | 1,268 gallons. 


Fer. Devaux, 


Sub-Inspector of Revenue and Police. 


19th April 1882. 
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LeEwarD ANTIGUA. | 
IsLANDS. 
No. 12. 


Governor Sir J, H. Gurover, K.C.M.G., to the Right Hon. 
the Eart oF KIMBERLEY. 
Government House, Dominica, 
My Lorp, August 10, 1882. 
I nave the honour to forward to your Lordship the 
Colonial Secretary’s report on the Blue Book of Antigua for the 


year 1881. 
The Blue Book will be forwarded direct from Antigua. 
I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) Jonn H. GLover. 
The Karl of Kimberley, 
&e. &e. 


Rerort on the Biur Book of Anriceua for the year 1881. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 
1. The following return, prepared in the office of the Auditor- 
General, exhibits the financial transactions of the Presidency for the 
year 1881 :— 


Return of the REvENvE and ExprnpiTuRE of the Presidency of AnticuvA for 
the year ended 31st December 1881. 


£ sg. d. Led: £ & -d. £ «s. d. 
No.1. Frxep Hsta- Customs - «= = 2663517 9 
BLISHMENTS :— Excise - 2) - 4,071 19 9 
Civil- - + «+ 4292 3 1 Stamps- -« - -+ 73318 1 
Judicial - = + 8,120 411 ——— $1,441 15 7 
Ecclesiastical - - 1,982 410 Licenses ~ ve -” USES 6 
Police - = - 8,562 17 10 Fees of office - - 587 4 5f 
Gaol- = = - 85512 0 Post Office - - - 45712 7 
Medical - - 1912) 7 12 Fines and penalties - 1,742 18 38 
a 15,725 10 7 | Rents - - ° 563 6 5 
2. Pensions - - = 73219 4 ——_———_ 5,154 7 23 
4, Administration of 69 18 0 | Ecclesiastical tax - 1,78419 7 
justice. Water tax. - . - 60916 8 
6. Hospitals- - - 5,190 5 5] Rattax- - + + 166 8 8 
7. Education - - 1,182 18 6 ——_——_ 2,511 4113 
9. Police and gaol : 1,184 38 1] Miscellaneous = - 52718 9 
10. Rents ao 357 0 0] Waterrate - - = 837 6 7 
11. Transport- - = 148 19 9 | Receipt from presiden- 1,007 1 7 
138, Works and build- 1,686 9 3 cies for keep of luna- 
tics and prisoners. 
14. Rouge and bridges - 4,184 14 7 ——_——-_ 1,872 611 
15. Miscellaneous- = 1,844 19 11 See 
16. Interest - 8,181 5 1 40,979 14 8 
17. Repayment of loans 1,420 8 104) Island of Barbuda - 656617 8 
18. Military - - = 1,379 15 11 | Escheated estates ” 88 5 9 
19. Board of Health - "743 9 2 es et CSS 0 
20. Signal stations : 163 6 4 a ee 
21. Market - * - 174 810 41,584 17 8 
22. Registration - = 330 16 8 | Balance from18s80 - 7,966 8 6 
23. Telegraph subsidy - 800 0 
24. Drawback ° 124 4 43 
Arrears of 1880 - 400 0 0 
41,025 8 8 
Island of Barbuda - 292 5 2 
Escheated estates - 238 6 4 
————-_._ 815 11 «6 
Balance to credit, 7,738 11 9 
31 December 1881. 
Balancein handsof 47114 3 
Crown Agents. 
— 8,210 6 0 


- 49,551 6 2 - 49,551 6 2 
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2. There was an increase of revenue over that of 1880 under 


the following heads :— 


Stamps - - - 
Licenses - - - 
Post Office - - - 
Rents - - - - 
Kcclesiastical tax 
Water tax - - = - 
Island of Barbuda 
Receipts from other Presidencies for 
the keep of prisoners and lunatics 
An increased tax on land was levied 
during the year 1881, under the 
provisions of an Act (No. 19 of 
1880) “to encourage the destroying 
of rats,” which gave an income of - 
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aot 2sF tel; 
16 9 5 
27 14% 6 
106 6 O 
17-33. / 5 
157 1 64 
26 15 6 
375 3 O 
133°" 3 78 
166 8 84 


3. The decrease of revenue as compared with that of 1880, was 


under the following heads :— 


Customs - .- y 
Excise = » ‘i . 
Fees of office - ‘ f 
Fines and penalties 2 
Miscellaneous “ 3 
Water rate - . - 
Escheated estates - z " 


eet, 
1,374 2 42 

952 18 0O 
19 8 2} 

164 13>" 2 
5 0 42 

So ery 

LO Lees 


4, The following is a statement of the assets and liabilities o. 
the Presidency on the 31st of December 1881 :— 


Statement of the Assets and Lianiirims of the Presidency of ANTIGUA on 
the 31st December 1881. 


£ 8s. d £ sd ; & s. d 8. d. 
To holders of Local 10,100 0 0 By Water Works Sink- 25,623 3 10 
Loan, 1869-75. ing Fund. 
Savings Bank Loan - 5,171 0 0 Unrepresented estates « Va 2 
Water Works Loan de- 32,500 0 0 Presidencies - - - 29810 1 
bentures. A ——— 25,923 5 1 
Immigration Current 860 15 § Cash in bank on de- 7,000 0 0 
Account. posit. 
— 57,431 15 8 |Cash current account - 78811 9 
Police Reward Fund - 240 3 Cashin handsof Crown 47114 8 
Island of Barbuda- - 839 1 6 Agents. 
Escheated, tg atts - a a 8,210 6 0 
Ecclesiastical tax 11 908 paleo dich 
—-————| Excess of liabilities  - 24,440 7 4 
- 58,573 18 4 


= 58,573 18 4 
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Roads. 


5. 4,184/, 14s. 7d. was expended in maintaining roads and 
bridges, being an excess of 122. 4s. 8d. over that of the previous 
year for the same service. 


Works and Buildings. 


6. The expenditure on works and buildings was 1,686/. 9s. 3d. 
against 3,231/, 15s. 7d. in the previous year. 


Military Expenditure. 


7. The cost of supporting the Militia force was 1,3792. 15s. 11d. 

The Cavalry corps consisted of six officers and 40 non-com- 
missioned officers and men. 

The Artillery force exists only on paper. 


Legislation. 


8. The General Legislative Council of the Leeward Islands 
commenced its session on the 3rd of October. The session lasted 
15 days. Sixteen laws were enacted, namely :— 


No. 1.—“ An Act to amend the Supreme Court Act.” 

Among other amendments made to the Supreme Court Act is 
the following: —The power of admitting English, Scotch, and 
Irish barristers to practise at the bar of the Leeward Islands is 
vested in the full Court, instead of in the Chief Justice, as provided 
by the Supreme Court Act, 1881. 


No, 2.—* An Act to provide for the service of the Colony of 
‘¢ the Leeward Islands for the year 1882.” 


No. 3.—‘ An Act to make further provision for the service of 
** the Colony of the Leeward Islands for the year 1881.” 


No. 4.—*‘ An Act to amend an Act entitled ‘An Act to 
‘“¢ reduce the cost of the Civil Establishment of the Leeward 
« ¢ Tslands, No. 2 of 1877.” 

This Act repeals the provisions of the Act of 1877, authorising 
Her Majesty to combine the offices of Colonial Secretary and 
Auditor-General, in the event of either of the appointments 
becoming vacant. 


No. 5.—* An Act toamend the law relating to the punishment 
“ of juvenile offenders convicted before the superior courts of 
“ this Colony.” 

By this law a judge of the Supreme Court may sentence a 
juvenile male prisoner, convicted of an offence for which the 
punishment of whipping in addition to imprisonment is prescribed 
by the Act, to whipping alone. Power is also given to the judge, 
in certain cases, to order whipping, either in substitution for or 
in addition to any other punishment. 
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No. 6.—* An Act to amend the ‘Cruelty to Animals Act, 
1880.” 

This Act relates to the recovery of penalties under the original 
Act. 

No. 7.—“ An Act to amend the Pensions Act, 1878.” 

By this Act it is provided that, unless otherwise ordered by 
Her Majesty, a public officer not giving his whole time to the 
public service shall not be entitled to a pension, and also that the 
Secretary of State may require any public officer who shall have 
attained upwards of 60 years of age to retire. 

No. 8.—“ An Act to amend the Law of Evidence with respect 
to Bankers’ Books.” 

This adopts the English law on the subject. 

No. 9.—“ An Act to abolish minimum punishments wherever 
“ imposed by any Act of the Leeward Islands or any Presidency 
“* thereof.” 

This Act is sufficiently explained by the title. 

No. 10.—* An Act to amend the ‘ Coroners Act, 1880, ” 

This Act amends the Coroners Act of 1880, and authorises 
the holding of an inquest on Sunday. 

No. 11.—‘* An Act to amend the ‘ Magistrates Act, 1877.” 

The object of this law is to abolish one of the magisterial dis- 
tricts in Dominica. 

No. 12.—* An Act to amend the ‘ Commissions of Inquiry Act, 
1880.” 

By this law it is provided that statements of witnesses before 
Commissions of Inquiry shall not be admissible in any pro- 
ceedings, civil or criminal, except on indictment for perjury. 

No. 13.—“ An Act to authorise the issuing of proclamations 
“ offering rewards for the apprehension of persons charged with 
“ high treason or felony.” 

This Act is explained by its title. 

No. 14.—*“ An Act to consolidate and amend the laws of the 
‘“* various presidencies relating to the registration of deeds and 
“ the custody of records.” 

This Act amends and makes the law relating to the registra- 
tion of deeds uniform throughout the Colony. 

No. 15.—* An Act to amend and consolidate the laws relating 
“ to appeals from the Court of Summary Jurisdiction and from 
** the Magistrate’s Court.” 

No. 16.—“ An Act to consolidate and amend the Bastardy 
Laws.” 

These Acts are fully explained by their titles, 

9. The Legislature of Antigua enacted five laws in 1881, four 
of which related to financial matters. 


Civil Establishment. 


10. Sir George Berkeley, K.C.M.G., left the Colony on the 
26th of June, and the administration of the Government devolved 
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upon me, as Lieutenant-Governor of the Colony, until the arrival 
of Governor Sir John H. Glover, G.C.M.G., on the 4th of 
August. 

On the 26th of October I went to England on leave of absence. 
On the 6th of November Governor Sir John Glover left the 
Colony on short leave of absence, and Mr. Burford-Hancock was 
appointed Administrator of the Leeward Islands. 

During the year several temporary changes took place in the 
official department. Mr, Burns, the Auditor-General, acted as 
Colonial Secretary during my absence, the Treasurer, Mr. Wylde, 
acting as Auditor-General, and Mr. James Burns, the landing 
surveyor, acting as treasurer. 

Mr. Goldney was appointed to act as Chief Justice of the Lee- 
ward Islands during the absence of Mr. Burford-Hancock, and 
Mr. Henry S. Berkeley acted for him as Attorney-General, 


Population. 


11, A census of the population was taken on the 3rd of April 
1881, 

The returns show that there was a decrease in the population of 
193 since the taking of the census of 1871. The population is 
returned at 34,964 against 35,157 shown by the census of 1871. 
A copy of the Registrar-General’s report is appended. 


12. A copy of the report of the Acting Registrar-General on 
the vital statistics of the past year, which is also appended, shows 
that there were 1,585 births and 1,530 deaths during the year 
giving a natural increase to the population of 55. 


13. There has been a marked diminution in the number of still- 
births, the rate having decreased from 11 and 9:9 per cent. in the 
two previous years to 7 in 1881. The birth rate is also larger than 
that registered in the five previous years. I concur with the 
Acting Registrar-General in thinking that these results are mainly 
due to the appointment of midwives in the several districts of the 
island. 


14. The death rate is the highest since 1877, being at the rate 
of 44°5 per 1,000. In 1880 it was at the rate of 32°9 per 1,000. 
I fear that, until effective measures are taken for improving the 
sanitary condition of the towns and yillages, there will be no 
prospect of checking the frightful rate of mortality which has 
prevailed in Antigua for many years past. 


Savings Bank. 


15, The transactions of the savings bank in 1881 are shown in 
the subjoined return :— 
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Apsstract of Transactions for the Year 1881. 


——— Received from Paid to 


& 48. d, & «#8. d. 

Balance of cash from 1880 - ~ - 438 8 0 — 
Crown Agents for investment - - - 809 10 0 81615 4 
Investment in England - - - - — 960 11 0 
Investment in Montserrat debentures - - —_ 300 0 0 
Deposits in eon ser - - -| 4,500 0 0] 8,000 0 0 
Interest - - - - 774 11 10 653 11 1 
Expenses - - - - 0 2 0 122 7 9 

Treasury of Antigua Account Loan - ~ 9015 1 — 
Depositors - - - ~ - | 11,041 10 5 | 11,777 5 6 
Balance of cash to 1882 - - - - — 24 6 8 
17,154 17 4] 17,154 17 4 


16. The following is a copy of the balance sheet of the institu- 
tion made up to the 31st of December last :— 


St. John’s Savings Bank. 


BALANCE SHEET on the 31st of December 1881. 


Dr. —— Cr. 
& 28. d, 
213 depositors of less than 11, . - 67 12 6 
248 o 1/. and less than 5. - = 632 14 2 
120 “A Bl. “i 101. - -| 85115 0 
105 a 101, - 201. . -| 1,466 19 4 
40 ROL inne . «| 96817 7 
29 3 BO Wer dates ti - -| 997.10 -9 
22 es a 501. -| 894 2 5 
24 so BOL » 600. - -| 1,149 9 4 
15 * 601. ean pei F -| 97612 4 
10 701, a BOE “ al, 70a as 2 
6 3° Oh ig OR, : -| 50819 6 
; sj aan 200; 4/2 2001, ~ -| 64716 0 
47 * 1007. and upwards - + | 12,456 16 11 
886 22,455 9 5 
Interest account = - 017 O 
Drs. 
9,488 10 0O| Investments in England. 
3,000 O 0] Montserrat debentures. 
8,800 0 0} Antigua Treasury. 
1,100 0 0] Deposits at interest (Colonial Bank). 
93 9 9] Crown Agents for investment, 
24 6 8} Cash. 


22,456 6 5 22,456 6 5 
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Immigration and Emigration. 


17. Sixty-one male and 18 female immigrants arrived from 
Barbados as agricultural labourers at a cost of 3267. 1s. 6d. 

There was no emigration. 

The expected party of Chinese immigrants had not arrived up 
to the close of the year. 


Education. 
18. The annual report of the Inspector of Schools is annexed. 
It is satisfactory to observe that the elementary system of educa- 
tion, introduced in 1874, continues to work satisfactorily. 
19. The Antigua grant for elementary education is 1,100/. per 
annum, and a further sum of 200/. is given in aid of the Mico 
Training School. 


Imports and Exports. 
20. The total value of imports was 151,883/. 3s, 1d., namely :— 


x s. d. 
United Kingdom - - - 74,916 8 10 
United States - - - 62,933 0 1 
British colonies - - - 22,633 19 7 
Other places - - - 1,399 14 7 


21, The value of imports in the previous year was 160,767. 
22. The total value of exports was 178,5811. 15s. 11d, 
namely :—— 


£ s. d. 
United Kingdom - - - 63,301 0 3 
United States - - - 98882 13 5 
British Colonies - - - 15,653 10 O 
Other places - - - 74412 3 


Showing a falling off of 84,9687. 4s. 1d. as compared with the 
exports of 1880. 

This was owing to the short crop shipped in 1881, which was 
10,193 hogsheads against 14,824 hogsheads exported in the previous 

ear. 

. 23. Of the total shipments of sugar 5,895 hogsheads were sent 
to the United States of America. 

24. The increase in the trade between this island and the 
United States of America during the last five years is shown in 
the following return :-— 


Year Value of Imports Value of Exports 
x from U.S.A. to U.S.A. 

£ a: 1d, £ s. @. 

1877 60,235 13 5 44,445 8 O 
1878 61,872 6 4 57,272 2 0 
1879 46,685 1 6 83,343 16 1 
1880 51,223 12 10 126,635 9 5 
1881 52,933 0 1 98,882 13 5 


te Eee 
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25. The following is a comparative return of shipping for the 
years 1879, 1880, and 1881 :— 


Entered. Cleared. 
Year. 
No. Tonnage. No. Tonnage. 
1879 Sailing vessels = - 359 32,784 357 32,035 
Steamers - - 65 62,243 65 62,243 
1880 Sailing vessels - 386 28,184 388 27,697 
Steamers - - 101 100,071 101 100,071 
1881 Sailing vessels - 377 21,542 379 22,558 
Steamers - - 102 102,932 102 102,932 
Crime. 


26. The number of commitments to gaol during the year was 
895 against 582 in 1880, showing an increase of 313. 
The total number of summary convictions was 3,918 against 
4,069 in 1880. 
Epwin Baynes, 
President. 


Report of the Acrina RueGIstTRAR-GENERAL on the V1TaL StTa- 
tistics of Antigua for the Year 1881. 


Sir, St. John’s, Antigua, May 1, 1882. 
I HAVE the honour to submit the following report on the 
vital statistics of this Island for the year 1881. 

2. There were 1,585 births registered during the year; of these 
851 were males and 734 females; 1,372 were black, 172 coloured, 
and 41 white ; 112 were still-born. 

3..The following return shows that while in 1881 the births 
exceeded in number that of any of the past five years there was a 
marked decrease in the number of still-births. 

In 1877 the births were 1,399, of which 139, or 9:9 per cent. were still-births. 


178 en ABS = I, 1B a ri 
TBY0--) os og a, a 5 s 
THRO. 6 )-)g 74,8005 -- 249 ree a 3 
1881 9 ” 1,585 » 112 ? 7 ? 29 


4, Of the total births, 589 males and 522 females were ille- 
gitimates, and 262 males and 212 females were legitimate, making : 
a total of 1,111 illegitimate against 474 legitimate, the illegitimate 
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being 71°3 per cent. of the whole. The percentage of illegitimate 
births during the last five years is as follows :— 


1877 = - » - 705 
1878 - - . - 68°4 
1879 - - ~ - 72: 

1880 - - - - 678 
1881 - - ~ - 713 


5. The birth rate of the year 1881 was 46°1 per 1,000, which 
compares favourably with the birth rate of previous years. 


1877 > - - - 40°7 
1878 - - - - 41°5 
1879 - - - eR Hie | 
1880 - - - - 43°6 
1881 - - - - 46°] 
6, The birth-rate of each of the parishes was as follows :—- 
St. John - - “ ~ 45°3 
St. George . - - §]°] 
St. Philip - : - 44:6 
St. Mary - - - 48:4 
St. Peter - e - - 44:7 
St. Paul - Z - 45:3 


If however the 48 births which occurred in the Holberton 
Hospital had been registered in the parishes to which they really 
belonged, the birth-rate of St. John’s in the foregoing statement 
would be slightly reduced, and that of the other parishes corre- 
spondingly increased. 


7. The number of deaths registered during the year was 1,530, 
of which 742 were males and 788 females; 1,285 were black, 
188 coloured, and 57 white. This number also includes 112 
still-born. 


8. The following is a comparison of the number of deaths, and 
the death rate per 1,000 in each of the last five years :— 


1877 - - 1,628 or 47:4 per 1,000 
1878 : - “Lae aoa 
1879 « VIE", SEG! x, 
1880 - - 1,132 ,, 32:9 Py 
1881 . - 1,530 ,, 445, 
9. The death rate of each of the parishes was as follows :— 

St. John > - 50°6 

St. George - - 41:01 

St. Philip ~ - 8371 

St. Mary - - 35:9 

St. Peter - - 47°79 

St, Paul - - 355 
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As in the case of the births the deaths in the public institutions 
are all registered as belonging to St. John’s; these amounted to 
215, viz., hospital and poor house 197, lunatic asylum 12, Leper 
hospital 4, and gaol 2, and as these come from all parts of the 
Island, the death rate of the parishes is only set to revision by 
transferring these figures to the parishes in which, but for 
removal to the institutions in question, the deaths would have 
taken place. 

10. The number of deaths is largely in excess of that of the 
previous year. 

11. The total increase in the population by excess of births 
over deaths was 55. Deducting the deaths in the Holberton 
Hospital, Gaol, Lunatic and Leper Asylum, and also deducting 
the births at the Holberton Hospital, we find that the increase 
of the population by excess of births over deaths to be as 
follows :— 


St. John’s - - 73:0 
St. Philip’s - - 23:0 
St. George’s - - 36:0 
St. Mary’s - - 50°0 
St. Paul’s - - 39:0 


and in St. Peter’s there was a decrease by excess of deaths over 
births of 11. These figures would show the increase of the 
population in the different parishes to be in the following 
order :— 

1. St. John. 

2. St. Mary. 

3. St. Paul. 

4. St. George. 

5. St. Philip. 


12. There were 117 more male children than female born 
during the year, and 46 more females than males died during 
that period. 

13. 197 deaths occurred at the hospital and poor house, 2 at 
the gaol, 12 at the lunatic asylum, and 4 at the leper asylum. 

14, The following are the diseases in order from which a 
greater number of deaths occurred in 1881 than in the preceding 
a 1. Zymotic, epidemic, endemic, contagious, or eruptive 

diseases. 


Increase - - - - 109 pe 
9, Diseases of the lungs and other organs of respiration, 


other than tubercular disease. 
Increase - - - =. + OY 
3. Atrophy. 
Increase - - - cae | 
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4, Diseases of the heart and other blood vessels. 


Increase - - - - 4! 
5. Rheumatism, diseases of the bones, joints, &e. 
Increase - - . - 38 
6. Premature birth. 
Increase - - - - 38 
7. Age. 
Increase - - - - 16 
8. Dropsy, cancer, and other diseases of variable seat. 
Increase - - ~ - 15 
9. Child-birth, diseases of the womb, &c. 
Increase - - - - 9 
10. Violence, privation, poison, intemperance, &c. 
Increase - - - - 
11. Diseases of the skin, cellular tissue, &c. 
Increase - ~ - ay | 
12. Diseases of the brain, spinal marrow, nerves and senses. . 
Increase - - - 28 
13. Diseases of the stomach, liver, and other organs of 
digestion. 
Increase’ - - : ovas « 


15. The following in order are the diseases from which a 
smaller number of deaths were registered in 1881 thanin the year 
previous. 


1. Still-born. 


Decrease - - - - 37 
2. Tubercular diseases, marasmas, consumption, &c. 
Decrease - - ~ - 
3. Causes not specified. 
Decrease - ~ - ee. 
4. Diseases of the kidneys. 
Decrease ~ - - o Sag 
5. Sudden. 
Decrease - - - ~ ae 


16. During the months of April, May, June, July, and August, 
an epidemic of whooping cough raged throughout the Island; it 
first made its appearance in St. John’s in the latter part of 
February, a case (the first I believe) having come under my 
notice at that time, after which it gradually spread to all parts of 
the Island. Almost simultaneously with the outbreak in St. 
John’s cases were discovered by the medical officer of St. Peter’s 
in that parish. This epidemic proved to be one of the most ex- 
tensive known for some time past, but Iam glad to be able to 
state that only a comparatively small number of deaths were re- 
gistered from this cause. A return that has been furnished me 
by Dr. Edwards, the senior medical officer, shows that at the 
Government dispensary alone, in the city of St. John, nearly 600 
cases were treated, 
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17. A large number of deaths were registered from zymotic 
diseases, and I am only surprised that the number of deaths from 
this cause was not larger, for the foliowing reason: In ever 
village throughout the Island, as one rides or walks through, 
there is everywhere to be seen in the immediate vicinity of each 
cottage a profusion of vegetation denser and more rank than is to 
be found even away from the village itself, the cause being simply 
this: Each or almost each villager keeps a horse, cow, pig, or 
ass, and the refuse from these animals is allowed to accumulate, 
and must in the natural order of events be dispersed around the 
dwelling; this results, as it cannot fail to do, especially in wet 
weather, in a low typhoid fever, which finds a ready victim in the 
negro, who though of excellent physique has (in consequence 
prooably of the small amount of animal food he consumes) but 
little stamina, and when attacked by illness in his ill-drained, ill- 
ventilated hut, speedily succumbs to diseases which under more 
favourable conditions could, in most cases, be readily cured. The 
remedy for this state of things is to be found in the establishment 
and enforcement of a proper system of sanitary regulations 
throughout the Island in the different villages, and with this 
view I would respectfully suggest that a village inspector be ap- 
pointed, whose duty it would be to see that a certain area around 
each dwelling be kept clean and free from refuse of any kind, 
also that there should be two or three (according to the size of the 
village) suitable spots set apart where the refuse could be con- 
veniently and without detriment to the public health thrown. 
Stringent provision is also urgently required for seeing that all 
drains and watercourses, which cannot but be affected by the 
state of the villages a3 above referred to, be kept open and from 
time to time, say twice or thrice a year as occasion may require, 
these drains should be weeded, cleaned, and otherwise repaired. 

18. The largest per-centage of deaths was of children under 
five years of age, the following table showing a considerable in- 
crease as compared with previous years :— 


Under 1 year. Between 1 and 5. 
1877 - 601 - a 
1878 - 433 - 179 
1879 - 527 - 85 
1880 ~ 429 - 108 
1881 - 661 - 216 


A consideration of these figures shows that the subject of infant 
mortality is one of immense importance and well deserves the 
attention which in recent years it has received from the Govern- 
ment and which I think commands immediate legislation. The 
per-centage of deaths under one year of age is most appalling, 
being nearly 50 per cent. and of deaths under five years of age 
over 50 per cent. of the total number of deaths. To what cause 
are we to attribute this high rate of mortality? Can we ascribe 
it to any state of the atmosphere engendering infantile diseases 
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or epidemics? I think not! A great deal has been written about 
the immorality of the lower orders being the main and chief cause, 
and I am of opinion that this, ina great measure, tends to bring 
about this deplorable state of affairs, but we must seek further for 
what in my opinion is in reality the foundation of this high rate 
of mortality, and that is, the innate want of natural affection exhi- 
bited by the lower orders, and in making this statement, I should 
like to have it borne in mind that out of the aggregate number 
of 867 deaths which were registered under five years of age, no 
less than 661 occurred under one year, and only 201 between the 
ages of oneand five years. If illegitimacy was the principal cause 
of the extensive infantile mortality, would we not find a greater 
number of deaths occurring between the ages of one and five, the 
age at which mothers would be required in the natural order of 
events to expend money in the purchase of articles of food for 
their offspring. I must here allude also to the fact, well known 
as I am afraid it is, of the large number of cases of abortion and 
miscarriage which annually occur in every part of this Island. 

19. During the last year the “ Midwives” Act has come into 
operation, the result of which, I am inclined to think, has been 
beneficial, notably in the reduction, as shown in paragraph 3, of 
the number of still-born children, The usefulness of this Act 
would be greatly enhanced were a better system than now exists 
of educating the village midwives, introduced. The soi-disant 
midwife of a village as she now exists, with one or two exceptions, 
is totally unfit for the duties, as they should be performed, of the 
office she holds, but at the same time she is the very best that can 
be procured under the existing circumstances. 

The annexed Table No. 4 shows that no less than 802 deaths 
were registered in the parish of St. John (including the city) 
giving a per-centage of 50° 6 as the death-rate. This at first sight 
to a casual observer would make it appear that the death-rate of 
St. John’s parish is most unusually high, but it must be borne in 
mind that of these 802 cases 197 occurred at the hospital and 
poor-house, which number I am of opinion should be deducted in 
the per-centage death-rate of the parish, as patients are sent in 
almost daily from all parts of the Island to these institutions 
either in a moribund condition or so crippled and ill that they 
soon die. 

The lowest death-rate occurred in St. Paul’s parish at 35° 4 per 
cent., although the per-centage of illegitimate children in that 
parish is not the lowest, being 67 * 07. 

The following tables are annexed to this report :— 

No. 1. General abstract of births for year ended 31st 
December 1881. 

No. 2. Showing the number of deaths from each cause for 
1877, 1878, 1879, 1880, 1881. 

No. 3. Showing the total number of deaths in each parish, 
and classification of age, sex, and complexion. 
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No. 4, Abstract of births and deaths registered in the year 
ended 31st December 1881. 
[ am, &e. 
(Signed) ArtTHuR I, Epwarps, 
M.R.C.S., England, 
Acting Registrar- General, 


Tasie No. 1 


GENERAL Axpstract of Brertus for Year ended 81st December 1881, 
Big ge ae nen se meee ee 


‘Number Legitimate. Illegitimate. Complexion. 
PARISHES. of 
Births. eae Sire M. | Black. | Brack. | White. | Coloured. 
St.John’s -  - 718 113 sit 241 574 29 115 
St. George’s : 186 28 2 70 178 3 5 
St. Philip’s-  - 137 27 17 8 40 117 4 16 
St. Mary’s - - 194, 38 29 71 56 182 a 11 
St. Peter’s - - 162 18 14 68 62 150 3 9 
St. Paul’s - - 188 38 24 73 53 171 1 16 
Totals - 1,585 262 212 589 522 1,372 AL 172, 


TABLE No. 2, 


SHowine the Numeer of Dratus from Each Cause for 1877, 1878, 
1879, 1880, 1881. 


pi ig a ee ae A RR ee | i 
— 1877. | 1878. | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. 
ree ee 
1 | Zymotic, Epidemic, Endemic, or 196 224 158 115 223 
Contagious or Eruptive Fevers. 
2 | Dropsy, Cancer, and other Diseases 51 61 64 45 60 
of uncertain or variable seat. 
8 | Tubercular Diseases, Consump- 116 73 101 i111 103 
tion, Marasmus, &c. 
4 | Diseases of the Brain, Spinal 156 136 117 162 167 
Marrow, Nerves and Senses. 
5 | Diseases of the Heart and Blood 63 81 50 58 99 
Vessels. 
6 | Diseases of the Lungs and other 56 73 94 54 151 
Organs of Respiration other 
than Tubercular Diseases. 
7 | Diseases of the Stomach, Liver 598 286 161 192 197 
and other Organs of Digestion. 
8 | Diseases of the Kidneys - 6 13 7 7 5 
9 ee the Diseases of the 9 9 82 9 18 
Womb, &c. 
10 Rheumatism, nani of the 9 5 28 5 43 
Bones, Joints, & 
11 | Diseases of a “Skin, Cellular 28 29 86 19 26 
Tissues, &¢. 
12 | Malformations - - - _ ik _ _ —_ 
13 | Premature Birth - - . 53 15 17 10 48 
14 | Atrophy - - - - 25 69 23 70 131 
15 | Age - - - 92 65 111 91 107 
16 | Violence, Privation, Poison, In- 18 5 2 5 13 
temperance, &c. 
17 | Sudden - - - - 1 2 1 4 3 
18 | Still-born - - - 139 184 143 149 112 
19 | Causes not specified | - - 12 19 35 26 24 
Total - 1,628 1,350 1,165 1,182 1,530 


—————  ——— ———— 
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TABLE No. 3. 


Showing the Torar, Numper of Drarus in each Parish and Classification of Acr, Sex, and COMPLEXION. 


Above Under Above 5 but | Over 1 but Under Places at which 


ieee 14 years. 14 years. under 14. under 5. 1 year. Death occurred. ponprexion: 
PARISHES. 
of 
Deaths. ; i 
F. M. F. M. F, M. F. M. F. | Town, Village.|Estate. | Black.|White.|Coloured. 
| | 
St. John’s - - 802 164 205 | 228 205 16 | 20 53 45 159 140 | 438 120 244 629 39 134 
St. George’s  - - 150 17 28 56 49 3; — 8 9 45 40; — 83 67 | 142 4 4 
St. Philip’s  - - 114 21 19 33 41 3 ] 10 9 20 31 5 76 33 100 4 10 
St. Mary’s - - 144 14 20 51 59 1 2 11 17 39 40 2 60 82 134 1 9 
St. Peter’s - ~ 173 24 30 58 61 2 6 15 16 39 41 57 44 72 158 4 11 
St. Paul’s - - 147 18 31 58 40 5 3 14 9 | 41 26 38 77 32 122 5 20 
Total - - | 1,530 258 333 484 455 30 32 111 105 343 | 318 |. 340 | 460 730 | 1,285 57 188 
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TaBLe No. 4. 


Axstract of Brrtus and Drartus registered in the Year ended 31st December 1881. 


, Birth-rate Number of | Number of | Number of 
Population /Total Number Total Number| Death-rate roe 
PARISHES. is stacs of Births per 1,000 of Deaths | per 1,000 Illegitimate |Deaths under Deaths under REMARKS. 
of 1881 in year 1881 eres in year 1881 Persons Children in bene i poaiepe | 
; y : living. y 4 * | 100 Births. | 100 Births. | 160 Deaths. 
St. John- — - - 15,847 7718 45°3 *802 50°6 70°04 41°6 87°1 *Number of deaths 
in St. John’s 
St. George - - 3,635 186 ole1 150 41:01 69°3 45°6 63°3 includes— 
2 from gaol. 
St. Philip - - 3,065 137 44°6 114 wipe 67°8 37°2 44°7 197 from P. H. 
and hospital. 
St. Mary - - 4,001 194 48°4 144 35°9 65°4 40°7 54°8 12 from lunatic 
asylum. 
St. Peter - - 3,623 162 44°7 173 47°7 80°2 49°3 46°2 4 and leper hos- 
pital. 
St. Paul - ~ - 4,150 188 45°3 147 35°4 67°07 85°6 45°5 {Number of births 
ee he in St. John’s 
oe ae includes 48° 
Totals - - 84,321 1,585 46°1 1,530 44°5 713 41°7 43°2 from hospital. 
as 
oH 
o 
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Report of the INsprectoR-GENERAL OF ScHoors in the 
LEEWARD I[suanps for 1881. 


Sir, Antigua, December, 1881. 

I HAVE the honour to forward you for the information of 
His Excellency the Governor my report for the year 1881 on the 
elementary schools of the Leeward Islands, which are aided or 
entirely supported by the Government. This constitutes the 
seventh annual report since the coming into operation of the 
Education Act of 1874. 

2. There are added to this report in Appendix A.,* duplicates 
of the statements of accounts for the year 1881 of schools in the 
Leeward Islands in the receipt of Government aid as the result 
of Examination, which statements of accounts have been already 
transmitted to the Presidents of the several Islands comprising this 
Colony ; in Appendix B.,* the names of schools which have been 
struck off the Government list, or to which grants in aid have 
been refused, and the reason for such refusal; and in Appendix 
C.,* the names of students in the Mico Training Institution, St. 
John’s, Antigua, arranged in order of merit, as the result of the 
Government Examination held in June last, in accordance with 
the provisions of the Mico Act of 1878. 

3. I have again the pleasure to report that during the past year 
steady progress has been made in Elementary Education through- 
out the Colony. 

4. For various reasons, which I deem unnecessary to mention 
here, the daily average attendance in five schools in Nevis has 
slightly decreased, the total decrease, however, amounting to only 
41; and in the Virgin Islands no account has been taken of the 
Wesleyan school at Jost Van Dyke, as no returns have been sent 
in, consequently the daily average attendance in these two Presi- 
dencies of Nevis and the Virgin Islands for 1881 is a little less 
than it was in the preceding year. 

5. Except in the two above-mentioned Presidencies the number 
of scholars in daily average attendance has increased ; and on the 
whole satisfactory progress has been made in their attainments in 
every Presidency of the Colony. 

6. This may be seen from the following tabulated statements, 
which I have carefully compiled. 


TaB.xe I. 
1875. 1880. 1881. 
praia’ - ] i Dail 
esidency. Nowot Daily No. of Daily No. of aily 
> average Ri average : average 
Schools. |attendance.| Schools. |attendance.| Schools. Attendance. 
—————_—_—_—_—_——— ee rrr 
Antigua == - 45 1,830 38 2,317 39 2,394 
St. Kitts - - 26 1,327 25 1,811 25 1,811 
Dominica = - 23 600 24 1,227 23 1,248 
Montserrat - - 12 448 il 699 11 
Nevis = . 9 406 10 724 10 683 
The Virgin Islands 10 324 1l 355 10 802 


Totals - 125 4,935 119 7,138 118 7,174 


* Not printed, 
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7. The above Table shows the number of schools on the 
Government list in each Presidency of the Colony, and the daily 
average attendance in such schools for the year 1881, and for the 
preceding year 1880, and for the year 1875, which was the first 
year after the introduction of the present Education Act. 

8. From this comparison we may gather that: 

A. The general daily average attendance throughout the 
Colony has steadily increased from 4,935 children at- 
tending 125 schools in 1875, to 7,174 children attending 
118 schools in 1881, or an increase of over 45 per cent. 

B. The general daily average attendance for 1881 is 
slightly in excess of that for the preceding year, although 
Mount Wallis Wesleyan School in Dominica has been 
closed by the manager, and no returns have been re- 
ceived from Jost Van Dyke Wesleyan School in the 
Virgin Islands. 

C. The greatest increase has taken place in Dominica, 
Nevis, and Montserrat, amounting in Dominica to 108 
per cent., in Nevis to over 68 per cent., and in Mont- 
serrat to over 56 per cent. 

D. No reference is here made to the number of names of 
scholars in the books, as the daily average attendance is 
the best criterion with regard to the increase or decrease 
of the number of children attending school. 

9. I subjoin a table of the schools of the Colony in general, 
classified according to the Government Standard. 


TABLE II. 
Year. | 1st Class. | 2nd Class. 8rd Class. | Failed. Total. 
1875 3 8 83 81 125 
1876 5 12 45 42 104 
1877 7 19 48 37 111 
1878 9 24 53 82 118 
1879 13 25 52 29 119 
1880 15 27 49 28 119 
1881 13 28 47 30 118 


10. As Table I. shows that there has been a general and satis- 
factory increase in the number of scholars in daily average attend- 
ance, so it may be seen from Table II. that the schools through- 
out the Colony have made steady and continued progress in their 
attainments. 

11. Thus in 1875, out of 125 schcols aided or supported by the 
Government, only 44 came up to the required standard, or about 
35 per cent.; but in 1881, out of 118 schools on the Government 
list, 88 obtained a class, or over 74 per cent. 

12, As a natural consequence, the number of failed schools 
has gradually decreased from 81 in 1875 to 30 in 1880. 

13. No less than 18 out of the 30 schools which failed to come 
up to the Government requirements are in the Presidencies of 
Dominica and the Virgin Islands. 


LEEWARD 
ISLANDS, 


ot 


195 


196 
188 . PAPERS RELATING TO 


LEEWARD 14. In the latter Presidency the teachers are miserably paid. 
ISLANDS. ='The average Government Grant in aid payable to each school for 
the whole‘year dces not amount to 8/. 

15. Yet the failed schools, both of Dominica and the Virgin 
Islands, and also of the other Presidencies, which I have recom- 
mended for “ Exceptional Aid,” each on its own individual 
merits, are well worthy of the small grants paid towards their 
support by the Government. 

16. For they are well attended, they are doing an useful work, 
they have slightly improved lately, in almost every case they are 
the only schools in the district, and if the small grant be withheld 
and the managers close the schools forthwith, as I fear they will, 
then the little flickering light of these schools will be extinguished, 
and the children living in the neighbourhood will be left to grow 
up in utter darkness and ignorance. 

I have, &c. 
M. J. DRINKWATER, 
The Hon. P. Burns, Esq., Inspector-General of Schools for 
Acting Colonial the Leeward Islands. 
Secretary. 


NEVIS, NEVIS. 


No, 13. 


Governor Sir J. H. Glover, K.C.M.G., to the Right Hon. the 
EARL oF KIMBERLEY. 


Government House, Antigua, 
My Lorp, April 26, 1882. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship the Blue 
Book of Nevis for the year 1881, together with a report thereon 
from President Churchill. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) Joon H. Guover. 
The Right Hon. Governor. 
The Earl of Kimberley, 
&e. &e. 


Report on the Nevis BuuE Boox for 1881. 


Revenue and Expenditure, 
Revenue. 


The revenue of the year 1881 amounted to 7,702/. and that of 
1880 to 8,3901, exhibiting a decrease for the past year of 6881. 

This decrease is attributable, chiefly, to the lowering of the 
excise duty, which, as was anticipated, after the reduction of the 
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rate to 1s. per gallon returned only half the former amount to the 
Treasury, or 434/. less than in the previous year, viz., for 1881 
491. in place of 9251. the sum collected in 1880. 

Receipts from import duties. also fell off slightly, being 2967. 
less in amount, or 4,467. in 1881 as against 4,763/. in 1880. 


Expenditure. 


The total expenditure of the year amounted to 8,500/., of which 
about 1,221/. is in excess of the expenditure of ordinary years 
caused both by the addition of some new charges, and by the 
temporarily increased expenditure upon public works and roads. 


- 
Of new charges the “ Census” cost - - 144 
Destruction of rats an excess over vote of - 100 
Pension to Dr. Burke - - - 110 
Increased Federal contribution - - 175 


In addition to the usual expense of repairs, viz. for buildings 
about 100/. and for roads about 6002, there were also special 
votes granted and expended for extra repairs, raising the ordinary 
expenditure by about 235/. under each head. 

A slight decrease is shown in the expenditure upon “Fixed Esta- 
blishment” under the head of police, gaol, and ecclesiastical. 


Legislation, Laws, Proclamations, &c. 


There were two Ordinances passed during the year :— 

No. 1 of 1881. The Appropriation Ordinance. 

No. 2 of 1881. “ An Ordinance to repeal Act No. 14 of 1872, 
“ entitled ‘An Act to establish a Savings’ Bank,’ and to make 
** other provisions.” 

The object of this Ordinance was to improve the law regulating 
the conduct of the Government Savings Bank, and to assimilate 
the method of management to that used in the other Presidencies. 


Civil Establishment. 


Mr. Salmon arrived in the Colony and administered the Govern- 
ment from 19th January to 25th April, when he returned to 
England on sick leave. 

The following appointments to act as President were made 
during the remainder of the year :— 


Mr. W. D. Auchinleck, 25th April. 
Mr. P. Burns, 19th September. 
Mr. J. S. Churchill, 23rd October. 


The Registrar and Marshall, Mr. J. Thibon, was appointed 
on 26th October to act as Registrar at St. Kitts, combining both 
offices. 

The staff of the Treasury Department was permanently reduced 
by the removal of a landing waiter, Mr. Bell, to Antigua. 
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Pensions. 


A pension of 1107. was granted to Dr. Burke, one of the 
medical officers, upon his retirement, and became payable on the 
Ist January 1881. 


Population and Vital Statistics. 


The census was taken on the 3rd April, and the result showed 
the total numbers of the population to be 11,864, of which 5,436 
were males and 6,428 females. 

The numbers, according to the census of 1871, were 11,703, 
thus during the intervening decennial period there has been no 
*nerease of the native Creole population, the actual increase in 
numbers of 161 being more than accounted for by the presence 
in the Island of 196 Indian immigrants, who were not included 
in the census of 1871. 

The total of births during the 10 years from 1871 to 1880 in- 
clusive was 6,099,and of deaths during the same period 3,930, and 
the excess of births over deaths 2,169. 

That the total numbers should nevertheless have remained. 
stationary during the same period is attributed by the Registrar- 
General in his report on the census to the emigration which 
constantly draws away a portion of the natives to Trinidad and 
Bolivia. 

The number of the white Creoles has very much declined and 
although a good number of managers and overseers have arrived 
from Barbados to take charge of Nevis estates, the whole number 
of whites at the date of the census was only 209, the blacks 
numbering 9,471 persons, and those of mixed race 2,288, Indian 
196. 

Alinost all are of the Protestant faith, the Wesleyans numbering 
about 3,000 more than those of the Anglican denomination. 

The statistics of marriage when compared with the birth rate 
show an unfavourable condition of morality, almost two thirds of 
the adult population being single persons. 

‘The births registered during the year numbered 495 and 34 
still-births. 

The deaths numbered 376, of which 236 were infants under 
five years, and 140 of persons of the age of five years and upwards. 

There was an excess of births over deaths of 119 and the death 
rate per thousand was 31°69. 


Imports and Exports. 


A slight increase in the total value of both imports and exports 
occurred during the year as shown in the following table :— 


— 1881. 1880. 
a li tl 
£ as. “ds. | £ Sethe 
Imports - - - - 32,788 15 34 30,546 5 O 
Exports - i . 38,771 12 11 37,212 10 0 


a 
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Imports from Great Britain were slightly diminished in quantity 
and value as compared with the preceding year, being 10,6327, 17s. 
in 1881 as against 11,1172. 18s, 14d. in 1880. 

An increase of 4,403/. is observable in the value of importations 
from the United States, mainly due, no doubt, to the facilities 
afforded to traffic with the continent by means of the new line of 
steamers which touch at St. Kitts. 

Of the principal articles imported into Nevis, viz., food stuffs 
and estates’ stores, the supply for the last year shows scarcely any 
variation from that recorded in 1880, except for a small increase 
in the importation of wheat flour, rice, and butter. 

The following is a comparative table showing the quantities of 
pie eae articles imported during the years 1880 and 1881 respec- 
tively :~— 


Table showing the. Quantity and Value of some of the principal 
imports for the Years 1880 and 1881. 


oa | 1880. | 1881. | Remarks. 
Food Stuffs. 

Wheaten flour - Barrels 4,423 4,883 
Corn meal ‘ " 3,671 3,524 
Fish, pickled - as 678 691 

» dried - Quantities 1,075 984 
Rice - - Lbs. 104,851 119,767 
Pork - . 3 60,000 46,940 
Breads - - Barrels 159 157 
Lard =) Lbs, 15,292 15,705 
Butter - - Ss 16,721 17,456 

Estates’ Stores. 
White pine, lumber Feet 181,527 226,579 
Pitch pine, _,, v 53,930 10,661 
Pine shingles ~ - 215,625 278,000 
Cypress shingles - - 174,150 144,250 
Shooks - - Packs 4,563 610 Over supply in 1880. 
Wood hoops - - 59,580 37,340 
Rope, cordage, &c. Value 2231. 14s. 6d. | 2781. 8s, 3d. 
Paints and oils - 35 110/. 12s. 4d. | 1180. 5s. 7d. 
Supplies - a0 a 186/. 15s. 5d. | 2031. 168. Od. 
Spirits. 
Brandy - - Gallons 421 430 
Gin - <7 1,058 1,399 
Whisky and rum - “ 112 243 
Free Goods. 

Machinery and 

Manures - Value 988/, 2s. 3d. | 1,172I. Os. 1d. 


ETE eae eta 


Exports, 


‘The value of the total export of produce is only slightly increased 
beyond that of the previous year, but some difference in its 
destination is to be noticed, the quantity shipped to America 
being much greater than formerly, 
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This arises from the fact that, at present, the planters who can 
dispose of their sugar to purchasers for the American market 
realise a gain of 2/. per hogshead over the price obtainable for 
sugar bought for the English market. 


Criminal Statistics. 


There were 951 summary convictions during the year, of which 
35 were for predial larceny, and 21 for other offences against 
property. Of the remainder 223 were for offences against the 
person, mostly of a trifling character, and 672 for other offences, 
chiefly for default in payment of taxes. 

There were also six convictions in the superior courts, but 
there was no crime involving a heavier sentence than 12 months 
imprisonment. 

There is no difference worthy of remark between the statistics 
of crime for the past year and those for 1880. 


Agriculture. 


There has been no change in the rate of wages paid to agricul- 
tural labourers, but the metairie system is coming more generally 
into use than was formerly the case. 

Some long neglected estates have been again reclaimed and put 
under cultivation, and there is an increasing disposition apparent 
amongst the more wealthy planters of St. Kitts to invest capital in 
this Island. 

The past year has been exceptionally favourable to the growth 
of the cane, and the crop now being gathered will surpass the 
average. 

The rainfall was abundant and well distributed throughout the 
year, and may be estimated at 73°55 inches. 

I have obtained this estimate by taking the average of the rain- 
fall recorded upon five estates, in different situations, belonging to 
Sir Graham Briggs. 

The lowest record was 68°19 inches upon an estate on the wind- 
ward side, the highest 79°17 inches on an estate under the moun- 
tain to leeward. 

The wet months of the year were May, June, August, Sep- 
tember, and November, the largest monthly rainfall being that of 
August, viz., 14°16 inches. 

The driest month was March with a rainfall of 77 inches only. 

(Signed) J. SPENCER CHURCHILL, 
Acting President. 
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BERMUDA. 


No. 14. 


Governor Lieut.-Gen. T. L. GatLwey, R.E., to the Right Hon. 
the Eart oF KIMBERLEY. 
My Lorp, Bermuda, July 20, 1882. 

I Have the honour to transmit herewith for your Lordships’ 
information, two copies of the “Blue Book” of Bermuda for the 
year ending 31st December 1881. 

The absence of the late Colonial Secretary from his duties, for 
a lengthened period, has caused considerable delay in the com- 
pletion of the returns; while my very recent arrival in the colony 
precludes me from making any report thereon. 


1 have, &c. 
(Signed) T. L. Gatiwey, Lieut.-Gen. 
The Right Hon. Governor and Commander-in-Chief. 
The Earl of Kimberley, 
&e, &c. 
MALTA. 
No. 15. 


Governor Sir A. Borton, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., to the Right Hon. 
the Earn oF KIMBERLEY. 


My Lorp, Palace, Valletta, June 7, 1882. 

I HAVE the honour to forward the Blue Book of this 
Colony for the year 1881, to which I append, for your Lordship’s 
information, a few remarks by Sir Victor Houlton, the Chief 
Secretary to Government. 

I have, &c. 

The Right Hon. (Signed) A. Borton, 

The Earl of Kimberley, Governor. 
&c. &c. 


Chief Secretary’s Office, 
Sir, May 19, 1882. 
I HAVE the honour to forward to your Excellency the 
annual Blue Book for the year 1881, appending a few remarks 
for your Excellency’s information. | 


Legislation. 


‘Lhe Ordinances promulgated during the year were :— ’ 
1. “To exempt the ‘Conservatorio Vincenzo Bugyn’ from 
** the obligation of selling certain property.” 
R 1787, 


BERMUDA. 
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2. “To grant to the Crown and to parties who undertake 
“ certain works, the power to enter on lands in certain 
“€ cases.” 

3. “ For applying a sum not exceeding 26,7431. 9s, 02d. to the 
“ service of the year 1880 ;” 

4, “For applying a sum not exceeding 124,757/. 6s, 4d. to the 
* service of the year 1882.” 

5. **T'o exempt the Bishop and the Episcopal See of Gozo from 
“ the obligation of selling certain property.” 

6. “To amend articles 47, 65d, 65 Q, and 65 P, of the Police 
« Laws.” 

7. “To invest in the public funds of Great Britain any amount 
“ of money existing in the Government Treasury 
“ beyond ten thousand pounds, Sterling.” 

8. “To facilitate the execution of the duties of the Council of 
“ Government.” 


Civil Establishments. 


There were no important changes in the service during the year 
1881, except the appointment of Captain G. L. Carr, R.N., as 
Superintendent of the Ports, instead of the late Captain H. 8. de 
Robeck, R.N.; of Mr. Giovanni Pullicino, LL.D., as one of the 
Professors of Law, in the place of the late Mr. §. Dimech, who 
retired on a pension; of Magistrate Guglielmo Rapinit, LL.D., 
as a third Professor of Law, and Professor of Political Economy, 
in succession of the late Professor, Mr, G. Sanfilippo, and of 
Mr. W. M. Hunnybun, M.A., as Professcr of English Literature, 
vice Mr. B. H. Dunbar, superannuated. 


Pensions. 

The total amount of pensions on the 3lst December 1881 
rose to 12,3841, 7s. 2d., of which 1,980. 3s, 2d., the aggregate sum 
of 47 persons, were granted during 1881. 

The total amount of pensions which ceased during 1881 was 
2,095/. 19s. 7d. 


Finance. 

1. The gross revenue for 1881 was :— Be gl al. 
Local - - - - - 173,808 10 12 
Crown Agents - - - - 12,149 4 1 
185,957 14 2h 

2. The average revenue for the five years L£ 8, de 

preceding 1881, was - - - 182,409 12 
Deducting from the gross revenue of 1881 

the products of land sales - - 328 2 112 
And sale of Government property - : 415 14 44 
743.17 44 
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Which are invested in Consols, the revenue of 1881 will be 
185,213. 16s. 103d., or 2,804/. 4s. 44d. above the average revenue 
of the five preceding years, and 4,703/. 8s, 113d. less than that of 
1880. 

3. The principal differences in the receipts of 1881 as compared 
with those of 1880 are as follows :— 


1,662 12° 7+ 
1,150 6 94 


Reimbursements in aid of expenses 
iis 274 4 Qs 


Interest - - 
Special Receipts - - 


a | Increase. Decrease. 
Hs ed: Se Pie 45 
Customs ~ - - - - — 5,095 14 1 
Quarantine dues - - - 1538 12 9 — 
Land revenue - ~ - - —_ 898 1 2 
Rents (exclusive of lands) - - - — 1,077.7 9 
Fees of courts ~ - - - ~ 277 11 102 
Fees of office - - - - - 253 14 2 _ 
Sale of Government property - é — 895 6 72 


Decrease in 188] as compared with 1880, 4,703/. 8s. 113d. 
4, The provision for meeting the demands for 1881 was :— 


Estimated Expenditure. 


, Supplementary 
— General Estimates. iteivinkan Total. 
£ sed. £ s. d. £ Ss. d. 
Establishments - - 74,673 15 3 4,503 0 8 79,176 15 11 
Exclusive of  establish- 
ments - = - 90,084 0 0 27,819 15 4 117,853 15 4 


164,707 15 3 82,822 16 0 | 197,030 11 3 


Actual Expenditure. 


; Supplementary 
—— fee Estimates. Hatimates: Total, 
£ & ds, £ 63, has £ s. d. 
Establishments - - 72,722 12. I 4,209 0 4 76,9381 12 5 
Exclusive of establish- 
ments - - - 92,874 4 63 18,233 19 5} 111,108 4 0 


ets ee 


165,596 16 78| 22,442 19 93] 188,039 16 5 


5. The amount expended under the head of charitable institu- 
tions during 188lwas 28,265/. 5s. 7d., or nearly one sixth of the 
entire revenue of 1881. 

Public Works. 


The amount expended on public works during the year 1881 
was 35,2452 3s, 114d, of which 2,600/. were expended for the 
formation of two fountains at Sliema and a communication with 


203 


204 
196 é PAPERS RELATING TO 


Matta. the aqueduct by means of cast iron pipes, and 4351. for erecting 
two condensers and an engine-room at Sliema. 

Repairs were effected in public buildings, and buildings yielding 
rent, and the usual repairs and cleansing of the roads and streets 
were carried on. 


Imports. 

Value of cargoes im- 

ported and actually  $$£ £ 

landed at this port - 691,325 against 840,425 in 1880 
And value of cargoes 

which merely touched 

at this port and were 

re-exported in the 

same bottoms - 18,405,946 , 10,618,594 Pr 


19097270 4 9 014459019... 


Viz. :— 
From the United King- 

dom- . - - 91,062 5 105,497 na 
From the —_— British 

Colonies - - 363866. ., S21 -041< =, 
From H.M. Ships in 

port - - - ton. Gs 472 ° 
From Foreign Countries 15,360,210 ,, 11,021,109 f 

19,097,271 11,459,019, 
Exports. 

Value of exports from 

portions of cargoes 

which were actually £ £ 

landed at this port - 85,010 against 106,942 a 


And value of exports of 
whole cargoes which 
merely touched at this 
port and proceeded in 
the same bottom - 17,734,532 ,, 10,596,979 - 


17,819,542 ,, 10,703,921 ,, 


viz. :— 
To the United Kingdom 5,838,121 against 3,759,333 in 1880. 
To British Colonies - 2,553,254  ,, 1,269,577 < 
To H.M. Ships - 5106 .<-j, 6,134 " 
To Foreign Countries - 9,423,061 5,668,877 °F 


17,819,542 10,703,921 
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Port of Malta. 


The shipping movements of the port during the year 1881, as 
stated below, when compared with those of the year preceding, 
show an increase in both steam and sailing vessels. 


Steamers. Sailing. 
Year, 
No. Tonnage. No. | Tonnage. 
1880 - - 8,111 2,927,641 1,669 147,307 
1881 - - 3,885 3,673,753 1,731 180,656 
Increase ~ - 774 746,112 62 83,349 


Military Expenditure. 


The total amount of expenditure incurred by Great Britain in 
the year 1881 amounts to 280,870/. 19s. 7d., of which 7,2871. 2s. 1d. 
were contributed by the Island for drainage and military defence. 


Monte di Pieta Savings Banks, 


The amount advanced on pledges in 1881 was :— 


pn Boe 6 
In Malta’ - - - 31,289 12 4 
», Gozo - - = 41,354. 11. 9 
32,644 4 1 
The amount of deposits in the Savings Banks on 31st December 
1881 was :— £ eo. ae rg 
In Malta - 262,984 11 2 by 3,927 depositors 
», Gozo - 13,956 6 12,, 268 " 


rs ee Se 


276,940 17 34 4,195 


Education. 


The number of Government schools in these Islands is 94, 
attended by 9,137 scholars, 4,351 males and 4,786 females, 
showing a decrease of 458 pupils, 436 males and 22 females, over 
last year. 

The increase in the expenditure on education, as compared with 
that incurred in 1880, was 1,875/. 13s. 6d. 
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Population. 


The Population of these Islands on the 31st December 1881 
was reported to be as follows :— 


~~ | Males. | Females. | Total. 
Malta - - - “ : 65,375 67,382 132,757 
Gozo - - - - - 8,469 9,298 17,767 
73,844 76,680 150,524 


The Queen’s Troops, the Military Department, and persons 
connected with them, are not included in the above return. 

The number of births, marriages, and deaths, from Ist January 
to 3lst December, all classes included, was as follows :—- 


Births. Marriages. Deaths. 


Males. |Females.| Males. |Females.| Males. | Females, 


Natives = -| 2,893 | 2,611 917 957 | 2,045 | 1,977 
British residents - 102 93 44 it 65 4 
Foreigners - - 12 4 24 17 15 5 

8,007 | 2,708 985 985 | 2,125 | 1,986 


Temperature and Rainfall. 


The mean temperature of the air in 1881 was 69°. 

The maximum was on the 28th August 96°, and the minimum 
on the 30th December 52°, 

The average rainfall during the year was 15 inches 27 cts. 


Criminal Statistics. 


The following is a statement of offences punishable under the 
local laws, showing the number of accusations and of persons 
brought before the courts by the police during the year 1881, 
and the manner in which the same were disposed of :— 


207 


HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 199 


Offences. 


No. of Cases. 
sons. 


No. of Per- 
Acquitted 
Condemned. 


CRIMINAL Laws. 


Crimes against public tranquillity - - 13 15 — 15 
» affecting public credit - - 10 10 1 9 
As s the good order of families 7 9 4 5 
» against the person - “ - 814 449 67 882 
y 3» property - - - 365 5438 138 405 
Contempt of court - - - - 3 3 — 3 
CoNTRAVENTIONS. 
Affecting public order - - - 1,590 2,979 345 2,634 
Against the person - - - - 404 558 71 487 
» property - - - 84 142 ag 125 


OrnEerR CONTRAVENTIONS. 
Under special Ordinances - . - 375 561 35 526 


Poxitce Laws. 


Contraventions ~ - - - 2,280 8,783 217 8,566 
Total é -| 5,445 | 9,052 895 | 8,157 
viZi— No. 
Maltese - - - - 8,908 
English - - - - 114 
Foreign - ~ - - 30 
9,052 
The number of persons committed in 1881 was as follows:— 
Men - - - - - 2,798 
Women - - - - 326 
Boys - - - - 791 
Girls - * = ms 4 
3,919 


General Remarks. 


The Customs receipts for 1881 amounted to 116,121/. 8s. 4d. 
which when compared with 1880 show a decrease of 5,076/. 19s. 1d., 
but they were only 7781. 11s. 8d. below the estimate. 

The importance and value of the increases greatly exceeded the 
deficiency of the decreases, and the falling off of 5,0767. was 
comparatively speaking but slightly injurious, and could not be 
taken as a symptom of any unfavourable alteration in the social 
circumstances of Malta. Owing to the high prices ruling foreign 
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markets “duty paid stock” was not made by the local dealers, 
especially by the manufacturing bakers and common wine retailers, 
notwithstanding the increase on the Customs receipts of the last 
10 years was 3,728/. | : 

The shipping movements of the ports during the year, showed 
an increase of steam vessels 774, and an increase of sailing 
vessels 62, and also an increase of tonnage in both. To give a 
fair idea of the importance of Malta as a port, it is enough to state 
that 450,955 tons of coals, 66,683 tons more than the year preced- 
ing, were heaved in and out during’the year, whilst the harbour 
labour was almost incessantly employed. This harbour labour 
was much increased during the past year, owing to the advantages 
the Admiralty have lately conferred upon these Islands by paying 
off, dismantling, and refitting men of war at this port, instead of 
sending them to England. 3 

No great works of magnitude were voted by the Council during 
the past year, the current cost of the drainage works still absorbing 
a considerable margin of the ordinary revenue; on the other hand, 
the large public works performed by the Admiralty and the 
engineers, and now by the railroad in construction, afforded an 
ample field of occupation for native Jabour, and placed the Island 
generally in a highly prosperous condition. 

The health of the Island has been good throughout the year. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) Victor Hovtron, 
Chief Secretary to Government. 
To His Excellency 
Sir Arthur Borton, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Governor of Malta. 
&e. &e. &e. 
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CEYLON. 


No. 16. 


Governor Sir J. R. Lonepren, K.C.M.G., to the Right Hon. the 
Hart OF KIMBERLEY. 


Queen’s House, Colombo, Ceylon, 
My Lorp, August 12, 1882. 

I uAve the honour to forward herewith the Blue Book of 
Ceylon for 1881, and to submit the following report on its 
contents, 

2. The coffee crop, upon which the prosperity of so many classes 
in the Island greatly depends, was, I regret to say, from various 
causes, including a continuance of the leaf disease, unprecedentedly 
short, and the revenue suffered in consequence under nearly all 
the headings of receipt. It was, nevertheless, by the strictest 
economy consistent with the maintenance of the efficiency of the 
public service, and with the assistance of an unsually successful 
pearl fishery, found possible to confine the public expenditure 
within the limits of the revenue, and the position of the Colony is 
financially sound, but the same strict economy must still be ob- 
served, and every advantage should be taken to retrench all ex- 
penditure that can be dispensed with without injury to the service. 
The necessity of this will be the more obvious when I state that 
the revenue has fallen from Rs. 17,026,191 in 1877, to Rs. 
13,686,491 last year, and is still falling. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


3. The revenue for 1881 amounted to Rs. 13,686,491 973, or at 
the par of 1s. 103d. to the rupee, officially adopted for purposes of 
comparison with the results of former years, to 1,283,108/. 12s. 5id., 
showing a decrease of Rs. 162,635 144, or 15,2471. Os. 103d. on 
the revenue for 1880. The expenditure on the votes of the year 
amounted to Rs. 13,533,259 6, or 1,268,743/. 0s. 9d., being Rs. 
731,230 981, or 68,5527. 18s. 1d., less than the corresponding ex- 
penditure for the preceding year. In addition to this amount 
there were expended during the year a sum of Rs. 55,640 93, or 
5,2161. 6s. 9d., from unexpended balances of previous years brought 
forward for expenditure in 1881, and a sum of Rs. 389,949 47, or 
36,5531 19s. 4d., out of the funds appropriated by the Surplus 
Funds Ordinance No. 13 of 1879. The total expenditure of the 
year, therefore, exclusive of course of the outlay on the Break- 
water, the Railway Extension, and the Colombo Waterworks, 
the cost of which is specially provided for and does not figure in 
the annual expenditure, amounted to Rs. 13,978,849 46, or 
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CEYLON. 1 ,310,5131. 6s. 10d., showing a decrease of Rs. 499,203 924, or 
46,804/. 3s. 3id., on the corresponding total for 1880. The revenue 
of the year exceeded the expenditure under the votes of the year 
by Rs. 153,232 914, or 14,3652. 11s. 83d., against which balance 
should be set offa sum of Rs. 26.011 which has been brought 
forward from the votes of the year for public works for expendi- 
ture in 1882, leaving a net excess of revenue over expenditure of 
Rs. 127,221 9132, or 11,9272. 1s, 1d. 

4, The following are the principal items of increase and 
decrease :— 


Revenue. 


5. The decrease of Rs. 51,533 873 under the heading of arrears 
of revenue of former years is mainly attributable to a more punc- 
tual collection of the revenue. 

Customs.—The decrease of Rs. 52,921 31 under various items 
of imports is partly compensated by an increase of Rs. 12,979 88 
in the amount of royalty collected at the Customs premises on 
plumbago. 

Land Sales show a decrease of Rs. 99,511 274, which is due 
partly to the general depression and partly to the strict reserve of 
the forests remaining at and over an altitude of 5,000 feet. 

Land Revenue—TVhe decreases under the several headings of 
this item has been caused by unfavourable seasons in the North- 
Western and Southern Provinces, and to the operation of the Grain 
Tax Ordinance in the Western Province. Under this Ordinance 
commutation of the tythe has been effected on a liberal basis, the 
seed paddy for the ensuing crop, which had previously been 
liable to tythe, having been left out of account, as provided by the 
Ordinance, in calculating the average amount for which commuta- 
tion has been substituted, and it is hoped that thereby an impetus 
will be given to paddy cultivation that will not only be highly 
beneficial to the cultivators, but will also result in a substantial in- 
crease of revenue on the periodical revisions of the commutation. 

Licenses exhibit a decrease of Rs. 91,467 84 under the sub- 
head arrack, rum, and toddy, and smaller decreases under the 
other sub-heads, which are accounted for by the scarcity of money 
amongst the purchasing classes of the community. 

Stamps.—There is a decrease of Rs. 73,766 92 under the sub- 
head general, owing to the comparative paucity of commercial 
and other transactions requiring the use of stamps. ‘The decrease 
under the sub-head postage is due to the transfer of the receipts 
under this sub-head to the new heading “ Postage,” which shows 
a receipt of Rs. 227,615 20 as against a receipt of Rs. 224,281 8 
under the cld sub-head in 1880. 

Government Vessels —The Colonial steamer “ Serendib ” having 
been under repairs at Bombay during a portion of the year the 
receipts fall off to the extent of Rs, 40,804 66. 

Sale of Government Property.—Timber and salt show decreases 
of Rs. 58,754 264 and Rs. 34,816 1 respectively. The loss on 
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timber is to be attributed to the temporary weakness of the export 
timber market and the restricted character of building operations. 
The loss of revenue from salt is due to a partial failure of the 
local supply which necessitated an importation from India. The 
increase under the sub-head Colonial store is the result of the 
new arrangements adopted regarding the issue of stationery to 
public departments, which rendered necessary the transfer to 
general revenue of the valne of the stationery in the charge of the 
Colonial storekeeper on 31st December 1881. Stationery which 
was previously paid for by the Colonial storekeeper from the vote 
for stores and issued to the departments free is now paid for by the 
departments consuming it. This arrangement involves no double 
entry, as the stationery is paid for in the first instance by the 
Colonial storekeeper from advances which are settled by payments 
for the stores as issued, and as a necessary consequence of the 
extension of the system of issue and payment in regard to stores 
generally to the item of stationery, the value of the stationery 
which had already been paid for in the hands of the Colonial 
storekeeper became transferable to general revenue. 

Reimbursements.—The increase of Rs. 15,496 99 under the 
sub-head value of prison labour is chiefly accounted for by the 
fact that the cost of prison buildings, which it was necessary to 
supply during the year for the prisoners employed on works con- 
nected with the breakwater, which cost is set off against the earn- 
ings of the prisoners on the breakwater, was less than in 1880. 

Miscellaneous Receiptsx—The large item of increase under the 
sub-head unclaimed deposits, Rs. 22,435 123, is the result of the 
transfer to revenue of unclaimed Courts of Requests deposits 
between 1866 and 1876. 

Interest.—The decrease of Rs. 26,467 42 is mainly owing to 
the partial withdrawal of funds invested by the Crown Agents on 
short loans. 

The Pearl Fishery shows a return Rs, 599,533, or an increase 
of Rs. 399,380 75 over the return for 1880. 

Railway Receipts.—Comparative failure of the coffee crop, and 
the general depression resulting in a diminution of goods and 
passenger traffic, account for the decrease under this heading of 
Rs. 130,568 28. 

Telegraph Receipts——The increase of Rs. 27,518 81 under this 
heading is only apparent, the return being for the whole of the 
year, while the preceding one was for only the last six months of 
1880. 


Expenditure, 


6. On Establishments, under which heading are included certain 
contingencies and allowances besides fixed and provisional salaries, 
there are increases amounting to Rs. 62,549 86 and decreases 
amounting to Rs. 77,927 46, showing a nett decrease of 
Rs. 15,377 60. The details of the expenditure appear in the 
comparative statement furnished by the Auditor-General and 
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published in the Blue Book and call for no special remark, with 
the exception of the increase of Rs. 26,713 86 under the snb- 
h-ad Government Railway, which is mainly accounted for by the 
inclusion in the estimates, under the heading establishment, of 
the staff for working the Matale Railway. 

Services exclusive of Establishments exhibit increases amounting 
to Rs. 649,081 424 and decreases amounting to Rs. 1,364,934 81, 
or a nett decrease of Rs. 715,853 383. 

Revenue Services—The increase of Rs. 77,008 33 under this 
sub-head is c.ving to its having been necessary to import salt from 
India to supplement the local supply. 

Police Services.—The increase of Rs. 46,697 50 is due partly 
to the failure of the police department to debit the cost of arms 
and ammunition purchased in England in 1880 to the votes of 
that year, which rendered it necessary to bring the charge to 
account against the votes of 1881, and partly to an increase of the 
number of persons confined in the police lock-ups. 

Miscellaneous Services.—The taking of a census accounts for 
the increased expenditure of Rs. 93,864 68 under this sub-head. 

Works and Buildings, and Roads, Streets, and Bridges and 
Canals show decreases of Rs. 263,705 63 and Rs. 885,371 61 
respectively, the amount available for expenditure in these 
directions having necessarily been curtailed in view of the con- 
tinued fall in the Colonial revenue. The public buildings and 
roads have, however, been kept in proper repair, and all previously 
existing lines of communication effectively maintained. 

Colonial Store figures for an increase of Rs, 68,326 15, owing to 
the Joss of a large consignment of stationery on board the “ Pen- 
guin,” which had to be replaced. 

Con’ribution towards Military Expenditure.—The increase of 
Rs. 36,316 91 under this sub-heading is due to payments made 
in connexion with the volunteer corps. 

Government Vessels—The extensive repairs to the Colonial 
steamer “ Serendib” account for the increase of Rs. 86,660 31. 

Railway Services.—The payment of interest on the loans raised 
for the construction of the Matale and Nanu Oya Railways was 
made in 1880 for half a year only, while in 1881 it was made for 
the full year, hence the increase under this sub-head. The 
increased expenditure was to some extent compensated by a 
reduction in working expenses, and the nett increase is Rs. 88,829 1. 

Electric Telegraph shows an increase of Rs. 109,468 60. ‘The 
working of the Island telegraphs was taken over by the Colonial 
Government in the middle of 1880, so that in that year but half 
a year’s expenditure was incurred in this service. In 1881 ex- 
penditure for the whole year was incurred, and, in addition to 
this, payment was made to the Indian Government for certain 
telegraph stores, and there was a further necessary expenditure 
on account of new dies for stamps. 
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Assets and Liabilities. 


7. The assets of the Ceylon Government on the 31st Decem- 
ber 1881 amounted to Rs. 13,774,822 271, or 1,291,3892 11s. 9d., 
and the liabilities on the same date to Rs. 12,315,376 972, or 
1,154,566/. 11s, 10d., and there was thus an excess of assets over 
liabilities of Rs. 1,459,445 293, or 136,822/. 19s. 11d. 


8. The debt of the Colony on the same date amounted to 
1,941,665/. 17s., consisting of 350,000/. being balance of the 
700,0002. raised under the Ordinances Nos. 19 of 1862 and 7 
of 1864 for the construction of the railway from Colombo to 
Kandy, 200,000/. being the amount due on debentures issued 
under the Ordinance No. 1 of 1876 for the improvement of the 
Harbour of Colombo, 116,665/. 17s. being the sum of 125,0001. 
borrowed from the Public Works Loan Commissioners for the 
same purpose less 8,334/. 31. repaid, 275,000/. being the amount 
due on debentures issued under the Ordinance No. 8 of 1877 for 
the construction of the railway from Kandy to Matale, and 
1,000,000/. being the amount due on debentures issued under 
the Ordinance No. 9 of 1878 for the construction of the railway 
from Nawalapitiza to Nanu Oya. The repayment of these loans 
is secured on the revenue of the Colony, and the sinking fund of 
that first mentioned had a sum of 336,200/. to its credit at the end 
of 1881. 

Imports and Exports. 


9. Exclusive of specie in each case the imports of the year 
were valued at Rs. 43,138,854 12 and the exports at 
Rs. 35,655,397 94, showing respectively decreases of 
Rs. 4,248,392 90 and Rs. 14,770,813 98 in comparison with the 
corresponding total for 1880. 


10. Imports.—Cotton goods, twist, and thread show a total 
value of Rs. 5,293,467 as against Rs. 7,280,308 in 1880, anda 
collection of the duty on the quantity cleared of Rs. 223,249, or 
Rs. 39,640 less than the collection in the preceding year. ‘The 
items comprised under the sub-head food articles exhibit slight 
increases and decreases, and in grain there is a diminution of 
Rs. 110,773, and a small decrease in the value of rice imported 
for home consumption, the figures for 1881 and 1880 being 
Rs. 5,943,579 and Rs. 6,002,037 respectively. Live stock, 
machinery, and metals show decreases of Rs. 321,109, Rs. 73,321, 
and Rs. 126,990, while manures and poonac show increases of 
Rs. 158,969 and Rs. 42,893. Spirits, tobacco, and wines all show 
slight decreases in value of importation, but the duty collected 
on the former entered for home consumption an increase of 
Rs. 27,682. 


11. Exports.—The large falling off in the value of exports is 
shown chiefly on coffee, there being a decrease as compared with 
the previous year of 204,619 cwts. of plantation and 14,984 ewts. 
of native coffee, valued respectively at Rs. 11,454,679 and 
Rs. 509,456. There-are also decreases in copperah, cocoanut oil, 
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Cryton, timber, and unmanufactured tobacco, and increases in cinnamon, 
kas 38 areca nuts, and citronella oil; cinchona bark and tea show increases 
of 152,565 Ibs. and 185,998 lbs. respectively. Under plumbago, 
the royalty on which is levied at the Customs, there is a con- 
siderable rise, the exportation having amounted to 259,909 cwts. 
as against 205,738 cwts., and the royalty to Rs. 65,028 4 as 

against Rs. 51,434 94 in 1880. 


12. Shipping.—As compared with 1880 there is an increase of 
97,224 tons inwards and of 66,136 outwards. 


Public Works. 


13. The expenditure of the Public Works Department, inclu- 
ding the sums contributed for grants-in-aid roads, under the 
Ordinance, Rs. 60,611 21 from appropriation from Loan Board 
funds by special Ordinance, and Rs. 86,425 74 from Colombo 
Waterworks funds, amounted to Rs. 2,568,461 37, or about 
one-third less than the expenditure of the preceding year. The 
cost of the establishment, including salaries, fixed and provisional, 
allowances, and office contingencies, but exclusive of transport and 
other general charges, of which the details are given under “ depart- 
mental charges,” and “ miscellaneous,” was Rs. 311,182 89, 
against Rs. 336,054 38 in 1880. The Elephant Pass Causeway, 
in the Northern Province completing an unbroken line of com- 
munication between the Northern Island or peninsula of Jaffna 
and the rest of Ceylon, by a well constructed and bridged 
road was finished during the year. A length of 45°68 miles was 
added to the principal roads of the Island, and the whole of the 
mileage, 2804°40 miles, was maintained in good order. The 
average cost of the up-keep of the roads was Rs. 80 60 per mile 
less than in 1880, which was due partly to the maintenance of 
some roads having been let on contract on reduced rates, and 
partly to a falling off in the amount of traffic over the roads in 
the coffee districts. The system of letting the up-keep of roads 
on contract is being extended, and so far with fairly satisfactory 
results, The erection of new buildings for the Supreme Court at 
Colombo was commenced at the close of the year. The cost of 
the maintenance of irrigation works was Rs. 34,023 50, that 
of the salaries and allowances of irrigation officers employed 
chiefly on irrigation surveys and supervision of labour on village 
tanks Rs. 37,978 67, and the expenditure on new works in con- 
nection with irrigation works Rs, 50,178 29, of which about 
three fifths was spent on sluices for village tanks. The subjoined 
tables exhibit (1) a classification of the expenditure under the 
headings establishment, construction, up-keep, improvements, and 
departmental and miscellaneous charges; (2) the funds from 
which the expenditure has been met; (3) the expenditure incur- 
red in the several provinces ; and (4) an abstract of the expenditure 
in the various classes of public works in each of the provinces of 
the Island. 
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Decrease. 


a | 1881. | 1880. | Increase. 


Establishment, including 

allowances and contin- 

gencies - - | 311,182 89 | 336,054 38 _ 24,871 49 
Up-keep of roads, bridges, 

canals, and being mttyae 


works - - |1,589,928 634/1,816,222 35 ak. 226,298 712 
Repairs of buildings « - 85,769 653] 92,944 302 — 7,174 65 
Departmental charges and 

miscellaneous - - | 112,602 17 | 288,694 153 — ‘| 176,091 983 
New works and buildings- | 113,645 76 | 316,399 65 — 202,753 89 
Alterations and additions ; 

to buildings - 6,918 89 | 50,430 57 43,511 68 
New roads and additions to 

roads - - - | 208,598 19 | 568,266 38 — 359,668 19 
New bridges - ~ 51,658 22 94,289 11 _ 42,630 89 
Inland navigation - - — — —_ — 
Irrigation works - - 88,156 96 | 291,554 46 — 203,397 50 

Total - - |2,568,461 37 |3,854,855 36 — 1,286,393 99 
en Ret) Sy RR ee 8 Re SS Er eee Ee eee > 
(2.) 
ea | 1881. | 1880. | Increase. Decrease. 
Rs. cts. Rs. ets. Rs. cts. Rs. ets. 
Supply Bill, 1881 - 1,960,973 79 |3,108,875 215 _ 1,147,901 42 
Supplementary Supply Bill | 24,587 43 | 65,591 72% —_ 41,004 292 
Unexpended balances of 

previous years - ~ 54,951 94 77,878 67 — 22,926 73 
Road Ordinance funds - | 234,246 49 | 236,254 98 — 2,008 49 
Private contribution - 84,7388 3) 196,766 01 _ 112,027 98 
Loan board funds - - 60,611 21 8,039 66 | 52,571 55 = 
From other departments - 58,808 9 11,436 28 | 47,371 81 — 
Surplus funds - 8,118 65 49,681 16 — 46,562 51 
From vote for Colombo 

waterworks - : | 86,425 74 | 100,381 66 _ 13,905 92 

Total - - 868,461 37 |3,854,855 36 | 99,943 36 |1,886,337 35 
(3.) 
—_—— | 1881. | 1880. Increase. Decrease. 


Rs. cts. Rs. cts.| Rs. ets. Rs. cts. 


Western Province - - | 800,176 88 |1,204,778 303 me 404,601 923 
North-western Province - | 169,452 913 240 853 gsi — 71,400 97 
Southern Province - | 216,296 53 | 295, 037 51 — 78,740 98 
Eastern Province - - 157,074 98 269,337 94 ae 112,262 96 
Northern Province ~ | 223,148 27 | 202,659 54] 20,488 78 -- 
North Central Province - | 110,149 493] 187,703 11 _ 77,553 612 
Central Province - - | 892,162 80 |1,454,485 7 — 562,322 27 


es oo 


Total - ~ |2,568,461 37 13,854,855 36 | 20,488 73 {1,306,882 72 
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(4:) 


North- = North 
Heads of Service. Western wankers Southern | Eastern Central | Northern Gentes Total. 


Province. Province, Province. | Province. | Province. | Province. Provinces. 


Works and Build - Rs. cts.| Rs. cts.) Rs. cts.| Rs. cts. Rs. cts.| Rs. cts.) Rs. cts. Rs. cts. 


ings. 
New works and 500 0 500 00 
buildings - 74,661 16 | 12,755 89 8,477 78 3,683 4 8,712 3 4,855 86 | - - -| 113,145 76 
Alterations and ad- 


ditions to build- 


ings - aa 2,567 18 | - eo Smile - = 2,110 0 585 36 | - - =| 1,656 40 6,918 89 
Repairs to build- 1,303 Y4.\ 1,296 60 604.76 | 1,050 86 4,255 96 
ings - - - 31,8138 73 2,587 644] 10,892 87 4,285 48 19,373 29 8,028 51 5,587 17 81,513 69% 
Roads, Streets, 
Bridges,andCanals. 41,200 bh 11,200 4h 
Newroads - -| 85,952 13 - e]2 2 ee = =| 94,095 15 }- - -«-/- + -] 180,047 28 
Additions and im- 
provements to 8,683 88 3,683 88 
rods = - -|- = =-{+ «+ «l- « =| 18366659/- - -<-|- « -<-/- ~~ -| 18,666 59 
70,078 63 | 37,970 69 | 30,608 30| 9,796 96 | 108,910 50 | 28,634 27 | 8,746 20 | 280,740 55 
Up-keep of roads -| 288,770 63 | 63,349 61 | 110,329 71 | 70,000 36 | 550,454 45 | 78,956 0 | 84,024 613/1,195,885 374 
lew ae - . 166 0|- - el] = #!/- - |e - - | 51,492 22 | - - -| 51,658 22 
Repair of bridges -|} 13,853 56 4,482, 89 7,957 10 4,586 43 4,157 16 2,996 15 1,585 15 39,568 44 
a? 6,844 84.) 1,349 35 7,000 O 9,164 19 
Inland navigation - 8,976 6] 10,573 97 |- - -|- - =|. - | 1,99955/- + -| 21,549 68 
Irrigation Works. 
New works - - 729 55 | 10,146 78 9,046 77 8,468 18 11,642 78 | 18,636 63 | 29,491 32 88,156 96: 
Up-keep works - 777 21 8,500 9 | 12,885 80 9,616 23 1,819 27 399 95 5,574 95 34,023 50 
Departmental 
Charges. 
Ferry boats - 1,888 B8|- + -|* «+ = 417 83 |- - =|. ele 2 1,800 91 
General service - 8,906 61 ]/- - -/- - -/* - -& 1,637 65 | - “l- = *}| 10,544 26 


442 50 442 50 
Miscellaneous -| 56,579 18 | 3,996 84) 5,447 49] 4,998 20] 18,346 3] 5,557 71] 4,889 5] 99,814 50 


— 


———_——— —— | — — —- ae 


Cape 47 | 40,623 78_| 32,847 40 | 13,480 84.| 115,110 94 | 30,289 3 9:707 6 | 818,084 52 
4,636 53 | 111,843 714) 164,487 52 | 121,826 84 | 710,828 12 | 172,917 58 | 82,758 653[1,938,293 96 


—_— 


Heine oi SE en lm Oe Dele Patel ls, shard 8 ChIye se uate e aees 1 ee ee 
818,984, 52 
otal: Beals: Pw Silke shel ela mas, an pce tw etlicael dc aes tans Mise 2a] en aie 3249 476 86 


The figures in Iéalic denote expenditure under the Road Ordinance Funds and Private Contribution. 


The Queen’s Houses are reported to be in fair order, except 
the roof at Queen’s House, Colombo, and the furniture at the 
latter building, and at the Pavilion Kandy, to have been suitably 
maintained. The furniture at Queen’s Cottage, Nuwara Eliya, 
is not provided at the public expense. é; 


Breakwater. 


14, The breakwater was lengthened during the year by 923 
feet, and 117,871 yards of sand were dredged from the harbour 
at a cost of Rs. 1,318,606 28, bringing the total length to 2,818 
feet and the total cost to Rs. 5,849,593 95 at the end of the 
year. 

Survey Department. 


15. The sale of Crown lands is reported by the Surveyor- 
General to have realised, inclusive ofsurvey fees and tracing fees, 
the sum of Rs. 434,662 73 against Rs. 651,862 in the previous 
year, of which sum the amount of Rs, 408.703 594 as stated in 
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the Auditor-General’s return was brought to account during the 
year. The decrease has occurred almost entirely in the central 
province, owing to the depression of the planting interest, ad also 
to the fact that there is but little accessible forest Iand suitable for 
planting left between the elevations of 2,500 and 5,000 feet. The 
revenue from the Western Province was not much Jess than that 
of the preceding year, and increases are shown in the returns 
from the Eastern, Southern, Northern, and North-central Provinces. 
The gross expenditure of the department from its own votes was 
Rs, 374,181 23, of which Rs. 45,648 15 was expended on Chena 
and railway surveys, and other work not directly reproductive, 
leaving Rs. 328,533 8 as the cost of the ordinary work of surveying 
lands for sale and settlement. In the following tables will be found 
the details of the lots alienated in the several provinces, and an 
abstract of the lands disposed of to Europeans and_ natives 
respectively, and a return of all lands disposed of in each province 
during the year. 


A. 
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AxstrAct showing the Number of Lors, Acruacu, Purcuase Amount, and Frxs of 
LANpbs sold or otherwise alienated trom the Crown in the respective PRovincrs 


during the year 1881. 


Lots sold and granted at Half Value. 


Lots sold on Certificates, 


Free Grants, &c. Total 
Y eet. Receipts 
Provinces. . for 
0. verage No. h 
Purchase 8 ° eac 
of Extent. Rate per| Fees. of Extent. Fees. | Province. 
Lots. | Amount. Acre. Lots. : 
Ay oR. P Rs. cts.| Rs. cts. Rs. cts. A. BR P.| Rs. cts.| Rs. cts. 
Central - - 542 8,802 2 34 72,271 27 19 0 8,711 38 245 969 3 12°50] 2,583 17 83,515 82 
Western = | 2,228 | 10,806 0 25 180,254 91 17 49 | 25,223 0 |1,678 | 8,382 0 7 10,979 10 | *216,457 1 
Eastern - - 187 1,856 2 3 23,161 0 12° 47 4,266 80 2542 0 356 0 27,783 80 
Southern - 749 2,792 2 37 46,319 75 16 76 7,298 50 55 83 116 274 50 54,392 75 
Northern - 207 840 0 14 12,027 77 14 82 2,382 20 — -- — 14,409 97 
North-western| 237 1,916 1 35 21,263 0 ll 9 4,409 70 21 105 0 20 271 50 25,944 20 
North Central | 1386 508 0 34 7,205 0 14 18 1,349 10 | --= cd _ 8,554 1C 
Fees for trac- 
ings,&e. -| — = et — a - —_ _ 3,605 8 
Total ~ | 4,286 22,022 3 22 863,002 '70 16 48 | 53,640 68 |2,000 | 4,794 8 15°50 14,414 27 | 484,662 72 
B. 


Assrract of LAnps sold and granted and otherwise disposed of to 
EvRropgEAns and NATIVES in 1881. 


| Europeans, Natives. 
Provinces. jc a ne a, et 
Amount ; Amount 
Lots. Extent. ani Boss, Lots. | Extent. and Fees, 
es 
Ata Tes SCP, Rs. cts. | Reh ek Rs. cts. 
Central - " -| 211] 3,148 2 18°50] 59,864 47 | 576] 1,688 3 33 23,651 35 
Western - E -| 62) 777 8 3¢ 36,103 20 | 3,844 | 10,910 0 36 | *180,353 81 
Kastern - - - 14 780 2 39 6,623 380 174 1,330 1 4 21,160 50 
Southern - - - 87 349 0 28 4,256 90 | 767 2,526 3 80 50,135 85 
Northern - -| — = =e 207 840 0 14 14,409 97 
North-western - - 18 165 3 26 2,147 80 | 240 1,855 2 29 23,796 90 
North Central - -| = oa == 186 508 0 84 8,554 10 
Total - -| 342] 7,217 117°50| 108,995 17 {5,944 | 19,600 1.20 | 322,062 48 


nr CL He 


* Including Chenas. 
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°o 
D. 
Return of Lanps sold or otherwise disposed of during the Year 1881. 
| De peste or oe) vrei or 
rants made in ettlements ; 
Eucroachments sold or t f th F Total Results of Sales, &c. of each 
Crow n Lands sold. given ata Valuation, | Granted at Half Value. ee ay aoe Province during the year 1881. 
Proviares 8th Aug. 1844. Crown. 
; | | Amount 
Lots. fin Amount.| Fees. Lots. dont Amount.} Fees. | Lots. ras Amount.| Fees. | Lots. Peta Fees.|Lots. toni, ees. Lots. os Amount.| Fees. a a 
Se ae. ee es a et 
| | Le 
Acres.| Rs. Rs. Acrs. Rs. | Rs. Acrs. Rs. | Rs. Acrs.| Rs. Acres.| Rs. Acres.| Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Central - =| 270 | 38,067 60,168 | 6,598 | 216 | 472 4,799 }1,455 | 56 | 263 7,304 | 659) — —| — | 245] 970 | 2,538 | 787 | 4,772 72,271 | 11,245 83,516 
Western - = - | 1,958 | 9,837 | 169,392 |23,701]} —| — - — | 270 | 469) 10,862 | 1,528) — | — | — /1,678] 3,382 |10,979|'3,906 | 13,688] 180,254 | 36,208 | 216,457 
Eastern - -| 178] 1,830 22,567 | 4,179 7\ 22 372 65 7 5 222: 23] = =) — 1} 254] 356] 188 | 2,111 23,161 | 4,628 27,784 
Southern - -| 3899 | 2,262 35,186 | 5,447] 309 | 488 10,368 | 1,687 | 41] 48 1,316 | 165); — —| —!| 55] 83] 274] so4 2,876 | 46,820 | 7,578 54,393 
Northern - -| 207} 840] 12,028 | 2,382) —| — <= = =| = Se a ae a a eS ea OT al S20 1 pet aaa tr taro 
North-western - | 217] 1,887 20,838 | 4,815} —| — _ — 20+ 30 425 95} — —}| —| 26) 105} 271 | 258 12009 21,263 | 4,681 25,944 
North Central’ - | 136| 508| 7,205 | 1,349) — <e = weccd kak fom o — ee a oO) a es me Rees 
Fees for tracings, 
ite One Med ie ic- coe bo. te eee a Se er ee ee 
Total ~ | 8,360 | 20,281 | 327,334 |47,971) 582 | 982 | 15,539 | 3,207 | 394 | 810 | 20,129 |2,465 | — | —| — |2,000]4,794 |14,413] 6,286 | 26,817] 363,002 | 68,056 | 434,668 
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Railway. 


16. ‘The length of line open for public traffic was the same as in 
1880, viz., 1362 miles, exclusive of the line for the carriage of 
materials for the breakwater works. The total receipts for the 
year are returued by the traffic manager at Rs. 2,882,706, or less 
by Rs. 129,685 than those of 1880, of which Rs. 2,880,090 67 
was brought to account within the year, and the working expenses, 
exclusive of expenditure on new works, at Rs. 1,357,893 against 
Rs. 1,367,597 for the preceding year. The main line showed a 
profit on receipts over working expenses of 7-7 per cent., the 
branch line from Peradeniya to Nawalapitiya a profit of 3 per 
cent., the branch line from Kandy to Matale a loss of Rs. 10,718 75, 
and the coast line from Colombo to Kalutara a profit of 2°9 per 
cent. 

Legislation. 


17. The following Ordinances were passed during the year :— 

No. 1.—To amend the Ordinance No. 1 of 1876, intituled “ An 
“ Ordinance for the raising by Debentures of a further sum of four 
“ hundred thousand pounds sterling for the improvement of the 
“ harbour of Colombo.” This Ordinance was necessary to assimilate 
the date of appropriation for sinking fund on further debentures 
issued under the Ordinance No. 1 of 1876 to that prevailing for 
debentures first issued under Ordinance No. 9 of 1878. 

No. 2.—To amend the Ordinance No. 10 of 1865, intituled 
“ An Ordinance relating to the Ceylon Railway.” This Ordinance 
provides for the publication of the railway byelaws, and for 
affecting all persons with notice of the byelaws when published. 

No. 3.—'To make provision for the recovery of expenses in- 
curred in enforcing quarantine. 

No. 4.—To continue the Ordinance No. 2 of 1879, intituled 
* An Ordinance to check coffee stealing.” The Legislative 
Council was satisfied that circumstances required and justified the 
continuance of the Coffee Stealing Ordinance which expired 
during the session, and it was continued accordingly for two 

ears. 

, No. 5.—To amend the law relative to the distillation and sale 
of arrack, rum, and toddy within these Settlements. This 
Ordinance provides for raising the fees to be paid for distillers, 
and wholesale dealers’ licenses from Rs. 30 to Rs, 100, and for 
throwing the burden of proof on the defendant in cases where the 
information or plaini negatives the existence of any exemption, 
proviso, or condition in the Arrack, Rum, and Toddy Ordinance, 
No. 10 of 1844. 

No. 6.—For making provision for the contingent service for 
the year 1882. 

No. 7.—To make temporary provision for securing the status 
of French mail steamers within the ports of this Colony. This’ 
Ordinance, which is a temporary enactment expiring on December 
31st, 1882, was passed to give legal effect to certain provisioiis of 
the Postal Convention with France. 
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No. 8.—To amend the Ordinance No. 3 of 1861, intituled “ An 
“ Ordinance to authorise the formation of a volunteer corps in 
“ this Colony, and to provide for the good order and discipline 
“© thereof.’ This Ordinance was necessitated by the superses- 
sion of the Mutiny Act and Articles of War, by the Army 
Discipline Act of 1879, and the Army Act of 1881. 

No. 9.—Further to amend the Ordinance No. 3 of 1861, 
intituled “ An Ordinance to authorise the formation of volunteer 
“ corps in this Colony, and to provide for the good order and 
“ discipline thereof.” The Volunteer Ordinance No. 3 of 1861 
empowered the persons forming the corps of volunteers to make 
the rules and regulations of such corps. The present amending 
Ordinance empowers the Governor with the advice of the 
Executive Council to make regulations concerning the appoint- 
ment and promotion of officers, the assembling and proceedings of 
courts of inquiry for the execution of the Ordinance No. 3 of 1861, 
and the general government and discipline of the force ; and it 
empowers the officers and volunteers of the corps to make rules, 
subject to the approval of the Governor and the Executive 
Council, for the management of the property, finances, and civil 
affairs of the corps. 

No. 10.—To establish further tolls and to discontinue certain 
tolls. . 

No. 11.—To amend Ordinance No. 4 of 1879, intituled “ An 
“ Ordinance to provide for the further appropriation of certain 
“ unclaimed balances from the funds of the Loan Board.” 

No. 12.—-For making final provision for the supplementary 
contingent charges for the year 1880. 

No. 13.—To amend the Ordinance No. 8 of 1863 and the 
Ordinance No. 3 of 1865. This Ordinance was passed to settle 
certain doubts that had arisen as to the amounts of stamp duty 
payable in certain cases under the existing Land Registration 
Ordinances. 

No. 14.—To amend the Ordinance No. 1 of 1870, intituled 
“an Ordinance relating to the fixed civil establishments of this 
Colony.” This Ordinance provides for the discontinuance under 
the conditions stated of the salaries and allowances hitherto 
payable to the ecclesiastical establishment. 

No. 15.—For the appointment of incorporated trustees of the 
Church of England in Ceylon. This Ordinance was necessitated 
by the prospective withdrawal of all State grants to the Church of 
England, and the consequent decision on the part of Government 
to abandon all its right, title, interest, powers, and control in and 
over all churches affected or to be affected by such withdrawal. 

No. 16.—To amend “ The Muaicipal Councils Ordinance 1865,” 
and for other purposes This Ordinance provides for the legalisa- 
tion of certain municipal byelaws, for the disqualification for elec- 
tion or service as a municipal councillor of uncertificated insolvent 
debtors and persons convicted of an infamous crime, and for some 
minor amendments in the Municipal Councils Ordinance of . 865. 
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No. 17.—For making provision for the supplementary contin- 
gent charges for the year 1881. 

No. 18.—To amend “the Medical Wants Ordinance, 1880.” 
This Ordinance provides for the recovery from the estates of the 
cost of providing medical aid to immigrant labourers employed 
thereon, by means of a capitation assessment, and for enabling the 
Government agents to obtain returns for such labourers to serve 
as a basis for the computation of the assessment leviable. 


Public Health. 


18. In 1880 the Island was singularly free from serious 
disease, and I am glad to be able to record that during 1881 
also the general health of the community is reported by the 
Principal Civil Medical Officer to have been satisfactory. The 
total expenditure on Government hospitals during the year was 
Rs, 233,280 24, showing a diminution on the expenditure in 1880, 
Rs. 250,178 65, of Rs. 16,898 41, and the cost of the establish- 
ment was Rs. 3,413 48 less than in the preceding year, the figures 
being Rs. 277,673 34 and Rs, 281,086 82 in 1881 and 1880 


respectively, The statistics of the year as shown in the return of 


the Government hospitals are summarised in the Table which is 
subjoined :— 
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Summary of GENERAL ANNUAL RetuRN relating to twenty-three Civil Hospitals, the 
Galle, and the Police Hospital at 


IL. Local Diseases. fla 
: = ee 
< als | aie s § 18 
e | Rig S\sl2/ 2] 8] e\s s|8|4 3 5 
4\|3i{3 Ble E welie|s|/5/8 |s/Els8 a | o 
Provinces. 2 3 | & pl@lal ela] & olin ie leis a)3o|3 
Aig |e SleicislelZizis (S| 2/3) 8] ele 
21412 a\S/Z/Elelelele.J8/8| siecle 
Sia lelsleisielsigl al slalslesieigZlCls |= l2 
8 6 | SIS|S 321213] s|/S/E) 8 BSS) Slate leis 
& | 2g lazlslelalel[slalelalsl/sié"|S/SiEB/BIP IE 
Yee Bearer ae Beene ee ee 
re re Loni : ret Lonl ; anisaiean 
Western Province. | 
Remained 31st December 1880 23 | 188 j241)]2|/-|-|-]-|-{ 1] 82/15/10) 4] 8] 48|14/ -|12)1 
Since admitted - : - | 1,039 |1,486 |211 |87 | 3 | 4 |28 | 3 | — |L66 |1,046)413 |214 | 43 (124 ea 12 |550 |10 
Total - 2 - | 1,062 |1,674 |452 189 | 3 | 4 |28 | 8 | —- 167 |1,078/428 [224 | 47 |182 |1,252)292 | 12 562 |11 
Discharged - - - | 1,026 | 1,357 |159 [87 | 3 | 4 |19 | 8 | - 1148 |708 |408 |209 | 44 |122 |1,146/213 | 8 [502 |10 
Died - e - 20 | 130) 33}-|-|-|6]-]|-]18 jsa8; 2} 6] -| 6] 25] 68} 3) 80/1 
Remaining 31st December 181 16} 187 |260;/2|-|-|8|/-|-] 6| 42/18] 9] 8] 4] s1]11] 1] 380) - 
North-western Province. 
Remained $ist December 1880 19 15| l|-|-|]-|-|-J]-|] 8{17] 4] 1] 4] -]| 48] 5] -| 8] - 
Since admitted - = -| 857 | 405 | 23) 4]-|38]1]-|-] 76 [379 | 71 | 12 | 81 | 48 |g4q [156 | 5 | 97 | 2 
Total - ° -| 576 | 420) 241/4)-|8)]1]-|-] 79 |396 | 75 | 18 | 35 | 43 |g9Q |161 5 |100 | 2 
Discharged - “ -| 526] 846] 21/4]-|38]1]-]|—-J| 61 [275 | 71 | 12 | 81 | 48 I917 [181 | 5 | 87 | 2 
Died - ° . 33 60| 2}-|-|-|-|]-]-]17 |e} -| -| 8] -] 8] 24] -] 7) - 
Remaining 31st December 1881 17 14.) <2 fer a a a EB al | a ezek 26s] =| 6 = 
Southern Province. 
Remained 31st December 1880 8 2) 1]/-|-/1})-|-|-| -|11}] 9] -| -]| -{16] 1] -| 6|/- 
Since admitted - - -| 245 | 573 | 80 117] 4]316]4 | -| 68/241 |228 | 69 | 82 | 63-\562 | 17 | 2 (835 | 1 
Total - . -| 248 | 594] 81117] 4/415] 41] -| 68 |252 |287 | 69 | 82 | 68 [578 | 18 | 2 [841 | 1 
Discharged - ° -| 284] 552] 28 116) 4] 4/2) 4] —1| 60 /189 j228 | 57 | 28 | 60 |529 | 14] 2 |306} 1 
Died - ° - 6 19} Sj-|-y-]1i-{-] 6] 53| 1) 2) 2) 1] 4] 4) -|] I= 
Remaining 31st December 1881 8 2] -|}1{/-|-|2]-|-] 2/10] 8}10} 2) 2]45] -| -| 20 
Northern Province. 
Remained 31st December 1880 5 7) -|-]-|-}]-]-]-] -| 4] -] -]}] -}] -] 61] -] -]}] 2] - 
Since admitted - : -{ 211] 125] 9 flo] 1) -|-|]-| 2] 28] 91] 22] 3 | 87119 |464] 18 | -| 40] 3 
Total - - -| 116] 182| 9 /10}1/-|-|]-|2]| 28] 95] 22] 8 | 87 | 19 |515 | 18 | -| 42/8 
Discharged - © -/ 109) 119} 8/10} 1|]-|-]-| 2] 21] 75] 21) 8 36 | 18 \457 | 11) - 41 | 2 
Died - : = 4 6)/ 1/-|-|]-j-]-]-] 6}15} -|] -/] -} 1] 6] 1] -]|] 1]41 
Remaining 31st December 1881 3 YN eS YO) fi] VP a gd VS is Ha ol coc i Lc tL Pa at A oa Ui 
Eastern Province. 
Remained 31st December 1880 5 8} -}J-J-}-]-]-]-] -;| 1) 1] -] LJ] -}] 28] -] -}] 5] - 
Since admitted - - -| 145 98}18}2])/-|/-|-|-|]-]15]94]10] 7] 11/12 175 | 32] -| 46/1 
Total - . -!| 150} 106)18]/2]}-}-]-|]-|-| 15] 95] 11 7 | 2) 12 |208) 82) -| 51/1 
Discharged - : -| 188 88 }18}2]-|-|}-|-|-]15] 70/10] 6] 2] 11 |180 | 23} -| 48] - 
Died : . eho 7) -}-tot}at-fato] -) 24] mp] om] 2] 8] at ep ae 
Remaining 31st December 1881 ” 1 ee a sh a SoU BERS een | PE eh Oe 
Central Province. 
Remained 31st December 1880 25 63} -|-|-|]-|-|]-]-| 6] 82] 9] 5] -] 2] 27] 30} -| 10] 2 
Since admitted - - - | 1,206 | 1,240 | 54 20] - | 2) 1] 2] — [260 |1,027)155 | 71 | 6 | 73 |682 |508 | 5 |835 |12 
Total - - - | 1,231 | 1,803 | 54/20} - | 2 | 1] 2 | — [266 /1,059)164 | 76 | 6 | 75 |709 |538 5 (845 |14 
Discharged - ° - | 1,193 |1,088 | 41 }20 | - | 2| 1] 2 | - 1283 /686 |155 | 73} 6 | 72 [655 |424 |) 5 |318 }12 
Died - . = 15} 167/12]/~|-|]-]-|]-]-]| 28 896} -| 2] -|] 71} 11] 95} -]| 16/1 
Remaining 3lst December 1881 23 48} 1]/-]-|-/]-]-]J-| 6]27] 9] 1] -| 2]48)19) -| 16/1 


Total . rs 


The number treated in the 23 Government Civil sa ees &e. &e. 


‘otal number 
Total number of deaths, 1,890 or 
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De Soys, a Lying-in Hospital, the Lunatic and the Leper Asylums, the Lock Hospital at 
Maradana for the Year 1881. , 


a- 


8 Balance 
n <P 
£is Con- Amount ere 
‘BIg | on hand at 
# a tingencies : recovered. 
gla bbe taglnaad Salaries of 15 traits the end of 
q 5 For Diet. Servants. | Equipment. * Medical Total. the year 
8 |D under the tenance of 
9 | & $ Officers. : : after 
i 5 foregoing patients in dieting sie 

=) : : 

- heads. H : 

i 38 Be or, pepital merchant 
a = he seamen. 


599 Rs. cts. Rs. cts. Rs. cts. Rs. cts. Rs. cts. Rs. cts. | Rs. cts. Rs. cts. 
6,873 
7,472 
6,128 
ae 676 
-| = || 678 


{ 
wpowpw ii 


(81,498 675 | 24,880 838 11,702 30 2,899 123 | 27,600 0 | 148,090 43 1,698 27 190 05 


a1 =: 1280 
spe fds ry at lt 2 


-|- 69 
-| - |2,499 
-| = | 2,568 
-| = | 2,318 
-|-| w7 
-| -| 183 


=) om of AS 

i = 2,714 

oe = 2,829 

= he azar 13,875 78 8,686 0 961 32 155 54 7,600 0 29,228 64 406 82 _ 
| 15,390 24 6,693 34 1,708 92 213 20 10,200 0 84,205 70 849 562 = 


t 
1 
= 
—) 
ns 
<7 


6,912 65 2,209 31 260 59 127 41 8,900 0 13,409 96 17 (0 — 


e 


t 
I 
& 


36,307 12 10,503 94 3,648 98 352 94 16,000 0 66,812 98 1,942 623 


! 
I1Iownwii 
a 
‘Go 
I 
LS) 


ole! we | 4,878 48 1,718 0. 207 68 28 37 7,250 0 | 14,082 58 206 85 = 


| | Se | cee a eemeneneee 


Total - 161,862 a 49,640 92 18,499 79 3,276 583 | 72,550 0 | 305,830 24 5,120 535 _ 


amounted to 19,945, the deaths to 1,888, the death rate being 9°46. 
treated, 20,488. 
9°22 per cent. "of cases treated. 
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CryLon. Education. 


— 


19. The total number of Government and grant-in-aid schools 
on the 31st of December was 1,237, with a nominal attendance 
of 84,757 pupils, showing an apparent increase over the previous 
year of 35 schools and 3,643 scholars. These figures, however, 
include for the first time the schools receiving special grants or 
supervised by the department under special arrangements. There 
were, in 1880, 10 of these schools giving instruction to 570 scholars, 
so that the real increase for the year is represented by 25 schools 
and 3,073 scholars. This does not include any registered grant- 
in-aid school not examined during the year. Of the above 1,237 
schools 398 were Government schools with 23,626 scholars, and 
839 grant schools with 61,131 scholars. The total expenditure for 
the year was Rs. 482,840 55, which, compared with Rs, 491,869 38 
for 1880, shows a decrease of Rs. 9,028 83. ‘The sum voted for 
the service of the department amounted to Rs. 501,638, showing 
an unexpended balance of Rs. 18,797 45. Seventeen Govern- 
ment schools were closed during the year, and 46 schools were 
added to the list, including 4 out of the 10 special schools referred 
to above. There was consequently an increase of 29 schools as 
compared with the preceding year. The proportion of scholars 
in daily attendance to the total number on the list in Government 
schools was 67°9 per cent., being a decrease of 3°9 per cent. as 
compared with the year previous. The total expenditure on 
account of Government schools, exclusive of cost of direction and 
inspection, was Rs. 204,597 69, and the nett expenditure, deducting 
Rs, 23,643 06, being receipts from school fees and sale of 
stationery, was Rs. 180,954 63. The average cost to Govern- 
ment of educating each pupil in the Government schools was 
consequently Rs. 7°66, compared with Rs. 8°55 in 1880. The 
average for middle and primary schools, exclusive of 4 high 
schools, was Rs. 6 12, as compared with Rs.6 84 for the previous 

ear. The expenditure on account of grants-in-aid amounted to 
Rs. 194,400 53 for the year October Ist, 1880, to September 30th, 
1881, being a decrease of Rs. 10,056 83 as compared with the 
expenditure of the previous year. In the following tables are 
shown (1) the number of boys and girls under instruction and 
the per-centage of daily attendance ; (2) the classification of 
the schools with reference to locality, standard of instruction, and 
proportion of population under instruction ; (3) the nationality and 
religion of the scholars; (4) the number of scholars examined 
in the several standards; and (5) the amount of grants-in-aid 
earned by the several missions throughout the island. 


struction according 


to census of 1881. 
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(1.) 
Total | 
. 5 ota. 
ee a ae Numb anak 5 Average Par. 
: 134, oys endance.| centage, 
Schools. Boys. Girls. and Civis. MLAB 
GOVERNMENT. 
English - - 26 1,521 455 1,976 1,646 83 
Anglo-vernacular - 25 1,926 152 2,078 1,882 66 
Vernacular - - 347 15,967 3,605 19,572 18,034 66 
GRANT-IN-AID. 
English - - 77 7,183 845 7,978 5,736 71 
Anglo-vernacular -|]. 82 4,062 847 4,909 8,355 68 
Vernacular - - 680 33,582 14,662 48,244 29,712 61 
Total - -| 1,287 64,191 20,566 84457 54,865 es 
(2.) 
| 
Western Southern Northern Eastern 
Province. Province. Province. Province. 
Cinss.of Shods: 2 er Reoriees: — 
fo) ae ° 2 fo) Ke) ° 2 
3 | aay ee Gl ae Ge A ee 1, 
=] S =) =) 
7) ay vA ay RD ay D ey 
English - - 43 4,516 17 1,676 19°) 1,986 7 565 
Anglo-vernacular - 35 2,502 14 941 23 1,527 2 80 
Vernacular - -| 471 |82,254 | 98 |5,857 | 245 |17,375 98 | 5,722 
Total - - 549 | 39,212 | 129 | 8,474 287 | 20,888 | 107 6,367 
_ SS el | ean Sh 
Population - - 897,993 431,396 303,010 128,070 
Proportion under in- 
struction according 1 in 22 1 in 51 lin 14 1 in 20 
to census of 1881. 
(continued.) 
Central North- North 
Pp eat isk western Central Total. 
abl al Province. Province. 
@lassiof Schools... (=——=— a 
a y a 5 w s a é 
xa) 2 2 2 ro Ae) S a 
[e) ont om Siond ot 
Se.) 2 Pre se ee hae oe 
R ay a a | wm Ay D ay 
English - - vA 891 6 320 — -— 103 9,954 
Anglo-vernacular -| 29 | 1,726 3 184 1 27 | 107 | 6,987 
Vernacular - - 54 2,920 50 3,339 ee: 349 | 1,027 | 67,816 
Total - - 94 | 5,537 59 | 38,843 12 376 | 1,237 | 84,757 
Population - - 639,274 292,751 66,035 2,758,529 
Proportion under in- q P : 
lin 76 1 in 175 1 in 82 


| 
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(3.) 
Nationality. Religion. 
English - = - 84 | Buddhist - - - 338,405 
European descendants - - 2,252 | Hindu - - - - 22,429 
Sinhalese - - - 51,806 | Roman Catholic - - 20,342 
Malabar - - - 28,914 | Church of England - - 3,379 
Malay - - - - 339 | Wesleyan - - 2,148 
Moor - - - - 1,819 | Presbyterian, Baptist, and other 
Other - - - 43 Christians - - - 1,343 
Mahommedans - - 1,688 
Other - - - ~ 28 
(4.) 
ete Mgt Mee Has | wd Mos 
sea [eee [bea | bag [492 | Ogs 
sSE |as:4|sg2 | see laze | 338 
go | s°g8/s°5 | s5% aus | 255 
i meso | Sse = | Sag Sh 
— a | a ae) ee 5-4 Ha = oe | (eal hae Total 
Oe 8) ose |e @} Poh | Oe ee oe oe ‘ 
Begs | SHEE | SHH8 | SHR | ces) oes 
3) o a KS) 
siae| ofe8 Has | chs | chad | oika 
A Zi Zi A Ai A 
StandardI. - = 201 256 8,098 757 568 | 6,778 | 11,658 
Standard II. - : 199 188 2,409 799 498 5,442 9,535 
Standard IIT. - 216 205 1,550 1,029 599 5,492 9,091 
Standard IV.- - 196 149 812 910 357 2,655 5,079 
Standard V. - - 114 118 350 642 224 708 2,156 
Standard VI. - - 81 75 94 450 116 188 954 
Standard VII. - 36 28 8 26 37 — 135 
Standard VIII. - 9 4 _ 24 8 — 45 
Total - - 1,052 1,023 8,321 4,637 2,407 21,213 38,653 
(5.) 
Anglo- Amount 
me English.| ver- ee Total. of 
nacular. : Grant. 
Rs. cts. 
American - - - 5 14 111 130 24,596 82 
Baptist - - ~ — 8 27 35 5,525 00 
Buddhist - —_ — 4 4 1,427 35 
Church of England (C. M. Ss) 8 33 117 158 | 26,923 45 
Church of England, Trogeses 15 | 44 *66 20,148 31 
Private - - 7 2 18 27 11,716 20 
Roman Catholic - - 27 3 180 210 59,976 78 
Wesleyan - - - 15 15 179 209 87,679 7 
Total - - 77 82 680 839 |187,992 98 


* This includes all the Church of England Schools not supported by the C.M.S. 
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Judicial Statistics. 


20. The Queen’s Advocate reports that the criminal statistics 
of the year compare favourably on the whole with those of any 
of the five preceding years. There was, however, a marked 
increase in the number of convictions for manslaughter, the figures 
being 67 against 51 in 1880. The convictions for cattle stealing 
also showed a considerable increase, being 49 in excess of the 
convictions for 1880, and more than double the average of the 
four years 1876, 1877, 1878, and 1879. A large proportion, 
however, of this increase is to be attributed to increased vigilance 
in detecting and prosecuting offenders. Offences against property 
continue to show a decrease, the summary convictions for such 
offences being fewer than in any of the seven preceding years, and 
the convictions in the Superior Courts fewer than in either 1879 
or 1880. 

21. Prefixed to the Blue Book will be found a table giving a 
statistical view of the progress of the Colony from the year 1821 
to 188] inclusive, and an abstract of the principal statistical 
results for the years 1880 and 1881. 

I have, &c 
The Right Hon. (Signed) J. RK. Lonepmn, 
The Earl of Kimberley, Governor, 
&c, &e. 
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STATISTICAL ViEw of the progress of CeyLon from the Year 1821 to 1881 inclusive. 
Pie ___ Schools. Hetimated Land Sales. 
rea in umber + ; : 
Year.} square | Population. Military. | Births. | Marriages.| Deaths. Number | of Acres acta Revenue. i ona 
miles. Schools. of under Extent. at “te ie ee 
Scholars.| cultivation. no ng 
ees. 
——————————— tO ed 
| | Acres. Acres. £ & £ 

1821 = =| “= a — om oo = = = = a 459,699 481,854 
1922 - - | = ri = cae? ay a = = = $= 473,669 458,346 
1823 = = 751,210 5,852 = a — — = — ees — 355,406 476,242 
1824 - : 753,159 4,241 5,333 2,645 =: rae co re =. <3 387,259 441,592 
1825 - = 754,394 5,476 5,285 2,514 =r = _ = = = 355,320 495,529 
1826 - ~ 752,908 3,985 4,549 8,946 — a — me — — 278,350 394,229 
1827. ~ - 889,584 4,010 4,560 3,846 — << — — = _ 264,735 411,648 
1828 - - 934,260 — 18,739 5,183 10,283, — =F 243,309 1,555 — 305,712 339,516 
1829 - = 941,739 7 18,062 5,163 12,018 a = 311,301 1,160 _ 389,534 344,757 
1830 - - 962,155 = 19,408 5,529 14,810 _ — 416,982 1,279 _— 403,475 347,029 
1831 - - 959,917 rs 20,993 4,754 17,998 es a 381,059 6,154 —= 420,170 346,565 
1832 - 1,009,008 = 18,705 8,114 17,025 a — 394,829 2,784 = 369,437 338,100 
1833 = - | 1,126,808 = 21,654 8,899 22,380 =: —_ 456,206 Hy} 7] 437,555 331,764 
1884 - - | 1,167,700 a 21,930 7,527 15,424 1,105 13,891 1,462,163 377,952 334,835 
18385 = - 1,241,825 6,227 30,200 10,284 17,486 1,159 14,551 1,637,944 371,995 823,277 
1836 = - a 1,240,653 5,630 30,186 10,276 17,439 1,209 16,529 1,676,116 406,787 352,986 
1837 + - = 1,256,019 5,577 24,319 9,356 15,051 1,204 16,329 1,656,271 | 371,994 390,706 
1838 = - ~ 1,283,479 5,705 25,070 8,018 15,875 964 13,582 1,621,007 ? 267,373 f 142,758 339,437 359,074 
18389 = . 7 1,368,838 5,763 23,280 9,814 14,238 1,048 16,553 700,029 372,013 383,592 
1840 = - 1,400,280 4,793 24,700 8,927 22,480 495 16,489 588,460 | 331,200 355,298 
1841 - 1,365,779 4,651 25,572 8,767 23,377 529 21,631 809,984 344,465 361,326 
1842 = - 1,364,539 4,743 24,736 8,515 15,784 661 20,703 760,821 | 822,369 327,103 
1843 = - 1,442,062 4,654 40,606 17,793 27,396 = a ss B) 883,118 325,155 
1844 - - 715 = = 7,703 18,270 444,318 374,876 
1845 - Figures of 1843 are repeated. 1,038 21,086 780,479 19,450 31,480 454,146 448,232 
1846 - - 1,070 20,729 1,194,726 3,590 12,103 416,404 498,205 
1847 : 1,555,833 4,190 38,861 14,534 25,689 1,245 24,688 839,438 4,508 6,496 440,619 518,987 
1848 = - 1,478,535 4,280 37,281 15,116 21,542 1,391 21,316 673,498 2,761 4,672 414,765 431,325 
1849+ - 1,524,174 4,383 34,977 12,893 25,618 1,398 18,844 695,583 786 2,265 409,306 418,424 
1850+ : 1,588,273 4,626 33,834 14,594 22,178 1,160 17,999 722,323 2,962" 2,603 415,667 390,425 
1851 = - 1,643,458 4,642 39,119 12,603 24,269 1,414 22,961 805,641 939 1,695 429,701 409,124 
1852 = - 1,713,738 4,449 42,192 16,831 25,886 1,163 21,706 671,613 1,848 2,479 411,806 412,871 
1853 = ~ 1,675,054 4,394 40,533 14,3805 28,616 1,273 23,711 657,405 2,200 3,824 412,835 386,519 
1854 = ~ 1,710,124 4,282, 40,858 15,186 51,082 1,579 22,114 738,348 8,209 9,927 408,041 393,268 
1855 = - 1,625,960 3,699 37,253 (18,635 40,542 1,374 21,906 766,717 7,286 16,410 476,273 405,610 


a I a ee ae ee a ee A rE i he Se en is 
NorE.—The figures under the heads Population, Births, Marriages, Deaths (exclusive of those for 1871 and 1881, when a census was taken), schools, cultivation, are only 
approximative, the registration of deaths is compulsory, registration of births is optional. 
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Statistical View of the Progress of Ceylon from the Year 1821 to 1881 inclusive—continued. 


Total Tonnage of Shipping entered and cleared. Imports. Exports. 
Year From and | From and British, belonging to From the To the 
= United 7 other Total. United The Foreign. United ect’ Total. United oe Total. 
ngdom. ountries Kingdom. Gilonies, Kingdom. Kingdom. 
i i ; 
a Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. | £ £ £ £ £ £ 
1922 - - _ — = = = = pS! = = = = a 
1923 - - _ — =~ = = co a S ~ = we = 
1824 - - — _ _ _ — — — —_ _ — — _ 
1825 - - 5,363 86,322 91,685 — — — 23,440 272,861 296,301 97,537 126,851 224,388 
1826 = - 8,134 74,587 82,721 oF — a 21,263 288,486 309,749 177,513 85,430 262,943, 
1827 - - 6,518 132,191 138,709 = — = 16,800 326,510 343,310 233,452 84,242 317,694 
1828 - - 12,307 96,389 108,696 — = = 29,984 293,949 323,933 149,551 96,433 245,984 
1829 - - 9,726 124,555 134,281 — — a 39,290 300,911 340,201 196,558 128,226 324,784 
1830 - - 7,780 139,137 14£,917 == — = 40,777 308,805 349,582 168,576 106,235 274,811 
1831 - - 5,076 116,591 121,667 — coal > 28,560 254,429 282,989 59,903 92,391 152,294 | 
1832 = - 9,371 130,042 139,413 = oS = 47,792 303,432 351,224 98,527 62,062 160,589 
1833. = - 12,369 121,572 133,941 — — = 60,813 260,078 320,891 42,403 90,127 132,530 
1834 = 7,098 146,412 153,510 _ = = 71,076 301,650 372,726 76,989 68,845 145,834 
1835 = - 10,421 134,761 145,182 =e — a 69,997 282,079 352,076 79,596 119,672 199,268 
1836 = - 14,515 125,180 139,695 _— _— — 93,258 317,909 411,167 228,501 106,018 334,519 
18387 - - 19,366 136,564 155,930 _ — a 168,585 427,303 595,888 191,583 135,277 326,860 
1838 - - 11,734 180,225 191,959 — 7 <— 101,358 446,143 547,501 177,074 115,241 292,315 
1839 = - 14,699 191,305 206,004 — — — 152,895 509,025 661,920 228,391 147,217 375,608 
1840 = - 13,903 193,117 | 207,020 _ — a 126,794 606,719 733,513 297,146 112,801 409,947 
1841 - - 18,625 200,168 218,793 = = — 183,161 496,509 679,670 253,870 114,513 368,383, 
1842 = - 26,791 228,228 255,019 _ — = 206,365 588,393 794,758 339,707 123,738 463,445 
1843 = - — — 280,475 == — = — — 1,034,532 _ — 421,083 
1844» - _ — 332,081 _— _ _ _ — 1,367,504 —_ —_ 532,367 
1845 - 36,943, 349,236 386,179 = — == 310,480 1,184,647 1,495,127 440,328 142,772 583,100 
1846 - - 42,956 380,414 423,370 — — — 802,192 1,070,510 1,372,702 399,156 280,130 679,286 
1847 = - 51,545 406,191 457,736 _ — — 281,056 1,140,731 1,421,787 563,360 397,757 961,117 
1848 = - 51,393 382,270 433,663 — _ — 205,050 1,030,394 1,235,444: 493,167 955,734 1,448,901 
1849 = - 51,486 415,485 466,971 — _- — 231,387 1,116,162 1,347,549 695,784 510,415 1,206,149 
1850 = - 53,561 437,101 490,662 — _— — 266,574 1,222,104 1,488,678 729,525 517,431 1,246,956 
1851 = - 49,988 454,353 504,341 — _— — 254,012 1,744,439 1,998,451 777,844 1,028,033 1,805,877 
1852. = - 59,890 476,927 536,817 — — = 246,438 1,395,731 1,642,169 704,293 646,376 1,350,669 
1853 = - 94,429 547,803 642,232 — _ —_ 365,596 3,161,586 3,527,182 818,186 2,443,379 3,261,565* 
1854 = - 90,252 555,714 645,966 _ — _— 417,219 2,180,107 2,597,326 962,572 1,282,716 2,245,288 
1855 - 66,192 568,290 634,482 261,590 331,450 41,442 448,495 1,939,696 2,388,191 1,015,074 959,703 1,974,777 


* The increase in imports and exports during 1853 is chiefly owing to a larger importation of specie than usual. 
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Statistical View of the Progress of Ceylon from the Year 1821 to 1881 inclusive—continued. 


'NOTAEO 


Schools. Batinated Land Sales. 

Area in : ws ; Number Amount 
Year. square Population. | Military. Births. | Marriages.| Deaths. Number of Acres minke Revenue. 

miles. Schools. of "under Extent. |i ncluding 

Scholars.| cultivation. Fees 8 

Ee, A SN ae ee te a a NN eg 
| Acres. Acres. £ £ 

1856 - - 1,697,356 3,623 41,611 14,766 30,730 1,387 23,348 771,170 11,656 22,805 504,174 
1857 - ~ 1,727,964 3,695 44,046 | 15,612 26,681 1,315 23,474 _ 736,026 19,795 37,027 578,028 
1858 - 1,759,528 3,840 45,826 16,440 31,113 | 1,183 | 24,722 Pe 15,752 | 33,425 | 654,961 
1859 - = 1,791,272 | 3,643 43,767 22,022 28,534 1,194 25,254 813,640 23,447 88,589 | 747,037 
1860 - = 1,876,467 3,699 50,663 22,391 37,718 1,269 28,951 927,581 33,660 51,628 | 767,100 
1861 - - 1,919,487 3,290 46,751 18,310 37,480 iit 27,914 810,153 28,329 44,166 | 751,997 
1862 - - 2,079,881 3,138 48,602 19,518 33,652 1,237 25,408 1,567,974 25,302 45,300 759,135 
1863 - = 2,342,098 2,946 48,589 23,581 30,024 920 31,528 1,575,337 32,567 72,811 952,790 
1864 - = 2,051,109 2,981 45,713 18,542 39,997 907 29,065 1,580,078 34,122 76,567 867,728 
1865 - - 2,049,728 2,738 45,056 16,835 30,328 798 26,763 1,651,963 41,150 68,276 978,492 
1866 - * 2,088,027 2,235 48,223 18,921 89,125 698 25,147 1,397,008 45,546 2,021 962,873 
1867 - s g 2,093,777 2,410 42,788 24,433 44,224 874 33,379 1,550,664 44,019 45,257 | 969,936 
1868 - - 5 2,081,395 2,467 55,058 14,346 56,138 716 26,807 1,532,710 24,492 38,514 925,266 
1869 - - a 2,105,288 2,408 54,281 17,205 46,801 915 34,617 1,424,069 35,823 57,964 | 946,495 
1870 - - 2,128,884 2,116 63,111 17,150 40,230 978 41,490 1,526,583 29,560 57,206 1,091,606 
1871 - - 2,405,287 = 68,856 11,178 46,803 1,421 47,068 1,402,556 25,227 61,331 1,121,679 
W7- Figs. of 2 2,617 69,573 9,605 53,337 | 1,302 | 54,650 1,419,459 19,829 | 69,563 | 1,174,698 
1873 - = 2,323,760 1,456 68,605 22,458 46,732 1,424 66,424 $1,253,702 21,656 103,089 1,290,918 
1874 - = 2,418,741 1,365 73,062 23,953 49,754 1,458 66,385 $1,550,901 32,089 100,040 1,241,558 
1875 - = 2,459,542 1,716 67,285 13,837 53,363 1,570 73,020 1,260,230 17,609 59,974 1,354,123 
1876 - - 2,556,777 1,611 73,118 13,690 59,446 1,725 73,789 1,300,445 25,632 104,959 1,375,888 
1877 - = 2,755,557 1,621 49,779* 17,798* 62,124* 1,696 69,463T — 28,543 132,245 1,596,205 
1878 - = 2,606,930 1,458 62,639 12,635 71,211 1,716 77,949 = 30,975 125,167 1,543,821 
4879 - = 2,558,488 1,256 69,226 10,394 58,018 2,095 85,868 2,345,118 26,738 67,969 1,382,688 
1880 - - 2,638,540 1,261 74,517 12,949 49,510 1,901 90,234 2,279,835 31,619 61,111 1,298,355 
1881 - - 2,758,529 1,226 74,794 12,075 75,012 2,041 97,628 2,506,399 26,818 40,749 1,283,108 


457,137 
535,804 


1594,333 


698,268 
3705,440 
4635,230 
5626,654 
738,194 
7§43,292 
8838193 
9917,669 
10997,932 
11974,950 
12881,373 
131,026, 871 
141,064,184 


151,062,993 


16] 176,258 
171,110,180 
18] 220,180 
19) 276, 930 
20] "437,266 
aly; 448,497 
22]; 376, 985 
23], 337, 295 

24]; 268, 743 


* Exclusive of the Western Province. + This does not include the scholars under the Roman Catholic Mission. 

t Exclusive of the estimated average of cultivated land in the district of Kégalla, Western Province. 
1 This is exclusive of an expenditure 8 This is exclusive of an expenditure 14 This is exclusive of an expenditure 
of 40,2567. charged against the surplus | of 28, 1622. ga on balances. of 61,1397. charged against surplus funds 


21 This is exclusive of an expenditure 
of 24,6421. charged against balances. 


revenue of former years. 40,3320. Do. and balances. Do. 30,9452. ‘Do. 
2 Do. 53,8267. Do. 10 Do 96,3982. charged 15 Do. 122,567. Do. 28 Do. 20, O21. charged 
8 Do. 78,4251. Do. against surplus funds 16 Do. 63,7291. Do. against surplus cinds 
4 Do. 19,7597 Do and balances. 7 Do. 55,3002. Do. and balances. 
5 wDo. 3,484 Do. n Do. 79,0217. Do. 18 Do. 168,6742. Do. % Do. 41,7700. Do. 
6 Do. 1207. Do. 12 Do. 79,4811. Do. 19 Do. 84,5662. Do. 
7 Do. 250,0002. Do. 18 Do. 21,4751. Do. 20 Do.  196,7022. Do. 
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Statistical View of the Progress of Ceylon from the Year 1821 to 1881 inclusive—continued. 


Total Tonnage of Shipping entered and cleared. , Imports. Exports. 
Year. From and | From and British, belonging to From the | » th To the To oth : 
to United | to other Total. United The Foreign. United Ben oy ig Total. United | ¢ ead ‘ Total. 
Kingdom. | Countries. > Kingdom. Colonies. Kingdom. Kingdom. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. £ £ £ £ £ £ 
1856 - - 61,988 619,083 681,071 270,560 364,857 45,654 537,934 2,176,631 2,714,565 872,179 791,433 1,663,612 
1857 - - 103,738 {772,825 . 876,563 424,183 385,671 66,709 631,368 2,475,290 3,106,664 1,348,614 1,239,846 2,588,460 
1858 - - 119,669 796,480 916,149 468,495 369,129 78,525 868,094 2,576,795 3,444,889 1,129,553 1,199,238 2,328,791 
1859 = - 76,583 704,809 781,392 373,957 335,564 71,871 938,491 2,535,996 3,474,487 1,434,820 1,089,932 2,524,752 
1860 - - 101,021 689,228 790,249 372,942 356,083 61,224 1,043,052 2,508,187 3,551,239 1,638,994 911,592 2,550,586 
1861 - - 73,866 763,355 837,221 364,640 394,425 78,156 801,491 2,862,259 3,663,750 1,724,740 981,467 2,706,207 
1862 - - 92,911 796,081 888,992 462,295 361,566 65,131 836,319 3,406,820 3 4,243,139 1,703,574 790,546 2,494,120 
1863 - - 125,672 942,642 1,068,314 517,158 - 403,039 148,117 1,011,995 4,421,811 5,433,806 2,407,578 1,179,656 3,587,234 
1864 - - 109,839 960,556 1,070,395 513,153 427,926 129,316 1,651,587 3,875,377 5,526,964 2,015,326 1,096,942 3,112,268 
1865 - - 122,842 1,027,998 1,150,840 605,575 419,041 126,224 904,255 4,117,924 5,022,179 2,420,056 1,145,101 8,565,157 
1866 - - 115,456 1,066,869 1,182,325 578,576 454,352 149,397 1,390,686 3,570,375 4,961,061 2,385,126 1,201,327 3,586,453 
1867 - - 126,754 1,070,011 1,196,765 579,090 476,606 141,069 1,350,312 3,154,027 4,504,339 2,556,188 974,036 8,530,224 
1868 - - 163,999 1,082,615 1,246,614 656,812 414,544 - 175,258 1,264,470 3,138,707 4,403,177 2,793,313 993,409 |: 3,786,722 
1869 - - 112,971 1,100,855 1,218,826 697,987 369,204 146,635 1,175,758 3,459,265 4,635,023 2,652,781 978,284 3,631,065 
1870 - - 154,963 1,268,982 1,423,945 779,777 445,565 198,603 1,531,491 3,102,806 4,634,297 2,907,146 896,585 8,803,731 
1871 - - 268,182 1,370,215 . 1,638,397 775,465 671,800 191,132 1,462,050 3,335,902 4,797,952 2,633,169 1,001,684 3,634,853 
1872 - - 263,369 1,552,818 1,816,187 707,550 870,147 238,490 1,489,359 3,680,165 5,169,524 2,139,690 999,370 3,139,060 
1873 - - 280,140 1,714,254 1,994,394 1,157,848 556,395 280,151 1,534,852 4,039,506 5,574,538 4,056,138 1,383,453 5,439,591 
1874 - - 287,785 1,727,373 2,015,158 1,158,294 536,146 320,718 1,498,956 3,837,163 5,336,119 2,989,237 1,405,190 4,394,427 
1875 - - 361,109 1,855,294 2,216,403 1,292,906 576,550 346,947 1,427,115 3,944,125 5,361,240 3,709,012 1,666,398 5,375,410 
1876 - - 372,097 1,952,427 2,324,524 1,444,278 557,570 322,676 1,642,021 3,920,863 5,562,884 2,979,254 1.530,341 4,509,595 
1877 - - 399,685 2,102,959 2,502,644 1,431,591 724,618 346,435 1,611,738 4,274,232 5,885,970 4,251,279 1,478,772 5,730,051 
1878 - - 361,864 2,198,138 2,560,002 1,627,989 550,161 381,852 1,267,898 3,718,019 4,980,917 3,115,059 1,323,078 4,438,137 
1879 - - 381,772 2,227,959 2,609,731 1,351,135 843,110 > 415,486 1,149,058 3,880,377 5,029,435 3,635,479 1,325,459 4,960,938 
1880 = - 457,029 2,449,739 2,906,768 1,901,139 563,135 442,494 1,497,139 3,516,341 5,013,480 3,250,228 1,492,386 4,742,614 
1881 - - 504,338 | ! 2,565,790 8,070,128 2,087,213 456,532 526,383 1,199,510 3,218,148 4,417,658 2,018,738 1,373,946 3,392,684 


Norse.—The great difference in value of exports for 1873, as compared with 1871 and 1872, arises from_the average value of coffee during 1873 in the local market previous 
to shipment being taken at 4/. 10s. per cwt. for plantation and 4/. per cwt. for native, instead of 2/7. 14s. and 20. as heretofore. 
The money figures from ‘1874 have been converted from rupees to pounds sterling.at 1s. 104d. to the rupee. Prior to 1874 at 2s. to the rupee. 
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HELIGOLAND. 


224 PAPERS RELATING TO 


HELIGOLAND. 


No. 17. 


Governor J. T. N. O’Brien, C.M.G., to the Right Hon. the 
EarRu oF KIMBERLEY. 


(Extract.) Heligoland, March 7. 
The recent census enables me to submit a complete summary of 
vur population which I have classified. 

Ist. Children up to 14, that being the age of confirmation in 
the Lutheran Church, till which period, by the laws of 
the Island, all children are compelled to attend school 
and therefore can perform no work. 

2nd. Adults up to 55, 

3rd, Old people above that age, which age I have fixed, as 
the life of a fisherman is.such that few after that 
period are fit to gain a full livehood by this means. 


— Male. Female. 
Children up to 14 - - - 805 286 
Adults - - - - 468 592 
Old people - - - - 158 192 
931 1,070 


Trade and Occupations. No. Let Lodgings. 
Se oe ee Se ee ee ee ee - 
Officials = - - - - 30 10 
Lodging-house keepers - - 79 -— 
Publicans - - - - 26 14 
Fishermen of all kinds - - 307 24. 
Tradespeople - - - 74 23 
Artizans - - - - 72 14 
Workmen, day labourers - 7 ate 
Servants, domestic - - - 26 — 


When taken from the Danes, the management of local affairs 
was left to a great extent to the people, while all officials were 
salaried by that country. Fishing was then as now one of the 
sources of employment, while wrecking and pilotage and (during 
the French occupation of Germany 1800-13) smuggling brought 
to the Islanders the largest profits, the improvements in navigation, 
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the introduction of steam, and above all, the establishment of 
lighthouses, with later on that especially of fog signals has 
fortunately reduced wrecks to a minimum, while the German 
pilots not only for the reasons given in paragraph 27, can equip 
and go to sea in larger vessels, hence can get more ships, have 
greater facilities afforded them by their fellow countrymen in the 
rivers Kibe and Weser, so that the gains of Heligoland pilots are 
now almost nil. 

It should not be forgotten that of 91 vessels stranded since 
1865 on our shores, 35, and these some of the largest, have been 
English ; that in 1878 (vide Statesman’s Year Book for 1880) the 
aggregate British tonnage entering the two principal adjacent 
German ports (leaving out the iron, coal, or machinery forwarded 
to Wilhelmshaven or the English goods sent to other parts of the 
coast) amounted to as follows :— 


Inward. 
Tons. 

Hamburg - - - - 1,244,768 
Bremen - - - - 181,783 
Total - - 1,462,551 

Outward. 

Tons. 

Hamburg - - - - 767,544 
Bremen - - - - 118,098 
Total - - - 885,642 


or 2,312,193 tons of English shipping exposed to the dangers of 
this Island, such as formerly existed, and which now are most 
fortunately considerably reduced, to the benefit of British shipping 
but to the detriment of the revenue of the Colony. . 

On the other hand I fear retrenchment under the head of 
Public Works to stave off the encroachment of the sea at Sandy 
Island and on the shores of our lower beach can only mean the 
postponement to the detriment of the best interests of the Colony 
of absolutely required works of preservation and of urgent 
repairs. 

A debt of 5,000/. and an annual loss of 200/. though inappre- 
ciable to England is to Heligoland a crushing burden, if however 
the former could be cleared off and the latter restored then by the 
strictest economy the Island might be placed on a satisfactory 
footing, although the want of a harbour must ever prevent the 
possibility of progression. 
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WELIGOLAND. HELIGOLAND. 


No. 18. 


Governor J. T. N. O’Brien, C.M.G., to the Right Hon. the 
Earu or KIMBERLEY. 


My Lorp, Heligoland, March 13, 1882. 

I BEG to forward the Blue Book Returns for 1881, which 
appear to present no sufficient difference from those of previous 
years to need any special comment. 

2. Progression in this smal] Colony at present seems impossible, 
its only industry capable of expansion, fishing, being at a stand- 
still for want of a harbour for boats. 

3. The only occurrence during the year calling for any special 
observation is the failure of the contractor to fulfil his engage- 
ment (a private one) with our fishermen, this, if loss of time be 
included, entailed a loss of some 40,000 marks on the Heligo- 
landers, who may recover 25,000 marks should they succeed before 
the German Courts in getting the security money in deposit in 
Berlin. 

4, The visiting season was a fair one. 

5. Having entered so fully into the position of the Colony in 
my Despatch of the 7th instant,* I have nothing further to add to 
the information contained in these returns. 


I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) J. T. N. O'BRIEN, 
The Earl of Kimberley, Governor. 
&e. &c. 
wei 
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FIJI. 


No. 1. 


Governor the Hon. Sir A. H. Gorpon, G.C.M.G., to the 
Right Hon. the EArt OF KIMBERLEY, 


My Lorp, Mua Levu, Fiji, November 15, 1880. 

I wAvE the honour to enclose for your Lordship’s infor- 
mation the copy of a speech made by me, in view of my approaching 
departure from Fiji, at a meeting of planters and other residents 
in the Colony on the Ist instant. 

2. My main object in this speech was not to recapitulate the 
acts of my own administration, but to smooth the way for my 
successor by pointing out how little real ground there was for 
dissatisfaction with the policy which had been pursued, and how 
in fact it was altogether due, consciously or unconsciously, to a 
misapprehension of a single point,—the rights and position of the 
native race. c 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR GORDON. 
The Right Hon. 
The Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
&e &e. &e. 


ADDRESS DELIVERED BY His ExXcELLENCY THE GOVERNOR TO 
THE MEETING ASSEMBLED AT NASOVA ON MONDAY THE 
1ST INSTANT. 


One of my first acts on assuming the Government of this Colony 
was to request those most concerned in its welfare to meet me 
here. I did so in order to communicate to them personally 
information which it might be of interest to them to receive, to 
express my own views, and to request answers to questions sub- 
mitted by me to their consideration. On several subsequent 
occasions I have done the same. It is therefore only natural that 
I should now seek a similar opportunity publicly to announce my 
approaching departure, and as publicly to express my acknowledg- 
ments to those who have aided me in the discharge of my duties 
here. 

You are all aware that the Queen has been pleased to appoint 
me Governor of New Zealand, and that I shall shortly leave 
Levuka for that Colony. Her Majesty has, at the same time, been 
pleased to direct that I should retain so much of the control of 
affairs in Fiji as distance and my other duties will permit, and I 
shall accordingly, whilst I remain Governor of New Zealand, pay 
an annual visit to this Colony, and still exercise a supervision over 
some important branches of its administration. 

It would not, I think, be consistent with good taste were I at 
this time to recapitulate in detail the legislative measures passed 
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at my instigation, or the steps taken by the Executive Government 
under my direction, to promote the progress of the Colony during 
the last five years; still less to dwell on what has been achieved. 
Were I to do so I could with difficulty escape the charge of seif- 
laudation ; and, indeed, though ic would be affectation to profess 
unconsciousness that much that is useful and important has been 
done, I am still more sensible how very much there yet remains 
to do. I am, moreover, so strongly alive to the fact that I have 
not always borne in mind, as perhaps some others might have done 
in my place, how short the time in which I had to work was, and 
that I have allowed opportunities to escape unused, and moments, all 
of which should have been devoted to the service of the Colony, 
to pass by unheeded, that I cannot be at all inclined to boast. 

It may, however, I think, be permitted to me to point out that 
what were represented by you in 1875 as the six great wants of 
the Colony have all been in a great measure supplied, and that 
the sinister prognostications which the measures of the Government 
have from time to time called forth have in no case been realised. 

Our chief wants at the time of my arrival here were stated, 
and truly stated, to be capital, labour, means of communication 
with the outer world, the establishment of judicial tribunals, the 
foundation of educational institutions, and, above all, an increased 
revenue. 

Although (fortunately, as I think), there has been no sudden 
rush of speculative investors into the Colony, capital has been 
already introduced, to a far larger extent than most people are 
aware, and the results of its introduction will, during the next two 
years, be of a very marked character. 

We have an abundant supply of labour, obtained at a cheaper 
rate than any other free labour in the world. 

Three steamers now ply regularly between this port and those 
of Sydney, Auckland, and Melbourne, while two seagoing steamers 
are employed in interinsular communication, and several small 
ones in private hands keep up a constant communication with 
Suva and the Rewa. 

Our judicial system has been excellently framed, and is adminis- 
tered by a Judge of higher standing and repute than a young 
Colony is often able to obtain. i 

Thanks to Ordinances introduced by that Judge, we have now 
a good public school in Levuka, and have provided for the creation 
of industrial schools for natives in another part of the group. 

The revenue in 1875 was but 16,000/. Last year it exceeded 
67,0G0/., and is estimated for the present year at over 80,0002, 
whilst the Customs revenue during the same period has increased 
from 8,000/. to 22,000/. 

And not only have the wants then felt been met, but progress 
has been made in every direction; progress which renders it 
difficult to recall the actual state of things existing in 1875. We 
now grumble at what we should then have thought a fabulous 
improvement, and it is well we should do so, for such is the 
condition of the law of progress; but it is not the less true that 
familiarity with objects tends to efface the memory of what 
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preceded them, and thus renders it difficult to all, and impossible 
to many, accurately to recall the past. 

So far as any part of this improvement is due to the actions 
and measures of the Government, I need not say that it is not to 
my own unassisted efforts it is to be attributed. Nothing that 
has been done here could have been done at all had I not had 
round me a number of men able and willing to serve the Colony 
and to share my labours. 

Now. in this respect, small colonies usually stand at a great 
disadvantage. They have notin themselves any large store of 
able men among whom to choose, nor have they the means of 
attracting others from interest. I have been most peculiarly 
fortunate both in finding on the spot men of exceptional ability, 
and in drawing around me fellow labourers of whose zeal and 
activity I cannot speak too highly. 

In all that concerns Legislative business 1 owe special thanks 
to the Chief Justice for most efficient aid, not only in the prepara- 
tion and conduct of the numerous Ordinances which have been 
adopted by the Legislature, but also for the authorship of that 
valuable series of enactments for the improvement of different 
branches of the law which have given to our Statute Book a value 
and a character distinctively its own. 

When I turn to Executive Administration I must first repeat 
the acknowledgements I made two years ago, when leaving for 
England, to the ex-King Cakobau. Had he shown any repining 
after his lost power, had he even been sullen and indifferent under 
his altered circumstances, had he listened to the whispers of those— 
whites, alas, not natives,—who have vainly endeavoured to make 
him discontented, the work of the Government might have been 
most seriously embarrassed. But this has never in the slightest 
degree been the case. He has never once, for a moment, varied 
in his cordial confidence and perfect content. I have never 
expressed a wish which he has aot complied with and even been 
eager to anticipate. ‘The whole of his vast influence has been 
invariably exerted in furtherance of the objects of the Govern- 
ment, and his own desires and opinions have at all times been 
freely communicated to me without the least reserve. I say, again, 
my own thanks, the thanks of the colony and those of the Crown, 
are eminently due to the Vunivalu. 

I have every reason to be satisfied with the support and aid I 
have received, with very few exceptions, from all officers of the 
Government, but it is only my duty specially to recognise the 
invaluable assistance I have received from the Colonial Secretary, 
and to acknowledge his great abilities and perfect tact. Political 
prophecies are unsafe, but I cannot think that the Colonial 
Secretaryship of Fiji is the most important post he will fill, or the 
C.M.G., he has so worthily won, the highest distinction he will 
attain. 

Nor can I deny myself the pleasure of publicly acknowledging 
the deep debt of gratitude I owe to the Receiver-General. As 
indefatigable as he is able, ever ready to go anywhere or to do 
anything he is called on to do, working late and early, and bringing 
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to bear on all subjects submitted to him the keenest shrewdness 
and the truest public spirit, I should have felt myself bound to 
him by obligations I am unable to repay, even had he not more 
thoroughly understood and more fully shared than perhaps any 
other man in the Colony my views and objects of public policy. 

I believe that the unremitting and successful efforts of the 
Acting Agent-General of Immigration are appreciated by all the 
community, but I am not so sure that the less conspicuous but 
most useful labours of the Registrar-General are everywhere valued 
as they deserve to be. ‘The Colony is, I think, fortunate to have 
in that position a man so remarkably well fitted for the discharge 
of its duties. 

Of one other head of a department I must say something. I 
mean the Native Commissioner, my sense of the value of whose 
services only increases as I know: better how to appreciate them. 
I have not always agreed with him on all points of native policy, 
but I think it only just to him thus publicly to declare that I now 
perceive that in almost every such instance he was right and I 
was wrong, and that every succeeding month enables me to 
estimate more justly his almost unerring instinct in the conduct 
of all native affairs. He has just been exposed to an ordeal, which 
I trust he will forgive my thus publicly mentioning, for 1 am sure 
it will gain him the sympathy of all honourable and right-minded 
men, and expose the straits to which those who desire to injure 
him are reduced, and the meanness of the devices to which they 
are willing to descend. Some of the busybodies in our midst, 
who, not having much else to do, devote themselves to that 
employment which is proverbially found for idle hands, and spend 
all such half crazed ingenuity as they possess in the invention and 
circulation of tales injurious to the Government, have thought 
fit to write letters to various other colonies, to persons who have 


_had business relations with Mr. Wilkinson, and might be supposed 


to owe him any grudge, such as discharged overseers, former part 
ners, and others, to ask for information as to any facts which might 
serve to prejudice his character. I think he is to be congratulated 
that after twenty years’ residence in the Colony his career should 
present so few assailable incidents that those who desire to under- 
mine his influence and deprive him of his post should be 
compelled to resort, and that unsuccessfully, to means so base, 
if they would fish out of the transactions of so many years some 
incident which might be so distorted as to wear an ugly look. 

To that hardworked and ill-paid body, the magistracy of the 
Colony, I wish to make especial acknowledgments and to express 
my sense of the rare qualifications of Mr. Carew, the Commis- 
sioner in Colo, for the difficult function he performs. Of the 
subordinate members of the Government service it is impossible 
for me to speak more than generally. ‘They have, as a whole, per- 
formed their duties to my satisfaction. Three offices come more 
especially under my notice; the Colonial Secretary’s Office, the 
Lands’ Office, and the Native Office, and I wish to express my 
special sense of the services in them of Mr. Langford, Mr. Cocks, 
and Mr. Gordon. 


HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 7 


I have now made my announcement, and thanked my official 
fellow-labourers, but it would ill-become me were I not also to 
thank the people of Fiji.’ 

The great mass of the people, that is to say, the native popula- 
tion, are, I believe, well aware that I have their interests at heart, 
that they have been safe from high-handed injustice, and might 
trust to the action of the Government. I have had ample oppor- 
tunity for testing the prevalence of this feeling, in spite of 
unremitting and unscrupulous efforts to foment discontent, utterly 
regardless of consequences, so that the desired object of raising 
opposition to the Government is obtained. 

But my thanks are no less due to the great body vi the settlers, 
who have not only at all times treated me with courtesy, which 
I might perhaps anticipate, but have displayed a moderation, 
reasonableness, and good temper for which I had hardly ven- 
tured to look. 

Before I came out here I stated publicly that I had not the 
very smallest hope of obtaining popularity. There are many 
reasons why a Goverror, if he possesses the authority of the 
Governor of a Crown Colony, cannot, if he does his duty, possibly 
be popular, He must offend, turn by turn, many selfish interests. 
He must incur the hate of dismissed and disappointed men. He 
is also pretty sure to make some mistakes, and to suffer from 
their consequences. But, on the whole, I have been surprised 
that a policy which is distasteful to many should notjhave excited 
more personal ill-will. It is true that there are some very few 
persons whose interests have been touched or vanity wounded, 
who having, as I have already said, little else to do, assail me 
with a violence and personality which is peculiar to the politics 
of extremely small societies. But the conduct of these men is 
generally and emphatically disapproved, and, personally, I have 
every reason to be grateful to all those with whom I have held 
intercourse during my stay here; however, it is not the less true 
that towards the policy of the Government the attitude of the 
settlers generally has been one rather of acquiescence than ap- 
proval, and that it is very commonly looked on as unfavourable to 
the interests of colonists, and therefore calling for alteration. 

Laying aside all personal questions, it may be not unprofitable for 
a few moments to consider what are the grounds for such senti- 
ments, and how far there is any justification for their maintenance. 

To some, no doubt, the contemplated establishment of the 
seat of Government at Suva has been a cause of grave offence. 

This is no part of my general policy of government, which 
would be just as easily worked from Levuka as from Suva, and 
which would not be in the least degree affected by the reversal of 
the decision given. It is a matter in which I have no personal 
preference. I could have wished for many reasons that I had 
found myself able to advocate the claims of Levuka. But when 
required to record my opinion, and form a deliberate judgment 
on the relative suitability of the two sites, I could not, as an 
honest man, express any other view than that which facts forced 
me to adopt. 
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So long ago as 1861, General Smythe, in his report upon 
Fiji, pointed out that Levuka owed its existence as a place of 
resort for Europeans to accidental political causes only, and not 
to any natural advantages. He added, that the “locality best 
“ adapted in Fiji for a white settlement” was “ the country round 
‘© the harbour of Suva in Viti Levu, the largest of the islands. 
“ It is rich, level, and well watered. The harbour is perhaps 
‘“‘ the best in the group. It is easy of access, can be entered and 
“* quitted with all the prevailing winds, and has communication 
“ within the reef with a large extent of coast.” Dr. Seeman 
(Mission to Viti), who agreed with General Smythe on hardly 
any other conceivable subject, fully concurred in this opinion. 

On my arrival here in 1875, the locality at which the seat of 
Government was to be established was one of the first questions 
to which, in compliance with Lord Carnarvon’s instructions, my 
attention was directed. I consulted all the authorities on the 
spot most competent to form an opinion, including the late 
Colonel Pratt, then Surveyor General, the three Government 
Medical Officers, Lieut. Dawson, R.N., in charge of the Hydro- 
graphic Survey, and others. I found it to be their unanimous 
opinion that Levuka was altogether unfit for the purpose, and 
that Suva was, on the whole, the locality best suited for it. In 
this opinion everyone, or almost everyone, who has since ap- 
proached the question without previous bias from pecuniary 
interest or local prejudice, has concurred; the only exception, so 
far as I am aware, being that of the late Commodore Goodenough, 
who, though not thinking Levuka at all a suitable place for a 
capital, imagined Suva Bay to be full of shoals and dangers, 
an apprehension which would have been wholly dissipated had 
he lived to see the completion of Lieut. Dawson’s careful survey 
of that harbour. 

The area available for building purposes at Suva is practically 
unlimited, but if we consider it as consisting of the 1,500 acres 
immediately adjoining the ground given to the Crown by 
Messrs. James McEwan and Co., and including that block, we 
shall find that of this tract about 1,200 acres belong to the Crown, 
and that there is an almost indefinite capacity for the further ex- 
tension of the site, whilst at Levuka thirty or forty acres (the 
whole of which, except rather less than an acre, is already private 
property) is the utmost extent which could be built over, and 
that without the possibility of spreading outwards in any direction. 

We shall also find that the site of Suva is a gently rising 
promontory on which streets can easily be laid out, and which 
is swept over by every breeze, from whatever quarter it may 
blow. On the other hand Levuka is walled raund by high 
cliffs of black rock, reflecting the sun, and shutting out all free 
currents of airs, except from the east. If the wind blows from 
the north or west, Levuka is, to use Colonel Pratt’s phrase, 
“ airless.” 

The drainage of Suva will, from the formation of the ground, 
be peculiarly easy, and being commenced on a regular system, 
contemporaneously with the foundation of the town, can be 
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vheaply executed. On the other hand, any attempt to provide for 
the drainage of Levuka presents, as is shown in the reports of 
Colonel Pratt and Dr. McGregor, almost insuperable difficulties, 
and must involve very great expense. 

There was at first somie doubt as to the sufficiency of the water 
supply at Suva. It is now found to be very abundant, and of the 
very best possible quality. It can also be obtained at moderate 
expense. At Levuka a sufficient supply might also be obtained ; 
but it is of less pure quality and the measures necessary to procure 
its safe sturage and accumulation would be of a very costly 
character. 

The harbour of Levuka is inferior to that of Suva, as has bee 
amply shown by Lieutenant Dawson, R.N., who surveyed it, and 
who is now Assistant Hydrographer at the Admiralty. 

The reclamation of lands at Levuka would, according to Colonel 
Pratt (a very competent authority), “be attended with every 
* objection which can exist to such a step.” At Suva it presents 
not the slightest difficulty, and will be probably undertaken both 
by private parties and by the Government should any occasion for 
it arise. 

The expense of erecting buildings for public offices at Levuka 
must be enormous, as every site would have to be purchased at 
exorbitant rates. At Suva plenty of suitable sites are in the 
hands of the Government, and the prices obtained by the sale of 
other lots which it is not desired to retain will go far to cover the 
expenses which may be incurred in building—expenses which, 
it cannot be too often repeated, must equally be incurred, 
whether the seat of Government is fixed at Suva or Levuka. 

The outlay, which, during the next two years, must undoubtedly 
take place somewhere on public offices, would unquestionably 
exceed here any similar expenditure at Suva. If it were deter- 
mined that Levuka should remain the seat of Government, it 
would be at once necessary to obtain land for the construction of 
Government offices,—to lay out streets of, at all events, moderate 
width, and to make provision for drainage. All this would involve 
an immense outlay, as not a building could be erected, or a street 
laid out, or a drain opened, without purchasing the land required 
for the purpose. The cost of the land for Government buildings 
would, of course, under any circumstances have to be paid for by 
the Crown, but it must also be pointed out that no considerable 
portion of the cost of other necessary works at Levuka could be 
defrayed by the inhabitants of the town themselves. They are 
too few in numbers to render it possible to impose such burthens 
on them, and the Colony at large would therefore be heavily taxed 
to meet the demands of half a dozen Levuka landholders. 

At Suva, not only will no expenditure be needed to obtain the 
requisite sites, but the sale of the lots not needed for Govern- 
ment purposes will, I believe, go far to cover the expenditure 
which may be incurred in building, draining, and laying out 
streets. Even if this sanguine expectation be not realised, there 
ean be no doubt whatever that to construct a town here would 
be a far more costly operation, and a far less satisfactory one when 
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completed, than the construction of one at Suva, and that the 
erection of Government offices at a place where the Crown, not 
only possesses land fit for the purpose, but much more land also, 
by the sale of which it can defray the expenses of building, must 
be a cheaper course than their erection at a place where the 
ground would have to be purchased at a great cost, and where the 
Government cannot obtain a penny by the sale of land, since it 
does not possess any. 

The fear that the establishment of the capital at Suva will 
prove a greater source of expense than its establishment here may, 
therefore, be dismissed as altogether groundless, and indeed the 
exact opposite of fact. 

Nor, though it will certainly cheek any rapid further 
ment of Levuka, do I think that the establishment of the Govern- 
ment offices at Suva will be attended by any material retrogression 
here. Until a port is opened at Savu Savu, which (and not Suva) 
is the really dangerous rival of Levuka, this place will remain the 
commercial centre of the eastern and northern portions of the 
group, and it is intended that sittings of the Supreme Court 
should continue to be held and Treasury payments continue to be 
made here, as well as at Suva. 

Again, there has been a not unnatural disappointment among 
those whose claims to land have been disallowed, which has raised 
on their part feelings hostile to the Government. I have so 
recently and at such length discussed the mode in which land 
claims are dealt with that I will say nothing now on this head 
beyond repeating that unless it was desired that all claims sent in 
should be at once admitted, because they were made, and simply 
registered without investigation as to their merits or their justice, 
—(which for aught I know may be the wish of some people, and 
indeed seems to be sv),—I cannot conceive an investigation carried 
out ina more liberal or indulgent spirit than has been that into 
the Land Titles of the Colony. 

In other quarters it has been sought to create an impression 
that the Government has obstructed planters in obtaining labour. 
But this conclusion is one that has no sound premises to support it. 

As regards the introduction of Polynesian labour nothing could 
have been more successful than the operations of the Government. 

Since the lst of January of this year up to the present date 
2,040 immigrants have arrived in the Colony. Six vessels are 
still out. They are expected to return during the current month 
and to bring about 500 men. 

Every requisition for Polynesian labour sent in for this year,— 
both of the original applications and the supplementary ones 
since made,—has been already met, and all the immigrants still 
expected to arrive must be employed by Government. The num- 
ber of Polynesian immigrant labourers in the group will, before 
the end of the year, exceed 6,000. Of these over three hundred, 
whose term of service expired during the year, have renewed 
their engagements. 

As regards Coolie labourers, whose introduction was so much 
deprecated, I may say that nearly all have now been engaged by 
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planters, and demands have been made to know when I intend to 
send for more. The Colonial Sugar Company which has just 
undertaken works on so large a scale is particularly anxious in 
pressing this point, and its officers, who have had experience 
which enables them properly to appreciate the value of Coolie 
labour, are sayacious enough to perceive that, whatever the present 
supply from Polynesia, it is to India that we must in the not 
remote future look as the source from which we are to derive the 
requisite amount of industrial immigration. 

As regards Fijian labour, I have also a few words to say. One 
of the chief complaints made by those who are dissatisfied with 
the existing administration of affairs in Fiji is that undue restric- 
tions have been imposed upon the engagement of labour, and 
upon employers seeking to obtain it. 

The assertion, therefore, that upon the engagement and employ- 
ment of labour, as it is understood in Europe and America, there 
is, in Fiji, absolutely no restriction whatsoever, may startle some 
persons. It may be deemed the enunciation of a paradox, or ani 
evasive paltering with the ordinary senseof words, yet it is but 
the plain statement of a simple fact. 

There is nothing whatever to prevent the hiring of a servant or 
labourer in any part of fiji, or his continuing in the service 
of his employer for an unlimited time, if (as in Europe, or America) 
he is also free to leave such service after giving due warning. 

It is only with regard to contracts of service for long periods,— 
contracts,—any breach of which has, by law, been made not a civil 
but a criminal offence,—and which surrender for the time the 
liberty of the servant entirely into the hands of his master,—that 
any restrictive legislation has been resorted to. 

And where the employer and employed are residents in the 
same island or province, the restriction imposed is one of the very 
slightest description, consisting only in an obligation to enter 
into the engagement before the magistrate of the district. 

In the case of labourers recruited from another island or pro- 
vince, the checks on abuse, as is obviously necessary, are some- 
what greater. 

In these cases, the engagement must be entered into before 
the magistrate of the district; and if the hirer be not himself a 
planter or manager, he must be a person licensed by the Govern- 
ment to recruit labour, and must possess authority from some 
planter or planters to engage a specified number of men on his 
or their behalf. The labourer engaging must also pay to the 
community he leaves 1/. in commutation of the loss that commu- 
nity suffers through his absence, when making up the tax at 
which it has already been assessed for the year. It has also been 
sought to prevent bribes being taken by chiets for the supply of 
the services of their dependents, (or in other words their sale), 
and the conveyance of the recruited labourers on long voyages, 
in unsafe and overcrowded boats, is prohibited. 

It seems hardly necessary to defend these provisions. 

I have so lately dealt at length with the subject of Native 
taxation, and so fully answered the objections made to that 


245 


246 


12 PAPERS RELATING TO 


scheme, that on the general question I will say nothing except 

this:—that no doubt its working has diminished the gains—the 

too often illegitimate gains—of some small traders, and that it is 

therefore not wonderful that it should be unpopular among. 
them. But an attempt has lately been made to show that the 

produce of the Colony is falling off under the influence of this 

system and that the consumption by natives of articles of import 

has also diminished through the same cause. 

An accusation founded on the quiet assumption of the enor- 
mous blunder that the produce of the Colony in any one year 
and its exports during the same period are convertible terms— 
one and the same thing in fact—is not likely to carry any great 
weight or do any great damage, when carefully examined ; but as 
it has been made by the President of the Chamber of Commerce, 
and, to some extent, I believe, endorsed by the gentlemen who 
form that Chamber, it may deserve a little more serious notice 
than would otherwise be the case. It is no doubt the fact that 
the value of the produce actually exported in 1879 was less than 
that of the exports of 1878. But the value of the produce 
actually raised in 1879, on the other hand, considerably exceeded 
that of the preceding year. 

Owing to the derangement in the affairs of the firm of Godde- 
froy and Co., their agent in Fiji (who was the chief contractor for 
«“ Native tax produce”) was disappointed by the non-arrival of 
vessels, and when the year closed he had in consequence an ex- 
tremely large quantity of produce lying in store, Beyond what 
was held by this firm also, it is a certain fact that at the end of 
1879 every store, hulk, and available place in Levuka was full of 
produce awaiting shipment. I may also add, in reference to a 
remark that shipping might also have been equally scarce in the 
previous year, that the reverse was the case, At the end of 1878, 
owing to the facility for shipment then presenting itself, the ware- 
houses of Levuka were empty, No Jess than 80,000/, worth of 
produce was exported during the last quarter of that year, 

The year 1879, therefore, in the matter of export suffered at 
both ends. There was no balance to carry forward from 1878, 
while a very large one was carried from it into 1880. 

A comparison of the first quarter’s exports during the years 
from 1876 to 1880 will represent more clearly the state of 
affairs. 


Exrorts.—First quarter of. 


It is evident, therefore, that quite 30,0002. worth of produce 
more than usual was exported in the first quarter of this year, and 
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admitting that one fourth of this amount, or 7,5001, should be 
deducted as representing the value of produce imported for re- 
exportation, even then, unless the accidental circumstance above 
stated is taken advantage of for the purpose of misrepresenting 
the progress of the Colony, the sum of 22,500/. must, for the 
purpose of fair comparison, be added to the 132,513/. given in 
the official returns, and the value of Colonial exports for 1879 
assumed at not less than 155,013/. 

Taking the total value of exports and imports for the four 
years, 1876-1879, as the criterion of our commercial progress, we 
find that during this brief period the imports have increased 
47,4061. 18s. 2d. and the exports 88,080/. 7s. 9d. Thus :— 


1876. 1877. 1878. | 1879. 
£ Pe | £ a ai £ Bd £ Sad: 
Imports -} 94,805 138 8 |1382,985 12 5 | 186,607 15 1 | 142,212 11 5 
Exports -1113,459 O 3 | 140,893 11 0 192,165 8 0O/|191,540 8 Oo 
5: as ———| eS ee ae ee 
Total - | 208,264 18 6 |273,879 3 5 328,773 8 1 |383,752 19 5 


But misled by the strange fallacy that production and expor- 
tation are convertible terms, it has been sought to show that “ the 
“* only conclusion to be arrived at is that the quantity of produce 
‘© raised in 1879 was much less than it ought to have been; ” 
and, adds the critic, “it is curious to notice that the greatest 
** increase occurred in the first year after annexation, and that 
“since then the increase has been diminishing year by year,” and 
he then states, without any attempt at proof, that as the number 
of European planters has increased, the quantity of produce raised 
by them has also increased, and that the decrease in exports must 
have occurred in what the Fijian natives themselves produce. 

This reference to the “curious” increase of exports in the 
first year of the annexation must, I think, be really meant to re- 
late to the first year after the proclamation of the Royal Charter 
creating the Islands into a British Colony—namely, 1876, and not 
1875, which the words would strictly designate. It is the first 
year in which a very appreciable increase actually took place. 
but in the following year—1877—the increase was still larger, so 
the statement is no way correct. 

In touching, however, on the subject of the proportional in- 
crease of exports from the Colony, an admirable proof has most 
unintentionally been furnished of the beneficent effects of the 
just and sensible measure which it is sought to condemn without 
understanding it. For it is easy to show that the growth of pro- 
duce under that system has not only in no way decreased, but, on 
the contrary, has increased, and that the proportions in the rate 
of such increase have the closest resemblance to, and a manifest 
bearing upon, the rates of annual increase of the total exports of 
the Colony. 
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The value of produce raised by natives disposed of by Govern- 
ment in connection with the Native Tax Scheme is as follows :—- 


Year. Value. Increase. Per Cent. 
£ £ £ 
1876 - - - 8,685 — — 
1877 - - - 17,584 . 8,899 102 
1878 - - - 20,888 3,004 18 
1879 - - - 25,552 4,664 22 


As the amount at which the natives were assessed was more 
closely reached, the annual increments in the amount of their 
production for this purpose necessarily became smaller. You will 
at once perceive that the greatest development of native 
production consequent upon the Native Taxation Scheme oc- 
curred in the year 1877, the year when, as has been so care- 
fully pointed out, the gross exports of the Colony were increased 
at the rate of 41 per cent., and that the subsequent percen- 
tages bear a close relation to those of general exports. No- 
thing could more conclusively show the intimate connection 
between the value of native productions so misrepresented 
and depreciated and the gross value of the export trade of the 
Colony than the comparison thus invited. At the same time, 
I am prepared to admit that unless the Legislative Council should 
resolve that the taxes of the natives be increased annually 10 or 
20 per cent. (which I trust they will never dream of doing), and 
the natives can bear the increased strain so placed upon them, 
the export trade of the Colony cannot advance with the “leaps 
and bounds” of the last few years. 

Referring to imports, a lament has been raised that the annual 
rate of increase has not been regularly sustained, and that while 
the import of articles mostly consumed by Europeans has 
increased regularly every year, the merchandize used by natives 
has “sadly ” decreased in quantity. For example, it is said “the 
“ drapery imported in 1876 was valued at 28,902/., and in 1877 at 
«* 45,1991.—this was an increase of nearly 60 per cent. In 1878 
‘‘ the importation of drapery was only 34,6451, whilst in 1879 
“ it was still less, being 32,4307. Another item of native con- 
“ sumption is hardware. ‘This shows a decrease of about 9 per 
* cent. last year.” 

The imports of 1879 here spoken of are those of Levuka alone, 
and no mention is here made of the fact that the imports of 
drapery at the port of Suva have increased as follows :—1876, 
868/1.; 1877, 8921; 1878, 2,9112; 1879, 3,654, 

The value of imported drapery in 1879 was not therefore 
32,430/., but 36,084/., or comparing the total value of drapery 
imported at both ports during the year 1878-79, a decrease of a 
little over one thousand instead of somewhat over two thousand 
pounds, a decrease which might at any time be caused by the 
closing of a single stere or a depreciation in the credit of even one 
importer, 
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Now these facts were either known to the President of the 
Chamber of Commerce, or they were not. If they were not 
known to him, I must be permitted to express my surpr. e that 
the Chamber should have placed at its bead a man so ill acquainted 
with the most notorious business transactions of the last few years. 
If he was acquainted with them, I do not hesitate to say that he 
was bound to have stated them. 

But the abnormal imports of 1876-77 are accounted for by 
facts which I will proceed to explain. 

At the date of the cession of these Islands there were in the 
group no fewer than 5,800 Polynesian labourers. Of these people 
great numbers, though their term of service had expired, were 
wholly unpaid and left unable to return to their homes in conse- 
quence of the insolvency or poverty of their employers. Eventually 
in the course of 1876-1877 a large proportion of them were paid 
off and returned to their homes by the Crown, whilst some, atter 
being paid, re-engaged with more solvent settlers, others had still 
to complete their term of service. 

Thus, owing to one reason and another, which made dealing 
with an abnormal and most objectionable state of affairs delicate and 
difficult, it was not until 1876 and the following year that the 
great mass of these people were paid by the Government, and an 
accidental stimulus in consequence given to trade. 

The payment of Polynesian labourers is always made in merchan- 
dise, and the experience of the Immigration Department during 
the last six years shows that seventy-five per cent. of such payments 
is taken in drapery and twenty-five per cent. in hardware and 
trifles. 

Now the number of labourers paid off in this manner was as 
follows :— 


Year 1876 - 1,829 natives paid off 
Mi eee ty ger ; 
Sf RGTS hk #00b/ a} gal eae, 
3 1878 only 345 $ 


The following statement would represent in round figures the 
business represented by these payments :— 


Year. Drapery. Hardware. | Total. 

£& £ £ 
1876 - - 12,345 4,115 16,460 
1877 “ - - 8,157 2,715 10,872 
1878 - : - 3,368 1,122 4,490 
1879 = - - 2,328 776 3,104 


— 


From these calculations and facts it will be seen that the great 
demand for drapery in the years 1876 and 1877 was an exceptional 
and accidental one, patent to any person of common mercantile 
intelligence, and that arguments, based upon a trifling decline in 


the imports of Levuka in 1879, are utterly fallacious and illusory. 


as applied to the system of native taxation. These remarks are as 
applicable to hardware as tv drapery. So that, in fact, if the 
payments of labour crowded into the years 1876 and 1877 be 
deducted, there has been, not only no decrease, but a very large 
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increase in the amounts imported for general consumption, That 
the consumption of imported articles by the natives is rapidly 
augmenting is a fact which admits of no dispute whatever. I 
cannot close my remarks on this topic without expressing my very 
grave censure, which I am sure you will endorse, of the manipula- 
tion of commercial statistics for political purposes, regardless of 
the injury which may be done to the Colony beyond its bounds by 
gloomy representations, if only some discredit can be thereby 
thrown on the Executive Government. The accounts of the 
Colony should not be dealt with in a manner superficial or disingen- 
uous, and which, were the mercantile transactions of a private firm 
the object of investigation, would entail the gravest reprobation. 

But no doubt that which is at the root of all other dissatisfaction 
—that which intensifies every grievance and complaint on other 
subjects, and causes even what would otherwise be approved of to 
be regarded with hesitation and distrust—is the idea, more or less 
strongly felt, that the Government is not sufficiently active in the 
promotion and protection of the interests of white settlers, and 
regards the native population with too favourable an eye. Now, 
on this point it is well that there should be no illusion. It should 
always be remembered that this is emphatically not a white man’s 
Colony, that the circumstances of its cession and existing facts 
alike forbid it being so. This is no conquest taken by the sword. 
This is no empty land just peopled by settlers of our own race. 
The Queen reigns here by virtue of a voluntary cession of their 
rights to her by the native rulers and owners of these Islands—a 
cession made, among other reasons, expressly for this: that those 
who ceded might be shielded from encroachment on the part of 
settlers which they felt’ themselves otherwise unable to resist; and 
it was with a full understanding of this, and with a determination 
to fulfil the obligations it imposed, that the Queen accepted the 
gift. With a population of more than 50 natives to one white— 
with vast masses of landed property in the hands of native proprie- 
tors—-with a vigorous and powerful organization of native self- 
government in full operation—it is idle to think that the interests 
of some few hundred settlers are alone to be thought of, and not 
also those of the people of the land. 

But there is nothing more difficult to overcome than the subtle 
and, unhappily, but tvo pernicious influences which contact 
between two races of different degrees of civilization, and different 
shades of colour, never fails to produce. Settlers in Fiji are nei- 
ther better nor worse than Englishmen in similar positions in 
other parts of the world. “It is a terrible business,”—wrote 
Lord Elgin from Calcutta,—‘ It is a terrible business, this living 
“among inferior races. I have seldom, from man or woman, 
“ since | came to the East, heard a sentence which was recon- 
« cilable with the hypothesis that Christianity had come into the 
« world. Detestation, contempt, ferocity,” were what reached 
his ear. So wrote a shrewd, keen, practical politician who was 
certainly no sentimentalist, and as certainly moved by no 
mawkish philanthropy. So he described the tone of a society 
which, it can be no offence to say, must contain more able and 
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highly educated men then that of Fiji, towards a people whose 
ancient institutions, education, and wealth place them far above 
Fijian natives. 

Do not think I bring any charge against our settlers—quite 
the reverse. They are not worse than others, but it would be 
unreasonable to expect from them a much higher tone than pre- 
vails elsewhere, and the feelings to the existence of which in 
India Lord Elgin bears witness, and which, in the north of 
Australia, have it is said—I know not how truly—led to a state 
of things, the existence of which, in a British colony, it is hard to 
credit, but which is apparently unrebuked by public opinion, are 
not unknown here. I do not so much speak of the commission of 
active wrong, which is, I hope rare, as of the habitual tone of 
mind which finds it honestly impossible to conceive that in any 
way the native and the white can be placed on an equality. And 
the existence of such a tone renders greater evils easily possible. 
In this very room, when it was used for different purposes, a 
member of the old Fijian Parliament---if the newspaper reports 
of the debates of that day may be trusted—enunciated the doc- 
trine, apparently approved by those around him, that even the 
highest chiefs, including Cakobau himself, were all “ only niggers, 
who ought all to be working on a white man’s plantation.” On 
my arrival I was congratulated by one man on the number of 
natives the measles had swept off, and was consulted by another, 
in all seriousness, whether it was lawful for him to shoot natives 
who trespassed on his property, or what he assumed to be such. 
True, such things are not said to me now, and, though of course 
I am less likely now to be the confidant of such sentiments, I 
honestly believe the general tone of the community would reprove 
them. At the same time I must confess that during the Colo 
war I had ample experience that no little ferocity of feeling 
towards the natives continued to exist. But the prejudices of 
race are shown everywhere. ‘They are shown in the unwilling- 
ness openly expressed that they should acquire mechanical arts, 
by a knowledge of which they might come into competition with 
white labour ; in other words, men prefer to pay the high prices, 
and incur the inconvenient delays which are incident to the 
presence of a very small number of men trained to mechanical 
arts, rather than open to a native a field of industry which might 
place him on a level of competition with a white artizan. They 
are shown in the disinclination felt to admit natives of high rank, 
with the education, the manners, and the ideas of English gentle- 
men, to those social privileges which they may justly claim. They 
have been specially shown, in a recent case which owed wholly 
to the colour element the feeling it has aroused, and which, as it 
has excited notice elsewhere, I may as well notice here: —I mean 
the case of Mr. Chippendall. 

Stripped of the irrelevant additions which the story has received 
from mendacious malignity, the case is this. Information, sup- 
ported by a large mass of evidence, is received by the police to 
the effect that a labourer has received from his employer injuries, 
of the effects of which he died, and that the dead man has been 
buried surreptitiously and without the report required by law. 
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The police, as is their clear duty, lay this information before the 
Stipendiary Magistrate. The Magistrate, after hearing the 
evidence, commits the accused for trial, as on the evidence before 
him he was manifestly bound to do. On the trial the accused is 
acquitted. Meanwhile, the greatest indignation is expressed at the 
committal on such a charge of a member of the “‘ dominant race.” 

Now make one slight alteration in the case. I will not say 
suppose a planter had died a few days after receiving a kick from 
a native, for we all know what sort of a sensation such an event 
would have excited, but suppose a planter had kicked one of his 
white servants,—his engineer or overseer,—that the man had died 
a few days later, and had been buried as this man was. Suppose 
the very same information that death had been caused by the kick, 
supported by the very same evidence, had been given to the police, 
will it be pretended for one moment that an inquiry before the 
Magistrate would not have been held as a matter of course, or 
that, on such evidence as that adduced, a committal would not 
have taken place ? 

No one can doubt this. No one can doubt that there would 
have been an indignant outcry that justice was being evaded, had 
it been otherwise. If this would have been the case had both 
parties been whites, why is the case to be different because one of 
them is friendless and a stranger, of a different colour, and an 
inferior race? 

Do not deceive yourselves. You will never get the British 
Government to share what I may call the colour-blindness to 
which settlers are liable; nor will you ever have a Governor who 
will adopt the views to which I refer. The degree in which he 
may be influenced by the pressure round him will of course vary 
with the individual. 

The temptations to yield to such pressure are very great. Do 
you think I do not know them? Do you think I have never felt 
them? Do you think I am not aware how very easy it would be 
to secure popularity, or that I am insensible of its pleasantness ? 
There is something in every man’s heart which prompts him to do 
that which it is pleasant and profitable and easy to do. It is only a 
few compliances, only a little pressure to procure labour, only a 
relaxation of strict scrutiny into land claims, only an acquiescence 
in a disregard of the position of those who have no newspapers to 
advocate their cause, no members of Parliament to air their griey- 
ances, but whose murmurs would pass unheard and might be 
safely disregarded. And why dol not pay attention to such 
whispers? It is simply because I dare not. I have a trust 
committed to me, and that trust I must discharge. 

It will be an evil day, not only for the native race but for the 
whole Colony, should the weakness of listening to such seductive 
promptings ever be indulged in by those in power, for, depend 
upon it, the alienation of the native race would ensure a long 
course of trouble, difficulty, and disaster. In all other directions 
I see nothing but what is bright. Of the sound and steady 
progress of the Colony to a position of greatness as yet little 
dreamed of, I feel well assured. This, and this only, is as a cloud 
in the horizon, and it is one which is, I trust, in a fair way to be 
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dissipated. I should not, however, discharge my duty to you, did 
I not as my last word repeat the solemn warning I gave when 
about to leave for England two years ago—that by natural causes 
and by natural laws, which were God’s instruments, every wrong 
done by a people brought about its own sure, however tardy, 
punishinent. 

And now it only remains to me to say farewell. 

Fiji has worked itself into my very life far more closely 
than any other Colony I ever governed, and although I rejoice 
that my connexion with it will still remain close and intimate, it 
is very painful to me to think that it will be no longer my 
permanent residence. May the blessing of God rest upon it and 
upon you. It tranquillizes all human anxieties to remember that 
His overruling hand guides all things, and that infinite wisdom 
resides serene above our petty strife.—‘* The Lord is King, be the 
people never so impatient. He sitteth between the cherubim, be 
the earth never so unquiet.” 


VICTORIA. 


No. 2. 
Governor the Marquis or Normansy to the Right Hon. the 
EARL OF KIMBERLEY. 
Government House, Melbourne, 
My Lorp, November 30, 1882. 
] nAve the honour to enclose to your Lordship a Digest 
of the Statistics of the Colony for the year 1881. 


I have, &e. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) NorMANBY. 
The Karl of Kimberley, 
&e. &e. 


Digest of the Sratistics of Vicrorta, 1881. 
Introductory Remarks. 


VICTORIA. 


—— 


1. It is believed that the first Europeans who ever sighted piscovery of 
any portion of the land now embraced within the limits of the Victoria. 


Colony of Victoria were Captain James Cook, of the Royal 
Navy, and the crew of His Majesty’s ship Endeavour. This 
vessel had been sent to Tahiti to observe the transit of Venus 
over the sun’s disc, and Cook, who was in command, having 
accomplished that object, and having also made a survey of New 
Zealand, continued his course westward, in order to explore the 
eastern coast of “Terra Australis Incognita.” He made the 
land on the 19th April 1770, and estimated a prominent point— 
which he named after the first discoverer, Lieutenant Hicks, one of 
the officers of his vessel—to be in latitude 38° south, longitude 
211° 7’ west (148° 53’ east). Cook, however, did not attempt 
to land, or even to approach near the shore, but passed on to 
other discoveries. It may be observed that Point Hicks appears 
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Vicrorta. to be identical with the present Cape Everard, in Gippsland, 
As situated about midway between Cape Howe and the mouth of the 
Snowy River.* 
First partyto 2. About the middle of February 1797, a ship called the Sydney 
gs Cove, whilst on a voyage from India to New South Wales, was 
wrecked at Furneaux Islands, in Bass’s Straits. Mr. Clarke the 
supercargo, the chief mate, and fifteen men, endeavoured to reach 
Sydney in the launch, but were driven on shore somewhere to 
the south of Cape Howe, and therefore on the coast of Victoria. 
They started off by land for Sydney, but three only, viz., 
Mr. Clarke, an English sailor, and a Lascar, reached it alive. 
Clarke and his party were probably the first Europeans who ever 
set foot upon the Victorian shore. 
Karly attempts 3, The first attempt to colonize the district was made by an ex- 
av colonization: » edition under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel David Collins, 
a marine officer, who had previously held the post of Judge 
Advocate in Sydney. The party, which consisted of 307 convicts, 
with a guard of soldiers and a few civilians, making in all 
402 persons, set sail from Portsmouth on the 26th April 1803, in 
two ships, which arrived at Port Phillip on the 7th and 11th 
October of the same year. They, however, remained only about 
three months, and then abandoned the territory as unfit for the 
residence of civilized man. A second attempt was made to found 
a convict establishment in the beginning of 1826, the site of the 
settlement being Western Port, and the commander of the 
expedition Captain Wetherall. As, however, the place chosen 
was altogether unsuitable, and moreover the expense was objected 
to by the British Government, orders were soon given to remove 
to Sydney, which was accordingly done. Thus on a second 
occasion the territory was abandoned. 

Foe 4. The first permanent settlement was at Portland Bay, situated 
ement of P : ° 
the district, near the western extremity of the Colony, the pioneer being 
Mr. Edward Henty, who landed there from Tasmania, then called 
Van Diemen’s Land, with a few followers, on the 19th November 
1834, and soon began to till the soil, to ran and breed stock, and 
to carry on whaling operations, In the following year two parties, 
also from Tasmania, established themselves at Port Phillip. The 
leader of the first party was John Batmar, who landed on the 
29th May 1835 at Indented Heads, about twelve miles from the 
entrance to Port Phillip; and the leader of the second was 
John Pascoe Fawkner, who landed on the 18th October 1835, 
having previously despatched a vessel which arrived on the 
28th August. These three parties may be said to have paved 
the way to the successful colonization of the territory now called 

Victoria. 
Statistics, 1881. 

Census of 1881. 5 A census of Victoria was taken on the 3rd April 1881, that 
being the date on which the census was also taken in the United 
Kingdom, in the other Australasian colonies, and in most other 
portions of the British Empire. 


* The latitude of Cape Everard, according to the latest computations, is 
37° 49’ S., and the longitude 149° 17’ E. 
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6. According to the Victorian census the total population of — Vicrorta. 
the Colony was as follows :— 


ee 


Males - - - - 452,083 hae 
Females - - = = 410,263 
Total - - 862,346 


7. The previous census was taken on the 2nd April 1871, when Population, 
the population returned was 731,528, viz., 401,050 males and 1871 and 1881. 
330,478 females. The increase during the intervening decenniad 
was thus 130,818, viz., 51,033 males and 79,785 females. 

8. The census of 1881 showed that the sexes in Victoria had Proportions of 
attained a nearer approach to uniformity than had been reached ‘he 8°*¢: 
at any previous period in the history of the Colony, or than had 
been anticipated. ‘The proportions were 90°75 females to 100 
males, or 110°19 males to 100 females. In 1871 females were in 
the proportion of 84:4 to 100 males, and in 1861 of 64:4 to 100 

9. The population returned at the recent census furnishes a Density of 
proportion of nearly 10 (9°8) persons to the square mile, or 98 Population. 


persons to 10 square miles. In 1871 the proportion was 8°3 


persons, and in 1861 it was 6°1 persons to the square mile. 

10. In 1881 the inhabited dwellings were in the proportion of Density of 
nearly two (1:9) to the square mile, or 19 to 10 square miles, house 
The inhabited dwellings in 1871 were in the proportion of 17 
and in 1861 of 15 to 10 square miles. 

11. The number of persons to the inhabited dwelling is greater Persons to a 
than it was formerly. The average in 1881 was 5:06, or 506 @™@ling. 
persons to every 100 such dwellings. In 1871 the proportion 
was no more than 486, and in 1861 only 417 persons to every 100 
inhabited dwellings. 

12. In the following table a comparison is drawn between the Birth places, 
numbers of several nationalities as returned at the censuses of 1871 and 1881. 


1871 and 1881 :— 
Birthplaces of the People, 1871 and 188]. 


Increase or Proportions per 
pee oe Decrease in Ten | cent. of the Total 
é ; Years.* Population. 
Birthplaces. 
Nu- Cen- 
1871. 1881. _ | Snerical. tesimal, 1871. 1881. 


Victoria - - - - 329,597 499,199 169,602 51°46 45°06 57°89 
Other Australasian Colonies - 28,687 39,861 11,174 38°95 3°92 4°62 
England and Wales = - 170,901 147,453 | —23,448 —13'°72 23°36 17°10 
Scotland - - - - 56,210 48,153 —8,057 —14°33 7°68 5°58 
Treland - - - - 100,468 86,733 | —138,735 —13°67 13°73 10°06 
Other British Possessions - 8,368 10,148 1,780 21°27 1°15 1748 
Germany - = = . 8,995 8,571 —424| —4°71 1°28 “99 
The United States - - 2,423 2,343 —80 —3°30 *33 °27 
Chinat - - - - 17,857 11,799 —6,058 —33°93 2°44 1°37 
Other Countries - - - 8,022 8,086 64 80 1°10 94 

Total population - 731,528 862,346 130,818 17°88 100°00 100°00 

ee a Si eae ee SS ee 

British subjects - - - 694,231 831,547 187,316 19°78 94°90 96°43 
Foreign subjects - - - 37,297 30,799 —6,498 | —17°42 5°10 3°57 


* In cases where a diminution has taken place the minus sign (—) is prefixed to the figures. 
+The numbers in this line do not include 78 persons in 1871, and 329 in 1881, returned as of the 


Chinese race, but not born in China. z 
13. The first grand division of the inhabitants of Victoria, British and 


. . e ; . . ad . e Forei 
according to their birthplaces, is into British and Foreign subjects. sabe 
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The table shows that the former amounted in 1881 to nearly 964 
per cent. and the latter to about 3} per cent. of the population ; 
also that in the decenniad intervening between the last two 
censuses, while British subjects increased by nearly a fifth, 
Foreign subjects decreased by more than a sixth. 

14, The recent census is the first at which persons of Victorian 
birth amounted to more than half the population. Combining 
these with natives of the other Australasian colonies, the propor- 
tion to the total population is nearly two-thirds. 

15. In the interval between the censuses, the English, Scotch, 
Irish, Germans, Americans, and Chinese, embraced in the popu- 
lation, diminished in numbers, but the natives of Australia in- 
creased 50 per cent. 

16. No nationality decreased to the same extent as the Chinese, 
the falling off being more than a third. Next the Chinese, the 
Scotch show the largest falling off, the numbers in 1881 being a 
seventh less than in 1871. 

17. The attractiveness of Victoria to the natives of the other 
Australasian colonies is instanced by the fact that they increased 
by 39 per cent., whilst the increase of the total population was 
under 18 per cent. It may be mentioned that the natives of each 
individual colony of the group resident in Victoria increased in a 
faster ratio than the population of the latter, the proportionate 
increase of those of New Zealand being 86 per cent., of Queens- 
land 69 per cent., of South Australia 44 per cent., of Western 
Australia 29 per cent., of Tasmania 28 per cent., and of New 
South Wales over 18 per cent. 

18. The numbers of different religious beliefs at the censuses of 
1871 and 1881 are compared in the following table :— 


Religions of the People, 1871 and 1881. 


Increase or Proportions pe 


wumabee Decrease in Ten cent. of the Total 
ee Saat r Years.* Population. 
Religious Denominations. 
Nu- Cen- 
1871. TS8L. | caaeienl.| tannials 1871. 1881. 
Church of Englandt - - 257,835 311,291 53,456 20°74 36°01 36°74 
Presbyterians - - - 112,983 132,591 19,608 17°44 15°78 15°64 
Methodists - - - 90,026 108,393 18,367 20°40 12°57 12°79 
Independents - - - 18,191 19,87 1,687 9°27 2°54 2°35 
Baptists - - - - 16,311 20,373 4,062 24°90 2°28 2°40 
Bible Christians - - - 4,194 6,660 2,466 58°80 *E9 °79 
Disciples of Christ, Christians - 3,540 4,859 1,319 37°26 *49 *BT 
Lutherans - - - - 10,559 11,149 590 5°59 1°47 1°32 
Calvinists - - - - 1,432 712 —720 | —650°28 20 “08 
Christian Brethren - - 198 648 455 235°75 03 “08 
Unitarians - - - 1,016 942 —74 —7°28 "14 “11 
Other Protestants - - 1,046 896 —150 | —14°34 “15 gel 
Roman Catholicest - - 170,620 203,480 82,860 19°26 23°83 24°01 
Spiritualists - - - 171 853 682 898 °83 “02 “10 
Jews - - - - 3,571 4,330 759 21°25 “50 “bl 
Pagans - - - - 17,650 11,159 —6,491 | —386°78 2°47 1°32 
Other Sects - - - 1,778 1,491. —287 —16°14 *25 “1S 
No Denomination - - 2,737 4,979 2,242 81°91 38 "59 
No Religion - - - 2,150 2,607 457 21°26 “30 "31 
Total specified - - - 716,003 847,291 131,288 18°34 100°00 100°00 
Unspecified - - - 5,560 6,457 897 16°13 _ _ 
Object to state religion - - 9,965 8,598 —1,367 | —13°72 — - 
Total population - | 731,528 | 862,346 | 180,818 17°88 — _ 


* In cases where a diminution has taken place the minus sign (—) is prefixed to the figures. 
+ including also Free Church of England and Protestants not otherwise defined. 
t Including also Catholics not otherwise defined. 
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19. If the whole of the Protestant sects be combined, the total 


number of Protestants isfound to have been 517,326 in 1871 and 
618,392 in 1881. The proportion of these to the population was 
72°25 per cent. at the former and 72°98 per cent at the latter Catholics. 


period. At the same two periods respectively the table shows 
the percentage of Roman Catholics in the population to have been 
23°83 and 24:02. Both these denominations have therefore altered 
their numbers relatively to the whole population by a fraction 
only (73 in the case of the Protestants and ‘19 in the case of the 
Roman Catholics, both being increases), or, in other words, they 
have both increased at about the same rate as the total population. 


20. The table also shows that all the principal Protestant sects 


have changed their proportions to the population by fractions 
only ; there being a fraction of relative increase in the case of the 
members of the Church of England, the Methodists, and the 
Baptists, and of relative decrease in the case of the Presbyterians 
and the Independents. 


21. The Chinese returned at the census numbered 12,128, Pagans. 


Of these 11,159, or 92 per cent. were set down as Pagans. 
. 22. The persons of no denomination and no religion increased, 


in the interval between the last two censuses, from 4,887 0 yeligion, 


7,586, or 55 per cent. Jointly, they do not yet amount to 1 per 


cent. of the population. 
23. The following table contains a statement of the numbers o 
males and females arranged in quinquennial periods of age a 


the two last censuses :— 


Ages of the People, 1871 and 1881. 


Ages. 


Under 5 years - 
5tol10 ,, - 
10to15 ,, - 
15to20 ,, . 
20 t0 25 55 - 
95to 30 55 - 
80 to35 sy - 
35 to4 - 
4) tO 45 sy - 
45 to 50 55 - 
50 to 55s - 
55 to 60 sss - 
60 to 65 55 : 
65 to 70 5, = 
70 to 75 55 - 
75 to 80 a» - 
80 to 85s, - 
85 years and upwards 


Total . 


ec Ce o£ 8 tO le 1 ee S gabe ee 


Males. 
Increase 
1871. 1881. or De- 
crease.* 


58,937 57,846 —1,091 
53,549 54,843 1,294 
43,012 54,330 11,318 
26,264 49,445 23,181 
24,004 40,593 16,589 
28,875 27,482 —1,893 
33,257 22,633 | —10,624 
38,405 23,434 | —14,971 
34,876 25,948 —8,928 
22,091 28,354 6,263 
16,572 26,439 9,867 


8,738 15,967 7,229 
6,335 12,046 5,711 
8,053 6,156 3,103 
2,004 3,686 1,682 
670 1,782 1,112 

290 851 561 

118 248 130 
401,050 452,083 51,033 


Females. 


1871. 1881. 


57,751 56,359 
52,954 54,461 
42,573 53,923 
28,292 51,191 
25,418 43,324 
25,395 26,992 
24,100 21,954 
23,625 21,571 


1,891 3,801 
1,321 2,524 
458 1,215 
217 621 
79 221 


330,478 | 410,263 


24, The total population of Victoria ha 
years of age, there being about as many persons above as at and 


below that age. 


halves itself at 20 years o 


years of age. 


* The Minus (—) sign indicates a decrease, 


lves itself at nineteen Ages at which 


Increase 
or De- 
crease.* 


79,785 


Upon the same principle, the male population 
f age, and the female population at 18 


Protestants and 
Roman 


Protestant 


No denomina- 
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Vicrorta. 25. According to the census, the average age of the population 
was as follows in 1881 Males, 26° ll years, females, 23°29 


Avera, f 
hehe years, both sexes, 24°'77 years. Males were, therefore, on the 


population. 
average, about 2 years and ten months older than females. In 
1871 the population was younger, on the average, than in 1881, 
males by nearly 11 months, females by 2 years. 
Conjugal 26. The conjugal condition of all the males in the colony ex- 
comipen. cept 2,822 and of all the females except 2,052 was returned at the 
census, and the result is given in the following table :— 
Conjugal condition of the People, 1881. 
Males. | Females. 
bis i U Hus- | Wid U 
n- us- 1a0W- n- A 
tenrviedl F hana: ers, | Lotal.* | married.| Wives. |Widows.| Total.* 
Under 15 years -]| 166,611 _ _ 166,611 | 164,448 5 _ 164,453 
(15 t020° ,, =| 49,138 54] — | 49,192] 48846] 1,449 20 | 50,315 
20t030 3, =| 50,986] 15,928 287 | 67,201} 38,053 | 30,696 | 1,099 | 69,848 
30to40 3) == |: 15,032 | 29.581] 1,014] 45,577] 5,478 | 35,067] 2755 | 48,300 
40to50 >,  -| 14908] 36297] 2490] 53,695] 2473 32,598] 5,369] 40,440 
50t060 3, -| 10,407] 27,839] 3,724] 41,970] 1,068| 17,901| 5314] 24,288 
60 years and up- 
wards -| 5,637} 13,622] 5200] 24459] 724] 7,403] 7,015 | 15,282 
Unspecified adults 335 188 33 556 96 184 60 340 
Allages - -| 813,054 | 123,459] 19,748 | 449,961 | 261,186 | 125,303 | 21,632 | 408,211 
Under 21 years -| 224218] 278 6 | 224,502 | 221,385 | 2,974 47 | 224,406 
21 years and up- 
wards - 88,836 | 123,181 | 12,742 | 224,759 | 39,801 | 122,419 | 21,585 | 183,805 
15 years and ups 
wards - 146,448 | 123,459 | 12,748 | 292,650 | 96,738 | 125,388 | 21,632 | 243,758 
20 years and up- 
wards - -| 97,805 | 123,405 | 12,748 | 233,458 | 47,892 | 123,989 | 21,612 | 193,448 
* Exclusive of those whose conjugal condition was not returned. 
Married 27. According to this table, there were, when the census was 
ersons. ° ° 
P taken, 248,852 persons, or 29 per cent. of the population in the 
marriage state, the wives exceeding the husbands by 1,934. 
Marriageable 28. The single males of 20 and upwards and the single females 
rsons. ° ° 
pe of 15 and upwards, or, in other words, the bachelors and spinsters 


in the population, numbered 97,305 and 96,738 respectively. If 
to these be added the widowers and widows at all ages, the whole 
marriageable population is ascertained to have amounted to 
110,053 males and 118,370 females, the latter exceeding the for- 
mer by 8,317. 

Proportions of | 29. The marriageable females were in the proportion of nearly 

ry bees 108 to every 100 marriageable males. ‘This is the first occasion 

fenialea. on which the females in this condition exceeded the males. When 
the census of 1871 was taken, there were only 74 marriageable 
females to every 100 marriageable males. 

Married 30. It will be observed that before they had reached their 21st 

ps bp year 284 youths had become husbands, of whom six had lost their 

“3 ~ wives, and 3,021 women and girls had become wives, of whom 47 
had lost their husbands ; also that five girls under 15 years of age 
were living in a marriage state. 
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31. In the next table are given the proportions at the last two — vycronta. 
censuses of unmarried, married, and widowed males and females ranhaiay 
: Doak : : ies onjug 
in every 100 of both sexes living at various periods of life : coletiions 
1871 and 1881. 


Conjugal Condition, 1871 and 1881. 


In every 100 living at each age. 
Ages. . Males. Females, 
| Un- Hus- | Widow- Un- 5 i 
married. | bands. ers. | married. | Wives. | Widows. 
1871. 
Under 21 years - - - 99°90 "10 _ 98°19 1°79 02 
21 years and upwards - - 43°24 52°15 4°61 14°96 75°50 9°54 
15 . re - - 50°33 45° 64 4°03 29°20 63°05 7°75 
20 + 29 - - 44° 40 51°09 4°51 16°99 73°80 9°21 
Allages - - - * 69°68 27°86 2°46 62°10 33°75 4°15 
1881. 
Under 2l years - “ . 99°88 12 _ 98°65 1°33 02 
21 yearsand upwards - - 39°52 54°81 5°67 21°65 66°60 11°75 
15 _ 3 3 - 51°81 43°68 4°51 89°69 51°44 8°87 
20 5s ss - - 41°68 52°86 5°46 24°76 64°07 Tb ea yg 


Allages » - - = 69°68 27°48 2°84 63°98 30°72 5°30 


32. Considering the population at all ages, and discarding Married 
decimal points, it is found that in 1871 6,161 of every 10,000 Persons, 1871 
of both sexes, viz., 2,786 males and 3,375 females, were married. wee: 
In 1881 these numbers had fallen to 5,820, viz., 2,748 males and 
3,072 females. 


33. At all ages from infancy upwards the unmarried males bore Unmarried 
the same proportion to the population at both periods, viz., 6,968 satin Ma 
per 10,000, but the unmarried females per 10,000 increased from cm ; 
6,210 to 6,398. 


34. Both widowers and widows, the latter especially, showed wiles 
relatively to population, larger numbers in 1881 than in 1871. rad 1881. 
35. In every 10,000 of their respective numbers in the popu- Marriageable 
lation, the unmarried males of 20 and upwards, added to the ra 
widowers of all ages (marriageable males), fell from 4,686 to 4,452; 
but the unmarried females of 15 and upwards, added to the 
widows of all ages (marriageable females) increased from 3,335 to 
4,499. 


36. The census returns of education give an acocunt of the Education of 
numbers and ages of those persons who have acquired the rudi- “¢ people. 
mentary arts of reading and writing, but do not supply any 
particulars of the higher branches of knowledge which many such 
persons also possess. The followiug table contains a statement 
of the numbers at different ages who could read and write, who 
could read but not write, or who were unable to read, at the 
last two censuses. Those of whom the education was not 
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returned, amounting to 5,657 in 1871 nd to 14,582 in 1881, 
are omitted :— 


Education of the People, 1871 and 1881,—Numbers. 


Total Numbers living, 1871. Total Numbers living, 1881. 
Ages. Able to | apie to | Unable Able to | apie to | Unable 
axial read to Total.* Dee read. to Total.* 
weite only. read. wesite! only. read. 


Under 6 years : 1,651 11,128 | 125,045 | 137,824 38,509 9,884 | 118,975 | 132,368 

6to15 ,, - | 120,383 32,263 17,070 | 169,716 | 168,126 17,459 9,557 | 190,142 
15 to 25, - | 95,915 3,647 3,189 | 102,751 | 179,100 1,627 2,128 | 182,855 
251035 ,, - 93,074 6,756 10,319 | 110,149 92,122 2,287 8,546 97,955 
35 to45—,, - 91,998 8,228 13,146 | 113,372 78,823 4,666 7,449 90,938 
45to55 ,, - | 46,234 4,747 6,830 67,811 73,601 5,718 9,017 88,336 


55 to65 ,, 17,958 2,404 2,939 | 28,296 | 35,450 3,401 4,644 | 48,495 
65 years and up- 

wards - - 7,305 1,247 1,341 9,893 16,029 2,119 2,557 20,705 
Unspecified adults 358 30 671 1,059 752 48 170 970 
All ages - - | 474,871 70,450 | 180,550 | 725,871 | 642,512 47,209 | 158,043 | 847,764 
15 years and up- 

wards - - | 352,837 27,059 88,435 | 418,831 | 475,877 19,866 29,511 | 525,254 
21 years and up- 

wards - - | 292,690 24,863 86,857 | 354,410 | 359,782 18,940 28,395 | 407,117 


* Exclusive of those whose education was not returned. 


37. On examination of the two lowest lines of the table, it will 
be found that, although at 15 years of age and upwards the total 
number of persons had increased in ten years by 107,000, those 
unable to read had decreased by 9,000; and at 21 years of age 
and upwards, although the tctal number of persons had increased 
by 53,000 those unable to read had fallen off by 8,000. The 
improvement which has taken place in education will, however, 
be best traced by a reference to the following table, which shows 
in 1871 and 1881 the numbers instructed, partially instructed, 
and uninstructed in every 100 living at each period of life :— 


Education of the People, 1871 and 1881.—Proportions. 


Number in everv 100 living Number in every 100 living 


at each age in 1871. at each age in 1881. 
ae Able t Able t 
e to e to 
Able to | Unable Able to | Unable 
ren oars read only.| to read. pene read only.| to read. 
Under 6 years - - - 1°20 8°07 90°73 2°65 7°46 89°89 
6 to 15 » - - - 70°93 19°01 10°06 85°79 9°18 5°03 
15 to 25 % - - - 93°35 3°55 3°10 97°95 *89 1°16 
25 to 35 ” : . - 84°50 6°13 9°37 94°04 2°34 3°62 
35 to 45 59 - - - 81°15 7°26 11°59 86°68 5°13 8°i9 
45 to 55 a - - - 79°98 8°21 11°81 83°32 6°47 16°21 
55 to 65 - - - - 77°06 10°32 12°62 81°5 7°82 10°68 
65 years and upwards - - 73°84 12°60 13°56 77°41 10°23 12°36 
Unspecified adults - - 33°81 2°83 63°36 77°52 4°95 17°53 
Allages - - - - 65°42 9°71 24°87 75°79 5°57 18° 64 
15 yearsand upwards - : 84°34 6°47 9°19 90°60 3°78 5°62 
21 » es - - 82°59 7°01 10°40 88°37 4°65 6°98 


38. Comparing the columns relating to 1881 with those con- 
taining the figures derived from the returns of the previous 
census, improvement wilt be noted in every line, the numbers able 
to read and write being more numerous and those unable to read 
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being fewer. The comparison will be best effected by rémoving  Vicronia. 
the decimal points, when the following results will be observed :— — 


In every 10,000 Persons living. 


— | In 1871. In 1881. 

At all ages - - - - 7,513 8,136 could read. 
Fe = = = - 6,542 7,579 could write. 

> = = = - 2,487 1,864 could not read. 
Between 6 and 15 (school age) = 8,994 9,497 could read. 
= is - = - 7,093 8,579 could write. 

a — «= - 1,006 503 could not read. 
At 15 and upwards - - - 9,081 9,438 could read. 
ES ™ - - 8,434 9,060 could write. 

= “ = - 919 562 could not read. 
At 21 and upwards - - - 8,960 9,302 could read. 
_ “ = - 8,259 8,837 could write. 

: = = - 1,040 698 could not read. 


39. At the school age, girls appear to have been rather superior Education 
to boys in point of elementary instruction, as will be seen by the Soe nae 
following figures, which are derived from the returns of the census © ~ 
of 1881 :— 

In every 10,000 living at the school age (6 to 15) :— 


Boys. Girls. 

9,468 9,526 could read. 

8,509 8,649 could write. 
532 474 could not read. 


40. The degree of education of children at the school age is Education of 
found to differ according to the religious denomination. ‘This aren o 
will be seen by the following table, which shows the proportionate 
amount of primary instruction returned as possessed by the chil- 
dren belonging to each of the principal sects :— 


Education of Children of different Sects, 1881. 


Numbers in every 100 living 


Religious Denominations. 
Able to read | Able to read} Unable to 


and write. only. read. 

Church of England ~ - - 86°31 8°69 5°00 
Presbyterians - * - - 87°33 8°81 3°86 
Wesleyan Methodists - - - 88°44 8°01 8°55 
Independents - - - 89°90 6°76 3°34 
Baptists - - - - 89°36 6°99 3°65 
Lutherans - - - - 86°24 7°28 6°48 
Unitarians - - - - 96°27 2°99 *74 
Other Protestants - - - 88°77 7°42 3°81 
Total Protestants - - 87°23 8°41 4°36 
Roman Catholics = - - 81°85 11°40 6°75 
3°34 


dews - - - - - 93°21 3°45 


Total - - - 85°79 9°18 5°03 


different sects. 
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41. Of all the denominations named in the table, the children 
of the Unitarians appear to be the best educated, and those of the 
Jews next. It must, however, be remembered that the adherents 
of these bodies are but few in number, and probably do not often 
belong to the labouring classes. Especial interest attaches to the 
returns of the Roman Catholic denomination, as that body labours 
under the disadvantage of not, as a rule, availing itself of the 
gratuitous instruction offered by the State. The comparison of 
the degree of elementary education possessed by Roman Catholic 
children with that of children of Protestants and Jews will be best 
understood by the following figures :— 


Children between 6 and 15 Years of Age. 


Of Protestants - - 9,564 in 10,000 could read. 
ee - - 8,723 ,» could write. 

ss - - 436 » could not read. 
Of Roman Catholics = 9,325 » could read. 
~ - 8,185 » could write. 

be ~ - 675 », could not read. 
Of Jews : - 9,666 » could read. 
a - - 9,321 » could write. 


- é - 834 » could not read. 


43. It will be observed that, in proportion to their numbers, 
the Jews have more children who can read and write, and fewer 
who are illiterate, than either of the other denominations; also 
that the Protestant children are in point of instruction somewhat 
in advance of the Roman Catholic children. The latter are, in 
this respect, slightly behind the children at the school age in the 
whole population, but much in advance of such children in 1871, 
and there is little doubt that the instruction of children of every 
denomination is now much better than it was 10 years since. 

43. Between the censuses of 1871 and 1881, the population 
of Melbourne and suburbs increased by considerably more than 
a third and that of the country districts by about a fifth, but the 
population of the extra-metropolitan towns fell off by a twentieth. 
The following is a statement of the population of these portions 
of the Colony at the two periods, and the numerical and 
centesimal increase or decrease which took place between them. 


Urban and Rural Population, Censuses of 1871 and 1881. 


ee ES ee 


Enumerated Population. Increase* in Ten Years. 
Districts. 
1871. 1881. Number. Per cent. 
a crn a Oe ee ae ee 
Metropolitan - 206,780 282,947 76,167 86°85 
Urban ¢ Extra Metro- 197,793 188,477 —9,316 —4:92 
politan. 
Extra-Urban or Rural - 826,955 390,922 63,967 19°71 
Total of Victoria - 731,528 862,346 130,818 17°88 


a een ee ne eaEEEEREDRLAE Tica: anaemia 


* Net figures. 
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44, Next to Melbourne, the five largest towns in Victoria are 
Ballarat, Sandhurst, Geelong, Castlemaine, and Stawell. Several 
of these consist of more than one municipality, and in making 
up their populations it is necessary to include such portions of 
their immediate suburbs as are, to all intents, part of the town. 
Since the census of 1871, the falling off in the number of persons 
engaged in gold mining has caused a diminution in the popula- 
tions of Ballarat and Stawell, and the superior attractions of 
Melbourne and other causes has caused a reduction of the popula- 
tion of Geelong; the populations of Sandhurst and Castlemaine 
increased, but not sufficiently to prevent a falling off in the five 
towns of 4,591, as will be seen by the following figures :— 


Population of five largest Extra-Metropolitan Towns, 
1871 and 1881. 


Population. 
Name of Town. | Inerease. Decrease. 
1871. 1881. 
Ballarat - - - 49,971 41,540 — 8,431 
Sandhurst - F 29,871 36,640 6,769 — 
Geelong - - 22,663 20,149 — 2,514 
Stawell - ~ - |. 11,197 8,600 -— 2,597 
Castlemaine - - 5,166 7,348 2,182 — 
Totalia im 118,868 114,277 4,591* 
* Net figures. 


45. The following table gives a statement of the total number 
of inhabitants and dwellings on the gold fields situated within 
each mining district at the census of 1881 and the former one ; 
also the decrease of persons and dwellings in the interval between 
the two periods :— 


Population and Dwellings on the Gold Fields, 1871 and 1881. 


Population. Inhabited Dwellings. 
Mining Districts.* 
wer. | ssi] De. | as7. | 1881. *| Decrease. 
Ararat - - - - 19,546 15,538 4,008 4,754 3,320 1,434 
Ballarat - . - - 94,618 76,092 18,526 20,658 14,895 5,763 
Reechworth ‘ = -| 27,061 27,270 +209 6,565 6,069 496 
Castlemaine - : -| 88,385 | 80,006 8,379 9,709 7,140 2,569 
Gippsland. - - - - 5,557 4,410 1,147 1,657 1,149 508 
Maryborough - - - 35,892 82,038 3,854 9,786 8,236 1,550 
Sandhurst - - = - 49,369 45,590 3,779 11,738 9,771 1,967 
Total - R - | 270,428 | 230,944] 39,484 | 64,867] 50,580 | 14,287 


* This table does not contain a statement of the total population of each mining district, but 
only of the persons living on or in the immediate vicinity of the gold workings situated therein. 
Where an increase has taken place the plus sign (+) is placed against the figures. In other 
cases the figures denote decrease. 
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46. It will be observed that the gold-fieid population fell off 
in all the mining districts except Beechworth, where there was a 
trifling increase, and their dwellings fell off in all the districts. 
Tt has been already shown* in regard to the total population that 
more persons on the average lived in a dwelling in 1881 than in 
1871, and this was found also to be the case on the gold fields, 
where the proportion in 1871 was 4°17 to the dwelling, or 417 
persons to every 100 dwellings, and in 1881 4°57 to the dwelling, 
or 457 persons to every 100 dwellings. ' 

47. Of the habitations on the gold fields, only 717 were tents, 
the smali number indicating an entire change in the habits of the 
mining population since the days of the early gold fields. ‘Vhis 
had commenced prior to the census of 1871, when no more than 
2,252 were returned in the gold fields districts as against the very 
large number of 37,169 at the census of 1861. 

48. Males and females on the gold fields numbered respectively 
155,269 and 115,159 in 1871 and 123,344 and 107,600 in 1881. 
The sexes were much more equal at the latter period than at the 
former, there being as many as 87 females to 100 males in 1881, 
whereas there were no more than 74 females to 100 males in 
1871. 

49. The actual number of gold miners will be shown by the 
census returns as soon as the tabulation of the occupations of the 
people has been completed; an estimate of the number of miners 
actually at work is, however, each year made by the Mining 
Department, and the figures for the end of 1881 are subjoined. 


Estimated number of Gold Miners, 1881. 


Alluvial miners - 21,874 European miners - 30,195 
Quartz miners - 16,262 Chinese miners - 7,941 
Total - 38,136 Total - 38,136 


50. The total number of Chinese enumerated amounted to 
12,128, viz., 11,869 males and 259 females. According to the 
census of 1871 the Chinese then in the Colony numbered 
17,935, viz., 17,899 males and 36 females, therefore the total 
number has fallen off in the last 10 years by 5,807, and the males 
by 6,030; but during the same period the females have increased 
by 223. 

"51, In 1871, 90 per cent. of the Chinese in Victoria were 
resident on the gold fields, but in 1881 only 65 per cent. were 
there resident. 

52. A careful examination of the schedules has afforded 
information of the existence of only 780 Aborigines, viz., 460 
males and 320 females. It is probable that a few more exist, as 
the sub-enumerators sometimes failed to comply with the instruc- 


* See paragraph 11, ante. 
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tion to note the fact of the person being an Aboriginal after the 
birth place entry, and therefore the name, place of residence, &c., 
rendering it probable he belonged to that race, had to be taken 
into account, and these did not always supply the desired informa- 
tion. According to a census undertaken by the Central Board 
for the protection of the Aborigines, in March 1877, the number 
in the Colony was then 1,067, viz., 633 males and 434 females. 


53. Brought on from the census figures, by means of the Population a 
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differences between registered births and deaths and the recorded ¢24 and middle 


arrivals and departures, the population of Victoria at the end of 
1881 and the mean or average population of that year may be set 
down as follows :— 


Population, 31st December 1881. 


Males - - - - 464,222 
Females - ~ - - 418,010 
Total - - 882,232 
Mean Population, 1881. 
Males - ~ - - 456,107 
Females - ~ - - 412,835 
Total - - 


868,942 


54, In the following paragraphs the immigration and emigration Tupertections 


of 1881. 


referred to is by sea only; and the results given would probably in Immigration. 
be greatly modified if the overland traffic, of which no record Te": 


exists, were to be taken into account, more especially since the 
facilities for overland intercourse with the neighbouring colonies 
are being rapidly increased by the extension of railways. For 
many years past two lines have extended from Melbourne to the 
river Murray, and during the last two years virtually complete* 
railway communication has existed between the capitals of Victoria 
and New South Wales; railways also run westward in this Colony 
to within 100 miles of the South Australian border, the journey 
being continued onwards by means of coaches. With such 
facilities as these, it is natural to suppose that many persons about 
to come to Victoria from, or leave it for, one of the adjacent 
colonies, would find it more convenient to take the land route 
rather than that by the seaboard. As time advances, there is 
little doubt that the records kept by the Immigration Depart- 
ment will less and less account for the actual immigration and 
emigration of the Colony. 


* The lines have been completed except about three miles between Wodonga and 
Albury, including the bridge to be constructed over the Murray and its approaches. 
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55. The arrivals and departures by sea during 1881, also the 
excess of the former over the latter, were as follows :— 


Immigration and Emigration, 1881. 


— : | Males. Females. | Total. 
Arrivals by sea - - - 41,579 17,487 59,066 
Departures by sea - a - 85,692 16,052 51,744 


Excess of arrivals - - 5,887 | 1,435 | 7,329 


56. The arrivals in 1881 were more numerous by 2,111, and 
the departures by 6,450, than in 1880. In both these years, 
however, the numbers arriving and departing were much above 
the average, the former being greater than in any previous year 
since 1857, and the latter than in any other year since the Colony 
was founded. This circumstance is doubtless owing to large 
numbers of visitors and others having been attracted to Victoria 
by the Melbourne International Exhibition, which was opened 
on the 1st October 1880 and closed on the 30th April 1881 ; and 
this inference is borne out bw the fact that over two-fifths of the 
persons who arrived in 1881 came, and nearly half those who 
departed left, during the first four months of the year, when the 
exhibition was open, the excess of the former over the latter being 
very small. That much of the immigration, however, was of a 
permanent character appears evident from the result of the last 
eight months of the year, which were not directly affected by the 
exhibition, for the excess of arrivals over departures during that 
period was at the rate of 10,000 per annum, a number which 
would compare most favourably with the excess in previous years. 

57. The Chinese immigrants included in the returns of 1881 
numbered 1,348, or 401 more than in the previous year, and 
included 4 females. The number of Chinese emigrants during 
1881, of which there is any record, is 652 (all but two of whom 
were males), as compared with 114 in 1880; but this does not 
include those departing in steamers to the colonies of New South 
Wales, Tasmania, and South Australia ; consequently, this number, 
probably to a great extent, understates the truth. 

58. Of the Chinese who arrived, 129 came from New South 
Wales, 53 from New Zealand, 33 from South Australia, 107 from 
Tasmania, 1,008 from Hong Kong, and 18 from Batavia. Of 
those recorded as having left, 133 went to New Zealand, 6 to 
South Australia, 464 to Hong Kong, and 49 to India. 

59. Chinese first began to arrive in Victoria in 1853; and at 
the census of 1854 2,000 were enumerated. In 1855 an Act* 
was passed limiting the number of Chinese malesa ship might 
bring to Victoria to one to every ten tons, and making it com- 


* Act 18 Vict., No. 39 (12th June 1855). 


HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 33 


pulsory that the sum of ten pounds should be paid in respect to 
each of such immigrants. But notwithstanding the stringent 
provisions of this Statute, which, however, were largely evaded by 
Chinese being landed in the adjacent colonies and coming to 
Victoria overland, the Chinese had in 1857, when the next census 
was taken, increased to 25,370; and at the end of 1859 it was 
estimated that they numbered no less than 42,000. Soon after 
this an exodus of Chinese took place, chiefly to New South Wales, 
it being estimated that, besides those who departed by sea, as 
many as 11,000 went over the frontier to work at the Lambing Flat 
diggings in that colony. In consequence of this, the census of 
1861 showed the number of Chinese remaining in Victoria to be 
only 24,732, or 638 less than in 1857. In 1865 the Act which 
imposed restrictions on Chinese immigration was repealed; but 
notwithstanding this, the number of Chinese in the colony 
decreased, by the time the census of 1871 was taken, to 17,935, 
or by 6,797 as compared with 1861; which number at the census 
of 1881 had been still further reduced to 12,128, or by 5,807 
more. The official records of the departures of Chinese by sea 
are of little value, as no account is kept of those who go to the 
adjacent colonies; but the arrivals by sea have been regularly 
recorded since 1860, and were as follows :— 


Arrivals of Chinese by Sea, 1861 to 1881. 


Tables > geese VEyO* = head re Etigen 
Wis. eee TBR mars espa 200 
Hse eR amie ia 80 1874 - 386 
(ahd:et. = 32978 TOUS: ho a Se oi BOI 
PSG6re ce =, HORS Cf poe ee rk, 
166605 ofS a ae CT Bee eee 
tye ae? RMR + ies. = 4S RID 
1868 oie ee 28 At BOO WOW eee he he BTS 
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that only in 1881 and two other years of the period did the immigrants. 


number arriving exceed 1,000, and the highest number reached, 
viz., 1,348, was in the year under review. 
61. The financial year 1880-1* commenced with the large 


Finance ac- 


267 


debit balance of £388,000; but the revenue of the year exceeded courts,1880-51, 


* Year ended 30th June 1881. 
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the expenditure by £77,000, and thus the deficiency was reduced 
to 311,000. The following are the exact figures :— 


Finance Account, 1880-1. 


£ sd, 
Receipts - - - - 5,186,011 7 7 
Expenditure - ~ - - 5,108,642 3 2 
Receipts in excess of expenditure - 77,3869 4 5 
Debit balance of 1879-80 brought forward 388,654 5 7 
Debit balance - “ - «> -SPESSS ke 


62. This debit balance, which had been accumulating for years 
past, but had been most largely added to in the years of 
commercial depression, 1878-9 and 1879-80, it was deemed 
desirable to discharge, together with other anticipated liabilities, by 
means of Treasury bonds, and accordingly on the 19th October 
1880 such bonds were issued to the extent of 500,000/7, divided 
into three nearly equal portions, repayable in one, two, and three 
years respectively. If the amount thus raised be set against the 
deficit at the end of 1880-1, there would remain a net credit 
balance of nearly 189,000/., or much more than sufficient for the 
repayment of the first instalment of the bonds, thus :— 


£ 
Actual debit balance at end of 1880-1 - 311,285 
Treasury bonds - : - - 500,000 
Apparent credit balance - - 188,715 


63. During the financial year under review, the general 
revenue was augmented by the imposition, on the lst November 
1880, of tobacco and beer duties, which realized about 84,4002. ; 
whilst stamp duties, which had only been in force for about 64 
months of 1879-80, produced 32,800/. more than in that financial 
year. An increase, as compared with 1879-80, of 117,200J. is 
thus directly attributable to the sources of revenue having been 
augmented by legislation. In addition to this amount, accidental 
or exceptional increases occurred under the following heads: an 
increase of 40,0007. in the revenue from estates of deceased 
persons, of 42,400/. in that from the irregularly paid land tax, 
and also a new item of 6,400/. derived from the premium upon the 
sale of Treasury bonds. Moreover, the railways were extended 
by an average length of 44 miles over and above the extent open 
for traffic in the previous year; and if 1,250/. per mile be allowed 
for such extension, the extra revenue derived therefrom would be 
55,000/. ‘The revenue of 1880-1 is thus shown to have increased 
117,200/. by fresh legislation, 88,8002. through accidental or 
éxceptional causes, and 55,000/. on account of the extension of 
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railways, which together make a total of 261,000). It may be  viororn. 
mentioned that the only exceptional item of any importance which 
appeared in the revenue of 1879-80 was 43,7001, being the net 
revenue on account of 1878-9 derived from the Hobson’s Bay 
railways. 

64. The revenue of 1880-1 was by far the largest ever raised Revenue 
in Victoria. It exceeded the revenue of 1876-7, which was the 1880-1, and 
year in which the largest revenue had previously been realised by P*°V0"S ¥°°"* 
nearly half a million sterling (462,1342), and exceeded the revenue 
of 1879-80 by considerably more than half a million (564,7292), 

65. The expenditure of 1880-1 was also far greater than-that Expenditure, 
of any previous year. Prior to 1853 the annual expenditure never 1880-1, and 
exceeded one million sterling ; from 1853 to 1872-3 it usually pas inal 
fluctuated between two and three millions ; from 1873-4 to 1879-80 
it was between four and four and three-quarter millions ; and in 
the year under review, for the first time, it exceeded five millions. 

As compared with 1879-80, the increase in the total expenditure 
was 233,613/.; but the expenditure proper, 7.¢. excluding 
amounts to be recouped, increased by as much as 299,245/. This 
increased expenditure is more than accounted for by the payment 
of 200,000/. due annually to the Railway Loan Liquidation and 
Construction Account, but had not been paid in the previous year ; 
an increase of 110,000/. in the interest on the public debt, and of 
47,0002. under the head of Railways, or, in all, 357,0002 This 
exceeds by 57,000/. the amount by which the expenditure was above 
that of the previous year, therefore this sum may be considered as 
representing a saving in the ordinary branches of expenditure. Revenue and 

66. The revenue per head in 1880-1 was 6/ 0s. 7d., and the expenditure 
expenditure per head was 5/. 18s. 10d per head. 

67. The following are the heads of revenue in Victoria for the Heads of re- 
last. seven financial years, and the amounts received under each “"" 
head. Recoups and other items which do not properly form part 
of the revenue proper have been eliminated, and are added 
separately at the end of the table :— 


Heads of Revenue, 1874-5 to 1880-1. 


fl 
Amounts | Heads of Revenue.| Y Amounts 
Heads of Revenue.| Year. Tinécivad:tt ue, ear. Heasived. 
TAXATION. £ TAXATION—= . £ 

1974-5 | 1,628,235 cont. 1874-5 19,9385 

1875-6 | 1,657,788 1875-6 22,104 

1876-7 | 1,631,832 Por . 1876-7 20,993 

Customs -2 | 1977-8 | 1,487,448 crete: har- J | 1977-9 22,647 
1878-9 | 1,378,384 1878-9 20,310 

1879-80| 1,377,782 1879-80 19,194 

1880-1 | 1,474,778 L} 1880-1 20,577 

1864-5 32,475 1874-5 10,714 

1875-6 33,437 1875-6 10,712 


1870-7 | 34,768 || y. 1876-7 | 11,688 
Excise -{ | 1877-8 | 36,309 etn 1877-8 | 17,150 
1878-9 36,088 1878-9 20,116 
1879-80] 41,230 1879-80] 21,761 
1880-1 | 136,661 1880-1 | 23,906 
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Heads of Revenue. | Year. | A™unts |! treads of Revenue. | Year, | Amount 
Received. Received. 
TaxXaTION— £ Lanp REVENUE 
cont. —cont. £ 
1874-5 5,528 
1874-5 32,526 apie 53,167 
1875-6 48,963 : -1876- 54 932 
Duties on es- 1876-7 44,104 pe eg ea 1877-8 1 4,704 
states of de- 1877-8 72,500 1878-9 3,774 
ceased persons 1878-9 47,983 1879-80 1,749 
1879-80 37,928 1880-1 1,281 
1880-1 78,141 ranenos, Sarma ame 
1874-5 — Pusric Works. 
1875-6 7,191 
F | | 1876-7 27,248 1874-5 | 921,714 
Duties on ban 1877-8 26,672 | 1875-6 983,033 
notes - - 1878-9 24,956 1876-7 | 1,078,082 
1879-80 22,470 || Railways -4 | 1877-8 | 1,202,280 
{| 1880-1 23,807 1878-9 | 1,222,241 
1879-80] 1,468,909 
| 1874-5 fon {} 1880-1 | 1,578,432 
= 1875-6 — 
| 1876-7 ae 1874-5 88,556 
Land Tax -J | 1877-8 50,227 1875-6 92,947 
1878-9 202,251 1876-7 100,219 
1879-80] 87,553 || Watersupply -{| 1877-8 | 104,819 
1880-1 129,990 1878-9 115,287 
1879-80] 117,871 
1874-5 —_— 1880-1 119,562 
1875-6 —_ 
1876-7 — 1874-5 5,897 
Stampduty - 1877-8 —_ Public works | | 1875-6 5,845 
1878-9 —_ (exclusive of | | 1876-7 5,638 
1879-80 83,005 tolls, railways, < | 1877-8 5,190 
| 1880-1 115,844 and water sup- 1878-9 5,879 
ply) -  -|{| 1879-80 4,142 
1874-5 937 1880-1 2,470 
1875-6 197 — eames 
1876-7 52 
Tolls = 1877-8 — 
1878-9 — OTHER SOURCES. 
1879-80 — 
1880-1 — 1874-5 198,326 
emcees 1875-6 | 209,213 
Post and tele- hoes 226,597 
graphs - 239,002 
1878-9 | 244,761 
Lanp REVENUE. 1879-80} 249,414 
1880-1 272,316 
1874-5 767,624 
Land sales (in- 1875-6 782,069 1874-5 7,504 
eluding rents 1876-7 783,311 1875-6 7,659 
counting to- 1877-8 756,674 1876-7 7,512 
wards — pur- 1878-9 802,254 || Mint charges -< | 1877-8 7,247 
chase money) 1879-80} 694,321 1878-9 7,906 
1880-1 | 701,276 1879-80 10,158 
1880-1 10,197 
1874-5 | 173,601 1874—5 4,299 
Rents of Crown | | 1875-6 | 184,776 a 5-6 10,695 
lands (not 1876-7 208,872 r ‘ 1876-7 7104 
counting to-4 | 1877-8 | 186,387 || Mint subsidy. | ig77-s "47 
wards  pur- 1878-9 163,207 “|| 1878-9 6,624 
chase money) 1879-80} 147,994 1879-80 6,350 
1880-1 | 133,913 {| 1880-1 5,628 
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Heads of Revenue.}| Year. 


OTHER SOURCES. 
—cont, 


1874-5 

Fines, fees, and 1875-6 
forfeitures 1876-7 
l 


(exclusive of 1877-8 

Land Act pe- 1878-9 

nalties) = 1879-80 
1880-1 


1874-5 
1875-6 
1876-7 
1877-8 
1878-9 
1879-80 
1880-1 


Rents (ordinary) | 
1874-5 
1875-6 
Reimbursements 1876-7 
inaid - z 1877-8 
1878-9 
1879-80 


1880-1 


1874-5 
1875-6 
1876-7 
1877-8 
1878-9 
1879-80 
1880-1 


Interest and ex- 
change - 


1874-5 
1875-6 
1876-7 
1877-8 
1878-9 
1879-80 
1880-1 


Miscellaneous 
receipts - 


G_eooH* ——~ 


SUMMARY. 


1874-5 

1875-6 

1876-7 
Total taxation - 1877-8 
1878-9 
1879-80 
1880-1 


lam 


Amounts 
Received. 


£ 


111,304 
112,664 
121,676 
119,632 
118,177 
110,639 
113,736 


749 
674 
730 
824 
935 
799 
921 


28,981 
37,619 
34,372 
86,774 
28,637 
23,860 
31,290 


75,025 
48,086 
95,106 
78,080 
48,483 
46,196 
98,454 


55,770 
16,317 
19,602 
20,449 
28,167 
24,655 
41,124 


1,724,822 
1,780,392 
1,770,685 
1,712,953 
1,730,088 
1,690,923 
2,003,704 


Heads of Revenue. 
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cont. 


r 


Total land re- 
venue - 


Total public 
works revenue 


Total revenue 
from other 
sources - 


ToTat REVENUE 
PROPER 


| 
| 


Recoups from 
loans and as- 
sets realised - 


r 


| 
| 
t 


Granp Tora. 
REVENUE - 


Year. 


1874-5 
1875-6 
1876-7 
1877-8 
1878-9 
1879-80 
1880-1 


1874-5 
1875-6 
1876-7 
1877-8 
1878-9 
1879-80 
1880-1 


1874-5 
1875-6 
1876-7 
1877-8 
1878-9 
1879-80 
1880-1 


1874-5 
1875-6 
1876-7 
1877-8 
1878-9 
1879-80, 
1880-1 


1874-5 
1875-6 
1876-7 
1877-8 
1878-9 
1879-80 


1880-1 


1874-5 
1875-6 
1876-7 
1877-8 
1878-9 
1879-80 
1880-1 
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Amounts 
Received. 


£ 


946,753 
1,020,012 
1,046,415 

957,715 

969,235 

844,064 

836,470 


1,106,167 
1,081,825 
1,183,939 
1,312,289 
1,343,407 
1,590,922 
1,700,464 


391,958 
442,927 
512,699 
502,459 
473,690 
472,071 
573,666 


4,169,700 
4,325,156 
4,513,738 
4,485,412 
4,516,420 
4,597,980 
5,114,304 


66,723 
210,139 
19,001 
105,100 
23,302 
71,707 


4,236,423 
4,325,156 
4,723,877 
4,504,413 
4,621,520 
4,621,282 
5,186,011 


68. The following are the heads of expenditure during the last 
seven financial years, and the amounts expended under each head, 


distinguishing the expenditure specially appropriated by Acts of 


Parliament from that voted annually. The expenditure of 


Vicrorta. 


Heads of ex 
penditure. 


271 


2 


VicToRIA. 


38 PAPERS RELATING TO 


amounts subsequently to be recouped has been kept separate from 
the ordinary disbursements, and appears at the end of the table :— 


Heads of Expenditure, 1874-5 to 1880-81. 


Expenditure from 


Heads of Expenditure. Year. Total. 
Votes. Special 
Appropriations. 
£ £ £ 
1874-5 15,739 40,813 56,552 
1875-6 15,909 41,612 57,521 
1876-7 14,889 43,918 58,807 
Legislature = - 1877-8 15,878 48,162 64,040 
|| 1878-9 16,502 42,710 59,212 
1879-80 16,502 44,306. 60,808 
1880-1 16,964 45,664 62,628 
1874-5 _ 70,984 70,984 
1875-6 _ 71,227 71,227 
2 1876-7 _ 29,604 29,604 
Civil list*  - - a -— 29,564 29,564 
1878-9 _ 29,636 29,636 
1879-80 = 27,728 27,728 
1880-1 _ 24,509 24,509 
1874-5 103,681 — 103,681 
1875-6 100,130 — 100,130 
1876-7 102,444 —_ 102,444 
Civil establishment f - : 1877-8 101,175 — 101,175 
1878-9 101,451 oon 101,451 
1879-80 104,867 — 104,867 
L| 1880-1 101,022 = 101,022 
1874-5 | 156,558 16,417 172,975 
} 1875-6 154,469 16,125 170,594 
1876-7 154,932 16,750 171,682 
Judicial and legal - - 1877-8 154,498 16,567 171,065 
1878-9 158,056 14,000 172,056 
1879-80 | 157,664 14,000 171,664 
1880-1 142,444 15,047 157,491 
(| 1874-5 405,662 9,000 414,662 
| 1875-6 463,776 9,000 472,776 
ine . d 1876-7 481,409 9,000 490,409 
Public instruction, science, 1877-8 510,175 9,000 519,175 
i * “] 1878-9 | 560,673 9,000 569,673 
1879-80 | 557,579 11,250 568,829 
{ 1880-1 572,477 9,000 581,477 


* Including Governor’s salary, and salaries of Ministers, Commissioners of Audit, 
Agent-General, and expenses of Executive Council, in all the years; also Public 
Worship until the middle of 1875-6, when State Aid was abolished. 

{ Including cost of the following departments :— Chief Secretary, Government 
Statist, Short-hand Writer, Agent-General, Audit Office, Registrar of Friendly 
Societies, Inspector of Stock, Treasury, Stores and Transport, and Government 
Printer. 

t Including expenditure under the following heads:—EKducation ; Observatory ; 
Government Botanist; Public Library, Museums, and National Gallery; Grants to 
Mechanics’ Institutes, Free Libraries, &c.; and Grants to School of Mines and 
Design. 
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Heads of Expenditure, 1874-5 to 1880-81—continued. 


a 


Expenditure from 


Heads of Expenditure. Year. Total. 
Votes. Special 
Appropriations. 
eee eer ee ene nn ee 
ao £ £ £ 
State school buildings* - 1874-5 181,440 _ 181,440 


1874-5 273,537 
1875-6 270,318 
1876-7 278,970 


aaa 273,537 
1877-8 281,509 —_—_ 281,509 


270,318 


Charitable institutions, 278,970 


medical, &c. - 
ase 1878-9 | 277,016 277,016 
1879-80 272,539 272,539 
1880-1 241,907 241,907 
1874-5 — 27,153 3,500 30,653 
1875-6 34,653 3,500 38,153 
1876-7 84,043 3,500 37,543 
1877-8 24,780 3,500 28,280 
1878-9 30,082 3,500 33,582 
1879-80 24,204 3,509 27,704 
1880-1 27,406 8,500 — 30,906 


| 


198,312 
199,738 
197,371 
207,119 
209,041 


1874-5 198,312 
1875-6 |. 199,738 
1876-7 197,371 
1877-8 207,119 
1878-9 209,041 


Mining - - . 


Police - = Z | 


1879-80 233,732 233,732 

1880-1 207,674 207,674 

1874~5 60,469 _— 60,469 

| 1875-6 61,051 a 61,951 

Gaols and penal establish- 1876-7 60,008 — 60,008 
ments o. = 1877-8 58,132 a) 58,132 
1878-9 58,442 — 58,442 

1879-80 56,636 _— 56,636 

1880-1 53,565 _— 53,565 

1875-6 20,000 20,000 

1876-7 18,333 18,333 

1877-8 20,000 20,000 


1878-9 an 20,000 20,000 
1879-80 a 20,000 | 20,000 


1880-1 20,000 20,000 


1874-5 140,246 
1875-6 139,070 
1876-7 164,011 
1877-8 150,248 
1878-9 149,976 
1879-80 155,951 
1880-1 117,189 


140,246 
139,070 
164,011 
150,248 
149,976 
155,951 
117,189 


Mint 3 _ a 


Crown lands and survey 


| | 
[ 


ee ea a a 
* Since 1874—5 the amount expended on school buildings has been paid entirely 


out of loans. é 4 ' 
+ Including expenditure under the following heads:—Chief Medical Officer ; 
Central Board of Health ; Hospitals for Insane; Industrial and Reformatory Schools ; 


and Grants to Charitable Institutions. 
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Heads of Expenditure, 1874-5 to 1880-81—contenued, 


Expenditure from 
Heads of Expenditure. Year. Total. 
Votes. Special 
Appropriations. 

£ £ £ 
1874-5 487,931 <i 437,931 
1875-6 489,751 _ 489,751 
1876-7 562,517 fon 562,517 
Railways - - - 1877-8 616,207 _ 616,207 
1878-9 662,178 — 662,178 
1879-80 | 771,527 — 771,527 
1880-1 818,601 oo 818,601 
1874-5 17,013 a 17,013 
1875-6 17,192 a 17,192 
1876-7 18,099 —- 18,099 
Water supply - ~ 1877-8 22,621 _ 22,621 
1878-9 28,501 —_ 28,501 
1879-80 26,053 —_— 26,053 
L{ 1880-1 32,339 — 32,339 
(| 1874-5 339,855 315,640 655,495 
1875-6 332,465 347,754 680,219 
1876-7 242,283 310,704 552,987 
Public works* - - 1877-8 252,505 310,000 562,505 
1878-9 276,401 310,000 586,401 
1879-80 476,593} 155,000f 631,593 
1880-1 587,593 — 587,593 
1874-5 57,364 oe 57,364 
1875-6 56,311 _ 56,311 
1876-7 56,186 _ 56,186 
Customs - “ - 1877-8 64,058 _— 64,058 
1878-9 59,467 _ 59,467 
1879-80 62,226 — 62,226 
1880-1 58,621 — 58,621 
1874-5 85,035 ns 35,035 
‘1875-6 84,703 — 34,703 
1876-7 29,980 —_ 29,980 
Harbours and lights - - 1877-8 29,017 — 29,017 
1878-9 28,876 — 28,876 
1879-80 29,272 -— 29,272 
L| 1880-1 23,448 — 23,448 
1874-5 53,507 _ 53,507 
1875-6 58,238 — 58,233 
1876-7 74,020 — 74,020 
Defences - : - 1877-8 121,266 — 121,266 
1878-9 118,122 — 118,122 
{ 1879-80 93,779 - 93,779 
1880-1 78,732 ae 78,732 


* Exclusive of school buildings and of all public works paid for out of loans, but 
including endowments of municipalities under the Local Government Act. The ex- 
penditure on the port of Melbourne included under this head prior to 1st January 
1877 has since been paid out of the Harbour Trust Fund ; see next table. 

t The provision of the Local Government Act 1874 authorising the subsidy to 
municipalities having lapsed on the 3lst December 1879, amounts equivalent to the 
subsidy have since been voted by Parliament. This accounts for the gradual transfer 
of this item of expenditure from Special Appropriations to Votes. 
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Heads of Expenditure, 1874-5 to 1880-81 —continued. 


Expenditure from 
Heads of Expenditure. Year. Total. 
Votes. Special 
Appropriations. 

£ £ £ 
1874-5 294,726 63,164 857,890 
1875-6 280,981 20,928 301,909 
1876-7 298,467 42,930 341,397 
Post and telegraphs* - 1877-8 312,958 31,091 344,049 
1878-9 333,120 33,320 366,449 
1879-80 338,088 $8,243 376,331 
1880-1 375,533 40,851 416,384 
1874-5 2,587 26,529 29,116 
1875-6 2,426 27,423 29,849 
far 1876-7 4,725 26,214 30,939 
ee an and pen- } | 1977.8 5,587 28,370 38,957 
a 1878-9 9,153 33,952 43,105 
1879-80 9,336 35,202 44,538 
1880-1 12,499 36,817 49,316 
1874-5 10,884 8,078 13,962 
1875-6 5,963 1,752 7,715 
AG ‘ 1876-7 7,187 3,478 10,665 
antet eompensations, ; | 1977_8 7,146 42,582 49,728 
. 1878-9 33,444 18,159 46,603 
t 1879-80 19,416 2,544 21,970 
q 1880-1 34,085 12,970 47,055 
1874-5 st 35,000 35,000 

1875-6 —— _ _— 

1876-7 oe —_ me 

Redemption of loans - 1877-8 oo _ — 

1878-9 -— _ a= 

1879-80 —_ — 

1880-1 _- — — 
1874-5 — 742,008 742,008 
1875-6 — 793,600 793,600 
1876-7 © 1,867 816,803 818,670 
Interest - . - 1877-8 —_ 920,911 920,911 
1878-9 3,842 914,698 918,540 
1879-80 —_— 1,002,722 1,002,722 
1880-1 43,927 1,068,223 | 1,112,150 
1874-5 6,209 = 6,209 
1875-6 6,100 _ 6,100 
1876-7 7,500 _— 7,500 
Aborigines - S - 1877-8 7,464 — 7,464 
1878-9 10,499 —_ 10,499 
1879-80 7,500 wee 7,500 
{ 1880-1 7,499 mae 7,499 


ee ae a aa BT A Naan al 


* In the years 1876-7 to 1879-80 the amounts under the head of Special Appro- 
priations, which represent the expenditure on account of Steam Postal Communica- 
tion (including gratuities to masters of vessels), show the net charge on account of 
the service of each year—the arrears paid by other Governments in each succeeding 
year on account of the previous one being deducted, are added at the foot of the table 
as an amount to be recouped. The expenditure for 1880-1 will be probably reduced 
from this circumstance by about 1,430/. ‘ 

+ Extensive reduetions in the public service were made in the years 1877-8 to 
1879-80, which caused an increase in the amount of retiring allowances and pen- 
sions and gratuities. 
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Heads of Expenditure, 1874-5 to 1880-81—continued, 


Expenditure from 
Heads of Expenditure. Year. Total. 
Votes. Special 
Appropriations. 

£ £ £ 
(| 1874-5 — 100,000 100,000 
| 1875-6 _— 300,000 300,000 
Placed to railway loan liqui- 1876-7 _ 200,000 200,000 
dation and construction 1877-8 —_— 100,000 100,000 
account,* 1878-9 sms 200,000 | !200,000 

1879-80 o — _ 
1880-1 —_— 200,000 200,000 
+ 1874-5 30,108 2,500 32,608 
1875-6 30,627 2,500 33,127 
1876-7 21,497 2,500 23,997 
Miscellaneous servicest - 1877-8 31,222 2,500 33,722 
1878-9 39,598 2,500 42,098 
1879-80 32,831 2,500 35,311 
1880-1 68,429 4,000 72,429 
1874-5 | 2,848,016 1,448,638 | 4,296,649 
1875-6 | 2,753,866 1,655,421 | 4,409,287 
1876-7 2,812,405 1,523,734 4,336,139 
Tora EXPENDITURE 1877-8 | 2,973,565 1,562,247 | 4,535,812 
PROPER - ks = 1878-9 | 3,164,440 1,626,484 | 4,790,924 
l 1879-80 } 3,446,295 1,356,995 4,803,290 
1880-1 | 3,621,954 1,480,581 | 5,102,535 
1874-5 21,472 = 21,472 
1875-6 163,556 — 163,556 
Amounts to be recouped from 1876-7 2,956 19,001 2,957 
loans, &c. - = - 1877-8 66,495 32,042 98,537 
1878-9 21,800 20,655 42,155 
1879-80 52,794 18,945 71,739 
1880-1 6,107 — 6,107 


{| 1874-5 | 2,869,488 1,448,633 | 4,318,121 


1875-6 | 2,917,422 1,655,421 | 4,572,843 
1876-7 | 2,815,361 1,542,735 | 4,358,096 
Granpd Tota EXPENDITURE 1877-8 3,040,060 1,594,289 4,634,349 
1878-9 | 3,186,240 1,647,139 | 4,833,379 
1879-80 | 3,499,089 1,375,940 4,875,029 
1880-1 | 3,628,061 1,480,581 | 5,108,642 


* This account was created under the Land Act, 1869 (33 Vict. No. 360, secs. 42 
and 48), whereby it was provided that an amount of 200,000/., proceeding from the 
alienation of land, should be placed annually to a trust account, the moneys standing 
to the credit of which should be available for the repurchase of debentures, or the 
further construction of railways. The total amount which had been paid to this fund 
up to the 30th June 1881, all of which had been expended on the survey or construc- 
tion of lines of railway, was 2,157,959/. 7s. 8d., viz., 2,000,000/. paid in accordance 
with these provisions, and 157,959/. 7s. 8d. advanced from time to time under the 
Railway Loan Act 1875 (39 Vict. No. 531), section 11, and the Railway Loan Act, 1878 
(42 Vict. No. 608), section 11, which provide that advances to this fund out of the 
Railway loans may be made in anticipation of the whole sum of money accruing 
and becoming available, viz., 2,200,000/. up to the expiry of the Principal Act, on the 
3lst December 1880. 

{ The amounts in the column for Special Appropriations are the unexpended 
balances of the Pension Fund (Schedule D., Part V.), repaid each year to the 
revenue, 
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69. The amounts of which revenue is made up are of two 
classes, viz., those raised by taxation and those raised otherwise. 
In Victoria, the former class consisted in 1880-1 of Customs and 
Excise duties, wharfage rates, port and harbour dues, business 
licenses, duties on bank notes, duties on estates of deceased persons, 
a land tax, and stamp duties. The latter class comprised amounts 
derived from the sale or occupation of Crown lands, from rail- 
ways, water supply, and other public works, from post and tele- 
graph offices, from fees, fines, and forfeitures, from the labour of 
prisoners, from the interest on the public account, &c. The 
following figures show the result of a division of the Victorian 
revenue upon this principle :— 


Taxation, 1880-1. 


Es $.'- 
Revenue raised by taxation - 2,003,703 17 4 
re otherwise - 3,182,307 10 3 


Total - - 5,186,011 7 7 


70. The amount raised by taxation divided by the estimated 
mean population of the financial year (860,067/.) gives an average 
of 2/7. 6s. 7d. to each individual. 


71. A large increase took place in the gross amount produced 
by taxation in 1880-1, as compared with previous years. This 
amount was greater by 312,781/2 than in 1879-80, and by 
106,862/. than in 1873-4; the latter being the year in which the 
sum raised by taxation was next in amount to that in the year 
under review. ‘The taxation per head was greater in 1880-1 than 
in any previous year since 1860, except 1867, 1872-3, and 
1873-4 ; and the proportion of taxation to revenue was higher 
than in any year since 1875-6. 


72. Of the increase of 313,0002 in the total taxation 1880-1 
as compared with the previous year, not less than 117,200. was 
derived from the operation of new imposts, viz., 84,4002 from 
excise duties on beer and tobacco, and 32,8002. being the increased 
amount yielded by stamp duties, first levied about the middle of 
the previous year; 82,400/ was through accidental causes; and 
about 100,000/. was {rom increased customs revenue, which is 
probably the deferred result of increasing the rates ot duty in the 
previous year. Numerous difficuities lie in the way of estimating 
the extent to which the various heads of revenue are affected by 
the imposition, increase, or reduction of taxes. An attempt has, 
however, been made to form such an estimate in the following 
table for the last six years, which, although giving necessarily im- 
perfect results, will afford some idea of the direction and extent 
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in which the burdens of the people have been added to or reduced 
during the period :— 


Taxes Repealed and Imposed, 1875-6 to 1880-1. 


Taxes repealed or reduced. 


Year 
ended 
30th 


June.| Heads of Taxation. 


Nil - - - 
1876 


Nil - - 


1877 - 
Customs— 

Wharfage rates for 

port of Mel- 

pear : nae 

ferre te) ar- 

1878 bour Trust - 

Various altera- 

tions resulting 

| in a net remis- 

L sion ofabout - 


1879- | Nil - c = 


Customs— 
(See contra) - 


1880 


Estimated loss 
to the Revenue. 


During 


the 
Complete 
Financial Vases. 


Year. 


£& 


85,000 


26,000 


-_— 


In 


Taxes imposed or increased. 


Heads of Taxation. 


Succession duties— 
Increased.— From 
5 to 5-10 per cent. 
on estates over 
20,0007, - - 


Tax on bank notes 
sed 


impo 
Nil - - - 
Land tax imposed - 


Excise— 
Percentage of pub- 
licans’ license 


fees from muni- 
cipal bodies - 


Customs— 
Stock tax imposed - 


Nil - - - 


Stamp duties im- 
pose - - 


Customs— 

Duties increased 
on—Wine, opium, 
rice, hops, and 
malt; several 10 
per cent. and 20 
per cent. ad 
valorem duties 
in creased by 5 
per cent. besides 
numerous other 
alterations, for 
the most part in 
the direction of 
increased duties, 


about - - 
Customs— 
Tobacco and snuff 
increased - 
Cigars increased - 
Excise— 
Tobacco duty im- 
posed - - 
Beer - - 


Estimated gain 
to the Revenue. 


During 


the 
Gomnlate 
ik ri Years. 


i £ 
* * 
7,200 27,000 
50,000 124,000 
4,600 4,800 
28,800 87,000 
83,005 | 120,000 
47,800 53,000 
(Revenue - 
de- 
creased.) 
2. 3,500 
21,972 65,000 
62,557 | 100,000 


* Of this-item no satisfactory estimate can be given. 


73. The following table gives a statement of the revenue, and 
expenditure of municipalities in the year 1881, the amounts raised 
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and expended in cities, towns, and boroughs being shown  Vicrorta. 
separately from those in shires :— 


Municipal Revenue and Expenditure, 1880. 


Cities, 
aieaiaaeasi Towns, and Shires. Total. 
Boroughs. 
REVENUE. £ £ £& 
Endowment - 47,369 282,710 330,079 
From Government { Other receipts - 13,148 20,136 33,284 
», rates - - - - 218,313 199,329 417,642 
», licenses - - 65,771 29,487 95,258 
» registration of dogs and goats - 5,039 5,272 10,311 
> market dues - - 37,199 2,096 89,295 
» other sources - - - 70,623 18,468 89,091 
Total - - - 457,462 557,498 1,014,960 
EXPENDITURE. | 
Public works - - - - 249,268 874,747 624,015 
Salaries, &e.  - oe a ‘ 49,397 | 61,690 104,087 
Other expenditure —- F -| 149,645 | 67,563 210,208 
Total - : -| 484,810 508,000 504,000 938,310 


74, A statement of the revenue and expenditure of the General General and 
Government added to those of the municipalities during the last !0c@l revenne 
and expendi- 
six years, and to those of the Melbourne Harbour Trust during tite. 
the five years that body has been in existence, will be found in 
the following table. From the totals of municipal revenue and 
expenditure the amounts granted by the state have been 


deducted : — 
General and Local Revenue and Expenditure, 1876 to 1881, 


Total Amounts received and expended. 


1876, | 1877. | 1878. 1880. | 1881. 


1879. 
Revenue. £ £ £ £ £ £ 
General government - | 4,325,156 | 4,723,876 |4,504,413 |4,621,520 |4,621,282 | 5,186,011 
Municipalities - - - 684,691 674,436 639,428 624,681 616,132 651,597 
Melbourne Harbour Trust - —- 44,435 86,746 78,517 71,260 86,642 
Total - - | 5,009,847 | 5,442,747 |5,230,587 |5,324,718 |5,308,674 | 5,924,250 
Expenditure. 
General government - | 4,572,843 | 4,358,096 }4,634,349 |4,833,379 |4,875,029 | 5,108,642 
Municipalities - - 649,655 632,094 713,503 583,476 771,054 574,947 
Melbourne Harbour Trust - _ 16,940 92,136 91,014 | 103,540 93,890 


Total - a | 5,222,498 | 5,007,130 |5,439,988 {5,507,869 {5,749,623 | 5,777,479 


75. The next table gives the general and local revenue and General and 


local revenue 
expenditure per head in the same six years. It will be observed . 73 Hb 5 ee 


that in the last year named the Jocal revenue, embracing that of ture per bead. 
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the municipal bodies, and that of the Harbour Trust, am 
to over 17s. per head, and the general and local revenue pa 
to nearly 7/. per head :— 


General and Local Revenue and Expenditure per Head, 1876 to 1881. 


Amounts received and expended per Head. 
Bere 2 aaa 


1876. | 1877. 1878. | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. 
Revenue. 
£sda|8s. 4a |88 a)/88d|)£ 5% d.| £8. d. 
General government B 9.41 617 10)5120 6/511 8/5 911) 6. 0 7 
Municipalities - ~| O17 41.016 10/015 8/016 1TPOld 8) O15 2 
Melbourne Harbour Trust - _ Goch P) Onc8 eh EE 1.08 Loy 0 BO 
Total - b-6.-@ -8 1-615 9) 6°8L8)] 698 8:16. 8 .4]-627 9 
Expenditure. : ‘i 
General government -| 515 7) 5 8 91518 8|51610)516 O| 5 18 10 
Municipalities - -| o16 58] 015 9/017 6/014 1/018 4) 018 4 
Melbourne Harbour Trust - _— 6 8.5 /0/292 S10 2 F)0 26) 0 2.9 
Total - - 6-12) 0 6 411/618 5|613 2 6 16 10 614 4 


General and 
local taxation. 


peorrre 


Heads of Taxation. 


76. The amount of taxation under the General and Municipal 
Governments, and under the Melbourne Harbour Trust, is given 
in the following table for the same years, the items being specified in 
each case. ‘he principle upon which the items of taxation are 
separated from the general revenue has been already explained. 
The local taxation is separated from the whole municipal revenue 
by rejecting, besides all grants received from the General Govern- 
ment, rents of buildings and land, proceeds of the letting of halls 
&c., the balance being considered as taxation. The taxation 
levied by the Harbour ‘Trust consists only of wharfage rates :— 


General and Local Taxation, 1876 to 1881. 


Amount received. 
2 nee 
1876. | 1877. | 1878. | 1879. | 1880. | 1881 
ae spr) Bane) amelie Be BRS 8 


ee ae 


General Government Taxation. ry £ £ £ £ S 


Customs duties . 2 


1,550,461 {1,522,795 1,459,628 |1,351,864 {1,353,656 1,450,137 
107,327 | 109,037 27,820 26,520 24,125 24,641 


Wharfage rates - 
Ports and harbours - - 22,104 20,993 22,647 20,310 19,194 20,577 


Excise:— — 
Spirits = - 33,437 34,768 36,309 36,088 41,230 52,232 
Beer - - = = coe = es be) 62,557 
Tobacco - = =< — == — 21,872 


Licenses (not territorial) = - 
Duties on estates of deceased 


10,712 | 11,688 | 17,150} 20,116 | 21,762 | 23,906 


_| 48,963 | 44,104 | 72,500 | 47,983 | 37,928 78,141 


persons - - 
Duties on bank notes - 7,191 27,248 26,672 24,956 22,470 23,807 
Land tax - = af ae — 50,227 | 202,251] 87,553 | 129,990 
Stamp duty - - - — —_— — fn 83,005 115,844 
Toll receipts - - 197 52 — = ed n% 


1,780,392 [1,770,685 |1,712,953 [1,730,088 |1,690,923 | 2,003,704 


| centre ee | ere 


Total ~ - 


ee es | | RE 
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Amount received. 
Heads of Taxation. a 


1876. | 1877. | 1878. | 1879, | 1880, | 1881. 
Ss te 


Municipal Taxation. 


Rates “ - - | 359,266 | 381,580 | 401,208 | 398,303 401,096 417,642 
Toll receipts - - 61,055 57,078 18,895 oo at ae 
Licenses his - - | 108,753 108,367 | 102,732 98,441 94,713 95,258 
Registration of dogs and goats 10,783 10,848 10,298 10,521 10,370 10,311 
Market dues - wi! -| 381,248] 32,742 | 39,776 | 32,095 | 37,451 89,295 
Total - - | 571,105 | 590,610 | 560,904 | 539,360 | 543,680 | 562,506 
Melbourne Harbour Trust 
Taxation. 
Wharfage rates - - — 48,106 84,731 67,827 83,493 


——- 


Total general and local 
taxation - - |2,351,497 |2,404,401 |2,358,588 |2,344,748 2,302,380 | 2,649,703 


ectee kas nana a SIE Aaa TR NES OT CRT OF PI be te 
77. The aggregate amounts of taxation raised by the General General and 
Government and local bodies represented, in 1876, a proportion neh the ice 
of 2/. 19s. 5d. to each individual in the community ; in 1877, ce 
31.; in 1878, 21. 17s. 10d.; in 1879, 22 16s. 8d.; in 1880, 
21. 14s. 9d.; and in 1881, 32. 1s. 7d. 
78. The public debt of Victoria amounted on the 30th June Public debt. 
1881 to 22,593,1027., and consisted of :— 


x ei a, 

Debentures - - 21,450,220 0 0O 
Stock - - - 642,881 18 0 
Treasury Bonds - 500,000 0 0 
Total - - 22,593,101 18 0 


79, On the 30th June 1881 the estimated population of Victoria Indebtedness 
was 867,078. If the amount of debt at the same period be ?* Reet 
divided by this number, the proportionate indebtedness of each 
man, woman, and child in the colony will be shown to have been 
261. 1s. 2d. 

80. In order to provide for a temporary deficit in the public Issue of 
finances, Treasury bonds of the nominal value of 500,000. were j7°4"" 
issued towards the close of the year 1880. ‘These bonds were 
legalised under Act 44 Vict. No. 663. Each bond was of the 
value of 100/., and bore interest at the rate of 5 per cent. per 
annum. The bonds were divided into three lots of 166,6001., 
166,700/., and 166,700/., redeemable in one, two, and three years 
respectively, and were successfully disposed of on the 19th October 
1880. The tenderers numbered 35, the tenders 78, and the total 
amount tendered was 1,228,900. The whole of the bonds, how- 
ever, with the exception of 291 of those for three years, were 
obtained by one firm. The price obtained for the one year’s 
bonds was 101/. 5s. 2d.; for the two years’, 1010. 10s. 2d.; and 
the average for the three years’ was 1010. 2s. 4d. The proceeds of 
the first was 168,696/; of the second, 169,215/; and of the third 


281 


282 


VIcToRIA, 


48 PAPERS RELATING TO 


168,564/.; or a total of 506,475/. The money was thus obtained 
at the rate of 32 per cent., 4} per cent., and 43 per cent. per 
annum for the one, two, and three years’ bonds respectively. 


Redempt ion of 81. The bonds for one year (166,600/.) were redeemed in due 


Treasury 
bonds. 


Marriages, 
1881. 


Marriages 1881 
and former 
years, 


course on the 1st November 1881, and subsequently, on the 13th 
February 1882, the revenue being in a flourishing condition, the 
sum of 166,700/., representing the whole of the bonds for two 
years, and the sum of 137,0002, being portion of those for three 
years, or in all 304,300, was paid off. The balance outstanding 
was thus reduced to 29,1002, which the Treasurer is prepared at 
any time to discharge. 

82. The marriages celebrated in Victoria during 1881 num- 
bered 5,896, as against 5,286, in the previous year. The excess in 
favour of 1881 was thus 610. 

The number of marriages compared with the total population 
is generally called the marriage rate. This for many years had 
been declining in Victoria, for, whilst in the three years prior to 
1863 it was above 8 per 1,000 of both sexes and all ages, from 
1863 to 1865 it was between 7 and 8, and between 1868 and 1878 
it was between 6 and 7, per 1,000. It reached its lowest point, 
5°98, in 1879, revived in 1880, to 6°22, and further advanced in 
1881, to 6°79, this being the highest rate recorded during the 
past twelve yeays- The following table gives the number of 
marriages and nu mber of persons married per 1,000 of the popu- 
lation during each of the twenty-two years ended with 1881 :— 


Annual Marriage Rate, 1860 to 1881. 


Per 1,000 of the Mean Population. 


Year. 
. Number of Persons 
Number of Marriages. Married. 

1860 = - - - 8°15 16°30 
1861 Ss = « - 8°21 16°42 
1862 3 = - - 8°26 16°52 
1863 a = - - ep 15°02 
1864 a ‘ ~ - 7°77 15°54 
1865 - - - - 7°36 14°72 
1866 3 a = - 6°76 13°52 
1867 e Ba a - 6°97 13°94 
1868 Fm = * - 7°08 14°16 
1869 a a = - 6°89 13°78 
1870 = =, - - 6°63 13°26 
1871 2 a a: = 6°37 12°74 
1872 r zZ is S 6°36 12°72 
1873 . a a - 6°50 13°00 
1874 a S a - 6°33 12°66 
1875 7 me 4 2 6°33 12°66 
1876 = 2 re “ 6°21 12°42 
1877 - z z « 6°31 12°62 
1878 - - - - 6°20 12°40 
1879 P ‘8 ra = 5°98 11°96 
1880 = “ % e 6°22 12°44 
1881 i R ‘és ee 6°79 13°58 

os 6°78 13°56 


Average of twenty-two years 


re 


283 
HER MAJESTY S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 49 


83. The frequency of marriage in a community depends pri- yicronrza. 
marily upon the number of single males at marriageable ages a 
existing therein, modified by the extent to which such males find Marrigge rate 
themselves in prosperous circumstances ; therefore, as has been nilegiae, 
shown in previous issues of this work, marriage rates calculated 
upon a comparison of the marriages with the total population, 
which is the ordinary method pursued in all countries which 
compile vital statistics, and is the principle on which those em- 
bodied in the last table have been computed, are not reliable, 
especially in young communities, in the composition of which 
great and sudden changes sometimes take place in consequence of 
accessions of population from without, followed by periods in 
which immigration is at a standstill. A more correct method of 
calculating the marriage rate is to compare the marriages with the 
number of marriageable males, by which means the children, the 
married men, an1 the females, all of which are disturbing elements 
in the caleulaticn when made in the ordinary way, are left out of 
account. There are circumstances which may cause variations in 
the rate calculated in this manner, such as an abnormally large or 
small proportion of males between 21 and 30, which is essentially 
the marrying age, or of widowers, the tendency of whom to marry 
is much greater than that of bachelors; but, notwithstanding these 
objections, the test, upon the whole, isa much safer one than if 
based on a marriage rate calculated upon the whole population. 

84. The following table gives a statement of the marriage rate Proportion of 
in the last five census years,” calculated, first, by comparing the pe to 
number of marriages with the total population enumerated, and, Palast 
secondly, by comparing the number of marriages with the number 
of marriageable men. The numbers refer only to population of 
European birth or extraction, the Chinese and Aborigines, and 
the marriages in which they took part, having been eliminated 


therefrom :— 


Proportion of Marriages to Population and to Marriageable 
Males, 1854 to 1881. 


Exclusive of Chinese and Aborigines. 


Proportion of Marriages. 


Year Bachelors 
o aged 20 and . is 
Census.* Total ashes and | Marriages in 


Population. : Censusyears.*| Per 1,000 of | Per 1,000 
WaaDwer the Popula- Bachelors and 


at all ages. tion. | Widowers. 
i 
1854 Z 234,361 70,865 3,696 15°77 52°16 
1857 = 383,668 95,427 4,465 11°64 46°79 
1861 - 513,896 106,940 4,528 8°81 42°84 
1871 . 712,263 89,921 4,715 6°62 52°43 
1881 ‘ [849,438 99,824 5,732 6°75 57°42 


* Periods commencing six months before and ending six months aft®r the date 
of each census. 


284 
50 PAPERS RELATING TO 


85. The last column but one, which gives the marriage rate 
; calculated according to the principle generally adopted, shows a 
mai “a very considerable decrease at each period, as compared with the 
than at any previous one, until 1881, when as compared with 1871, a slight 
former period. revival is indicated. Supposing the frequency of marriage to 
denote prosperity, a consideration of this column alone would 
lead to the conclusion that at the last two periods the Colony 
was in a depressed condition, not only as compared with the time 
when the excitement caused by the early gold discoveries often 
led to matrimony being entered into recklessly, but as compared 
with 1861, when that excitement had subsided. The numbers 
in the last column, however, tell a very different tale, those for 
1861 showing that, at that period, marriage, taking into account 
those of an age and condition fit to contract it, was less common 
than at any other; and the latest period was that at which the 
marriage rate, calculated according to the more correct principle, 
was higher than at any previous period for which records are 


VICTORIA. 


available. 
iy Sa Pag have spoken of females as amongst the disturbing 
a any fa elements which ought to be eliminated in making calculations of 


the marriage rate, and this statement will doubtless cause surprise 
to many; but nothing is more certain than that, in countries 
where monogamy prevails, a comparatively smal! proportion of 
females, much smaller than is generally supposed, suffices to 
enable any man desirous of marrying to obtain a wife. At the 
present time, when, in proportion to the single men living, the 
number marrying is higher than at any previous period of the 
colony’s history, only one in 17 actually does marry annually, and 
there is no reason to suppose that, if the total number of females 
in the Colony was equal to or even exceeded that of males, the 
marriages would be more numerous, or if it was reduced by half, 
that the marriages would be fewer than they are now. This will 
be better understood by reference to the following table, which 
shows the number of marriageable females, and the proportion of 
them which married in each of the last five census years. 


Proportion of Marriages to Marriageable Females, 1854 to 1881. 


Exclusive of Chinese and Aborigines. 


Year of Census. Spinsters aged 15 and Proportion of Marriages 
upwards, and Widows per 1,000 Spinsters 
at all ages. and Widows. 
1854 - - - 15,083 245°04 
1857 - < - 26,317 169° 66 
1861 - - ° 37,006 122°36 
1871 - e = 65,386 72°11 
1881 - - - 119,360 48°02 
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87. It will be seen that the fact of marriageable females being 
numerous has at no period caused any increase in their marriage 
rate; but, on the contrary, as the number of such females has 
increased, the rate at which they have married has largely declined. 
A comparison of this and the previous table will show that in 
1881, for the first time, marriageable females exceeded marriageable 
males, the excess being nearly 20,000, or about a fifth. Notwith- 
standing this, however, only 5,732 out of the whole number, 
amounting to over 119,000, got married in the year ; the proportion 
of females marrying to those ready to marry being much smaller 
than at any previous period. 

88. The declension in the female marriage rate will be better 
realised when it is considered that in 1854 about 1 in 4 of all 
the spinsters and widows in the Colony married in the year, 
which proportion, three years after, had fallen to 1 in 6; 10 years 
later it had fallen to 1 in 8; ten years still later it had fallen to 
1 in 14; and ten years later, viz. in 1881, it had reached the 
exceedingly low point of 1 in 21. The tide has probably now 
turned; the youthful native-born male population is growing up 
to manhood, and is commencing to fill the gap in early adult life 
caused by the passing on to later periods of the immigrants who, 
at the time of the discovery of the first gold fields, came to Victoria 
unaccompanied by persons at younger ages to supply their places 
as they passed onward or disappeared altogether from the scene ; 
and it may be expected that, if the Colony continues to enjoy a 
fair amount of prosperity, the marriages will increase in proportion 
to the available females, as they have already done in proportion 
to the available males. 

89. The births registered in Victoria during 1881 numbered 
27,145, as against 26,148 in 1880. The increase in the year 
under review, as compared with the previous one, was thus 997. 

90. The birth rate had been declining steadily for many years 
until 1881. It recovered itself slightly in that year, and was 
higher than in 1880, but it was lower than in any previous year. 
The following are the figures for the last 22 years :— 


Annual Birth Rate, 1860 to 1881. 


Births per 
1,000 of Mean 
Population. 
1860 “ - = - 42°81 
1861 - - > - 43°46 
862 = - “ - 44°50 
1863 - - * = 42°46 
1864 - - i - 43°79 
1865 - - * - 42°40 
1866 - ~ - - 39°76 
1867 - - - - 39°75 
1868 - - - - 41°08 


1869 - - = - 37°89 


VICTORIA. 


Female 
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declining. 


Probability ot 
female 
marriage rate 
reviving. 


Births, 1881. 


Birth rate. 
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Births per 
1,000 of Mean 

Population. 
1870 - - - - 38:07 
1871 - : - ei BT°15 
1872 - - - - 36°33 
1873 - ~ - r . 36771 
1874 - ~ ~ - 34°46 
1875 - ~ - - 33°94 
1876 - - - - 33°61 
1877 - ~ - oe ae Uy 
1878 - - ~ - $2°36 
1879 - - - - 32°18 
1880 - - - 30°75 
1881 - - - - 3]:°24 
Average of twenty-two years - 36°93 


91. Birth rates, based upon a comparison of the number of 
events with the total population are, like marriage rates, calculated 
upon a similar basis, apt to mislead, unless the population is in a 
normal condition. It must be quite evident that, if there is not 
a sufficient proportion of married women at the fruitful or child- 
bearing ages in a community, the birth rate is not likely to be 
high, but that an excess of such women would probably cause a 
high birth rate. This will be made apparent by the following 
table, which shows the birth rate, calculated upon the total 
population and upon the number of married women at the child- 
bearing period of life, in the last two census years :— 


Proportion of Births to Population and to Married Women. 


Proportion of Legitimate 


irths. 
Married 
Year of | Enumerated |Women under] Legitimate Per 1.000 
” lation. | 4 if irths. 
Census Population 5 ye re) Births Per 1,000 pe hart 
of the Women under 
Population. | 45 Years of 
Age. 

int 731,528 88,561 26,805 36°64 302 °67 
1881 - 862,346 84,831 25,675 29°77 302°66 


92. It will be noticed that the married women at reproductive 


decline of birth ages were fewer by 3,730 in 1881 than in 1871, that the proportion 


rate. 


of births to such women, viz., 3023 per 1,000, was exactly the 
same in both years, but that the proportion of births to the total 
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population was considerably less in 1881 than in 1871. Thus 
while the birth rate, based upon a comparison of the births with 
the married women, remained perfectly steady, that rate based 
upon a comparison of the births with the population showed a 
falling off of nearly 7 per 1,000. The reduction in the birth rate, 
calculated in the ordinary way, which has been noticed for years 
past is therefore conclusively shown to be due to a deficiency in 
the community of married women at the fruitful period of life. 
As after a time of depression both marriage and birth rates 
improved in 1881, it may fairly be hoped that the lowest point 
has been reached, and that an increase in the number of married 
women will lead to a corresponding increase in births. 


93. The deaths in 1881 numbered 12,302, as against 11,652 
in 1880. The increase in the year under notice was thus 650. 


94. The births in 1881 exceeded the deaths by 14,843, or 121 
per cent. as against 124 per cent. in 1880. In the sixteen years 
ended with 1881 the proportion averaged 124 per cent. The 
following were the births and deaths in each of those sixteen 
years, and the excess of the former over the latter. It will be 
noticed that the births more than doubled the deaths in all the 
years except 1875 and 1876, when the mortality was swelled by 
the presence of epidemics :— 


Excess of Births over Deaths, 1866 to 1881, 


Excess of Births over Deaths. 


Year. Births. Deaths. 
Numerical. | Centesimal. 
Per Cent. 

1866 - - ~ 25,010 12,286 12,724 104 
1867 = - - 25,608 11,733 13,875 118 
1868. s 27,248 10,067 17,176 171 
1869 | ; 4 26,040 10,630 15,410 145 
1870 4 - - 27,151 10,420 16,731 161 
Erg quate Z : 27,382 9,918 17,464 176 
1872 r - - 27,361 10,831 16,530 153 
1878.04 : é 28,100 11,501 16,599 144 
1874 4 = - 26,800 12,222 14,578 119 
1875 3 = - 26,720 15,287 11,433 75 
1876 3b = - 26,769 18,561 13,208 97 
1877 a ~ - 26,010 12,776 13,234 104 
1878 = = Ps 26,581 12,702 13,879 109 
1879. . 4 26,839 12,120 14,719 121 
1880 io as | 26,148 11,652 14,496 124 
Taal, ; 27,145 12,302 14,843 121 

Total in 16 years’ - 426,907 190,008 236,899 124 
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95. The following table shows the death rate of males and Annual death 
females, and of both sexes, during each of the past 21 years. '% 


It will also be noticed that the death rate in all the years, 
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except 1861 and 1862, bore more hardly upon males than upon 
females :— 


Annual Death Rate, 1861 to 1881. 


Estimated Number Deaths per 1,000 
Year mean Population. of Deaths. of the mean Population. 
Males. | Females. Males. | Females. Males. | Females. | Total. 
1861 - - 324,988 214,836 6,124 4,398 18°84 20°47 19°49 
1862 - = 822,916 225,164 5,900 4,180 18°27 18°56 18°39 
1863 - - 325,680 237,280 5,646 8,856 17°34 16°25 16°88 
1864 - r $35,272 251,178 5,202 8,685 15°51 14°67 15°15 
1865 - - 847,083 264,135 6,158 4,303 17°74 16°29 Agra | 
1866 - - 853,941 275,097 7,016 | 5,270 19°82 19°16 19°53 
1867 - - 359,642 284,634 6,613 5,120 18°39 17°99 18°21 
1868 - - 867,752 295,340 5,865 4,202 15°95 14°28 15°18 
1869 - - 379,396 807,806 6,221 4,409 16°40 14°32 15°47 
1870 - - 392,159 $21,036 6,114 4,306 15°59 13°41 14°61 
1871 - - 403,819 333,686 5,845 4,073 14°49 12°21 13°46 
1872 - - 409,081 844,117 6,308 4,523 15°42 13°14 14°38 
1878 - - 412,597 352,914 6,565 4,936 15°91 18°99 15°02 
1874 - - 416,725 360,931 6,994 5,228 16°78 14°48 15°72 
1875 - - 419,779 367,558 8,563 6,724 20°40 18°29 19°42 
1876 - - 422,931 373,627 7,716 5,845 18°24 15°64 17°02 
1877 - - 427,727 380,878 7,845 5,431 17°17 14°26 15°80 
1878 - - 433,155 388,313 7,179 5,523 16°57 14°22 15°46 
1879 - - 438,568 395,467 7,033 5,087 16°04 12°86 14°53 
1880 - - 446,445 403,898 6,610 5,042 14°81 12°48 13°70 
1881 - - 456,107 412,835 7,024 5,278 15°40 12°78 14°16 
Average of twenty-one years : - - 16°91 15°22 16°12 


Note.—In 1861, 1866, and 1875, and to a certain extent in the preceding and in the succeeding 
years, the death rate was swelled by epidemics of measles and scarlatina. 


96..It has been held by high anthority that in countries in 
which the climate is healthy, hygiene properly attended to, and 
the population in a normal condition as regards age, the ordinary 
mortality incident to human nature would probably cause the 
death rate to be in the proportion of about 17 per 1,000 persons 
living. It should, however, be borne in mind that death rates 
based merely upon the total population, in common with birth 
and'marriage rates calculated upon a like basis, are not always 
fair tests of the state of a community. If the proportion of very 
young or old people is high, the death rate will be also high; but 
if, on the other hand, the number of persons at the middle ages 
is excessive, the death rate will be low. It will be remarked that 
the mortality exceeded 17 per 1,000 seven times in the 21 years 
named in the table, but over the whole period it has been very 
little over 16 per 1,000. In the last five years it has never been 
so high as 16 per 1,000, in three of those years it has been below 
15, and in one below 14 per 1,000. 

97. It has happened that the last two census years, viz., 1871 
and 1881, were years of exceptionally low mortality. In 1871 
the death rate of both males and females were the lowest recorded 
during the whole period of twenty-one years, after which, and the 
death rate in 1880, the next lowest death rate was in 1881. 
However satisfactory it may be on general grounds that a low 
rate of mortality should prevail at any time, such a circumstance 
occurring at two successive census periods is apt to mislead those 
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who attempt, without due allowance, to base conclusions upon the — Vicrorza.. 


relations which exists between the number of deaths and the excel 
population of the colony, as derived from the results of the cen- 
gus years alone. 


98. In 1881 the total declared value of the imports was Imports, ex- 
16,718,5212., and that of the exports 16,252,103/., the excess of trade, 1881. 
imports over exports was therefore 466,418/., and the whole value 


of the external trade of the colony was 32,970,624. 


99. The value of imports was greater in 1881 than in 1880 by Imports and 
2,161,6271.; and the value of exports was greater than in that aia 
year by 297,5442. It should be pointed out, however, that the compared. 


value of imports was exceptionally low in 1880. 


100. The imports in 1881, as indicated by their value, were Imports and 
only exceeded in three previous years, viz.:—1874 by 235,464/., xpos 188! 
and former 


1857 by 587,688/., and 1854 by 940,530/. The exports in 1881 years, 
were the highest in any year of the colony’s history. 


101. Since 1851, the year in which gold was discovered in Imports and 
Victoria, the imports per head of the population have exceeded pity" 
those in 1881 in ‘all but six of the years, the exceptions being 
1880, 1879, 1872, 1871, 1870, and 1867; and the exports per 
head have also exceeded those in 1881 in all but five of the years 
viz., 1879, 1878, 1876, 1872, and 1870. The value per head of 
external trade, as measured by the sum of the imports and ex- 
ports, was less in 1881 than in all but eight of those years, viz., 
the three years 1878 to 1880, 1876, the three years 1870 to 1872, 
and 1867. The following table shows the value of imports and 
exports per head in each year commencing with that in which 
Victoria was separated from New South Wales :— 


Imports and Exports per Head, 1851 to 1881. 


Value per Head of the Population of 


Year 

Imports. Exports. Both. 

£ s.d. £ s. d. £ s. d 
1851 ~ - 12 8 4 6. 7°92 28.11-..1 
1852 - - 80 12 5 56 1 4 86 13 9 
1853 = - SP Si9 56 12 4 187 14 1 
1854 - - 66 O11 44 0 10 110 1 9 
1855 = - 85° (9) 10 BOT +5 doy 1 <6 
1856 : - 39 5 6 4013 8 7918 9 
1857 = = 40 2 0 35 0 10 75.-2.10 
1858 - ~ 31 4 6 28 18 3 60 & 9 
1859 : - 80 4 1 2616 3 57 0 4 
1860 = - 28 5 8 22 5 5 5010 8 
1861 = - 25 1 4 25 12 5 50 18 9 
1862 “ i 9412 2 28.15 7 48 7 9 
1863 = - 25 1 6 24,1 11 49 3 5 
1864 - - 25 10 8 23 13 11 49 4 7 
1865 a = 2113 9 2110 38 43 4 0 
1866 - - aa! Ee | 20 9 9 43 19 4 
1867 = - 18 2 4 19 15° 0 37 17 4 
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Value per Head of the Population of 


Year. 

Imports. Exports. Both. 

£s. d £ s. di £ os. d 
1868 - - 90 1 9 23 10 4 43 12 1 
1869 - - 90 411 19 11 10 39 16 9 
1870 - - iv 33 L739 8 34 18 11 
1871 ~ ~ 16 14 11 19 15 1 386 10 O 
1872 - - 1g ‘3 6 18 8 4 86 11 10 
1873 - ° oi ie 0 19 19 10 41 11 10 
-1874 - = 2116 O 19 tt 2 es 
1875 - - 31 311 18.15. 1 39 19 O 
1876 - - 19 14 4 17:16 6 87 10 10 
1877 - - 20 4 9 18 14 11 38 19 8 
1878 - - 1913 6 18 3 5 37 16 11 
1879 - - 1s 0 7 1418 8 82 19 3 
1880 - - U7? eta 18 15 38 $5.17 -8 
1881 - - 19 410 18 14 1 87 18 11 


102. The value of the imports into Victoria of articles entered 
as being the produce or manufacture of the United Kingdom, of 
other British Dominions, and of foreign states, and the value of 
the exports from Victoria of articles entered as the produce or 
manufacture of the same countries and of the colony itself, also 
the percentage of such values to the total value of imports and 
exports in 1881, will be found in the following table :— 


Imports and Exports the Produce of different Countries, 1881. 


Imports. Exports. 
Articles thé Pickus 2 

Bi ok neat Value. Baa Taine: eae 
SS Se ay £ Me wes Se 

Victoria - - - _ — 12,480,567 76°79 

The United Kingdom -| 7,152,892 42°79 1,272,492 7°84 

Other British Possessions -| 6,838,395 40°90 1,778,578 10°94 

Foreign States - = |) 22:797,2984 16°31 720,466 4°43 

Total - - | 16,718,521 100°00 16,252,103 100°00 


103. It will be observed that 77 per cent. of the exports were 
set down as the produce or manufacture of Victoria. This is a 
higher proportion than that which prevailed in any other year 
since 1866, except 1867, 1872, and 1873, as will be seen by the 
following table, which gives the total value and value per head of 
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articles of Victorian produce exported, and their proportion to the 
total exports, in each of the fifteen years ended with 1881 :— 


Exports of Victorian Produce, 1867 to 1881. 


Exports of Articles produced or manufactured in Victoria. 


Year. 
Value per Head of Per-centage of 
Agel Sone: the Population. Total Exports. 
£ £ 8. d. 
19674. . 9,972,333 1 9 7 78°37 
1868 - - 11,697,893 17 12 10 75°02 
1869 - 9,539,816 13 17 8 70°85 
1870; " 9,108,323 1215 3 73°00 
isvl >< é 11,151,622 15 2 7 76°60 
1872 - - 10,758,658 14 5 8 77°56 
1873 . - 11,876,707 15 10 4 77°61 
1874 - - 11,352,515 1412 0 73°52 
ays oe x 10,571,806 13 8 6 71°59 
isteot 3 P 10,155,916 1215 0 71°54 
1877 - - 11,269,086 1318 9 74°35 
1878 - - 10,676,499 12 19 11 71°53 
1879 - - 8,069,857 913 6 64°80 
1880 - - 11,220,467 13 $11 70°33 
1881 ‘ : 12,480,567 ja 7 3 76°79 
104. In 1881, 45 per cent. of the Victorian imports, according 


to value, were from, and 48 per cent. of the exports were to, the 
United Kingdom. Thirty-six per cent. of the former, and 29 per 
cent. of the latter, were conveyed between Victoria and the neigh- 
bouring colonies, chiefly New South Wales. Nearly 19 per cent. 
of the exports were to countries grouped under the head of “ other 
British possessions,” the articles being chiefly gold and specie sent 
to Ceylon, intended generally, no doubt, for further shipment to 
the United Kingdom. The value of the imports from, and the 
exports to, the different countries, and the percentage of such 
values to the total imports and exports, are given in the following 
table :— 


Imports from, and Exports to, different Countries, 1881. 


Imports therefrom. Exports thereto. 


Countries. 
Per- Per- 
Value. centage. vane centage. 
New South Wales: - - | 4,552,771 27°23 | 2,464,657 15°16 
Queensland - - - 17,728 Jat 27,422 “17 
South Australia - - = 261,662 1°57 782,740 4°82 
Western Australia 10,938 07 77,656 +48 
Tasmania - ~ = - 393,855 2°36 581,500 3°57 
New Zealand - = - 712,776 4°26 802,467 4°94 
Total Australasia - - | 5,949,730 85°60 | 4,736,442 29°14 


VIcrorRiA. 


Trade with 
various 


countries, 1&8]. 
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The United Kingdom 
Other British Possessions 
The United States 

Other Foreign States 


Countries. 


Total ss 


Imports therefrom. 
Value. Per- 
centage. 
£ 

7,518,095 44°96 
1,414,836 8°46 
471,572 2°82 
1,364,288 8°16 
‘116,718,521 100:00 


Exports thereto. 


Value. 


£ 
7,784,025 
8,061,293 
75,186 
595,157 


16,252,103 


Per- 
centage. 


47°90 
18°84 
*46 
3°66 


100°00 


105. ‘The values of sixty-one of the principal articles imported 
in 1881 and in the first year of each of the two previous quin- 


quenniads are placed side by side in the following table :— 


22 


Imports of principal Articles, 1871, 


Articles. 


Books - 
Stationery - 
Musical Instruments 


Watches, clocks, and witchwsiers' 


materials, 
Cutlery - 
Machinery - 
Tools and utensils 


Furniture and upholstery 


Drugs and chemicals 
Matches and vestas 
Opium - 
Paints and colours 


Carpeting and druggeting 
Woollens and woollen piece goods” - 


Silks - - 
Cottons - 

Linen piece goods, cha 
Drapery - 
Haberdashery 
Apparel and slops 
Boots and shoes 


Gloves - 
Hats, caps, and bonnets 
Hosiery - 
Millinery - 


Cae. Se soe 


Bags and sacks (including woolpacks) 


Butter and cheese 
Fish - 


Meats—fresh, pe a and salted - 


Flour and biscuit 


1876, and 1881. 


Value of Imports. 


1871. 


£ 
79,272 
47,193 
27,643 
16,410 


22,544 
50,826 
61,716 
30,818 
57,190 
26,760 
94,455 
30,484 
26,912 
601,007 
179,524 
318,853 
32,895 
118,472 
119,025 
249,403 
249,811 
31,151 
90,484 
81,582 
74,437 
59,484 
14,870 
93,178 
12,696 
88,315 


1876. 


£ 
155,525 
58,292 
70,734 
62,638 


52,820 
93,234 
57,686 
54,311 
65,608 
55,719 
104,561 
37,259 
54,771 
789,183 
258,454 
648,697 
46,639 
203,161 
304,044 
200,040 
62,925 
129,866 
135,248 
16,239 
161,226 
2,022 
111,296 
13,001 
8,282 


1881. 


£ 
198,288 
83,455 
93,684 
68,248 


23,426 
108,337 
40,165 
55,226 
76,316 
43,597 
54,820 
51,138 
73,035 
798,088 
263,946 
872,691 
28,251 
326,894 
279,767 
105,379 
89,512 
118,917 
105,124 
208,169 
813 
182,569 
8,826 
3,536 


* In 1876 and 1881 articles formerly comprised under the head of Drapery, and 
in 1881 those under the head of Millinery, were distributed under ether headings. 


Order. 
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106. The exports of forty-one of the principal articles are in 
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Articles. 


Fruit (including currants and raisins) 
Grain—oats - - - 
wheat - - - - 
7, other (including malt and rice) 
Sugar and molasses - - - 
Beer, cider, and perry - - 
Coffee - - - 
Hops - - - - - 
Spirits - - - - 
Tea - - - - 
Tobacco, cigars, and snuff - - 
Wine - = = - - 
Candles : - - - 
Hides, skins, and pelts - = 
Leather, leatherware, and feather cloth 
Wool - - 
Paper (ineluding paper bag ps) - - 
Timber - - 
Oil of all kuide - - - 


> 


Coal - = = : s 
Earthenware, brownware, & chinaware 
Glass and glassware - - - 


Gold (exclusive of specie) - = 
Specie—gold - - - - 
ot other - 
Jewellery - - - - 
Tron and steel (exclusive of railway 
rails, telegraph wire, &c.) 
Nails and screws = - = 
Live stock = = - = 
Fancy goods - - - - 
Hardware and ironmongery  - - 
Oilmen’s stores = - - 


Totai < = 


Value of Imports. 


111,266,650 |14,006,408 |14,792,743 


1871. | 1876. 
£ Fad 
141,152 | 146,836 
151,981 | 138,499 
297,010 87,725 
377,638 | 370,974 
1,017,420 | 1,086,251 
149,104 | 158,167 
62,339 73,322 
67,251 82,793 
355,263 | 507,341 
510,055 | 672,883 
204,418 | 291,066 
64,766 | 179,167 
116,908 28,435 
31,906 | 100,917 
39,757 | 120,850 
218,703*| 2,179,184 
99,054 | 168,430 
172,802 | 324,189 
263,565 | 148,683 
1 179,681 | 277,531 
| 34,926 85,978 
45,268 93,798 
1,317,018 | 553,821 
1,190,405 10,000 
1,447 4,110 
37,834 43,233 
| 254,073 | 653,413 
| 31,250 58,462 
695,388 | 1,203,659 
34,977 40,200 
72,930 86,257 
| 43,651 17,272 
j 
! 


like manner given for the same three years :-— 


ere 

186,876 
87,888 
22,928 
235,699 
1,004,869 
161,673 

68,27 
42,332 
426,864 
942,603 
185,815 
131,426 
57,327 
96,084 
143,697 
2,887,265 
188,270 
481,925 
203,760 


73,075 
479,887 


50,993 
757,276 
59,067 
116,373 
15,234 


* Not ilgtiee the male of wool Hntanipe | into Visions across the Murray. 


kee of bg oe Articles, 1871, peed and 1881. 


Value of Exports. 


Articles. pe 
1871 1876. | 1881 
aN ba Me se, as ae ee ase Beare 

£ | £ £ 
Books : “ : é 10,219 42,611 80,324 
Stationery - - - - 24,829 49,032 39,396 
Machinery - - - - 38,339 75,692 122,464 
Woollens and woollen piece goods” - 22,197 | 98,611 92,492 
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Vessels inwards 
and outwards. 


ViCroria-: 


Articles. 


‘18 | Drapery - - 

19 | Apparel and slops  - 

Boots and shoes - 

21 | Butter and cheese - 
Meats—fresh and preserved - 


- 


» salted (including hams and bacon) 


22 Flour and biscuit = 
Grain—oats - - 
< wheat - 


+“ other (including malt and rice) 


Potatoes - - 
Sugar and molasses - 

23 | Coffee - Se - 
Spirits - - 
Tea - - - 
Tobacco, cigars, and snuff 
Wine - - - 

24 | Bones and bone-dust - 
Candles - - 
Hides - - - 
Horns and hoofs - 
Leather and leatherware 
Skins and pelts - 
Soap - - - 
Tallow - - 
Wool* - - 

25 | Bark - - - 
Hay, straw, and chaff - 

26 | Oil of all kinds = 

31 | Gold (exclusive of specie) 
Specie-——gold - - 

ng silver - > 

32 | Antimony ore, regulus, &c. 
Copper ore, regulus, &c. 
Tin, tin ore, and black sand 

33 | Live stock’ - - 

35 | Hardware and ironmongery 


Total - 


PAPERS RELATING TO 


Value of Exports. 


1871. 1876. 1881. 
£& £ £ 
251,885 a _ 
26,959 | 205,837 | 278,756 
42,676 82,496 | 93,012 
21,419 54,113 | 100,987 
355,273 | 166,586 | 113,426 
9,202 7,390 29,117 
32,014 40,064 | 241,386 
312 26,069 12,964 
5,850 478 | 689,254 
43,626 72,893 | 104,451 
19,877 65,242 57,091 
191,362 | 245,475 | 277,562 
20,910 30,884 32,480 
86,805 | 136,681 | 110,012 
196,463 | 251,116 | 292,606 
146,651 | 212,874] 154,545 
33,904 68,576 42,964 
23,610 16,521 13,774 
16,477 62,161 11,690 
4,795 2,996 6,239 
2,774 3,733 1,118 
160,862 | 199,592 | 329,006 
35,063 56,056 | 108,664 
3,542 6,951 12,496 
469,069 | 174,507 | 247,872 
4,702,164 | 6,413,754 | 5,450,066 
6,155 60,386 21,163 
8,665 56,524 81,196 
63,208 78,760 68,192 
6,590,962 | 2,103,591 | 1,646,930 
347,513 | 1,587,104 | 3,090,999 
4,935 7,239 480 
17,412 41,733 14,284 
1,359 533 15,975 
19,100 5,844 2,518 
48,921 | 153,024 | 459,254 
40,159 46,556 70,739 


14,147,517 {13,010,285 |14,617,444 


* Wool from across the Murray is included in the export returns of all the years. 
It was not included in the import returns prior to 1872. 


107. Partly, no doubt, owing to the increased number of large 
steamers trading to Melbourne, the tonnage of vessels entering 
and leaving Victorian ports was greater in 1881 than in any former 
year; but these seem to have to a certain extent supplanted 
smaller vessels, as a falling off in the number of vessels took place 
in 1879, which has been only partially recovered from since. The 
following table contains a statement of the number, tonnage, and 
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crews of vessels, inwards and outwards, during the fourteen years, — Vicronsa. 


ended with 1881 :— 


Vessels entered and cleared, 1868 to 1881. 


Total entered and 


Vessels entered. Vessels cleared. oleavod. 
Year. nae 
No. | Tons. | Men. No. Tons. | Men. No. Tons. 

1868 2,067 653,362 33,613 2,172 685,207 35,332 4,239 | 1,888,569 
1869 2,320 721,274 35,628 2,334 730,961 35,696 4,654 1,452,235 
1870 2,093 663,764 32,838 2,187 681,098 33,836 4,280 1,344,862 
1871 2,187 663,002 83,789 2,257 692,023 35,050 4,394 | 1,355,025 
1872 2,104 666,336 33,551 2,234 694,426 35,353 4,338 1,360,762 
1878 2,187 756,103 36,307 2,226 762,912 36,216 4,413 | 1,519,015 
1874 2,100 777,110 36,834 2,122 792,509 36,472 4,222 | 1,569,619 
1875 2,171 840,386 88,681 2,228 §33,499 38,454 4,394 | 1,673,885 
1876 2,086 810,062 38,960 2,150 847,026 39,600 4,236 | 1,657,088 
1877 2,192 939,661 43,928 2,219 935,324 43,786 4,411 } 1,874,985 
1878 2,119 951,750 48,082 2,173 961,677 43,391 4,292 1,913,427 
1879 2,084 963,087 43,676 2,083 977,185 43,648 4,167 | 1,940,222 
1880 2,076 1,078,885 51,585 2,115 1,101,014 52,153 4,191 2,179,899 
1881 2,125 | 1,219,231 54,'792 2,123 1,192,671 54,521 4,248 2,411,902 


108. Of the vessels inwards and outwards during 1881, 81 per 
cent., embracing 55 per cent of the tonnage, were Colonial ; 14 per 
cent., embracing 38 per cent. of the tonnage, were British; and 
5 per cent., embracing 7 per cent. of the tonnage, were Foreign. 
Of the crews entering and leaving Victorian ports in 1881, 61 per 
cent. were attached to Colonial, 35 per cent. to British, and 4 per 
cent. to Foreign vessels. The following are the figures from 
which these proportions have been derived : —- 


Nationality ot 
vessels. 


Nationality of Vessels entered and cleared, 1881. 


Vessels entered. Vessels cleared. 


Nationality. “= 
Number. Tons. Men. | Number. Tons. Men. 
Colonial - = 1,713 660,004 | 32,947 1,748 672,796 33,773 
British - - 814 479,266 | 19,645 282 442,621 18,602 
Foreign - - 98 79,961 2,200 93 77,254 2,146 
Total - | 2,125 | 1,219,231 | 54,792 | 2,123 "| 1,199,671 | 54,521 


109. The following figures show the number of post offices 
throughout the colony, and the number of letters, packets, and 


Postal returns. 


newspapers which passed through them in the last two years, An 
increase is to be observed in all the items :-— 
Postal Returns, 1880 and 1881. 
Number despatched and received of 
Y PROORNOL |i. Site EL ey oe ee ee et 
ear. | Post Offices. | 
Letters. | Newspapers.| Packets. Total. 
: ey. TO pelle Me AS 

1880 - | 1,100 24,195,149 | 10,640,540 | 3,558,480 | 38,394,169 
tesl' ) = 1,158 26,308,347 | 11,440,732 | 4,213,625 | 41,962,704 
Increase - 58 2,118,198 800,192 655,145 3,568,535 


TL SY Erne 
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110. The letters despatched and received were, to each head of 
the population, in the proportion of 28°6 in 1880, and of 30°3 in 
1881. 


111. The following is a statement of the number of miles of 
railway open and the number travelled ; also of the passengers and 
gvods carried during 1880 and 1881. It must be borne in mind 
that in both years only a portion of the extent set down as open 
was so during the whole year. All the items show increase :— 


Railways.—Miles open and Travelled, and Passengers and Goods 
Carried, 1880 and 1881. 


Year. Extent Opened. aaa Passengers. Goods. 
Miles. Miles. No. Tons, 
1880 - - TE99 4,380,802 15,999,459 1,258,254 
1881 = - 1,247 4,633,267 18,973,070 1,421,530 
Increase - 48 252,465 2,974,611 163,276 


112. The following were the railway receipts and working ex- 
penses during 1880 and 1881 :— 


Railways—Receipts and Working Expenses, 1880 and 1881. 


Receipts. 
a Proportion 
Vear B Asoo - Net a Working 
ES : f ' te 
Passenger | Freight on . APONses."| +ACOME, [ts PENSCS 
Fares. Goods. Sundries. Total. Receipts. 
£& | £ sg & £ £ 
1880 - 567,193 743,422 182,302 1,492,917 814,075 678,842 54°53 
1881 - 654,931 817,979 192,299 1,665,209 918,572 751,687 54°86 
Increase 87,738 74,557 9,997 172,292 99,497 72,795 *38 


113. A very large increase will be noticed in the receipts for 
passenger fares and freight, and a slight increase under the head 
of sundries. A large increase also appears in the working expenses, 
and a small increase (about 4+ per cent.) in the proportion of work- 
ing expenses to receipts. 


114. The number of offences reported to the police or magis- 
trates during 1880 and 1881 is given in the following table ; those 
offences being distinguished :—1. In respect to which persons 
were brought before magistrates on summons, but were never in 
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custody. 2. In respect to which arrests were made by the police. 
3. In respect to which no person had been arrested or brought 
before magistrates* up to the end of the month of March of the 
year following that in which the offence was reported. A slight 
decrease will be observed under the third head, but an increase 
under the other two heads; the total number of offences being 
nearly 5 per cent. more in 1881 than in 1880 :— 


Offences, 1880 and 1881. 


Offences in respect | 1880. 1881. Increase. Decrease. 
to which 


1. Persons were brought 
before magistrates on 


summons - - 17,795 19,384 1,589 — 
2. Persons were appre- 
hended by the police - 23,983 25,346 1,363 —= 
8. The offenders were 
still at large - - 4,898 4,631 — 267 
Total - - 46,676 49,361 2,685 — 


ie rs iene oe 


115. Nearly two-fifths of the total number of offences in 1880 
and 1881 consisted of those in respect to which persons were 
brought before magistrates on summous but were not taken into 
custody. These must obviously be of a lighter character than 
those for which arrests were made, and therefore do not demand 
lengthened consideration. The following are the particulars given 
respecting those which were dealt with in 1880 and 1881 :— 


Offences dealt with by Summons, 1880 and 1881. 


a 


ed | 1880. | 1881. 
Pe a 


Offences against the 


Increase. Decrease. 


person - - - 2,409 2,468 59 — 
Offences against pro- 
perty - - - 346 998 652 — 
Other offences - - 15,040 15,918 878 = 
Total - - 17,795 19,384 1,589 — 
Cases dismissed by magis- 
trates - - - 6,716 6,701 © a 15 
Offender summarily con- 
victed or held to bail - 11,079 12,683 1,604 Rel 


aN ND 2 OC cai ee ana 

* Jt does not follow that in the remaining instances the offender escaped altogether. 
He may have been arrested after the date at which the returns were made up, or, on 
other charges, even prior to that period. ; 


VICTORIA. 


leita 


Summons 
cases. 
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116. The persons who were taken in charge by the Victorian 
police in 1881, and in the first year of each of the two previous 
quinquenniads, were as follows :— 


Persons Arrested, 1871, 1876, and 1881. 
rn se 


Number of Persons | 1871. 1876. | 1881. 
Taken into custody - - - | 22,800 25,281 25,846 
Discharged by magistrates - = | 6,950 7,750 8,307 
Summarily convicted or held to bail - 15,069 16,851 16,448. 
Committed for trial - - = 781 680 591 


ee ! 


117. It will be observed that fewest arrests were made at the 
first period, and that they were only slightly more numerous at 
the last than at the middle period. In proportion to the number 
of persons in the colony, however, arrests at the last period were 
Jess numerous than at either the first or the middle period. The 
estimated average population in 1871 was 737,005; in 187 6, 
796,558; and in 1881, 868,942. The arrests were, therefore in 
the proportion of 1 to every 32 persons living at the first period, of 
1 to every 32 persons living at the second period, :=.c of 1 to every 
34 persons living at the third period. In considering the arrests 
in connexion with the numbers of the population, it should, how- 
ever, be remembered that persons, and especially males, at an age 
to commit crime bear a much smaller proportion to the inhabitants 
of the colony than they did formerly. 

118. A condensed statement of the offences for which arrests 
were made in the same three years, together with the numbers 
arrested for each offence, will be found in the following table :-— 


Causes of Arrest, 1871, 1876, and 1881. 


Offence. | 1871. | 1876. | 1881. 
Murder and attempt at murder - - 28 17 16 
Manslaughter - - - - - 14 17 16 
Shooting at or wounding with intent to do 
bodily harm - - - : 54 59 82 
Assaults - - - - - 1,398 1,425 1,862 
Rape and indecent assaults on females - 88 86 71 
Unnatural offence, and assaults with intent to 
commit - - - - - 18 15 5 
Other offences against the person - - 130 125 109 
Robbery with violence, burglary, &c. - - 224 136 195 
Horse, sheep, and cattle stealing, &c. - - 154 170 183 


Other offences against property 8,454 3,458 8,355 


299 


HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 65 
Tree = erie Vicrorta. 
Offence. | 1871. | 1876. 1881. aera 
Na a a lent oceeeeprenet he amneerengreen eeepc 
Forgery and offences against the currency = - 82 98 58 
Drunkenness - - - - - 9,968 11,624 11,065 
Other offences against good order : - 5,045 6,085 6,696 
Offences relating to carrying out laws - - 672 374 361 
Smuggling and other offences against the 
revenue - - - - - 101 66 33 
Offences against public welfare - = 1,370 1,526 1,239 
Total - - - - 22,800 25,281 25,346 


119. The following is a statement of the total amount of moneys Total moneys 
on deposit at or about the end of each of the last five years with ° cgpoait. 
banks of issue, savings banks, and building societies. Other insti- 
tutions, such as deposit banks, and some of the insurance companies, 
also receive deposits, but of these no returns are furnished :— 


Moneys on Deposit at end of Years 1877 to 1880. 


Amount deposited with | 1877. | 1878. | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. 
£ £ £ £ £ 
Banks - : - - | 16,503,528 | 16,106,581 | 16,326,165 | 17,972,703 | 21,151,910 
Savings banks - - - 1,575,305 1,510,278 1,520,296 1,661,409 2,569,438 
Building societies - - 748,253 703,463 742,542 829,941 836,327 
Total - - - | 18,827,086 | 18,820,817 | 18,589,003 | 20,464,053 | 24,557,675 


nr 


120. It will be observed that the moneys known to be on Moneys on 
deposit about the close of the last year amounted in the aggregate Mepemt, 156: 
to over twenty-four and a half millions sterling. 


121. The extent of land returned as under cultivation in Land under 
1881-2 amounted to 1,821,719 acres, as against 1,997,943 acres tillage. 
in 1880-1. The falling off skown by the figures was therefore 
176,224 acres. 

122. Notwithstanding this apparent falling off, however, there Reason of 
is little doubt that as much land was placed under crop in the year @pparent falling 
under review as in the previous one, but as in some parts of the off in tillage. 
country the crops were entirely destroyed by drought, or promised 
so badly that stock were allowed to feed on what little appeared 
above the surface of the ground, it is probable that in many 
instances the occupiers did not consider it worth while to make 
any return to the collectors. 

123. Except upon the present occasion, the returns from year Increase of 
to year have almost invariably shown a considerable increase in “age ™ ten 
the extent of land under tillage. During the decenniad ended 
with the year under review the total increase has been 884,499 
acres, or 94 per cent. 

R 4238. 
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124. The principal crops grown are wheat, oats, barley, potatoes. 
hay, and green forage. In 1881-2, as compared with 1880-1, a 
smaller area was placed under each of these except oats. The 
extent under wheat, barley, and hay, however, was greater in 
1881-2 than in any previous year except 1880-1; but that 
under oats and potatoes was exceeded in four, and that under 
green forage in seven, other years. During the past six years, 
wheat was much more extensively cultivated than formerly. Prior 
to 1877, the extent under that crop never reached 400,000 acres. 
The following table shows the extent of land under each of these 
crops in the last two seasons :— 


Land under Principal Crops, 1881 and 1882. 


Year ended Wheat. Oats. | Barley. | Potatoes.| Hay. Green 
31st March. Forage. 
Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres. 
1881 - -| 977,285 | 134,089 | 68,630] 45,951 | 249,656 | 264,611 
1882 - =| 926,729 | 146,995 | 48,652 | 39,129 | 212,150 | 241,947 
Increase - — 12,906 _ =F = = 
Decrease - | 50,556 = 19,978 6,822 87,506 22,664 


| 


125. The gross yield of wheat, barley, and hay was not so great 
in the Jast as in the two preceding seasons, but was heavier than 
in any other season ; whilst that of potatoes was exceeded on one 
occasion, and that of oats on three occasions. No return is made 
of the quantity of green forage produced, but the following is a 
statement of the gross yield of the other principal crops in 1880-1 
and 1881-2 :— 


Gross Produce of Principal Crops, 1881 and 1882. 


Year ended 31st Wheat. Oats. Barley. | Potatoes. Hay. 
March. 
Bushels. | Bushels. Bushels. Tons. Tons. 
1881 - : - | 9,727,369 | 2,362,425 | 1,068,830 | 129,262 | 300,581 
1882 - ¥ -| 8,714,377 | 3,612,111 | 927,566 | 134,290 | 238,796 
Increase 1,249,686 a 5,028 po 
Decrease => 141,264 — 61,785 
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126. The following table shows the acreable yield of these five Vicroxta. 
principal crops during each of the last+eleven years, also the 
average during the whole period :— 


Yield of 
principal crops 
1872 to 1882, 


Average Produce of Principal Crops, 1872 to 1882. 


Average Produce per Acre of 


Year ended 31st March. 
Wheat. | Oats. | Barley. | Potatoes. Hay. 
Bushels. | Bushels. Bushels. Tons. Tons. 
1872 - - 13°45 18°76 20:00 Ae 4 1:40 
1873 - - 16°51 19°55 20°86 3°45 1°32 
1874 - - 13°58 15°69 * 19°84 2°86 1D 
1875 - - 14°57 18°46 21°01 oloe Le 
1876 - - 15°49 91°92 22°20 Dial [33 
1877 - - 18°15 19°91 PH bel BS} 3°81 1°22 
1878 ~- - 12°41 19°39 19°81 3°11 1°18 
1879 - - 8°76 17°60 18°24 2°71 1°21 
1880 - - 13°29 24°00 24°67 4°04 1°45 
1881 - - 9°95 17°62 15 Dy 2°81 1°20 
1882 - - 9°40 24°57 19°07 9°43 1°18 
Mean of 11 years” - 12°97 19277 20°22 3°26 1°28 


127. Information as to the numbers of live stock kept in the Live stock. 
Colony was obtained at the recent census. The numbers are given 
in the following table ; also those derived from the returns of the 
census of 1871:— 


Live Stock, 1871 and 1881. 


Number Cattle. 
Year of ; 
, of peaks Horses. Sheep. | Pigs. | Goats. | Asses. | Mules. 
ensus. | of Live : 
Milch | Other 
Stock. Dews.l Gatie: Total. 
1871 78,231 | 209,025 | 212,193 | 564,524 | 776,727|10,477,976] 180,109 | 122,164 56 164 
1881 - 94,677 | 2'75,516 | 329,198 | 957,069 |1,286,267!10,360,285] 241,936 | 68,426 185 78 
Increase 16,466 } 66,491 | 117,005 | 892,535 | 509,540 — 61,827 _ 79 _ 
Decrease -- — — — ~ 117,691} — 53,738 —_ 86 


128. It will be observed that, in the ten years which elapsed stnieese ie 
= s ecrease in ten 

between the taking of the two censuses, the owners of live stock years, 
increased by upwards of 16,000; that a slight falling-off took 
vlace in the number of sheep, which, however, was very much 
more than made up by a large increase in the number of cattle; 
also that considerable increases took place in the numbers of 
horses and pigs. 

129. Speaking roughly, there were in Victoria, when the Stock per 
census was taken, 3 horses, 15 head of cattie, 118 sheep, and are mile. 
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Manutfactories 
of all 
descriptions. 


Gold raised 
1880 and 1881. 


Gold raised 
1851 to 1881 
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3 pigs, or, taking the different kinds together, 139 head of stock 
of these descriptions, large and small, to the square mile. 


130. It is found that during 1881-2 the manufacturing esta- 
blishments throughout the Colony increased by 18, the hands 
employed by over 5,000, and the value of machinery, lands and 
buildings by nearly 600,000/., but a trifling falling-orf took place 
in the number of establishments using steam-power, and in the 
amount of horse-power employed. ‘The returns of the two years 
are contained in the following table :— 


Manufactories, Works, &c., 1881 and 1882. 


Approximate 


Total Number siue of 


Year 
coded | Number | of... | Homepower | Humber | ands, Bula 
3ist Establish- ments Steam engines employed. ings, Machi- 
March. ments. using Steam. Be end 
£ 
1881 - 2,469 1,048 14,502 38,141 . 7,465,328 
1882 - 2,487 1,032 13,835 43,217 8,052,896 
Increase - 18 _ = 5,076 587,568 
Decrease - _ 16 667 _ _ 


131. The following table shows the quantity and value of the 
gold raised in Victoria in the last two years :— 


Quantity and Value of Gold raised in 1880 and 1881. 


Gold raised in Victoria. 


Year. 
Estimated Quantity. Value at 4/. per oz. 


i nnn EET EEE nnIE NESE EEnSSEnnnnS EEE 


ozs. £ 
1880 - - - 829,121 3,316,484 
1881 - . 2 858,850 3,435,400 
Increase - - 29,729 118,916 


So Ses ee Sc 

132. Carrying on to the end of 1881 the calculations given in 
previous years, the following may be estimated as the total 
quantity and value of the gold raised in Victoria from the period 
of its first discovery in 1851. These figures give an average per 
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annum during the whole period of'about 1,629,212 ozs., which is 
nearly twice the quantity raised in 1881;— 


Estimated Total Quantity and Value of Gold raised in Victoria, 
1851 to 1881. 


Gold raised in Victoria. Estimated Quantity. | Value at 4/. per 97 
ozs. £ 
Prior to 1881 - - - 49,646,717 198,586,868 
During 1881 - - - 858,850 8,435,400 
Total ; * 50,505,567 202,022,268 


133. For complete information on many points which have 
been merely touched upon, and on others which are not even 
mentioned in this digest, the reader is referred to the “ Victorian 
Year Book,* 1881-2.” 

Henry Heytyn Hayter, 
Government Statist of Victoria. 


* This is an official publication by the Government Statist, published annually, 
and may be obtained from the Government printer, Meibourne, the Agent General 
of Victoria, 8, Victoria Chambers, Westminster, or George Robertson, 17, Warwick 
Square, London. 
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SratisticAL Summary of Vicroria from 1879 to 1881 inclusive.* 


Population . a, ; 2 Crown : Postage. 
on 81st December. a oy se Fs g = E Land Sales. Land Live Stock. 
Year, ay Sp £2 4 2 Os on im ,, fii = oe ee 
2 a S | py es ao Be Culti- No. of | Number | No. of 
Per- Fe- be 3 BE =f.) BE é8 os Area |Amount} vation. ; Post of News- 
sons, | Males-| males a & 3 EO a” A: sold. |realised. Horses.| Cattle. | Sheep. | Pigs. losices,| Letters. papers. 


: £ Acres. £ Acres. |} 

1879 | 840,620 | 441,434 | 399,186 | 26,889 | 12,120 | 4,986 | 44,384 | 39,212 |4,621,520 |4,833,379 | 283,191 | 384,432 11,688,275 | 216,710)1,129,358 | 8,651,775 [144,788 | 1,069 |28,215,648 10,075,407 
1880 | 860,067 | 451,456 | 408,611 | 26,148 | 11,652 | 5,286 | 56,955 | 45,294 |4,621,282 |4,875,029 | 409,788 | 471,824 |1,997,943 Lo7s 516\1,286,267 {10,360,285 |241.986 { 1,100 |24,195,149 {10,640,540 
1881 | 882,232 | 464,222 | 418,010 | 27,145 | 12,302 | 5,896 |59,066 | 51,744 |5,186,011 |5,108,642 | 458,636 | 574,882 |1,821,719 2 ape ae “ees * 1,158 |26,308,847 |11,440,732 


Continued. 
Shipping. : 4 Wy sh | Inports of Exports of 
, Vessels Vessels ortgages and : ia fied, 3h ~ eBere ht a 
built. |registered. Liens. | Saports. Exports. 

| raise Rides res 
| eat, Flour, eat, Fiour 

Year.| Inwards. | Outwards. |—7——|—7—1—__,_ al oan) rend. ent Dat Be Wool. Tallow. Pepa Bread, oe 

iscuit). ; iscuit). 

’ Amount Total 
eee oe No.| Tons.| No.| Tons.| No. secured., Value. pe. te A: 
apis. Tons. Mos Tons. | tity. Value. * |Quantity.| Value. |Quantity.| Value. | Value. tity. Value. 
s 


£ & Bushels. £ £ lbs. & Ibs. £ & Bush. £& 
1879 | 2,084 | 963,087|2;083 | 977,185; 4 146 | 28 | 5,227 |12,063 | 7,358,952 |15,035,538 88,837 | 20,768 |12,454,170 {| 95,628,281] 5,269,634 |11,780,160 | 150,867 | 50,902 |1,041,221|272,438 
1880 | 2,076 |1,078,885] 2,115 |1,101,014) 4 205 | 18 | 7,828 |10,722) 5,615,401 |14,556,894 155,345 | 33,061 |15,954,559 |112,486,058) 6,417,453 |15,097,600 | 192,894 | 98,092 |3,734,078| 886,980 
1881 | 2,125 |1,219,231) 2,123 |1,192,671} 9 698 | 28 | 7,188 |10,636| 6,672,733 |16,718,521 157,334 | 26,464 |16,252,103 |103,449,084! 5,450,029 |19,765,760 |.247,3872 eal 4,050,808)/950,640 


* The Statistical Summary for several previous years will be found printed at pages 89-92 of [C.-2780] of September 1880, pages 75 and 76 of [C.-2829] of March 1881, and 
pages 53 and 54 of [C.-3218] of May 1882. 
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Statistical Summary of Victoria from 1879 to 1881 inclusive—continued. 


Gold raised. Government Expenditure on Railways. Electric Telegraphs. Banks of Issue. 
Year. Public me H2O| ud 
Debt Melbourne : Sy) 92% | S2q | Num- 
Estimated| Value at |on Dec. 31.) Rail- | 202s |” Water | Other | Other | arites | Trim | total 5% 8| Eee | gas | ber Paid-up | assets, | bite 
Quantity. | 47. per oz. Ways. | Bridges. canta) works: | Works. opened. teavaliad: | yy ge | C ae 53% Bs E “ bth mi Capita bilities. 


OZ. £ £ £ £ £& £& £ £& £ £ 
1879 | 758,947 | 3,035,788 | 20,050,753 {1,061,694 | 36,884 40,065 12,327 | 356,547 | 1,125 | 4,002,624 11,883,650 | 257 | 5,736 1,010,116) 11 9,026,250 | 25,339,843] 17,818,225 
1880 | 829,121 | 3,816,484 | 22,060,749 {1,988,916 | 24,945 47,094 | 84,413 |383,751 | 1,199 | 4,380,802 |1,492,917 | 284 | 6,019 /1,160,912) 11 9, 126, 250 | 23. 284, 822} 19,488,512 
1881 | 858,850 | 8,435,400 | 22,426,502 | 782,184] 31,681 89,929 | 40,267 | 317,852 | 1,247 | 4,633,267 {1,665,209 | 302 | 6,626 1,281,749) 11 9, 148, 122 | 27,173,809} 22, 902,017 


ee 


Continued. 
a a a ee es Po aa aaa 
ue : us hools, 
. Friend] Cities, Towns, and Shires and Road 3 Se + | Melbourne 
Savings Banks, Societi “a4 Boroughs. Districts. : 2 jute ant University. Number of Persons, 
ees os us ° 7 
F As ot 
mn P=) a o mn u 2 ° = : 
a |? cei ,.)/2|4i14 /f,'2 | ¢ | #18 
B = =| ° ° Buk | ome = a oO 
=| Ss ic 2 is) fa} a $e iq an “oh 
Year.| Num- | Num- = g Total Total $s | ao) S ne S g : 5 s | 
rg hee AoE y 5 ¢ |Num-| Value of | Reve- |Num-) Value of | Reve-| 2 Bo) 3 5 be 38 “3 S$| 9 s Bus ; 
Savings| Depo- eulnnca. a | oe ber. peel nue. | ber. aoa nue. = 33 = 2 5 ne |e" 1s | 8 £ | 38/13 
Banks. | sitors. 3 Fy g POpEIYY SORRESS Soi 2 | Ss | st |83/383 5 4 Seis 
EI = S121 215 | 8] Be |BS/E8| £ | a] bal s 
s | 26 6 leliig | B2).8°| 26 | 38180) B | BAR 
4 |< |e pik [eecoma ene eal as a Zi = 5 | 5 i) 
es a ee ee Sy A ee ISD ee Ih eee ie i wee re) SS Se Ro RI Se JS ale Edd et eel 
£ £ s £ 
1879 | 196 82,941 | 1,520,296 | 766 | 45,988 | 57 | 31,852,880 | 447,712 | 115 | 51,891,236 | 605, $776 189 |2,100 | 4,879 | 2,890 |2,282 | 262,599 | 112 56 24,625 | 628 | 397 1 
1880 |} 202 92,114] 1,661,409 | 748 | 46,074 | 57 | 81,199,483 | 416,765 | 117 | 52 647, 936 405, 187 144 } 2, 395 4,289 3, 307 2453 257,857 151 49 28,983 | 680 | 3898 1 
1881 |} 212 101,829 | 2,569,438 | — _ 57 | 82,808,794 | 457,462 | 117 | 55, 333, 665 557,408 188 2, 349 | 4,415 3, 456 | 2,407 | 268,882 | 172 55 25,846 | 591 | 332 1 
(Signed) Henry Hryiyn Hayter, Government Statist. 
< 
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ae bbe sige NEWFOUNDLAND. 
No. 3. 


Administrator Sir F. B.T. Cartmr, K.C.M.G., to the Right Hon. 
the EARL oF KIMBERLEY. 


Government House, Newfoundland, 
My Lorp, December 18, 1882. 

I wAvE the honour to transmit herewith the Blue Book 
of Newfoundland, in duplicate, for the year 1881, together with 
a report upon the same, which I received from the Colonial 
Secretary’s office after posting letters by this mail. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) F. B. T. Carrer, 
The Earl of Kimberley, Administrator. 
&e. &c. 


From the COLONIAL SECRETARY to the ADMINISTRATOR. 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, St. John’s, Newfoundland, 
December 16, 1882. 
May IT PLEASE youR Honour, 
IT wave the honour to forward the Blue Book of New- 
foundland for the year 1881, upon the contents of which I would 
offer a few remarks. 


Trade. 


The imports of the year amounted to $6,863,708, being $102,535 
below the value of those of the previous year. This difference 
arises chiefly from the lower cost of goods imported, and partly 
from an excess of stocks remaining from 1880. The exports 
amounted to $7,755,360, exceeding those of 1880 by $2,184,076. 
The reasons of this considerable increase are found, not alone in 
a successful fishery, but in an enhanced price for our staple, arising 
from the partial failure of the Norwegian fisheries. ‘The catch 
of cod fish showed an increase of 190,000 quintels; and of seal 
oil we had a produce of 2,360 tons more than in the preceding 
year. I may observe that our shipments direct to Europe from 
Labrador, which are considerable, do not form part of these 
returns; nor do they include exports of bait to St. Pierre, of 
which there is no accurate account. 
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Revenue. 


The gross revenue for 1881 was $1,099,369 ; of this, $916,938 . 


was from Customs receipts; the remainder from various small 
sources. The increase in 1880 was $64,597, and was obtained 
chiefly on imports of molasses, spirits, and tobacco. 


Expenditure. 


The expenditure for 1881 was 1,040,740, as compared with 
$1,105,490 in 1880. The difference was owing to a charge in 


1880 on account of railway survey, and the discontinuance of 


the bank fishery bounty in 1881. 


Public Works. 


The usual public works were prosecuted in this year, comprising 
the extension and repairs of roads and wharves and landing 
places in several districts. A company was incorporated to construct 
a railway from St. John’s to Halls Bay, with branches, and a 
subsidy was granted to them for 35 years of $180,000 a year. 
The work of construction was commenced during the year, and 
about 10 miles of road were built. When this work is completed 
‘it is expected that a great impetus will be given to industrial 
enterprise by the development of the mineral and agricultural 
resources in which the Colony is believed to abound. 


Banks. 


The banking business has been most successful, while it must 
be admitted that this is the normal condition of banking enterpris 
in this Colony. The Union Bank paid 20 per cent. on presen 
capital, which is equal to 30 per cent. on its original stock. The 
Commercial Bank paid 12 per cent. The deposits in the savings 
bank on the 3lst December were $1,291,162, being an increase 
of $71,374 over 1880. The net profits of this bank for the vear 
were $12,739. From the accumulated profits $100,000 were 
taken in 1880 to reduce the public debt, and the future profits 
will be applied to the same purpose. 


Public Debt. 


The amount of the public debt on the 31st December was 
$1,350,508 29; as against this, the sum of $746,277 remains on 
account of the fishery award; and with the legal provisions to 
apply the profits of the savings bank to the liquidation of the 
debt, the obligation of the Colony as regards the principal may 
be regarded as almost nominal. 
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Mining. 

In 1881, 27,351 tons copper ore were exported, the value being 
$547,000, as against 22,063 tons, value $440,000, in 1880. With 
more capital and skill, and railroad extension, a considerable 
increase of this valuable industry may be confidently predicted. 


Manufactures. 


There was an addition of two large factories in this year to 
those previously existing, viz.,a woollen manufactory and a tan 
yard. All this description of enterprise is giving satisfactory 
results, 


Shipbuilding. 


The number of vessels, chiefly smail fishing vessels, built in1881 
was 97, with an aggregate tonnage of 3,847 tons, against 131 
vessels of 5,018 tons in 1880. 


Agriculture. 


In 1881, 137 grants of land were issued for 1,349 acres, while 
110 only were issued in 1880 for 531 acres. There is an increased 
desire to obtain land, and no doubt in the future a greater degree 
of attention will be given to the cultivation of the soil. 


Education. 


The returns from this department are not sufficiently complete 
for the purpose of comparison; but the evidences point to 
improvement in results. The examination and grading of teachers 
will, it is anticipated, materially elevate the standard of education 


throughout the Colony. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. D. Sara, 
His Honour Colonial Secretary. 
Sir F, B. T. Carter, K.C.M.G., 
Administrator. 
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BAHAMAS. 


No. 4. 


Governor C. C. Lins, C.M.G., to the Right Hon, the Earn oF 
KIMBERLEY. 


Government House, 
My Lorp, September 15, 1882. 
I nave the honour to transmit a report upon the Blue 
Book for the year 1881, which has been handed to me by 
Mr. Taylor, the Colonial Secretary. ; 
I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) C. C. Legs, 
The Earl of Kimberley, Governor. 
&e. &e. 


Report on the BLuE Book of the Banamas for 1881. 


Taxes and Finance. 


1. The 44 Vict. c. 6 imposes a duty of 124 per centum on the 
importation of Spanish, Mexican, and Columbian dollars and 
quarter dollars. 

2. This measure was rendered necessary, in order to guard the 
Colony against the influx of these coins, which had previously 
seriously deranged trade. 

3. The demonetization of these coins, and their redemption at 
4s. the dollar, was authorised by Act of the Local Legislature 
44 Vict. c. 7. 


4. The amount of coin redeemed was 18,171/. at a cost of 


92,1161. 14s. 4d. 

5. The cash balance in the Treasury on the 31st December 
1880 was 3,210/. 8s. 10d. 

6. The Revenue for 1881 was 41,2947. 5s. 1d., being 1,6514. jess 
than that of the previous year. 

7. This deficiency was caused by the falling off in the importa- 
tion of ale and porter, bread, coffee, sugar, materials of vesseis 
and loss of Imperial grant in aid of the mail subsidy. 

8. The Expenditure for 1881 amounted to 44,2351 9s. ld. 
being 1,592/. 14s. 5d. in excess of the previous year. : 

9. This excess was caused by the heavy expenditure on account 
of the demonetization of Mexican and Columbian dollars, and 
the taking of the census in April. 

10. The premium on bills of exchange amounted to 3 per cent. 
and 34 per cent. 
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Public Debt. 

11. The public debt of the Colony on the 31st December 1881 
amounted to 71,0087. 10s. 9d. of which 57,8362. 13s. 2d. is in deben- 
tures bearing interest at 6, 5, and 52 percent., and 13,1712. 17s. 7d. 
balance to the Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund. 

12. The sum of 500/. was paid out of the General Revenue of 
the Colony towards the extinguishment 0” 2 public debt. 


Imports and Exports. 
13. The value of the imports and exports was respectivciyv 
168,380l. and 114,1002 
14. Compared with 1880, a falling off is shown in the imports 
of 12,4357. and on exports 7,3292. 
15. The value of native produce exported was 90,1297. 


Public Health and Temperature. 


16. The health of the Island of New Providence during 1881 
was remarkably good. In their Report for the year, the Board 
of Health remark that “ not only has the year been characterized 
« by the absence of any contagious or infectious disease, but also 
«« by a marked diminution in the number of cases of the ordinary 
“© endemic diseases of the island;” and they state that they feel 
justified in attributing the latter to the constant care and vigilance 
which has been bestowed upon the sanitary condition of the city 
and suburbs, in the exercise of which they have been most 
efficiently assisted by their executive officer, the Sanitary In- 


spector. 


17. The population of the Bahamas in 1881 was 43,521. 
Births during the year, 1586. 


Quarters. 


March. | June. |September.} December.| Total. 


New Providence “ 87 69 98 320 
Out-islands - - 381 290 308 1,266 
468 359 406 1,586 


Deaths during the year, 947. 


Quarters. 
Deaths 
March. | June. |September.| December.} Total. 
New Providence - 93 91 113 85 382 
: 156 160 565 


Out-islands - - 
269 245 947 
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The ratio of births per 1,000, 36°44, of deaths 21-75. 
18. The mortality for 1880 was 791. 


19. Fever of the same type as that which made its appearance 
in New Providence in the autumn of 1879 prevailed during a 
part of the year at Governor’s Harbour, Harbour Islands, and 
Spanish Wells, 


20. Medical gentlemen were appointed by the Government to 
visit the infected districts for the purpose of investigating and 
reporting on their sanitary condition, and the Board of Health 
recommended the carrying out of certain regulations with a view 
to the improvement of the same. 


21. The disease soon disappeared at the places mentioned. 


22. Small pox was introduced at Acklins Island from a South 
American port in the month of September, and extended itself to 
the neighbouring district of Crooked Island. 


23. The active measures adopted by the Local Board of Health, 
aided by the efforts of Dr. Albury, who was despatched by the 
Government to render assistance to the sick, and to carry vut 2 
thorough vaccination of the whole district, happily resulted in the 
extinction of this loathsome disease at the places aforenamed. 


24. Five hundred and forty-five successful vaccinations have 
been performed in the island of New Providence during the year, 
and supplies of lymph have been forwarded to the several out- 
islands of the Colony. 


25. Quarantine regulations have been rigidly enforced, and all 
vessels arriving from suspected places have been carefully inspected 
before being granted pratique. 


METEOROLOGICAL TABLE for 1881. 


| Temperature. Rainfall. 


Month, Max. | Min. | Max. | yroan Rain. | No. of 


in in in 
at Rainy 
Shade | Shade |Sun (24 3 p.m. fall. Days. 


Max. 
Fall in} Date. 


jat 9a.m.jat9a.m. hours). hours. 
inches 

January - - - 79°0 69°5 142°5 T7°1 1°50 9 0°30 138 
February - - - 79°0 67°5 146°5 T4°7 2°15 uf 0°93 3 
March - - - 80°0 64°0 |} 150°5 74°83 1°88 5 0°92 20 
April- - - - 83°0 67°5 |) 151°2 17°9 0°43 2 0°33 14 
May - « - - 85.2 75°0 | 153°0 81°5 7°63 15 2°35 24 
June - . - -| 89°2/ 75°0] 153°0| 85°71 6°06 12 3°25 | 92 
July - - - - 90°0 75°5 154°5 86°9 8°62 18 3°65 28 
August - - - 90°0 76°5 1538°5 86°2 6°24 9 1°32 6 
September - - - 89°0 81°0 | 150°5 84°2 7°07 20 1 Ze 17 
October - - - 85°0 70°0 | 149°5 80°4 4°07 16 1°09 18 
November - - - 82°5 71°5 | 147°2 78°4 2°35 163 0°54 | 14 
December - - - 79°0 66°5 | 1388°8 s 0°78 15 

Totals - - | 1010°9 | 859°5 | 1790°7 | 962°9} 49°65 1383 | 16°68 | _ 

Averages - - 84°2 71°6 | 149°2 80°2 4°14 12 1°38 | _— 
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Salt 


26. The year 1881 has been one of great depression, and the 
prospect is gloomy. While the seasons for salt raking were good 
there was no demand; prices fell as low as 34d. per bushel for 
coarse, and 44d. per bushel for fine salt, but, even at this low rate _ 
a very small proportion of the quantity raked was disposed of. 


27. The small trade with Hayti was interrupted in consequence 
of the establishment of a rigid quarantine. 


28. At the close of the year there was on hand at Magua, over 
100,000 bushels, and at Long Island 50,000 bushels. 

29. The duty on salt in the United States amounts to a pro- 
hibition. 

30. Return showing the quantity of salt shipped from the under- 
mentioned ports during the year 1881 :— 


Name of Place. Bushels. 
Inaguas- - - - 108,616 
Ragged Island =~ ~ - 61,027 
Rum Cay - - - 41,163 
Long Island - - - 21,491 
Long Cay - - - - 20,200 
Exuma- - = = Sas 

Total 252,497 


Sponge Trade, . 


31. In the Blue Book Report for 1880, fears were expressed 
that the fishing grounds were getting exhausted. Since then, 
new beds have been discovered lying off the coast of Eleuthera, 
extending for nearly 30 miles. 

32. The water along the shore is deep, being 5 fathoms, and 
diminishes to 3 and 2 fathoms as the distance is increased from 
the shore. 

33. Why the discovery had not earlier taken place can only be 
attributed to the muddiness of the bottom, rendering the water 
very turbid. 

34, The sponges obtained from this locality are very large, and 
are procured in great quantities. — 

35. The market is very active, between 4,000 and 5,000 men 
and boys are engaged in this industry. 
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36. Return showing the quantity and value of sponge exported Banamas. 


in 1880 and 1881 :— 


1880. | 1881. 


—— ) 
Quantity in lbs.) Value. | Quantity in Ibs.} Value. 
wee Siig erie mete oe ye MR SE lg oe ea ee 
£& £ 

Boat - - - 13,099 622 13,607 575 
Glove - = . 17,576 671 15,729 501 
Grass + : a 95,402 2,775 83,330 2,521 
Hardhead “ » 22,828 1,073 27,587 1,448 
Mixed - - - 5,550 193 2,254 85 
Reef - - - 27,349 2,304 27,681 2,618 
Refuse - - - | 2,414 39 4,849 59 
Roots” - - - — —_— 250 6 
Velvet - - a 128,804 10,247 115,525 8,294 
Wool “ . - 111,509 15,032 92,029 13,017 
Yellow - 4 “ 56,426 1,609 42,436 1,228 

| 480,957 425,281 


ewt. 4,294 84,565 ewt. 3,797 30,352 


1 es a ee re = ne ee ne Gee nen 


Fruit, 


37. The value of pine apples shipped in 1881 was 28,3032 
The crop was a fair one. Much of this fruit is vow retained in the 
Colony to be preserved in the preserving factories at New 
Providence, Eleuthera, and Harbour Island. 


Oranges, Lemons, Limes, Grape Fruit, and Shaddock. 


_38. The orange crop of 1881 was not large. The quantity 
of oranges exported was 4,103,590. of value, 4,968/. 

39. The insects, which during 1879 and 1880 did such damage 
to the trees, and known as Aspidites Gloverii, are still at work, 
and exciting much apprehension. 

40. The work is so rapidly carried on by these insects, that, 
in the infected districts, the poorer cultivators are in despair, and 
do very little to remedy the evil, ‘lhere have been applied all 
the known remedies, such as carbolic acid, kerosene oil, tobacco 
water. In some cases the remedy is effective, in others, nothing 
avails to arrest the rapid depletion of the tree by these unseen 
but formidable insects. 

41. Bananas are now exported in larger quantities than before. 
In 1881 there were shipped 20,700 bunches, valued at 813Z. 


Manufactures— Mills and Works. 


42. At no former period were the preserving factories more 
active than in 1881, The demand in the United States for the 
canned fruits of the Bahamas is still very great. 

43. There were shipped in the year, 25,580 cases, at a value 
of 7,965/. 
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44, The enterprising proprietors of these factories are making 
fresh ventures in preserving many other fruits of the Colony, 
principally the cocoa plum, guava, and tamarind, and with marked 
success. 

45. The sugar mills have been in full operation, the supply of 
sugar cane has been equal to the demand. Sugar and molasses 
of a very good quality have been made, the prices realized (home 
ccasumption) was 1d, 14s. per 100 lbs. and raolasses 1s. 6d. per 
gallon. 

46. At Harbour Island 1,500 cases of tomatoes were preserved 
in one factory. 


Woods and Barks. 


47, As before remarked, in Blue Book for 1880, the marketable 
woods are getting exhausted. 


Barks. 


48. Supplies are steadily diminishing. In 1880 the value of 
cascarilla exported was 4022, in 1881 it was only 3327. Of Canella 
Alba only 32 ewt. was exported, valued at 161. 


Crown Lands and Salt Ponds, 


49. There were four auction sales during the year, at which 
were sold 14 country and five town and suburban lots, comprising 
8212 acres, and of the value of 219/. 18s, 10d. 

50. The receipts for the year amounted to 5291. 5s. 4d. and 
may be apportioned as follows: 208/ 11s, on account of sales 
in 1880 and 1881, 237/. 13s. 3d. being payments by squatters and 
arrears of former sales, and 83/. 1s. 1d. on account of unsold 
allotments. 

51. Surveys were made of 63 country and 26 town and suburban 
lots comprising 2,050 acres, and 4,0774 acres were granted by 
146 grants which were made. 

52. Only 1431. 15s. 2d. was collected on account of salt ponds, 
in consequence of the failure of the purchasers at Rum Cay to 
pay their promissory notes when they became due, and new notes 
for 5671. 14s. 6d. were necessarily given, payable in 9 and 18 
months. 


Mail Service. 


53. This service is still performed by the steamers of the 
Mallory Line, at a cost of 5,700. a year. ‘Two iron ships are 
now employed. 

54. The Imperial Government has withdrawn its grant in aid, 
and the Colony bears the entire burden. 
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Post Office. 


55. The total revenue from all sourcesamounted to 2,095l. 9s. 64d., 
an increase of 146/. 14s. 103d, on 1880 attributable to the increased 
demand for stamps under recent Stamp Acts. 


56. The Money Order Department continues to issue orders for | 


small sums; but the entire amount of commissions was only 
17s. 24d., and the commissions on orders paid in the Colony was 
only 68, 44d. 


57. The following table shows the various sources and amounts 
of ordinary revenue. 


a eae 
Postage on unpaid letters from the 
United Kingdom ~ - 2 9 103 
at Inter-insular letters - 1611 7 
» Ship letters - - 7110 38 
» Loose do, - - 4 6 4t 
% Letters from the 
United States - 2114 4 
Allowance on postage - o STS 14 
Rental of Post Office boxes = (26.10 4 
Out Islands Postage Stamps - 3612 4} 
Allowance from the United States 
for transit of mails - - 654 9 0 


Total - 42017 24 


58. The international postal system was in force in the Colony 
for only the latter half of 1880, and to this fact the decrease in 
the Revenue of 1881 is due. 

59. The Revenue from unpaid and insufticiently paid letters 
has become insignificant. 

60. The sum of 54/1, 9s. Od. received from the United States 
Government was in payment for the conveyance of its mails from 
New York to Nassau. 

61. The receipts from the sale of postage stamps in Nassau 
amounted to 1,6731. 8s. 94d., and on the Out Islands to107/.16s. 1d., 
an increase of 534/. 19s, 04d. on 1880. | 

62. The number of letters received by private vessels was 
‘4,428 and of newspapers 88, against 5,342 letters and 213 news- 
papers in 1880. ‘The decrease is mainly due to the enforcement 
of quarantine regulations against vessels from Key West. 

63. The large increase in correspondence within a single year 
proves that the public are availing themselves of the great 
advantages obtained by the adoption of the international postal 
system. 

4233. 
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BAHAMAS. 64. The following table shows the number of letters, newspapers 


1 ect 


and books despatched by ordinary mails to the Out Islands during 
the years 1880 and 1881. 


eee 
| Letters. | Newspapers. Books. 

a a a lS ee 

1880 - - - 6,104 1,652 483 


1881. s - - 7,136 4,827 ' 1,652 


.65. The number of letters received from the Out Islands was 
7,222 against 7,070 in 1880. 


Statement of the Post Office Revenue Sor 1881. 


Mouey orders issued. Money orders paid. Postage, &c. 


Sean Coase aie 

sion a sion a ostage, 

one per No.}| Amount. one per &e. Stamps sold. Total. 
cent. cent, 


Quarters. 


No. 


£8 d.| £& 8. d. £8.da.| £a'd.| £8. d, & e030. £ 8. d. 
March _ _ Ss 210 0} 00 6 92 41 505 8 38% 597 12 102 
June oi h—< — = 714 0} 014/18 7 8 894 10 11} 530 19 6} 
Sept. i a Cm 5 4 0] 0 1 OFF} 9512 12 364 0 8} 459 13 10% 
Dec -|—] 8518 1] 017 23 17-9 5) 0 8 6 | 9618 82} 409 8 93] 507 3 22 


_ 8518 1] 017 23 3217 5] 0 6 44] 42017 24] 1,673 8 9% | 2,095 9 6% 


Public Works. 


66. The expenditure under this head has been large. 

67. Many necessary works long deferred have been under- 
taken. 

68. The construction of drains and the regrading and resolving 
of others on sanitary grounds. The painting of the public office 
buildings and the market houses, the providing of wrought iron 
standards and sash frames for the lantern of the Hog Island 
Lighthouse and the painting the exterior wood and iron work of 
the tower, the erection of a piazza on the front centre hospital, 
the erection of a building for the recreation of the lunatics, 
repairs to the ice house, the erection of a building for use as a 
store house and physician’s retiring room at the Quarantine 
Station, the erection of a flag staff at signal station, the making 
and repairing of suburban roads. 

69. On account of the limited funds in the Treasury, the 
foregoing works had been postponed for several years, but their 
execution had now become a necessity. 
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Legislation. 


70. Fourteen Acts were passed during 1881. The most im- 
portant were :— 

1. An Act to provide for taking the Census of the Bahama 
Islands in the year 1881. | 

2. An Act to impose a duty on the importation of Spanish, 
Mexican, and Columbian Dollars and Half and Quarter Dollars. 

3. An Act to declare that tender of payment in Spanish, 
Mexican, or Columbian Silver Coins called Dollars shall cease to 
be a legal tender. 

4. An Act to incorporate a certain Joint Stock Company 
formed in the Island of New Providence under the style of the 
Nassau Fire and Marine Insurance Company. 

5. An Act to increase the Salary of the Attorney-General of 
the Colony, and his Successors in Office. 


Crime. 


71. In 1880 36 informations were filed against 38 persons. In 
1881 26 informations against 26 persons, 

72. The total number of persons apprehended was 2,238. 

73. The number of summary convictions in 1880 was 1,341. 
Total number in 1881, 1,242. 

74, The number of acquittals in 1880 was :— 


In Inferior Courts - - - 726 
In Superior Courts - - - 3 
In 1881. In Inferior Courts - - - 683 
In Superior Courts - - 8 


75. There was a marked increase in the number of summary 
conviction for preedial larceny, this is accounted for from the fact 
that more attention is paid to agriculture. ) 

76. The area of land under cultivation is steadily increasing, 

77. The Attorney-General in his report remarks that during 
the past year no case occurred which calls for special comment. 

On a review of the statistics he felt warranted in reporting 
that crime in this Colony is on the decrease. : 


Census. 


78. The following is an abstract of the census of the Bahamas, 
together with a comparative tabular statement showing the 
increase or decrease of the several inhabited islands of the 
Arcuipelago. 

1. Populatio.. The gross results show an increase of 11°13 
per cent. for the past ten years or about one and one ninth per 
cent. per annum. 


Baywanas. 


ary 


318 


BAHAMAS. 


vee 


84 PAPERS RELATING TO 


2. Sexes, There are rather more than 47} per cent. of males to 
a little Jess than 524 per cent. of females; but in New Providence 
there are only 444 per cent. of males to 553 per cent. of females. 


3. Age. Nearly 524 per cent. of the population are under 18 
years, while 474 per cent. are over that age; and 21 per cent. are 
more than 70 years old. 


x. Marriage.—The number of married people has not been 
given in any former census here, they now amount to 30 per cent. 
of the population. 


5. Rank, Profession or Occupation.—No very marked altera- 
tion appears to have taken place in the condition and pursuits 
of the people since the Census of 1871 was taken. 


6. Where Born.—This is also a new feature here in the 
present census. The natives number 944 per cent.; Africans 
about 3 per cent., and the remaining few are mostly either of 
English or American birth. 


7. Imbecile, Blind, Lepers, &c.—Those returned under these 
headings, number 269, or rather more than one half per cent. of 
the people. 

8. Comparative tabular statement of increase or decrease.—The 
most important increases have been at the following islands : — 


Andros - - - - 60°61 per cent. 
San Salvador - - - 36° ey ai 
Mayaguana - - - = SENG S> Yin 
Grand Bahama - - ie es. am ee ON 
Eleuthera - - ~ = Oe To iy, oe 
Long Cay, including Crooked Island, 

&e. - ~ - = 1628S W541 3) 
Abaco - - - = U5 *5— x 

The decreases have been at :— 

Rum Cay - - - - 46 per cent. 
Berry Islands - - - *  2Ocue - ty 
Ragged Island - - - wi Maa, tag 
Bimini - - - - he |: ae 
Harbour Island - - ie ee 


79. In 1871 Rum Cay numbered 681 souls; but by the last 
census only 367 persons were living there. 


80. The small increase in the number of persons living on New 
Providence, too, falls considerably below the average increase of 
the whole Colony, but this is attributed to such disturbing 
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elements as immigration, chiefly to Cay West, and removals from 
our poor soil to the better lands of Andros and other islands. 


81. Tabular statement showing increase or decrease of the 
population of the islands of the Bahamas since 1871 :— 


Saint Salvador Island, decreases from 


ase Feb In- iw Re ‘ 

— umber |Number marks. 

in. 16724), in. 1887, | OF), CreRAe: 

Abaco - - - 8,125 8,610 485 _— 

Andros Island - - 2,138 3,434 1,296 _— The Islands of Andros, San 
Berry Islands - - 250 185 _ 65 Salvador, Mayaguana, 
Biminis . - - - 746 663 — 83 Grand Bahama, Eleu- 
Hleuthera’ - - - 6,058 7,010 952 _ thera, Long Cay, includ- 
Hxumaand Cays~ - - 1,984 2,090 106 — ing Crooked Island, &c., 
Grand Bahama - - 743 890 147 — andAbaco, have increased 
Harbour Island - - 2,172 1,970 _— 202 more than the normal 
Magua - - - 1,120 1,083 _ 37 average for the Colony. 
Long Island - =} + 2,096 2,573 347 — While New Providence, 
Long Cay - - -}) Exuma, and Cays Long 
Acklins Island - - | s 1,870 2,114 244 _ Island, Spanish Wells, 
Crooked Island - - Watlings Island, and 
Mayaguana- - - 180 246 66 — Cay Lobos, have fallen 
New Providence - - 11,410 11,653 243 _ below the average; and 
Rum Cay - - - 681 367 — 314 at Rum Cay, Berry Is- 
Ragged Island - - 321 271 _ 50 lands, Ragged Island, 
Spanish Wells - - 395 45 Biminis and Harbour 


634 675 41 _ 46 to 9°3 per cent. have 


Watlings Island - 
Cay Sal and Cay Lobos 9 21 12 occurred. 
39,162 43,521 5,110 751 
Prison. 


82. This institution reflects great credit on the prison 
authorities. 


33. The total number of prisoners committed during the year 
was 422, of whom one was for debt, 53 for safe custody till trial 
or want of security, and 368 for penal imprisonment. Of the 
last, 19 were convicted before the Supreme Criminal Court, 40 
were sentenced by military courts martial, and the remaining 
309 were committed by the police magistrate of Nassau, and the 
justices of the Out Islands. 


84. This shows a decrease in the amount of crime as compared 
with 1880, when the total number of commitments was 441, 44 
being for safe custody, and 397 for penal imprisonment, and a 
very considerable decrease as compared with 1871, when the total 
number of commitments was 582, though the returns of the census 
show an increase since then in the population of the Colony. 


85. The number of prisoners for military offences has decreased, 
there having been 40 commitments for this year against 47 for 
1880. 

86. There is also a diminution in the number of prisoners for 
minor offences, as may be seen from the following table, which 
sbows the nature of the offences and the number of prisoners 
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Bauamas. Committed by the police magistrate of Nassau and the Out Island 
justices for the years 1880 and 1881. 


an i 


a a 
b 5 a s 
g ; | 8 & E 
3 S\igleiz | be 3 F 
OQ oO | ai Ss ie ie © a aE 
: m@i|oOlezlogl a g Bl @ 
Years. a ae i ™ |e te A s a oh tet toe = 5 
~~ . ~~ 
oy S| one e- (om Be a | tot ee ie le peace dott 
eel] 1 See leiear fis Sis ias] & : 
o 3 3 3 4 eal sy $s Bm |b] 4 i 3 
s na Q Ss oO Ss 
oO 3 3 3S — ws ay P| [o} oO os ~~ 
3121818216) 8 |24| 31 & 2/2\|sele]/2] 3 
atbselafvatielate | S2leiel 6) ala te ee 


1881 - {110} 46 Cy Boos 5] 21; 26}] 29] 19 4) —}] 12 Zz 2] 381) 309 


87. Of the 368 prisoners sentenced to penal imprisonment, 
64 had been previously convicted once, 43 twice, and 148 three 
times or oftener. 

88. The daily average number of prisoners was 79°70: 52°59 
being males, 22°72 females, and 4°39 juveniles. The highest 
number in prison on any one day was 92, and the lowest 49; in 
1880 the daily average was somewhat less, being 73°46; 49°63 
males, 15°58 females and 8°25 juveniles. 

89. Two hundred and twenty-one punishments for breaches of 
prison discipline, namely :—~1 corporal punishment, 16 reprimands 
for first offences, and 204 solitary confinements. This is an 
increase on last year, when the total number of punishments was 
205, and is due not to any increase of insubordination but to the 
greater strictness with which the prison regulations are enforced. 
The number of punishments reported in 1871, was 684, in 
comparison with which the decrease of late years is very 
remarkable. 

90. No cases have occurred during the present year in which it 
was deemed necessary to sentence female prisoners to have their 
hair cropped. 

91. The expenditure of the prison, exclusive of the salaries of 
keeper and chaplain, which are a fixed charge on the general 
revenue, and are not provided for in the annual estimates was 
J,414/. 12s. 6d. 


92. Of the male prisoners a daily average of 46 was employed 
en the public roads and works, whose labour, estimated at 1s. 3d. 
a day, would amount to 899/. 17s. 6d., and five others were daily 
employed as cooks and yardsmen. 

93. The prisoners sentenced to penal servitude and hard 
labour are employed outside the prison walls in keeping in order 
the public roads, streets, and grounds. 

94. Penal labour by shot drill is enforced on all male prisoners 
sentenced to penal servitude or hard labour during the first three 
months of their sentence. The duration of the drill is two hours 
daily, one hour in the morning and another in the afternoon. 
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Before any prisoner is put to shot drill he is subjected to medical 
examination. 

95. Within the walls of the prison, male prisoners sentenced to 
hard labour are employed in quarrying stone and converting it 
into Macadam for use on the roads. All penal gangs at work, 
whether inside or outside the prison walls, are under the immediate 
supervision of overseers, who are required tc enjoin silence on the 
prisoners when at work, and to report any infraction of the rule. 

96. The female prisoners are employed under the supervision 
of matrons in making, mending, and washing prisoners’ clothing, 
and old and hardened offenders in breaking stone for use on the 
public roads, and in ginning cotton. 

97. Ten hours in winter from 8 o'clock p.m. to 6 o’clock a.m., 
nine in summer, from 8 o’clock p.m. to 5 o’clock a.m., are allotted 
to sleep. The prisoners do not sleep in association. The 
corridors are lighted all night and patrolled by two officers, who 
relieve each other alternately. 

98. Religious services are regularly performed by the chaplain 
on Sunday morning and Wednesday afternoon. Voluntary 
services are occasionally held by other ministers of the various 
churches who are allowed free access to the prison, and are 
informed whenever prisoners of their respective denominations 
enter the prison. 

99. There were no escapes during the year. 

100. The employment of a schoolmaster authorised by 63rd 
prison rule took place in September, with the sanction of the 
Administrator of the Government, the results were most 
satisfactory. Provision has been made in the estimates for 1882 
for the permanent appointment of the office of schoolmaster, who 
combines the duties of an overseer, at a salary of 50/. per annum. 

101. Prisoners serving out a first conviction, who are recom- 
mended for exemplary conduct and diligence at work, have one 
sixth of their sentence remitted, recommendations for remissions 
from the medical officer always receive due attention. 

102. A coroner’s inquest is always held on the death of a 
prisoner. No death however occurred in 1881. 

103. The discipline of the prison is in a very efficient state, and 
the conduct of the subordinate officers in enforcing a strict 
observance of the prison rules has been exemplary. No change 
has taken place during the year among the officers. 

104. The medical officer’s report is as follows :— 

« Sixty-four cases have been admitted to hospital during the 
year, this number including re-admissions.” 

The prevailing form of disease has been bowel affections, 
diarrhoea and dysentery, the larger proportion of the cases being 
of a mild and tractable character. The general sanitary condition 
of the establishment throughout the year has been excellent. 


Hospital and Asylum. 
105. This institution has been muchimproved. Under the able 
superintendency of the Hon. Dr. Duncombe who was appointed 
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to the office in 1880, and owing to the liberality of the Legislature 
the improvements in the establishment became most marked and 
the comfort of the inmates largely secured. 

106. This most skilful and zealous officer had been, himself, a 
great sufferer for the last few years, being very shattered in health, 
but his indomitable energy and resolute will carried him through 
his work until at last he was forced to succumb; he died on 
Wednesday the 22nd day of March, 1882, universally regretted. 

107. Although increased accommodation has been afforded by 
making the dead house ” an “ associated ward,” and a lepers’ shed 
the dead house, the accommodation is not now adequate to the 
demand, especially with reference to the theoretical requirements 
of cubic space, and the Legislature cannot much longer postpone 
the work of extending the present building or of erecting a new 
building on a more eligible site. 

108, The number of inmates admitted during 1881 is 22 , the 
largest number yet known. 

109. The establishment, being an almshouse for the aged, 
decrepit, and broken up, as well as a hospital for the sick, cases 
actually moribund being included, the mortality was high. 


Remaining January 1881 —- - - 84 
Admitted during 1881, including moribund - 225 


ee ed 


Total ” ° = 309 

of whom there were— 
Discharged - - - is - 139 
Dead & = - al ; e 75 
Remaining January 1882 - - - 95 
Total ~ - - 309 


110. The rate of deaths is 25 per cent. The number of mori- 
bund cases was 13. 

111. The increased poverty of the country has increased the 
number of dispensary applicants, coupled with increased readiness 
of the labouring class to claim public relief, the facilities of obtain- 
ing which are so readily at hand. 


Lunatic Asylum. 

112. The necessity for extending the present or of building a 
new lunatic asylum is becoming more and more urgent. The 
male ward has only 12 cells, and there have been 17 inmates 
atone time. This has necessitated the drafting of the quiet 
patients to the lower wards of the hospital building. 

113. The recreation building, for which a grant was made by the 
Legislature in 1881, has been erected. It consists of two rooms, 
where some of the ordinary games are indulged in by the inmates. 
A large musical box, which is often played, affords great amuse- 
ment. 

114. The number of inmates admitted during 1881 was 17, 
The daily average number, male and female, was 21, 
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Education. 


115. There are 30 schools in operation conducted on the British 
and Foreign Sct u1s Society’s system. 

116. The depar. nent is administered by a Board composed of 
members of boti: oranches of the Legislature and the senior 
clergymen of the various denominations and presided over by the 
Governor of the Colony. 

117. Owing to the scattered nature of these islands the cost of 
maintaining so many schools is very great; there are many 
districts not yet reached, From want of funds the Board are 
unable to establish other schools. 

118. The compulsory system in force in the Island of New 
Providence has not so materially increased the attendance of the 
pupils at the public schools as was expected. | 

119. In his annual report to the Board the inspector of schools 
reports that “the Act would be more effective in its operation if 
“ the age for attendance at the school was changed from 5 to 14 
“ years, instead of from 6 to 12 as at present, and if the police 
“ had instructions to disperse the knots of idle boys found on the 
“ wharfs or streets during school hours.” 

120. The police are so instructed, besides, the Board employ a 
person whose whole time is devoted to compelling the children of 
school age to attend at some school. 

121. Forty cases have come before the police magistrate ; of 
these 20 were fined, 4 dismissed, and 15 orders were made to send 
the child or children to school. 

122. The illness of the parent, and poverty, and the inability 
to give the proper clothing were the usual excuses. 

123. A fine and commodious stone school-house has been erected 
at Cherokee Sound, Abaco, at a cost of 228/., including furniture. 

124, The approximate amount. of school fees, according to 
average, was 513/. 11s. 4d.; of this amount only 107/. 1s. 9d. was 
paid, leaving arrears of 4067. 9s. 7d. 

125. In his report to the Board for 1881 the inspector remarks, 
«‘ If the law was strictly enforced the result at first might be to 
“‘ lower the average attendance, but it would greatly increase the 
“ efficiency of the schools by producing greater regularity in the 
“€ scholars, and by enabling the Board to secure a higher class of 
“ teachers.” .The subject is one which will be soon dealt with by 
the Board of Education. 

126. The present estimated income is— 


£ 
Grant from Legislature - - 2,200 
Extra grant - - - - 300 
Sale of materials - - - 18 
£2,518 


1 The present estimated expenditure is 2,528]. 4s. 


BAHAMAS. 


323 


324 


BAHAMAS, 


90 PAPERS RELATING TO 


Agriculture. 


128. The cultivation of the soil is becoming to be more re- 
3 a stern necessity. The raking of salt, which formed 
one of the chief industries on some of our outlying islands has 
languished because of the absence of demand. 

129. The great demand for pineapples, and the stimulus given 
to cocoanut planting by several most enterprising gentlemen who 
have established large groves, the readiness with which this tree 

rows in the sandy soil of the islands, and their freedom from 
blight, have disposed many to venture on the cultivation of the 
cocoanut. There can be no limit to the cultivation of the 
cocoanut, which will in a few years hence become an important 


export. 
smaller than in 1880, and the 


130. The crop of oranges was 
‘nsect still continues its ravages. If not arrested the destruction 


of the citrus tribe will be immense. 
131. The cultivation of tobacco, as before remarked, was aban- 


doned, not because it does not grow in the Bahamas soil, it grows 
readily, but being tried under the most favourable conditions, 
grown from seed sent us from the Vuelta Abajo district, Cuba, 
and samples of the cured leaf having been sent to England, the 
experts pronounced upon it most unfavourably, declaring it to be 
bitter, coarse, veiny, and dark, in fact, unmarketable. Suggestions 
were made that the fault lay in the process of curing, but two 
Cubans well avouched, one as coming from the Vuelta Abajo 
district, with a practical acquaintance of the art, were employed 
by the Government ; they not only cured the leaf but superintended 
the cultivation of the plant. 

132. The duties in the United States on tobacco are excessively 
high, being for leaf 36 cents per pound, and for manufactured 
3() cents per pound, quite prohibitory. 

133. Analyses of the soils of Cuba and Bahamas would detect 
the cause of the difference between the tobacco grown in the two 
localities, and might enable us to supply to the poor soil of the 
Bahamas the constituents proper for its growth. The Board of 
Agriculture will, I believe, make an effort in this direction. 

134. Cinchona has been tried, but our islands are too low. At 
an elevation of less than 2,000 feet the plant will not thrive. 

135. Wages vary, but are usually from 1s. 3d. to 1s. 6d. per 


diem. 


cognised a 


(Signed) E. B. A. TAyLor, 
Colonial Secretary. . 
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DOMINICA. 
No. 5. 


Governor Sir J. H. Guover, G.C.M.G., to the Right Hon. the 
Earu oF KIMBERLEY. 


Government House, Antigua, 
My Lorp, October 11, 1882. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship the Blue 
Book of Dominica for the year 1881, with the President’s report 
thereon, 


I have, &e. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) Joun H. GLOVER. 
‘The Earl of Kimberley, 
&e. &e. 


REPORT on the BLugE Book for th. *SLAND OF Domrtnica for 
the Year 1881. 


IVa: 
Finance. 


The following return shows the ordinary revenue and expen- 
diture of the Presidency for the year 4881 :— 
pO ae = s. d. 
kixpenditure on account of ordi- 


nary services - - - 18,228 19 4 
Expenditure on account of Yaws 

hospitals - - we 1,784 25 
Liabilities incurred but not paid 

on the 3lst December > “ 300° 0 0 


20,263 1 9 
‘The revenue derived from ordinary 

sources gave during the year - 17,875 2 384 
Vhe revenue derived from the 

additional tax imposed for Yaws 


purposes gave - + 7,573 18 «1 
In hands of Provost Marshal on 
uncollected warrants - - 100 O O 


——— 19,049 0 4} 
Showing that the expenditure of 
the year exceeded the revenue 
by : - - 1,214 0 44 


Dominica. 
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To liquidate the excess of expenditure and to meet certain 
special services it was found necessary to raise a loan of 5,000/. 
A portion of this loan has been disbursed as follows :— 


at ee * 
The excess of actual payments, 
deducting the outstandings - 1,014 1 434 
Falconer v. Doyle - - 54619 33 
Roseau River embankment - 209 13 6 
Extension of water works - 160 2 6 
Arrears of payments of 1880 paid 
in 1881 : : « OPAL 2h 


2,497 13 103 


Leaving 2,5021. 6s. 14d. of the loan unexpended, this balance is 


distributed as follows :— 
£ 
In hands of Crown Agents - 1,900 
In hands of Treasurer, general 
account - - - 032 
In hands of Colonial Bank, special 70 


2,502 


ee 
0.6 
3 34 
2.5 
6 1} 


The above shows the receipts and expenditure for the year. I 
now give a statement of the financial position of the Presidency 


on the 3lst December 1881 :— 


Liabilities. 


No. 2. 
Assets. 
© 6d 
{n hands of Crown Agents 1,900 0,5 Waterworks loan 
Po Treasurer - 532 3 3+ | Yaws loan 
re Colonial Bank 70 2 5 Loan 1880 - 
> Federal Go- Escheat estate - 
vernment, being excess Unpaid accounts - 
of remittances - - 6116 7 
Waterworks sinking fund 777 10 0 
Loan 1880 Pr - 28 0 O 


Warrants uncollected in 
Provost Marshal’shands 100 0 O 


3,469 12 83 
Excess of liabilities on 
31st December 1881 - 9,345 2 53 


12,814 15 24 


12,814 15 22 


From these figures it appears that the expenditure exceeded 
the revenue by 1,0142. To this sum must be added 3001. for out- 
standing current liabilities, less about 1002. remaining due on 
warrants in the Marshal’s hands. The supplementary votes 
amounted to 2,192/, and were principally for hospitals, roads, 
repairs to jetty and sea wall (injured by the gale of 1880) and 
expenses of quarantine; the larger portion of this expenditure 


was beyond control. 
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To remove the present, and provide against future, deficits, a 
tax of ten per centum on the principal sources of revenue has been 
imposed for two years. 

The following returns for the past five years will be interest- 
ing :— 


- 


Years. Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ £ 
1877 - - 19,162 19,154 
1878 - - 20,998 19,918 
1879 - - 19,024 19,739 
1880 - - 20,326 19,754 
188l_ - - 19,049 20,263 


pe PANES eR EN EC A PO Ey SE 
REVENUE detailed, Principat Sources. 
Se ee ee ee ee a dy Lee oer 


pee 1877. | 1878. 1879. | 1880. | 1881. 
£ £ £ £ £ 
Customs * = 8,203 9,455 9,556 10,269 9,721 
Excise - - 2,609 2,434 2,460 2,904 2,674 
Stamp duty - - 352 332 364 358 835 
Licenses ~ - 1,118 1,119 1,217 1,865 1,272 
Fines, penalties, &c. - 1,114 1,236 1,315 1,396 1,185 
Rents - - 86 48 49 97 96 
Taxes - - 912 915 683 705 659 
Waterworks - - 115 84 111 70 oe 
Road funds - -| 1,627 1,551 1,443 1,306 1,302 
Yaws tax - - 1,429 1,524 1,555 1,677 1,573 


EXPENDITURE detailed, Principat Sources. 
i Scag eeheone ates eee ee eetier cat alle naraeet teed rat pageant a 


— 1877. 1878. 1879. | 1880. 1881. 
£ £ £ £ £ 

Civil establishment - 2,752 2,011 2,401 2,411 3,484 
Judicial = -- -| 2,824 2,631 2,620 2,644 2,590 
Treasury - pe eee eT 1,462 1,042 1,028 1,055 
Police ie -| 1,826 1,385 1,419 1,263 1,254 
Gaol - - - 773 772 353 321 779 
Education - - 785 786 954 987 952 
Hospitals | - -| 1,632 1,713 1,954 1,766 2,224 
Works and buildings - 469 | 486 739 613 642 
Roads and bridges - 1,206 1,248 1,650 1,789 1,813 
Lights and signals - 176 115 144 129 113 
Board of Health - 29 89 51 201 245 
Printing - - 253 244 316 206 293 
Pensions - - 292 272 278 488 598 
Hurricane loan, &e. - 929 952 952 804 LS 
Miscellaneous - 1,067 675 804 900 1,040 
Telegraph = - - 400 400 400 200 400 
Yaws hospital - | 2,058 1,885 1,643 1,882 1,734 


Dominica. 
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Principal Articles Exported. 
O- Farine| Lime | Tama-| L Fire 
Year. | Sugar. | jasses, | Rum. | Coffee. | Cocoa. | anioc.| Juice. | rinds. Wood. Wood. 
Cwt. | Galls. | Galls. {| Lbs. Lbs. |Bushels} Galls. | Pkgs. | Tons. | Cords. 
1877 - | 57,751 | 78,679 | 7,660 | 35,382 | 367,146 873 | 6,201} 223 | 29 | 1,267 
1878 - | 66,403 | 117,946 | 10,876 1,846 | $42,945 2,342 | 10,981 238 18} | 1,434 
1879 -| 69,218] 74,520] 3,592 | 10,877] 411,704] 1,206] 18,416 | 444 213 | 1,0714 
1880 -| 65,691] 101,105 | 8,643 475 | 429,771 760 | 17,081} 581 23 919 
1881 +] 45,296 61,150 3,150 8,118 | 757,866 364 | 21,287 386 48 803 
Shipping. 
Entered. Cleared. 
Year. 
Ships. | Tonnage. | Crews. Ships. Tonnage. | Crews. 
a 476 12,755 1,980 469 13,060 1,988 
1878 = 471 13,278 1,879 442 12,697 | 1,875 
1879 - 478 13,578 2,007 471 13,384 2,026 
1880 - 359 11,223 1,652 356 11,041 1,618 
S. 293 9,164 1,264 284 9,578 1,309 
1881 - 
SS. 72 89,771 2,160 72 89,771 2,160 


Tonnage, 1881. 


Entered. ee Cleared. 
96,415 British 87,765 
728 French 671 

1,554 American 1,086 

238 Dutch 249 
98,935 89,771 


pci an ne ET A OED A Se 


The Public Debt 
Consists of :— 


fo eid 

The Water Works Loan - 5,900 0 0O 

The Yaws Building Loan - 1,000 0 O 

The Loan of 1880 - - 5,000 0 0 
The Sinking Fund for the Water 
Works Debentures amounts 

to - - - - 777 10 O 


“SS a ne 
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Imports, 1881. 


Imported from 


Great Britain. | British West Indies. |Foreign West Indies, United States. 


£ £ £ 
25,687 21,648 6,760 10,873 


RS EG he RTOS OAS EE LATER SOO: SAL a” TE OS Ci Vee 
Exports, 1881. 
poss Ss Levawas An aay ee en Lee. 8 ede eer aes ROOMY eG CLaMRmeree) (MOB as Coed TEAS) Mae 
Exported to 


ie RR eT a 


Great Britain. British West Indies.|Foreign West Indies. 


United States. 


£ £ £ £ 
43,556 3,080 2,723 


Legislation. 

The legislation for the year was almost entirely confined to 
finance. The usual Appropriation Acts were passed for 1881 and 
1882, and a loan for a limited amount and period was sanctiuned, 
with concurrent taxation, for its liquidation. A Road Act was 
repealed, and one promising greater efficiency, economy, and a 
larger revenue was adopted. The Savings Bank Act was sub- 
jected to some amendments, and the formation and alteration of the 
districts, and the salaries of the medical officers, under the Medi- 


eal Aid Act, were placed under the control of the Governor in 
Council. 


Census. 

The returns of Registrar General show an increa 
past 10 years of 1,033/., or 3°83 per cent., the population being 
28,211 as against 27,178, in 1871. The proportion of sexes 
are :—males, 12,737; females, 14,441. The increase as regards 
sexes is, 1*02 per cent. for males, and 6-25 per cent. for females. 
This increase in the face of the large emigration to the Venezuelan 


gold mines is very satisfactory. The religious denominations are 
thus numbered :— 


se during the 


Roman Catholics - - - 25,210 
Anglicans - - - ~ 768 
Wesleyans - - ~ = . 2,202 
Moravians - - - - 10 
Others - - - - 21 


The civil condition of the people is represented by 6,333 
married persons, 20,379 unmarried, 1,192 widows, and 307 
widowers. | 


DomINICa, 
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The occupations are thus recorded :—Officials 34; police 25 ; 
bailiffs 9; labourers 11,352; 587 small proprietors; 92 planters ; 
49 managers. Professions:—1 bishop; 19 clergymen; 1 friar ; 
5 medical men; 2 barristers; 1 solicitor; 1 land surveyor, 403 
were engaged in commerce ; 30 school teachers ; 18 nuns; scholars, 
2,428; domestic servants, 1,140; unoccupied and children, 9,136; 
in hospital 86 paupers; 186 Yaws patients, and 26 prisoners. 

The birthplaces are given as follows :—27,204 Dominicans ; 
401 British West Indizias; 91 Europeans; 313 Foreign West 
Indians; 164 Africans; 25 East Indians, and 13 from other 

laces. 
& There are 390 Caribs in the Presidency, of whom 173 were 
numbered as pure, and 136 are the offsprings of marriages with 
the natives. 


Savings Bank. 


This institution is gradually developing its usefulness. The 
deposits amount to 695/., but an examination into the details of 
the institution are unsatisfactory: inasmuch as the savings of 
the poor and thrifty are not yet deposited in safe keeping; out 
of 45 depositors, 10 only are less than 20s.; 18, under 51; 6. 
under 101; 4 under 20/.; the remaining seven being for larger. 
sums. 

I again venture to suggest the establishment of penny savings 
banks throughout the Island, and by this means protecting the 
poor from the too frequently recurring loss of their small earnings 
by their dishonest neighbours and kinafolk. 


Sanitary. 

It was a matter of thankfulness that the year passed without 
any serious epidemic, although our neighbours in Guadalope and 
Martinique suffered so severely, and for so protracted a period, 
from yellow fever. Whooping cough and infantile diseases carried 
off very many children, the mortality under seven years being 
nearly 50 per centum of the annual deaths. It is much to be 
feared that a great want of appreciation still exists of the medical 
provision so liberally provided for the labouring classes by the 
legislature ; a fair amount of vaccination was performed during 
the year. 

Inland Letter and Parcel Post, 


This unassuming mark of progress continues to work successfully; 
upwards of 5,000 letters passing in one year through the post, 
with a population of only 28,000, the bulk of whom are non- 
writers, speaks well for its utility. 

In addition to these lettere, 366 newspapers, 579 parcels and 
6497. were safely conveyed along our mountain roads. The 
physical formation of Dominica, with its consequent expense of 
transit, renders the penny post a necessity for our people, as it 
affords a bi-weekly communication with the greater portion of 
the Island, at a nominal cost, both to the letter writer and the 
Government, 


"e8t7 U 


ll 


12 


January - 
February - 
March - 
April - 
May - 
June . 
July - 
August - 
September 
October - 
November - 
December - 


Total 


14°08 


10°64 


13°45 


13°13 


4°49 


19°38 


3°61 


mt | a fe | | - | | | S| | 


86°41 


Sugar 
loaf. 


4°31 
3°19 
1°63 
8°82 
3°94 
25°77 
9°76 
15°27 
19°58 
7°73 
24°60 
5°08 


129°68 
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Clark 
Hall. 


3°83 


22°84 


14°02 


13°78 


14°08 


7°48 


26°45 


7°18 


123°32 


Bath. 


3°26 


1°71 


0°41 


2°67 


2°26 


15°18 


13°32 


14°33 


18°15 


6°64 


22°70 


5°98 


101°51 


Wall 
House. 


16°72 


5°33 


96°90 


| Goodwill. 


22°60 
4°01 


91°14 


Canefield. 


10°58 


11°89 


6°13 


19°92 


4°78 


84° 54 


Hills- 
borough. 


21°49 
3°86 


84°54 


Castle 
Bruce. 


16°29 


7°29 


130°147 


London- 
derry. 


7°29 


12°10 


14°33 


5°40 


14°02 


4°34 


107°32 


Eden. 


11°18 


2°67 


104° 98 


Woodford 
Hill. 


2°37 


96°53 


Hamp- 
stead. 
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Criminal, 


The marked diminution in crime deserves special notice. 

The committals to gaol in 1878 were 397; in 1879 328; in 
1880 271, and in 1881 192. 

The return of fines from the petty sessions show also a diminu- 
tion of 25 per centum from the preceding year, being 887/. 7s. 4d. 
in 1880, and 665/. 13s. 1d. in 1881. 

I attribute this decrease to the more prosperous condition of 
the people : no alteration has been made in the fees of the inferior 
courts which might have acted as a deterrent against litigation. 


General. 


Amongst the group of the Federal Islands, aye, and I might 
extend the comparison far beyond this narrow limit, Dominica 
possesses undoubtedly the greatest natural resources. 

The almost unfailing rainfall, the varied temperature, the healthy 
climate, the richness of her soil, the vast acreage of virgin land, 
the valuable products of her forests, her shaded valleys, her 
numberless streams, supplying an unlimited motive power, her 
varied products, her geographical position, her telegraphic com- 
munication, her facilities of steam locomotion, give vast scope for 
enterprise, and offer certain success to the capitalist. Labour is 
wanted, but the demand would prove a powerful factor in 
supplying this want. 

The cane crop failed last year, shipments being 1,000 tons less 
than 1880, but even in past years the cane never was the staple 
of the Island, and I fear never will be. 

The export of cocoa crop reached 757,866 pounds, as against 
429,771 in 1880, and 185,587 in 1875. The increased cultivation 
of this valuable product is very large, and it is confidently expected 
that with good weather a million of pounds will be exported this 

ear. 

; The exports of coffee were only 8,113 pounds, a vast increase 
on the previous year, but our native berry still suffers from 
the blight. Liberian coffee, however, is standing its ground, 
and remains unaffected by disease, and 1882 will inaugurate its 
exportation. Succeeding years will swell the returns of this 
valuable product, from the maturing fruit of the numberless trees 
that are being cultivated with care by several of our planters. 

Lime juice ranks amengst our valuable exports. The shipments 
this year were of concentrated juice, 21,287 gallons, against 
16,977 gallons in 1880, and 2,885 gallons in 1875. ‘The evapora- 
tion, as a rule, is 10 gallons to 1 gallon, and the value is about 
8s. 4d. per gallon in the United States; unconcentrated juice 1s 
neglected ; 1,675 gallons were exported. 

The development of the fruit trade by the line of steamers to 
New York has been successful, and a hitherto waste product has 
been turned to profitable account. 
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The export of bay leaf (Bois d’ Inde) for the preparation of 
the oil is carried on with vigour, 581 bales of an average weight 
of 300 pounds were shipped last year. 

The export of tamarinds, firewood, logwood, farine, canoe shells, 
starch, ginger, cocoanuts and ground provisions afford a miniature 
wealth to the labouring population who are almost independent 
of imported food. 

The acquisition of land is readily obtained, and at moderate 
rates, 1/. per acre is the usual rate of Crown lands. 

With all these natural advantages, Dominica certainly possesses 
attractions to those who are leaving the old Country for distant 
‘ands in search of new homes. 


(Signed) C. M. ELDRIDGE. 


MONTSERRAT. 


No. 6. 


Governor Sir J. H. Guover, G.C.M.G., to the Right Hon. the 
KARL OF KIMBERLEY. 


Government House, Antigua, 
My Lorp, October 27, 1882. 
I nave the honour to transmit to your Lordship the Blue 
Book of Montserrat for the year 1881, with the Acting President’s 
report thereon. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) Joun H. GLoveEr. 
The Right Hon. 
The Earl of Kimberley, 
&e. &e. 


Sir, Montserrat, October 20, 1882. 

I wave the honour to forward to his Excellency the 
Governor the Blue Book of this Presidency for 1881 with the 
accompanying financial statement. 


Finance. 
lg ad icine tant a TIO OL ese eee 
—- Revenue. | Expenditure. 

gem LETS ESD LAE ALLL eee 

£ £ 
For 1879 - - - - - 5,689 5,952 
» 1880 - . : : - 5,177 5,997 
ao. :) aes : : = i 5,817 5,718 


Le 
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The chief sources of revenue are :— 


£ 

Import duty = - - - - - 2,125 
Export ” - - - - - 431 
Land and house tax raised by a per-centage of 15s. 

per 100/. on valuation - ~ - 1,188 
Excise on rum manufactured in the Island and 

entered for home consumption, 2s. per imperial 

gallon, and 4d. extra for every degree above 

proof - - - - - - 776 
Licenses for sale of spirits, wines, malt, &c. = er 
A horse tax - - - - - 197 


Trade. 


iin | Imports. | Exports. 


Value. Value. 

£ £ 
1879 - - - - - 26,495 35,683 
1880 - - - - - 25,364 29,121 
1881 - - - - 25,346 35,205 


Shipping, 1881. 


eens eieeesiieehsetreaieneastan anistblainichessspsieaniehneemmieiigagiebnisinetamasemnisiiinieass 


ENTERED. CLEARED. 
scent ecieciitlia a San ee a 
Ships. | Tons. | Crew. Ships. | Tous. | Crew. 


243 6,891 922 246 6,480 952 


The chief articles of export in 1881 were :— 


al a a a 


Lime Juice, Lime Jui 
Sugar. Molasses. Concentrated. iw. 
Hogsheads.! Tierces. | Barrels. |Puncheons.|Puncheons.| Hogsheads. Puncheons. 


ee 


5 1,914 2,779 218 14 N 881 
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Lime Essence. | Pickled Limes.| Fresh Limes. Tamarinds. Potatoes. 
Cases. Barrels. | Boxes. Barrels. Barrels. 
58 200 782 139 283 
Horned Cattle. | Sheep. | Goats. | Pigs. | Horses. | Firewood Cords. 
193 30 53 86 7 390 


Agriculture. 


The sugar crop of 1881 was equal to 1,628 hogsheads. The cul- 
tivation of limes has greatly increased. On several sugar estates 
the cane cultivation is being supplemented by the planting of limes. 


Population. 


The following is a comparative statement of the Census taken, 
viz :— 


— Males. Females. Total. 
In 1861 - - - 3,447 4,198 7,645 
Piya se - - 3,978 4,715 8,693 
» 1881 - - 4,639 5,444 10,083 


Savings Bank. 


Dr. Cr 
& 8. d. £os d 
— 4 depositors under 1, - - “" r 118 6 
= 5 As over 1., under 5/. ~ - ~ 10 15 10 
ae € ” » 54 4, 101 = : - 27 16 4 
me 6 ” » 104. » 201. > - 85 8 1 
- 4 5 » 202, 801. .~ - 88 15 6 
— 1 Fr », 301. 4, 402. ~ = 3 390 8 5 
= 2 ” » 401. 4, 50. = a - 83 15 8 
— 2 ” ” 50l. ,, 607. “ - - 108 1 9 
— 1 % woo, Ter - = wz 66 7 5 
618 4 Interest account. 
350 0 O Colonial Bank on Interest, 
146 19 2 Treasurer’s hands. 
508 17 6 508 17 6 


————- -—_______., 
a er 
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Montserrat. ‘The healthiness of the Island was as usual good. The numbe 
— of births, after deducting 16 still-births, were 437, and the deaths 
were 193. : 

Provision is made for furnishing the town of Plymouth with 
an abundant supply of fresh water from one of the mountain springs, 
and the work is in progress. The engineer did not realize his 
expectation to have the water into the town in December 1881, 
although the work was considerably advanced towards completion. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. Mane, 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary Acting President. 


of the Leeward Islands, Antigua. 


Pree VIRGIN ISLANDS. 


No. 7. 


Governor Sir J. H. Grovur, G.C.M.G., to the Right Hon. 
the Fart or KIMBERLEY. 


Government House, Antigua, 
My Lorp, September 15, 1882. 
I wave the honour to transmit to your Lordship the 
Blue Book of the Virgin Islands for the year 1881, with the 
Acting President’s report thereon. 
I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) Joun H. Guover, 
The Earl of Kimberley, Governor. 
&e. &e. 


PRESIDENT Dyerrt to the CoLONIAL SECRETARY. 


Government Office, Tortola, 
SIR, August 2, 1882. 
I HAVE the honour to forward herewith the Blue Book 
of this Presidency for the year 1881, and to submit the following 
report thereon. 


Revenue. 
a a 
1880 - . - 2,247 18 8 
1881 - - - 1,604 5 O 


2. The revenue of last year will from this statement appear 
to have fallen short of that of 1880 by 6432. 8s. 8d, but the 
deficiency has not been so large as it would seem, for of the excess 
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above shown in the receipts of the former year, 500/. was received 
for the sale of certain lands, which, through default in payment 
of the land tax some years ago, had become the property of the 
Crown, and 135/. 3s, 4d. was derived from arrears of the past 
year’s income ; deducting these two amounts, therefore, the actual 
difference between the two years receipts will be only 8/. 5s. 4d. 


Expenditure. 
ee ae: 5 
1880 ~ - - ~ 2,130 9 0 
1881 _— - - 1,735 14 0 


3. The expenditure shows a decrease of 395/. 15s. Od. as com- 
pared with that of 1880, The expenditure for 1880 was unusually 
larger than ordinary, owing to disbursements on account of works 
and buildings, the payment to owner of lands whose properties 
had become forfeited by reason of nonpayment of taxes of the 
surplus arising from the sales of the lands, and a larger amount 
of the arrears of the former year having been paid off. 


Public Works, 


4. The gaol is, I regret to state, from want of funds, in an 
almost ruinous condition. 

The poor house is now in good order, having recently been 
thoroughly repaired. 

The public wharves at Road Harbour and West End are both 
in good order. 


Legislation. 


5. Four Ordinances were passed and assented to by the 
Governor during the year, namely two Appropriation Ordinances, 
one for amending the Boat License Ordinance, by which all 
licenses become due at the same time every year, and one 
amending the Cattle Tax Ordinance, by which the tax on horses 
and mules is increased from 2s. to 4s. per head. 


Education. 


6. This subject is so thoroughly dealt with by the Inspector 
of Schools in his annual reports that nothing remains for me to 
write on the subject, except to remark that the payment of ex- 
ceptional aid to schools in this Presidency which fail to attain 
the required standard and obtain a class appears to me un- 
desirable, as I have every reason to believe that in order to obtain 
some aid very questionable practices are resorted to by the 
teachers on the annual visit of the Inspector; at present no aid 
is given to failed schools, and I shall be sorry if any be awarded 
to them again. 
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Imports and Exports. 


7. There was a falling off in the revenue derived from these 
sources, though not to a large amount, being only 287. 12s. 2d. 
on imports and 19/. 15s. 6d. on exports. From the commence- 
ment of this year, with the sanction of Her Majesty’s Secretary of 
State, the vessel formerly employed in the mail service exclusively 
has now been taken over at an increased rate of charter and is 
used in the protection of the revenue also, and a revenue officer 
has lately been appointed to her. 1 anticipate from this a con- 
siderable increase in the revenue from customs duties, as the 
permanent employment of a revenue vessel must tend considerably 
to check the hitherto wholesale practice of smuggling. 

8. I regret that I am not yet able to report the commencement 
by Mr. Godden of his mining operations at Virgin Gorda, to 
which allusion was made by Captain Churchill in his report on 
the Blue Book for 1880, and from which considerable improve- 
ment in the general condition of the Presidency is expected, 
owing to the very great amount of labour which will be employed, 
thus enlarging, or rather, I should say, establishing, a great amount 
of trade and commerce to which these Islands have been strangers 
for many years past. 

9. Mr. Godden is still acquiring large tracts of land at Virgin 
Gorda, and I anxiously look forward to the time, which I trust 
is not now far off, when it will be the pleasing duty of the 
President to report a more healthy and prosperous condition of 
the finances, and of the Islands generally, 

I have, &c. 
The Hon. (Signed) R. H. Dyer. 
The Colonial Secretary. 
&e, Se. 
Leeward Islands. 
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ST. KITTS. 


No. 8. 


Governor Sir J. H. Guiover, G.C.M.G., to the Right Hon. 
the Eart or KIMBERLEY. 


Government House, Antigua, 
My Lorp, September 28th, 1882. 
I wave the honour to transmit to your Lordship the Blue 
Book of St. Kitts for the year 1881, with President Eldridge’s 
report thereon. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) Joun H. Guover, 
The Right Hon, Governor. 
The Earl of Kimberley, 
&e. &e. 
Sir, President’s Office, September 5, 1882. 


I wAveE the honour to transmit the annual Blue Book in 
triplicate. I regret the delay that has arisen in its preparation, 
but I have made every effort to carry out the arrangements made 
by President Moir for the completion of the work. 

The very lengthy and interesting report made by Mr. Moir last 
year, and my own recent arrival in the Presidency, must be 
offered as my reasons for the few comments which accompany the 
present Blue Book. 

The financial year was not as favourable as usual. The 
expenditure was largely in excess of the receipts, being 
31,453/. Os. 1d. against 29,9087. 14s. 9d., thus absorbing the last 
year’s balance of 1,152/. 4s. 2d., and leaving an amount of 
3921. 1s. 2d. unprovided for. The past short crop caused 
decreased receipts to the amount of 2,212/.; while extra outlav 
on roads 5471., on waterworks 577/., and the payment of arrears 
of the telegraph subsidy 800/. (withheld on account of broken 
lines), all assisted in adding to the difficulties of the year. 

The only matter of local importance that occurred was the 
taking of the Census, and the following facts are interesting. 

The population is returned at 29,127. Males 13,706, females 
15,431; the increase in the past decade being 968, or “equal to 
3°4 per cent. for the 10 years,” against 1°59 during “the pre- 
ceding decade.” 

This small increase is thus accounted for by the Registrar- 
General. 

“The principal reasons are that during 1872-7374 the seasons 
were unfavourable and in consequence there wasa considerable 
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exodus to other islands, and although that unusual outflow has 
now ceased, yet its effects are still apparent.” 
The death-rate also during these seasons “ was higher than in 
any year since the epidemic of cholera in 1854” and “ the loss 
“ of life by the flood of the 12th January 1880,” 

The following comparison with the Census of 1871 is very 
interesting :— 


6é 


_—_— | 1871. | 1881. 
Average inhabitants in each house - - 4°68 4°74 
Proportion males, to whole population . 47°07 47°04 
os females $5 3 - 52°93 52°96 
3 married persons - - 20°32 20°52 
i unmarried > * - 74°80 74°28 
ep widows - a - ~ 3°98 3°97 
a widowers - - - “90 1°13 
2 deaf - “ . 4 “020 ‘017 
“3 dumb - - - - *007 *007 
a blind - - - 026 *030 


There is an increase of 1,900 agricultural labourers, and a 
decreased settling in the towns, 
The religious classification is as follows :—Anglicans 8,424, 
Wesleyans 13,246, Roman Catholics 1,593. 
I have, &e. 
The Hon. the (Signed) C. M. Expripes, 
Colonial Secretary, Acting President. 
Antigua. 


GOLD COAST, 


No. 9. 


Administrator Moionry, C.M.G., to the Right Hon. the Earn 
or KIMBERLEY 


Christiansborg Castle, Accra, 
My Lorp, October 3, 1882 
I wave the honour to forward to your Lordship my report 

on the Blue Book of the Settlement on the Gold Coast for 
1881. 

As soon as the compilation of the Blue Book has been completed, 
which I may say is almost now the case, I mean to have it handed 
over to the Printing Department of the Government. 
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Taxes, Duties, and Fees, 


There have been no changes in these sources of supply as com- 
pared with the taxes, duties, and fees of the previous year. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


I will preface any further remarks, under the foregoing heads, 
by reminding your Lordship of the exceptional demand that has 
been made during the year on the funds of the Gold Coast, con- 
sequent on expenses that it was deemed necessary to incur in 
the provision considered requisite towards placing the Govern- 
ment in a position to meet whatever might have been the out- 
come of the strained relations between it and the Kingdom of 
Ashanti. 


The following table shows the receipts of the two past years :— 


Heads of Receipts. | 1881. | 1880, | Increase. Decrease. 
Customs. £ s. d. g 6. a. 2) 7 8. o: i en. a. 
Specific - - ~ -| 85,077 8 9 92,461 9 5 _ 7,384 0 & 
Ad valorem - - -| 9673 4 0 | 1018913 7 _ 516 9 7 
Fines, fees, and forfeitures of 
Court - - - - 8,822 14 11 5,541 6 6 = 1,718 11 7 
Hospital receipts - - - 410 0 24 8 6 — 1918 6 
Post Office O.P. Col. share - 295 2 2 463 7 10 - 168 5 § 
Inland postage - - 7706 74 7 4 218 2 = 
Conimissions on money orders 2119 1 40 4 1 oo 18 5 0 
Profit on gold dust shipped - 224 2 9 255 1 0 — 3018 3 
Sales of Government property - 111 1 2 529 11 6 _ 418 10 4 
Licenses - - - -}] 8,813 11 0 8,560 15 0 252 16 0 —_ 
Interest on investments - -| 2,42612 8 1,208 6 0 1,223 6 38 = 
Over payments refunded - - 630 1 8 320 311 309 17 9 i 
Lighthouse dues - - - 390 11 0 424 3 6 — 33.12 6 
Lagos contribution - -| 2,178 15 0 3,681 5 0 = 1,452 10 6 
Miscellaneous receipts - - 47616 5 780 19 1 — 804 2 § 


a 


109,223 10 8 {119,500 2 3 1,788 13 2 12,065 4 9 


Special receipts - 7,199 19 11 _— 7,199 19 11 —_ 


— —_—___ --____ 


116,423 10 7 {119,500 2 8 8,988 13 1 | 12,065 4 9 


Total - - 
MEMORANDUM. £ Loe 
Amount of ecreased ordinary Receipts - - - 12,065 4 9 
” nereased » - - - 1788138 2 


Nett decrease on the year - - - 10,27611 7 
Sem som 
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The Revenue is represented by 116,4232 10s. 7d. in 1881 
as against 119,500/. 2s. 3d. for the previous year. In the former 
amount, however, the sum of 7,1992. 19s. 11d. is included, and 
represents the nominal value of gold received in special payments 
by the Ashantis as a peace offering and as a proof of sincerity 
on the part of their king, in explanation of the conduct of his 
ambassadors ; thus is left a balance of 109,223/. 10s. 8d., which 
must be viewed as the total of ordinary receipts, against 99,000/. 
the estimated Revenue for 1881, with the result of a surplus of 
10,2232. 10s. 8d. 

The excess receipts in 1880 over those in 1881 are attributable 
to less imports in the latter year, due no doubt to a falling off 
in market demand in consequence of the state of affairs pre- 
viously alluded to. Under the head “ Customs,” alone, there was 
a falling off by 7,900/ 10s. 3d. I will instance the sum of 
74,6431. 2s. 6d., as representing the duty on rum imported from 
America in 1880, while in last year only 61,276. 7s. 6d. were 
received under the same head of imports, showing a falling off 
of 13,3662. 15s.0d. There was therefore less consumption or more 
snuggling ; in view of the increased Customs Staff the Government 
would naturally incline towards the former conclusion, Similarly, 
in gin from the United Kingdom, there was a falling off to the 
extent of 1,599/. 19s. 2d. in 1881, as compared with 1880; for 
while in the former year duties amounted to 4,769/. 13s. 64., 
in the latter they amounted to 6,369/. 12s. 8d. On the other 
hand there were increases of imports in tobacco from the United 
States of America, and in gunpowder ; the duties on the former 
being represented by 6,502/. 14s. 6d., in 1880, against 9,9391. Os. 6d. 
in 1881 ; the admission of the latter by the proclamation of the 
11th July 1881, and the great demand there must have been for it, 
due to the previous prohibition of 31st January 1881 against its 
importation, and consequent race with such commodity for the 
market, will account for the increase in gunpowder. 

It has been said that there is a growing taste among the better 
class of natives for malt, in preference to alcoholic drink, which 
may 11 some slight measure perhaps account for the falling off in 
the importation of rum, and is supported by the fact that whereas 
in 1880 there were but 7,306 gallons of beer and porter introduced 
the importations were represented last year by 23,135 gallons. In 
favour of the growth of such a taste are the facts that the duty is 
6d. a gallon as compared with 2s. 6d. per gallon on rum, and that 
there is no licensing duty for the sale of malt liquors. It was con- 
sidered desirable at the time of the passing of the Spirit License 
Ordinance 1875 to give this degree of encouragement to such per- 
sons as might be desirous of opening stores for the sale of the less 
intoxicating beverages. 

The actual Expenditure for 1881 has been 134,776/. 5s, 11d. 
as compared with 86,9561. 18s. 1d. for 1880, and against the esti- 
mate 90,7602. for last year. There is thus shown an excess over 
estimate of 44,016/. 5s. 11d, and over the outlay of the previous 
year of 47,8191. 7s. 10d. 
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The expenditure for the last two years is shown in the following Gorn Coasr. 


table :— 
ees 
Heads of Expenditure. Exp cee Exp poi ture Increase. Decrease. 
SR cer: re EE, eS Le ee 
Establishments £ 8. d. £2 ££. d. Cf £2 oe G. 
Salaries fixed - ° -| 64,239 010 | 50,515 9 1 3,723 11 9 _ 
Doe. pro. and tem. - - 303 10 3 1312 0 289 18 3 —_ 
Allowances - - * - 1,203 2 0 1,009 14 11 198 71 _— 
Contingencies - : - 54718 7 1,312 15 0 _ 16416 5 
Services, exclusive of 
Establishments, 
Executive Council - * - 4211 3 2270 20 4 8 _ 
Customs and Treasury - -| 1,128 7 9 847 7 2 281 0 7 — 
Post Office - - . - 138 3 10 108 8 7 2415 3 _ 
Supreme Court - : -| 1,011 6 83 1,528 17 7 _ 517 11 4 
Charitable allowances - - 80 610 219 3 4 _ 188 16 6 
Educational - - - 350 0 525 0 0 — 175 0 0 
Constabulary - « - 3,475 15 5 2,660 13 0 815 2 5 _ 
aols . : ° -| 1,860 8 5 | 2016 9 0 _ 156 0 7 
Public Works and Survey - | 10,687 8 3 10,426 7 8 261 0 7 _ 
edical - - - - 576 6 8 878 17 5 _ 302 10 9 
Sanitary - - * - 29110 1 238 15 5 5214 8 —_ 
Marine - - - . 8,934 9 3 3,341 5 0 5,593 4 8 _ 
nt - - - - 1 854 4 7 1012 6 _ 
Transport - - « . 8,152 17 9 7,125 15 3 1,027 2 6 _— 
Aborigines - - - -| 1,696 12 8 5184 1 562 3 7 — 
Miscellaneous - . - 2,493 18 6 1,654 7 9 839 10 9 _ 
Pensions, gratuities, &c. « - 61410 4 52219 3 9111 1 — 
98,688 2 0 86,956 18 1 18,785 19 6 2,054 15 7 
Special expenses - . - | 36,088 3 11 — 86,088 3 11 —_ 
Total - ~ |134,776 5 11 | 86,956 18 1 | 49,874 3 5 | 205416 7 


SR ln DL Eh 

I may at once explain that of the excess of 44,0162 5s. 11d. 
over the estimated expenditure of the year, the sum of 
36,088/. 3s. lid., is returned as special expenses, consequent on 
the equipment and other outlay due, as explained previously, to 
the Ashanti difficulty. The sum of 8,654/. 12s. 9d. has been 
expended under the head of “Government vessels” for the 
purchase of “ Ekuro” and her keep, and for which no provision 
had been made in the estimates which were framed in 1880, 
before anything was decided as to the acquisition by the Gold 
Coast of a steamer. 1,048/. Os. 1d., have been supplied as salaries 
for the supervisors of Customs, appointed also after the framing 
of the estimates. ; 

Of the expenditure of 8,654/. 12s. 9d. under «“ Government 
Vessels,” the sum of 4350/., the cost of the « Ekuro,” must be 
viewed as extra-ordinary, which with 36,0881. 3s. 11d., special 
Ashanti expenditure, equals 40,4881. 3s. 11d., which I consider 
exceptional. The actual expenditure for the year when reduced by 
this sum will appear as 94,338/. 2s. Od., which although in excess 
by 3,578/. 2s. Od. of the estimated outlay, which is to be acccunied 
for by prevision not having been made in the estimates although 
sanction had been received for the same (say upkeep of Govern- 
ment vessels, which amounted, exclusive of cost of « Ekuro,” 
to 4,304/. 12s. 9d.), yet is well covered by even the Estimated 
Revenue of 99,0002, and much more s0 of course by the actual 
ordinary receipts of 109,223/. 10s. 8d. 
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The difference between the excesses of 1881 and 1880, viz. :— 
3,8032 1s. 11d., I am not at present in the position, (final audit 
not having yet come about) to give to your Lordship the exact 
detail and cause. 

Against the amount, however, I gather from the accounts that 
there may be placed 1,027/. 2s. 6d. on account of excess of Trans- 
port charges during the former year, some of which is of a special 
nature, and 2,675/. 11s. 8d. on account of salaries fixed in excess 
of establishment 1880 in connection with new district, medical and 
constabulary appointments; this is over and above the item of 
1,6482. Os. 1d. included in this review. 


Public Debt. 


There is no public debt of the Gold Coast. From such a 
statement I of course exclude the question of sums due to litigants 
and deposited temporarily by the Court in the Treasury. 

As will be observed under the head ‘* Revenue and Expendi- 
ture” of this Report, there were extraordinary expenses during 
the year, which amounted to 36,088/. 3s. 11d., and have been 
paid from Surplus Revenue. ‘There has however been additionally 
a further special outlay of 21,837. 9s. 7d., so far as I know caused 
by the preparations of the apprehended war with Ashanti, which 
has been paid from Army and Navy Funds, but will have to be 
refunded by the Colony. 


Military Expenditure. 


There is but one Military Station on the Gold Coast, viz., at 
Cape Coast. 

It is at present garrisoned by two companies of the First West 
India Regiment, detailed as follows :—8 officers, 14 non-com- 
missioned officers, and 174 rank and file. 

Information rendered by the local military authorities goes to 
show that the amount expended during 1881 by Great Britain 
for the military protection, and in aid of the civil establishment 
of the Gold Coast, was 26,1202. 19s. 7d, as compared with 
12,6211. 5s. 1d. in 1880. The former amount is given as local 
expenditure, and is exclusive of cost of arms and accoutrements, 
of cost of salt and preserved meat and of biscuits from England, 
of transport of officers from England, and of cost of miscellaneous 
and ordnance stores. 

In consequence of the strained relations with the kingdom of 
Ashanti in the early part of the year this garrison was increased 
from a normal strength of 201 by the arrival at Cape Coast on 
the 2nd February of 214 officers and men of the First West India 
Regiment from Sierra Leone, and on the 12th March by a further 
arrival of 59 officers and men of the same regiment. 

The garrison on the 10th May consisted of 803 officers and 
men, having been increased by the arrival on the 18th March of 
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Her Majesty’s ship “ Humber,” with Colonel Justice, and a portion 
of the officers and men of the Second West India Regiment from 
West Indies. 

This explanation will account for the difference on expenditure. 

The garrison was reduced to its normal condition on the 13th 
February 1882. 

The local defensive force is represented by the armed constabu- 
lary of the colony, maintained, so far as the settlement on the Gold 
Coast is concerned, at a cost of 26,6597. 7s. 7d., exciusive of freight 
on supplies, during 1881. 

This force is comprised of — 


1 inspector general. 
3 first class inspectors. 
1 adjutant and musketry instructor 
1 artillery inspector. 
1 pay and quartermaster. 
1 assistant quartermaster. 

14 assistant inspectors. 
2 native officers. 
S-sergeant majors. 

43 sergeants. 

43 corporals. 
1 drum major. 

854 privates. 

12 boys. 
1 armour sergeant. 

80 gunners. 
4 clerks and interpreters. 
3 priests. 


There are occupied by the constabulary, the forts at Axim: 
Dixcove, and Secondee, Fort St. George at Elmina, the fort at 
Anamaboe, James and Ussher forts Accra, Quittah fort, the 
advanced posts at Mansu and Prahsue on the Cape Coast 
Prah road, with intermediate stations at the principal halting 
places for the protection of traders, 

In support of legitimate trade and in the interests of the natives 
themselves, a camp has been established at Danoe, on the eastern 
border of the jurisdiction, 


Public Works. 


As the attention of the Government had to be mainly directed 
towards the defence of the Colony, and later to the re-establish- 
ment of friendly relations with Ashanti, which necessitated a 
temporary divergence of supervision that should otherwise have 
been engaged towards the completion of works authorised and 
necessary, and for which material had been already supplied, | 
feel only called upon to record that no works have been under- 
taken during the year, the routine of the department having heen 
chiefly confined to the execution of current repairs. 


GoLp CoasT. 
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The ordinary expenditure under the Public Works Department 
has been 10,6872. 8d. 3s., exclusive of establishments, as compared 
with an approved provision in the estimates of 12,622/. 

Of this outlay the sum of 6,2411 7s. 9d. has been mainly 
expended in payment of material supplied through crown agents 
for new customs and treasury, Accra; hospital, Accra; officers’ 
quarters, Adaffia; and for the reconstruction of Gothic House. 
These works progressed however only in 1881 for reasons already 
given, 

There has been additionally an outlay in this department 
charged under the head “ Special Expenses,” explained previously. 


Legislation. 

The following Ordinances have been passed during the year by 
the Legislature of the Gold Coast Colony. 

No. 1, of 31 January: An Ordinance to repeal an Ordinance, 
intituled an Ordinance to amend the Lagos Pilotage Ordinance, 
1878, and to make provision for payment for the treatment 
afforded to hospital patients at Lagos in certain cases. 

Informalities and indefiniteness necessitated this repeal and 
fresh legislation. 

No. 2, of 31 January 1881: An Ordinance to amend an 
Ordinance intituled the “ Quarantine Ordinance 1880.” 

It was considered that the Quarantine Ordinance, No. 7 of 
1880, required amendment to enable it to be enforced effectually, 
and without unnecessary delay in Lagos, 

No. 3, of 11 May 1881: An Ordinance to confer upon the 
Governor of the Gold Coast Colony the necessary power for the 
detention and deportation of certain political prisoners. 

The necessity for this legislation arose to cover the deportation 
to and detention at Lagos of chief Asafu Ajay of Juabin, and the 
deportation to and deteftion at Elmina of King Tackie of 
Accra. 

Civil Establishment. 

The following appointments have been made during the year: 
Sir Samuel Rowe, K.C.M.G., to be Governor of the Gold Coast 
Colony, vice the late Mr. Herbert Taylor Ussher, C.M.G. 

Mr. N. L. Bailey to be a Puisne Judge vice Mr. T. W. 
Jackson. 

Mr. W. <A. Cuscaden, formerly an assistant inspector of 
constabulary, to be civil commissioner of the Tarquah district. 

Messrs J. H. Dillet, H. R. Hore, A. Allan, J. Hagan and 
W. J. P. Elliott, to be Supervisors of Customs. 

Drs. T. Booth, R. J. Roulston, M. P. Duke, and D. Waldron to 
be assistant colonial surgeons. 

There were two deaths on the Gold Coast among the European 
officers during the year, viz:—Mr.T. Woodcock, Queen’s Advo- 
cate, on the 4th November, and Mr. P. J. Keeffe, foreman in the 
Public Works Department on temporary employment on the 27th 
January, 1881. 

Assistant Inspector D A. Lysaght, died in England on the 
24th May. 
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Assistant Inspector L. Wyatt of the constabulary, and Goxp Coasr. 
Assistant Colonial Surgeon Ross, retired from the service on  —— 
resignation. 


Population, Marriages, Births, and Deaths. 

The number of the population of the Gold Coast is wholly 
unascertained. Since the time of the imposition of the poll tax 
in 1852, an estimate of 400,000 as a population has been handed 
down as a legacy. 

In 1881 when the census of Her Majesty’s Empire was being 
taken generally, it was hoped that something more approximate 
in the shape of an estimate of the supposed population would 
have been secured. No action in the matter was taken. 
The assistance and co-operation of commissioners, heads of the 
different religious bodies, and of other influential persons have 
now been invited, and it is to be hoped that their labours will 
bring forth something. 

It is very difficult to form an estimate as to the numbers of 
any native population, the statements of natives as to numbers 
being uncertain and quite unreliable. 

Then again, natives are peculiarly suspicious, and would be 
disposed to be at once on their guard against supplying 
information which they would view as intended to be directed 
against themselves in the shape of taxation. 


Return of Births. 


Religious Denomination. 1880. 1881. Increase. | Decrease. 
Church of England ~ - 11 11 -— — 
Wesleyan ~ - - No information although called for. 
Basel Mission - - - 292 239 _ 53 


Roman Catholic Mission was only established in 1880. 


Bremen - - - - No information although called for. 


Return of Marriages. 


Religious Denomination. 1880. 1881. Increase. | Decrease. 
Church of England - - - 1 1 os 
Wesleyan - - - - 123 113 - 10 
Basel Mission - - - 8 11 3 am 


Roman Catholic Mission was only established in 1889. 


Bremen - - - ” No information although called for. 
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Return of Deaths. 


Religious Denomination. 1880. | 1881. Increase. | Decrease. 
Church of England - - 17 18 1 — 
Wesleyan - - - - No information although called for. 
Basel Mission = - ~ -| 116 97 —_ 19 
Roman Catholic - - - Mission was only established in 1880. 
Bremen - - - - No information altaough called for. 


No Act exists for the compulsory registration of births, 
marriages, and deaths. The Government have to look, with what 
results the foregoing statistics will show, to the superintendents of 
the different religious bodies for information, so far as each for his 
own flock will supply. 


Churches, Livings, &c. 


The following return of churches and clergy for 1881 is com- 
piled from the information received from the different missions. 


Churches and other 
Buildings used for 
Public Worship. 


No. of 
Religious No. of Persons Rowatkic 
Denominations. | Clergy. Persons | generally 
for whom | attending. 
Number. there is 
accommo- 
dation. 
Church of England 2 2 900 400 |Cape Coast and 
Accra. 
Wesleyan - 13 47 — 9,600 
Basel Mission - 66 538 8,520 5,170 
Bremen - - —_ — — — No statistics. 
Quittah District 
and inland there- 
from. 
Roman Catholic - 8 — of ie — Elmina. 


'The labours of the Bremen mission are confined to the eastern 
border of the settlement, and inland from Quittah. 

The itoman Catholic mission was established in Elmina, in 
1880. 
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The difficulties experienced by it in the matter of securing a Gotp Coast. 


site for building purposes have militated no doubt against its 
progress. 


Education. 


There are two Government schools on the Gold Coast, one 
being at Cape Coast, and the other at Accra. 

At the former the average attendance has been 208 boys and 
60 girls, against 207 and 12 in 1880; while at the latter there 
has been an average attendance of 110 boys and 23 girls as 
compared with 70 and 20 in the previous year. 

The cost of the Educational Department has been as 
follows :— 


Ltd 
Cape Coast - - - 669 5 11 
Accra - - - - al ort 


The work of education has been mainly conducted by 
missionary societies; and the following particulars, so far as they 
are concerned, are extracted from the Returns rendered by the 
superintendants. 


Schools. 
No. of Scholars ‘ 
Schools. ala on Rolls. 
Cape Coast :— 
1880 - - 1 7 219 
1881 - - H 7 268 
Accra :— 
1880 - - ] 7 90 
1881 a 2 9 239 
Basel :— 
1880 - - 45 68 1,257 
1881 - - 47 79 1,285 
Wesleyan :— 
1880 - . 83 128 3,174 
1881 = - 84 106 3,057 
Catholic :— 
1880 - - — a — Not established. 
1881 - - 1 3 150 | Established May 1881 at 
Elmina. 
Bremen :— 
1880 - 4 —_ — No information. 
ERG vi . 4 — Si 53 


Hitherto, there has been an annual grant at the undermentioned 
rates given by the Government to the following missions in 
support of their labours for the promotion of education. 


£ os. d. 
Basel Mission - - - 150 0 O 
Wesleyan Mission - - 200 0 0 
Bremen Mission - os ' 75: O 0 
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‘The majority of the Basel and Wesleyan schools are scattered 
over the interior of the Protectorate, the greater number of the 
latter being in the Western Province, while the Basel mission 
schools are entirely confined to the central province of the Gold 
Coast Colony. 

The general question of education has been for some time 
under the consideration of the Government, and in May last an 
Ordinance for its promotion and assistance was passed by the 
local legislature, to which has been extended Her Majesty’s 
gracious confirmation and approval. 


Imports and Exports. 


The following table shows the value of the imports to, and ex- 
ports from, the Gold Coast, in the year 1881, as compared with 
1880 :— 


Rappers hens Exports thereto. Imports. Exports. 
CouUNTBRIES. 
In- De- In- De- 
1881. 1880. 1881. 1880. crease | crease. | crease | crease 
1881. 1881. 1881. 1881. 
United Kingdom - | 302,351 | 283,754 | 275,030 | 351,816 18,597 _ — 76,786 
British Colonies - 2,255 1,049 248 530 1,206 _ —_ 282 
Foreign Countries- | 93,517 52,445 97,980 | 129,711 41,072 — _ $1,731 
Total - - | 398,123 | 337,248 | 378,258 | 482,057 60,875 - _ 108,799 


i 


The following figures give the value of the principal exports, 
with their direction, for the two past years :— 


Quantity. Value. 
Articles. Direction. 
1880. 1881. 1880. 1881. 
2 Se ee 
. : £ £ 

Adansonia fibre - | United Kingdom - 4 pkgs. — 7 _ 
Benniseed - - a - 5 cases 1 ewt. 24 lbs. 3 3 
Beeswax - - - _ 6 cwt. _ 1 
P - - | Germany - - — 1lewt. 0 qrs.28lbs.) — 14 

Coffee - - | United Kingdom - 190 lbs. 144 lbs. 5 _ 

s - - ey. - - 10 Dkgs. —_ 32 _ 
Calabar beans -=| United Kingdom - 20,690 lbs. 4,617 Ibs. 2,363 112 
5 - at ~ . _ 560 lbs. _ 13 
Camwood - - | United Kingdom - 23 bags 12 t. 7 c. 2q. 8 lbs. 144 280 
Cocoanuts - - ae - 23,560 2,275 lbs. 182 4 

es - - | Germany - - 15,388 _ 49 — 
Colanuts - - | Lagos - - _ 53 pkgs. _ 148 
a : -| Bonny - - = 3 » ee 15 
Copra nuts - - | United Kingdom - 269,609 176,272 1,404 756 

Pr . - | Germany - - 21,101 _ 110 _ 

ae - - | Sierra Leons - 835 —_ 4 _ 

mA - - | United Kingdom - _ _— _ oom 
Cotton (Raw) - * - 3,864 Ibs. 360 lbs. 30 1 
Ginger - - = - 740 lbs. 2,161 lbs. 37 14 
Gold Dust - - aa - 9,129 ozs. 5 ac. 8 tk.|12,121 oz. 1ac.2tk.| 32,866 | 43,636 
35 - - | Assinee_ - - = 446 02S. = 1,606 
Gold Trinkets -| United Kingdom - | 32 ozs. 2 ac. 3 tk. |78 ozs. 13 ac. 1 tk. 116 284 
Ground nuts - s - 7 pkes. 548 lbs. 5 31 
Gum copal - - tose - 12,304 lbs. 54,781 ,, 828 983 
i - -| United States - 115,424 170,240 ,, 1,606 3,047 
i) - - | Germany - - ‘740 912 ,, ll 
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Quantity. Value. 
Articles. Direction. 
1880. 1881. 1880. 1881. 
£ 2 
Guinea grains - abies - - — 149 lbs. — 1 
5 - | United Kingdom - 35 pkgs. 1,161 ,, | 215 | 1,340 
Ivory and Scrivel- | 
loes . - f ae - 2,540 lbs. 5,343 ,, 539 1,119 
5) - Germany - - 12 lb 3 89 


Se. ” 
tons cwt.qr.lbs.| tons cwt. qr. Ibs. 


Palm kernels - | United Kingdom’- |9,511 16 3 16 |4,752 9 3 61 82,319 35,285 
o - | United States - 2 21 19 _- 20 — 
R - | Germany - - {1,804 14 2 9 11,497 14 O 27 | 18,067 } 11,961 
i - | France - - 7313 0 0 35 0 0 0 655 236 
hy -| Holland - “ 57 56 0 0 — 605 — 
Rs - | Assinee_ - - _ fs Se b en ene — 26 
Palm oil - - | United Kingdom- | 2,709,426 galls, 2,087,588 galls. | 202,832 | 155,618 

# - - | United States - 954,471 ,, 789,110 __—,, 83,526 | 52,482 

5 - - | Germa' - - 255,697 ,, 280,914 ,, 20,715 | 22,462 

= - - | Portugal - - 655 ,, _— 41 — 

9: - - | Assinee_ - - - 130. ,, _ 10 
Porcupine quills - | United Kingdom - 11 pkgs. 881 Ibs. 84 96 
Specie - - » = ” 169 cases 19,671 | 27,806 

rs : - | United States - = 4 , = 1,942 
Tiger or sweet nuts} United Kingdom - _ 133 Ibs. _ 2 
Tortoise shells  - ae - — 210 ,, _ 14 

Shipping. 


The total number of sailing vessels entered on the Gold Coast 
for 1881 was 78, with a tonnage of 21,921, and crews which 
amounted to 805. 

On the previous year the numbers under like heads were 
respectively 93, 23,442 and 935. 

Of the vessels entered in 1881, 21 were British and 57 foreign: 
as against 51 and 42 in 1880. 

Of the gross tonnage (21,921) 17,615 were foreign. 

Of foreign shipping there were 34 American vessels with a 
tonnage of 12,703, and crews which were represented by 369. 

In the previous year of the gross tonnage (23,442) 13,998 
were foreign, of which 9,545 were of the United States of America, 
which were represented by 25 vessels. 


The total number of steamers entered on the Gold Coast for 
1881 was 144, with a tonnage of 133,695, and crews who totalled 
5,407 ; of this number 143 with tonnage of 133,516, and crews of 
5,385 hands, were from the United Kingdom, and one steamer 
with a tonnage of 179, and a crew of 22, German. 

There cleared during the year 141 steamers with a tonnage of 
132,104, and crews represented by 5,146; of this clearance 140, 
with a tonnage of 131,925 and 5,124 in crews, were the United 
Kingdom, and one steamer, German, with a tonnage of 179, and 
a crew of 22. 

There entered in 1880 137 steamers with a tonnage of 147,628 
and 5,444 hands in crews, of this number 136 with tonnage of 
147,478 and total crew of 5,019 were from the United Kingdom. 
There cleared during the same year 139 with a tonnage of 146,688 
and 5,728 hands in crews, Of these entries 136 steamers with 
a tonnage of 147,478 and 5,019 hands were from the United 
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Gov Coast. Kingdom, the difference being German. Of these clearances the 
=“ steamers with a tonnage of 146,538 and 5,698 hands were of 138 
United Kingdom, the remaining one being German. 


Gaols and Prisoners. 


The total number of persons committed to province gaols in 
1881 was 581 men, 45 women, and 11 juveniles. Gaols in the 
settlement on the Gold Coast number two, one being that of 
St. Iago at Elmina in the western province of the Colony, and 
the second being that of James Fort, Accra, in the entral province. 
The eastern province is represented by the settlement of Lagos, 
for which a separate Blue Book and report thereon are rendered. 

There are however besides district prisons in charge of commis- 
sioners where offenders summarily convicted by them are confined. 
Short sentences do not always admit of committal to the province 
gaol. The labour of such prisoners is devoted to local public 
and sanitary work. 

The expenditure on account of the gaol department for the 
year was as follows :— 


> ee See 

Establishments - +. 1782) ..2. 43 
Services - - - 1,860 8 5 
Total - - 3,042 10 8 


CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 


The following particulars will admit of comparison between 
1881 and 1880 :— 


Offences reported. 


Preedial Offences 


Total Number ainst Pro- 
Offences at | Larceny ag’ Other 
YEAR. yen the Person. (cattle ape ae Se Offences. 
tealing). Larceny. 
1881 - - - 1,831 527 19 338 944 
1880 - - 1,272 314 29 193 736 


Apprehensions and Summonses, and Disposition of foregoing 
Cases. 


Number discharged Number of Cases Number of Persons 


Number of Persons 


for want of oe F committed f 
YEAR. prosecution or ainises oF the summarily con- trial in te : 
evidence. ai Sayan Superior Courts. 
1881 - - 24 304 1,381 122 


1880 - ° 26 161 950 185 
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Detail of Summary Convictions. 


mao on a ns Pmseo +s : 
282 | #8 e | gs |g¥s2 | Bea] ¢ 

ee) o ae) = o 
es = © 0 Sear .| 430 2 
i) a © Sis tole St Ss 
a mise § = SOROS| aw 2 

Year, | 29%] 3” = Ov aa &| 2he 5 Total. 

anae| 236 S 2s 1S, oh5| S28 - 
agar | gee s Bae |eeMes) ayer 3 
g2G5| S55 | £ | S88 eee) S28 | = 
< — a } aie fo) —) 


Punishments in connection with foregoing. 


nn nnn EEE EEE EEEEEEEREERIT Renn 


. Bound over 
. tite ya 3 Peremptory ; with or without 
YEAR. Fine. of fine or Imprison- | Whipping. Sureties. or Total. 
suret ment. other minor 
y- punishment. 
1881 - - 463 515 371 — 32 1,381 
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Indictments and Informations in the Superior Courts. 


ac . ns bs t my, ' 
Se 5 85 =I 2 gb. Sea 
pen é g BA, | -& 3 - a a5 
hee! ro o a. a a o > 2 n 
5 oy so | wap ie! we) 3) Ho re | 
zu) 213 og | £1 F 1s | & | SE] 8 
ven |S) 2 | 2 Sod en ip toa: bale 
OD a 2. a) tome) & ms a nil Sa 
o Ss = f=} = o oo ona =} = ® “ 
Soe) 4 | 8! 3 [eda] BH] B | 22) BS | Sk] 82] = 
Bee; & | £8| & |S88| Se] 2 | 38| 2 a] 25] £ 
=| | < mA |O = = rasp y= ro) Se | & 
1881 - 10 3 3 3 16 6 — 3 3 36 39 122 
1880 - 25 3 1 11 3 _ 1 — = 12 79 135 


Statement as to ending of cases Tried in the Superior Courts. 


et Ee ae a naa 


Cases fell 
Judgment for|Judgmentfor] Prisoner through for 
YEAR. |" the Crown. |the Prisoner.| found insane.}| want of Total. REMARES. 
prosecution. 
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The number of offences, apprehensions, convictions, and ac- 
quittals for the last four years are afforded in the following 
comparative table :— 


oa 1878. | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. | Remarks. 
Apprehensions’ - 827 1,224 1,272 1,831 _- 
Convictions ~ 545 930 1,046 1,451 _— 
Acquittals - - 281 294 226 380 — 


These statistics point to an increase in crime, which is to be 
attributed to the more extensive application and effective operation 
of the laws. I had hoped to have given in more detail the 
direction of crime, but the analysis on which these statistics have 
been based does not I find so admit. 


Hospitals and Asylum. 


I gather from the returns rendered by the medical department, 
which are most meagre, that during the year 1881 admissions were 
as follows :—75 patients into the Colonial Hospital, Cape Coast ; 
532 patients into the Elmina; 151 patients into the Accra ; against 
96, 407, 141 in the same order as to place in 1880. 

In addition the professional services of the staff of the depart- 
ment have been taken advantage of by a large number of out-door 
patients. 

Those admitted are chiefly members of the constabulary. The 
natives of the country have a great objection to being treated 
otherwise than as out-door patients. 

The principal diseases treated during the year were ulcers, 
fever, guinea worm, abscesses, diseases of the respiratory, digestive, 
and urinary systems, eye, and cutaneous diseases. 

There is no lunatic asylum on the Gold Coast. When sate 
custody of such patients is needed confinement in the gaols has 
to be resorted to. 

The total cost of the medical department to the Government 
was 5,4112 11s, 2d. exclusive of transport of supplies. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ALFRED Mo.oney, 
Administrator of the 
Gold Coast Colony. 


The Right Hon. 
The Earl of Kimberley, 
&e. &e. 


HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 12} 


GAMBIA. 


No. 10. 


Governor A. KE. Havexock, C.M.G., to the Right Hon. the 
EARL OF KIMBERLEY. 


Government House, Sierra Leone, 
September 20, 1882. 
(Signed) A. E. Haveock, 
The Right Hon. Governor. 
The Earl of Kimberley, 
&e. &e. 


Government House, Bathurst, 
Sir, September 7, 1882. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith three 
copies of the Blue Book of the Settlement for the year 1881, anc 
to furnish the following remarks and comparative statements as « 
report thereon. 


2, I regret that I have been unable to forward the Blue Book 
at an earlier date ; but the limited clerical staff at my disposal, 
and the difficulty of obtaining trustworthy temporary clerical 
assistance, will, I trust, be accepted as an excuse for the delay. 


REVENUE and ExPENDITURE. 


Revenues 


The receipts of the year 1881, inclusive of arrears of revenue of 


previous years, amounted to 24,1512. Deducting from this sum 
the arrears of previous years paid in 1881, viz.19/., and the 
parliamentary grant in aid for postal service, 1,2002 = 1,219/, a 
sum of 22,932/ remains as the revenue proper of 1881, received 
during the year. 


The arrears of revenue at the close of the year, and paid in 
1882 amounted to 156/. 
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_ The revenue of 1881 was made up of the following contribu- 
tions from the various sources from which the income of the 
Settlement was derived. 


Customs ~- - - 
Licenses - - - - 
Rents, exclusive of land - - 
Land revenue - - 
Fines, forfeitures, and fees of court 
Postage - - " - 
Auction duty - - - 
Incidental revenue, such as miscel- 
laneous receipts, reimbursements in 


aid,&c.  - - - 


Total - “ = 
The revenue of 1880 (exclusive of 
arrears) amounted to - 


307 


76 

11 
1,160 
22,932 
23,341 


409 


so that the revenues of the two years 1880 and 1881 differed by 
the sum of 4091. there being a decrease of that amount in the 
revenue of the latter year as compared with the preceding one. 
The following comparative table shows the difference between 
the sums yielded in 1880 and in 1881 by the several sources of 


revenue. 
cenee aeitarenue Revenue. | Revenue. | Increase | Decrease 
% 1880. 1881. in 1881. in 1881. 
Customs : £ £& £& & 
Import duties, specific : 
Wine : - ~ 1,464 1,445 — 19 
Spirits - - - 2,626 2,795 169 — 
Tobacco - - ~ 1,470 1,522 52 — 
Sugar ~ - - 767 468 — 299 
Cola nuts - - - 1,721 1,813 92 — 
Guns - - = - 1,638 703 —_ 935 
Gunpowder - - - 208 150 — 58 
Palm wine - - - 502 382 — 120 
Bricks - - - 38 48 10 — 
Ad-valorem duties - - 2,083 1,442 — 641 
Export duties : 
Ground nuts - - 4,608 5,608 3,000 1 — 
Hides - - - 157 127 — 30 
Tonnage, Quarantine, and 
Pilotage dues - - 2,746 2,583 — 163 
Warehouse rent - - 178 170 — i 8 
Total Customs - 20,206 19,256 1,323 2,273 
Licenses - - - - 1,071 115% 80 — 
Rent and land revenue - - 955 971 16 a 
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Revenue ; Revenue | In se Decrease 
Source of Revenue. 1880 ikl e 


1881. in 1881. in 188]. 
| 
£ £ £ & 
Fines, forfeitures, and fees of 
court - - - - 311 307 — 4 
Postage - - - - 67 76 9 _ 
Auction duty - . - 29 BI ~ 18 
Incidental revenue, such as mis- 
cellaneous receipts, reimburse- 
ments in aid, &c. - 702 1,160 458 — 
Total Revenue - - 23,341 22,982 1,886 2,295 
1,886 
Decrease in 1881 -|- ~ | - -|- - 409 


It will thus be seen that certain items of revenue show a 
combined increase in 1881 of 1,886/., while others exhibit a 
falling off to the amount of 2,2951., resulting in a balance of 
decrease of 4097, which may be regarded as but a trifling 
difference between the revenues of the two years under com- 
parison. 

The principal items of increase accrued from the duties on 
spirits (169/.), ground nuts (1,000/.), and from incidental revenue 
(4581.). 

The diiference between the sums yielded by the impost on 
ground nuts in 1880 and 1881 arose {rom the meagreness of the 
ground nut crop of 1880, which crop was considerably below the 
average. ‘The crop here spoken of as that of 1880 was, in reality, 
the ingathering of 1879, but as the greater portion was exported 
in 18801 have, for revenual comparison, regarded it as the 
produce of the latter year. 

The increase in incidental revenue was contributed by the 
interest of surplus funds invested. 

The principal item of decrease occurred in the case of the 
revenue received from the duties on sugar (299/.), guns (9352), 
palm wine (120/.), and from ad valorem duty (6412.); and 
tonnage, quarantine, and pilotage dues (163/.). 

‘The apparent falling off in sugar appears to have chiefl y arisen 
from the circumstance that a considerable quantity of that article 
remained in stock from the preceding year, combined with the 
fact that the import of sugar in 1880 was much over the averace. 

The revenue derived from the duty on guns exhibits a very 
marked decrease ; but this, I think, is more to be ascribed io the 
large import of guns in 1880 than to any falling off in the trade 
in those articles. Palm wine shows a decrease of 1202, which 
falling off was chiefly caused by the return to their own country 
of many of the Jolahs who resided in British Combo, and to whom 
the palm wine industry was almost entirely confined. 

The revenue from ad valorem duty fell off by 641/., a decrease 
which I believe was chiefly due to a considerable quantity of the 
large imports of 1880 remaining in stock at the end of that year, 
thereby reducing the imports of 1881, 
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Tonnage, quarantine, and pilotage dues show a decrease of 
1631., and this, I think, is to be attributed to the circumstance 
that the mail steamers (which vessels pay no dues) are gradually 
supplanting sailing vessels in the carrying trade of the Settlement 


as regards imports. 


Expenditure. 
The payments made in 1881, exclusive of £ sd. 
payment of arrears of 1880 amounted to - 20,695 0 0 
In this sum is included - - - 2,548 0 O 
expense of Upper Gambia expedition, which, 
forming an unusual expenditure, should, in a 
comparative statement, be eliminated, and there- 
fore deducting it we get - - - 18,147 0 O 
Add to this arrears due at close of year - 1,693 0 0 
and we get - - - - - 19,840 0 O 
as the expenditure proper appertaining to 1881. 
The expenditure of 1880, (exclusive of expenses 
connected with the Upper Gambia expedition 
and of payment of mail subsidy) amounted to - 18,361 0 0 
1479 0 0 


and therefore the expenditure of 1881 exceeded that of the 
preceding year by 1,479/.; which excess was caused by an addition 
of 1002. to the salary of the collector and treasurer, by increased 
expenditure under the head of rent, and on public works and 
buildings, and by the payment by the Settlement of the mail 
subsidy which, in previous years, had been provided by the 
Imperial Government as a grant in aid; and which I have 
therefore included as an item of real expenditure appertaining to 


the year 1881. 
The financial position of the Settlement at the close of 1881 


was as follows :— 


Assets. 

£ SO 
Balance in Colonial chest - ~ - 5,149 14 1 
Balance in Crown Agent’s hands ~ - 1,004 13 4 
Surplus funds invested - - - 14,400 0 0O 
Advances due to the Settlement - - 255 6 1 
Arrears of revenue due in the Settlement - 156 14 8 
Remittance in transit to Crown Agents - 2,075 6 38 

Amount due from Government of South 
Australia - ~ - - 113 11 8 
Amount due from Government of Victoria - 45 0 10 

Amount due from Dr. Browning on account 

of over-payment of salary advanced to him for 
his services Upper Gambia expedition - ms 40 0 O 
Total - - - 23,240 6 11 
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Liabilities. 
1 Ae & 
Due for postal service - . - 1,200 0 0 
y> on account of deposits - - =! woh fol 1110 
,, to Sierra Leone Government - =, 2,087 17. 5 
5, in the Settlement on account of salaries, 
&e. - ~ ~ - 79 15 O 
» by Crown agents on account of salaries, 
pensions, &c. - ~ - 413 16 8 
5,453 0 1 
Excess of assets over liabilities - - 17,787 6 10 


Local Revenues. 


The only local revenue is one arising from a “local rate’’ of 
three per cent. on all houses of an annual value exceeding 51. 

This revenue is raised for the purpose of effecting local im- 
provements, sueh as the repair of roads and streets, and the 
construction and repair of drains and bridges in the town of 
Bathurst. 

The amount collected during 1881 was 262/., and that expended 
354/., a portion of which latter sum was drawn from the balance 
of 3351. which remained over at the end of 1880. At the close of 
1881 there was a balance in favour of “local rates” of 244. 


Public Debt. 


There is no public debt. The Settlement is now self supporting, 
and receives no aid from the Imperial Government. 


Imports. 
£ 8. d. 
The value of the imports of 1881, exclusive of 
specie, amounted to - ~ - - 142589 0 0O 
That of the imports of 1880, also exclusive of 
specie, was - . 3 - - 169,691 0 0 
and therefore a falling off to the amount of - 27,102 0 0 
occurred in the imports of 1881 as compared 
with those of the previous year. 
£ oh, 
The amount of specie imported in 1881 was- 18,039 0 0 
and in the previous year - - - 21,404 0 O 
Showing a decrease in 1881 of - - 3,365 0 0O 


The falling off in the imports of 1881 as compared with the 
few previous years arose from several causes, but chiefly from the 
circumstance, as stated by the merchants, that at the price they 
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bought ground nuts at the Gambia during 1879 and 1880 they 
could not sell them in Europe at a fair or remunerative profit ; 
and as the native would not lower his terms or yield in any way 
trade was somewhat contracted, and consequently there occurred 
a diminution in the imports. 

The following table shows the value, and in several cases the 
quantity, of all the imports, the value of which amounted to 
5001. or over, for the years 1880 and 1881 respectively, and 
also the average for the quinquennial period 1876-80. 


SO SS SS 


Average 
for period 
—— 1876-80. 1880. 1881. 
Five Years. 
rt 
Gallons 7,754 11,021 8,134 
Ale and porter - ‘ Value £1,312 1,766 1,497 
Amber and coral - 2 a £674 1,164 1,257 
Anchors and chains - - a £299 678 86 
Beads = = i = ” 
Bread and biscuits - - 5 £1,149 1,877 937 
Bricks and tiles - fz = £405 531 "63 
Boats No. 12 24 11 
rt i ° “| Value £405 843 113 
Cotton goods - - - » £30,569 37,797 28,039 
Candles - - - pa £779 986 801 
Canvas - - » £367 550 368 
Cordage - - - ; £684 559 455 
Cutlasses and swords - . + £686 1,179 527 
Quantity | Ibs.582,330 578,365 609,047 
Cola nuts ; : “| Value £22,144 27,390 29,122 
Barrels 578 592 507 
Flour - i " “ Value £876 891 807 
Furniture - - - £336 589 276 
No. 6,078 6,486 4,404 
Guns and pistols : 1 Value £3,788 3,772 2,273 
‘ Barrels 895 606 721 
Gunpowder = = { Value £1,812 969 1,582 
Hardware - - - ” £2,556 2,754 1,356 
Haberdashery - - - 9 gir oo Be: ge 
Iron bars - - = » 2 
Leather, manufactured - - ‘< £438 557 330 
Lumber andplanks = - - = £1,724 1,698 1,171 
Oil, edible - - - ” poh ss 1,220 
Oil, lamp : - . ¥s 8 286 
Paint oil, paint, and turpentine “s £625 883 425 
Provisions - = » £1,895 2,808 2,326 
, Tons 1,576 2,207 1,115 
Rice - 2 i Value £15,836 24,960 12,817 
> = be _ £1,088 1,208 1,037 
eat Tons 1,331 1,444 1,604 
Salt - “ -| Value £748 734 1,205 
irits— 
—_ 5 Quantity|Galls. 3,799 10,449 1,241 
Absinthe : Value £767 1,715 329 
Quantity} Galls. 838 762 547 
Brandy * ; “. Value £376 847 430 
: Quantity |Galls. 4,618 3,638 3,664 
Gm - ; E “1 Value £827 547 615 
Quantity |Galls.44,113 38,759 50,535 
Rum ‘ 5 “1 Value £5,284 10,131 4,800 
: Quantity} Galls. 56 117 131 
Whisky = - ‘ “1 Value £14 31 27 
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GAMBIA. 
Average — 
for period 
—- TE og 1880. 1881. 
Five Years. | 
Spirits— 

, : - Quantity| Galls. 986 1,598 624 
Tigueur -1 Value £358 523 212 
Stationery - - .. £503 702 511 
ear _ J Quantity | Ibs. 117,127 182,117 109,036 
she: S ‘i Value £1,808 2,881 1,634 

_J Quantity} Ibs. 346,554 322,297 474,117 
Tobacco - Value £11,233 9,578 7,115 
Unenumerated goods - 9 £624 514 947 
Wearing apparel - 55 1,794 1,812 943 
Wine * _ f Quantity] Galls.22,269 — — 
Value £2,767 3,790 3,157 
Woollen Goods - - - £253 387 596 
Exports. 
The value of the total exports from the settlement £ 
in 1881, exclusive of specie, amounted to - - 138,981 
That of the exports in 1880 (also exclusive of 
specie) was - - - - - 134,651 
And thus there was an increase in 1881 of - 4,280 


——— 


The subjoined table exhibits a comparative statement for the 
years 1880 and 1881 of the value of the exports proper of the 
Gambia for those years :— 


Cotton - - 
Ground nuts - 
Hides - - 
Ivory - 


Pagns (country cloths) 
Palm kernels - 
Wax - - 


Increase in 1881 


1880. 1881. 
£ £ 
53 55 
110,594 118,712 
3,760 3,055 
62 41 
467 79 
2,134 873 
4,431 2,439 
121,501 125,254 
— 121,501 
- 3,753 


This increase of 3,753/. was entirely yielded by ground nuts, 
the export of which in 1881 exceeded in value that of 1880 by 


8,1187. 


In all the other articles of export there was a falling off. 


The following is a comparative statement of the values and 
quantities of the principal export proper of the Gambia during 
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the years 1880 and 1881, and of theaverage for the quinquennial 
period 1876-1880 :— 


Average for 
Articles. ae 1880. 1881. 
5 years. 

Cotton = - Value £104 58 55 
Tons 17,827 13,824 16,959 
Ground nuts - -{ Value | £133,272 110,594 15,273 
Hiden '" No. 20,280 18,798 15,273 
: “| Value £4,056 3,760 3,055 
. Ivory - - - 9 £106 69 41 
Pagns (country cloths) A £495 467 79 
Palm kernels - rr £963 2,134 873 

War « Tons 46 — — 
i S Value £5,469 4,431 2,439 


From the above table it will be seen that in 1881 the export 
of hides, pagns, palm kernels, and wax fell off considerably 
as compared with the exports of these articles in 1880, and 
with the average for the five years 1876-80, the most notable de- 
crease occurring in the case of wax, the export of which declines 
from year to year. 

The decrease in the export of the foregoing enumerated articles 
is chiefly due to the fact that as times goes on the natives devote 
themselves more and more to the cultivation of the staple produc- 
tion of the Gambia, viz., ground nuts. 


Shipping. 
Tons, 
4 r With In 
Entered during the Year. Number. Cargo. Ballast. With In 
Cargo. Ballast. 
Sailing vessels - - - 159 116 43 15,200 4,866 
Steam vessels - - - 55 48 7 45,128 1,944 
Total entered - - 214 164 50 60,328 6,810 
Tons. 
; With In 
Cleared during the Year. Number. Cargo. Ballast. wie ' 
Cargo. Ballast. 
Sailing vessels - - - 180 123 47 20,113 794 
Steam vessels - - - 51 49 2 46,726 50 


Total cleared - - 231 172 49 66,839 844, 
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Militia, 
There is a small militia force in the Settlement consisting of 


the Combo militia and McCarthy’s Island militia. Neither of 
these corps were called out for training during the year. 


Public Works. 


The usual repairs of public buildings were carried out, and a 
new hospital bungalow, costing 170/., was built. 

The principal repairs were carried out at the following build- 
ings:—Government House, 123/.; Police barracks, 94/.; Military 
hospital, 97/7.; Bathurst gaol, 81/.; the Colonial hospital, 1552; 
and at McCarthy's Island a new roof, 841, was put on the manager’s 
quarters. 


Legislation. 


Five Ordinances were passed during the year, but one of them, 
viz., No. 3 (Customs Ordinance) did not receive Her Majesty’s 
confirmation and allowance. 

No. 1 made further provision for promoting the Public Health 
of Bathurst. 

No, 2 was a Census Ordinance 

No. 3 was a Customs Management and Regulation Ordinance, 
and assimilated in a great measure the Customs laws of the 
Gambia to those of Sierra Leone. 

Owing to alterations and amendments which were suggested 
in England after this Ordinance had been passed, it was not 
presented for Her Majesty’s confirmation, but was returned to 
the Gambia for the further consideration of the Legislative 
Council. 

No. 4 was the Supplementary Supply Ordinance for the year 
1880. 

No. 5 was the Appropriation or Supply Ordinance for the year 
1882. 


Savings Banks, Friendly Societies, &c. 


No savings bank exists in the Settlement, although such an 
institution would be a benefit to the community. Should this 
Government ever have a larger staff of officials than it has had 
for some years past, the establishment of a Government savings 
bank will be brought within the range of feasibility ; although, 
even then, so far as I can see at present, difficulties will lie in 
the way of allowing interest on the sums invested. To make 
this latter statement clear it is needful for me to explain that the 
remittance of specie to England costs, between freight and in- 
surance, about one and a half per cent., and that the expedient of 
remitting cash by means of bills of exchange is limited in its 
operation, by reason of the limited number of bills obtainable. 

R 4233. 
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Friendly Societies. 


Several of these exist in Bathurst. They partake more of the 
nature of purely burial societies than of those associations which 
have for their object the helping of members in times of sickness 
or other adversity, in addition to the defraying of burial expenses 
in case of death. 


Ecclesiastical. 


Christianity is represented in this Settlement by the existence 
of three of its Churches, viz., the Episcopalian, Wesleyan Metho- 
dist, and Roman Catholic. 

The first is almost entirely maintained at the public expense; 
the others are supported by missionary societies, and receive no 
state aid, except that given in support of their schools. 

A large number of the inhabitants of the Settlement profess 
the Mohammedan faith, and the religion of Islamism is steadily 
making its way throughout the adjacent countries, many of which 
are now almost entirely Mohammedan in belief. 

The following table, compiled from the census taken on the 
4th April 1881, shows the number of the inhabitants professing 
respectively Christianity and Islamism, and the number of those 
whose vague and shadowy belief in the existence of a Supreme 
Being has never been formulated into a faith or creed, and who 
are denominated pagans or heathens. 


Religion. Number. 

Episcopalian - - - - - - 819 
Presbyterian - - - - - - 10 
Wesleyan - = - - - - - 2,012 
Roman Catholic - - - - - - 779 
Other Christian denominations - - = = 5 
Mohammedan - - ° - - - 5,300 
Pagan - - * - = - - 5,025 

Total - - ° ° “ 14,150 


Education. 


During 1881 there were nine schools in the Settlement, viz., 
one belonging to the Established Church, six to the Wesleyan 
Mission, and two to the Roman Catholic Mission. These schools 
were distributed as follows:—One Protestant, two Wesleyan, 
and two Roman Catholic at Bathurst; two Wesleyan in British 
Combo, one Wesleyan at Barra, and one at McCarthy’s Island. 

The total number of school children in 1881 was 809, and in 
the previous year 738, so that in 1881 there was an increase of 
71 in the number of children attending school. 
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The following table exhibits the number of children attending 
the different schools during the years 1880 and 1881 respectively, 
and the average number for the quinquennial period 1876-80. 


Average number of 
Scholars for period 1880. 1881. 
1876-80. 
E ES g 
s (>) . (>) : 
mM Ke 72) B 72) B 
3 MA 3 = 6 8 3 Fl wo} 8 3 ol 
2:1 Sav eo te ee ee ea Brad Bd 
Z2Alaine | Rl ala ly aetiae | Al] a] ef ea 
Established 
Ch., Bathurst - 1 55 49} 104 1 49 28 Hh 1 62 80 | 142 
Wesleyan, Bath- 
urst - - 2{ 141] 105] 246 1 158 | 124] 282 2) 145 97 242 
Wesleyan, Britis 
Combo - - 2 27 23 50 3 27 27 54 2 42, 40 82 
Wesleyan, Barra Ly ay 14 81 1 28 10 32 1 19 11 80 
3 McCar- i 
thy’s Island - 1 30 20 50 1 42 21 63 1 42, 21 63 
Roman Catholic, 
Bathurst - 2} 126; 182) 258 2{/ 100} 180} 2380 2{ 120] 180] 250 
Total . 9| 896] 843) 739 9| 898] 840] 430 9| 377 | 879] soo 


There are no industrial schools in the Settlement, but instruc- 
tion in cutting out, and needlework is given in the Roman 
Catholic Mission female school. 

A grant of 100/. a year in aid of education was, as usual, given 
by the Government to each of the three Christian churches in the 
Settlement, and in addition a sum of 571 12s. was voted for 
salaries of the schoolmasters of the Church of England and 
Wesleyan schools at Cape St. Mary. Of this latter sum, however, 
only 28/. 16s. were expended, as the Church of England school 
was in abeyance during the year owing to the want of a school- 
master. 

Agriculture. 

The cultivation of the ground nut is the staple husbandry work 
of the Settlement and of the surrounding territories. Corn, that 
is, a specie of millet locally called kous, and rice are to some 
extent grown, but in the Settlement and territories adjoining the 
river, the food supply cultivated is not nearly sufficient for the 
wants of the people, and consequently large quantities of rice 
are annually imported. This is not a quite satisfactory state of 
things, as, should the import of rice be at any time suspended 
for a few months, a famine would arise in the land. 

The ingathering of 1881 as regards ground nuts was larger 
than usual, and the nut itself was of better quality than it had 
been for the two previous years. 

Manufactures, Mines, Fisheries, §c. 

The hand weaving of cotton into native cloth called bandy 

cloth is the only manufacturing industry in the country. These 
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bandy cloths, which are strips about four inches wide and a couple 
of yards long, are sewn together to form an oblong piece which is 
known as a pagn. These pagns are very durable, and are much used 
for night clothing, the finer and better description being appro- 
priated by the women for ordinary apparel. 

Bandy cloths form a medium of barter and exchange, and 
large quantities annually pass into the hands of the merchants 
and traders, and back again into the possession of the native. 


Mines. 


None exist in the Settlement, nor in the Gambia district. 


Fisheries. 


The Bathurst market is fairly supplied with fish, which is 
caught in the river close to and within a few miles of the town. 
There is no deep sea fishing whatever. 


Gaols and Prisoners. 


The gaol at Bathurst is the common gaol of the Settlement. 
There is a small prison at Cape St. Mary (British Combo) and 
one at McCarthy’s island. At these latter there is no proper 
prison staff, the prisoners being under the surveillance of police 
constables. 

The “ mixed system ” is that which obtains in the prisons of 
the Settlement. 

The prison discipline is entirely, or almost entirely, deterrent. 

The following is a comparative statement showing the number 
committed to penal imprisonment, the daily average number of 
prisoners, the number of deaths, and the per centage of deaths of 
the daily average number in prison for the years 1880 and 1881 
respectively, and the average for the period 1876-1880. 


Average for 
—e the period 1880. 1881. 
1876-80. 

Committed to penal imprisonment - 123 110 105 
Daily average number of prisoners - 36 45 47 
Number of deaths - “ - 54 4 6 

Percentage of deaths of daily average 
number of prisoners - - - 15 8°9 12°8 


Criminal Statistics. 


The number of convictions, summary and in the superior 
courts, during the year 1881 was 197. The number for the 
previous year was 255, and therefore there was a decrease of 58 
in the number of convictions in 1881 as compared with 1880, 


HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 133 


The subjoined table shows the average number of convictions 
for the quinquennial period 1876-80, and the number of con- 
victions during the years 1880 and 1881] respectively. 


Average for 
—_— the period 1880. 1881. 
1876-80. 
Number of convictions: — 
Summary - - - - 226 229 182 
In superior courts - - - 25 26 15 
Total - - - 251 255 197 
Population. 


The result of the census taken on the 4th April 1881 shows 
that the population of the Settlement as a whole has been, as 
regards numbers, almost stationary since the census of 1871, the 
total population in the latter named year amounting to 14,190, 
and in 1881 to 14,150, there being therefore a decrease of 40 
in the population during the last ten years. 

This circumstance is anything but encouraging to those who 
look upon a rapidly increasing population as one of the most 
potent agents in the civilization and moral and social advance- 
ment of the native, and I fear the story told by the census of 
1881 as regards the Settlement would, in its broad outlines, be 
applicable to the greater portion of the surrounding territories. 

The following table shows the movement of the population in 
the ten years ending 4th Apri! 1881. 


1871. 1881. Increase. Decrease. 
— d H 3 .|2 
KA a m 3S ni Ki ci a Kd 8 = 
a(/E(elalsisia\s)/e)a|e12 
=| ios a ==) Fu a =| io a =| fa = 
Bathurst - - | 2,139 | 2,452 | 4,591 | 2,790 | 3,348 | 6,138 651 896 1,547 | — - -_ 
British Combo - | 2,319 | 2,100 } 2,100 | 1,632 | 1,425 | 3,057 _ - — 687 675 | 1,362 
Ceded Mile 
(Barra - | 2,201 | 1,716 | 3,917 | 2,289 | 1,758 | 4,047 88 42} 130) — _ - 
McCarthy’s Is- 
land - -| 647] 616 11,263 | 504] 404) 908} — _ _ 143 | 212) 355 
¢Total 7,306 | 6,884 }14,190 | 7,215 | 6,935 {14,150} 7389 | 988 |1,677 | 880} 887 |1,717 
— _ _ — — — — _ _ —~ — }1,677 


— 


Increase (Bathurst and Ceded Mile) - - 
Decrease (British Combo and McCarthy’s Island) = - i 


Decrease in total population of the Settlement - - - 40 
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Concluding Remarks. 


The trade of 1881 was of a fair average description, although 
towards the latter end of the year there was some falling off in 
consequence of a disagreement between the merchants and natives 
with respect to the capacity of the measure to be taken as the 
“trade bushei” for measuring ground nuts, which want of agree- 
ment amounted in reality to a dispute as to the price to be paid 
by the merchants for the nuts. 

The war in Baddiboo, which had for some years divided the 
country into two hostile camps, began to languish in 1881, so far 
as active operations were concerned; and, although no actual 
rapprochement took place between the rival chiefs themselves, a 
spirit of discontent with the unsettled and uncertain state of 
things began to manifest itself amongst their adherents, a circum- 
stance which this Government did not fail to impress upon the 
chiefs as an additional argument in favour of peace to those 
which had been already so often and so earnestly employed in the 
same direction. 


I may here anticipate somewhat by stating that in the present 
year (1882) the civil war in Baddiboo came to an end, and the 
country has been relieved from the incubus which encumbered 
and burdened it for the last five years. 


The epidemic of small pox which broke out at Bathurst towards 
the close of 1880 continued in activity during the early part of 
1881, but it gradually decreased as the year advanced, and in 
August the town was happily freed from its presence. 


In July an epidemic of yellow fever of a virulent type again 
visited the neighbouring French Settlements, and wrought much 
havoc amongst the Europeans resident therein. The disease 
reappeared at first at the town of St. Louis in Senegal, from 
whence it spread to Goree and Dakar. The epidemic raged 
unabated for several months, and did not entirely disappear until 
the early part of January 1882. At the same time that yellow 
fever was committing its deplorable ravages amongst the European 
residents, an epidemic of small pox, and one of what the French 
doctors called cholorine, attacked the native population, and 
destroyed many lives. 


During the existence of these epidemics in the adjacent 
French Settlements strict quarantine precautions were observed at 
Bathurst, and the Settlement was providentially preserved from 
invasion by these diseases. 


The number of deaths registered in Bathurst during the year 
1881 was 460, which is in the proportion of 7°5 per cent. of the 
population, or 75 per 1,000 per annum. Of these 460 deaths, 
199 were of children under five years of age, which is at the rate 
of 32 per 1,000 of the total population of the town. 


An expedition (the Upper Gambia expedition) set out from 
Bathurst on the 22nd January 1881, and proceeding to the Upper 
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river (Gambia), and from thence to Timbo, the capital of the 
Futa Jallon country, returned to Bathurst vid Sierra Leone, in 
the early part of May. Treaties of friendship and commerce were 
made with several chiefs and with the king of Futa Jallon, but 
the difficulties of transport, the habits of the natives, and the 
paucity of population in the countries through which the ex- 
pedition travelled, render it improbable that any great increase 
of trade with those countries will take place for at least several 
generations to come. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) -V. Sxrpton GouupsBury, 
His Excellency Administrator. 
The Governor-in-Chief, 

&e. &c. 
Sierra Leone. 

LAGOS. 

No. 11. 


Administrator Motonry, C.M.G., to the Right Hon. the Earu 
OF KIMBERLEY. 


Christiansborg Castle, 
My Lorp, Accra, September 28, 1882. 
I wAve the honour to transmit the Blue Book of the 
settlement of Lagos of the Gold Coast Colony for 1881, together 
with the report thereon by Mr. Simpson, the Acting Administrator. 


I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) ALFRED Mo.oney, 
The Earl of Kimberley, Administrator of the Gold Goast 
&e. &e. Colony. 


Government House, Lagos, 
Sir, September 14, 1882. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith three copies of 
the Blue Book for 1881, together with my report thereon. 


Taxes, Duties, and Fees, 
2. In these there has been no change. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


3. The receipts for 1881 were 42,421/. 12s, 8d., and the expen- 
diture 45,4617. 13s. 10d., showing an increase of expenditure over 
receipts of 3,040/. 1s. 2d. 
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4, The revenue for 1881, is jess than the revenue of 1880 
the expenditure has decreased by 


by 5,5657. 8s. 5d, and 


10,0147. Os. 4d. 


5. The decrease in the revenue is due in great measure to the 
inter-tribal warfare, and which is still going on. 


6. The actual revenue for the past five years has been 


1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 


7. The following is a comparative 


the past two years, namely :— 


Heads oF 1880. | 1881. 
Receipts. 
£ 3. d. £ s. 
Customs - -]| 40,902 17 8 | 35,946 18 
Sale of Govern- 
ment property 116 011 83 15 
Land sales - 12 15 O 13 10 
Land revenue - 10 10 O 12 0 
Postage - - 294 0 8 312 7 
Rent, exclusive 
of lands - 214 11 38 208 11 
Licenses - “ 1,814 0 0 1,707 10 
Fees of office - 439 11 9 418 38 
Fines, _forfei- 
tures, and fees 
of court - 860 6 8 790 14 
Miscellaneous 
receipts - 2,505 6 4] 2,157 3 
Reimbursement, 
&e. 8 = - 770 6 8 763 7 
Government 
vessels - - 438 4 7 — 
Special receipts 310 0 12 10 
Surcharges re- 
covered. - —_— — 
Total - | 47,987 1 1] 42,421 12 


of 
59,390 
49,359 
54,940 
47,987 
42,429 


statement of the revenue for 


_ 
aot oooRr 


Increase. Decrease. 

£ Saud. £ Sd. 
nos | 4,955 19 2 
—_ 39 15a 7 
015 O — 
110 O — 
18-7 =o — 
_— 519 11 
— 106 10 O 
— 26 8 8 
— 69 12 1 
— 348 2 7 
— 618 5 
— 48 4 7% 
9 0 0 — 


2912 2] 5,595 0 7 


8. The above differences may be thus briefly explained— 

“Customs.” Decrease is due to the unsettled state of the interior, 
the Ibadans and Ijesas being still at war, the surrounding tribes 
being more or less concerned therein; the other items of decrease 
being governed hy the same causes. 
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9. Below is a table shewing the expenditure of the last two 
years, 


Tixper tes 1880. 1881. Increase. Decrease. 
£a0 sid. fx ead, £ 5s. d, £ s. d 
Salaries fixed - | 22,614 11 0] 20,861 2 5 _ 1,753 8 7 
Do. pro.and 
tem. - - 4,407 0 2 4,002 5 10 -— 404 14 4 
Allowances - LOTS lie 1,251 14 0O os 22) 3 47 
Contingencies - 61 0 3 25 7-2 ~ 35 13 1 
Services exclu- 
sive of Estab- 
lishment. 
Administrator - 62 19 11 312 4 6 249 4 7 — 
Customs and 
treasury) = - Sle 25 1717 0 — 68 5 9 
Printing - - -- 121 19 2 121 19 2 — 
Public works -| 4,221 14 0 4,653 1 2 431 7 2 — 
Harbour master 307 10 10 882 9 1 7418 8 — 
Government 
vessels - - 1,891 12 7 1,190 10 11 — 201.0i1> 8 
Post Office - 878 11 0 807 18 6 —— 70 12 6 
Medical - - 1,341 19 8 1,209: 1 11 — 182 17 9 
Constabulary - 1,789 18 11 1,160 6 2 — 629 12 9 
Gaol - 1,437 0 6 1,155 2 11 — OAS NN Pf 
Judicial - - 298.2 7 48 8 6 — 179 15 1 
Pensions - - 1,818 6 8 1,362 10 0 44 8 4 — 
Charitable allow- 
ances - - 10 0 0 380 5 6 20 5 6 — 
Ecclesiastical - 172 +6 2 186 5 8 18 19 1 _ 
Education - 643 10 8 638 13 7 — 417 1 
Rent - - 8118 9 55 16 8 28 Le 11 — 
‘Transport - 1,841 18 5 1,222 3 3 — 619 15 2 
Interest - - 82 14 10 159 8 5 7613 7 — 
Miscellaneous - 7,258 16 2 2,487 0 3 vee Sak Lo Ut 
Aborigines - 1,481 0 10 1,310 6 10 —_— 170 14 O 
Drawbacks - 3,042 18 11 1,314 14 10 —_— 1,728 4 1 
Total -| 55,475 14 2| 45,461 1310] 1,056 8 7 {| 11,070 8 11 


10. The increases and decreases are accounted for as follows, 
namely :-— 


The decrease under Establishment is due to the salaries of seve- 
ral officers being paid by the Crown Agents and inadvertently 
charged to the Gold Coast, instead of Lagos, and adjusted this 

ear. 
‘ The increase under the head of “ Administrators Department ” 
is due to the importation of new articles of furniture for Govern- 
ment house. 

The stock of type and printing materials in the “ printing de- 
partment ” was inadequate to the requirements in 1881; hence the 
importation of new type, &c., which has caused the increase. 

The construction of new bridges over Isale Gangan and 
Idumagbo creeks, a dwarf wall around the Colonial Hospital, 
and of the fish and meat markets are the causes of increase under 


“ Public Works.” 
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The increase under “ Harbour Master's Department” is due to 
the importation of two large buoys with anchors and chain cables 
for marking the channel across the bar. 

“Government Vessels.” Here the consumption of fuel being 
less than in the previous year, causes a decrease. 

Under head of “ Post Office,” the cost of conveyance of mails to 
and from the roadstead was reduced by 70/., hence decrease. 

The decrease in the number of patients treated in the Colonial 
Hospital in 1881, as compared with 1880, would account for this 
difference. 

The quantity of ammunition and small arms imported in 1880 
rendered unnecessary the importation of more in 1881, hence the 
decrease under “ Constabulary Department.” 

The decrease under the head of “ Gaols,” is due in part to the 
smaller number of prisoners in 1881. 

The importance of the suits before the Courts in 1880, in the 
matter of slave dealing up the Niger, &c., caused the vote for 
expenses of witnesses to swell to greater dimensions than usual 
in 1880. 

The increase under “ Pensions, &c.” was due to Mr. King Ex- 
amining Officer Customs Department having been granted a 
gratuity of 50/. by the Secretary of State on his retirement. 

That under this head “ Charitable Allowances ” was caused by 
the greater demands for relief amongst the poor. 

“ Ecclesiastical.” Arrears of the bishop’s salary due in 1880, 
but paid in 1881, accounts for this increase. 

The rent for Gbologun House for the half year ended 31st De- 
cember, 1880, was paid in the year under review, which accounts 
for this increase. 

“Transport.” The movements of officers were less than usual 
this year, thus causing a decrease under this head. 

The decrease under “ Miscellaneous Services’ is due to the 
following payments made in 1880, namely :— 


£ 
Purchase of house and furniture from 
Dr. Simpson - - - 3,34 
Loss on dollars and expense of import- 
ing new coins - - - 2,543 


The only payments of similar characters, in 1881, were the pur- 
chase of Messrs. Banner Brothers property at Leckie for 1,0002 
and cost of census 3001. 

“ Aborigines.” There were fewer presents given to native 
chiefs, therefore a decrease under this head in 1881. ‘The vote 
for “ Drawbacks” fluctuates, and is governed by the state of trade ; 
the shipments of duty paid goods in 1881 not reaching those of 
1880. 

Public Debt. 


11. There is no public debt beyond amounts due intestate 
estates, &c., temporarily deposited in the chest, amounting to 
7157. 13s. 11d. The Settlement has a sum of 20,0002, invested 
in England, in the Three per cent, consols, 
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Military Expenditure. 


12. The defence of the Colony is undertaken by the Gold 
Coast Constabulary, which consists of— 


Houssas. 


Three assistant inspectors, 1 superintendent and paymaster, 1 
native officer, 2 serjeant majors, 9 serjeants, 10 corporals, 143 
privates. 

Drummers. 


One drum-major, 2 corporals, 10 privates. 


Gunner s. 

One serjeant major, 1 serjeant, 2 corporals, 16 privates, Total 
202. 

Civil Police. 

One sub-intendent, 1 serjeant major, 3 serjeants, 6 corporals, 
124 privates. Total 135. 

13. The force is armed with breach-loading Sniders, and the 
gunners have Colt’s revolvers. 

14, There are also three 7-pounder M.L.R. guns, rocket 
troughs, and a Gatling gun together with two more 7-pounder 
M.L.R. guns on board Her Majesty’s Colonial steamer “ Ger- 
trude.” 

15. The upkeep of the defensive land force in 1881 amounted 
to 9,1872. 12s. 8d., which includes 164/. 5s. Od., for six detectives. 


Public Works. 


16. The total expenditure under the head of Public Works was 
4,6531. 1s. 2d., of which 2021. 4s. 8d. was for sanitation, 258/. 9s. 
for lighting streets, and 16/. 7s. 9d. for illuminating town clock, 
Besides the ordinary repairs to public buildings, roads, &c., the 
following works commenced in 1880 were continued, namely :— 


a a. 
Dwarf wall around Colonial Hospital 477 3 4 
Embankment of the Marina - = 583° 30.5 
Completion of slaughter house and 
meat market - - — 266. 6.°0 
Police Station - - 2". 98.15 4 
Materials for 5 Cowrie bridge - 132 9 6 
Fish market - - a1 Tee. S 
Isale Gangan bridge = - -° 166° 2° 5 


The foregoing figures are exclusive of the salaries, allowances, 
and contingencies of the Department. 


Legislation. 
17. The Ordinances passed by the Gold Coast Colony affecting 
Lagos were :— 4 
No. 1.—*An Ordinance to amend the Lagos Pilotage and 
«© Harbour Ordinance, 1878, and to make provision for payment. 


«« for treatment afforded to hospital patients at Lagos in certain 


cases.” 
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No. 2.—“ An Ordinance to amend an Ordinance intituled the 
“ Quarantine Ordinance 1880.” 

No. 3.—“ An Ordinance to confer upon the Governor of the 
“ Gold Coast Colony the necessary powers for the detention and 
“ deportation of certain political prisoners.” 


Civil Establishments. 


18. The changes during the year were as follows :— 

Lieutenant Governor Griffith arrived on the 17th May from 
the Gold Coast, and relieved Captain Moloney, who had been 
administering the Government of Lagos since the death of 
Governor Ussher. Mr. C. D. Turton was relieved of the acting 
appointment of Assistant Colonial Secretary by Mr. Frank 
Simpson on the Ist June. Mr. Simpson left Lagos for duty at 
Accra on the 14th October. 

Mr. C. Pike acted as assistant Colonial Secretary from the 
16th to the 3lst October. On the Ist of November Mr. H. B. 
Griffith, confidential clerk, relieved Mr. Pike of the duties of 
Acting Assistant Colonial Secretary. Mr. C. G. Blackburn left 
the Settlement on the Ist June on leave of absence for six 
months, he was granted an extension of leave for one month on 
half pay; he returned to the Settlement on the 28th December 
1881. Mr. Whittington, harbour master, left on the 18th June 
on leave of absence for six months, and returned on the 28th 
December 1881. 

Mr. S. Sheldon, engineer of Government vessels, left the Settle- 
ment 4th December on leave of absence. 

Dr. Rowland, assistant Colonial Surgeon left for England on 
leave of absence on the 16th June. 

Dr. Derwent Waldron assumed the duties of Assistant Colonial 
Surgeon on the 10th November. 

Captain R. W. Bastow was in command of the constabulary 
to the 7th February when he left for the Gold Coast on duty. 
Captain D. A. Lysaght succeeded Captain Bastow on the 7th 
February, and left the Settlement for the Gold Coast 5th March. 
Captain Bastow returned 22nd May and left the Settlement on 
leave the 19th November. 

Captain Forbes assumed command of the constabulary on the 
29th November. Mr. A. C. Willoughby was appointed Deputy 
Sheriff from 15th March. Mr. H. W. MacLeod returned to the 
Settlement from the Gold Coast the 30th March; he left for 
England on leave 30th May. 

Mr. Turton acted as puisne Judge from 30th May to 3rd Septem- 
ber, the date he embarked for England on leave of absence. 

19. The duties of District Commissioner were performed by 
the following gentlemen, namely :— 

Mr. C. G. Blackburn from 1st January to 29th March. Mr. 
C. D. Turton from 30th March to 31st May. Captain R. W. 
Bastow from Ist June to 18th November. Mr. Nash Williams 
from 19th November to 22nd November. Mr. J. A. Payne 
from 23rd November to 26th December. Captain A. W. Forbes 
from 27th December to end of the year. 
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Pensions. Lagos. 


20. There has been no addition to the pension list, which 
remains at 1,312/. 10s. exclusive of 70/. for Mr. Tickel, late 
Commissioner of Badagry, which is held in abeyance in con- 
sequence of his holding appointments under Government, the 
emoluments of which are equal to those of the offices from which 
he retired. The charges of 125/. for two Badagry chiefs are 
provided for and paid under the head of “ Aborigines.” 


Population. 


21. According to the Census taken in 1881, the population 
given was as follows :— 
a LSS RE, ae, ree eee ee Lae 


— | Males. | Females. | Total. 
$e 
Lagos and its vicinity - - 27,162 26,234 58,396 
Northern districts - - 4,545 5,018 9,563 
Eastern districts - - 2,210 2,309 4,519 
Western districts ~ 3,748 4,044 7,792 

Total sé = 37,665 37,605 75,270 


22. The figures above include the white portion of the popula- 
tion of 109 males and 8 females, the coloured portion being 
37,556 maies and 37,597 females. 

23. The following table will give the number of births, marriages, 
and deaths during the past five years. 


Years. | Births. | Marriages. | Deaths. 
rele A ed a Sa Ne eS ee ee ae 
1877. - - - 201 61 656 
i878 =- - - - 197 69 842 
1879 - “- - - 194 81 840 
1880 - - - 195 87 682 
1881 - a - = 248 65 688 
Ecclesiastical. 


24. The religious denominations remain the same as in previous 
years—the table below includes Lagos and the Protectorate—and 
are as follows :— 


eee 
Churches and 


Religious No, of other Buildings|Accommodation ars hed 

Denomination. Clergy. used for for Persons enerali 

Public attending. Li endin 2 

Worship. : 

en rete ee ae Se Te SS Ree eee Mw 

Church of England 9 14 4,350 8,044 
Wesleyan - 7 7 3,150 965 
Roman Catholic - 5 3 2,890 990 
Baptist - - 1 2 360 185 
Total - 22 26 10,750 5,184 
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Education. 


25. The average attendance at the various schools during the 
year 1881 has been— 


£ 
Church of England - 1,252 Expense 1,673 
Wesleyan - - 565 e 782 
Roman Catholic - - 337 . 525 
Baptist - - - 68 Ra 125 
Hussey Charity School - 15 Fe 240 


26. The Church Missionary Society, Wesleyan and Roman 
Catholic each receive a grant of 200/. per annum in aid of educa- 
tion. 

27. There is also a sum of 100/. per annum provided annually 
for the education and maintenance of liberated African children. 

28, In reference to the Hussey Charity School, I may remark 
that the approximate sum of 240/. stated above is contemplated to 
cover the expense of clothing, food, and necessaries for the children. 


Imports and Exports. 


29. The following table shows the value of the imports and ex- 
ports of the Settlement during the past three years :— 


Year. Imports. Exports. 
£& 
1879 - - = = 527,872 654,380 
1880 - - ° - 407,370 576,510 
1881 “ - - - 333,659 460,007 


30. There has been a gradual downward tendency in the 
imports during the past three years, due to the causes referred to 
in the fifth paragraph. 

31. There was also an enormous stock of duty-paid spirits in the 
hands of merchants in the Settlement at the beginning of last year. 

32. The chief imports during the last two years, inclusive of 
goods in transit, were :— 


Articles. 1880. 1881. 
£ £ 
Cotton Goods . - - 141,635 102,084 
Cowries - + - - 18,071 6,361 
Guns - - = - 7,228 3,010 
Spirits - = - - 91,896 101,496 
Tobacco « = - ” 24,901 24,442 } 


a a | 
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33. The value of spirits entered for transit in 188] exceeded Lagos. 
that of 1880 by 15,388/. 

34, The value of goods entered for transit in 1880 anu 1881 
were 34,7491, and 45,1121. respectively. 

35. And the value of goods on which ad valorem duty was 
charged amounted to 146,206, as compared with 214,276/., in 
the year previous. . 

36. The duties collected during the year on goods entered for 
home consumption amounted to 33,4022, and on goods entered in 
transit by inland waters at a less rate of duty to 2,545, making 
the gross amount of Customs revenue 35,9477. 

37. The exports for the year amounted to 460,007/. as com- 
pared with 576,510/. in the year previous, showing a decrease of 
116,£032. 

38. Exports during the past three years have been— 


British, Foreign, 
Produce eae and other Colonial 


Year. Manufactures o Prnanns said Total. 
the Colony. Manufactures. 
£ £ £ 
1978 “ Ps 530,790 123,590 654,380 
1s80 - . 484,275 92,235 576,510 
1881 - = - 379,050 80,957 460,907 


39. The chief exports during the past three years have been as 
follows : 


Palm Oil. Palm Kernels. 
Gallons. Value. Tons. Value. 

£ £ 
1879 - -| 2,469,418 208,795 27,840 319,445 
1880 - -| 1,526,423 133,225 29,633 346,146 
1881 - -| 1,807,297 147,423 20,801 221,634 


40. The same remarks in reference to the imports apply equally 
as well to the exports as they are affected in the same degree. 


Shipping. 


41. The following tables show the number of sieam and sailing 
vessels entered and cleared from the Settlement during the pas¢ 
two years, namely :— 
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Entered. 
1880. 1881. 
a No. | Tons. | Crews. | No. | Tons. | Crews. 
waite vessels - = 96 28,090 | 975 69 19,395 662 


Mail steamers’ - 136 148,937 | 5,978 128 134,827 | 6,016 


Coasting or colonial 


steamers - - 122 10,988 | 2,424 113 10,877 2,594 
Other Steamers - - 12 2,775 227 10 2,112 202 
Total - - 366 | 190,740 | 9,604 320 167,211 9,474 
Cleared. 
1880. 1881. 
No. Tons. Crews. | No. Tons. Crews. 


Sailing vessels - - 96 27,260 945 64 17,882 611 


Mail steamers - 135 147,370 | 6,110 | 128 134,744 | 6,016 


Coasting or colonial 


steamers - = Wise 11,670 | 2,578 110 10,079 | 2,517 
Other steamers - - 10 2,318 159 10 2,178 223 
Total - - 368 188,618 | 9,792 312 164,883 | 9,367 


42, The carrying trade between Europe and Lagos now is 
chiefly done by steamers in preference to sailing ships; the freight 
of the former having been reduced to a minimum, which, added to 
the greater swiftness of conveyance, induces importers to give the 
preference to steamers. There is also the advantage of weekly 
communication with through freight to and from Hamburg and 
Havre direct to the wharfs at Lagos, affording every facility to 
merchants and traders, and thus saving the demurrage which often 
occurs with sailing vessels, owing either to bad bars, want of tow 
boats, or to the insufficiency of cargo to fill them within their 


allotted time. 
Gaols and Prisoners. 


43. In 1881 there were 226 persons committed, namely :—215 
men, eight women, and three juveniles. 

44, Deaths during the year were 12 as compared with four in 
the previous year. 

45. The daily average number of prisoners has been 127. 

46. The cost of the gaol department for the year has been: 

Salaries, 9287. 19s. 9d.; allowances, 43/.; bedding and necessaries, 
931 4s. 2d.; clothing, 3/. 15s. ; provisions, 1,058/. 3s. 9d.; making a 
total of 2,127. 2s. 8d. 
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Criminal Statistics. 


47. The following is a comparative statement of the number of 
persons apprehended and summoned in the past three years :— 


— | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. 


Number of persons apprehended, and 
summoned - - - - - 995 709 414 


48. In 1881, 68 were discharged for want of evidence; 15 dis- 
missed on the merits; 264 were summarily convicted, and 67 
committed for trial. 

49. Of the number committed for trial in the Superior Court 37 
were convicted; judgment for prisoners 27; and 3 cases fell 
through for want of prosecution. 


Hospitals, Lunatic Asylum, and Charitable Institutions. 


50. At the beginning of the year there were 18 males and eight 
females in the Colonial Hospital from the year previous. During 
the year, 301 males and 46 females were admitted, being 198 less 
than the year before. Of the above number 306 were cured, four 
relieved, and five not improved. 

51. The deaths were 33 males and 11 females. 

52. There was only one case of small-pox amongst the patients, 
and there were five of chicken-pox. 

53. The number vaccinated successfully during the year was 
16,237. 

54. The number of out-patients amounted to 9,067. 

55. The cost of the Department during the year has been for :— 


So eae: 

Salaries and allowances - - 1,825 18 4 
Provisions, clothing, bedding and 

necessaries - - - 786 14 11 

Vaccination expenses - - 422 7 0 


56 The only place provided for the confinement of lunatics is 
a room within the walls of the prison. 

57. There is no charitable institution in the Settlement; desti- 
tute natives are occasionally relieved from the vote for “Charitable 


Allowances.” 
58. The health of the Settlement during the year was good. 
I have, &c. 
His Excellency (Signed) FRANK SIMPSON, 
The Administrator of the Acting Administrator. 


Gold Coast Colony. 


—E———7 


R 4233- 
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STRAITS 


SETTLEMENTS. STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 


No. 12. 


Governor Sir F. A. Wetp, K.C.M.G., to the Right Hon. the 
Ear of KimMBERLEY. 


Government House, Penang, 
My Lorp, July 22, 1882. 
I wave the honour to transmit to your Lordship the Blue 
Book of the Straits Settlements for the year 1881, together with 
a Report thereon, as well as the Administration Reports of Penang 
and Malacca. | 
I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) Frep. A. WE Lp, 
The Ear! of Kimberley, Governor. 
&e. &e. 


Rerort on the Srraits SetrLEMENTS BiuE Book for the 
Year 1881. 


Finance. 


Revenue. 1. The revenue of the whole Colony amounted in 1881 to 
$2,433,821, being $149,243 in excess of the estimates, and $72,520 
in excess of the revenue actually received in the previous year 
1880. 

2. The principal items in which the estimates were exceeded 
were :— 

Land revenue, $66,241, due mainly to more efficient collec- 
tions by a strengthened Department. 

Stamps, $24,674, which may be attributed partly to the 
increasing business of the Colony, and partly to the fact 
that great efforts have been made to inform the natives 
of the requirements of the Stamp Ordinance, and the 
penalties for neglect to comply with them. 

Port and harbour dues gave an increase of $14,051, the 
result of increased trade and a larger number of vessels 
using the ports of the Colony. 

There was also an increase of $8,032 in postage stamps, an 
item which shows a healthy state of business. 

Interest shows an increase of $14,950, received from the 
larger cash balances of the Colony, and improved banking 
arrangements. 
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Under the other heads of revenue—rent, exclusive of land 
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licenses, fines, &c., fees of office, reimbursements, sale of S'TT-=MENTS. 


Government property, and special receipts the actual 
revenue in every case exceeded the estimates, and 
amounted in the whole to $22,101. 


3. Under only one head of revenue was there a deficiency, and 
that was Miscellaneous Receipts, a source of revenue which can 
never be estimated with accuracy, and here the actual receipts fell 
short of the estimates by $808. 

4. It is satisfactory to be able to report that, comparing the 
revenue of 1881 with that received in 1880, the former shows an 
increase over the latter in every important branch of revenue. 


5. The total sums expended on all services during 1881 amounted Expenditure. 


to $2,355,807, a sum $177,032 in excesss of the estimates, and 
$316,860 in excess of the expenditure in 1880. 

6. The various sums provided in the estimates were exceeded 
by $296,320, while savings were effected on certain items amounting 
in all to $119,288, the difference giving the excess above stated. 

7. The total excess was caused by increased and unforeseen 
expenditure under many heads, the most important of which were 
the following :— 

Lighthouses, $45,628, balance paid on the Formosa light- 
ship, and the cost of a new harbour light at Penang. 

Works and buildings, $29,099, due to the fact that the Public 
Works Department was able to get on more rapidly with 
certain important works then under construction. 

And, lastly, special expenses, $184,420, mainly an instalment 
of $180,000 which the Colony was called upon to pay in 
reduction of expenses incurred in military operations in the 
Malay States in 1875-76. Had it not been for this last 
call on the funds of the Colony, the total estimated expen- 
diture in 1881 would not have been exceeded. 

8. Comparing the actual with the estimated expenditure 1881, it 
should be stated that a saving of §30,877 was effected under the 
heading Establishments, owing to vacancies in appointments and 
salaries being drawn at lower figures than those in the estimates. 
There was also a saving in office contingencies amounting to 
$3,474. 

9. Considerable savings were also effected under the headings 
Medical and Police, partly due to over-estimates for certain services, 
and partly to the fact that certain payments estimated to fall due 
in 1881 were not actually made till 1882. The only other saving 
of importance was $22,246 on roads, streets, and bridges, due to 
the impossibility of getting contractors to complete works in Pro- 
vince Wellesley and Malacca. 

10. Besides the large unforeseen excesses to which reference 
has already been made, the estimated expenditure was exceeded in 
the following items :—Gaols $2,280, rations for an increased number 
of prisoners; conveyance of mails, $7,563, a payment of arrears 
to the Imperial Post Office; transport, $6,008, passages of police 
and other officers from England and India; and miscellaneous 
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diture. 
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services, $13,407, made up of excesses for stationery, rewards for 
destruction of wild beasts, expenses of fire commissions, cost of 
invalid Indian convicts (recoverable), and a vote for participating 
in the Melbourne Exhibition. 

11. The actual expenditure of 1881 shows an increase of 
$316,860 over that of the previous year, which is thus explained : 
Salaries, $55,971, from the additions of European and Sikh con- 
stables to the police force; from the increase in the number 
and salaries of the magistrates; and from the appointments of 
Government engineer surveyors, &c. There was also increased 
expenditure in the Education Department, the expenditure in 
which must be expected to grow from year to year for some time to 
come; in the land branch, a department which more than repays 
the increased expenditure on its personnel ; and in the post office. 

12. Under the heading services, exclusive of establishments, 
there was in 1881 an increased expenditure over that of the pre- 
vious year of $19,656 for expenses of revenue survey and purchase 
of stamps; $2,759, charitable allowances; $9,420, education, 
mainly for building grants; $5,095, police department, clothing, 
stores, &c. for an increased: force; $22,300, increase on the vote 
lighthouses, owing to the placing of the new lightship on the 
Formosa bank; 88,410 increase on the vote transport, for 
passages of police from England and India; miscellaneous services 
$17,702, which is more than accounted for by the cost of the cen- 
sus, $20,062; works and buildings, $63,790, the increased expen- 
diture being incurred, as already stated, from the fact that more 
work was done in 1881 than had been found possible in 1880. 
The principal increases were as follows, against expenditure on the 
same works in 1880 :— 


$ 
Teluk Ayer reclamation - - 35,033 
New European hospital - - - 12,247 
Marine Department offices - ~ 12,787 
New Post Office, Penang - - 4,999 


While on new works the following sums were expended :— 


Central Police Station, Penang - - 9,933 

New General and Lock Hospital, Penang 27,264 
Finally, as already stated, there was a “ Special Expenditure ” of 
$180,000 for war expenses, against $6,162 expended under the 
same vote in the previous year. 

13. In the same comparison, the 1881 expenditure showed 
savings on that of 1880 under the following heads :—Pensions, 
harbour department, Government vessels, conveyance of mails, 
interest, and roads, streets, and bridges, amounting in all to 
$70,761. 

14. The usual contribution of $235,976 was paid by the Colony 
to the Army Pay Department towards the expenses of Her 
Majesty's troops (one European regiment and a battery of Royal 
Artillery) quartered in the Straits Settlements. A sum of 


HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 149 


$26,706 56 was also expended during the year in the construction 
and up-keep of military buildings, rent of quarters, &. 


15. During the year, the detachment of the Infantry regiment 
at Malacca was withdrawn to Singapore, and no troops are now 
quartered in the former Settlement. Two companies of the 
regiment continue to be stationed at Penang, but Fort Cornwallis 
is now occupied by the police, the Artillery having been con- 
centrated at Singapore. 


16. Balances —The credit balance of the Colony, which on 
31st December 1880 stood at $818,015, had increased on 31st 
December 1881 to $875,604. It is likely that this substantial 
balance will be materially increased, for the debts of the Native 
States to the Colony, which are placed in the abstracts of assets 
and liabilities as asset dependencies, because not immediately 
realisable, are being rapidly paid off. 


17. The financial position of the Colony continues, therefore, 
to be satisfactory : the revenue steadily increasing, the expenditure, 
even including the construction of many important public works, 
well within the revenue, while the balance to the credit of the 
Colony shows year by year an increased amount. 


18. As this is a review of the transactions of 1881, the results 
of that and previous years have been discussed and compared, but in 
looking forward to the prospects of the Colony, which are in every 
respect hopeful, it may be mentioned, that the excise farms, let 
for three years in 1880, expire this year, and tenders have been 
called for. As the present farmers have already offered to con- 
tinue the farms for a further period of three years at the present 
rate, it may be concluded that, in reletting this source of revenue, 
there is not likely to be any diminution in the amount to be 
received, and though it is undesirable that speculation or rivalry 
should ever result in the letting of these farms at a loss to the 
farmers, yet it is safe to anticipate some increase on the present 


prices. 
19. The municipal revenue and expenditure of the three 


Settlements of the Colony for the years 1880 and 1881, with the 
balances on the 31st December of each year, are shown in the 


following table :— 


ne UE EEE SESE GSS Ge 
Credit Credit 


Expen- Expen- 


Revenue. | Revenue. : ‘ Balance, | Balance, 
Settlements. 1880. i6say |. Spear |e CMO | SL Doe,, |) 81 Dec., 
is 1880. 1881. 
Denne em Oe a EE Ge eS ae Tee 0 eS ee es, eae 
$ $ B g $ $ 

Singapore - - 278,477 283,813 288,687 287,469 19,960 16,305 
Penang . - 148,332 142,848 144,705 124,908 3,714 91,659 
Malacca . - 22,428 25,063 18,898 21,461 4,982 8,524 
Total -| 449,287 451,724 452,290 433,838 28,606 46,488 


cecal a EC ee ee i ek: OC ache 


383 


STRAITS 
SETTLEMENTS. 


Balances. 


Municipal 
revenue and 
expenditure. 


384 


150 PAPERS RELATING TO 


STRAITS Post Office Savings Bank. 


SerTLEMENTS. 20, Ninety-seven (97) new accounts were opened during the 
Singapore, year, against 75 in 1880; whilst 75 accounts were closed, against 
47 in the previous year. 
21. On 31st December, 1881, there were 275 accounts open, 
representing $37,035 68, against 253 accounts representing 
$34,706 39 on the 3lst December 1880. 
22. Since the bank was established in 1876, 619 accounts have 
been opened, and $101,772 78 deposited. Of this sum, 
$18,723 88 were paid in during 1881 in 448 deposits; $17,718 91 
were withdrawn in 1881, against $13,563 10 in 1880. 
23. The balance at the credit of depositors increased from 
$34,706 39 at the end of 1880, to $37,035 68 on the 3lst 
December, 1881, at which date the available profit of the Bank 
was $395 20. 
24, The interest allowed during the year was 4 per cent. 
Penang. 25. The Penang Savings Bank was opened on the Ist March, 
1881, and up to the 81st December, 20 accounts had been opened, 
and of these 6 were closed. $2,022 22 were deposited, and $1,449 
withdrawn, exclusive of interest. 
26. The balance in favour of the bank at the close of the year 
was 98 cents, the rate of interest being the same as in Singapore. 


Legislation. 


Ordinances. 27. The following Ordinances were passed by the Legislative 
Council of the Colony during the year 1881 :— 


J.—An Ordinance to provide for the Levy of Fees and 
Payments for Jicenses. 

IJ.—An Ordinance to consolidate and amend the Law 
relating to Stamps. 

1II—An Ordinance for making temporary provision for 
securing the status of French Mail Steamers at 
the Ports of the Colony. 

IV.—An Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. VII. of 1880. 
(Amending Tan Tock Seng’s Hospital Ordi- 
nance.) 

V.—An Ordinance to amend the Indian Act No. XXVI. 
of 1857. (Ferries Ordinance.) 

VI.—An Ordinance for the raising by Debentures of a 
sum of one hundred thousand pounds sterling. 

VII.—An Ordinance for making final provision for the 
Public Service for the year 1880. 

‘iiii—An Ordinance for making provision for the Public 
Service for the year 1882. 

IX.—An Ordinance to make better provision by Law for 
the engagement of persons to serve in the Police 
Force. 

X.--.An Ordinance to enable the Hongkong and Shanghai 
Banking Corporation to issue Bank Notes 
in the Straits Settlements, and for other 
purposes, 
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28. The Ordinance No. II. of 1881, to amend and consolidate 


the law relating to stamps, was the most important enactment of i ate 


the session. ‘The general tendency of this measure is to lower 
the duties previously fixed, but it is trusted that this concession, 
with a stringent enforcement of the penalties for evasion, will 
increase the revenue derived from this source. 

29. Ordinance No. IV. deals with a hospital trust; and No. V. 
with certain ferries in Province Wellesley. 

30. The whole of the above measures received the gracious 
approval and allowance of Her Majesty, with the exception of 
No. VL, as it was found unnecessary to raise any money on loan. 
The object with which the Bill was introduced was te borrow a 
sum of 100,0002. to pay the cost of the operations of Her Majesty’s 
troops in the Native States in 1875-1876, but on a scrutiny of 
the accounts the amount was reduced, and the payment being 
spread over three years, it was found the resources of the Colony 
would meet this charge without a loan. 


Public Works. 


31. The Public Works Department was engaged in many and 
important works during the year. The amounts expended in the 
respective Settlements were as follows :— 


8 
Singapore - - - - 372,905 
Penang - - m - 103,466 
Malacca - ~ “ - 12,085 
488,456 


STRAITS 


32. This is the largest sum expended for such a purpose since Singapore. 


the Colony was established. In Singapore, the new European 
Hospital on an estimate of $36,250 was almost completed; new 
offices fer the master attendant were finished at a total cost of 
$25,721; and on the two special works of the new prison on 
Pearl’s Hill and the Teluk Ayer Bay reclamation, the sums of 
$111,847 and $140,812 were respectively expended. Regarding 
the prison, the total estimated cost of which was $337,000, but 
little more was required at the close of the year, and several 
portions of the buildings, which are on the separate system, were, 
as the work proceeded, occupied, though the whole of them could 
not be handed over to the gaol staff. Good progress, too, was 
made with the reclamation at Teluk Ayer, though unforeseen 
difficulties cropped up which will render a heavier expenditure 
necessary than was at first contemplated. 

33. Among the Penang works, special reference may be made 
to the completion, during the year, of important improvements 
at the central police station, involving an expenditure of $11,834; 
to the finishing of the new post office at a total cost of $6,000; 
and to the commencement of the much needed new general and 
Lock hospitals, on which $27,200 were expended. 


Penang. 
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STRaIts 34. In Malacca no works of marked importance were under- 
SETTLEMENTS. 
taken. 
Malacca. 35. Besides the above expenditure through the Public Works 


Roads, streets, Department, $32,603 were spent in Penang and Province Weilesley 
and bridges. —_ in the reconstruction and maintenance of roads, streets, and bridges, 
and $22,258 under the same heading in Malacca. In Singapore, 
where the Municipal Commissioners take charge of all the 
public roads, &c. in the island, only $941 were expended by the 


Government. 
Education. 
Schools in- 36. From the report of the inspector of schools, it is to be 
spected. gathered that 69 schools were inspected during the year, and 


2,491 pupils were presented for examination. T'en (10) of the 
schools were grant-in-aid boys’ schools, 7 were Government 
English schools, 5 were girls’ schools, and 47 were Government 
vernacular schools in which Malay is the only language taught. 
Number of 37. The number of children, however,’who were known to be 
children receiv- receiving instruction in the Government schools, the aided schools, 
i cabal private schools, is 5,250, and besides these, there were no 
doubt other pupils being taught English, Tamil, and Malay, but 
no accurate information can be obtained about them. Regarding 
the Malays especially, it may be remarked that there are the 
Bandarsah schools, where the Koran is alone taught, and which 
are in reality religious classes. 
Per-centage of 38. The taking of the census last year enables some idea to be 
children in all formed of the per-centage of children who are undergoing instruc- 
serge: tion in all the schools of the Colony. It appears from the returns 
that there were 33,031 male children between the ages of 6 and 
14, who were classed as follows :— 


Europeans, Eurasians, Armenians, and Jews 961 
Chinese - - - - - 7,383 
Malays” - - - - - 19,955 
Klings, - - “ - - 2,590 
Other Asiatics - - - - 2,142 

33,031 


Number attend- 39. The number of children attending the various known 
ing schools. —_ schools in the Colony was as follows :— 


Europeans, &c. - - 768, or 80 per cent. 
Chinese -- - - - 2,086, or 28 ¥ 
Malays - - ~ - 2,053, or 10 er 
Klings and other Asiatics,- 343,or 7 ,, 
Native 40. This is not satisfactory as regards the native elements, but 
children. there are indications at the present time that education is now 


sought after by the parents of Malay and Kling children, and in 
ne of the settlements, viz., Malacca, a Chinese gentleman has 
° promised a handsome endowment for a purely Chinese school. 
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41. The principal addition to school buildings during 1881 was — Srxarrs 
the establishment of seven new Malay schools. The only other °P?71EMENTS. 
addition was that of an English branch school in Penang. School build: 

42. The average attendance at the grants-in-aid schools for ings. 
boys rose from 1,639 in 1880 to 1,744 in 1881. The number of Grants-in-aid 
pupils presented for examination was, however, slightly less, being °° 
1,278, as against 1,351 in 1880. The passes obtained were 71 
per cent. of those possible. 

43. In the Government schools where English is taught, and a7 aaa 
which are preparatory schools, the education only going up to “"°°™ 
Standard III, the average attendance had risen from 513 in 
1880 to 581 in the past year, which is 80 per cent. of those in 
average enrolment for the same period. 

44, An improvement in the number of girls’ schools is also to Girls’ schools. 
be noted, and five of such schools, as against three, are now 
regularly inspected. The number of girls presented for ex- 
amination was 256. 

45. In the Government vernacular schools, also, there was Vernacular 
a slight increase in numbers, the average attendance at the ae aan 
different Settlements being as follows for 1880 and 1881 :— 


Settlements. 1880. 1881. 

Singapore - - - . 271 276 
Penang - - - - 300 320 
Province Wellesley - - 198 199 
Malacca - - - - 530 542 
Totai - - 1,299 1,337 


46. The amount expended by the Government in connection Expenditure. 
with education during the past three years has been as follows :—— 


$ 
1879 - - - 46,893 
1880 - ~ ~ - 563,141 
1881 - - - 62,562 


Small sums are received in the way of fees; the amount thus 
reimbursed in 1881 was $1,888, or $151 in excess of the collections 
during the previous year. 


Postal Department. 


47. As compared with last year, the returns for 1881 show an Postal work. 
increase in all the important details of the post office. In 1880, 
the number of letters, papers, &c., received amounted to 827,831, 
while in 1881 the number had increased to 876,207. The numbers 


388 


STRAITS 
SETTLEMENTS. 


Accounts. 


Money orders. 


Rates of post- 
age. 


Imports. 


Singapore. 


Penang. 


Malacca. 


Local Trade. 


Exports. 


154 PAPERS RELATING TO 


despatched were 635,765 in 1880, and 642,674 in 1881, and this 
increase is perhaps somewhat the more remarkable, because there 
was a considerable falling off in the amount of Chinese corres- 
pondence posted at the Chinese sub-offices. The Postmaster- 
General, reports that there were 3,000 letters less posted in 1880 
than in the year before, and in view of the ever inereasing Chinese 
population, it is clear that a large quantity of Chinese letters 
must be sent out of the Colony through unauthorised channels. 

48. The accounts of the post office, as now kept under the 
regulations of the Postal Union, are so complicated, that it is 
almost impossible to state, in respect of any given year, how the 
revenue compares with the expenditure, but the excess of revenue 
is calculated by the Postmaster-General at $9,500 for 1881. 

49. The money order business between the Colony and the 
United Kingdom has increased, and also between the Colony and 
China, but there has been a reduction in the local money orders. 
By money orders, 2,470/. 16s. 10d. were sent to England, and 
$1,966 37 transmitted to China. The value of local orders issued 
amounted to $3,983 31. 

50. The rates of postage during the year have remained the 
same, except as regards the services between Singapore and 
Penang by the P. & O. mail steamers. In July this rate was 
reduced from six cents to four cents for the half-ounce. The 
ordinary rate by cther than mail steamers is two cents. 


Trade. 


51. The total value of the imports into the three Settlements 
for the year was $94,859,658, showing an increase of $11,141,545 
over the value in 1880. 

52. In Penang and Malacca respectively, there is a slight 
increase, but the above figures are principally made up by the 
increase in the value of imports into Singapore, amounting to 
$10,023,949. 

53. In Singapore, the increase is derived as follows :—Imports 
from the United Kingdom, $1,929,088; from British Colonies, 
$754,786 ; and from foreign countries, $7,340,075. 

54. In Penang, there is a slight falling off of $615,514 in the 
imports from the United Kingdom, while those from foreign 
countries remain about the same, and those from British Colonies 
show an increase of $1,449,492. 

55. In Malacca, the increase is again to be accounted for by the 
activity in trade with the Native states. 

56. ‘The local import trade between the three Settlements of 
the Colony shows an increase of $42,342 in Singapore, and 
#104,171 in Malacca, while the returns of the value of imports 
into Penang give a decrease of $93,969. There is, therefore, a 
nett increase of $52,544. 

57. The total value of the exports from the Colony during the 
year was $77,925,962, being a decrease of $125,777 from the 
value in 1880. 
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58. There was a nett increase in the value of exports from _ Srsairs 
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Siagapore of $3,422,207, and from Malacca of $284,791; but S#7?LEMENTS. 


the exports from Penang show a decrease in value amounting to 
$3,832,775. 

59. The value of exports to the United Kingdom alone from To the United 
Singapore gives a large increase of $3,011,910, made up chiefly *™8¢™- 
by the increased trade in tin, gutta percha, tapioca, pepper, sago, 
and rattans. The value of articles exported from Penang de- 
creased by $243,748. 

60. The value of exports to British Colonies increased by To British 
$648,261 from Singapore, and by $424,262 from Malacca, while ©O™* 
there was a decrease from Penang of $82,309. The increase, in 
respect of Singapore, is to be accounted for by the large quantity 
of salted fish exported to British Burmah, and of precious stones, 
gunnies, and timber to Hong Kong. 

61. The export trade of the Colony with foreign countries gives To foreign 

a decrease from Singapore of $237,964, being a heavy falling off countres. 
to America and China, and in a lesser degree to France, French 
India, Sarawak, and Holland. Increases are noticeable from the 
Malay Peninsula, Siam, and Austria. There is also a decrease 
from Malacca of $139,471; and from Penang of $3,506,718. 
The exports from Penang fell off considerably to Sumatra, Holland, 
Siam, America and China. As a set off against this, there was a 
large increase of $907,777 in respect of the value of exports to 
the Malay Peninsula. 

62. The local exports between the three Settlements show a Local trade. 
nett decrease of $28,381. There was a large decrease of exports 
from Singapore, but this was, to some extent, counterbalanced by 
increases from Penang and Malacca. 

63. The total volume of trade shown in the returns for the 
year amounts to the value of §172,785,620. 


Shipping. 


64. The number of vessels, exclusive of native craft, entered I=wards. 
at the three ports of the Colony during 1881 was 4,808, with an 
ageregate tonnage of 2,964,866 tons, and crews numbering 
195,539 persons. These figures show an increase over 1880 of 
371 vessels, 164,271 tons, and 7,950 persons. There was an 
increase both in British and foreign ships. . 

65. In Singapore 2,443 vessels, of an aggregate tonnage of Singapore. 
1,820,960 tons entered during the year, being an increase of 
323 vessels and of 127,864 tons over 1880. There was an 
increase both in steamers and sailing vessels. 

66. In Penang J,673 vessels entered, with an aggregate tonnage Penang. 
of 960,139 tons, being only 13 vessels and 15,872 tons more than 
in 1880. There was an increase of 65 in steamers, and a falling 
off of 52 in sailing vessels. 

67. In Malacca 692 vessels of an aggregate tonnage of 183,767 Malacca. 
tons entered. ‘This shows an increase of 35 vessels and 21,535 
tons over 1880. 
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68. The number of native craft has again deereased from 
7,224 with a tonnage of 203,450 in 1880, to 6,269, with a tonnage 
of 172,687, in 1881. In Singapore the decrease is 185 craft and 
11,816 tons. In Penang 657 craft and 18,076 tons. In Malacca 
113 craft and 870 tons, 

69. The falling off in Singapore is to be accounted for by the 
trade between the neighbouring Dutch colonies having been 
taken up by small coasting steamers; and in Penang it is owing 
to the still disturbed state of the northern part of Sumatra. 

70. The number of vessels, exclusive of native craft, cleared 
from the three ports of the Colony during 1881 was 4,774 with 
an aggregate tonnage of 2,929,057 tons, and crews numbering 
184,426 persons. This gives an increase over 1880 of 355 vessels 
and 223,707 tons. 

71. From Singapore 2,418 vessels, with a tonnage of 1,789,753 
cleared, being an increase of 309 vessels and 188,332 tons. The 
increase in steamers alone was 242, with a tonnage of 168,473 
tons. 

72. From Penang 1,668 vessels of an aggregate tonnage of 
956,117 cleared, being an increase of only 14 vessels and 14,330 
tons. ‘There was an increase of 65 steamers, but a decrease of 
51 sailing ships. 

73. From Malacca 688 vessels cleared, of an aggregate tonnage 
of 183,187, being an increase over 1880 of 32 vessels and 21,045 
tons. 

74, The number of native craft cleared from the three ports of 
the Colony was 7,380, of a tonnage of 201,338. This shows a 
decrease from 1880 of 311 craft and 9,021 tons. 

75. In Singapore there is a decrease of 86 craft and 7,120 tons. 
In Penang of 74 craft and 1,222 tons. In Malacca of 151 craft 
and 689 tons. 

76. During the year 920 Europeans were shipped and 970 
discharged at the shipping offices of Singapore and Penang. Ten 
deaths were reported among European seamen, and 119 desertions. 
The number of natives shipped at the three Settlements was 7,206, 
and 6,775 were discharged. ‘The deaths reported numbered 19, 
and the desertions 64. 

77. Twenty-seven person were examined for certificates of 
competency as masters and mates, of whom 19 passed and 8 
failed. 


Police and Crime. 


78. Police-—The Inspector-General of Police is able to report 
« that a very marked improvement has taken place in the Police 
“ Force of the Straits Settlements during the year.” This is 
attributable to the re-organisation of the force, which was begun 
in 1881 on the basis of the recommendations of the Commission 
of 1879. Additional strength was acquired by the introduction 
of two new elements into the force, viz., a European and a Sikh 
contingent. Early in the year, two inspectors and twenty-one 
trained European constables arrived from England, and hefore 
the year expired, an Assistant Superintendent of Police (trained 
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in the Punjab Police Force) with 165 Sikhs of all ranks had — srxarrs 

been enrolled and placed on duty in Singapore and Penang. SETTLEMENTS. 
79. The strength of the force at the close of the year was as Sisenges 

follows :— : 


1 Inspector-General. 
3 Superintendents. 
3 Assistant Superintendents. 
2 Chief Inspectors. 
18 Inspectors. 
29 European contingent (all ranks). 
165 Sikh do. (do.) 
1,207 Malay and Kling Contingents (all ranks). 


Total - 1,428 of all ranks. 


80. The cost of the maintenance of the force for the year Cost. 
(exclusive of transport) amounted to $221,277, as against $182,326 
in 1880. 

81. The number of cases arrested by the police during the Cases arrested. 
yéar amounted to 17,057, an increase of 529 as compared with 
the previous year, and were distributed as follows :— 


Singapore - - - - 7,709 
Penang - - ” - - 8,598 
Malacca - - - - ~ 750 

17,057 


82. The number of offences reported to the police was 10,961, Offences re- 
or ],053 more than in 1880, but the number of cases discovered PoTted: 
during the same period shows an increase of 1,398. Numerous 
cases reported are, however, of a trivial nature, and in many 
instances are dealt with by summonses in the police courts. 

83. The police have charge of the registration of hackney Hackney car- 
carriages, and 2,016 were licensed during the year, being an riage. 
increase of 130. Of the 986 licensed in Singapore, 11 were 
omnibuses, and 25 were jinrickshas, which were introduced into 
this Settlement for the first time this year. There were 616 
cases of breach of the Hackney Carriages Ordinance heard by the 
magistrates. 

84. The secret societies have not given much trouble during 
the year, but their influence for evil is still so great, that fresh 
legislation entirely suppressing the Red and White Flag (Mahome- 
dan) societies was prepared, and provision made for exercising 
a more rigid control over the other societies. In Singapore, 
where there were 10 lodges, the number of members on the books 
was 33,103, but the number of actual subscribers was only 
16,185. In Penang, with its six lodges, the total number of 
members was 46,795. In both Settlements there was an increase 
of members registered as compared with the previous year, viz. 
4,786 in Singapore, and 2,217 in Penang. In Malacca, there 
were five registered lodges, the members of which numbered 
5,716. 


Secret societies. 
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Judicial Returns. 


85. Supreme Court.—The judicial returns show a considerable 
increase in the work of the courts. The number of criminal cases 
tried in the Supreme Court, in the different Settlements, amounted 
to 456. In 1879 they amounted to 410, and in 1880 to 324. 
The increase for 1881 was specially in Singapore, and the prin- 
cipal increase appears under the head of “ theft, housebreaking.” 
There were 15 cases of murder tried, and convictions obtained 
in four cases. There was a marked diminution in the number | 
of cases of gang robbery. 

86. Police Courts.——The total number of cases brought before 
the magistrates for the past three years was as follows :— 


Settlement. | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. 
Singapore - - - 8,707 8,908 10,875 
Penang ~- - - - 7,601 7,594 8,673 
Province Wellesley - - 8,466 4,883 3,831 
Malacca - : . : 1,890 1,862 1,553 


87. Courts of Requests.—The following table shows the work 
done in the Courts of Requests, which are presided over by a 
police magistrate in his capacity as a commissioner, with a juris- 
diction limited to sums not exceeding fifty dollars :— 


Settlement. | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. 
Singapore - - - 2,965 3,202 2,822 
Penang - - - - 2,483 2,216 2,569 
Province Wellesley - - 713 718 1,046 
Malacca - - - - 1,463 945 837 


88. Supreme Court, Civil cases.—Apart from the criminal cases, 
the return of cases tried and actions commenced in the Supreme 
Court was, for the three years, as follows :—- 


Settlement. 1879. | 1880, | 1881, 
Singapore - - - 755 631 965 
Penang - - - - 553 664 699 


Malacca - - - - 99 105 129 
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89. The above figures do not include interpleader cases and  Srrarrs 
magistrates’ appeals, which in 1881 numbered 42 of the former S®?tLemMenrs. 
and 27 of the latter. 


Interpleader 
Gaols, cases, &c. 

90. Singapore——Until the middle of the year, the prisoners in Singapore. 
Singapore remained in the old gaol, but on the 14th July and on 
the 9th December, a large number was removed to two of the 
blocks in the new criminal prison on the Pearl’s Hill. This 
allowed of the wards in’ which beri-beri had specially appeared 
being vacated. From that date no fresh cases of beri-beri, a 
disease which, as stated in previous reports, had proved very 
fatal, occurred. 

91. The daily average of criminal prisoners in Singapore Criminal 
during the year was 670, as compared with 532 in 1880, and 813 Prisoners. 
in 1879. ‘The daily average on the sick list had considerably 
improved last year, the figures for the three years being as 
follows:—1879, 55°01; 1880, 109:25; 1881, 23°40. And the 
deaths, which in 1879 were 136, and in 1880 87, decreased to 35 
in 1881. 

92. The number of punishments during the year was 2,796, Punishments. 
and the cause for this large number of cases is explained by the 
Inspector of prisons as arising from the state of disorganisation 
into which the prison had fallen through the relaxation of the 
rules of discipline rendered necessary by the sickness among the 
prisoners in the previous year. 

93. Penang.—The daily average number of prisoners in the Penang. 
Penang criminal prison was 351, a reduction of 93 on the similar 
average of 1880. The health of this gaol has, as usual, been 
excellent, the daily average of sick for 1881 having been only 
4°75. 

94. In this gaol, the number of punishments is still considered Punishments. 
excessive. They amounted to 2,117, a number less by 193 than 
in 1880, when, however, the daily average was greater. The 
number of cases of flogging, or rather caning, was reduced from 
913 in 1880 to 375 in 1881. 

95. Malacca.—The criminal prison in Malacca had a daily 
average of 59 during the year. ‘The average on the sick list was 
5°25, and there were no deaths in the prison. ‘The prison 
punishments amounted to 136, of which 19 were inflicted by 
caning. 

96. The number of civil prisoners in all the Settlements was, Civil 
on the daily average, 108. Their health was good in every prisoners. 
respect. There were no deaths. 

97. The cost of maintaining the gaols, civil and criminal, in the Cost. 
Colony amounted during the year to $86,573 as against $82,185 
in 1880. The reimbursements from prison labour, &c., brought 
to the credit of the Colony, were $6,595, an increase of $343 as 
compared with 1880. 


Malacea. 


Health, 


98. The health of the Colony during 1881 was good. No 
epidemic disease occurred, though there were localised outbreaks 
of small-pox and beri-beri. 
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99. During the year 659 Europeans and 13,507 Natives were 
treated in all the hospitals, with 26 deaths amongst the Europeans 
and 1,101 amongst the Natives, giving a percentage of mortality 
to patients treated as follows :— 


Europeans - - - - 3°94 
Natives - - - - - 8°15 


The following table shows the admissions, deaths, and average 
daily sick in all hospitals in 1881, as compared with similar returns 
for 1880:— 


Admissions. Deaths. Average Daily Sick. 
Settlements. 
1880. | 1881. 1880. | 1881. 1880. 1881. 

Singapore - - 7,777 7,617 616 561 867°37 690° 94 
Penang - “ 3,926 3,683, 290 274 449°96 385° 48 
Province Wellesley - 1,587 1,711 90 155 98°36 108°88 
Malacca - - 1,198 1,155 82 137 95°15 119°06 
Total - 14,488 14,166 1,078 1,127 | 1,510°84 | 1,808°86 


100. By far the largest numbers of deaths occurred in the 
pauper hospitals, the chief causes being phagedeena, debility, and 
diseases of the digestive and nervous systems. 

101. Four hundred and thirty-four (434) cases of beri-beri 
were treated, with 45 deaths, or about 10 per cent., a much lower 
rate of mortality than in previous years. There were 37 cases 
of small-pox, with 8 deaths, thirty-nine (39) cases of alcoholic 
poisoning were treated—26 Europeans, 3 Chinese, 1 Malay, and 
9 Indians ; one case terminated fatally. There were only 5 cases 
of opium poisoning—all Chinese—and no death; one thousand 
and seventy-six (1,076) cases of injury were treated, 35 of which 
terminated fatally. Surgical operations were performed in 61 
cases, in 4 of which the patients succumbed. 

102. Dealing with the work of the hospitals in the three 
Settlements of the Colony, the following results are shown. 


Singapore. 


103. General Hospital,—No alterations were made in the 
buildings of the hospital, as a_new hospital, now completed, was 
in course of construction. Four hundred and nineteen (419) 
cases were treated in the European ward, and of these 387 were 
discharged, 22 died, and 10 remained on 31st December 1881. 
The sick treated in this ward are mostly seamen, Nearly all the 
cases were imported into the Settlement, the diseases having been 
contracted at sea, or in Manila, Batavia, or elsewhere. These 
cases cannot be taken as due to the influences of the climate of 


the Colony. 
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104. In the native ward, 1,250 cases were treated, 776 from — Srxarts 
the general public, and 474 from the police force. Of these, 1,190 S*T?zMnnts. 
were discharged, 27 died, and 33 remained at the end of the 
year. Nocase from the police force terminated fatally. 

105. Of the general public 501 cases were the result of injuries. 
Twenty-two (22) cases of beri-beri were admitted, in two of which 
death ensued. The admissions from the native police force were 
chiefly for very trifling ailments. 

106. In both the European and native wards, many cases which 
terminated fatally were admitted to hospital in an advanced stage 
of disease. 

107. Prison Hospital—Thirteen (13) Europeans and 492 Prison Hos- 
natives were treated in the hospital of the Criminal Prison. Of Pital, Singa- 
the Europeans, one died, and the rest were discharged. Among 
the native patients there were 229 cases of beri-beri, with 23 
deaths. Nearly all these cases came from one ward in the old 
prison, and after that ward had been closed, the outbreak 
apparently ceased. 

108. The total number of deaths from all causes was 36, and of 
these fuur occurred in the hospital of the civil prison, where 12 
cases from the criminal prison were treated. 

109. The per-centage of deaths to treated in the prison hospitals 
was, therefore, 6 * 96. 

110. Pauper Hospital—This hospital affords accommodation Pauper hospital 
for 552 patients. Three thousand nine hundred and sixty (3,960) Singapore. 
patients were treated during the year, of whom 2,822 were 
discharged, 441 died, 248 absconded, 1 was transferred, and 448 
remained under treatment at the close of the year. 

111. The average daily sick numbered 457, and the per-centage 
of deaths to patients treated was 11°11, the lowest annual 
per-centage ever yetreached. During the year 30 female patients 
were treated, and as the accommodation for females was not 
considered either sufficient or of a satisfactory nature, the managing 
committee of this hospital has, in conjunction with the Government, 
undertaken to provide a new female ward, which is now under 
construction. 

112. It is interesting to note that patients of the following na- 

‘tionalities were treated in this hospital during the year :—Arabs, 
Bengalis, Chinese, Europeans, Eurasians, Japanese, Javanese, Jews, 
Klings, Malays, Manilamen, Siamese, and Singalese; of whom 
3,769 were Chinese. 

113. The greatest number of deaths resulted from diuschoea, 
dropsy and phthisis, but by far the largest from diarrhoea, 107 
cases having resulted fatally out of 168 treated. This excessive 
mortality is accounted for by the wretched state in which the 
patients reached the hospital, many of them having contracted 
disease in neighbouring countries and only coming to Singapore 
for treatment when disease has already obtained a fatal hold upon 
them. 

114. As has been pointed out in previous years, the hospitals of 
this Colony are availed of by the sick, not only of the Malay 
peninsula, but of many other neighbouring countries. 


R 4233. 
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Penang. 


115. The state of health in Penang during 1881 was satisfactory. 

116. General Hospital—In this hospital, 861 cases were 
treated. Of these, 74 were Europeans, of whom 2 died, giving 
a death rate of 2°70 per cent.; while of the 787 natives, 24 died 
giving a death rate of 3°04 per cent. The buildings of this hos- 
pital underwent no alteration, as a new general hospital is now 
under construction and may be completed early in 1883. | 

117. Pauper Hospital—One thousand six hundred and seventy- 
two (1,672) cases were treated during the year, in 227 of which 
death ensued, giving a per-centage of mortality to treated of 13°57. 
In 1880 there were 1,684 cases, with a death rate of 13°11 per 
cent. Two new wards with accommodation for 80 patients were 
constructed during the year. 

118. Prison Hospital—The reports on this hospital are very 
satisfactory. Beyond one doubtful case of beri-beri, no case of 
disease likely to assume an epidemic form occurred. Of 64 
Europeans admitted to prison, only 3 entered the hospital ; there 
were no deaths. Out of 3,129 native prisoners, only 159 were 
admitted to the hospital, and only 6 cases terminated fatally, 
giving a death rate of 3°70. The per-centage of sick to prisoners, 
both European and native, was 5°07. 


Province Wellesley. 


119. As already stated, a slight epidemic of small-pox occurred 
in Province Wellesley towards the end of the year, and 22 deaths 
were due to this cause. In October, beri-beri broke out in the 
centre and south of Province Wellesley, and out of 230 cases 
treated in the district hospitals, there were 23 deaths. The 
disease appeared during the rains, and seemed to attack only 
new arrivals not yet acclimatised. Only Chinese were attacked. 

120. In the four district hospitals of Province Wellesley, 1,789 
cases were treated during the year, and of these 155 died, giving 
a death rate of 8°66, a rate nearly double that of the previous 
year, but accounted for by attacks of small-pox and beri-beri 
above mentioned. Out of all the cases treated, 1,469 were estate 
coolies. 

121. It is reported, that out of 70 deaths which occurred in the 
Central (Butterworth) Hospital, to which more serious cases are, 
if possible, removed, 53 occurred within five days after admission 
of the patients, Two thirds of all the deaths were due to diarrhcea 
and dysentery. 

Malacca. 

122. The health of this Settlement was good. 

123. General Hospital—Of 290 cases treated in this hospital, 
275 were discharged, 5 died, and 10 remained under treatment 
at the end of the year. The death rate was 1°72, and when it is 
added that, of the 5 deaths, 2 were from beri-beri, one the result 
of a crocodile bite, one a scalp wound, and one a cut throat, the 
generally good health of this Settlement may be readily in- 
ferred. 
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124, Prison Hospital—Ninety-eight (98) cases were treated, 
with 1 death—that ofa Chinaman suffering from chronic diarr- prison hospi- 
hoea when committed to prison. tal, Malacca. 

'125. Pauper Hospital—Seven hundred and thirty-six (736) Pauper hospi- 
cases were treated in this hospital, during the year; 485 were ‘!, Malacca. 
discharged, 125 died, 3 absconded, 2 were transferred, and 121 
remained under treatment at the close of the year. The death 
rate was 16°95 per cent. to cases treated. 

126. The numbers treated in this hospital were considerably in 
excess of those admitted in 1880, and it is found that the majority, 
and these the worst cases, are estate coolies, who are often only 
admitted to hospital to die. 

127. The hospital accommodation in Malacca is not sufficient 
for requirements, and very considerable alterations and extensions 
are now being undertaken ; while, to meet the special wants of the 
estate coolies, it is proposed to build next year district hospitals 
in the near neighbourhood of the larger estates. 


Leper Asylums, 


128. Singapore-—Of 194 cases treated, 40 were discharged, Singapore. 
23 were transferred to the Leper Asylum at Pulau Jerajah, 
Penang, 35 died (giving a per-centage of mortality of 18°04), 60 
absconded and 36 remained under treatment at the end of the 
year. It is proposed, when the Pulau Jerajah buildings have 
been sufficiently extended, to concentrate all the lepers at Pulau 
- Jerajah. 

129. Penang.—One hundred and eleven (111) cases were Penang. 

treated. Two were discharged, in 15 cases death occurred, 2 
were transferred, 1 absconded, and 91 remained under treatment. 
These figures give a per-centage of deaths to cases treated of 
13:51—a low rate, due to the fact that the lepers received from 
Singapore were in a better state of health than those usually 
admitted from outside. 

130. Malacca.—The asylum at Pulau Serimbun was cleared in Malacea. 
November 1881, and the patients transferred to Pulau Jerajah, 
Penang. 

Lunatic Asylum, Singapore. 


131. In this hospital, 227 males and 34 females—total 261 Lunatic 
cases—were treated during the year. Of these, 68 were discharged, #sylum. 
13 absconded, 35 died, and 145 remained under treatment at the 
end of the year. The inmates of this asylum are very seldom 
placed under restraint. 

132. The medical authorities do not consider that this hospital 
is built on a healthy site, and recommend the construction of a 
new lunatic asylum. 

Lock Hospitals. 


133. Singapore.—Kight thousand seven hundred and ninety- Singapore. 
five (8,795) prostitutes “all nationalities,’ were examined during 
the year, and of these the admissions to hospital were 4:8 per 
cent. Of the “strictly Chinese” class, 10,317 were examined, 
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with 10:3 per cent. of admission, In 1880 the examinations and 
admissions were as follows: “ All nationalities,’ 7,183, with 5-9 
per cent. admissions; “strictly Chinese,” 6,700, with 22°1 per 
cent. admissions. Fourteen thousand seven hundred and thirty- 
nine (14,739) licenses were granted. 

134. There were no deaths in this hospital. 

135. Penang.—The total number of examinations was 13,000, 
and of these 1,175 were admitted to hospital, giving 9 per cent. 
of admissions, with 68 cases remaining from the previous year. 
The total number treated was 1,243. Twelve thousand two hun- 
dred and ten (12,210) licenses were issued. 

136. No deaths occurred. 

137. Malacea—Kight thousand seven hundred and seventy- 
seven (8,777) examinations were held in Malacca, and 95 women 
were admitted to hospital, or 1:08 per cent. 

138. There were no deaths, 


Vaccination. 


139. Two thousand five hundred and fifty-two (2,552) cases 
were vaccinated in Singapore, of which 1,575 were successful. 
In Penang 3,143 cases were operated upon, and in 1,643 with 
success. In Province Wellesley 830 cases proved successful out 
of 1,863 vaccinated ; while in Malacca 1,669 cases were vacci- 
nated, and in 1,117 of these the operation proved successful. 
There are great complaints that the lymph received here from 
England loses its virtue, and thus the vaccination fails in such 
a large ‘number of cases. Another system to procure better 
results is being tried. 


Quarantine. 


140. No vessel arrived during the year with any infectious 
disease on board. 


Out-Door Dispensary. 


141. An out-door dispensary was opened in Singapore towards 
the close of the year. 


Temperature and Rainfail. 


142. The average temperature of this year was 80°8° F’., and 
the mean rainfall of various stations 92:29. 


Immigration. 


143. Indian.—During the year 879 immigrants from India 
arrived in Penang, as against 1,191 in 1880. Of these, 729 were 
men and 150 women. There were 159 dependants. 

144. The percentage of women shows an increase of 1 per 
cent. over the previous year. 

145. Free passengers, or rather immigrants not under the 
Ordinance, to the number of 5,769, landed in the Colony, while 
5,269 left it to return to their country. 
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146. There are now 11 estates in Province Wellesley employing — Srrarrs 
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immigrant labour, and on the 1st January 1881 there were S®T?-rments. 


employed 2,487 coolies under the Ordinance, and 2,315 not so 
protected. The percentage of deaths for all the estates was 3°68. 

147. Chinese.—There were 90,271 Chinese immigrants eX- chinese immi- 
amined on board vessels on their arrival at Singapore, as against gration. 
78,196 in 188u. Of these, 47,747 landed in Singapore, and 
42,056 in Penang; the numbers for the preceding year being 
46,744 and 30,886 respectively. 

148. In Singapore 11,522, and in Penang 20,794, were ad- 
mitted into the licensed depdts. These figures show an increase 
in the former settlement of 2,891, and in the latter of 7,310. 

149. The numbers of ccolies arriving who had paid their own’ 
passages were 36,225 in Singapore, and 21,262 in Penang, giving 
a total of 57,487 for 1881, against a total of 55,515 in 1880. : 

150. The number of women who arrived in the Colony was 
3,065, of whom 2,067 landed in Singapore and 998 in Penang. 

151. In Singapore 13,4380 contracts of labour, and in Penang Contracts of 
19,043, were entered into. Of these, 2,376 were for labour in Labour. 
the former Settlement, and 6,939 in Penang and Province 
Wellesley. The rest were contracts to work in other countries 
outside this Colony, 11,503 being for Dutch colonies, and 6,064 
for the protected Native states. 

152. The new Chinese Immigration Ordinance, No. IV. of Ordinance. 
1880, came into operation during the year, and presents greater 
facilities to the Protector of Chinese, whose annual report is, on 
the whole, very satisfactory. 

153. It will be seen from the figures above given that the Chinese 
emigration from the Colony to other countries has largely increased, ¢™igration. 
and this is especially the case from Penang. 


Lighthouses. 


154. A new light ship, the /ormosa, built in Hong Kong at a Lightship 
cost of $50,000, was placed on the Formosa Bank on the 21st “ Fermosa.” 
December 1881. 

155. The light is white, flashing, 38 feet above the water, and 
is of the first order of floating lights, visible from the deck of a 
ship at 10 miles distance. 

156. The lights constructed and maintained by this Colony now Straits lights. 

comprise the following :—Harbouar lights at Singapore, Penang, 
and Malacca; the Horsburgh, 33 miles E 3} N. from Singapore ; 
Ithe Raffles, 13 miles S.W. ¢ S. from Singapore; the Formosa 
ight ship anchored in lat. 1° 45’ 30” N., and long. 102° 49’ 0” E. ; 
Pulau U ndan, a third order white flashing light on an island 10 
miles S.E. by 5S. from Malacca (this light is 155 feet above the 
sea, visible at 20 miles distance); Cape Rachado light, 28 miies 
N.W. by W. 3 W. from Malacca; and tiie North Sands Screw 
Pile lighthouse. 

157. A lighthouse is now in course of construction on Muka Muka Head 
Head, the north headland of the island of Penang, which will 85+ 
light up the Deep Water Channel tou Penang Roads, 
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158. Without considering the original cost of construction, the 
expenses of maintaining these lighthouses during 1881 amounted 
to $16,014, while $50,490 were received from light dues. 


Population. 


159. The numbers of births registered show an increase of 1,069 
over the year 1880, the figures being 6,002 in 1881, and 4,933 
in the former year. 

160. In 1881, the deaths registered amounted to 9,555 as 
against 8,240 in 1880, giving an increase of 1,315. 

161. These figures must not be regarded as accurate, as the 
registration of births still works unsatisfactorily but the matter is 
still engaging the attention of Government, and it is hoped that, 
with the further measures about to be adopted, greater accuracy 
will be secured. 

162. A census of the inhabitants of the Colony was taken in 
1881, the result of which, as well as a comparison with the census 
of 1871, is shown in the following tables :-— 


Singapore. 
Census of 1871. Census of 1881. 
Naiousitica. .— Oh oS Le ee 
| Male. | Female. | Total. Male. | Female. | Total. 

Europeans - - 1,528 418 1,946 2,207 562 2,769 
Eurasians - - 1,068 1,101 2,164 1,509 1,585 3,094 
Malays - . 10,059 9,211 19,270 11,471 10,684 22,155 
Chinese - . 47,104 7,468 54,572 72,571 14,195 86,766 
Indians - . 9,492 1,948 11,440 9,619 2,439 12,058 
Other Nationalities* 5,102 2,617 7,719 8,046 4,320 12,366 | 

Total - 74,348 22,768 97,111 105,423 33,785 139,208 
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Penang Island, Province Wellesley and the Dindings. 


Census of 1871. Census of 1881. 
Nationalities. §_ | -—___ —————————— ———_——_— | ————__  cm 
Male. | Female. | Total. Male. | Female. | Total. 

Europeans - - 289 144 433 565 109 674 
Eurasians - - 644 739 1,388 751 846 1,597 
Malays - - 35,570 34,963 70,533 42,560 42,212 84,772 
Chinese - - 30,347 6,214 36,561 55,313 12,507 67,820 
Indians - - 13,943 4,470 18,413 20,337 6,699 27,036 
Other Nationalities* 8,356 2,551 5,907 4,679 4,019 8,698 

Total - 84,149 49,081 133,230 124,205 66,392 190,597 


* These include :—Armenians, Aborigines of the Peninsula, Achinese, Africans, Anamese 
Arabs, Boyanese, Bugis, Burmese, Dyaks, Japanese, Javaense, Jawi Pekan, Jews, Manilamen. 
Parsees, Persians, Siamese, and Singhalese. 


HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 167 
Malacca. 
Census of 1871. Census of 1881. 
Nationalities. 

Male. | Female. | Total. Male. | Female. | Total. 

Europeans - - 81 19 50 81 9 40 
Eurasians - - 1,056 1,169 2,225 1,075 1,138 2,213 
Malays - - 28,165 29,372 57,537 82,784 84,729 67,518 
Chinese - - 9,876 8,606 13,482 15,721 4,020 19,741 
Indians - * 1,946 1,831 8,277 1,148 743, 1,891 
Other Nationalities* 862 323 1,185 1,800 881 2,181 
Total - 41,936 35,820 77,756 52,059 41,520 93,579 


* These include :—Armenians, Aborigines of the Peninsula, Achinese, Africans, Anamese, 
Arabs, Boyanese, Bugis, Burmese, Dyaks, Japanese, Javanese, Jawi Pekan, Jews, Manilamen, 
Parsees, Persians, Siamese, and Singhalese. 


Census of the whole Colony. 
| 


1871. 1881. 
Males. | Females. | Total. Males. | Females. | Total. 
200,433 107,664 808,097 281,687 141,697 423,384 


163. The increase in population since the last census, 1871, is 
as follows:—Singapore, 43°3 per cent.; Penang 43 per cent. ; 
Malacca, 20°3 per cent. On the whole Colony, an increase of 
37°4 per cent. 


164. The floating population was as follows :— 


— 1871. | L881. ee 
Singapore - - 407 670 
Penang ~ - 66 133 
Malacca - - _ 8 
Total - 473 811 Increase 338, or 77°1 
per cent. 
Establishments. 
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165. The department of the Registrar-General was abolished, Registrar 
and its duties divided between the Chinese Protectorate and the General. 


Medical Department. 
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166. The following promotions and appointments were effected 
on the fixed establishments. They are given in the order of date 
in which they were made :— 


(1.) Mr. E. S. Stevens, Assistant Superintendent of Police, 
Singapore. 

(2.) Mr. A. M. Skinner, Auditor-General. 

(3.) The Venerable Archdeacon Hose, Bishop of Singapore and 
Sarawak. 

(4.) Mr. F. A. Swettenham, Asssistant Colonial Secretary. 

(5.) Mr. A. P. Talbot, Second Assistant Colonial Secretary. 

(6.) Mr. C. W. S. Kynnersley, Frst Magistrate, Penang. 

(7.) Mr. A. W. V. Cousins, Second Magistrate, Singapore. 

(8.) Mr. J. A. Harwood, Registrar of the Supreme Court, 
Penang. 

(9.) The Rev. T. Meredith, Colonial Chaplain. 

(10.) Mr. F. Powell, Assistant Protector of Chinese, Singapore. 


167. ‘Ihe under-mentioned gentlemen were appointed to be 
cadets in the Civil Service of this Colon ’, viz., Messrs. H. A. 
Thompson, H. T. Haughton, W. Portley, and G. C. Wray, and 
they arrived on the Ist January, 1882. 


General. 


168. In concluding this report, attention may fairly be drawn 
to the continued prosperity and progress of the Colony. The 
population during the past ten years has been shown to have in- 
creased 37 per cent., and this is not to be attributed, as might 
perhaps have been expected, solely to a larger amount of immigra- 
tion from China and elsewhere, but is due also to the considerable 
increase of about 27,000 persons, or 26 per cent., among the 
Malay population in the different Settlements. Then, too, the 
volume of trade has grown, including imports and exports, to the 
value of $172,785,620, equivalent to about 34,557,1241., while ten 
years ago the corresponding returns of trade show the value to 
have been $107,824,262, or 21,584,8527. And although there 
was a slight falling off last year in the exports, owing to the state 
of affairs in Acheen, there is no doubt that, as the Native states 
continue to develop their resources, the export returns of the 
Colony must show a marked expansion of trade. 

169. Or, again, as further signs of progress, it is only necessary 
to look to the increased revenue, The principal source is 
to be found under the head of licenses, namely, the opium and 
spirit farms, and although they were let for three years at the 
same annual charge from Ist J anuary, 1880, yet the total revenue 
of the Colony for 1881 was better by $72,520 than in 1880, the 
increase being derived chiefly from land, 

170. The Government has not failed to avail itself of this pros- 
perous condition of the Colony. A large number of public im- 
provements have been undertaken, and more are in course of 
preparation. The public departments are being strengthened 
where most needed. Sanitation, which carries with it great 
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expenditure, is receiving much attention. 


dealt with by means of a re-organised police force. 
it may be reported, that the material prosperity of the Colony is 
beneficially affecting all classes, and that the promise of the future 
is as full of hope as the retrospect of the past is satisfactory. 


Native States. 


171. The Blue Book contains no returns from the Malay States Native states. 
of Perak, Selangor, and Sungei Ujong, but as they are under 
British protection, and administered with the advice of British 
residents immediately responsible to the 
Colony the following tables of revenue and expenditure may be of 


interest :— 


Revenue. 
States. | 1877. | 1878. | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. 
£ £ £ £ £ 
Perak - - - 812,875 328,608 388,372 582,496 692,861 
Selangor - - 226,853 189,897 184,387 215,614 235,227 
Sungei Ujong - - 97,574 75,898 76,631 83,799 97,665 
Total - 637,302 594,403 649,390 | 881,909 1,025,753 
Expenditure. 
Perak. Selangor. Sungei Ujong. 
Re- Re- 
a Expen- eed pee Expen- | P@y- | Total | pynen-| Pay: | Total 
diture of Sel aii diture a Pe diture. mere Pay- 
t ents fe) ments. 
e Debts. Debts. 
£ £ £& £ £ £ £ £& £ 

1877 - - | 282,511 10,200 | 292,711 | 163,370 | 68,721 | 232,091 | 84,395 12,943 | 97,338 
1878 - - | 268,379 23,094 | 291,473 | 159,357 | 28,267 | 187,624 | 70,831 5,971 | '76,802 
1879 - - | 296,455 | 74,252 | 869,707 | 149,487 | 36,242 | 185,729 | 59,425 | 15,826 | 75,252 
1880 - - | 378,698 | 148,297 | 521,995 | 158,105 | 44,701 | 202,806 | 70,642 6,500 | 77 142 
1881 - - | 496,956 | 155,982 | 652,988 | 188,377 | 46,006 | 234,383 | 64,019 9,449 | 73,468 


Nor8.—The re-payments of debts include, in Perak and Selangor, sums due to private 
individuals as well as to this Government. In Sungei Ujong the re-payments arise out of debts 


due to this Government only. 


169 


Crime, though far from 
being as yet under such control as it shonld be, is being seriously Serrremxnrs. 


(Signed) Croit C. Smirx, 
Colonial Secretary, 
Straits Settlements. 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
Singapore, 14th July 1882. 


On the whole 


Government of this 


Expenditure. 
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No. 13 


The Actine LinvureNANT-GOVERNOR, Penang, to the 
COLONIAL SECRETARY, Straits Settlements. 


Lieutenant-Governor’s Office, Penang, 
SIR, April 28, 1882. 

I wave the honour to transmit the statistical returns of 
this Settlement for the year 1881, and for the convenience of 
reference I have taken up the subjects in the same order as in the 
last annual report. 

2. One of the principal events of the year was the census taking 
of the Colony, the returns for Penang showing a resident popula- 
tion of :— 


Nationality. Male. Female. 

Europeans - - - - - 565 109 
Armenians - . - - - ig 15 
Jews - - - - - 19 13 
Eurasians~ - > - - - yop 846 
Chinese . - - - - 55,313 12,507 
Malays - - - - - 42,563 42,212 
Tamils - = - P - 19,210 5,963 
Jawi Pekans* and other Races - ~ 5,767 4,727 

Grand Total of Inhabitants - 124,205 66,392 


3. The trade of the Settlement has been fairly satisfactory 
throughout the year. I am informed, by those best able to judge, 
that piece goods have been in better inquiry than usual, and that 
other imports were up to the average; also that the bazaar 
generally has been in a healthy condition. 

4. A great advance took place in the value of tin in the month 
of November, and large profits were made, the price of the metal 
quickly advancing from $28 to $33 per picul of 1334 lbs. English, 
but there is nothing to indicate as yet that this is stimulating 
production to any marked degree. 

5. In consequence of this active business in tin, money was in 
very full demand. 

6. Trade with Sumatra was slightly better, and fewer com- 
plaints have been made by east coast traders since the withdrawal 
of certain restrictions by the Dutch, which his Excellency the 
Governor was instrumental in effecting. 


* Jawi Pekans are a class of Malays by intermarriage with natives of India, 
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7. Perhaps a more important feature to be noticed is the greatly- 
increasing cultivation of sugar by Chinese, both in Province 
Wellesley and in the Kurau district, and also the re-introduction 
of the nutmeg tree into the island, which is again being exten- 
sively cultivated in the district of Balik Pulau, chiefly through 
the enterprise of Mr. Koh Seang Tat. ‘There are also indica- 
tions of what may turn out to be a thriving industry in the 
cultivation of pepper by a colony of Achinese, who have settled 
down on jand in Province Wellesley. 

8. Annexed (Appendix No. 1) is an interesting paper on the 
agriculture of the Settlement, prepared by Mr. F. G. Penney, 
the coliector of land revenue, at my request. 

9. It will be gathered from this, that some of the Chinese of 
the trading class are applying their acquisitions to agriculture ; 
and here [ may appropriately add that it would be advantageous 
to the general good were the Government to continue its action 
in the way of forest conservancy and planting. 

10. In view of the increased cultivation of sugar under European 
and native agency, I thought it would be both interesting and 
profitable to obtain some knowledge of the description of cane 
now being planted, and to Mr. Vermont, of Batu Kawan, I am 
indebted for the information which is given in Appendix No. 2. 
It will be observed that we now depend for planting chiefly on 
imported canes, though the Selangor cane, which is indigenous 
to the Peninsula, is again slightly in demand. 

11. By way of summary for the year, it may be said that the 
Settlement has continued to advance in material prosperity. 

12. The revenue has increased, and both trade and agriculture 
have improved. 

13. Public works on a more extended scale than usual have 
been carried out, and designs for a reclamation in front of the 
town, and for a reservoir for the water supply have been prepared. 

14. The municipality has given greater attention to town 
drainage, and has set apart a large portion of the rates to procure 
an iron market from home. 

15. The police force has been materially strengthened, and 
most of the police stations on the Island have been connected 
by the telephone. A cable has already been laid down connecting 
Province Wellesley with the Island, and shortly the whole of the 
police stations of the Settlement will be in communication with 
the central station in Penang. Magistrates’ courts are now 
opened in the south of the Island and at Kubang Semang, in 
Province Wellesley. 

16. An open space, convenient to the town, has been placed 
at the disposal of Government by one of the principal inhabitants, 
and this is being now laid out as a public garden for the health 
and recreation of the townspeople. A town band is also being 
set on foot by public subscription. Arrangements are also being 
made to secure land for a botanical garden at the foot of the hill 
near the waterfall. 
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17. The public library has been largely added to during the 

year. 
18. In the town proper, extensive building operations have 
been carried out, and perhaps the greatest improvement yet made 
in cur street architecture is about to be effected in a block of 
buildings in Beach Street. 

19. In a word, progress has marked the year, and all classes of 
the inhabitants are sensible of the happy results that have been 
brought about by his Excellency the Governor's long residence 
in this part of the Colony, and his exact acquaintance with its 
various requirements. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. F. A. McNair, 
Major, R.A., 
Acting Lieutenant-Governor. 


Colonial Revenue and Expenditure. 


1. It is satisfactory to be enabled to record that the finances of 
the Settlement continue to be in a prosperous condition. The 
comparative statement of the Revenue and Expenditure for 1880 
and 1881, drawn up by Mr. G. Norris, the Assistant Treasurer, 
shows that the net increase in 1881 amounted to $6,744. These 
figures do not include receipts or expenditure received or defrayed 


by the Crown agents. 
2. The principal items of increase in the Revenue were under 


the heads of :— * 


C. 

I. Land Revenue - - ~2;308 75 
II. Stamps - - - 6,496 62 
III. Port and Harbour dues -. j,124£ 49 
IV. Postage - - - 2,186 00 


3. The increase in the stamps is ascribed chiefly to larger 
transactions in land. 

4. The new Stamp Ordinance was only brought into operation 
on the lst September, and although the duties on bonds, bills 
of sale and conveyances have been greatly reduced under the 
Ordinance, the receipts from revenue stamps in 1881 exceeded 
that for 1880 by $4,173.98, and that for 1879 by $12,105.43. 

5. During the year 1880, two stamp agencies were opened in 
Province Wellesley, to afford increased facilities to the public 
and during 1881 two more were added, one at Bukit Mertajam 
and one at Bukit Tengah. 

6. Attention will be drawn to the remaining items of increase 
under the heads to which they severally belong. 
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Municipal Revenue and Expenditure. 


7. The returns furnished by Mr. D. ©. Presgrave, the 
secretary to the Municipal Commissioners, show a slight diminu- 
tion in the revenue of the municipality during the year, but this, 
the secretary reports, will be fully made up in 1882. 

8. Part of the decrease is accounted for from the fact that the 
collection on the town house rates was affected by removals from 
Caulia Street to Campbell Street, whereby the assessment for the 
second half of the year on Chulia Street houses was lost, and 
the assessment on the Campbell Street houses will not fall due 
till 1882. 

9. The rates on houses in Province Wellesley had, however, 
risen from $5,031.46 in 1880 to $10,020.48, which was due, in 
a great measure, to more vigilance on the part of the collectors. 

10. In view of an anticipated expenditure in the erection of 
a new market for the town, it became the duty of the Municipal 
Commissioners to economize expenditure as much as possible 
during the year, which resulted in a balance at the close of it 
of $21,659.50. 

11. By a judicious outlay of the funds at their disposal the 
commissioners were able, notwithstanding, to undertake certain 
works of public utility, such as re-cementing the town drains, 
raising the esplanade, and commencement of a road round the fort, 
improvements in Light Street, the purchase of a crane to afford 
facilities in landing and shipping cargo, and the extension of 
street lighting, chiefly in Northam Road and Campbell Street. 
They were also able to purchase lamps and chairs for the Town 
Hall as agreed upon in 1880. 

12. In order to obtain reliable statistics of the mortality of 
the Settlement, the commissioners also set on foot a system of 
registration, which is being carried out by a staff of clerks under 
the secretary. 

13. The roads, water supply, and conservancy of the town have 
been effectively maintained throughout the year. 


Imports and Exports. 


14, Attached is a comparative statement,* drawn up by the 
Harbour Department, of the imports and exports of the Settlement 
for the years 1880 and 1881. These returns show a marked 
increase this year of $771,214 under the head of imports, but a 
decrease of $3,832,775 under exports. 

15. Annexed are also tables* which I have had prepared 
showing the principal articles of imports and exports since 1870, 
and a comparative statement* showing the declared value of the 
commerce of the port since 1867. 

16. The chief advance in the import trade is from the Malayan 
Peninsula, which in 1880 was declared at a value of $1,821,159, 


* Not printed. 
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and has now reached the sum of $4,096,650, being an increase of 
$2,275,491. The greater part of this increase is, however, due to 
the returns for this year being made to include, under the Malay 
peninsula, ports tributary to Siam, which, last year, were included 
in the returns for Siam proper. The export trade to the peninsula 
has also increased, which is satisfactory. 

17. There is a considerable decrease, however, in the import 
trade with Siam. The returns of 1880 showed the value of the 
trade at $2,269,384, which in 1881 reached only, $10,016, or a 
falling off of $2,259,368, but part of this is also due to alterations 
in the returns as referred to above. 

18. The value of the import trade from the British Colonies 
was, however, quoted at $1,355,523 in advance of last year. 

19. The imports from Sumatra are less by $430,686 than last 
year, and the exports still show a falling off of $1,070,149, or a 
total reduction in the import and export trade with Sumatra of 
$1,500,835, as against $3,479,575 last year The decrease in the 
tobacco trade with this port is due chiefly to the fact that most of 
it is now shipped direct to Singapore. 

20. The decrease in the imports of pepper and areca nuts from 
Sumatra is significant, as indicating that the trade may be passing 
out of the hands of our merchants, 

21. The large decrease in the imports of coals is accounted 
for by a large quantity being taken direct to depéts in Acheen. 

22. The imports from the United Kingdom for the year 
amounted to $3,295,360, and the exports to $2,448,857, which is 
somewhat less than for 1880. Trade generally, however, has 
improved. | 

23. The import and export of opium has been steadily on the 
increase with the augmentation in the number of our Chinese 
population from year to year. 


Shipping and Harbour Department. 


24. In his comparative statement of revenue the harbour master 
shows an increase of $1,611.12 over last year, which is chiefly due 
to an addition to the fees in the Marine Magistrate’s Court, 
and for surveying passenger ships and steam vessels, There is a 
slight diminution in shipping fees, however which is to be ac- 
counted for from the decrease in sailing vessels, | 

25. It is satisfactory to notice, that the fees for registering 
fishing boats have increased during the year, no fewer than 
2,500 boats having been registered, 

26. With regard to the shipping returns, there is an increase of 
14,872 tons inwards, and 14,330 tons outwards, due to further 
steam communication. In native shipping there is, however, a 
further falling off. 

27. During the year, a new harbour light has been exhibited 
from Fort Cornwallis. It isa fourth order fixed red light, and the 
focal plane is 60 feet above sea level. 
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28. The consiruction of a road to Muka Head and levelling of 
the site for the new lighthouse there has been proceeded with, and 
the building should be erected during 1882. 

29. The buoys and beacons have been kept up in good order 
throughout the year. 

30. Captain Fox reports on the advantage to the port of the 
Prye dock. Forty-one vessels were docked there during the 
year, of an aggregate tonnage of 11,025. He also states that the 
communication between Penang and Province Wellesley continues 
to be maintained satisfactorily by steam-launches belonging to 
private companies. 

Land. 

31. I have already shown, under the head of Colonial revenue 
and expenditure, that the increase under land revenue amounted, 
for the year, to $2,303 75. 

32. Annexed is a tabular statement* drawn up by Mr. F. G. 
Penney, collector of Land Revenue, showing the various items 
of revenue and the excess or deficiency as compared with the 
estimates of the year. ; 

33. It will be seen that the most satisfactory advance has been 
under the head of land rents. The sum collected in 1881— 
$38,661 92—is $13,661 92 above the estimates, and $7,190 73 
over the total taken for 1880. 

34. The sums received from quit rents have steadily progressed 
from the year 1878, when they stood at $22,427 17. In 1881 
they reached the sum of $38,661 92. As evidence of the progress 
of the Settlement in this respect, it should be stated that in 1870 
the amount received on this account was only $6,292 92. 

35. In these later figures, there is, no doubt, a fair proportion 
of arrears which have been long outstanding, and are now being 
regularly collected. The assistance given by his Excellency the 
Governor in the addition to the staff of process servers has greatly 
helped to this result, but I may fairly add that much is also due 
to the increased exertion on the part of the officers of the Depart- 
ment. 

36. District maps have been supplied during the year to the 
notice servers, and a more rapid collection of rents may be 
anticipated. 

37. The year 1881, as stated by the collector of Land Revenue, 
was one of great activity in the land market, the nominal value of 
property registered being as follows :— 


Total Value registered} Total Value actually 


in 1881. transferred in 1881. 
g e 8 c. 
Penang = - - ~ 1,336,425 57 1,003,627 59 
Province Wellesley - - 372,878 09 68,745 09 


1,433 transfers being registered by Malays and 474 by Chinese. 


* Not printed. 
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Post Office, 


38. The receipt and transmission of letters, books, and papers 
through the post office has, owing to the addition to our popula- 
tion and the general progress of the place, continued to show 
a steady advance. 

39. Of letters received, there was an increase of 11,838, of 
books 716, and papers 2,427; of those despatched 9,901, 215, 
and 6,882, respectively. 

40. I annex the annual statement* which was drawn up by 
Captain Fox, R.N.R., who officiated for Mr. Anson, the post- 
master, for the greater part of the year. 

41. There is also a slight increase in the number of Chinese 
coolie letters, but not enough to justify the belief that the Chinese 
as yet put full confidence in our postal system. 

42, Improvements have been made during the year in the 
postal communication between Penang and Province Wellesley, 
and as pillar boxes are shortly to be introduced, it is hoped that a 
farther convenience will be afforded to the public. Improved 
arrangements are in course of being carried out for the sale of 
postage stamps equally with revenue stamps in various parts of 
the Province. 

43. A money order system between this Settlement and India 
was introduced early in this year for the convenience of the natives 
of India residing in the Colony. 


Indian Immigration. 


44, Fewer immigrants have been received during this year than 
the last, the figures being 1,191 and 879 respectively. The num- 
ber of free passengers, however, show a marked increase of 2,014 
over the previous year. The number of indentured immigrants 
on all the estates at the close of the year was 2,314. 

45. Desertions from the estates still continue at too high a per- 
centage, as many as 414 coolies absconded during the year, and 
only 252 were arrested. No doubt that when immigration to 
the native states is approved we may look for a diminution in 
those numbers. 

46. On the Governor paying a visit to the Butterworth Hospital 
in Province Wellesley in the month of July, certain coolies 
belonging to the Batu Kawan estate made complaints to his 
Excellency of ill-treatment. On this coming to the knowledge of 
the manager of the estate, he remonstrated, and asked for an in- 
quiry, which his Excellency was pleased to grant, and to direct the 
assembly of a Commission. 

47. The Commission was instructed to inquire, not only into the 
special instances reported, but into any cases of alleged ill-treat- 
ment, and generally into matters affecting the interests of the 
coolies and their employers. 
eee i a eee 

* Not printed 
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48. In November the Commission gave in their report, which 
went to show that on the Batu Kawan estate there existed a 
spirit of discontent, due to several causes which the Commissioners 
pointed out, but that, on the whole, the estates throughout the 
province were generally well regulated, and the condition of the 
Indian immigrants such as to leave no reasonable ground for 
complaint. 

49. During seven months of the year, the Protector of Indian 
immigrants was absent on leave in Europe, and his duties were 
performed by. Mr, U. Bruce and Mr. Evans, the inspector. 


Chinese. Immigration and Emigration. 


50. The disposition on the part of the Chinese to emigrate to 
the Straits Settlements continues in full force, as many as 42,056 
immigrants’ having arrived at this Settlement alone during the 
past year. 

51. In 1880 there were 30,886, and in. 1879 21,910. 

52. These immigrants may be annually apportioned very much 


as follows:— ~ 


Emigrate to Sumatra - - - 8,000 
To the Native States - - - 4,000 
To Siamese territory - - - .1,500 
To British Colonies, Rangoon and Calcutta 1,500 
Return to China - - - - 7,000 
Remain in the Settlement i - 9,000 


53. The Protectorate Department, under Mr. E. Karl’s 
management, has been fully occupied during the year, and the 
staff bas been increased, 6,939 contracts for labour within the 
Colony, and 12,104 for Jabour without it, were entered into, 
showing an excess over last year of 5,094. 

54. It may be interesting to note that Sinkhehs, or newly-arrived 
immigrants, who are engaged as labourers in the Colony— 


a. Bind themselves to work 360 full days ; 

b. The 360 days are not necessarily consecutive days ; 

c. Their wages vary from $30 to $48 per annum; 

'd, Out of their wages, $18 to $2] per annum are deducted for 
passage money from China and other petty expenses; 

e, They are fed by their employers ; ; 

ff, They receive a free grant of a mosquito curtain, a bambu hat, 

2 pairs of breeches, 2 towels and a pair of clogs to start 
with. 

55, Sinkhehs who emigrate to Sumatra from this Port for em- 
ployment on tobacco estates enter into a somewhat different 
engagement :— 

a. The period of engagement is one year. 

b. Advances are made to cover cost of their passage money, 
ranging from $21 to $22, and a sum of $8 to $9 is paid 
into their hands on signing the contract. 
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ce. They grow their own tobacco. 

d. They feed themselves, provision money being advanced to 
them by their employers. 

e. When employed in the sorting sheds, they receive 16 to 20 
cents a day extra. 

f. They sell their crop to their employer, and if after deducting 
advances the balance is in their favour, they may quit 
the estate even before the expiration of their -year’s 
engagement. 


56. The encouragement to immigrate to these Settlements is, 
therefore, very great, and there is abundant field for employment. 

57. A word as to secret societies. Mr. Karl reports that 2,417 
new members were registered, and that the six secret societies here 
number 46,795 members. 

58. With the single exception of a trifling dispute between the 
Ghee Hoks and Ghee Hins at Balik Pulau, the conduct of the 
societies has been most orderly throughout the year. 


Education. 


59. The annual report sent to me by Mr. Sneyd Kynnersley, 
the Acting Superintendent of Education, gives, upon the whole, 
an encouraging account of the progress of education in the 
Settlement during the year. : 

60. Penang Free School.— Mr. G. Griffin, head master, 
Mr. J. B. Kuays, acting. Two trained masters arrived from 
England in March, and the beneficial result of this addition to 
the teaching staff was commented upon by the Inspector, Mr. 
E. C. Hill, in the following terms :—“ This yearly increase in the 
“ per-centage of passes (viz., 66 as avainst 64 in 1880) no doubt 
“ represents an improvement in the condition of the school, the 
“ result probably of the action taken by the committee in 
“ strengthening, by the appointment of certificated teachers, their 
‘ teaching staff, which now comprises five European masters.” 

61. The average enrolment for the year was 622, and the 
attendance averaged 461. 

62. A Government elementary school was opened during the 
year, and will, no doubt, be a valuable feeder to the free school. 

63. Christian Brothers’ School.— Brother Aloysius, head 
master. 

This school showed good results during the year. 

64. The average number enrolled was 246, against 192 in 1880, 
and the average attendance 211. 

65. The number on the list on the 31st October was 265. 

66. At the inspection the number of pupils examined was 140, 
and the per-centage of passes 74 as against 67 in 1880. 

67. Three boys were sent to Singapore in December to compete 
for the Government scholarships. One, from illness, was unable 
to go up for examination, but the other two obtained the third 
and sixth places respectively. 
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68. A new wing was completed to the school buildings, and 
the accommodation is now complete. 


69. Government Branch English School for Boys.— Mr- 


J. L. Greene, master. 

This school was opened on the 26th September under the 
revised rules for English schools dated 31st January 1879. 

70. On the 31st of December, through the exertions of the 
master, the number of scholars rose to 50, and they are likely to 
increase. 

71. The average daily attendance has been 26:9. 

72. The average age of children 10 years. 

73. The boys are nearly all Chinese, and are taught English 
through the medium of Malay. 

74. Province Wellesley Estate Schools.—The education in these 
Tamil and English schools is entirely under the management of 
the Rev McD. Courtney, M.A., of the Society for the Propaga- 
tion of the Gospel. The Government, while acknowledging that 
missionary effort had done a great deal, is about to direct an 
examination to be held, with the view of making an annual grant 
to these schools. 

75. The schools are four in number, viz., at the following 
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estates :—Caledonia, Simpang Ampat, Bukit Tengah,and Prye, 


and will shortly be increased by another at Batu Kawan estate. 

76. Out of a possible number of 198 children who might 
attend school, 131 are actually enrolled, and the average daily 
attendance has been 69 during the year. The school on the Prye 
estate was first opened in 1879 by the late Hon. J. Lamb, and 
now numbers 44 on the rolls, and a daily attendance of 28. 

77. Vernacular Schools—The attendance at these schools in 
Penang for the year averaged 290, out of an average enrolment 
of 387, or about 75 per cent. The sums expended for vernacular 
schools in Penang and Province Wellesley were $5,329; $3,219 
of this was devoted to Penang, and $2,110 to Province Wellesley. 

78. Two new schools were opened in Penang during the year, 
and the average attendance in each has been 37. 

79. One trained student from the Malay College, Singapore, 
arrived here in February, and was placed as assistant teacher to 
the McCalister Road school in Penang. 

80. The attendance at the schools in Province Wellesley 
averaved 191, out of an average enrolment of 302, or 63 per cent. 
Two new schools ; one at Bagan Tuan Ketchil and the other at 
Pulau Mertajam, were opened during the year, the average 
attendance at which was 20 and 13 respectively. Two trained 
students from the Malay College, Singapore, arrived for duty in 
these schools. 

Ecclesiastical. 


. 81. No changes have taken place in this department during 


the year. 
82. In St. George’s Church, the Rev. J. Walker, Colonial 


chaplain, reports that the average attendance at the morning 
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service was 50, and the evening 162, and the greatest number 
that attended the two services together on any one day was 330. 

83. The bishop of the diocese visited the Settlement in the 
month of November, and admitted 12 candidates to confirmation. 

84. The Rev. McD. H. Courtney, M.A., reports that in Province 
Wellesley he holds divine service at 4 different stations. during the 
month, covering an extent of 25 miles. The hour of service is 
9 a.m., and on an average eight persons attend. 


Medical. 


85. The Senior Medical Officer reports that the general health 
of the Settlement may be characterised as fair. 

86. The rainfall for the last three years has been 122, 99, and 
101 inches, respectively. The mean daily maximum temperature 
for the year was 89° 8’, and the mean nightly temperature 75° 1’. 
The heaviest monthly rainfall for the year was in October, when 
21-54 inches fell. 

87. There have been a few cases of small-pox and beri-beri 
about the town, the former disease apparently introduced from 
the native territory north of the Muda River, and from Tongkah,* 
where it assumed an epidemic form. 

88. Dr. Hampshire, from his experience of this climate, inclines 
to the view that heat and dryness diminish mortality amongst a 
native population, whilst frequent or heavy rains increase the 
same. 


General Hospital. 


89. During the year, 74 Europeans and 787 natives were 
treated. Of the former 2 died, and of the latter 24. The works 
for the new general hospital have made vast progress during 
the latter part of the year, and the beds should be occupied by 
January, 1883. 


Pauper Hospital, 


90. The number of admissions during the year amounted to 
1,429, there being a daily average in the hospital of 223, Two 
new wards were completed during the year, giving accomn.oda- 
tion for 80 patients. 


Leper Hospital. 


91. At this hospital, which is situated on an island called Pulau 
Jerajah, and is 9 miles from Penang town, there were 64 admis- 
sions during the year, the average number in hospital daily being 
60°72. Of these, 15 died. Each patient has 1,237 cubic feet of 
air space, and they are all carefully tended by a resident apothe- 
cary and nurses. ‘The hospital is visited by the Senior Medical 
Officer once a week, and occasionally by the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor, 


* A Native State on the West coast of the Peninsula under Siamese rule, and 
situated in latitude-7° 51’ 12’ N. and longitude 98° 24’ E., about 200 miles north- 
ward of Penang. 
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92. In November, the numbers were augmented by transfers 
from Singapore and Malacca, it being decided by the Govern- 
ment to place all the lepers in the Colony in this hospital. 

93. A reservoir with a good supply of water has been com- 
pleted, and bath-houses have been built and water laid on for 
the convenience of the patients. 

94. Arrangements have been made to grow vegetables on the 
island, and fishing stakes have been purchased to secure an un- 
limited supply of fresh fish. 


Gaol Hospital. 
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95. The health of the prisoners has been very satisfactory all _ 


throughout the year, Out of 3,129 native prisoners under ob- 
servation, 4°99 was the average daily number in hospital, and 
only three cases of Europeans out of a total number of 64. 

96. There was one doubtful case of beri-beri. 

97. In the month of June, the prisoners received from Singa~ 
pore in 1880 were re-transferred to that Settlement. 

98. Under the Contagious Diseases Ordinance, 13,000 women 
were examined, and it should be noticed that new houses regis- 
tered under that Ordinance have been built in another quarter of 
the town, which, in a sanitary point of view, are an improvement. 

99, At the close of the year, there were 68 women in the Lock 


hospital. 
Vaccination. 


100. Under the head of vaccination, the Colonial surgeon is 
able to report that 3,143 children were operated upon, and that 
rather more than one half were perfect cases. He refers to the 
want of efficacy in the lymph received from Europe, and considers 
that it is affected by the high temperature to which it is subjected 
in transit, and proposes that it be brought out in the ice-rooms of 
the P. and O. vessels by which it is generally sent. The Govern- 
ment are making arrangements to have this carried out if 


possible. 
Province Wellesley. 


101. The admissions into the four Government hospitals at 
Butterworth, Bertam, Bukit Minyak, and Sungei Bakap under the 
charge of Dr. McClosky, Colonial Surgeon, during the year was 
1,711 against 1,587 in 1880; the deaths 155, against 90 in 1880, 
or a percentage of 9°05 as compared with 6°30 in 1880. The 
average daily sick in these hospitals was 108°38 in 1881 as against 
98°36 in 1880. 

102. Both small-pox and _beri-beri made their appearance 
during the year. The former broke out in a village named Ku- 
bang Serai in the Bukit Tengah sub-division. There were 67 
cases and 15 deaths. The disease towards the end of the year 
was dying out throughout Province Wellesley. Beri-beri first 
showed itself at a Chinese brick-kiln, in a village called Bagan 
Lalang, in the central division of Province Wellesley. Fourteen 
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cases were admitted into hospital from the disease, and two deaths 
were recorded. It also manifested itself in the Trans-Krian, and 
at Parit Buntar, close to our boundary. This disease was strictly 
confined to Chinese, and mostly among the young and unaccli- 
matized. It broke out after an unusual amount. of rain. The 
treatment first of all was isolation in a well ventilated building, 
a fair nitrogenous diet with stimulants (gin) in small quantities 
with diuretics, sudorifics, and occasional purgatives. Under this 
treatment cases progressed favourably. Amongst the Indian 
immigrants, the usual diseases: of diarrhoea and dysentery pre- 
vailed during the year. 

103. Vaccination in the province has been fairly well performed 
during the year. 1,863 cases were vaccinated, as compared with 
2,007 cases in 1880. ‘The average cost of each successful case is 
set down at 82 cents, and the cost of each case operated upon 
irrespective of failures was 39 cents, 


Judicial. 


104. Supreme Court.—It is not easy to arrive at an estimate 
of the amount of work performed in this Court, but I am able 
to give two explanatory returns* drawn up by Mr. J. A. Harwood 
the registrar. 

105. From the return No. 15 it will be seen that the number 
of actions commenced was 424, and the number still pending at 
the close of the year was 321. 

106. The following comparative table will also supply at a 
glance the number of cases entered in the Supreme Court during 
the last three years, showing on the whole no diminution in the 
numbers from year to year :— 


a. | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. 

Criminal cases - - - - 231 218 249 
Civil cases - - - - 459 367 424 
Interpleaders - - - - 25 28 16 
Ecclesiastical cases - - . 219 256 273 
Bankruptcy cases - - - 6 5 5 
Magistrates’ appeals - - - 4 ., 40 16 
Matters in lunacy - - - = a 1 

Total number of.cases - - 1,010 884 984. 


107. From the figures given in the returns, it will be noticed 
that there is always an accumulation of arrears, which is un- 
satisfactory. 

108. In regard to the registry, on the resignation of the office 
of registrar by Mr. Clutton on the 30th April, Mr. Kyshe, 
the deputy registrar, officiated until the arrival of Mr. J. A. 
Harwood in September. 

109. The attention of the Government was drawn during the 
year to the state of the office records, and by the aid of an increased 


* Not printed. 
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temporary staff, sanctioned by the Government, they are NOW gp uwenrs, 


being set in order. 

110. For a portion of the year, the Supreme Court held its 
sittings in the new post office to enable the court house to be 
repaired. 

111. Magistrates’ Courts, Penang.—During the year, 8,673 
cases were brought before the magistrates ; of these 5,910 were 
police cases, and 2,763 summons cases. The work in these courts 
is on the increase, as will be shown from the following com- 
parative table of cases prepared by Mr. Kynnersley, the first 
Magistrate :— 


pe | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. 
Day cases ” - - 5,574 5,464 5,910 
Summons cases - - _ 2,027 2,132 2,763 
Total - - = 7,601 7,596 8,673 


112. The number of cases committed for trial in the Supreme 
Court, and the number of persons implicated have been as 
follows :— 


eerste | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. 
Cases - - - a - 97 97 102 
Persons ” - - - 116 125 148 


113. In regard to the collection of fees, there is a considerable 
falllng off, owing to the reduction in the charge for processes, 
which came into operation in October, 1880. In 1880, they 
amounted to $4,194 10; this year the figures are $2,781 60. 

114, Magistrates’ Courts, Province Wellesley—The number of 
police and summons cases disposed of in the police courts in 
Province Wellesley was 3,881 as against 4,883, and the number 
of convictions was less by 1,049, than the previous year. 

115. Seventy-two (72) prisoners in 55 cases were committed 
for trial in the Supreme Court, showing a decrease of 45 as com- 
pared with the returns for 1880. 

116. It having been decided to discontinue the employment of 
police constables to serve police court writs, four process servers 
were appointed during the year. 

117. Courts of Requests, Penang.—This court holds two sittings 
a week, and is presided over alternately by the first and second 
magistrates. 
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118. The .work is here on the increase also, there being 353 
cases over last year. In the revenue derived from fees, the excess 
over last year was $634 20; the figures being $6,265 40 and 
$6,899 60, respectively. 

119. Courts of Requests, Province Wellesley—There was a 
considerable increase in the number of cases, as shown in the 
following return for the last three years, a large number of which 
were for recovery of quit-rents due to Government :— 


1879 - - - - 713 cases 

1880 ie =: =: os 718 99 

1881 _ - - - - 1,046 ,, 
Gaols. 


120. Discipline has been well maintained throughout the year, 
and the acting superintendant of prisons, Major Kerr of “ The 
Buffs,” reports favourably on all prison officers, 

121. The daily average. number in the criminal prison was 
351°39, and there is separate cell accommodation for 296. 

122. Of the 111 convicted in the Supreme Court during the 
year, there were 29 Malays and other natives of the Archipelago 
73 Chinese, and 9 Tamils, from a male population, by last census, 
of 42,573, 55,313,.and 19,210 respectively. . 

123. The health of the prisoners was very good. 

124. There were four deathy in hospital, one prisoner con- 
demned to death was duly executed, and one committed suicide 
in his cell. | 

125. Some of the prisoners were usefully employed without the 
walls stacking materials for the new hospitals, which are to be 
built immediately in front.of the prison. 

126. A full statistical gaol report will be found in the Blue 
Book, and a separate report now goes to the Secretary of State. 


Police. 


127. The peace of the Settlement has been well maintained 
throughout the year. The Chinese have given little, or no, 
trouble to the police, but the Red and. White Flag societies are 
reported by Superintendent R. Maxwell to have been as bad as 
ever. ‘The Legislature will shortly deal with these societies with 
the view to their suppression. 

128. Several serious crimes have, I regret to say, been com-. 
mitted during the year ; the most notable were :— : 

I.—A case of murder at Tanjong Tokong by Chinese. Two 
men were arrested, tried before the Supreme Court, 
but no conviction was obtained. The principal — 
subsequently died, under the belief that he was 
haunted by the ghost of the murdered man. 

IJ.—There was another case of murder near the Relau police 
station, the victim being a Chinese of over 60 years 
of age, who was strangled with a waist-belt by one 
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of his own. countrymen. The murderer escaped, but 
was arrested the next day with the property of the 
deceased upon him. He was tried at the June 
assizes and executed. 

T{I.—Another case of murder occurred in Province Wellesley. 
A Chinese labourer attacked his master with a hoe, 
and killed him. ‘The quarrel was about a few cents 
only. He has been sentenced to death. 

IY.—On the 14th July, a murder was committed at Sungei 
Kurauin Province Wellesley. A woman was stealing 


fruit from a tree, and was deliberately shot by one: 
Awang Ebrahim, the owner of the.ground. He has 


escaped to Kedah territory, and a reward is offered 
for his. apprehension: 

V.—There were two.cases of arson on the Batu Kawan Sugar 
Estate, Province Wellesley, and sentences of three 
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and five years rigorous imprisonment were accorded in... 


the Supreme Court. 


129. Gang robberies are reported to be on the decrease, and ° 


this is, no doubt, in a great part due to the fear of detection, 
owing to the introduction of telephonic communication. . 
130. At present, the new Central Station is in communication 


with Ayer Itam, Relau, Balik Pulau, Glugor, and Jelutong ; and - 


early in this year a cable was laid down across the Straits to con- 


nect Penang with Province Wellesley and the police stations in that - 


district. 
131.. The officers and men of the force are generally well re- 


ported on by the superintendent, but, the detective branch is .still . 


too weak for the duty it has to perform. . 
132. Thirty Sikhs were added to the force here during the 
year, and early in this year 30-more were added to .the strength. 


They have been quartered in Fort Cornwallis, and take the guards, | 


but do no duty at present as constables, and the streets are reported 


to be still insufficiently patrolled, but this is in course of correction. . 


Public..Works., 


133. There has been a larger expenditure on-public works, by. 


$22,384, than during the last year, chiefly under the head of works . 


and buildings civil. 

134, The principal buildings in hand have been the new general 
hospitals and Lock asylum, the police station near the powder 
magazine with the additions and alterations to the central police 


station. The important police guard. house at Balik Pulau Pass was . 


also completed. 


135. Borings were commenced in view of the reclamation in . 
front of the town, which has been. for some years in contempla- . 


tion. 
136. The summit of. Muk: Head has been levelled and cleared 
of rocks in preparation for the.erection of the lighthouse. 
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Srrarrs 137. On the roads throughout the Province, a less expenditure 
SuTTLEMENTS. was incurred, owing to the difficulty of obtaining suitable contrac- 
Penanc, tors to undertake satisfactorily the work of metalling, which was, 
— therefore, thrown on the Works Department to be done depart- 
mentally. The existing roads were, however, properly maintained 

and the public buildings kept in efficient repair. 


Survey. 


138. Owing to an increase in the staff, 5,440 acres of allotment 
survey over and above that done in 1880 were completed, and 
there was also an increase of work under the head of “ Circuit 
Work.” 

139, Surveyor Mackenzie and Field Assistant Harper from 
Ceylon have done good work under the direction of the Acting 
Deputy Colonial Engineer and Surveyor-General, Mr. W. D. 
Bayliss, C.E., who has been in charge of both Works and Survey 
Departments throughout the year. 

J. F. A. McNair, 
Major, R.A., 
Lieutenant-Governor’s Office, Acting Lieutenant-Governor, 
Penang, 28th April, 1882. Penang. 
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APPENDIX No. 1. 


Some Nores veon AGRICULTURE IN THE SETTLEMENT’ OF 
PENANG. 


Padi. 

1. This is planted about August in each year, and reaped in 
February or March. Only one crop per year is taken. 

2. The produce of an orlong of good padi land’ is about 500 
gantangs, and very fertile land bears as much as 700 gantangs an 
orlong. 

3. Padi ‘is sold by the 100 gantangs, and $5 per hundred may be 
taken as an average price. 

4, Padi land is let at from $6 to $12 per orlong for one crop. 
Padi land fetches from $50 to $250 per orlong. It is, however, 
very difficult to state accurately the market price of padi land, 
because little of it changes hands, the Malays being very loth to 
part with it. 

5. For this reason, I think, our: home production of padi is not 
likely to decrease. 

6. Last year the crop was fair, but the crop which is now being 
reaped is, in many districts, a very poorone. The excessive rains 
last year destroyed the nurseries which had been put out. In many 
cases this happened twice, and the consequence is that on a consi- 
derable area there is no crop at all. 

7. This tells severely on:many of the poorer classes, whose sole 
means of subsistence: is derived from the harvest, and must seri- 
ously affect the amount collected during the year as land rents 
and payments to the Municipal fund. 

8. The Muda Bund overflows every two or three years, and it 
was there that the-principal loss was sustained. 

9. The amount of rice imported into the Settlement last year 
exceeded in value by $279,332 the value imported in 1880. 


Cocoa-nutse. . 


10, 1 donot think the area of cocoa-nut cultivation is increasing. 

11.. Many new small plots and gardens continue to be planted 
with them, but the forming.of large plantations is not so. common 
as formerly. 

12. This is probably due to the lower price commanded by 
cocoa-nut oil at home, palm oil having, to a great extent, taken 
its place. 

13. There was a falling off last year in value of $22,572 in cocoa- 
nuts grown in the Settlement, though this is no criterion as to the 
quantity produced in consequence of the fall in the price. 


Betel-nuts. 
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14. This important article of export showed last year an increase - 


of value of $18,116.. 
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Sugar. 


15. The export lists show a decrease in 1881 of the value of 
home grown sugar to the extent of $534,308. I cannot account 
for this deficiency, except that a large quantity may have been 
kept in store and not exported till the beginning of the current 
year. 

16. The area of sugar cultivation is certainly not less than it 
was, and though one estate (Krian) has been abandoned, a new one 
(Byram) has been opened in its place. 

17. There is likewise-no sign of decrease in the number of small 
native plantations and buffaloe mills, which appear to pay well, 
the proprietors either manufacturing a coarse kind of sugar, or 
selling their produce to the owners of proper machinery. 

18. Sugar land is let at about $6 per orlong, and commands 
this price even in Kedah, where I understand the - title expires 
with occupation. 

Tapioca. 

19. According to the:export returns there is very little differenc 
between the amount of home grown tapioca in 1880 and 1881 
the latter showing a decrease of about $3,000. 

20. As the price has fallen very much latterly, this need not be 
taken as indicative of a decrease in the production. 

21. Besides the two large European estates—Alma and Malakoff 
—which manufacture tapioca with proper machinery, there is 
comparatively little of this root grown for export. 

22. In the north of Province We’ sley, however, in the new 
territory, there is a considerable acreage of tapioca, which is hand- 
manufactured into flour. 

Cattle. 

23. The year 1881 shows an increase of $39,491 in the value 
imported. Probably in this year a great number were required 
to replace those killed by disease in 1879 and 1880. 

24. I do not now hear reports of the disease, which resembled 
cholera in its symptons and the quickness of its action. 

25. The establishment of direct communication between this 
port and Madras ought to have the effect of reducing the price of 
oxen. 

Pepper. 

26. This is quite a new production in the Settlement. 

27. A few years ago a tract of land at Ara Kuda, towards the 
north of Province Wellesley, was placed at the disposal of some 
Achinese for the purpose of attempting the cultivation of pepper. 

28. About 60 acres have been cleared and 20 planted, and the 
remainder will-be planted up when the rains come in. 

29. Some of the trees are now upwards of two years old, and, 
this year, furnished excellent samples. 

30. More land for pepper has been applied for by other 
Achinese, and great benefit will accrue to this part of the district, 
which is thereby populated, should the cultivation continue to be 


successful. 
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31. The planters inform me that they expect to get as much as 
fifty piculs an orlong annually. 

32. The Achinese are especially skilful in this species of 
culture. One good point about their system is that they use sun- 
heat and not fire in drying the pepper. 

33. This prevents the promiscuous devastation of forest which 
was carried toa great extent in Singapore. 

34, The pepper plants are trained up the stem of the Dedap 
tree, which is straight and durable. This tree is also furnished 
with sharp strong thorns, which, it is said, deter thieves from 
stealing the pepper at night. 


Nutmegs. 


35. This cultivation is being steadily proceeded with. 

36. Before the disease came, about 20 years ago, it was a very 
profitable branch of agriculture, and nutmegs were planted ex- 
tensively on low as well as on high ground. 

37. Apart from the existence of the disease there was another 
reason why planting declined. This was the fact, that when the 
disease came the price fell. The American war prevented the 
importation of nutmegs into that country, which was-the seat of 
the principal demand. 

38. For the past few years, however, with immunity from 
disease and the re-establishment of good prices, the cultivation of 
nutmegs has been largely taken up, and, I believe, it would extend 
greatly were there enough land available. 

39. On most of the hills in the island, especially towards Batu 
Feringhi, Teluk Bahang, Sungei Penang, Teluk Kumbar, there 
are thriving plantations. | 

40: Mr. Koh Seang Tat is the most extensive cultivator, and 
has now about 12,000 trees on his property. 

41. The trees are planted’ terrace fashion at intervals of from 
25 to 28 feet apart, and an orlong contains about 70 trees. 

42. They come into bearing at the age of seven or eight years, 
and last. for 40 years or upwards. This depends, however, alto- 
gether on the care bestowed on them. The roots, which spread 
near the surface, are very tender and liable to injury, and as they 
extend, so must the pit in which the tree is placed be enlarged. 

43. During drought the roots are covered with grass, and the 
place irrigated ; in wet seasons care must be taken not to let water 
collect about them. 

44, The manures used are principally prawn refuse, night soil, 
and the ashes of burnt grass. 

45. After the trees have come into bearing, two men per orlong 
are sufficient to take charge of a plantation, but this would hold 
good only of ordinary gardens, where’ much care is not taken to 
weed and keep down the lalang: In plantations highly cultivated 
a greater proportion would be necessary. I am informed that a 
plantation may yield produce to the value of $10 a tree yearly ; 
giving 70 trees to the orlong, its annual produce would:be then 
worth $700.. This is a very high estimate, and I do not think the 
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average yield per orlong would be much over $250. I believe 
the Dutch Government used to calculate on a profit of $5 a tree 
per year. 

46. The price of nutmegs is about $48 per pikul unshelled, 
about 72 per pikul shelled. Small growers sell them at about 
the rate of 50 cents per hundred. Mace sells at about 32 cents 
per catty. 

47. There are two diseases to which the nutmeg tree is liable, 
i.e., a worm which attacks the stem, and a sudden withering away 
which takes place quite unaccountably. It has been likened in its 
action to the attack of cholera on the human subject, and it is 
curious that the disease is most prevalent during great heat 
following on heavy rains. 

48. At present there may be said to be no disease. When, 
however, any appearance of blight is seen, either the part of the 
tree affected is cut away or the whole tree removed, the earth 
where it stood burnt, and a fresh tree planted. 


Miscellaneous. 


49. Last year Mr. Logan introduced a steam plough into the 


‘north of the province. 


50. The result has shown that though it may be worked on 


suitable ground time for time at a saving as compared with manual 


labour, yet the softness of the ground is such during the greater 
part of the year, and the field of single operations is so circum- 
scribed by “ batas,” that on ordinary padi land the implement will 
probably not be found a profitable investment. 

51. The case may, however, be different on the better drained 
and less enclosed tapioca and sugar estates, where also the period 
of the year during which the plough can work would be longer. 
Besides, there might be a great indirect saving, both of trouble 
and expense, by reason of the fewer coolies who would have to be 
employed. The saving in smaller hospitals and coolie lines, 
decreased litigation, &c., &c., may counterbalance drawbacks, and 
I understand Mr. Vermont, who is proceeding to England, has 
the intention of visiting Demerara, where the steam plough is 
considerably used, in order to see whether it might profitably be 
introduced into the Settlement. 

52. A patent lalang cutter was also tried last year by Mr. Brown 
at Glugor, and proved very satisfactory, the saving in labour and 
cost being very considerable. 

53. The forest rangers were by the directions of the Lieutenant- 


Governor employed in collecting specimens of forest trees, which 


were forwarded to Kew for identification. 
54. Among them was found a new Dracaena (Dracaena Cantley). 


Further collections are now being made. 
F. G. PENNEY, 
Collector of Land Revenue. 
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APPENDIX No, 2. 


List of Sugar-canes known in Province Wellesley, Straits Settlements, 
by J. M. Vermont, Esq. 


INDIGENOUS. 
Selangor. 


This cane was largely cultivated in the Settlement by Europeans 
and Chinese when estates were first established. It gave such large 
returns in the new moist lands, and grew so luxuriously, that 
Leonard Wray in his book The Practical Sugar Planter drew the 
attention of plunters to it ; tbe result was that foreign Governments 
instructed their vessels of war, when calling at Penang, to procure 
and bring home plants. It has been known to grow twenty-five 
feet in length and nine inches in circumference at base, with fine 
bold joints right through. Sugar is greyish in appearance, owing 
to the rind being covered with a floury substance, hence its native 
named Tebu Kapor. 


Tebu Kapor. 


2. It shows broad drooping leaves, and the cane when ripe is a 
light greenish brown, does not flower very much, nor does it shed 
its leaves when dry, therefore has to be frequently thrashed or 
stripped ; will rattoon well. Is quite out of cultivation. Planters 
are, however, now endeavouring to keep a few roods for planting, 
in case the cane disease should extend in the Mauritius cane. 


Tebu Sala. 


3. Grows almost wild; is not cultivated owing to the dense 
manner in which it grows. Sugar difficult to granulate ; has joints 
74 inches in length, slim in girth, having very much the appear- 
ance of reeds; difficult to thrash ; sheds no leaves, all must be pulled 
off when dry; leaves Jong and narrow; rind white, biue black in 
appearance ; from want of cultivation juice low in density, 


Tebu China. 


4, Very much of the same nature as the last-mentioned variety ; 
almost unknown now. 


Febu Bulong. 


5. A black cane used by Malays asa cooling drink in case of 
fever; the cane is exposed to the dew and the juice pressed. To be 
found in Malay compounds growing at the edge of marshy places. 


Tebu Gajah. 


6. Used also for medicinal purposes in case of jungle fever ; the 
root is ground and the juice thus extracted is drunk; found in 
the hill jungle. 
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Seukves ImPoRTED CANES. 
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‘7. Thus called by having been imported from that place some 
35 years ago by one of the early planters—Mr. Joseph Donnadieu. 
It has quite superseded the Selangor -cane; is largely cultivated ; 
it gives a good, grainy, clear sugar, yielding, on good soils, from 
30 to 40 pikuls per orlong ; it, however, requires careful cultivation 
and high manuring, as the land gets impoverished ; does notrattoon ; 
sheds its leaves as they get dry; leaves in appearance very light. 
green and rather spiky; ripens in twelve months; rind orange 
colour when well ripe ; recovers from drought rapidly. This cane 
was attacked by disease a few years ago. So serious did it become, 
that cane cultivation was almost despaired of; a field would be 
thriving, promising a good return, when, in a few days, without any 
apparent cause, it was seen to-be withering as if struck with light- 
ning; new or old land it was the same; it was more so in fields 
planted between May and September. Although the disease is 
very much on the decline, it is risky to plant this eane after May. 
To meet the ruin that threatened the cane cultivation, planters 
began to offer high prices for the discarded Selangor cane, and also 
imported the : 
. Java Cane. 


8. Which is a black purple cane ; is reported to give very heavy 
returns in Java, but, whether owing to soil or climate, does not 
thrive here. It is now scarcely seen. in- the fields, although great 
expense was incurred to procure it. 


‘Striped Bourbon Cane. 


.9. Imported from the Mauritius by the late Lawrence Nairne 
-about fifteen years ago; it is gradually getting-to be a favourite ; 
apparently free. from disease; in fact was planted in the Mauritius 
in consequence of. the Mauritius cane being prone to disease ; 
generally planted early and latter part of season ; has been known 
to give as high as 47 pikuls of sugar per orlong in favourable 
seasons; does not put on fresh growth after a check from drought, 
does not shed its leaves, which are broad and very dark green, 
drooping ; requires to be planted well apart, otherwise they will 
grow thin and tall; rind purple stripped light yellow ; if leaves 
not well stripped, sugar liable to be very dark, owing to colour of 
rind impregnating juice; density high; can be cut in ten months. 


Otaheite. 


10. A cane imported very many years ago by Messrs. Brown — 
and Co., and known now as the Tebu Telor, owing to the joints 

‘ bulging ont like an egg. It was largely cultivated on the Otaheite 

estate in the Ayer Itam valley, Penang; it isa hard, dry cane, 
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bright yellow, and very clean on the rind; hence it is cultivated 
principally for eating ; does not pay to manufacture into sugar. 

11. A variety of canes was introduced a few years ago from the 
West Indies, but only a few arrived in a condition to grow, and 
they have not done very well. 


MALACCA. 


No. 14. 
The R&EsipenT CouncitLor, Malacca, to the COLONIAL 
SECRETARY, Straits Settlements. 
Resident Councillor’s Office, Malacca, 
Stir, June 19, 1882. 

I wave the honour to submit, for the consideration of his 
Excellency the Governor, the accompanying report on the Settle- 
ment of Malacca for the year 1881. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. J. Irvine, 
Resident Councillor. 


ADMINISTRATION Report, Manacca, 1881. 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 
Receipts and Payments, 1879, 1880 and 1881. 


1. The revenue and expenditure of the Settlement, for the year 
1881 and the two preceding years, may be stated as follows :— 


—_— Revenue. Expenditure.* 
8 8 
1879 - a : “ 147,956 162,558 
1880 - ~ - - 181,948 178,052 
1881] ~ - - - 204,858 168,773 


The details of the receipts and payments during the three years, 
under the main heads of revenue and expenditure, are given in 
the statements A and B annexed.} 


The Settlement self-supporting. 


2. The transactions in 1881, it will be seen, show a surplus of 
revenue over expenditure of $36,085. The Settlement, th: refore, 
in 1881, not only paid its expenses, but contributed a substantial 
amount towards the general expenditure of the Colony. 


a The amounts include expenditure on account of the Settlement by the Crown 
Agents. 
t Not printed. 
R 4233. 
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3. Full details of the land revenue received in the three years 
are given in the statement C annexed.* The following figures 
give the general results :— 


— | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. 
: 8 g 

Premium on leases - - 10,992 13,018 10,3825 
Rents - - - = 20,601 18,074 47,045 
Tenths and royalties = - - 14,098 18,525 15,794 
45,691 49,617 73,164 

Survey fees, &c. - - 9,025 4,128 3,390 
Fines for trespass, &c. - 535 1,293 1,166 
Total = - z 55,251 55,088 77,720 


The revenue under this head will be further considered below 
under the heading “ Land.” 


Licenses. 
4, The revenue from licenses during the three years was as 
follows :-— 
— | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. 
O | te as 
pium - - - * F ,600 
Spirits - e 3 oy 00 { 27,000 27,000 
Toddy and Bhan - - 682 186 ae 
Pawnbrokers - - - 1,800 2,100 2,100 
Fublic Houses - - - 39 40 47 
Total. « 7 69,721 101,926 101,747 


Rent Nae P LEE ea eames dt dem sete 8 2280) Oe oe Ee Was ae eM a 
Opium and Spirits. 


5. The opium and spirit farms were let in 1879, for three years 
—1880, 1881, and 1882-——at a very considerable advance, as the 
above tigures will show; but there seems reason to doubt, whether 
even so the full value of farms was obtained. Calculations based 
on tne rents of the opium and spirit farms at Penang and the 


* Not printed. 
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population returns of the two Settlements respectively, would 
seem to show that rents of $125,000 for the opium and $40,000 
for the spirit farm would not have been out of due proportion. 


Opium Farm Expenses, Rent and Profits. 


6. The quantity of opium retained for consumption in Malacca 
in 1881 was 60 chests, and the declared value nearly $40,000. 
The annual cost of management of the farm (opium and spirits) 
including interest on capital, has been estimated at about $29,000 
a year. The profits of the farm are, of course, an unknown factor, 
but making a guess for the sake of illustration, that the calculated 
rent (see above) of $125,000 may lie half way between the present 
rent of $72,600, and the full amount available for rents and 
profits, the total amount to be covered by the payments of the 
consumers of the drug might be stated as follows :— 


8 

Cost-of opium - . - - 40,000 
Management of the farm (opium division) 

including interest on capital, say - 24,600 

Present farm rent - - - 72,600 
Conjectured profits (twice the difference 

between $125,000 and $72,600) - 104,800 

242,000 


Probable Number of Opium-smokers. Average Expenditure per 
Head. 


7. The practice of opium-smoking appears to be confined 
principally to the Chinese, and to be much more prevalent among 
the Immigrant population than among the native-born Chinese. 
Among the Malay peasant cultivators the practice does not appear 
to prevail to any extent, but I am informed that it has spread to 
a certain extent among the Malays who work for wages on the 
tapioca estates. Ifthe Malay factor in the problem is dismissed 
as inconsiderable, the question as to the number of the opium- 
smokers in the Settlement, and the expenditure per head which 
the practice involves, seems to admit of a roughly approximate 
answer. ‘The Chinese adult male population, according to the 
census of 1881, was about 15,000. The proportion of opium- 
smokers has been estimated variously at 10, 15, and 20 per cent. ; 
one employer of labour told me that it might possibly go as high 
as 25 per cent. in some plantations. Perhaps 20 per cent. may 
be a safe figure to take, and this may probably give margin enough 
to cover the indeterminable Maiay factor above referred to. Twenty 
per cent. on the population of 15,000 would give 3,000 as the num- 
ber of opium-smokers; and eighty dollars a year per head as 
their average annual rate of expenditure. This seemed to me at 
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first to be a perfectly impossible answer to the question, but some 
of the Chinese employers of labour whom I have spoken with on 
the subject, do not appear to consider it in that light. They say 
that a common cooly’s wages are ten dollars a month, and that he 
can live on three or four, and that the opium-smokers, as a rule, 
spend the balance of their wages on opium. 


Effect of Opium-smoking. 


8. All the Chinese employers of labour here with whom I 
have spoken on the subject regard the practice as injurious. The 
same opinion has been expressed to me by a gentleman who has 
had. experience in the management of Chinese cooly labour in 
Sumatra. He states that the practice is prohibited on well man- 
aged estates there, except at the time of the New Year holidays, 
as it is found that it reduces the working power of the coolies, 
and that, when once the habit has been acquired, the man _be- 
comes useless as a labourer if he fails to get his accustomed 
supply. 

Stamps. 


9. The stamp revenue for the three years was as follows :— 


——— | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. 


Commercial = - - 


Judicial - 


Commercial Stamps. 


10. The revenue from commercial stamps has not increased in 
anything like the proportion that would be indicated by the in- 
crease in the trade of the place, which rose from five-and-a-half 
millions of dollars in 1879 to seven-and-a-half millions in 1881 : 
and it seems probable that the payment of stamp duties is largely 
and systematically evaded. 


Judicial Stamps. 


11. The falling off in the revenue from judicial stamps is partly 
attributable to alterations in the scale of fees for the Court of 
Requests introduced in 1879: but principally to the fact that in 
1879 and 1880 the amounts received for fees on the administration 
of estates were exceptionally high. 
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Fines, Forfeitures, and Fees of Court. 


12. The revenue under fines, forfeitures, and fees of court 
include the fines in land office cases, as stated above in paragraph 
3. The following figures show the receipts during the three 
years :— 


— | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. 
FJ 8 
Land Office cases - - 535 1,293 1,166 
Other cases - - - 2,858 4,071 4,729 
Total - 2 3,393 5,364 5,895 
Reimbursements. 


13. Under the head “ Reimbursements” are included the sur- 
vey fees and other small items stated above under land revenue. 
The receipts in the three years were as follows :— 


—— | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. 
8 8 
Survey fees, &c. - - 9,025 4,128 3,390 
Municipal contribution towards 
expenses for police - - 3,600 3,600 3,600 
Other items - - - 604 512 1,007 
Total. \ = . 13,229 8,240 7,997 


Miscellaneous Items of Revenue. 


14. The receipts under the remaining heads of revenue, viz., 
rents exclusive of lands; port and harbour dues; postage; fees of 
office ; sale of Government property ; miscellaneous ; and special— 
are not very considerable. The following figures give the aggregate 
amounts of the revenue under these heads during the three years 


under review :-— 


1879 . a - - 3,302 
1889 ° - - - 4,165 
1881 < = - - 5,679 
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EXPENDITURE DETAILED. 


Expenditure. 


15. The expenditure of the Settlement for the years 1879, 
1880, and 1881 is shown under the main heads in the Statement 
A,* and it will be given in full detail in the annual accounts pre- 
pared by the Auditor-General. The items do not, except in a 
few cases, appear to call for special remarks. 


Establishments. 


16. The following statement gives the amounts borne in the 
estimates for establishments for the years 1879 and 1881 
respectively :-— 


eee 1879. 1881. 
| 
& 

Resident Councillor - - - 9,276 8,568 
Land Office - - - - - 5,580 4,224 
Treasury - - - - - 1,368 1,752 
Public Works - - - - 8,100 7,716 
Marine - - - - : 2,496 3,984 
Post Office - - - - - 540 552 
Registration - - - - - 840 900 
Supreme Court - e - - 3,996 4,368 
Magistrate - = = - - 5,856 6,156 
Sheriff - - - - 1,668 1,668 
Ecclesiastical - - - - 3,444 3,540 
Medical - - - = . 4,872 4,692 
Police - = i - - 27,216 83,360 
Gaols - - = . - 2,580 3,180 

Total - - ~ 77,832 84,660 


The figures show a net increase of $6,828. The increase under 
the head of police, $6,144, is the result of the reorganization 
of the force in 1880. The decrease under Resident Councillor 
and Land Office results from the consolidation of the offices of 
Lieutenant-Governor and Collector of Land Revenue, with a saving 
on the salary of the former office of $1,068, and the cessation of 
that of the latter, $3,396. 


Lighthouses. 


17. The large amount of the expenditure in 1880 for light- 
houses ($8,587, as against $794 in 1879, and $1,446 in 1881) 
arose from the construction in 1880 of a new lighthouse on Pulau 
Undan. 


* Not printed. 
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Public Works. 


18. The variations of the amounts of the expenditure for the 
other heads are not considerable, except under works and buildings, 
and roads, streets and bridges: under these heads the expenditure 
was as follows :— 


— | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. 

ie 8 8 $ 
Works and buildings - - 23,231 16,813 12,086 
Roads, streets, and bridges - 20,294 27,680 22,394 

Total - - 43,525 44,493 34,480 


Works and Buildings. 


19. The expenditure in 1881 for works and buildings included 
$3,675 for new police stations and barracks (see paragraph 55). 
The remainder consisted of minor works and alterations and 
current repairs. 


Roads, Streets and Bridges. 


20. The expenditure for roads, streets and bridges included 
$1,116 for renewing two bridges on the roads to Nialas and Ayer 
Panas; $890 for special repairs of the road from Pulau Sebang 
to Brisu; and $715 for clearing the courses of rivers (for drainage 
purposes). The remainder consisted of ordinary expenditure for 
the repair and maintenance of the roads. 


Up-keep of Roads. 


21. The roads were kept up by contract: but this system was 
found not to work satisfactorily, and it has now been abandoned, 
and the roads are kept up by working parties acting under the 
direct supervision of the department. 


MunicipAL REvENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


22. The following figures give the amounts of the municipal 
revenue and expenditure for the last three years. 


—— Revenue. Expenditure. 
8 B 
1879 - - - - 17,528 16,791 
1880 - - - - 22,429 18,899 
1881 - - = - 25,054 21,462 


STRAITS 
SETTLEMENT 


MAaALacca, 


433 


434 


200 PAPERS RELATING TO 
Srraits Sources of Revenue, Area of Taxation. 
SETTLEMENTS. er . . 
es 23. The municipality levies an assessment at the rate of 10 per 
Matacca, 


cent. on houses, and 5 per cent. on lands, within a radius of four: 
miles from the centre of the town. Taxes are levied on vehicles, 
and fees are paid on licenses for carrying on certain “ dangerous 
and offensive trades.” 


Area of Administration. Nature of Expenditure. 


24. The revenue is expended in the up-keep of roads, &c., and 
other ordinary municipal functions within a radius of two miles 
from the centre of the town. A contribution of $3,600 is paid to 
the Government towards the maintenance of the police force. 


Drainage and Sanitary Arrangements. 


25. The drainage of portions of the town is defective, and the 
sanitary arrangements, in many respects, far from satisfactory. 
Investigations are now being made under the supervision of the 
municipal engineer of Singapore with a view of ascertaining the 
nature and extent of the improvements which it may be practicable 
to introduce. 


LAND. 


Leases borne on Rent Roll, 1881. 


26. At the close of 1881, the rent roll* of the Settlement included 
leases as follows :— 


Leases (current and expired) 
borne on Rent Roll, 1881. Namber; Area. Annual Rent. 


ee 


8 
5 years - - - 132 642 333 
10 years - - - 334 88,705 51,737 
15 years - - - 7 15 6 
20 years - - - 3,219 12,766 4,011 
99 years - - ~ 138 319 224 
999 years is - - 191 1,791 491 
Certificates of Tenure in Per- 
petuity on payment of com- 
muted tenths - - - 60 175 49 
Total - . 4,081 104,413 56,851 


SEN Een mE eRe ee LD ee) et eee 
Of the leases thus borne on the rent roll, the whole of those for 
five years and fifteen years, and a considerable portion of those 


a 

* The rent roll is now being checked by the duplicate leases, and a certain number 
of discrepancies have already been discovered; but the figures here given may 
be taken as approximately correct. 
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for ten years, had expired, as will be seen from the following  Srxazs 
statement :-— SETTLEMENTS. 


Maracca. 
Expired Leases borne on Annual 
Rent Roll, 1881. Number. Area. Rent. 
8 
5 years - - - 132 642 333 
10 years ° - . 134 11,018 2,379 
15 years - - ~ 7 15 6 


Rents have been collected on the majority of the expired leases as 
though they were still current, but by degrees the cases will be 
taken up and arrangements made for the issue of new leases or 
the resumption of the lands. | 


Leases for Peasant Holdings. 


27. The great bulk of the leases for 20 years, 15 years, and 
five years (whether reckoned numerically or according to the 
area of the lands held under them) and a considerable numerical* 
proportion of the 10-year leases, represent peasant holdings which 
were held, previously to the issue of the leases, by what is known 
in Malacca as “‘ Prescriptive Right ;” that is, on the condition of 
keeping the land in cultivation, and paying tenths on the produce, 
either in kind or in money, at rates of commutation fixed by the 
Government. ‘Twenty years was the period for which it was the 
desire of the Indian Government, previously to the transfer in 
1867, that such leases should be taken out; but the occupiers of 
the lands in some districts of the Settlement were averse to 
binding themselves to fixed payments for such a long period, and 
the shorter periods of 15, 10, and 5 years were adopted in 
some of these cases to induce the occupants to give the system a 
trial. 

Issue of Short Leases discontinued. 


28. No such short leases for peasant holdings have been issued 
since January, 1878,t From that date, the titles issued for such 
holdings have been either in the form of leases in perpetuity 
(999 years) or of certificates of tenure in perpetuity under the 
Ordinance XI. of 1876. 


Certificates of Tenure under Ordinance No. XI. of 1876. 


29. Certificates in this form appear to me to be the 
form of title best suited to peasant holdings. Among other 
advantages, they provide for the periodical re-assessment of 


* Reckoning according to the area, the bulk of the 10-year leases may be stated to 
have been granted for tapioca cultivation. See paragraph 30. 

+ The 10-year leases issued in 1879, 1880, and 1881 (see Statement in paragraph 
34) were for land required for tapioca cultivation ; and the one 20-year lease issued 
in 1880 was for some land near town. 
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rents (on the basis of the value of the tenths) in a way which 
would seem to meet the view in this respect indicated in a recent 
despatch from the Secretary of State. If to the form, as it stands 
there could be added a clause to render the titles unmortgageable, 
and so prevent the broad margin between the Government rent 
and the rack-rent being absorbed by the money-lender, the form 
of title would, I think, be as well adapted to ensure the con- 
tinuance of a prosperous peasant class as is likely to be devised. 
The advisability of some such provision has been suggested by the 
arguments of the Malays themselves in some districts of the country, 
who, in certain instances, have objected to take out written titles to 
their lands, on any terms, on the very grounds that as long as 
they have no papers they have nothing to mortgage; and that if 
they had written titles they would be sure to raise money on them 
sooner or later, and that so their patrimony would at last find its 
way into the hands of the Chitty and the Chinaman. 


Ten-Year Leases for Tapioca Cultivation. 


30.’ The bulk of the land held under 10-year leases (see note 
above to paragraph 27) has been granted during the last 15 or 16 
years for tapiocacultivation. Previously to 1879, only 25 cents an 
acre was charged under such leases, but from that date, 75 cents an 
acre has been charged. It is reckoned that land occupied for this 
description of cultivation is made, asa rule, to produce three crops 
in the 10 years,—the successive crops being valued at $60, $45, 
and $30 per acre respectively. ‘The value of the crops for the 10 
years may, therefore, be estimated at $135; and this would give 
$13 50 as the value of the tenths, representing an annual charge 
of $1 35. The rent of “75 cents, therefore, may be considered to 
be very moderate. A premium of 50 cents per acre has been 
charged on these leases, and also survey fees, which have ranged 
from 15 to 40 cents per acre. 


Tapioca Land exhausted after Three Crops. 


31. After three crops of tapioca have been taken off the ground, 
the lands are practically exhausted, and must be allowed to revert 
to jungle for 20 or 80 years before they can be profitably brought 
again under similar cultivation. 


Timber planting on exhausted Land. 


31. If after the lands are abandoned they could be syste- 
matically planted with valuable timber trees, instead of being 
allowed to produce such trees or bushes as may happen to spring 
up (with a chance of Jalang getting hold of the ground to the 
exclusion of any other growth), it would be doubtless of great 
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future advantage, and I have brought this proposal to the notice 
of the officer who is now engaged in an inspection of the forest 
lands of the Settlement. 


Issue of Tapioca Leases discontinued. 


33. No further leases of lands for tapioca cultivation are now 
being made, except in certain ¢ases where the applications have 
been of long standing. 


Leases issued, 1879 to 1881. 


34. The following statement gives particulars of the leases 
issued during the last three years :— 


1879. 1880. 1881. 
Period. Se en ee 
Number. Area. Number. Area, Number. Area. 

10 years - - 35 17,602 103 28,966 20 18,576 
20 years - - = = 1 6 ae _ 
99 years - - 1 1 1 1 4 6 
999 years - ~ 62 621 15 208 18 246 

98 18,224 120 29,181 37 13,828 


In consequence, however, of defects on the surveys, a portion 
of the leases issued in these and previous years will have to be 
recalled, the lands re-surveyed, and fresh leases issued. 


Peasant Holdings and Tapioca Encroachments. 


35. The land question in Malacca as it presented itself to me 
when I first acted as Lieutenant-Governor of the Settlement in 
1870, was in the main a question as how to deal satisfactorily 
with the lands already held by, or to be granted to, the Malav 
peasantry. Up to that time, and indeed up to a quite recent 
period, the Malays were not practically hindered from clearing 
the jungle in the moderate quantities required for their padi fields 
and gardens; and but for the introduction of tapioca cultivation, 
this system of laisser faire might have been allowed to continue, 
not only without disadvantage, but with distinct benefit to the 
Settlement and the inhabitants. But with the introduction of 
tapioca the system became liable to great abuse. The Chinese 
manufacturers supplied the Malays with funds, and the Malays 
began, without authority, to clear the forests in all directions, and 
to plant tapioca, which they afterwards sold to the manufacturers 
on the manufacturers’ terms. This state of things it was, of course, 
necessary to puta stop to, and by dint of stringent notices and 
summary prosecutions, I believe that it may now be said that it 
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STRAITS 
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to a great extent, been dealt with, and the old question relating 
Maracca. to the Malay peasantry has once more come to the front. My 
own view as to how it should be dealt with has never varied: [ 
would give to all the existing occupiers (whether holding by 
written titles or by short leases) certificates in perpetuity under 
the Ordinance XI. of 1876;* and I would give fresh land to 
bond fide applicants, to the extent of, say, four or five acres, on 
similar terms. I would charge rent at, say, 40 cents an acre, 
but charge nothing for premium or survey fees, If this system 
were adopted and asufficient staff of surveyors appointed to carry 
out the work, the settlement of the country would, I think, be 
effected without difficulty, and a very considerable permanent 
revenue added to the rent roll. 


“ Prescriptive Right” Lands. 


36. At present, a large extent of cultivated land is held under 
prescriptive right, and though, in regard to padi lands, there is 
no difficulty in collecting the value of the Government tenths, as 
regards garden lands, it will be impossible to collect anything like 
the full value without resorting toa system of farming out the 
tenths, to which there are grave objections. 


Padi Tenths. Cattle Disease. 


37. With regard to the revenue from tenths on padi, it is to 
be teared that the receipts this year will show a great falling off 
in consequence of the losses of cattle last year from an epidemic 
disease which carried off nearly 5,000 buffaloes and over 600 
bullocks. 


Imports AND EXPporRTs. 
Total Declared Values. 


38. The following figures give the declared values of the imports 
and exports of the last three years, and also of 1868—the first year 
after the transfer of the Colony :— 


nee Imports. Exports. 

8 8 
1868 - - - - 2,280,744 1,693,392 
1879 - - - - 2,718,343 2,770,123 
1880 = - - - 3,317,848 3,634,640 
1881 ~ ~ a - 3,664,230 8,919,431 


i 


* The form of certificates was prepared by me in 1875 for this very purpose. 
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Principal Articles. 


39. The following figures show the variations in the several 
years of some of the principal articles :— 


— | 1868. | 1879. | 1880. 1881. 

| 
; -, fImports|} 612,645 525,968 586,688 651,268 
Padi and Rice’ 4 Forts 167,996 197,208 197,799 190,668 
Tapioca - _ - 4 Lmports aie 14,175 46,495 46,884 
Exports | 118,579 521,832 844,238 925,748 
Tin - fImports| 487,139 | 1,140,943 | 1,164,335 | 1,512,164 
Exports | 700,000 | 1,058,839 | 1,340,655 | 1,798,909 
Opium - _ J Imports 233,685 196,000 179,300 185,575 
Exports | 159,995 162,000 150,150 146,085 
Specie -  - { Imports 678,150 572,255 | 1,008,059 908,680 
Exports | 391,092 487,181 735,740 586,576 


Native Craft. 


40. On reference to the Statement G*, it will be observed that 
the departures of native craft considerably exceed the arrivals. 
This results from the irregularity with which this class of vessels 
report their arrivals, ‘The departures are necessarily reported, as 
the vessels must have port clearance to exhibit at the ports to 
which they are bound. 


SHIPPING. 
Arrivals and Departures. 


41. The following statement gives the tonnage of the vessels 
which entered and cleared at the port of Malacca in 1879, 1880, 
1881, and also in 1868 (the first year after the transfer), and the 
names of the principal places from and for which the vessels 
arrived and sailed. The Statement G*, annexed, gives similar 
information in regard to 1881, but shows also the number and 
tonnage of the difforent classes of vessels. 


1868. 1879. 1880. 1881. 
- Arri- | Depar-| Arri- | Depar- . Depar- A Depar- 
vals. tures. | vals. | tures. Arrivals. tures. Arrivals. Gites. 


Tons. | Tons. | Tons. | Tons. Tons. Tons, Tons. Tons. 


Singapore - 89,614 | 37,980 | 94,565 | 76,912 | 84,111 | 91,425 | 103,280] 95,152 


Penang - - | 22,101 | 20,685 | 33,716 46,657 27,390 | 32,689 26,484 39,143 
tSungei Ujong - 5,068 668 
+Selangor - - 4,155 6,143 | 19,109 24,660 26,292 | 26,605 27,375 26,957 
+Perak - - 46 116 
Sumatra - - 5,106 5,937 9,914 10,129 7,255 6,756 3,277 3,851 
tCaleutta - - 2,121 1,082 | 23,057 24,084 25,735 | 18,608 31,318 28,452 
Other places - - 8,767 8,246 2,145 1,073 6,611 2,930 1,211 30 

76,864 | 80,078 | 182,506 | 183,515 | 177,394 179,018 198,059 | 199,369 

* Not printed. 


} The figures for 1868 and for 1879 and 1880 are those for the “ Malay Peninsula 
East and West,” but the trade appears to have been nearly entirely with the three 
States named. 

t The Calcutta figures in 1879, 1880, 1881 represent the arrivals and departures 
of the British India Steam Navigation Company’s steamers. 


439 


STRAITS 
SELITLEMENTS, 


MAtacca. 


440 


STRAITS 
SETTLEMENTS 


Maracea. 


206 PAPERS RELATING TO 


Post OFFICE. 


Letters and Money Orders. 


42. The business of the post office, so far as the receipt and 
despatch of letters is concerned, has expanded considerably in the 
course of the three years, as the following figures will show :— 


a | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. 
Letters, &c., received - - 35,751 40,716 47,091 
Letters, &c., despatched - 26,208 29,124 34,114 
Money Orders issued - S seo 2,129 2,716 
Money Orders paid —- : 8,256 1,243 1,022 


The money order business, it will be seen, has been nearly 
stationary, and is of small amount. 


ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE. 


Police Magistrate's Cases. 


43. The following statement shows the number of prisoners 
tried by the police magistrate in the three years :— 


jis | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. 
Committed to the Supreme Court 28 22 39 
Convicted and punished - - 1,267 1,640 1,168 
Ordered to find security - 99 174 114 
Discharged = = - 1,086 998 1,011 
Not decided - “ - 22 58 11 

Total - - 2,502 2,892 2,343 


Comparison with the other Settlements. 


44. In comparison with the other Settlements, the proportion 
of crime to the population, as tested by the magistrate’s returns, 
is very low, as will be seen from the following figures for 1880, 
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which are the latest (for the other two Settlements) that I have _ Srearrs 
before me — SETTLEMENTS. 
oar nad Maracca. 
Singapore Penang Malacca 
Population. Population. Population. 
139,000 | 190,000 93,000 
Committed to the Supreme Court 197 242 22 
Convicted and punished - = 8,216 8,372 1,640 
Ordered to find security - - 552 804 174 
Discharged - - - 3,443 8,508 998 
Not decided  - - - 57 180 58 
Total - - 12,375 18,106 2,892 


Supreme Court, Criminal Side. 


45. The cases which came up for trial in 1881 before the 
Supreme Court were 42: but a Nolle Prosequi was entered in 
four. Of the prisoners in the remaining cases, 20 were convicted, 
and 18 acquitted. 


The following statement shows the offences and punishments :— 


Rigorous Simple 
—- Imprison- Imprison- Fine. Total. 
ment. ment. 
Homicide - - 2 — —_ 2 
Attempt to murder - 1 — _— 1 
Grievous hurt - - 4 — — 4 
Other offences against 
person - - _ 1 2 3 
Robbery with violence - 2 — — 2 
House-breaking - - 8 - — 8 
Total - - 17 1 2 20 


Supreme Court, Civil Side. 


46. On the civil side of the Supreme Court, there were 32 cases 
in dependence at the beginning of the year, and the same number 
at the end. Ninety-seven (97) actions were commenced for debt 
or damages to the extent of $29,000: 22 cases were settled 
without trial, and 75 cases adjudicated with debt or damages 
deereed to the extent of $16,000. 
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Bankruptcy. 


47, The only proceedings in bankruptcy were the issue of four 
debtors’ summonses. 


Probate and Administration. 


48. In the Ecclesiastical Division of the Supreme Court, letters 
of administration or probate were granted for estates to the value 
of $160,000. 

Court of Requests. 


49. In the Court of Requests there were 837 cases involving 
debt or damages to the amount of $11,000. These were inclusive 
of 60 cases remaining over from 1880. Ninety (90) cases 
remained outstanding at the close of 1881. 


Disadvantages of the unrestricted recognition of the Credit 
System. 


50. The aimount of litigation shown by these figures seems to 
indicate the existence of a widely extended habit of indebtedness 
among certain classes of the community; and it appears to be a 
question deserving careful consideration whether such a state of 
things does net possibly point to something unsuitable in the 
English law relating to debt, as at present administered, to the 
circumstances of a primitive community. The professional money- 
lender, it may be argued, and the pushing shop-keeper or pedlar 
are encouraged in the processes by which they get people into 
their debt by the facilities for ultimate recovery which our system 
provides. If the facilities for recovery were less, there would be 
less eagerness to lend and to sell on credit, with this principal 
result that the classes who now go beyond their means would have 
to adopt the wholesome course of waiting for the things which 
they would like to have, or to do, till they could afford to pay 
for them. The habit of indebtedness is not the only evil result 
of the credit system as applied to a community such as this. 
Other evils are inherent on the litigation which it gives rise to, 
attended as such litigation so frequently is with fraud and perjury 
and the oppression that contrives to keep itself just on the safe 
side of the law. A trenchant statute of limitations, a stringent 
usury law, and a strict limitation of the system of “ Payment by 
Instalments,” are measures which suggest themselves as being 
calculated to work in the right direction. 


POLICE. 


Number and Distribution. 


51. The police foree of the Settlement consists of the superin- 
tendent, 3 inspectors, 6 sergeants, 33 corporals, and 260 constables 
The force is distributed at 8 stations within the four-mile radius 
from the centre of the town, and 21 stations in the country districts. 
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Composition of the Force. 


52. The force is recruited principally from the Malay popula- 
tion of the place. Malays constitute more than nine-tenths of the 
whole, according to the last returns. There are no Europeans in 
the force below the rank of inspector ; and there are no Sikhs. 


Addition to Force on removal of Troops. 


53. In July the force received an addition (included in the 
above numbers) of 4 corporals and 20 constables, consequent on 
the removal, in April, of the detachment of troops which had been 
previously stationed at the Settlement. 


Enlistments, Discharges, &c. 


54, Including those required to make up the above additional 
strength, there were 99 enlistments during the year. Seventeen 
constables resigned during the year; 6 were discharged on account 
of illness ; 1 was pensioned ; 2 deserted; and 14 were dismissed 
for misconduct, of whom 8 were recruits of under 1 yeat’s service. 


New Police Stations, &c. 


55. One police station, at Durian Tunggal, was rebuilt during 
the year. The renewal of the station and barracks at Machap, 
the barracks at Chin Chin, and the inspector’s quarters at Kwala 
Kessang, were commenced, but not completed till after the close 
of the year. 

Coroner’s Inquests. 


56. The superintendent of police, in his capacity of coroner, held 
52 inquests in the course of the year, resulting in verdicts as 


follows :— 


Murder - - - 5 3h 
Homicide - - = . | 
Felo dese - - - 3 # ig 
Accidental death = - - m Pa 
Natural causes - - r - 20 
Open verdicts - - s «a 


In two of five “murder” cases, verdicts of “ homicide not 
amounting to murder ” were given on trial of the cases before the 
Supreme Court. In the other cases the perpetrators escaped 
justice. 

PRISONS. 


Criminal Prison. 


57. The criminal prison returns strengthen the view as to the 
comparative freedom from crime which the Settlement presents. 
Out of 1,168 prisoners sentenced by the magistrate, and 20 


R 4233. 
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See ans ms, Sentenced by the Supreme Court, only 152 were committed to 
esos prison, including those committed for non-payment of fines, the 
Matacea. yemainder being punished by fine only. The returns give the 
Pip following particulars as to the durations of the sentences of 


imprisonment :— 


One month and under - - - 66 
One to two months - x 32 
Two to three months - - - 22 
Three to six months” - - - 25 
Six months to one year - - - 8 
Two years - . - te 
Four years Z 2 re we ‘9 
Six years - - - - 1 
Seven years” - - - - 2 
Ten years - - - 22 
152 


Long-sentence Prisoners transferred to Singapore. 


58. All the long-sentence prisoners, to the number of 41, who 
were confined in the gaol at the time, were transferred to Sinea- 
pore in November 1881, and long-sentence prisoners who are now 
from time to time committed to the prison are similarly transferred 
to Singapore by the first convenient opportunity ; the prison being 
used as a place of detention for short-sentence prisoners only, tiszt 
is, for prisoners whose sentences of imprisonment do not exceed six 
months. 

Number of Prisoners. 


59. Including those who remained from the previous year, 220 
prisoners were confined in the prison in the course of the year ; 
giving a daily average of about 60. ‘The number on the 31st 
December 1881, was 23. 


Health. 


60. The daily average number of sick in hospital was 5:25. 
There were no deaths on the criminal side, but one prisoner await- 
ing trial and one lunatic under detention died in the civil prison. 


Civil Prison Commitments. 


61. The civil prison returns show commitments to the number 
of 176 in the course of the year, viz. :— 


For safe custody - - - 110 
For trial - - a - 99 
Simple imprisonment = - - - 9 
Debtors - - ~ =. AB 
Lunatics - - - - 13 

176 
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Staff. 


62. The prison (criminal and civil) is conducted by a staff 
consisting of the superintendent, one European warder, one 
sub-warder, and six native warders, 


CHINESE AND Manay SOcIiETIEs. 
Number of Chinese Societies. 


63. There are five registered Chinese societies in Malacca, and 
the numbers borne on the registers at the close of the three years 
under review were as follows :— 


— | 1879. 1880. | 1881. 

Ghee Hin - - - 1,380 1,778 2,549 
Do., Macao - - - 282 282 344 
Ghee Boo - - - 556 556 581 
Hock Beng - - - 1,126 1,126 1,802 
Hye San ‘ : : 156 357 440 


The increases in the numbers do not, I understand, represent 
increases of the actual members of the societies to an equal extent. 
The names of new members are, it appears, added to the registers 
kept in the Kongsi houses, but no attempt is made to strike off 
the names of those who die or leave the country, or otherwise 
cease to become members. The societies have given no trouble 
during the past year, and it is to be hoped that they are more 
and more taking the position of inoffensive associations for mutual 
support and assistance. 


The Red Flag and White Flag Societies. 


64. The “Red Flag” and “ White Flag” societies, which have 
sprung up among the Malays comparatively recently, stand. on 
quite a different footing to the Chinese societies. They have no 
root in old established customs or prejudices; they serve no 
useful purposes; and they lead to endless quarrels and litigations, 
supported, in a great number of cases, by manufactured and 
partisan evidence on both sides. By an Ordinance recently 
passed, No. IV. of 1882, these societies have been made illegal, 
and I feel but little doubt but that, in this Settlement at any rate, 
discouraged as they are already by the quiet and respectable 
people among the Malays and other Mohamedan classes, the 
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societies will, in a very short time, disappear and be forgotten 
The societies have never been recognised or allowed to register 
themselves under the Ordinance IX. of 1869. 


EDUCATION. 
Numbers of Scholars. 


65. The numbers of scholars attending the schools of the 
Settlement (average enrolment) during the three years were as 
follows :— 


— | 1879. | 1880. 1881. 
High School - - Boys 209 242 299 
French Mission Schools— 
St. Francis - Boys 171 178 165 
The Convent - Girls 70 80 100 
Portuguese Mission Schools— 
Trankerah - - Boys 44 38 35 
Bandar Ilir - Boys 43 37 40 
Bandar Ilir - Girls 34 34 33 
Malacca Girls’ School - Girls 29 25 18 
Vernacular Schools - Boys 582 637 636 


Vernacular Schools. 


66. One vernacular school was closed in 1881, and three new 
ones were opened. The total number in operation at the close 
of 1881 was 21. 

HOosPITALs. 
Number of Cases. 


67. The following figures show the numbers of patients 
treated in the hospitals of the Settlement in 1881 :— 
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Remained trom 1880 - - : 2 2 4 16 _ 

Admitted in 1881 - - - 288 95 94 1 — 
290 | 97 98 | — | 1238, 

Discharged - . 276 96 96 1 i= 

Absconded_  - : - - _— _ _ = =. 

Transferred - - - a _ 10 = 

Died - - . - - 5 _ 1 6 = 

281 96 97 17 = 


Remained at the close of 1881 - 9 uJ 
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Diseases. 


68. The principal diseases treated in the pauper hospital were 
as follows :— 


— | Admissions. | Discharges. Deaths. 
Ague - ° ; - 79 80 ~ 
Rheumatism = = - 43 42 — 
Syphilis, &e. = - - - 33 33 — 
Phthisis - - - - 27 13 16 
Sloughing Phagedena - - 72 38 39 
Anemia is - = 23 18 3 
General Dropsy - - - 61 31 28 
Beri-Beri - - - 49 25 4 
Paralysis - - - 22 5 5 
Dysentery - - - 11 3 7 
Diarrhea = = = 28 16 12 
Abscess - - - - 9 9 —_ 
Ulcer - - - - 155 124 — 
General Debility - - 15 7 7 
Other Diseases - - “ 50 41 4 

Total - - 677 485 125 


Increase of Numbers in Pauper Hospital. 


69. The numbers in the hospital, which at the beginning of 
the year were only 59, amounted on the 3lst December 1881 
to 121; and at the close of last month they had further increased 
to 168. The present hospital accommodation is insufficient for 
such numbers, and temporary arrangements are being made to 
provide additional space, Permanent arrangements for providing 
sufficient accommodation, including probably the establishment 
of district hospitals, are also now under the consideration of the 
Government. 


Vaccination, 


70. The Vaccination returns for the three years give the 
following results :— 


re Number of Cases. Successful Cases. 
1879 : - * 1,400 1,052 
1880 ‘ . - 1,870 1,561 
1881 - - - - 1,669 L117 
_ LLL ese stesso a? 
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SETTLEMENTS. 
MALACCA. Census, 1871, 1881. 


71. Accordixg to the returns of the census taken on the 
2nd April 1871, and that taken on the 3rd of April, 1881, the 
population of the Settlement at the two dates respectively were 
as shown in the following statement :— 


Population, 1871. Population, 1881. 
Nationalities. 

é Males. | Females. | Totals. Males. | Females. | Totals. 

Malays - - [28,102 29,372 57,474 32,784 34,729 67,513 
Chinese . - 9,850 3,606 13,456 15,721 4,020 19,741 
Eurasians - - 1,056 1,169 2,225 1,075 1,188 2,218 
Tamils. - - 1,556 1,318 2,874 1,062 723 1,785 
Other Nationalities 1,372 355 1,727 1,417 910 2,827 
Total - 41,936 35,820 77,756 52,059 41,520 98,579 


Births and Deaths. 
72. The births and deaths registered in 1881, were as follows :— 


Births, 1881. Deaths, 1881. 
Nationalities, § |_—_————————————o— 
Males. | Females. | Totals. Males. Females. | Totals. 
Malays - . 1,007 874 1,881 741 
Chinese - - 480 
Eurasians - - 42 
Tamils - - 39 
Other Nationalities 24 
Total - 1,326 


Low Birth-rate, Chinese and Tamils. 


73. The birth-rate among the Malays, as registered, is nearly 
64 per cent. on the female population; and if this is taken as the 
standard, it would seem to show that among the Chinese and 
Tamils either the births are at an expaptiinaaie low rate, or else 
that, in a considerable proportion of cases, the births are not 
registered. 
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Immigration and Emigration. 


74, There are no means of ascertaining the number of immi- 
grants and emigrants into and from the Settlement. Steamers 
arrive continually from Singapore on the one side, and from 
Penang and the Native States on the other, crowded with native 
passengers, principally Chinese, but how many of them land at 
Malacca, and how many of such passengers embark at Malacca, 
there is nothing to show. It is probable, however, that on the 
balance the Settlement receives a very considerable addition 
yearly to its population in this way. 

C. J. Irvine, 
Malacca, 19th June, 1882. Resident Councillor. 


MAURITIUS. 


No. 15. 


Lieutenant-Governor F. Naprer Broomg, C.M.G., tothe Right 
Hon. the EarL oF KIMBERLEY. 


Government House, Mauritius, 
My Lorp, September 25, 1882. 
I wave the honour to transmit herewith the annual Blue 
Book of the Colony for the year 1881. My detailed report is 
also enclosed. 

2. The year 1881 was fairly, if not exuberantly, prosperous, 
both for the people and the Government of this Colony. ‘The 
public revenue was, it is true, slightly lower than that of the pre- 
vious twelve months. But expenditure was carefully kept down, 
and the Colonial accounts showed a surplus of Rs. 213,734. 

2. No hurricane visited Mauritius during last year, and the 
cane crop of 1881 to 1882 was of average excellence, the quantity 
of sugar manufactured having been a little less than the out-turn 
of the preceding season. The export and import trade exceeded 
by a few thousand rupees the returns of 1880. 

3. For the first time for forty years, there was no introduction 
of coolie labour from India. 

4. One of the principal features of the year was the large 
amount of legislative work done by the Council of Government. 
Measures were passed into law providing for the reforestation of 
the island, by the conservation of the remaining Crown forests, 
and by the acquisition of such other forest lands, as it might be 
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deemed necessary to purchase in the public interest. Under 
these measures, 3 Woods and Forests Board, a Forests Lands Pur- 
chase Commission, and an extensive Forest Department have been 
organised, and are now at work. 

5. Among other important legislation, laws were passed which 
had for their object the good government of the island of Rodri- 
gues (which I visited in the month of July) and of the other 
dependencies; an improved management and discipline of the 
Colonial gaols ; a re-organisation of the constitution and proce- 
dure of the Supreme Court; the establishment of a Mortgage 
Office and Savings Bank at the Seychelles; the abolition of the 
old standing and pernicious system of attachments to salaries ; 
the settlement of the pensions of Civil Servants ; and the regula- 
tion of the island fisheries. Inaddition to these Ordinances, some 
thirty other measures, of more or less importance, were enacted ; 
and it may be mentioned that, so far, all of them have received 
the approval of Her Majesty, with the exception of an Ordinance 
consolidating the municipal loans. This measure has been allowed 
in principle, but has been referred back to the Colony on some 
points of-financial detail. 

6. In addition to the Ordinance actually passed, several enact- 
ments of much consequence were drafted, introduced into the 
Council of Government, and proceeded with up to a certain stage. 
Among these were a bankruptcy law, a law reorganising the 
Curatelle, and laws regarding mountain and river reservoirs, 
irrigation, and judicial sales of land. ‘The consideration of these 
measures, has since been continued, and the Bankruptcy and 
Curatelle laws have passed the Council. 

7. It may also be noted that the reorganisation of the district 
magistracies, the construction of a central prison on the cellular 
plan, and the reform of the prison service of the Colony by the 
introduction of a superior class of head warders from England, 
each of which projects had been long pending, were finally resolved 
upon and settled, and that a new code of regulations for primary 
Schools receiving grants-in-aid, which had been under considera- 
tion for three years, was passed by the Council of Education. 
Squatting on the Crown lands, which had proved an extensive 
evil in former years, was brought to an end by the completion of 
a careful inquiry into the whole matter, by the issue of regular 
leases of allotments 10 the squattcrs, and, in a few cases, by their 
ejection. Only 14 squatters remained at the close of the year, 
and they have since been got rid of. A code of regulations for 
the transaction of public business in the several departments of 
the Colonial Government, framed by me, received your Lordship’s 
approval, as did also other proposals of departmental reform and 
reorganisation. 

8. The land and sea defence of the Colony was fully inquired 
into, and reported upon to Her Majesty’s Government. In this 
matter I had the advantage of the assistance of the eminent sol- 
dier and administrator Colonel (now Major-General) Gordon, 


C.B., R.E. 
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9. The year 1881 was the census year of Mauritius, as of the Mavrrrws. 
Empire in general, and what appears to have been a full and 
accurate enumeration of the people was made on the 3rd of 
April. During the cool season, a very successful exhibition was 
held in the saloons of Government House, Port Louis, which I 
lent for the occasion 

10. Altogether, 1881 was a busy year in the councils and 
public departments of this Government, and I venture to hope 
that at least some of the work accomplished will bear good fruit. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. (Signed)  F. Napier Broome, 

The Earl of Kimberley, Lieutenant-Governor. 

&e. &e. 


Report on the Buur Boox of Mauritius for 1881. 


I.— Taxation. 
The following were the only changes made in taxes :— 


a. The import duties on opium were raised to— 
Rs. 20 per kilogram on crude opium ; 
» 40 “a » refined opium. 
b. The license duty for the sale of opium was increased to 
Rs. 100 per half year. 
c. The import duties on wines in bottles were reduced as 
follows :— 
To one rupee per dozen bottles not exceeding 
one litre each; and to half a rupee per dozen 
bottles not exceeding half a litre each. 


Il —Revenue and Expenditure of the Colony. 


The revenue of 1881 amounted to Rs. 7,813,910, Rs. 7,178 
less than that of 1880. The aggregate expenditure was 
Rs. 7,600,176, ; Rs. 26,216 more than that of the previous year. 
‘The financial transactions of the year left a surplus of Rs. 213,734. 


Ii1.—Financial condition of the Municipal Corporation of 
Port Louis. 


Rs. C 

Balance on hand on Ist January 1881 - 56,540 61 
Receipts during 1881 - - - 678,150 63 
734,691 24 

Payments during 1881 - - - 692,339 84 


Balance on hand on 3lst December 1881 42,351 40 
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Debenture Debt of the Municipal Corporation of Port Louis. 


When due. | Principal. | Interest. | Total. 
& | £ & 
1882 = - - - — 8,040 8,040 
1883 os - = - —_ 8,040 8,040 
1884 - - - - 21,840 7,658 29,498 
1885 —s«- « - - 36,700 5,227 41,927 | 
1886°-.> = - - 13,080 3,714 16,794 
TSS Toone “ = é 10,760 2,839 13,599 | 
1888 2 - 2 a 30,200 1,368 31,568 
1889 = = = 9,240 115 9,355 
Total - - 121,820 37,001 158,821 


Amount of sinking fund on the 31st December 1881, 
Rs. 223,400. 


IV.— Military Expenditure. 


The military contribution paid by the Colony in 1881 amounted 
to Rs. 165,910. The troops in the Colony at the end of the year 
were as follows :— 


Staff - - - - - 10 
Artillery - - - - 98 
Infantry - - - - 251 
Engineers » - - - 7 
Army Service Corps - - - 2 
», Hospital Corps - - chee O 
379 


V.—Imports and Exports. 


Exclusive of specie and bullion, the imports amounted to 
Rs. 20,299,712, and the exports to Rs. 34,776,608, showing an 
increase of Rs. 152,854 in imports and of Rs. 336,378 in exports. 

Exports of sugar increased to the amount of 2,207,435 
kilograms :— 


Kilograms, 

1881 - - - - 112,418,113 

1880 - 2 ‘ - 110,210,678 
Difference - - 2,207,435 

The value of the sugar exported also shows an increase :— 
Rs. 
1881 - - - - 31,846,294 
1880 - - - - 30,492,138 


Increase - ~ - 1,354,156 


HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS, 219 


VI.— Shipping. 


Under this head the year 1881 shows the following differences, 
compared with 1880 :— 


—_—— | 1880. | 1881. | —- 
Tons. Tons. 
Inwards - - 269,505 273,934 Increase - - 4,429 
Ontwards’~ - - 272,300 270,233 Decrease - - 2,067 


a a 


VII.—Assets and Liabilities. 
On the 31st of December 1881, the assets of the Colony 
exceeded its liabilities (exclusive of railway debts) by Rs, 2,181,938. 


VILL.— Railway Debts. 
The railway debts stood as follows :— 


£ 
a.—Loan payable November 1882 - 130,100 
6.—Loan payable November 1895, 1896 254,300 
c.—Savanne Railway loan - - 99,000 
*< d.—Moka Railway loan - - 105,000 
e.—Loan under Ord. 10 of 1879 - 245,500 
Total : 5 - 833,900 


IX.— Currency. 


The Commissioners of Currency had notes in circulation to 
the value of Rs. 3,000,475. 
Their assets stood as follows :— 


Rs. 
a.—Specie reserve - - 1,456,225 
b,—Invested in England - na 1,762,257 
3,218,482 


X.— Savings Bank, 


The deposits of 1881 amounted to Rs, 1,063,288, or Rs, 95,817 
more than those of 1880. The number of depositors was also 
larger; it amounted on the 31st December 1881 to 14,548; 
924 more than at the close of the previous year. The total 
amount due to depositors, iticluding interest, was Res. 2,836,271, 
the largest amount ever held by the Bank until then. It exceeded 
the amount which stood to the credit of depositors at the end of 
1880 by Rs. 169,696. Of the funds in the Bank more than half 
(namely, Rs. 1,457,936) belonged to Indians, 


* Payable by annual drawings. 
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Mavrirrus. XI.— Population. 
The estimated population on 3lst December 1881 was as 
follows :— 
Males - - ~ - 207,437 
Females - - ~ - 151,982 
Total - - - 359,419 
which is 549 less than the estimated population at the end of 
1880. 
In births there was a decrease of 349; and in deaths an increase 
of 603. 


The birth rate in the total population was 36:2 per 1,000, 
the death rate 29°8 per 1,000. 

As compared with 1880, the death rate shows an increase of 
1-7 per 1,000. 

There was a slight decrease in still births, namely :—from 
1,082 in 1880 to 1,020 in 1881. 

Suicides had fallen from 52 in 1870 to 33 in 1880, but they 
rose to 51 in 1881. 


XII.— Immigration. 


No immigrants were introduced in 1881. 
The departures of 1881 were as follows :— 


—— Males. Females. Total. 

: Adults - - 1,043 244 1,287 
Immigrants} Children - . 18 14 "32 
Descendants of immigrants - 119 116 235 
Total - - 1,180 374 1,554 


The departures of the previous year amounted to 2,345. 

To this decrease in departures the Protector of Immigrants 
refers in the following terms in his annual Report :— 

* The decrease in the departures, as well as in the proportion 
“ of females who leave Mauritius, are favourable features, and 
‘© point to the fact that the Indian prefers living here to returning 
* to his own country.” 


XIII.—£ducation. 


There were 40 Government schools and 53 aided _ schools 
at the end of 1881. The average attendance was 3,714 in 
the former and 3,062 in the latter. The cost to Government 
per pupil was as follows :— 


In the Government schools - - 
In the aided schools “ ‘“ 
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Of the aided schools 38 were under Roman Catholic managers, 
13 under Church of England managers, and 2 under Presby- 
terian managers. 

The numbers of pupils in the Royal College and the Royal 
College Schools in 1880 and 1881 were as follows :— 


ne ae ee | 1880. | 1881. 

Royal College - - - - - 189 157 
5 » School, Curepipe - - " 68 106 

‘5 » Port Louis - - - - | 183 187 
Totals - ° . i sisi 440 450 


—a 


The total amount disbursed for ee purposes in 1881 
was Rs. 343,343, Rs. 27, 613 more than in 1880. 


XIV.—Judicial Statistics. 


The total number of offences reported to the police or to the 
magistrates was 32,472; 380 less than in 1880, 

The total number of persons prosecuted in 1881 was 23,745 ; 
535 less than in 1880. 

The offences tried were as follows :— 


Murder or attempt at murder - - 12 
Other offences against the person - ~ 1,603 
Offences against property - ~ - 2,668 
Miscellaneous offences — - - - 15,195 


Ten persons were sentenced to death. The sentences were 
carried out in two cases; in the others the sentences were com- 
muted to imprisonment. 


XV.— Gaols. 


The total number of persons committed in 1881 was 9,539; 
18 jess than in 1880. 

The sentences under which they were committed were as 
follows :— 


(1.) Death - - - - 10 
(2.) Five years’ imprisonment, or more - 26 
(3.) Not less than one a and less than 

five years - 77 
(4.) More than three risorrelis and Jets tae 

one year - - - so, 2 689 


(5.) Three months or less - = - 4,131 
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The above-mentioned committals include 906 for vagranoy, aud 
74 removals to the juvenile reformatory. 


XVI.— Crown Lands. 


Upwards of 8 miles of Crown land boundaries, and 18 miles 
of mountain reserve boundaries, were opened in 1881. The 
surveys led to the addition of 400 arpents of land to the Crown 
domain. The value of lands sold amounted to Rs. 1,833. The 
amount of rent realized was Rs. 44,556. 

Squatting on Crown lands, which, a few years before, had 
existed extensively, was virtually brought to an end at the close 
of 1881, when there only remained 14 squatters. Their holdings 
have since been placed under regular leases. 


XVII.—Forests, and Botanical Gardens. 


Towards the conservation and restoration of forests important 
action was taken in 1881. Under legislative sanction, a Forest 
Department was organised ; a large tract of land, comprising 
most of the remaining forests and the sources of the principal 
rivers of the Colony, was brought by proclamation under stricter 
supervision ; and purchasing power was given to Government 
in reference to those tracts which it is now recognised that 
Government should hold as reserves, and which had previously 
been alienated. 

The Botanical Gardens at Pamplemousses and Curepipe proved 
no less useful than in former years; upwards of 200,000 plants 
were propagated and issued from the former; and nearly 50,000 
from the latter. 

The number of visitors at the gardens of Pamplemousses 
rose from 86,551 in 1880 to 90,152. 


XVUI.— Railways. 


The gross receipts of the railways amounted in 1881 to 
Rs. 1,470,198 ; Rs. 20,313 less than in 1880. The expenditure 
was Rs. 1,019,260 ; Rs. 3,239 less than during the previous year. 

The net receipts showed a slight decrease :— 


Rs. 
1880 - is. - - 467,831 
1881 ~ . - - 450,948 
Decrease - - 16,883 


XIX.—Post Office and Telegraphs. 


The gross revenue of the Post Office increased from Rs. 67,135 
in 1880 to Rs. 69,636 in 1881. 
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The letters, post-cards, and newspapers which passed through 
the office were as follows :— 


— | Letters. | Post-cards. | Newspapers. 
1880 - - - - 720,652 8,231 718,835 
1881 - - - - 767,940 8,929 751,283 
Increase - - - 47,288 698 32,448 


The postal money order business showed an increase of 
Rs. 16,240 :-— 


Rs. 
1880 - = ~ - 68,869 
1881 - - - - 85,109 


The gross revenue of the telegraph branch amounted to Rs. 
13,424, showing an increase of Rs. 1,760 over the previous year 
The net revenue was Rs. 10,562; Rs. 1,566 more than in 1880. 


X X.— Observatory. 


The following are the most noteworthy results shown by the 
annual report of Dr. C. Meldrum, the able Director of the Royal 
Alfred Observatory. 

The mean temperature for the year 1881 was 73°6, against 
a mean of 74°1 for the period 1875-81. The highest tempe- 
rature (85°6) occurred on the 22nd March, and the lowest 
(57°°5) on the 15th August. 

The rainfall was 45°32 inches, against 34°03 in 1880, and 
against an average of 47°84 inches in the seven years 1875-81. 

No hurricane visited the Colony in the course of the year ; 
but one which did much damage at Réunion passed at a short 
distance north of Mauritius on the morning of the 21st January. 

Observations at sea have been collected and carefully regis- 
tered by Dr. Meldrum, especially with reference to hurricanes ; 
and synoptic charts have been prepared by him showing the state 
of the winds and weather in the Indian Ocean, at noon, on each 
day on which a tropical cyclone existed. 

Sun-spots were also carefully observed and photographed by 
him whenever the state of the weather permitted it. 


XXI.—Legislation. 


Forty-three Ordinances were passed in 1881; the most im- 
portant of which were the following :— 

No. 1. To prevent the undue destruction of timber. 

No. 3. ‘To amend the law relating to master and servant, and 
the maintenance of public order in Rodrigues and certain of the 
lesser dependencies of Mauritius. 
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MAUuRITIUs. No. 9. To amend the law as to the custody, discipline, and em- 
~ Saw ployment of persons detained in the prisons and _ reformatory 
schools of this Colony. 

No. 10. To make better provision for the conservation, restora- 
tion and management of Woods and Forests. 

No. 12. To regulate the emigration of Indian Immigrants and 
liberated Africans. 

No. 14. To provide for the better administration of justice. 

No. 15. To amend the Law of Evidence. 

No. 24. To amend the laws relating to Customs. 

No. 26. To regulate the appointment and the service of pilots. 

No. 28. To establish a separate Mortgage or Hypothec Office 
at Port Victoria, in the Island of Mahé one of the Seychelles 
Tslands. 

No. 29. To establish a savings bank at Victoria, in the Island 
of Mahé, one of the Seychelles Islands. 

No. 30. To regulate pensions in respect of offices held in the 
Civil Service of the Colony. 

No. 32. To regulate the attachment of salaries generally and 
the attachment of Government and Municipal pensions, and of 
sums due by the Government, the Municipality of Port Louis, 
and the War Department in respect of contracts. 

No. 33. To authorise the conversion of the Municipal loans. 

No. 34. To transfer to the Chief Medical Officer all the powers 
and duties of the Poor Law Commissioner in regard to Public 
Hospitals and Dispensaries. 

No. 39. To prevent the introduction and spread of cattle 
diseases. 

No. 40, To abolish capital punishment in certain cases. 

No. 42. To amend and consolidate the laws on fisheries. 


XXII. — Dependencies. 
(a.) Seychelles and Rodrigues. 


The Seychelles Blue Book Report, and the report of the Civil 
Commissioner of Rodrigues, for 1881, are submitted herewith. 


(b.) Minor Dependenctes. 


The following minor dependencies were visited and reported 
upon by the magistrate appointed under Ordinance No. 41 of 
1875 :— 

Peros Banhos, 
Diego Garcia, 
Egmont or Six Islands, 
St. Brandon, 
St. Juan de Nova. 
I have, &c. 

Port Louis, (Signed) F, Narrer Broome, 

20th September 1882. Lieutenant-Governor, 
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SEYCHELLES. 


No. 16. 
Report on Buue Boox Returns of the Srycnen es for 1881. 


Government House, Seychelles, 
SIR, June 16, 1882. 
I HAVE the honour to submit for the information of his 
Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor the following report on the 
Blue Book Returns for the Seychelles Islands for the year 1881. 


Revenue. 


The revenue for the year 1881 amounted to Rs. 129,508; 
and thus fell short of that collected in 1880 by Rs. 23,545, and 
of the amount estimated by Captain Havelock for 1881 by 
Rs. 22,292. This unexpected diminution in the receipts during 
the past year was due to a sudden fall in the price of cocoanut oil, 
which was unforeseen when the estimates where framed, and also 
in some degree toa decrease in the quantity of oil produced, owing 
to the spread of the cocoanut tree disease. 

Such a falling off in the value and quantity of the staple pro- 
duct, naturally led to a corresponding decline in the customs 
duties ; both the export and the import trade being injuriously 
affected. 

The exports for 1881 fell to Rs. 321,245, and the imports to 
Rs. 305,976, as against Rs. 412,382 and Rs. 444,668, respectively, 
in the previous year, and there was a consequent decrease in the 
Custom’s duties in 1881 of Rs. 23,577, and in the quay dues of 
Rs. 742 as compared with the year before. 

The loss on these items, both depending solely on the import 
trade, was thus Rs. 774 in excess of the entire sum by which the 
revenue for 1881 fell short of that for 1880; showing that a 
considerable increase took place over the amount collected in the 
previous year under the other heads of revenue. 

This was'the case especially under the heads of Excise, and of 
Registration; the former having advanced from Rs. 6,298 to 
Rs. 13,381, and the latter showing an increase of Rs. 951 over 
1880. 


The great increase in the consumption of home-made rum is 


worthy of especial notice; and now that a Regulation has been 
successfully framed for suppressing the manufacture of the 
“‘Bacca” formerly so extensively made and consumed in these 
Islands, the Excise will probably soon yield a far larger revenue 
than has been the case for many years past. 
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I have, I trust, been able to show, that although, owing to 
unforeseen circumstances, the revenue for 1881 fell considerably 
below the estimated amount, no cause exists for apprehension 
with respect to the future, and that even during this unusually 
depressed period the signs ef progress and improvement were by 
no means absent. 

The prospects for the present year are, | am happy to state, 
most re-assuring.. An increase of nearly Rs. 9,000 over the cor- 
responding five months of 1881, has already taken place, and I 
feel confident that the Revenue for 1882 will leave an ampie sur- 
plus over the estimated expenditure. 

Every effort is being made to stamp out the cocoanut tree 
disease, which I trust will in time die out, as similar plant-mala- 
dies have done in so many cases elsewhere. 

The price of cocoanut oil is not, I think, likely to fall farther, 
and may very possibly to some extent improve. 

Should oil however merely maintain its present value, the 
increasing cultivation of coffee and spices, will, as the plantations 
come into full bearing, more than counterbalance the loss occasioned 
by the diminution in its former price. 


Public Works. 


The only public works of any importance exeeuted during 1881 
were the redemption of a portion of the sea shore near the Custom 
House, which was walled in and partially filled up with earth, &c., 
the construction of several small wooden bridges, and the extension 
of the south road a distance of 624 yards. 


Shipping. 


The number of vessels entering Port-Victoria during the year 
1881 was 76, with a tonnage of 52,121 tons. 

Seven of Her Majesty’s ships, five French, one German, and two 
Russian men-of-war visited the port during the year. 


Population and Vital Statistics. 


The sumber of births and deaths registered throughout the 
Seychelles Islands in 1881 were respectively 502 and 255. 

In addition to the above there were 38 still-births. 

Of tke births, 283 were legitmate, and 219 illegitimate. 

The births of females were in excess of those of males by 18, 
and the deaths of males exceeded those of females in number by 


The birth-rate per thousand, exclusive of still-births, was 35°37, 
as against 29,4,, returned in 1880. ‘The rate of still-births was 
26 per thousand. 

The death-rate, calculated on the total population of the Islands, 
as determined by the census of last year, amounted to 17:96. 
This, though comparing very favourably with former years, was 
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higher that that of 1880; when, however, apparently the population 
of the Amirantes was not included in the return. Allowing for 
this omission, however, the figures in my predecessor’s report 
(134,) show that the death-rate was most unusually low. 


Administration of Justice. 


There were 519 persons tried before the District Court in 1881, 
being 45 less than in the previous year. 

Of this number 439 were convicted, and 178 discharged. 

There were tried before the Stipendiary Court, for offences 
under labour laws, 171 persons, of whom 140 were convicted and 
31 discharged. 

Of the criminal cases during the year only 68 were at all of a 
serious nature. 

They included however one case of murder, for which this 
offender was tried and executed in Mauritius. 

Most of the offences were of. a description which would be 
characterised by _the English law as misdemeanours, such as 
contraventions of various kinds, furious driving, assaults, &c. ; and 
it is gratifying to find that there were only 30 cases of larceny as 
against 122 in 1879. 

Public Hospital. 


The number of patients in the public hospital at the close of 
1879 was 10, and 137 were admitted during 1881. 

The admissions include 25 seamen of H.MLS. “ Ruby,” which 
arrived here with her crew in a very sickly condition, and 19 
coolies landed from the French emigrant ship “ Francis.” 

There were 15 deaths in the hospital during the year, and 121 
patients were discharged. Amongst the deaths were those of two 
of the seamen and three of the coolies, above mentioned. 

The number of “ Dispensary patients” amounted to 4,180. 

Medicine is now only supplied gratuitously to persons provided 
with certificates of inability to pay for it signed by ministers of 
religion, the wardens, &c. a change which will have the effect, I 
trust, of greatly diminishing the quantity issued at the cost of the 
Government. 

The principal diseases treated in the hospital were ancemia, 
rheumatism, ulcers, dysentery, and syphilis. 

The amount of fees received in 1881 was Rs. 2,810 and the 
cost of rations Rs. 2,074. 

The condition and management of this hospital are all that can 
be desired, and the institution is a credit to the Dependency. 


Prison. 


I regret that a similar encomium to that which I have passed 
upon the hospital cannot be applied to the gaol of Port-Victoria, 
which is by no means well adapted for its purpose. 

Money has however been voted for its improvement and the 
works will shortly be commenced. 
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Sercnetizs, When these are completed, a better state of things as regards 
“prison discipline and labour than is practicable at present will be 
established: the prison committee showing every disposition to 

make improvements, and to keep pace with the times, 

The sanitary state of the gaol, notwithstanding all drawbacks, 
is excellent. The dietary scale, though it has been slightly 
diminished, is liberal ; but I do not consider it too much so for 
prisoners performing hard labour, nor as compared with the usual 
dietary of convict establishments, The number of persons com- 
mitted to prison in 1881 was 292, as against 418 in 1880,—119 
of the above persons were committed for penal offences; 166 for 
non-payment of fines and costs; and 7 for non-payment of local 
rate and surcharge. 

There were 20 admissions to hospital, and 1 death. The total 
expenditure in the prison department for 1881 was Rs. 7,339. 


Education. 


During last year 12 schools were examined, with satisfactory 
results, 

Seven of these schools are under the management of the Roman. 
Catholic Mission, and are attended by 704 pupils, whilst five are 
under the control of the Church of England, and are attended by 
253 pupils. 

The total number of children at school is 104 in excess of the 
previous year. 

The sum of Rs. 6,000, being Rs. 1,000 more than the previous 
year, was distributed as grants-in-aid in the following proportion :-— 


Rs. 
Roman Catholic schools - - 4,572,87 
Protestant schools - - - 1,427,138 


Legislation. 


The following Regulations were passed by the Board of Civil 
Commissioners, and received the Lieutenant-Governor’s approval 
during the year 1881: 

No. 1 ef 1881.—To repeal Regulation No.2 of 1880, and to 
make better provision in lieu thereof. (The Regulation pro- 
hibiting the manufacture of “ Bacca ”). 

No. 2 of 1881.—To amend Regulation No.1 of 1873 for the 
division of the Seychelles Islands into Wards. 

No. 3 of 1881.—Giving the Estimates for 1882 the force of 
Law. 

Several Ordinances affecting Seychelles were likewise passed in 
Mauritius, but as they are contained in the list of Mauritius laws 
for 1881, I do not deem it necessary to quote them here. 


I haye, &e. 
The Hon. (Signed ) ArtuuR C. §. Barxty, 
The Colonial Secretary, Chief Civil Commissioner. 


Mauritius 
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RODRIGUES, RopRIGuESs 
No. 17. 
Report on the Isnanp OF Ropricues for the Year 1881. 


].— Taxation. 


During the year 1881 the following reductions of license duties 
as levied under Ordinance No. 6 of 1878 were made by the 
Lieutenant-Governor in consequence of petitions addressed to 
his Excellency while at Rodrigues, viz :— 


Rs. Rs. 
Wine and spirit license from 120 to 100 per 6 months. 
Grocery and grain 53 15 to 10 ‘A 
Haberdashery ae AO ee “3 
Tobacco » 25to 15 7 
Consolidated 5, at 10 told re 
or a reduction of Rs, 40 per six months on the licenses in 


bulk. 


Game licenses were also reduced from Rs. 10 per annum to 
Rs. 5 per annum. 

The wisdom of this latter. reduction will be made apparent 
in the increased number of licenses sure to be taken out for the 
future. 

The charge first made in 1879 for Latanier leaves and Latanier 
cord (the latter being made from the stem of the leaf) has also 
been abolished. 

No other change in taxation has taken place. 


I].— Receipts and Expenditure. 
Receipts for past Two Years. 


No. Heads of Receipts. | 1880. | 1881. 
Rs (oe Rs c 
1 | Land sales and forest produce - 465 09 391 61 
2 | Customs ” - ° - 80 73 1 938 
3 | Land rent - - - - 1,199 00 1,215 25 
4 | Pasturage - - - - 959 25 1,259 75 


Registration dues - - 14 00 7 50 


on 
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No. Heads of Receipts. | 1880. | 1881. 
Rs. ec. Ra... =. 
6 | Licenses (shop, game and fishing) - 2,492 00 2,551 00 
7 | Stamps - - - - 255 69 82 87 
8 | Taxes (horses and dogs) * - 478 75 460 00 
9 | Postageand Commission on Money Orders 129 65 150 47 
10 | Fines and forfeitures - - - 307 50 808 25 
11 | Fees of court - - - - 210 02 207 74 
12 | Fees of office - - - - 52 75 23 50 
13 | Sale of Government property - - 344 80 1,942 64 
14 | Schoolfees - - - “ 57. 75 70 25 
15 | Miscellaneous - - = - 274 94 1,498 70 
Toteh * -| 7,821 92 10,666 46 


There is an increase in the receipts for 1881 of Rs, 3,344 54c. 
on those for 1880, and the figures under heads of Receipts 
for the year under report are nearly double those of 1878. 
There has been an increase in receipts for land rent, pasturage, 
licenses, postage, fines, and forfeitures, sale of Government pro- 
perty, school fees, and miscellaneous, amounting: altogether to 
Rs. 3,727 42c., versus aslight decrease in land sales, forest produce, 
customs, registration dues, stamps, taxes, fees of court, and fees of 
office equal to Rs, 382 8c. 


I therefore attribute the increase principally to sale of Govern- 
ment rice made at the beginning of the year, and increase of 
receipts under heading “ Miscellaneous.” 


The rate of revenue per head of population for 1881 is 
Rs. 7 21c. against Rs. 5 14c. in 1880. 


Expenditure for past Two Years. 


No. Heads of Expenditure. | 1880. | 

Salaries, Fixed and Provisional. Rs. cc. 

1 | Magistrate and postmaster - - 8,453 32 

2 | Roman Catholic priest - - 2,166 58 

3 | Government medical officer - - 657 64 

4 | School Department - - - 2,691 96 

5 | Police and forest ranger - - 5,356 70 

6 | Hospital servants - - - 229 50 

7 | Scavengers - - - - 113 80 

8 | Increment to schoolmaster - - _ 
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No. Heads of Expenditure. | 1881. 
Allowances. Rs. c¢ 
9 | Rent, Government medical officer - 550 00 
10 Do. schoolmaster and mistress - 860 00 
11 | Lodging for scavengers ~ - oe 
12 | Meteorological observer - - 213 00 
18 | Allowance to sanitary warden - - — 
14 | Service of hospital dispenser, epidemic — 
Miscellaneous. 
15 | Taxation, Crown witnesses’ - - 20 74 
16 | Commission, sale of postage labels - 5 75 
17 | Rent of hospital - - - 860 00 
104 41 


18 | Hospital sick diets - - - 
19 | Works and buildings (including sanitary) 2,877 472 50 
67 


20 | Repairs to boats and buildings - 40 50 
21 | Transport - - - - 80 00 
22 | Prisoners’ rations - - - — 
23 | Rations, hospital servants and scavengers 74 76 
24 | Passage of paupers to Mauritius - — 
25 | Maintenance of sick paupers - - 237 00 
26 | Burial of paupers - - - — 
27 | Fees paid usher of police court - 244 50 
28 | Shares of fines and forfeitures - 318 63 
29 | Vaccination fees paid to Government 
medical officer - - - 43 50 
30 | Purchase of land and house for Govern- 
ment - - - - 800 00 
31 | Remuneration taking census - - 300 00 
32 | Pension to ex-police constable Thomas 
Morris - - - - 71 00 
33 | Various petty payments - - 25 00 
Total - - = 19,098 57 18,369 62 


Decrease in expenditure in 1881 over 1880 was Rs. 728 95c., 
but this does not include payments made in Mauritius on account 
of this Island. Rate of expenditure per head of population in 
1881 was Rs. 12 42c. against Rs. 13 40c. in 1880. By the 
foregoing tables it is shown that the expenditure at Rodrigues in 
1881 was in excess of the receipts in the Island by Rs, 7,703 16c.; 
but it must be remembered while some payments (as above- 
mentioned) are made in Mauritius on account of this Dependency, 
and which, consequently, are not included in the expenditure here, 
there is a large sum received in Mauritius (of which no mention 
is made in the Rodrigues accounts) as duly levied on all imported 
goods brought to the Island, besides which the sum of Rs. 2 67c. 
paid in Mauritius by Messrs. Wilson and Company and the 
Honourable H. Pitot for land rented at Rodrigues is not borne 


amongst my receipts. 


Quarters for the sergeant of police were also purchased, and 
a payment of Rs. 300 was made on account of census work, 


besides a few other extra payments. 
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ITI.— Criminal Justice. 


The number of offences coming to notice for which persons 
were prosecuted in 1881 was 94, being an increase of 21 on 1880. 


The cases for past two years are classified as follows :— 


Number of Persons 
Before what Court. 


Charged. | Convicted. Acquitted. 

1880. 1881. 1880. 1881. 1880. 1881, 

Police Court - - 70 91 52 73 18 18 
Stipendiary Court - 3 3 2 3 1 _— 


Table of Offences for which Persons were brought before the Courts 
tn 1880 and 1881. 


Number of 


No. Nature of Offence. Cases. 

1880. | 1881. 

1 | Larceny - - - - - - “ 3 16 
2 | Possession of stolen property - - - 2 3 14 
3 | Wounds and blows ~ - - - = = 2 5 
4 | Carrying offensive weapons - - - ss 2 = 
5 | Swindling - - - - . . - 2 Be 
6 | Cruelty to animals - - - - - = 2 ik 
7 | Drunkenness - - - - « " 13 9 
8 | Disturbance - - ~ 4 = ‘ 1 fi 
9 | Abusive language - - - w - _ 6 3 
10 | Trespass’ - - - - = = eZ 3 5 
11 | Allowing animals to stray - - - - . 8 3 
12 | Illegally lighting fires - - Z 2 3 
13 | Destroying trees on Crown lands and plundering wood - 6 4 
14 | Offences against license laws - ‘ - = 1 9 
15 | Unlawful absence from paternal roof - - = 2 A 
16 | Refusal of duty by a seaman - = = ” 1 ae 
17 | Illegally employing engaged servants - - 3 age 
18 | Obstruction of public roads - - - 1 a 
19 | Indecency - - - - “ - 7. 2 
20 | Abduction of minors - - - » “ = 1 
21 | Threats to injure - - = = . 5 ae 2 
22 | Assault - - a = s = 2 4. 4 
23 | Offences against vaccination laws - “ = é eo 1 
24 | Desertion and vagrancy - - - 3 rh 
25 | Neglecting to provide for children - - - “ on 2 
Totals - - 64 85 
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Nationality of Offenders. 


Europeans, = - - 4 
Creoles - - - 51 
Indians - ~ - 12 
Malagassees_ - - - 26 
Siamese - - - 1 

Total = -~ 94 


IV.—Education. 


Table showing the number of pupils attending the Government 
School for the past two years. 


Per-centage of 

Average No. on Average 

Year. Roll. Witendanda: Attendance on 
Roll. 

1880 29 23 79 

1881 28 22 78 


On the 2nd July, 1881, his Excellency the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Mauritius (then on a visit to the Dependency) exa- 
mined the scholars, when the whole school was present. 

His Lordship the Bishop of Mauritius (Dr. Royston) also 
examined the children. The results of these examinations were 
not, I believe, satisfactory, but this I attribute chiefly not to the 
ignorance of the pupils, but to their being awed by the presence 
of the distinguished visitors. These children, born and brought 
up in an isolated village like Port Mathurin, look with a certain 
amount of awe even upon the magistrate of the Island. It is 
then not surprising that the presence of the Governor and the 
Bishop should have paralyzed their little brains for the moment, 
and prevented their answering correctly questions which at 
any other time they would have replied to without difficulty. 

The police magistrate held no examination during the past year. 

The cost of the School for the past two years has been as 
under :— 


Particulars. | 1880. | 1881. 


Salaries of teachers - = a A s 


2,691 96 |2,695 94 
House rent of teachers - 5 = * : 


360 00 3860 00 


| Rs. ec. Res eC; 


Total - ~ |8,051 96 8,055 94 
Less school fees received - - - Otero 70 25 
Total cost of school - - 2,994 21 |2,985 69 


pL Sewer Ke) ESM ESEGBLL TS «RY it COL ere LS Layee ss Oke eas 

N.B.— The schoolmaster received an increment in this year 
of Rs. 100, and the cost of servant was reduced from Rs. 16 per 
month to Rs. 8 per month. 
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Roprievgs, Annual cost of school to Government of each pupil Rs. 135 25c. 


a as against Rs. 130 18c. in 1880. 
The school staff comprised one schoolmaster and one school- 


mistress. 
No rent is paid for schoolhouse ; the building belonging to 


the Government. 
V.—Post Office. 


The revenue collected during 1881 at Rodrigues on acconnt 
of the Postal Department amounted to Rs. 150 47c., being as 


follows :— 
Rs. c. 
Unpaid letters - - - - 15 96 
Sale of postage labels - - - 104 38 
Commission on money orders - - 3013 


In 1880 the postal receipts amounted to Rs. 129 65c., being an 
increase for the past year of Rs. 20 82c, 

Money orders drawn on Mauritius reached the sum of 
Rs. 8,489 10c., against Rs. 8,498 20c. in 1880, or a decrease of 
Rs. 9 10c. in 1881. 

No mgney orders were drawn on Rodrigues during past year. 
In 1880 orders to the value of Rs. 287 06c. were paid in this 


Island. 


Letters and Newspapers Despatched and Received during the 
Years 1880 and 1881, 
ae ee a Ee in tn ea 


Received. Despatched. 
Year 
Letters. | Newspapers. Letters. Newspapers. 
1880 1,089* 634 1,193f yf 
1881 1,364 255 1,822§ 6 
* 8 Registered. ft 28 Registered. *: 
t 41 9 § 67 ” 


Seventy-five letters were received, and 129 letters were despatched 
in 1881 in excess of 1880. ‘The newspapers received show a 
falling off in 1881 of 379, and those despatched of 1. 


Vi— Public Works. 


During the year under review five miles of roads, varying from 
12 to 18 feet wide, was cut over the mountains from Port 
Mathurin to Gabriel (the principal district of the mountain where 
exists the Roman Catholic Chapel, and the residence of the 

Vehicles can now be driven the whole of this dis- 
d the exchange from a goat path to a broad easy 
About two miles of branch road, feet 


priests). 
tance, an 
road is a great boon. 
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wide, leading from the main road to Nouvelle Descouverte 
was also made, as well as about one mile of road from Port 
Mathurin to a locality called Batterie la Guerre. 

This work was authorised by the Lieutenant-Governor to 
enable the mountaineers to pay off their debt to Government for 
the rice issued to them during the famine. 

Sanitary works were also to a small extent carried on during 
the beginning of the year. 

A bridge was commenced 60 feet long by 11 wide over the 
mouth cf the Port Mathurin River. Thisis not completed; some 
material required from Mauritius not having yet arrived. 

Repairs to boats, sails, and buildings cost Rs. 40 50c. 


VII.—Population. 


The population of this Dependency on 31st December 1881 was 
1,478 against 1,422 in 1880. 


The nationalities are classified as under :— 


Natives of America - - - 1 

Bt Europe - - - 26 

sf India - - - 21 

id Africa - - - 10 

sf Madagascar - - - 41 

P Siam = - - 1 

7 Mauritius - - - 204 

- Rodrigues’ - ~ - 1,166 

“ Seychelles - a - 6 

sf Reunion - - - 2 

1,478 

General Population. Indian Population. Total. 
Year | Totals 

Males.) Females.| Total. |Males. | Females,| Total. Mate| Females. 


iia 5 a ean ec ee OD 


1880 787 613 1,400] 21 1 22 808 614 1,422 


1881 829 628 1,457] 20 1 21 849 629 1,478 


‘The occupation of the inhabitants and numbers employed at each 
stands thus :— 


Agriculturists - - - 475 
Commerce - - ~ 8 
Artizans - “ “ «i 
Government employées_ - = ET 
Fishermen - - - 188 


Other callings a es 


86 
Unemployed 692, comprising aged people and young children 


RODRIGUES. 


469 


470 


236 PAPERS RELATING TO 


RopRIGUES. —— 


Year, 


1880 43 33 76 27 21 48 44 16 60 52 83 85 
1881 40 30 70 18 8 26 37 15 52 28 12 40 


Six marriages were celebrated during the year against three 
in 1881. 


No still-births either in 1880 or 1881. 


The births show a diminution of six, there having been three 
males and three females born less in 1881 than in 1880. 


The decrease in the mortality speaks well for the returning 
healthiness of the Island, the deaths in 1881 being almost one- 
half what they were in 1880. 


VITI.— Legislation. 


In June an Ordinance (No. 3 of 1881) was passed by the 
Mauritius Government to enable the Governor in Executive 
Council to frame regulations on all matters and things arising 
from or connected with the relation of master and servant, and 
the maintenance of public order among and promotion of the well 
being of the inhabitants of Rodrigues and other minor depen- 
dencies. 


In November was framed by his Excellency the Lieutenant- 
Governor Regulation No. I under the afore-mentioned Ordinance, 
for the effectual prevention of cruelty to animals in the Island 
of Rodrigues. 


> 


IX.—Prisons. 


Fifty-four persons were committed during the year 1881 : 


For non-payment of fines and costs - 6 
» safe custody until trial - - 19 
,, Various terms of imprisonment - 30 


Rodrigues has no special prison staff, the police doing the duty 
of prison officers. 

No offences and no escapes were recorded during 1881. 

Cost of prisoners—Value of rations only, rice and salt. 

Value of labour-—Nil—Cleaning and ordinary labourers’ work 
about Government premises and village. 
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X.— Establishment. 


The establishment of this Dependency has cost as follows during 
the past two years :— 


Fs a ee ee ee eee ee ee ee 


Year. Salaries. Allowances. Total. 
ee eee ne, SNe Me eee oF St, ae le eet ee 


Rs. ¢c. Rs. c. Rs. c. 
1880 15,336 18 773 83 16,110 Ol 
1881 16,599 07 1,123 00 175722" 07, 


The cost of the establisltment of Rodrigues for 1881 is in 
excess of 1880 by Rs. 1612 06c. This is accounted for by the fact 
that the Government schoolmaster received an increment of 
Rs. 100, and that the payments for Government medical officer’s 
salary and house rent, and hospital servants and scavengers, 
were for the whole year, which was not the case in 1880. 


X1.— Trade. 


The imports and exports for past two years stand thus :— 


aR a 


Year. Imports. Exports. 
Rs. Cc; Rs, C. 
1880 89,867 50 55,585 00 
1881 92,871 96 159,540 00 


“ESSA Ws ARE re See oe 8) RE te COG ae 

The above statement (which gives the value of the imports and 
exports as nearly as they can be ascertained) indicates an increase 
of Rs. 3004 46c. in the imports of 1881 over those of 1880, and an 
increase of Rs. 103,955 in exports for the past year over the 
previous one. 


The increase in the imports may be principally accounted for 
by the 300 bags of rice sent down by the Government in J anuary 
1881, and the increase in exports by the fact that 2,458 head of 
cattle and 2,544 goats were exported in 1881 against nine head of 
cattle and 1,747 goatsin 1880. In 1881 there were also exported 
1,731 bales of salt fish, 206 bags of beans, 32 bags of garlic, 80) 
pigs, and 88 dozen fowls in excess of 1880. On the other hand, 
maize fell off from 185 bags in 1880 to 37 bags in 1881, and fruit 
from 105 cases in the former year to 30 in the latter 


This falling off in the exportation of maize and fruit was caused 


by the total failure of the maize crop at the beginning of last year, 
and the failure of most of the fruit on account of the drought. 
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Ropercurs. | Rates of exports and imports per head of population during 
past two years have been as follows: 


Year. Imports. Exports. 
Rs. c. Rs. e. 
1880: 63 19 39 08 
1881 62 83 107 94 


= 


XII.— Meteorological Observations. 


Observations of the barometer, thermometer, winds and weather 
were made twice daily (viz., 9 A.M. and 3 p.m.) during the past 
year, and transmitted to the Director of the Observatory at Mauri- 
tius. These observations are made by the sergeant-major of 
police, as a rule, and in his absence by the police sergeant. 

No hurricane was recorded during 1881. 


XIII.— General Remarks. 


Towards the end of 1880 it was evident from the long continued 
droughts that the maize crops in the early part of 1881 would be 
a failure,and in consequence that a famine was imminent. Due 
report of this was made to the Mauritius Government, who at latter 
end of December 1880 sent 100 bags of rice, and in early part of 
January 1881, 300 bags more for relief purposes. The worst fears 
were realized, for the crops were a total failure, and owing to the 
excessive drought nothing was obtainable from the soil for the 
maintevance of the hundreds of souls living upon the mountains. 
The rice so promptly supplied was thus the saving from starva- 
tion of a large number of the inhabitants of this Island. Issues 
were first made in January and continued until the end of April. 
People were also allowed to catch fish for food without license and 
to gather any wholesome eatable herbs or fruit on Crown lands. 
In February and March a tolerable amount of rain fell, and a 
crop of sweet potatoes and manioc was ready when the last of 
the rice had been consumed. The rice was sold on credit at 
Rs. 12 84c. per bag. A number paid cash at the end of the year 
when they had gathered in their crops of beans, while a larger 
number who were too poor to pay took advantage of the offer 
of the Lieutenant-Governor to allow them to pay by work in road 
making, &c. 

On 28th June the great event of the year took place. This 
was the arrival of H.M.S. Euryalus (Flagship), Captain King, with 
his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor of Mauritius (I. Napier 
Broome Esq., C.M.G.), and Lady Barker on board. ‘The recent 
famine in the Dependency, and many other questions of importance 
requiring consideration, induced his Excellency thus soon after his 
assumption of the reins of Government to make a visit to the long 
neglected Rodrigues. It was the first time a Governor of Mauri- 
tius had ever been to this Island since it became a British posses- 
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gion, and great was the delight of its inhabitants to find by the 
positive proof of his Excellency’s presence that Rodrigues was not 
considered unworthy of the personal solicitude of the Queen’s 
representative. 

The landing of the Lieutenant-Governor, Lady Barker, and 
suite, accompanied by Captain King, R.N., took place at 3 p.m. 
on the 28th June, when his Excellency was received by the 
magistrate, civil servants, and the principal inhabitants of Port 
Mathurin, the latter of whom presented the Lieutenant-Governor 
with an address of welcome, in which they expressed their loyal 
devotion to the British Crown and their unbounded joy and 
pleasure at his Excellency’s visit, which they trusted would result 
in beneficial changes in the laws and administration of this 
Dependency. A guard of honour of marines and the band of the 
Kuryalus had been kindly placed at the magistrate’s disposal by 
Captain King to assist the inbabitants in doing honour to the first 
Governor of Mauritius visiting their little island. As his Excel- 
Jency stepped on shore the clash of the “ present arms” and the 
strains of the National Anthem were mingled with the booming 
of a salute from the man of war. To this was added the loud 
and hearty cheering of the pleased inhabitants, the presentation 
of the address of welcome, a procession under the triumphal 
arches erected from the landing jetty to the magistrate’s residence, 
and the arrival of Lieutenant-Governor Broome was “ un fait 
accompli.” 

After a stay of six days, during which the Lieutenant-Governor 
visited various parts of the Island, received petitions on many 
subjects of importance to the inhabitants, examined the various 
public buildings, and looked minutely into the working of each 
department of government represented in the island, his Excel- 
lency left on Monday the 14th July, having previously honoured 
the residents of Port Mathurin by his attendance at a banquet 
given in his honour, and at a ball given to Lady Barker. 


On the departure of the Governor and suite the inhabitants of 


the mountains came down in force, and joining with those of Port 
Matburin, lined the roadway on each side from the magistrate’s 
dwelling to the wharf, and as his Excellency and Lady Barker 
walked down the iane thus formed, from each side rose long and 
repeated cheers. At the jetty a farewell address was presented, 
and in ashort time after the “ Kuryalus” steamed away, and 
Rodrigues was left to recover in its solitude from the excitement 
caused by this memorable visit. 

Many changes and improvements resulting from the Luieutenant- 
Governor's visit will have to appear iu the report of this Island 
for 1882. 

The sanitary state of this Dependency for the past year has 
been very good, as will be evidenced by the greatly decreased 
mortality in 1881 over 1880. The depression caused in 1880 by 
the epidemic of fever had passed away, and although the famine 
at the begining of the year was a serious drawback, yet i881 
on the whole has been satisfactory, and its close has Jett health, 
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Roprieves. good agricultural prospects, and (asa result of the Lieutenant- 
Smt Governor’s visit) the dawn of more prosperous times for 
Rodrigues. ~ 
(Signed) J. C, O’Hattoran, 
Police Magistracy, Police Magistrate. 
Rodrigues, 13th May 1882. 


Hone Kone. HONG KONG. 


No. 18. 


Administrator W. H. Marsu, C.M.G., to the Right Hon. the 
Earut OF KIMBERLEY. 


Government House, Hong Kong, 

My Lorp, September 25, 1882. 

I agave the honour to forward herewith the Blue Book for 
1881, together with the Administrative Reports for that year. 
Copies of the Governor’s addresses, which were intended by him 
as a report on the Blue Book, are also annexed. I shall therefore 
limit myself to a few remarks intended to establish a comparison 
between the statistical returns for 1881 and those of the four 
previous years. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


The revenue, omitting Premia from land sales, amounted to 
$1,120,796 77, and exceeded the expenditure by $139,214 67. 
Premia from land sales realized this year the very large amount of 
$203,659 20. The revenue and expenditure for the past five years 


has been :— 
Years. | Revenue. Be eee Expenditure. 
8 8 Ob a 
1877 = . - 920,321 34 84,990 69 873,207 86 
1878 ~ - 936,606 02 11,031 70 910,523 32 
1879 - - 962,687 40 1,407 59 926,867 86 
1880 - - - 1,063,949 29 5,998 35 948,014 33 
1881 - - - 1,120,796 77 203,659 20 981,582 10 


~The rate per head of population of the revenue and expenditure 
was, in 1877 and in 1881 :— 


ee 1877. 1881. 
8 
Revenue per head - - 6 61 6 96 


Expenditure per head - 6 28 6 12 
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Military Expenditure. 


The military contribution paid by the Colony during the last 
five years has been as follows :— 


8 
1877 - - - 101,183 15 
1878 - - - - 104,679 36 
1879 - - - - 109,754 95 
1880 - - - - 105,355 14 
1881 - - ~ - 108,605 17 


Assets and Liabilities. 

On the 31st of December 1881 the assets of the Colony exceeded 
its liabilities (exclusive of special fund assets) by $663,710 24. 
The surplus assets of the preceding four years have been as 
follows :— 


$ 
1877 - : : - 310,103 80 
1878 - - - - 300,034 95 
1879 - - - - 190,254 11 
1880 - - - - 275,652 16 
Currency. 


The average amount of bank notes in circulation in Hong Kong 
during the last five years has been as follows :— 


Year. Average Amount. Specie in Reserve. 
1877 - - - - 35,462,239 14,267,000 
1878 - - - - 34,665,545 14,350,000 
1879 - - - ~ 87,501,907 .33 17,000,000 
1880 - - - - 41,194,805 16,390,000 
1881 - : = - 42,660,109 16,100,000 


Return of lands granted during the last five years. 


Total Number of 


Total Number of Grants. 
Acres granted. 


Year. 


Fy a Is 

1877 - - - - 60 87 0 253 

1878 - - - - 48 38 0 12 

1879 - - - - 12 17 1 38 

1880 - - - - 21 34 3 8 

1881 - - - - 40 47 2 3h 
Shipping. 


The total arrivals, exclusive of junks, during the year 1881, 
amount to 3,214 vessels and 2,853,279 tons, being an excess of 
333 vessels, and 317,692 tons over the arrivals in 1880. 24,339 
junks and 1,680,025 tons arrived in the colony in 1881, as against 
23,920 junks and 1,650,258 tons in 1880, showing an increase of 
419 junks, 
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Total arrivals, exclusive of junks, at Hong Kong, for the 
following years :— 
el SE 2 EIN A SU Saree? Nek NE ee) 


Years. Number of Vessels. Tons. 
a ee ee oe) ee ee ee 
1877 - - = = 2,869 2,445,755 
1878 - . ‘ 3,057 2,591,172 
1879 - 7 “ 2,729 2,470,645 
1880 a = “5 ca r - 2,881 2,535,587 
1381 - ~ = - 3,214 2,853,279 


SN ieee LE Ret Eo ee ES Rae le A 
Total arrivals of junks for the following years :— 
a ES SEL ee 


Year. Number of Junks. Tons. 
1877 - Z ‘ ; 26,500 1,798,788 
1878 - - - 25,722 1,761,496 
1879 - - o - 24,508 1,652,023 
1880 - 2 - - 23,920 1,650,258 
rss. = - - - 24,339 1,680,025 


Forests and Botanical Gardens. 


The total number of trees planted in 1881 is 777,914, as com- 
pared with 211,015 in 1880. 


Population, 
The population numbered 160,402 on the 3rd April 1881, as 


compared with 139,144 on the 4th December 1876. 
The births and deaths for the last five years are as follows :— 


Year. Births. Deaths. 

1877 . s P 1,684 3,731 

1878 a = 4 1,484 4,119 

1879 - - - - 1,433 4,473 

1880 - - - - 1,578 3,996 

1881 - - - - 1,518 3,862 
Hospitals. 


The admissions to hospital for the year 1881 have been more 
numerous as compared with last year. 


cones 1880. 1881. 
Police - - - 588 498 
Board of Trade - - 80 117 
Private paying patients - 132 193 
Government servants - - 47 67 
Police cases’ - - - 101 139 
Destitutes - - - 107 222 

Total = fie 1,055 1,236 
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The total number of admissions to hospital, and deaths during 
the last five years are shown below. 


Years. Admissions. Deaths. 
1877 -« - ” - 950 49 
1878 - : : ‘ 1,289 50 
1879 - - - is 1,071 55 
1880 - . < = 1,055 44 
1881 - “ " 1,236 49 


The admissions from the police force, and the number of deaths 
for the past five years are as follows :— 


Year. Admissions. Deaths. 
1877 ~ - - - 418 6 
1878 - - - - 566 6 
1879 - - - - 566 8 
1880 - - - - 588 13 
1881 - - - - 498 10 


The admissions of the Europeans were 126 in 1880, as compared 
with 89 in 1881; the Chinese were 243 in 1880, as compared with 
198 in 1881; and the Indians were 224 in 1880, as compared with 
214 in 1881. 


Troops. 


The number of admissions for the last five years are as 
follows :— 


Year. | Admissions. Deaths. 
1877 - - - - 973 9 
1878 - “ - - 944 10 
1879 - = © - 1,055 8 
1880 - = - - 1,075 13 
188] - - - - 1,116 4 


Small-pox Hospital. 


The admissions for the past five years have been as foll wos :— 


Wear. Admissions. 
1877 - : : ; oe 
1878 - . - . eee! 
1879 - - - - = 18 
1880 - - - - mate 
1881 - : : ; as 


There were three deaths in 1881. 
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Hone Ko neg. 


—— 


Inquests. 


The following wilt show the number of inquests held during the 
last five years :— 


1877 - - - - - 79 

1878 - - ~ - - 103 

1879 ~ - - ~ - 102 

1880 - - ~ - - 60 

1881 - - - - - lll 
Emigration. 


The following will show the number of Chinese emigrants who 
left the Colony, and the number of Chinese who returned during 
the last five years :-—— , 


Year. Left. Returned. 
1977 - - - . 39,741 48,746 
1878 - - - 38,653 47,882 
1879 - - - - 33,529 50,542 
1880 - - - - 50,324 | 51,011 
1881 - ~ - - 70,625 52,983 


The greater part of the large excess of emigrants over the pre- 
vious years embarked for California. 


Gaol. 


The total number of persons committed during the last five years 
is as follows :— 


teri a - - : - 3,964 
1378—i«- a - : - 3,803 
Cys = - . - 3,665 
1880 - - ‘ : - 3,530 


1égi 2 ‘ “ 4 - 4,150 
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Police. 


Comparative return of offences coming under the notice of the 
police during the last five years :— 


Serious Offences. Minor Offences. 
a % = 
oS n 
a & 3 » | & 3 fe 
Se ° a on, Ss 3 
i) Ss a ° is st 
3 a @ é 5 2 
a ro) A Z Oo =) 
1877 - 1,966 1,196 841 5,422 *3,791 *702 
1878 = - - 2,611 1,554 571 4,224 *3,839 #775 
1879 - . 2,397 1,381 485 3,732 | *3,350 *898 
1880 - ‘ 2,051 1,208 430 4,364 | *8,548 *875 
1881 ~ - 2,329 1,890 406 4,867 ¥4,459 *702 
Total - 11,354 6,729 2,233 22,109 *18,987 *3,952 
Average of 5 
Years - 2,270°8 1,345°8 446°6 4,421°8 | *3,797°4 *7,90°4 
Average of 5 
Years endin 
1876 + | Lest 930°4 3424 | 5,772°8 | *4,829 *662°6 


* No analysis of convictions and discharges under “ drunkenness,” “ nuisances,” 
and * no light or pass ” is given. 


Magistrates. 


Abstracts of cases under cognizance of the police magistrates 
during the last five years :— 


— 25; 
2 2 Cases, how disposed of. 
ie) 
et tea ro tH co] 
| 4 | é a he 
° ° e a R y 
Year. E e 5 33 3 3 < iS ae 3 
Zi S > a te 25 35 Ke 
a ee FE q ae Bw Bs 3 
$ Ay A 2 AS =Be Sm = 
ea a a) A is) 5 fo) p 
1877 - =| 9,288] 10,717 7,925 2,330 224 17 209 12 
1878 - -| 9,100] 10,552 7,807 2,377 218 11 120 19 
1879 - = 009 8,705 6,140 2,089 158 18 262 38 
1880 ~« . 7,098 8,657 6,196 1,962 197 15 252 35 
1881 ~- . 8,203 10,009 7,422, 1,851 240 4, 434 58 
Total -{| 40,693 48,640 35,490 10,609 1,037 65 1,277 162 
Average of 
five years-} 8,188°6 9,728 7,098 2,121°8 207°4 13 255°4 32°4 
Average of |——_———_|—_—_—_ |__| —_—_—_—_ | |__| —— 
five years 


ending 1876] 8,864°8 | 11,701°4 | 9,189°2 | 2,132°2 114°6 20 220°4 24°6 
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Supreme Court. 


Return of cases tried in the Supreme Court during the last 
five years :— 


Charges Abandoned. 


o w 
a 8 F 5 
o Oo nm 
ka Hs 5 : 3 2 3 
oO Ay s £ oO Py 
) S E 3. 8 ) 
} 3 S) 3 ) 
A Z 5 < Z A 
a I hes Se Se ae I I A ert oe Sa a le 
1877. - - 127 179 135 39 j 5 
1878 - - 157 216 163 45 6 8 
1879 = = 148 202 135 54 11 18 
1880 —- - OL 160 120 34 6 6 
1881 _—s- - 105 154 111 39 1 4 
Total - 628 911 664 211 31 36 
Average of 5 
years 125°6 182°2 132°8 42°2 6°2 72 
Average of 5 
years ending 
1876 - 57°6 100° 61°8 26°0 74 11°8 


Return of marine cases tried at the Marine Magistrate’s Court 
during the last five years :— 


ra 
E Defendants how disposed of. 
mn 
2 | 2 6 3 |2 3 8 
oO fees af ° 
Year. % “3 3 ay 3 nd = F 3 
& a 8 A S s§ ° Bn 3 toes 
2 2 Z al ae f B | oq a ad 
q g = a 5 a #46 | 22 g a5 
5 tad 9g & om Po BA [~) or Gi 
Z, Z, a me | Be wD a A |S 
is77_ = -| 195} 209| 127| 74 38 12 18 2 6) | 
1878 - -| 199] 293] 108] 67 53 18 23 1 a 
1879 = ° Ah 299 141 65 25 17 q 4 0 — 
1886 + - 85 140 56 24 25 2 14 —_ 19 ass 
188i - - 86 144 68 37 2 2 15 4 16 — 
Total - 709 1,175 500 267 143, 46 val 11 137 — 
Average of 
five years- | 141°8 | 235° 100° 53°4 28°6 9°2 12°2 2°2 27°2 _ 
Average of |————— —- —|——_— aa Rn ences 


five years 
ending 1876] 285°2 | 430°4) 180°4/ 119°0 48°0 12°4 28°0 4°8 37°6 _ 


Education. 


The total number of schools subject to supervision by the Go- 
vernment amounted in 1881 to 72, as compared with 63 in 1880, 
50 in 1879, and 47 in 1878. 


The total number of scholars attending schools subject to Go- 
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vernment supervision during the last five years is as follows :— 


Year. Government Grant-in-Aid. Total. 
Schools. 
1877 - 4 2,148 996 3,144 
1878 - - - 2,101 1,051 3,152 
1879 - r z 2,043 1,417 3,460 
1880 - - 2,078 1,808 3,886 
188k - = s 1,986 2,386 4,372 


Total Expenditure for the last five years is as follows :~ 


The following will show the number of letters received and 
despatched, and the amount of revenue during the last five 


1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 


Post Office 


8 
21,158 


22,197 
25,733 
27,813 
29,592 


years — 
Number of Number of 
Teg. Letters received. | Letters despatched.  wgheins 
8 

1877 - No record. No record. 130,607 37 
1878 a » ” 121,528 58 
1879 : 346,428 333,192 101,787 03 
1880 : 425,480 409,880 96,503 57 
1881 - 460,145 471,506 102,710 56 


Approximate numbers only; letters, except registered and 


official, are counted only in November, and multiplied by 12. 


Fifteen Ordinances were passed in 1881, of which the more 


important are :— 
“The Macas Extradition Ordinance.” 
‘The Penal Ordinances, Amendment Ordinance.” 
‘«‘ The Companies Ordinance.” 


Legislation. 


The Right Hon. 
The Earl of Kimberley, 


&c. 


&c. 


I have, &c. 
W. H. Marsa, 
Administrator. 


(Signed) 
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LABUAN. L ABU AN. 


No. 19. 


Administrator Leys to the Right Hon, the Earu or 
KIMBERLEY. 


Government House, Labuan, 
My Lorp, August 31, 1882. 
I HAVE the honour to forward enclosed copy in duplicate 
of the Blue Book for the year 1881, together with a Report 


thereon. 
I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) P. Leys, 
The Earl of Kimberley, Administrator. 


&e. &e. 


REPORT ON THE LABUAN BLUE Book FoR 1881. 


Finance. 


1. Revenue—The total revenue received during the year 
amounted to $22,948 47 against the sum of $28,432 44 
received during the previous year. The difference is due chiefly 
to smaller amounts having been received under the heads of 
excise licenses, miscellaneous receipts, special receipts, and land 
revenue. The decrease of $4,290 63, under the head of excise 
licenses, was due to the continued cessation of mining operations 
at Coal Point; and of $1,050, under miscellaneous services, to the 
sum of $1,000 having been received in 1880 as arrears of profit 
arising on the sale of copper coinage; and that of $1,236 06, 
under special receipts, to the sum of $1,367 00 having been 
received from the Foreign Office in 1880 on account of the 
Government 8.8. “ Tony.” 

An increase in revenue over that of 1880 was received during 
the year under the following heads :—(1.) Land sales, $564 50, 
wholly due to the sum of $1,000 00 having been received during 
the year for 1,302 square yards of water frontage sold for the 
erection on it of a wharf; (2.) Rents, exclusive of land, 874 86; 
(3.) Postage $331 10, due to increased correspondence trans- 
mitted through the Labuan Post Office by the officers of the 
British North Borneo Company, and to the sale of postage stamps 
to collectors; (4) Fees of office, 846 50; and (5.) Sale of 
Government property, $672 78, due to the sum of $625 00 
having been received in 1881 as the sum realized by the sale of 
the Government §.S. “ Tony.” 

The above-mentioned water frontage is the only piece of 
foreshore in the harbour valuable for wharf building that has 
been alienated from the Crown. 
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2. Expenditure——The total expenditure during the year was 
$32,245 24, while that of the previous year was $32,223 69, 
the difference amounting to only $21 55. 

The expenditure under the various heads were during the 
year smaller than the sums spent under the same heads during 
1880, with the following exceptions :—(1.) Transport, $403 27, 
due to the cost of a passage to England of an officer of the police 
force who retired on a pension; (2.) Works and buildings, 
$1,209 73, due to the building of new police quarters in 
Victoria and new gaolor’s quarters at Tanjong erras; (3.) 
Marine department, $53 48; and (4.) Special payments, $48 68. 


Works and Buildings. 


3. During the year a wooden bungalow was built for the 
goaler on the site of the former one close to the gaol. The 
building is a very substantial one of planed timber, standing on 
dressed piles, stepped in blocks of stone. The sum of $690 15, 
which appears as the amount expended on it, by no means 
represents the entire cost of the building, but only that of the 
materials and the more skilled labour employed in its construc- 
tion, as it was largely built by convict labour, for which $500 at 
Jeast might be fairly added to the above sum. 

The only other building of importance that was carried on 
during the year was a barrack in Victoria, estimated to ac- 
commodate ten native police, in separate rooms. This building 
was begun in the month of February, but beyond building the 
numerous brick pillars necessary to raise it sufficiently from the 
ground, buying the timber, and sawing it up into logs, little 
more was accomplished by the close of the year. Convicts were 
largely employed on this work also, especially in the rougher 
kinds, such as sawing up the logs, carting the bricks and lime, 
&ec. This barrack will be most useful when finished, as it will 
allow of the whole of the small police force being concentrated 
in barracks in the centre of the locality in which their work 
almost wholly lies. 


Roads, Streets, and Bridges. 


4, The improvement of Beach street, the principal street of 
the port, was continued during most of the year, the larger part 
of the labour being performed by convicts. This street, which 
faces the sea, has been raised above nine inches throughout most 
of its length, by laying down rough pieces of hard coral, and 
eovering them with layers of broken coral and sand. A good ser- 
viceable road is the result. Formerly this street was periodically 
flooded by the tide at both equinoxes. 


Establishments. 
5. The changes which took place during the year were as 
follows :—Mr. Willis, sergeant-major of police, retired on the 
abolition of his office on a pension on the Ist January ; Mr. Boyd, 


LABUAR. 


483 


484 


LABUAN. 


250 PAPERS RELATING TO 


chief constable of police, was appointed clerk to the police court 
on Mr. Willis’s retirement; Mr. Treacher, Colonial Secretary, 
while on leave in England, was allowed three years’ leave of 
absence, without salary, to take up the appointment of Governor 
of the British North Borneo Company’s territories; his Excellency 
C. C. Lees, C.M.G., left the Colony on 3rd September, having 
been promoted to the Goyernorship of the Bahama Islands ; 
Mr. Leys administered the Government on Governor Lees’ depar- 
ture: and Mr. Richard Jansz was appointed Colonial Surgeon 
on the 17th December, but did not arrive in the Colony during 
the year. 


Pensions. 


6. The only alterations which took place, under this head, 
during the year, were the death of Pensioner Buyong on the 
21st August, and the addition to the list of Mr. Willis’s pension 
of 46/. 15s. per annum, on his retirement on Ist January. The 
number of Europeans on this list is, comparatively speaking, 
great, very exceptionally so indeed, as the number equals that 
of the European officers who were on active service during the 
year. 


Population. 


7. The census, taken on the night of the 3rd April, showed the 
population of Labuan and its dependencies to be 5,883, exclusive 
of the crews and passengers on board men-of-war and merchant 
steamers in the harbour. The numbers actually then resident 
in the Settlement were, I believe, accurately taken, but the total 
was much affected by the following causes :—Firstly, increased by 
the immigration of a number of Malays from the opposite coast 
of Borneo, where at the time there were tribal disturbances ; 
secondly, decreased by (a.) the continued cessation of coal mining 
operations at the northern end of the Island ; (d.) the absence of a 
number of the inhabitants who had gone to the coast searching 
for gutta ; and (c.) a certain number who had been given employ- 
ment by the British North Borneo Company at their stations on 
the coast. 

The proportions of the different nationalities of the inhabitants 
were as foilows :— 


Aborigines of Borneo - - 803°35 
Africans - - ~ - *52 
Arabs - - - - °69 
Chinese - - - - 170°30 
Europeans - - - - 3°31 
Javanese - - - - 2°28 
Manilamen ~ - “ 4°01 
Natives of India - - - 8-90 
Sulus - - ~ ~ 6° 64 
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On comparing these figures with the totals returned in 1871, it 
is found that the number of Europeans have greatly decreased, 
while the number of Asiatics have increased very considerably ; 
the numbers in the two years being— 


White Coloured 
Population. Population. 
—_ eee le eek. SE A ee Se Total. 
M. F. M. F. 
1871 ~ - 43 7 2,984 1,864 4,898 
In 1881 - - 13 6 3,506 2,358 5,883 


The decrease in the number of resident Europeans is chiefly 
due to the total absence, in 1881, of the European officers who 
commanded the detachment of Indian troops stationed in Labuan 
in 1871, and of the European employés of the coal company, who 
in the later mentioned year resided at Coal Point. 

Notwithstanding the above totals, I am of opinion that the 
inhabitants have not increased of late, anyhow since the year 1879, 
when the Oriental Coal Company’s Works at Coal Point were 
stopped. And this opinion can scarcely be gainsayed, when it is 
stated that the village near the works at Coal Point numbered in 
1879 from 1,200 to 1,500 inhabitants, whereas in 1881 the re- 
turn for the whole district gives the number of inhabitants as only 
193. Apart, however, from the influence, great certainly as it was, 
that the coal company’s mining operations had on the numbers of 
the inhabitants, and on the prosperity of a large part of them, 
and to a less extent on the direct trade of the port, I believe that 
the number of the inhabitants have, independently of these in- 
fluences, increased, and that the trade of the port has, as 1 hope 
to make evident under its proper heading, been steadily increasing. 


Education. 


8. The daily average of attendance at the Boys’ Free School 
was only 10°49 against 17 in 1880 and 14 in 1879, There was 
also a falling off during the year in the rate of progress made by 
the boys. This falling off in the attendance is partly accounted 
for by the fact that during the year some of the boys’ fathers left 
the Colony, with their families, to search for gutta ; others left for 
employment at the British North Borneo Company’s stations 
on the coast; but it is also in part due to defective supervision 
of the school, especially towards the end of the year. The salary 
attached to the post of schoolmaster is too small to command 
the service of an energetic and experienced master, and the 
constant supervision that is at present required has, I regret te 
state, not been afforded during the past year. 
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Trade and Manufactures, 


9. In reviewing the trade of the Settlement, as exhibited by the 
Blue Book returns of imports and exports, it must be borne in 
mind that, although Labuan produces certain articles and manu- 
factures others, the Settlement must be regarded as chiefly a 
trading station to which, from the coast of Borneo and adjacent 
islands, sea produce, jungle produce, a small quantity of manufac- 
tures and some products of cultivation are brought, and there 
exchanged for rice, cloth, hardware, &c., all which have been 
imported into Labuan from Singapore and Hong Kong. 

The Chinese traders in Labuan freight native prahus with these 
imported manufactures, and send them trading along the coast of 
Borneo and oceasionally to some of the islands in the Sulu 
Archipelago, These prahus bring back in exchange chiefly jungle 
and sea produce. Returns are taken of all articles imported from 
or exported to Singapore and Hong Kong, and of all articles im- 
ported into the Colony from the coasts of Borneo, from Sulu, and 
the Northern Islands, which last articles, being subsequently expor- 
ted to Singapore or Hong Kong, again appear in the returns as 
exports. No note is, however, taken of the articles exported from 
Labuan to the coast and north, but it has been the practice to add 
in the Blue Book Returns, to the sum total of the value of articles 
exported as above mentioned to Singapore and Hong Kong, a 
large sum for the articles exported from Labuan to Borneo and 
the Sulu Archipelago. 

This being the case, it is obvious that if a correct return be 
made of all articles exported from Labuan to Singapore and 
Hong Kong, the return will include all articles imported from 
the coast, as well as all the produce and manufactures of the 
Colony, less the-amounts of these articles consumed in the Island: 
As, however, practically speaking, none of either the articles 
imported from the coast, or the products and manufactures of 
the Island (chiefly coal and sago flour) are consumed or used in 
Colony, it follows that such a list of exports forms a very succinct 
and fair statement of the trade of the Settlement. As, moreover, 
all the produce from the coast that passes through Labuan, and 
all Labuan produce and manufactures are exported exclusively 
to Singapore and Hong Kong, and are exported thence in ships, 
and none in native vessels, the return of articles so exported is 
presumably more reliable than one taken from the numerous 
native vessels that leave the Settlement, many without papers 
or even a port clearance, and at all hours of the night and day. 

10. Acting on these views I have prepared the following table 
of exports to Singapore and Hong Kong, from 1st January 1855, 
before which date the returns are, I believe, unreliable, to the end 
of 1881 :— 


Exports from Lasvan, from 1855 to 1881. 


Tiiet ok ee Sey 9,632 | 2,546 


1860. 


4,713 


1,214 


104 


1,318 


alll 
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eee | 1855. | 1856. | 1857. | 1858. | 1859. 
I.—IMPORTS EXPORTED. 
1st.—Jungle produce. £ £ £ £ 
1. Beeswax - . ~ 906 817 178 41 845 
2. Birds’ nests - - - 854 3105 1,150 1,052 660 
8. Camphor - . - 141 343 1,187 1,406 
4, Canes - - - - _ _ 26 62 290 
5. Dammar - s —= — = — a 
6. Gutta-percha and Indian- 211 110 47 _ 52 
t rubber. 
7. Timber - — == — —_ _- 
8. Tinder vegetable (Punk) ~ — = 406 1,250 138 
9. Miscellaneous . _- — — _ _ 
Total - = - 1,612 2,582 2,150 8,592 2,891 
2nd.—Sea produce. 
1. Pearls and sea pearls - - 187 98 = 47 
2. Pearlshells - ~ - _ _ —_ ood — 
3. Sharks’ fins - - - 7 23 14 8 17 
4. Trepang - - - 66 254 184 20 85 
5. Tortoiseshell « « - _ _ 875 _ 93 
6. Miscellaneous . . _ _ - —_ — 
Total - - : 73 414 666 23 192 
8rd.—Produce of Lands | eae Cin eee 
under cultivation. 
1. Cinnamon - . 297 475 50 <5 — 
2. Cocoa-nuts _ copra - — — sod = 
8. Coffee (Su = e = = a a, = 
4. Hides - - - - 57 80 $28 83 810 
5. Pepper : - . 574 887 931 210 866 
6. Rice - ° . = 108 Cos i — =a 
7. Rope - * - = — =— _ —_ — 
8. Sago ea - - 2,403 8,170 1,214 906 750 
9. Sago (flour and pearl) ° — —~ _ — — 
10. Miscellaneous - = _ 20 28 — os 


ie. 
Ligii 
i) 


1861. | 1862, | 1863. | 1864, | 1865. | 1866. | 1867. | 1868. 
£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
1,087 sss. | 1384 | 2573 | 4,968 | 4658 | 2,959 | 10,905 
677 gag | 1622 | 7.961 | 5,093 | 9,199 | 8,896 | 5,682 
3,197 si2 | 5168 | lise | 3085 | 3280 | 6285 | 3,065 
om | 2171 327 665 | 1203 | 2,562 8o7 | 1120 
239 312 83 4oo | 1,085 | 2,675 | 7,304 | 189,518 
= a we po Ed 78 wie 39 
617m | 4,59 | 8584 | 22,855 | 16964 | 22,447 | 29,191 | 39,902 
354, 2 ae 375 si2 | 1,584 | 10,450 | 11,583 
= = 660 156 175 | 1,404 sd = 

45 20 40 30 124 122 96 468 
131 516 880 sso | 2,208 | 1,728 928 | 3,392 
an 5 475 400 550 750 982 579 
530 "541 | 2,005 | 1,841 8,369 5,588 | 19,456 | 15,992 
ae = wa = = me a 280 
= a = A be ae “949 314 
95 115 193 78 492 384 801 797 
913 871 490 339 553 477 895 270 
vs Be en 300 619 312 130 ze 
as Fi ae = mm 528 270 174 
4,710 | 1,715 92 nis 78 ae _ 
i a Pris = = a 1,710 tee 
25 — be 32 51 = 98 
5743 | 3,005 | 1,540 | 740 | 2,502 | 1,701 | 3,544 | 2,498 
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Exports from Lapuan, from 1855 to 1881 —continued. 
1869. | 1870. | 1871. | 1872. | 1873. | 1874. | 1875. 1876. 1877. 1878. | 1879. | 1880. 1881. 
I.—IMPoORTS EXPORTED—continued. 
1st.—Jungle produce. £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ r : 
1, Beeswax - - . - 4480 1,976 2,044 1,177 1,444 2,805 — 800 2,064 2,732 1,905 1,030 1,526 
2. Birds’ nests - - - - 7,225 7,045 1,894 7,321 5,015 4,340 _ 5,732 | 13,555 | 10,453 | 10,698 9,930 8,856 
3. Camphor ° - - - 2,380 3,345 2,463 2,291 1,714 1,596 — 4,978 6,310 4,396 3,086 2,982 2,587 
4. Canes = . ° ie - 1,295 1,461 385 2,565 570 1,852 - 2,322 2,306 4,547 11,487 7,708 8,968 
8. Dammar - - 161 441 825 1,159 26 381 _ ~ 26 — oa 129 817 
6. Gutta-percha arid: Inidian-rubber - 8,441 8,226 12,352 16,953 8,785 4,188 — 5,206 6;491 4,342 9,898 24,443 46,074 
7. Timber - . - 178 83 _ —_ _ _ — 165 oe a, 4 81 
8. Tinder vegetable (Punk) ° - 169 — — 141 9 _ _ _ 4 _ — = an 
9. Miscellaneous - . - _ _— 22 12 6 — _ = — = a = a 


Total ° . 
2nd.—Sea produce, 


24,329 22,577 19,985 31,619 17,569 15,152 19,038 30,921 26,470 37,074 46,226 68,909 


SS ee SS | eee | SE | ere 


1. Pearls and sea pearls - - - 2,328 5,685 1,084 2,184 758 1,808 a 4,165 1,833 2,943 921 693 116 
2. Pearlshells - - . . 665 332 635 2,178 145 _ - 955 5,462 2,537 1,084 3,260 7,266 
8. Sharks’ fins - . * . 225 124 203 373 165 01 ren 277 64 403 276 111 385 
4. Trepang . . = .. 1,844 526 374 500 2,731 1,788 aon 2,580 3,817 2,395 1,579 1,544 3,229 
5. Tortoiseshell = . . . 306 532 542 1,423 1,687 1,629 coe 1,888 1,846 1,271 1,266 2,091 2,151 
6. Miscellaneous « . . - _ _ _ _ _ -- _ — 144 — — — — 

Total . - . 5,368 7,199 2,838 6,658 5,486 4,876 a 9,865 13,746 9,549 55126 7,699 18,147 

8rd.— Produce of Lands under Sed ipa i ‘ie 

cultivation. 
1. Cinnamon - . . 629 574 249 58 46 - - - _ aad - _ —_ 
2. Cocoanuts and copra - . - - - - _ — — - =s a = = — 812 783 
8. Coffee kSula) . . . * 282 110 47 _ _ _ _- _ —_ _ -> = = 
4. Hides «+ . . - 838 1,365 724 582 578 788 _ 986 1,295 1,719 537 623 684 
5. Pepper - - . - . 182 200 46 94 174 6 — 55 35 29 —_ — 13 
6. Rice - = . . . _ 80 -_ _ _ _ _ _ _ — _- _ _ 
7. Rope - . . . . 343 594 vis) 12 _ _ = — 1,338 55 241 104 _ 
8. Bato ree - . . . — _ _ — — — — — — _ 1,890 938 2,379 
9. Sago (flour and pearl) . . _ 4,847 5,743 6,341 4,986 6,675 _ 8,395 14,095 20,077 16,920 11,488 8,734 
10. Miscellaneous . . - _ 14 64 224 65 _ - — 205 80 _- 93 432 

Total . “ ° 2,174 7,784 6,948 7,261 5,849 7,469 _ 9,436 16,968 21,960 19,588 13,558 13,025 
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Exports from Lasuan, from 1855 to 1881—continued: 


-_-__ | 1855. | 1856. | 1857. | 1858. 1859. | 1860. | 1861. | 1862. | 1863. | 1864. 1865. | 1866. | 1867. | 1868. 
I.—ImMpPorRTs EXPORTED— 
continued. 
4th. —Manufactures almost 
wholly from Brunei. 
£ £ £ £ & £& £ £ £ £& & £& 
1. Cigars - - - - _ —_ = — we nd ve es. at pas ss pe 
2. Cloth - ~ : . = re _ - _ — - _ 650 750 _ 600 
8. Cocoanut oil - - . _ — — — 164 = = = das ach 342 ae 
4. Mats - - - . — 87 _ _ _ 33 — — _ — — = 
5. Miscellaneous * - _ _— — = 625 = s. aa = a = = 
5th. —Non-classified.. 
1. Specie : - : 520 _ 870 -- — _ 2,500 _ _ - 1,458 
2. Miscellaneous - - 163 99 520 _ — — — 16 16 — 48 
Total - . - 520 163 269 520 oa _ 2,500 83 16 16 _ 1,506 
een ae ee = 
IIl.—PropucE AND MANv- 
FACTURES OF COLONY 
EXPORTED. 
1, Coals (including coals sup- 4,796: 1,145, - _ - - 912 4,320 | 10,308 | 11,995 | 10,384 7,377 5,677 
plied to vessels calling). 
2. Cocoanuts and copra. - _ _— _ _ —_ = i po = = oe = _ ein 
8. Cocoanut oil - 3 . _ es = = = = aw 93 = 112 164 me — 814 
4. Hides - ° ‘. = i = cas = = 2 oe | bes. Se —e a * — oe 
5. Sago flour - » - _ — —_ 572 _ 1,289 8,955 8,380 12,250 23,561 16,400 11,847 15,929 
6. Salt fish . = « — = ra = aa as. = oe Ze us ae = inet ta 
7. Timber - . . _ _ _ = — ee te is. = a pe = 16 = 
8. Miscellaneous . - _— — = = = = = ae — =a a ae, =s = 
Total - . - 1,399 4,796 1,145 _ 572 — 1,289 4,960 7,700 22,670 35,720 26,784 19,440 22,420 
hin eee eee 
i 
> 
ic 
[3 
> 
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Exports from Laspuan, from 1855 to 1881—continued. 


os 1869. 1870. | 1871. | 1872. | 1878. | 1874. | 1875. | 1876. | 1877. | 1878. | 1879, | 1880. | 1881. 
I,—IMPORTS EXPORTED— 
continued. 
4th.— Manufactures almost wholly 
From Brunei. 
£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
1, Cigars - - - - - _ 581 _ — _— _— oa a eae is 
2. Cloths - - - - - 65 67 _ _ _ a — = — a 
8. Cocoanut oil - - - - 15 a — _ - _ — — — _ 
4. Mats - - “ . - _ 16 _ _ _ - _ _ 42 20 
5. Miscellaneous - - - - — — Neowe > _ - _ _ “= ~ 
Total ” . 2 80 664 — —_ _ — — _ 42 20 
5th.—Non-classified. 
ecie - - - - 1,251 1,092 2,656 _ 208 _ 932 348 od - 
lf * -- . — 100 143 252 514 oa 96 233 556 496 
Total - = = 1,251 1,192 2,799 252 722 = 1,028 571 556 496 
IIL-—PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURES 
OF COLONY EXPORTED, 
1. Coals (including coals supplied to 5,589 7,544 2,057 3,312 2,656 _ 1,590 2,324 763 1,574 
vessels calling). 
2. Cocoanuts and copra - - - _ _ _~ _ - _ — _ 284 531 
8. Cocoanut oil -< . - . _ _ _ _ _ - <= — 177 - 
4. Hides - - - * * _ — _ _ _- _ = 360 157 16 
5. Sago flour - . . - 18,936 14,162 18,087 19,907 11,155 _ 24,472 32,318 27,155 20,894 
6. Salt fish . . - - — — _ _— —_ — 46 578 _ _ 
7. Timber - . . e - -- 77 _ _ 44 _ 159 536 840 492 
8 Miscellaneous - ° °. - _ — _ 70 18 ~ _ 218 _ = 


ee a fl | | | | | fe | a | | fee | 


26,267 36,334 28,876 23,567 


Total “ . . 24,525 21,783 20,144 23,289 13,873 
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—-— | 1855. | 1856. | 1857. | 1858. | 1859. 1860. | 1861. 1862. | 1863. 1864. | 1865. | 1866. | 1867. | 1868. 
1.—IMPORTED. £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
1. Jungle produce - - 1,612 2,582 2,150 3,592 2,891 4,713 6,171 4,526 8,584 22,855 16,264 22,447 22,191 39,392 
2. Sea produce - - - 73 414 666 23 192 1,318 530 541 2,005 1,841 3,369 5,588 12,456 é 
3. Pr Wee Ae lands under 3,440 9,632 2,546 1,199 1,926 5,887 5,743 8,055 1,540 749 2,502 1,701 3,544 2,428 
cultivation. 
4, Manufactures almost wholly _ _- ~ 87 - _ 789 33 - ~- 650 750 342 600 
from Brunei. 
5. Non-~lassified . - 1,410 2,698 520 168 969 520 _ — 2,500 83 16 16 — 1,506 
Total . - - 6,535 15,276 5,882 5,064 5,978 12,438 13,233 8,155 14,629 25,528 22,801 30,502 38,533 59,918 
IIl.—PrRopUCE AND MANvU- 1,399 4,796 1,145 — 572 = 1,289 4,960 7,700 22,670 35,720 26,784 19,440 22,420 
FACTURES OF THE COLONY. 
GRAND TOTALS - 7,934 20,072 7,027 5,064 6,550 12,438 14,522 18,115 22,329 48,198 58,521 57,286 57,973 82,338 
( Continued.) 
1869. | 1870. | 1871. | 1872. | 1878. | 1874, | 1875. 1876. | 1877. | 1878. | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. 
I.-IMPORTED. £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
1. Jungle produce - - 24,329 22,577 19,985 31,619 17,569 15,162 —_ 19,038 30,921 26,470 37,074 46,226 68,909 
2. Sea produce - - - 5,368 7,199 2,838 6,658 5,486 4,876 — 9,865 13,746 9, 5,126 5699 13,147 
8. Produce of lands under 2,174 7,784 6,948 7,261 5,849 7,469 — 9,436 16,968 21,960 19,588 13,558 13,025 
cultivation. 
4. Manufactures almost wholly 80 664 a — — —_ _ _ _ _ -_ 42 20 
from Brunei. 
5. Non-classified - - 1,251 1,192 2,799 252 722 2,713 — 1,908 200 1,028 571 556 496 
Total - S 33,202 39,416 82,570 45,790 29,626 80,220 _ 40,247 61,835 59,007 62,359 68,081 95,597 
IIl.—PropucE anp MANV- 24,525 21,783 20,144 23,289 13,873 26,885 _ 23,848 29,229 26,267 36,334 28,876 23,567 
FACTURES OF THE COLONY. 
GRAND TOTALS - 57,727 61,199 52,714 69,079 43,499 57,105 _ 64,095 91,064 85,274 98,693 96,957 119,164 
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In submitting this table, 1 would state that while it has not 
been prepared with a view to absolute accuracy, the shillings and 
pence, for instance, in each item being omitted, it has been pre- 
pared with as great an accuracy as the Blue Book Returns at my 
disposal will admit of, and an accuracy amply sufficient for the 
deductions that will be drawn from it. 


I regret that there are no returns at present in the Colony 
giving the sum total of the value of each article exported during 
the year 1875. I must also observe that, although there was 
doubuess a great increase in trade in 1868, the sums given as the 
value of the articles exported during that year are much too large, 
as was pointed out by Governor Bulwer in 1873, the articles having 
been valued at a much higher rate by the compiler of that year’s 
return than they were ever valued at before or since. The returns, 
therefore, for 1868 must be regarded as too large comparatively. 


In this table the exports have been divided into two sections, 
the first comprising those articles, almost all of them raw products, 
which are imported into the island from Borneo, Sulu, &c., and 
‘he second comprising the products and manufactures of the 
Colony. 


The articles under Section I. are divided into six classes, as 
follows:—Ist, the produce of jungle ; 2nd, the produce of the sea ; 
3rd, the produce of lands (exclusive of Labuan) under cultivation ; 
4th, manufactures imported from Borneo and Sulu; and, 5th, 
articles, including specie, that could not readily be classified. 
This last class is inconsiderable in amount, and consists mainly of 
articles entered in Blue Book Returns as sundries, and which 
could not be further specialized for want of the original detailed 
documents. 


11. On examining the first class of the first section of this table 
it is seen that, while the amounts of beeswax, camphor,* and 
damart exported have increased only to a small extent or remained 
stationary, the quantities of birds’ nests, canes, and gutta{ have 
largely increased, more especially during the last three years. 
The value of the gutta exported during the last four years increased 
as follows :—1878, 4,342/.; 1879, 9,8982; 1880, 24,443/7.; and in 
1881, 46,0747. 


The large increase in the export of this last article is due to the 
high price it commanded in the market during these years. 
During the years 1878, 1879, 1880, and 1881 a certain amount 
of timber was exported from the Colony to Hong Kong. ‘This 
timber was cut on the coast, and ought to have been entered under 
head No. 7 of this class, but, owing to its having been rafted to 


* This camphor is obtained from trees (Dryobalanops camphora) indigenous only 
to the Malayan countries, and is forty times as costly as ordinary camphor, principally 
on account of its subliming extremely slowly at ordinary temperature, 

+ A resin much used in the manufacture of varnish. 

} Includinh indiav-rubber. 
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Labuan in small quantities at a time, it has been erroneously 
entered under head No. 7 of Section II. 

The totals exported under this class show a great and regular 
increase during the last four years, the amounts being in 1878, 
26,470/.; in 1879, 37,0741; in 1880, 46,2262; in 1881, 68,9092. 

12. Under the next class, sea products, it is to be remarked 
that from the nature of the articles under head No. i the returns 
must naturally show a much smaller amount than the values 
actually exported. A decided increase has taken place during 
the past year in the amounts of pearlshell,* tortoiseshell, and 
trepangt exported, especially in that of the first mentioned. The 
increase in Jungle and sea produce is very apparent when the 
totals of both for the last six years are compared with similar 
totals for the six years ending 1874. 


—— 1869 to 1874. 1876 to 1881. 
£ 
Totals of Jungle produce - = - 131,241 228,638 
Totals of Sea produce - - - 32,425 59,132 
168,666 287,770 


Again, the steady increase in the amount of these products 
exported during the last six years is very noteworthy. 


£ 
In 1876 they amounted to - - 28,903 
Gh cc aoe Ae Ee ~ 44,667 
ERE « sew (i! - 86,019 
ARTO: 3s Rate. - 42,200 
LAC ae oiasc - 53,925 
Ss ARSL Gakety fay PS - 82,056 


The causes that have led to this great increase during the last 
five years are, I believe, first, the high prices of gutta and canes 
that have ruled of late; second, a number of the men thrown out 
of employment at Coal Point having engaged in collecting the 
products ; and third, the improved facilities of transport provided 
by local steamers. 

13. Turning to class No. 3 one cannot but regret the notice- 
able fact that the exportation of spices, for which the coast of 
Borneo, near Labuan, was once so famous, has for many years 
almost ceased. Indeed, the value of the produce (exclusive of 
sago) of lands under cultivation that has been imported for re- 


* Commonly called mother-of-pearl. 
+ Béche-de-mer, or sea-slug, a species of Holothuria, much esteemed as a culinary 
article by the Chinese. 


LABUAN. 


493 


494 


260 PAPERS RELATING TO 


exportation have been decreasing ; the average amount exported 
during the last nine years (exclusive of 1875) having been 1,355. 
worth per annum, while that exported during the preceding decade 
average 1,584/. worth per annum. It is evident from the returns 
under this class that the natives, from whatever cause, have gra- 
dually given up the higher cultivation of land, and devoted their 
attention more and more to the growing of sago, a product easy 
of cultivation, and for which there is always a demand. 

The sago flour entered under head No. 9 of this class is manu- 
factured at two factories on the cvast near Labuan. These 
factories are owned and carried on by Labuan traders. This 
industry, the manufacture of raw sago into sago flour, was 
attempted on the Coast in 1862 and in 1867 and subsequently 
established in 1870. 

The only other item of any importance in this class is hides. A 
small part of these hides ought properly to have been entered 
under head No. 4 in Section II., as about one seventh of the 
hides exported are the produce of the Colony. 

14, Although the city of Brunei has still a local reputation for 
the manufacture of brassware, and of wear-resisting, though 
rather rough, sarongs made from English thread, this table, read 
with that of the direct exports of manufactures from Brunei* in 
the Consular Reports, shows how the Brunei manufactures have 
utterly failed to be able to compete with the manufactures of 
more civilized nations. 

15. Turning to Section II., the products and manufactures of 
the Colony, a most pleasing fact regarding this important class of 
exports is seen. It is that the quantities of the staple manufac- 
tures of the Settlement, sago flour, exported continued to increase 
largely till the year 1879, when 32,3181. worth of it was exported. 
The decrease in the two succeeding years was due to the numerous 
fires which occurred all over the country in the first half of 1879, 
consequent on a drought of six months’ duration, the most severe 
that has been experienced for many years. These fires increased 
the amount of sago brought to market during 1879, as many of 
the palms that were not fully grown, but had been severely scorched 
or killed by the fire, were cut down, and the raw sago extracted 
before they began to rot. The quantities of raw sago brought to 
market during the last two years were also influenced by the lower 
price sago commanded during that time. 

That the exportation of sago flour will increase in a few years, 
when the sago plantations on the coast have recovered, I have no 
doubt whatever if only the prices keep fairly good. 

That the working of the coal seams in the Island is a matter of 
the greatest importance to the Colony from a financial point of 
view there can be no doubt, and that the comparatively large out- 
put of coal that was effected during the seven years ending 1870 
considerably affected the prosperity of the inhabitants, there is as 


* These, exclusive of tapioca and sago flour, were for 1881 under 175i, 
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little doubt ; but it is a most interesting fact that in no year, except 
1863, for the last 20 years, did the value of the coal exported 
once equal that of the sago exported; indeed, asa rule, it fell very 
far short of it, as for the last 20 years (19, exclusive of 1875) the 
value of the coal exports was 83,2931., while that of the sago ex- 
ported during the same period amounted to 266,6471, or over 
treble the value of the coal. During the last 10 years (nine, exclu- 
sive of 1875) the difference between the amounts of these articles 
exported is much greater—being coal 17,130/. and sago 211,4331., 
or more than 12 times the value of the coal. 


Shipping. 

16. On examining the total numbers and tonnage of ships en- 
tered and cleared since 1855, it is noted that a great increase took 
place in 1863, and that this increase went on till the highest 
figures recorded were reached in 1866. During 1867 the figures 
were still high, but fell in the following year to what may be 
called their natural level, and continued so, with limited variation, 
till 1877, when the numbers began to rise again. During 1878 
over 20,000 tons of shipping entered and cleared, and this, compara- 
tively speaking, large amount of shipping continued gradually 
increasing up to and during last year. 


I.— Shipping entered and cleared, from 1855 to 1881. 


Vessels entered. Vessels cleared. 
Year. —_- ———————_ | 
No. Tons. No. | Tons, 
1555 - - 19 3,652 17 3,490 
1856 - - 42 12,366 40 12,444 
1857 2 : 35 11,328 32 9,167 
1858 - 21 4,172 20 3,553 
1859 - 24 4,710 23 4,566 
1860 - . 27 6,769 20 4,395 
1861 j - 20 4,542 25 6,170 
1862 | : 17 4,875 17 5,299 
1863 ‘ : 25 7,332 24 6,707 
1864 - : 25 10,448 25 10,896 
1865 ‘ 7 26 11,993 25 11,622 
1866 : ; 55 18,813 55 18,549 
1867 - 33 14,126 33 14,441 
1868 - - 28 7,744 27 7,076 
1869 . < 19 6,972 18 6,929 
1870 - * 23 8,917 25 9,748 
1871 s a 24 9,956 23 8,358 
1872 - as 26 7,708 26 7,808 
1873 f J 22 7,644 20 7,046 
1874 * - 38 8,148 41 9,353 
1875 : = 38 8,466 38 8,481 
1876 : . 35 7,100 35 6,833 
1877 ¢ 7 33 9,231 32 9,230 
1878 “ - 34 10,680 34 10,488 
1879 - . 38 10,787 40 11,355 
1880 = = 50 11,342 48 10,957 
1881 - - 54 11,053 57 11,385 
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LaBuan, Entered and Cleared. 
Tons. 
1878 - : : t - 21,168 
1879 - - - - - 22,142 
1880 - - - - - 22,299 
1881 - - - - - 22,438 


On referring to the table of exports, the large increase in ship- 
ping during the four years ending 1867 is at once seen to be due 
to the great increase in the export of coal during these years, and 
that the increase in shipping daring the last five years is in accord- 
ance with the increase of exports during these years, thus bearing 
out the remarks made under the previoussection on the late 
increase of trade in the Island. 

Table II. shows how during the last seven years* steam vessels 
have gradually supplanted sailing vessels, and Table III. how 
steamers are rapidly supplanting native vessels in the coasting 
trade. As the steamers take the place of the large native craft 
running to Sandakan, Sulu, and Palawan, and not so much of the 
smaller coasting prahus, this transport of goods by steamers instead 
of native vessels is even much greater than is shown by the table, 
the number of native vessels only being given each year and not 
their tonnage. For the last few years the requirements of the 
British North Borneo Company have considerably increased the 
number of trips made by steamers on the coast. 


II.— Relative Numbers and Tonnages of Steam and Sailing Vessels 
entered and cleared during the last Seven Years. 


ENTERED. CLEARED. 

Year. Sailing Vessels. Steam Vessels. Sailing Vessels. Steam Vessels. 
No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. 

1875 - 6 1,575 32 6,891 7 1,673 31 6,808 
1876 - 17 2,027 18 5,073 16 1,654 19 5,179 
1877 - 7 1,346 26 7,885 Stir 1719 24 7,511 
1878 - 3 1,737 31 8,943 2 982 32 9,506 
1879 - 6 2,271 32 8,516 7 2,726 83 8,629 
1880 - 4 1,234 46 10,108 3 962 45 9,995 
1881 - 3 987 61 10,066 4 1,259 538 10,126 


* Steam and sailing vessels were classed together in the Blue Book Returns before 
1875. 


i]],—Reuative Numeers and Tonnaces of Srzamers, Sartinc Vesseis, and Native Crart trading between Labuan and the Sulu 
Archipelago, North Borneo, and adjacent Islands during the last Ten Years. 


ENTERED. CLEARED. 
Year. Steam Vessels. Sailing Vessels. Total. pe t Steam Vessels. Sailing Vessels. Total. 
No Tons No Tons. No Tons No. No Tons No Tons No. | Tons. 
1872 - ath, Saat ace wa = 1 110* 1,086 —_ ae a we 1 110* 
1378 - - _ _ — a 3 529* 699 — — a — Ba 539* 
1874 - -{| — _ — _— 12 1,254* 980 — — — — 14 1,460* 
1875 - - 16 1,588 —_ — 16 1,583 _ 16 1,817 1 340 17 2,157 
1876 - - 3 318 14 1,159 17 1,477 948 3 318 15 1,270 18 1,588 
1877 - - 5 453 3 833 8 786 1,196 4 438 3 241 7 679 
1878 - - 9 1,619 oo — 9 1,619 1,045 9 1,619 — — 9 1,619 
1879 - - 12 1,356 _ _ 12 1,356 938 14 1,569 —_— — 14 1,569 
1880 - - 21 2,753 —_ _ 21 2,753 688 20 2,640 — — 20 2,640 
1881 - =f 93 2,877 — — 22 2,877 658 24 2,937 = Sn 24 2,937 
Pe a Nie: Es Se ee ST) ee «PO PETS 1S) he 2 ee des et LR a ae Dae i Aree Ai RE 
* Not distinguished during these years. 7 Capacity from 24 tons to 6 tons; crew averaging five to eight men. 
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Mining. 


17. The works at Coal Point were stopped in August 1879, and 
on the 21st of the following February Mr. Cowie obtained a per- 
mit to work the coal in the Batu-Arang district, which lies at the 
head of the harbour, to supply with coal a small steamer belonging 
to him, which was engaged in the coasting trade. During the 
year under review the surface working of this seam of coal was 
continued, 800 tons of clean coal having been raised during the 
year. The royalty charged is 50 cents per ton of clean coal 
raised. 

Crime. 


18. The decrease of crime in the Settlement during the last 
few years is very apparent from the following table :— 


1870.} 1871.| 1872.| 1873. 1876. 1881 


—-~ 


isn 1878. 


1s 1875. 187 | 1880. 


1868.| 1869. 


Number of of- 


fences reported 
to the police - | 163 | 164 | 146 | 226 | 230 | 213 | 183 | 224 | 180 | 212 | 235 | 207 | 188 | 124 


Number of sum- 


mary convic- 
tions - - | 183 | 129 | 128 | 164 | 189 | 126 | 100 | 121 | 99} 110}; 115/113} 57] 66 


Number of con- 
victions in Su- 


perior Courts - 9 21} 89) 40] 28] 28/] 25) 16| 17] 21 7 6 


or 
i 
bo 


Number of civil 


cases in Small 
Debt Court -| 227} 94 | 181 | 228 | 287 | 288 | 225 | 366 | 360 | 332 | 314 | 315 | 200 | 150 


Thus the averages for the last two years, as compared with the 12 
preceding, are as follows :— 


<a | 1868 to 1879. 1880 and 1881. 


Average number of offences reported to the 


police - - - - - 198 131 
Average number of summary convictions - 127 61 
Average number of convictions in Superior 

Courts - = - - - 21 13 
Average number of small debt cases - 272 175 


This marked decrease in crime, and in the number of petty civil 
cases, is due, namely, to the absence from the Island of the rough 
miners and coolies formerly employed at Coal Point, partly also 
to the fact that fewer turbulent Sulus visit the Settlement in their 
native boats, partly to the exodus of a certain number of the less 
settled of the inhabitants to the new stations on the coast, and 
partly, it is to be hoped, to the gradual civilization and improve- 
ment generally of the inhabitants. 
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Public Health. 


19. An epidemic of measles, of a very mild type, appeared early 
in the year and spread rapidly over the Island and to the opposite 
coast of Borneo. The type, however, as stated, was very mild, and 
acase of death resulting from it was, I believe, almost unknown. 

A solitary case of small-pox was landed from a gunboat in 
the harbour; fortunately the patient recovered, and the disease did 
not spread. 

Most if not all of the few cases of Beri-beri that occurred were 
sent to the civil hospital, and out of the number, nine, so sent, only 
one died. With the exceptions above noted the health of the 
settlement has been good during the past year. The types of the 
prevalent diseases, intermittent and remittent fevers, have been for 
many years gradually but steadily getting less severe. From my 
owr, observation I can state that they have been considerably 
ameliorated during the last six years, and I attribute this change 
to the change that has taken place, and continues to take place, 
over the Island ; the gradual disappearance of the jungle and its 
replacement by grass, in the preservation of which the increasing 
herds of cattle are most useful. 

The rainfall for the year was 147 ° 6 inches. 

(Signed) P. Leys, 

Labuan, 31st August 1882. Administrator. 


HELIGOLAND. 


No. 20. 


Governor J. T. N. O’Brien, C.M.G., to the Right Hon. the 
EaRL OF DERBY. 


My Lorp, Heligoland, February 19, 1883. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith the Blue Book 
Returns for the year 1882, and would beg to submit to your 
Lordship’s favourable consideration the following remarks 
thereon. 

2. Our bathing season, on which the prosperity of the inhabi- 
tants mainly depends, has been a good one, the number of visitors, 
exclusive of 2,350 excursionists, having risen from 3,530 in 1881 
to 4,912 in 1882; this increase was owing doubtless to the com- 
pletion of the railway to Cuxhaven, our nearest port, at the same 
time this does not I fear mean a very great increase of prosperity, 
for if gauged by the receipts of former years I am sorry to say 
these figures are somewhat deceptive, for the railway now admits 
of bathing guests paying shorter visits with greater facility and 
with less expense, and the almost continuous bad weather in 
August drove away many before their time, causes which 
materially affected the revenue of the inhabitants, as well as that 
of our bathing establishment ; the weather having been such as 
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to render it impossible to cross over to Sandy Island, where the 
bathing mainly takes place, for 20 days in the season, this is 
a most unusual occurrence. 

3. Our only other industry, fishing, yrelded in the Spring 
good returns, but the catch in the Autumn has. also owing to 
the weather, been very indifferent. . 

The gales moreover caused very serious damage to our fishing 
fleet, 15 sloops out of 34 having up to date been sunk this winter 
(13 in 1882), of which 4 were entirely lost, and the remainder 
so seriously damaged as to be unable to take part for months in 
the fishery. 

Our lobster fishing has been, as far as I can learn, also in- 
different; it is however very difficult to obtain any data on this 
head, the Heligolanders being very jealous, and never confiding 
even to their nearest relatives the amount of their daily catch. 

Our oyster banks were fished but six times in 1882, owing also 
to the bad weather, so prevalent during the latter months of the 

ear. 

‘ 4, Having recently made a full and detailed report on the 
revenue and expenditure of the Island, I will only summarize 
the result of the year’s operations in the words of my Despatch 
of the 30th January 1883, paragraph 2, viz :— 

‘¢ The main features of the year’s operations are, that not only 
have I been able to carry on the Government without having 
recurrence to a loan (beyond the temporary accommodation of 
M. 2,500 for a few weeks at the commencement of the season, 
alluded to in my Despatches), but that while the revenue has 
exceeded expenditure by M. 2,400 (120/.) I have paid off over 
M. 4,000 (2002.) of the Island’s debt toa creditor, who in consequence 
has reduced the intefest on the balance of his loan from 9 to 44 
per cent., the normal rate on our liabilities.” 

The Public Debt, as noted above, has been slightly reduced. I 
can, however, see no hope of further appreciable reduction except 
it be through some unforeseen circumstance, such as through 
salvage. 

Firstly—Sandy Island, which from its incomparable beach 
and its situation in mid ocean is our greatest attraction to 
our visitors, has required attention to endeavour to save it at 
much as possible from the encroachments of the sea, planting it 
with grass, and the erection of bush screens, has been carried out 
to the utmost, our means rendering more permanent steps 
impossible. 

Secondly.—The renewing of most of the 200 steps which 
separate the upper from the lower town was necessary, and was 
also a heavy public work in 1882, as was 

Thirdly.—The relaying of some of our streets and promenades, 
towards which the inhabitants concerned contributed their shares 
of the expense, ‘ 

Fourthly.—Our school buildings required extensive repairs ; and 

Fifthly.—In addition to increased accommodation in our bathing 
establishment the water tower was found to be dangerous, and 
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had to be rebuilt. Public Worls, as well as expenditure of all 
kinds, had to be kept down to the utmost in order to enable 
revenue and expenditure to balance. 

5. Three Ordinances were passed during the year, the first to 
raise the import duty on spirits in order to decrease the temptation 
to drink, while increasing the revenue. 

The second, to ensure the more punctual payment of taxes and 
impose penalties for non-payment, this was much needed ; and 

The third.—A statute of limitations, | 

6. Several appointments have on vacancy been abolished or amal- 
gamated with others, thus causing a reduction in the expenditure, 
while salaries formerly debited to the various services have 
according to the forms sent from England been massed and put 
under one head. This also accounts for several other modifications 
this year in the headings of the present return. 

The principal change that has taken place during the year in 
the personnel of the Colonial Service has been the appointment 
of Lieut. KE. Brietzcke R.N., Coast Guard officer, as magistrate and 
wreck-receiver, vice Mr. W. Mains, who after 12 years’ residence, 
and having rendered great service to this island, has_ retired, 
and the amalgamation of the duties of Treasurer and Bathing 
Director in the person of Mr. K. N. Michels, consequent on the 
resignation of Mr. Jaspers. 

7. The population would appear to have but slightly increased, 
and though on two occasions infectious disease (scarlet fever) was 
introduced from the Continent, it did not, owing to our climate, 
extend, hence the Island still maintains its great sanitary 
reputation. Deaths have been almost exclusively among the 
aged, in fact it would seem from the annexed report by our 
Island physician that contrary to what obtains in most other 
countries, it is only after the age of 70 is reached that the death 
rate among Heligolanders, which is otherwise far below the 
average on the Continent, increases ; this, added to the appearance 
of the population, is a proof, if need be, of the peculiarly healthy 
nature of our climate consequent on its exceptional position in 
mid ocean, this state of things is the more to be wondered at 
when it is considered how closely from intermarriage the popu- 
lation is connected. 

The bracing effects of the sea air and the sea bathing on 
Sandy Island (away from all possible impurities) though little 
known in England has been long fully appreciated all over the 
north of Europe, however, it is only of late years that the bene- 
ficial effects of a lengthened sojourn here in cases principally of 
asthma and such complaints is becoming proved by visitors who 
can live nowhere else, but who enjoy excellent health in Heligo- 
land, where they are enabled to be in the open air even all through 
this winter with impunity, 

8. Owing to the absence of a harbour (vide paragraph 2 of 
my Despatch covering last year’s Blue Book) the local trade and 
fishing must be confined to small vessels which can be hauled 
up in bad weather ; these form our means of communication by 
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sailing craft with the Continent. English fishing smacks call 
here in great numbers for water and supplies, while occasionally 
yachts and other coasting vessels anchor in our roads, and a few 
small craft bring coals occasionally to the Island. 

In winter, in addition to the small tugs sent over to fetch the 
fish when our fleet goes out, we have a weekly steamer with 
mails from the mainland. Last winter communication was with 
Cuxhaven ; this winter it has been transferred to Bremerhaven, 
owing to the fish contractor living in that town; for as the fish 
steamers bring over mails whenever they come to the Island, 
this gives us extra communication with the main land without 
extra expense. In summer we have daily communication with 
Cuxhaven in connection with the first down and the last up 
train to and from Hamburg, in addition there is a steamer three 
times direct from Hamburg and twice from Bremerhaven, in ali 
12 steamers a week from the Continent exclusive of excursion 
steamers and tugs that often anchor in our roads. 

These steamers made 194 trips last year, viz., from Cuxhaven 
121, Hamburgh 45, and Bremerhaven 28. 

In 1882, we had no visits from any English Man of War 
except the Coast Guard tender, which was here twice, the Trinity 
Yacht came over to the island once, while, besides the Dutch 
vessel in charge of the fisheries, we were hardly a week from May 
to October without a representation of the German navy in the 
harbour. 

10. The schools are well attended, so much so that the classes 
are too large for the Staff the Island can afford. Heligolandish 
(the old Anglo-Saxon) being an unwritten language, German has 
for years been adopted as the medium of tuition, English being 
but very little and indifferently taught in the two upper classes. 
I am doing what I can to encourage proficiency in our tongue, 
if only to enable the Colony to supply its own properly qualified 
officials, nearly all the higher posts having now to be filled by 
foreigners. 

11. The financial and general position and importance of the 
island and its establishments having formed the subject of 
numerous reports to your Lordship during the last year I shall 
no further prolong this Despatch. 


I have, &e. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) J. T. N. O’Brign, 
The Earl of Derby, Governor. 
&e. &e. 
LONDON : 


Printed by Grorcez E. B. Eyre and Witi1am Sporriswoonr, 
Printers to the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty. 


For Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 
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CEYLON. 


No. 1. 


Lieutenant-Governor Dovanas, O.M.G., to the Right Hon. the 
Earu oF Dersy. 


Queen’s House, Colombo, Ceylon, 
My Lorp, August 30, 1883. 

I wave the honour to forward herewith the Blue Book of 
Ceylon for 1882, and to submit the following report on its 
contents, 

2. The coffee crop, which materially affects indirectly several 
of the most important sources of Colonial revenue, was slightly 
larger than that of the preceding year, the exports for 1882 and 
1881 being 464,703 cwts. and 436,991 cwts. respectively; but the 
average value of the article dropped from Rs. 42 } to Rs. 31 i, 
showing a total decrease of Rs. 3,388,622. There was no pearl 
fishery during the year, and the revenue of the Colony was 
exceeded by the expenditure to the amount of Rs. 333,094, 
There appears to be no near prospect of the coffee industry 
regaining the position which for many years contributed so 
largely to the financial prosperity of the Island, and several 
years must elapse before the exports of tea and other new pro- 
ducts can compensate the lamentable decrease in the production 
of coffee; it will, therefore, be necessary for some time to come not 
only to avoid any increase of the responsibilities of the Colony, 
but to exercise the severest economy in every branch of the 
public service. It is at the same time a satisfaction to be able 
to report that the state of the public health was good during the 
year, and the paddy harvests generally excellent. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


3. The revenue for 1882 amounted to Rs. 12,161,570 23, or at 
the par of 1s. 103d. to the rupee, officially adopted for purposes of 
comparison with the results of former years, to 1,140,147/. 3s. 10d, 
showing a decrease of Rs. 1,524,921 954, or 142,9611. 8s. 73d. on 
the revenue fur 1881. The expenditure on the votes of the year 
amounted to Rs. 12,494,664 244, or 1,171,374/. 15s. 6d., showing 
a decrease of Rs. 1,038,594 814, or $7,368 5s. 3d. on the cor- 
responding expenditure for the preceding year. In addition to 
this amount there were expended during the year a sum of 
Rs. 30,209 7, or 2,832I. 2s. Od., from unexpended balances of pre- 
vious years brought forward for expenditure in 1882, anda sum of 
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Rs. 123,442 95, or 11,5727. 15s. 64d., out of the funds appropriated 
by the Surplus Funds Ordinance No. 13 of 1879. The total 
expenditure of the year, exclusive of the outlay on the Break- 
water, the Railway Extension, and the Colombo Waterworks, 
the cost of which is specially provided for and does not figure in 
the annual expenditure, amounted to Rs. 12,648,316 263, or 
1,185,779/. 13s., showing a decrease of Rs. 1,330,533 204, or 
124,7371 9s. 94d., on the corresponding total for 1881. The 
revenue of the year fell short of the expenditure under the votes 
of the year by Rs. 333,094 223, or 31,2271. 11s. 8d., to which 
should be added a sum of Rs. 26,991 62, or 2,530/. 9s. 33d., 
which has been brought forward from the votes of the year for 
expenditure in 1883, miaking a total deficit of revenue under 
expenditure Rs. 360,085 844, or 33,7587. Os, 114d. 

4, The following are the principal items of increase and 
decrease :— 


Revenue. 


5. The decrease of Rs. 14,447 under the heading of “ arrears of 
revenue ” is due to the prevailing depression and the consequent 
difficulty of realising the full value of securities hypothecated by 
renters in default. 

Customs exhibit a decrease of Rs. 185,933 18, owing to a 
decline in the importation of grain and other dutiable goods, and 
a decrease of Rs. 3,053 85 in the amount of royalty collected 
at the Customs premises on plumbago. 

Port and Harbour Dues show increases of Rs, 9,163 92 and 
Rs. 15,101 25 under “ port clearances and pilotage,” owing to the 
increased tonnage of the vessels frequenting the ports of the 
Island. 

Under Land Sales there is a large falling off of Rs. 137,453 54, 
referable to the decreased demand for Jand arising from the 
general depression. 

Land Revenue shows an increase under the sub-head “ paddy,” 
which is counterbalanced by a decrease under the sub-heads “ fine 
grain” and “ gardens rented.” 

Licenses.—The large decrease of Rs. 69,549 56 under “arrack, 
rum, and toddy ” is partly compensated by an increase of Rs. 11,740 
under “ stills,’ and the apparent increase of Rs. 41,030 under “retail 
of salt” is discounted by the subtraction of a corresponding amount 
under the head “sale of Government property,” the collection on 
account of salt in the Jaffna district in 1881 having been made 
in Aumany. 

Stamps.—The prevailing depression in business is accountable 
for the large decrease of Rs. 52,042 20 under the head “ general 
stamps.” 

Sale of Government Property.—The decrease of Rs. 23,878 58 
under “salt” is only apparent, the revenue from the sale of the 
article having exceeded that of the previous year ; but, as explained 
above, a portion of the revenue to the amount of Rs. 41,030 is 
entered under * Licenses, retail of salt.” 
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Colonial Store exhibits a decrease of Rs. 202,381 99, resulting 
from the transfer to revenne in 1881 of the value of stationery in 
the Colonial store when the alteration was made in the mode of 
paying and accounting for it, an operation that of course cannot 
be repeated, and the falling off of Rs. 80,170 824 under “ timber ” 
is due to the diminished demand for timber in the market, and to 
the necessary restriction of the operations of the Public Works 
Department. 


Miscellaneous Receipts.—The decrease of Rs. 98,041 67 under 
“ deficiency of troops” arises from the Colony having been provided 
with her full complement of troops during the year. 


Pearl Fishery —There was a very successful fishery in 1881, 
and there was none in 1882, hence the decrease of Rs, 598,903 56 
under this head. 


Railway Receipts suffered from the general stagnation of trade, 
and there is a falling off under this head of Rs. 241,597 63. 


Expenditure, 


6. On Establishments, under which heading are included certain 
contingencies and allowances, besides fixed and provisional salaries, 
there are increases amounting to Rs, 110,255 92 and decreases 
amounting to Rs. 96,380 79, showing a nett increase of Res, 
13,875 13. This nett increase is explained by the increase of 
Rs. 69,254 12 under the sub-head Postal and Telegraph Depart- 
ment, which is due to the transfer of the cost of makiag provision 
for the payment of the staff employed on the telegraphs from 
electric telegraph to establishments, If this item be deducted 


for purposes of comparison from the cost of establishments a nett 


decrease will be shown under establishments of Rs, 55,378 99. 


Services, exclusive of Establishments, show increases amounting 
to Rs, 73,206 30 and decreases amounting to Rs, 1,125,676 243, 
or a nett decrease of Rs. 1,052,469 945. 


Revenue Services.—A large expenditure was incurred in 1881 
on account of the importation of salt from India and on the pear! 
fishery, ‘The absence of corresponding charges in 1882 account 
for the decrease under this head of Rs. 177,505 63. The apparent 
increase of Rs, 10,870 76 under the head “ hospitals and sanitation ” 
is accounted for by the transfer to this head of the wages of 
attendants previously paid under the head “ provisional salaries.” 


Police Services show a decrease of Rs. 39,491, of which a con- 
siderable portion is due to the votes for 1881 having been 
debited with the cost of arms and uniforms obtained in 1880, 
but not paid for till the following year. The increase of Rs. 
16,223 50 under the head “ prison services” is caused by ar 
increase in the number of prisoners confined during the year. 

Roads, Streets, Bridges, and Canals exhibit a decrease of Rs. 
176,855 consequent on the continued fall in the Colonial revenue 
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having necessitated a curtailment of the votes for expenditure 
under this head. The public buildings and roads have, however, 
been kept in proper repair, and all previously existing lines of 
communication effectively maintained. 


Interest.—The first half-yearly contribution towards the sinking 
fund for the extinction of the loans raised on debentures for the 
construction of the Colombo Harbour Works was paid this year, 
which accounts for the increase of Rs. 24,775 05 under this 
heading. The decrease of Rs. 156,926 85 under the heading 
“Colonial store ” is caused by the cost of stationery issued to the 
several public departments having been charged to and paid from 
the votes of such departments, instead of being paid as formerly 
in a lump sum under this head. 


Government Vessels—The Colonial steamer “ Serendib” did 
not require such extensive repairs in 1882 as in the preceding 
year, hence the reduction of Rs. 116,181 70 under this head. | 


Railway Services.—The decrease of Rs. 250,614 65 under this 
head is chiefly owing to the cessation of the contribution towards 
the sinking fund for the redemption of the debentures issued on 
loans obtained for the construction of the railway from Colombo 


to Kandy. 


Electric Telegraph.—The decrease of Rs. 86,387 92 is chiefly 
due to the transfer of the salaries of the staff from this head to 
“ provisional salaries.” 


Exchange.—The decrease of Rs. 15,337 20 under this heading 
is accounted for by the fact that almost all the charges incurred 
in England during 1882 were debited to their respective votes at 
the current rate of exchange. 


Assets and Liabilities. 


7. The assets of the Ceylon Government on the 31st Decem- 
ber 1882 amounted to Rs. 10,723,792 344, or 1,005,3552 10s. 73d., 
and the liabilities on the same date to Rs. 9,379,940 68, or 
879,369/. 8s. 9d., and there was thus an excess of assets over 
liabilities of Rs. 1,343,851 664, or 125,986/. 1s. 10$d. 

8. The debt of the Colony on the same date amounted to 
1,687,4771. 3s. 2d., consisting of 100,0002, being balance of the 
700,000. raised under the Ordinances Nos. 19 of 1862 and 7 
of 1864 for the construction of the railway from Colombo to 
Kandy; 198,100/., being the snm of 200,000/. due on deben- 
tures issued under Ordinance No. 1 of 1876 for the improvement 
of the Harbour of Colombo, less 1,900/. repaid ; 114,3772 3s. 2d, 
being the sum of 125,000/ borrowed from the Public Works 
Loan Commissioners for the same purpose, less 10,622/. 16s. 10d. 
repaid ; 275,0002, being the amount raised by the sale of deben- 
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tures under Ordinance No. 8 of 1877 for the construction of the 
railway from Kandy to Matale; and 1,000,000/., being the amount 
due on debentures issued under Ordinance No. 9 of 1878 for 
the construction of the railway from Nawalapitiya to Nanu Oya. 
It should be mentioned as regards the first above-named item of 
100,000/. that sufficient funds were in the hands of the trustees 
of the sinking fund on 31st December 1882 to extinguish the 
debt on its falling due. 


Imports and Exports. 


9. Exclusive of specie in each case, the imports of the year 
were valued at Rs. 41,761,364 99 and the exports at 
Rs. 36,339,841 36, showing respectively a decrease of 
Rs. 1,377,489 13 and an increase of Rs. 684,443 42 in com- 
parison with the corresponding totals for 1881. 


There is some reason for satisfaction in the increase of the value 
of the exports, especially in view of the fact that coffee figures for 
a decrease in value of Rs. 3,388,622, but it should be remembered 
that 1881, the year with which comparison is made, was an 
exceedingly bad year; if comparison be made with 1880, in 
which year the value of the exports had already sunk far below 
that attained in previous years, the value of the exports for 1882 
shows a falling off of Rs. 14,086,370 56. 


10. Jmports.—Cotton manufactures, twist, and thread show a 
total value of Rs. 4,751,877, and the sum collected as duty on 
the quantity cleared from the Customs amounts to Rs. 212,166, 
or Rs. 11,082 less than the collection for 1881. 


Coal and Coke show an increase of some 64,000 tons, the im- 
port being 168,224} tons as against 104,362} tons in 1881]. 


Grain.—There is a general decline in all descriptions of grain, 
resulting in a decrease of revenue of Rs, 123,455 and of value 
Rs. 1,408,690, The other items of imports do not call for special 
remark, 


11. Hxports—The amount of coffee exported is shown as 
464,703 cwts. against 436,991 in 1881 but owing to a fall in 
prices the value is represented by only Rs. 17,984,640 as against 
Rs, 21,373,262. Cinchona, cinnamon, tea, and unmanufactured 
tobacco figure for increases in value to the amounts Rs. 2,584,556, 
Rs. 86,384, Rs. 268,812, and Rs. 238,871 respectively, while the pro- 
ducts of the cocoanut also show an increase of Rs. 243,163, The 
quantity of einchona exported during the year was 4,655,944 lbs., 
of which 3,226,552 lbs. was shipped to the United Kingdom, 
and 1,338,275 Ibs. to Italy. The quantity of tea exported during 
the year was 697,268 lbs,, valued at Rs. 591,805, and of this 
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660,697 Ibs. was shipped to the United Kingdom. The quantity 
of cocoa exported was 864 cwts., and exceeded that for 1881 by 
582 cwts. valued at Rs. 31,083, and the quantity of Liberian coffee 
shipped was 1,270 cwts., valued at Rs. 46,879. 


12. Shipping—As compared with 1881 there is an increase of 
71,927 tons inwards and 70,379 tons outwards. 


Public Works. 


13. The expenditure of the Public Works Department, including 
the sums contributed for grant-in-aid roads under the Ordinance, 
Rs. 35,363 from appropriation from Loan Board Funds by 
special Ordinance and Rs. 18,015 48 from Colombo Water 
W orks Funds, amounted to Rs, 2,284,969 43, or Rs. 283,491 94 
lees than the expenditure of the preceding year. The cost of the 
establishment, including salaries, fixed and provisional, office 
contingencies, and allowances, but exclusive of travelling 
allowances and other general charges, the details of which are 
given under departmental charges and “ miscellaneous” was Rs. 
292.575 40, or about 12°80 per cent. of the total expenditure of 
the Department. If to this be added the sum of Rs. 49,623 12, 
the amount of travelling allowances drawn during the year, the 
total cost of the establishment is shown as Rs. 342,198 52, or 
nearly 15 per cent. of the total expenditure. The proportionate 
cost of the establishment would have been even higher than this 
if some of the staff had not been lent to the contractors for the 
railway extension of Nanu Oya. It is evident, therefore, that the 
cost of the establishment is unduly high, and it is intended to 
effect considerable reductions as vacancies occur. A length of 
28°07 miles, including miles 8°90 of the Labugama road con- 
structed in connexion with the Colombo Water W orks, was added 
to the mileage of the principal roads during the year, and the 
whole of the mileage, 2,836°47 miles, was maintained in good 
order. The average cost of the up-keep of the principal roads was 
Rs, 491° 33 per mile as against Rs. 519°05 in 1881. The cost 
of the maintenance of the irrigation works was Rs. 38,521 - 06, 
that of the salaries and allowances of Irrigation officers, employed 
chiefly on Irrigation surveys and supervision of labour on village 
tanks, was Rs. 26,379°92, and the expenditure in construction 
on Irrigation works was Rs. 19,276 °59. The subjoined tables 

xhivit—(1) a classification of the expenditure under the headings 

establishment, construction, up-keep, improvements, and depart- 
mental and miscellaneous charges; (2) the funds from which the 
expenditure has been met; (3) the expenditure incurred in 
the several provinces; and (4) an abstract of the expenditure 
in the various classes of Public Works in each of the provinces 
of the Island. 
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(1.) 
—— | 1882. | 1881. | Increase. Decrease. 


Rs, cts. Rs. cts.| Rs. cts.| Rs. cts. 
Establishment, including 
allowances and contin- 
Fl gencies - - | 292,575 40 | 311,182 89 _ {18,607 49 
Up-keep of roads, bridges, 
canals, and ali 


works - - |1,539,401 17 1,589,928 632 — 50,527 463 
Repairs of buildings - - | 102,961 17 | 85,769 654) 17,191 514 — 
Departmental charges and 

miscellaneous - - | 124,720 11 | 112,602 17 | 12,117 94 — 
New works and buildings - 108,667 54 | 118,645 76 — 9,978 22 
Alterations and additions 

to buildings - - 9,100 41 6,918 89 2,181 52 —_ 

New roads and additions to 

roads - - - 65,395 75 | 208,598 19 — 143,202 44 
New bridges - - 1,491 37 51,658 22 _ 50,166 85 
Inland navigation - - —_— — co 
Irrigation works - - 45,656 51 88,156 96 — 42,500 45 

Total - - |2,284,969 43 |2,568,461 87 | 31,490 9734) 814,982 914 

oe a ea ee cota ee SESE owe (EE REE Th | ae ae 

(2.) 
a | 1882. | 1881. Increase. Decrease. 

en ee ee ee ee: eee Le eee ene 

Rs. ets. Rs. cts. Rs. cts. Rs. ets 

Supply Bill, 1882 - - {1,800,705 09 |1,960,973 79 — 160,268 70 
Supplementary Rupe y ess 

1882 ss; 20,227 44 24,587 48 _ 4,359 99 
Amounts in deposit - 42,400 54 _ 42,400 54 = 
Unexpended balances of 

previous years - - 23,107 27 54,951 94 — 31,844 67 
Road Ordinance funds - | 251,801 96 | 234,246 49 | 17,055 47 — 
Private contribution - 75,913 94 84,738 08 — 8,824 09 
Loan board funds - - 35,362 90 60,611 21 —_ 25,248 $1 
From other departments - 17,934 81 58,808 09 _ 40,873 28 
From vote for Colombo 

waterworks - - 18,015 48 86,425 74 — 68,410 26 
Surplus funds - - — 3,118 65 — 3,118 65 

Total - ~ |2,284,969 43 |2,568,461 37 | 59,456 01 | 342,947 95 | 
a. ene Lee ees tak See Leeann See ee SNS ek |S) Teen a 
(3.) 
a | 1882. | 1881. | Increase. Decrease. 


Rs. cts. Rs. cts.| Rs. cts. Rs. cts. 


Western Province - - | 721,834 05 | 800,176 38 = 78,842 33 
North-western Province - | 180,698 85 | 169,452 913} 11,245 933 —— 
Southern Province - | 227,683 25 | 216,296 53 | 11,886 72 — 
Eastern Province - - | 124,531 68 | 157,074 98 — 32,548 35 
Northern Province - | 188,767 96 | 223,148 27 -- 84,380 31 
North Central Province - | 103,417 78 | 110,149 492 — 6,731 713 
Central Province - - | 788,535 91 | 892,162 80 — 103, 3626 89 
Total - ~ |2,284,969 43 |2,568,461 37 | 22,632 653 306,124 593 


Oe 
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Cryton. (4.) 
CL LCC LLL LLL LLG LL LLL LLL LLL LLL LLL LLL LALLY 
Western Fi Southern | Eastern | Northern Fekcbead Central Total. | 


Heads of Service. | province. Province. Province. | Province. | Province. | province. Province. | 
EEC 
Works and Build - Rs. cts.) Rs. cts.| ‘Rs. cts.| Rs. cts.| Rs. cts Rs. cts.) |Rs. cts.) Rs. cts. 


ings. Pd 
New works and yoo 0| 3,900 0 4,600 00 
buildings - 58,933 68 | 25,776 94 | 10,811 06 | - - -|- - -|- - - 3,545 86 99,067 54 
Alterations and ad- | 
ditions to build- 1,870 O 200 O 2,393 80 200 O 4,168 80 
ings - sae 3,910 87/- - = 995 74]/- = si- Reet ie\ rar | Sr 30 0 4,936 61 
Repairs to build- 4,689 O5 1,287 91 | 3,497 38 674 56 | 1,486 os 8,584 93 
ings - - -| 40,179 34 | 5,060 87 7,411 86 7,025 35 6,420 64 5,903 67 | 22,3874 51 94,376 24 
Roads, Streets, ; 
Bridges,andCanals. 8,491 68 8,491 62 
Newroads - — - 6,860 4 - - -l- - =f - -|- - | 45,172 45 52,082 49 
Additions and im- 
provements to 
roads - - -|- Crh areal -| 399977 |- - = 872 58 |- = = 4,891 64 


72,998 64 85,289 82 32,738 86| 9,353 60 | 29,028 54| 9,079 69 | 98,854 42 | 1287,382 5 
Up-keep of roads -| 294,195 89 | 63,148 75 | 113,455 02 | 59,179 15 | 70,656 84 | 33,223 48 502,875 78 |1,136,734 91 


New bridges- -|- = = ap re a, epee Neen i) PE AOD ST aes oli: oi ee 491 37 
Repair of bridges - 15,575 42 4,980 74 8,572 10 2,758 63 8,455 24 1,330 02 | 10,615 90 47,288 05 

oe 6,825 16 | 1,346 24 999 97 9,171 34 
Inland navigation - 8,527 45 9,937 95 | - - «fs - 1,987 84 | - - elf- - -] 20,403 24 
Irrigation Works. 
New works - - 3,245 19 3,707 07 | 10,178 45 815 63 | - - -| 19,341 15 |! £8,869 65 45,656 51 
Up-keep works - 940 53 2,850 08 | 12,728 18 | 13,657 14 295 03 6,196 98 1,858 12 38,521 06 

Departmental 
Charges. 

Ferry boats _ : 2,542 06|- - = 7 70 614. SE. |r) a7 Be) ass | 8,364 07 
General service - 9,518 98 | - - -|- ed ee eee - «|e - -| 1,099 36} 10,618 34 
Miscellaneous - 53,648 22 | 10,326 43 6,361 94 5,168 24 5,395 16 3,964 80 | 25,872 91} 110,737 70 


ee — 


81,187 80 | 38,975 08 \ 38,121 77 | 16,850 09 | 30,028 57 | 13,020 58 | 109,032 07 | 327,215 90 
498,077 67 | 125,738 83 | 170,517 05 | 88,917 82 89,652 12 | 69,960 10 |.622,314 54 |1,665,178 13 


—* — ~ 


Establishment -| Se) ela ose ae ae = aif - -|- = -l- - = | 292,575 40 
827,215 90 
Teel ise, eo aye ee whe ow ee us | ee ley a eee a 1,951,788 53 


The figures in Italic denote expenditure under the Road Ordinance Funds and Private Contribution. 


The furniture of the Queen’s Houses is reported to have been 
suitably maintained, but the structures are stated by the Director 
of Public Works to be in need of considerable repairs. 


Breakwater. 


14. The breakwater was lengthened during the year by 895 
feet, ata cost, including that of dredging a portion of the harbour, 
of Rs. 951,616, bringing the total length to 3,713 feet and the total 
cost to Rs. 6,801,210 24 at the end of the year. 


Survey Department. 


15. The total amount realised by the sale and settlement of 
Crown lands, including survey fees, is reported by the Surveyor- 
General to have been Rs. 351,976, or Rs. 82,687 less than the 
corresponding total in 1881. The decrease is shared by all the 
Provinces, except the Northern and North-western, and the 
largest falling off is shown in the Central Province. The gross 
expenditure of the Department from its own votes was Rs, 373,087 
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or Rs. 21,111 in excess of the earnings, and it may be noted that C#¥LON. 
this is the first year since 1853 during which the expenditure has = 
exceeded the revenue. From the gross expenditure should be 
deducted for the purpose of ascertaining the cost of the surveys 

for sale and settlement of Crown lands a sum of Rs. 55,391 34 
expended on coast and harbour surveys and other miscellaneous 
services, which leaves Rs. 317,695 60 as the cost of the depart- 

ment in regard to the Revenue of Rs. 351,976. In the following 

tables will be found the details of the lots alienated in the several 
provinces, and an abstract of the lands disposed of to Europeans 

and natives respectively, and a return of all lands disposed of in 

each province during the year. 


we 


(1.) 


Axstract showing the Number of Lors, AcrEAGE, Pourcuase Amount, and F&xs of 
Lanps sold or otherwise alienated trom the Crown in the respective Provinces 
during the year 1882. 


Lots sold on Certificates, 
Land sold and granted at Half Value. Free Grants, &c. Total 
Receipts 
Provinces. i = Or 
verage oO. each 
of | Extent. Ae ey Rate per| Fees. of Extent. Fees. | Province. 
Lots ¥ Acre. Lots.} — 
A. BR. P Rs. cts.| Rs.cts.| Rs. cts. A. RB. P. | Rs. cts.} Rs. cts. 
Central - -| 897 2,262 2 22 38,063 0 16 82 5,204 0 | 104 275 3 11 821 90 44,088 90 
Western - | 2,089 | 11,184 3 20 169,833 85 15 18 | 26,411 90 | 1,249 2,580 1 29 8,019 0 | *204,264 75 
Eastern - -| 187 1,189 1 11 19,965 0 16 79 3,124 70 ali 19 0 12 30 (0 23,119 70 
Southern -| 800 1,187 2 20 15,209 25 13 37 8,095 60 45 74.3 23 203 50 18,508 35 
Noi thern -| 489 1,282 2 38 19,228 66 14 99 8,871 90 | — -- — 23,100 56 
North-western| 215 1,988 1 7 27,863 50 13 79 4,599 0| 107 230 1 6 708 0 32,670 50 
North Central 57 224 2 10 3,383 50 15 04 684 0] — _ —_ 4,017 50 
Fees for trac- 
ings, &C; =| — t= — — = _ - _— 2,205 67 


Total - 13,684 | 19,2650 8 | 293,046 76 15 21 | 46,941 10 |1,516 | 3,180 2 1 | 9,782 40 | 351,975 98 


(2.) 


Assrract of Lanps sold and granted and otherwise disposed of to 
Europeans and Natives in 1882. 


Europeans. Natives. 
Provinces. tae t A 
moun . mount 

Lots. Extent. and Hosa: Lots. Extent. and Fees. 
A Ri P Rs. cts A. RP. Rs. cts. 
Central - - -| 64 1,579 1 22 30,980 96 | 436 959 0 11 13,107 94 
Western - - - 48 2,883 0 31 40,291 90 | 3,290 10,882 0 18 *163,972 85 
Kastern - * - - 1 25 0 18 322 60 1,183 1 5 22,797 10 
Southern - - é 1 502 0 612 60 | 344] 1,1620 3 17,895 75 
Northern - - _ — = 489 1,282 2 38 23,.00 56 
North-western - ~ - 27 2320 1 8,263 10 | 295 1,981 2 12 29,407 40 
North Central - -|—- _ = 57 224 2 10 4,017 50 
Total -| 142 4,770 0 32 . 75,471 16 | 5,058 | 17,675 1 17 274,299 10 


* Including Chenas. 
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Central - 
Western - 
Eastern - 
Southern - 
Northern - 
North-western 
North Central 


Fees for tracings, 


&e. = 


Total 


Lots. 


253 
1,833 
106 
203 
489 
178 
57 


Ex- 
tent. 


Acres. 


1,920 
10,787 
931 
919 
1,283 
1,907 
225 


(3.) 


Return of Lanps sold or otherwise disposed of during the Year 1882, 


Crown Lands sold. 


Rs. Rs. 
88,511 | 4,179 
168,401 |25,071 
15,774 | 2,486 
10,951 | 2,443 
19,229 | 8,872 
26,338 | 4,867 
3,383 | 634 


Eucroachments sold or 


given at a Valuation. 


Amount.| Fees. |Lots. 


Hee Amount.| Fees. |Lots. 


— | | | EO | | | |S | | |) | | 


© | 38,119 | 17,972 | 272,587 |43,002| 155 | 577 


Granted at Half Value, 


10,106 | 1,624 | 410 


Ex- 


tent. 


Amount.| Fees. | Lots. 


10,853 


Old Grants or 
Old Grants made 
in terms of 
Minute of 
8th Aug. 1844. 


—_——— | | 
—— ee 


ae Fees.| Lots. 


Acrs.| Rs. 


He bl te or 
ettiements Total Results of Sales, &c. of each 
pier Province during 1882. 
Crown. 
= 4 Amount 
had Fees. | Lots. Poied Amount.| Fees. | includ- 
ing Fees. 
Acres.| Rs, Acres.) Rs. Rs. Rs. 
104) 276) 822 501 | 2,588 38,063 | 6,026 44,089 
1,249 | 2,580 | 8,019 | 3,388 | 18,765] 169,834 | $4,481 | 204,265 
11 19 80 | 148 | 1,209 19,965 | 3,154 23,119 
45 75 204 | 3845 | 1,218 15,209 | 3,299 18,508 
— ae — 489 | 1,288 19,229 | 3,872 23,101 
107 | 230} 708 | 822 | 2,214 27,363 | 5,507 $2,670 
mah —_ 57 | 225 3,383 634 4,017 
ee ree | ae — | 2,206] 2,206 
9,783 | 5,200 | 22,447) 293,046 | 58,929 | 351,975 


1,516 | 8,180 


‘NOILAQ 


é1 
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Railway. 


16. The length of line open for public traffic was the same as in 
1881, viz., 136? miles, exclusive of the line for the carriage of 
materials for the breakwater works. The total earnings of the 
year are returned by the traffic manager at Rs, 2,632,628, or 
Rs. 250,078 less than the earnings of 1881, and the working 
expenses at Rs. 1,361,115 as against Rs. 1,357,893 for the 
preceding year. The main line from Colombo to Kandy shows a 
profit on receipts over working expenses of 6-4 on the capital 
cost, the branch line from Peradeniya to Nawalapitiya a profit 
of 2°8 per cent., the branch line from Kandy to Matale a loss of 


Rs. 7,002, and the coast line from Colombo to Kalutara a profit 
of 2°6 per cent. 


Legislation. 


The following Ordinances were passed during the year :— 

No, 1.—An Ordinance to declare the consent of the Legislature 
to the erection of a lighthouse on Minicoy island, and to the levy 
of dues thereof, and to fix the dues payable in respect of the 
Minicoy, and Great and Little Basses lights. 

No. 2.—An Ordinance to substitute the currency of rupees and 
cents in certain Ordinances where sums of money are mentioned 
in terms of British currency. 

This Ordinance was rendered necessary to repair an omission 
brought to light by a decision of the Supreme Court. 

No. 3.—An Ordinance to amend “the Lunacy Ordinance, 
1873.” 

This Ordinance provides for an appeal to the Supreme Court by 
certain persons against any order made by a District Court under 
the provisions of the Lunacy Ordinance, 1873, 

No. 4. An Ordinance relating to the emigration of native 
labourers from this island under contract of service, 

This Ordinance forbids the emigration of natives of the island 
under contract of service to be performed in any British or Foreign 
Colony without the limits of the island unless emigration to such 
Colony shall have been previously declared by the Governor with 
the advice of the Executive Council to be lawful, and the Govern- 
ment is thereby empowered to prevent emigration under contract 
of service to any place where due provision has not been made 
for the protection of the emigrants. 

No. 5.—An Ordinance to grant facilities for depositing small 
savings at interest. 

This Ordinance provides for the establishme 
in connexion with post offices. 

No. 6.—An Ordinance to remove doubts as 
of local boards under the Local Board of Health 
Ordinance, 1876. 

No. 7.—An Ordinance to prevent unlicensed gemming yr: 
Crown lands. Sa 


nt of Savings banks 


to certain powers 
and Improvement 
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No. 8.—An Ordinance further to amend “the Village Com- 
** munities Ordinance, 1871.” . 

This Ordinance gives to village councils certain further powers 
which the working of the previous Village Communities Or- 
dinances had shown to be necessary. 

No. 9.—An Ordinance to amend “ the Medical Wants Ordinance, 
1880,” and to repeal “ the Medical Wants Ordinance, 1886, Amend- 
ment Ordinance, 1881.” : 

This Ordinance provides for the creation by an export duty on 
estate produce of a fund to defray the cost of the medical care of 
estate labourers, and empowers the Governor to appoint super- 
intending medical officers and medical assistants and to convert 
existing district hospitals into dispensaries. 

No. 10.—An Ordinance for making provision for the contingent 
services for the year 1883. 

No. 11.—An Ordinance to facilitate the recovery of possession 
of tenements after due determination of the tenancy. 

This Ordinance was introduced on the representation of an 
unofficial member of the undue difficulty experienced by landlords 
under the existing law in regaining possession of their tenements, 
and the operation of the Ordinance is confined to towns. 

No. 12.—An Ordinance for making final provision for the 
supplementary contingent charges for the year 1881. | 

No. 13.—An Ordinance for continuing the Ordinance No. 7 
of 1881, intituled “ An Ordinance to make temporary provision for 
“ securing the status of French mail-steamers within the ports of 
** this Colony.” 

No. 14.—An Ordinance to establish further folls and to dis- 
continue certain tolls. 

No. 15. —An Ordinance for making provision for the supple- 
mentary contingent charges for the year 1882. 

No. 16.—-An Ordinance to authorise and regulate the use of 
telephones in this Island. 

Public Health. 


18. The principal civil medical officer reports that the public 
health was generally satisfactory in spite of the presence of small- 
pox in several parts of the island, and the number of deaths is 
returned by the Registrar-General as 54,683 as against 75,012 in 
1881. The expenditure on Government hospitals during the year 
was Rs. 246,880 55, or Rs. 4,864 31 less than the corresponding 
expenditure for 1881. The cost of the establishment, salaries, 
fixed and provisional, was Rs. 198,461 48, or Rs. 14,010 less than 
that of 1881, and the total expenditure of the department under 
all heads was Rs. 511,074 21, showing a decrease of Rs. 20,035 89 
on the total expenditure for 1881, viz., Rs. 530,402 38. ‘The 
statistics of the year, as shown in the return of the Government 
hospitals, are summarised in the table which is subjoined -— 
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Summary of GENERAL ANNUAL RerTuRN relating to twenty-four Civil 
Hospitals, the De Soyz, a Lying-in Hospital, the Lunatic and the | 
Leper Asylums, the Lock Hospital at Galle, and the Police Hospital | 
at Maradana for the Year 1882. 
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Summary of Generat Annvat Return relating to twenty-four Civil Hospitals, the 
‘ Galle, and the Police Hospital at 


Total - - 
eee 


| II. Local Diseases. 5 ei 
<j gd}. g ect 2 ais 
a |¢ lglalglel aisle }o/8la} |elé 
: a | 8 BlelelalelsiBi3 | s/ B18 a | 
See Zale plfigielelelelt |£i27\e14) 4/3 
a | § |# PlelO/B/2\a@l2l—5 |/al)als]s| ele 
q@/4a 12 Z(S/2/ 8/2) elle a/S/E| 2) 818 
Eg lElelslelegigl el slalelegi2ldiciclel 
& | 2 |Z laidle(a/s/6/Slalje(si6*|/8/s/8/e [Fie 
we | © aAlaldlei[slsfrj}adlalsl| alia 3 | ai 
jal ri re rm rei 
Western Province. | | 
Remained 31st December 1881 1e| 187 200 |/2/-|-|38]-]-| 6] 42/18} 9] 8] 4 | SL] 42) 1 80 | - 
Since admitted - . - | 654 11,625 |222 185 | 9 | 9 |87 | 4 | — [244 [952 468 {161 | 46 |149 /1,017|258 | 4 |720| 3 
Total : - | 670 |1,712 482 [87 | 9 | 9 |40 | 4 | - [250 |994 |486 1170 | 49 |158 /1,008/264 | 5 |750 | 3 
Discharged - - - | 636 | 1,406 |166 |86 | 9 | 8 |29 | 4 | — |28 |690 466 |153 | 45 |138 |1,084)184 | 4 |689 | 2 
Died “ ° - 294/ 120} 89/1}-|-|7]-]|-| 28 |280] 5] 9] - 11 | 24] 63] 1) 40] - 
Remaining 81st December 1882 | 10] 186 onz|-|-l|1}4|-|]-| 9/24/15] 8} 4] 4) 40/17) -| 21) 1 
North-western Province. “ 
Remained 31st December 1881 |_ 17 44:8) Lal el = P= el ee ey nS eee 8 oes 
Since admitted - - -| 330! 423 | 22/2}/1/3]6]14 -| 72 |258 | 70 | 19 26 | 56 |741 |154] 38 1188) 5 
Total : . .| 397] 437/23|2/1]38|6]1]-| 73 273 | 74 | 20 | 27 | 56 [808 [160 , 3 [144 | 5 
Discharged - - -| 377] 378 /17/211] 2] 2]1] - | 50 /204 | 69 | 18 | 26 | 52 |761 185 | 2 {129} 4 
Died F = a wt a] 4)—<b- | ale at (bee ae Ty Py De] ep ae 
Remaining 31st December 1882 9 9 |-ab=1=|-lal-} =) 6). 3461 1) -h 818 6| -| 6]- 
Southern Province. 
Remained 31st December 1881 8 of | =< fae | aha) Spahoe FO Spe a ee) mi 20] - 
Since admitted - : _| 934! sea} 26s |3}4| 7] 2] -| 65 |146 [199 | 61 | 81 | 67 j502 | 22) 4 882 | - 
Total - - _| 242! 547 | 26 ba! 3} 4] 91] -| 67 [156 [207 | 61 | 88 | 69 [547 | 22) 4 /402 | - 
Discharged - : 932 | 499 | 21 14} 21 4| 7 | 1| -| 60 [217 [195 | 58 | 29 | 65 [512 | 21 | 3 [884 | - 
Died ; Pe Ge ako = bea = Lae ee Ee SS ee ee 
Remaining 31st December 1882 cat Sa Foe ee ei Bet ml ea ee a 9|- 
Northern Province. 
Remained 31st December 1881 3 6 oes Nem peme| oe pie Pe, Lt Le elie b= ah Davies Ray: Sts Sap 
Since admitted - - - 98 | 137| 3|/6/2/2}-|-|-]| 20| 71 | 21] 5 50 | 20 [688 | 17} -—| 68) 1 
Total ’ Z -| ror} 144! 3/6|2]}2)-|-]-| 22 | 76 | 22] 5 | SL | 20 joss | 18 | - | 63) 1 
Discharged = - - _| 92} 132/ s|6|2]2]-|-|-| 18| 65| 2] 5 | 46 | 18 jal | 18) - | 60) 1 
Died = - - 2 Se tetetepe pata) Bes eh See ea = 2 
Remaining 31st December 1882 7 5 C1 ec en yf frees | as aaa ets salt tS 743 GF |).= || eas 
Eastern Province. 
Remained 31st December 1881 7 el Sc Sea ae | ed se 4 | Bak =P Qed 
Since admitted - - - 89 92} 8|5|-|-|-]-|-|12| 72] 12] -| 2] 9 105 17 | -| 63) - 
Total - - -| 9¢6| 103| 8|5}/-|-|-|-|-| 12] 72/18] 1] 2] 9 110) 22) -| 65) 1 
Discharged = -- : gt wee a | -| - p=] ope et | a8) eo ea | = | eo 
Died . - es ee he a se ee ee ge ae se a ae 
Remaining 31st December 1882 2 fh | (ie a mea Pt Dac) eh | aT 14 seh ae) seat 
Central Province. 
Remained 81st December 1881} 23] 48 tle bapot~ || pe Ler) a 8 | 8] 18). = ee 
Sinee admitted - . - | 986 |1,109 | 58 24] -| 1] 5 | 2| - |L72 (771 |220 | 66 | 10 78 539 |406 | 1 [484 |20 
Total “ : - | 1,009 | 1,157 | 59 j24}-|1]5] 2] - [177 (798 219 | 67 | 10 | 80 [582 |425 | 1 [450 |21 
Discharged a « .| 976 | 981 | 41 24] -|-| 3] 2] - [150 491 207 | 62 | 9 | 77 |534 |822 | 1 414 {19 
Died ; : “| oof s95 (as fat -4-1 vp —| —| 8 eee] 3] 8] 2) ape Prey) 1818 
Remaining 31st December 1882 13 BL B= | - | Tar | 23} 9] 2) -|] 2) 44) 25] - 


Total number treated in the 24 Government Civil Hospitals, amounted 
Total number 


Total number of deaths, 1,554 or 
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De Soyz, a Lying-in Hospital, the Lunatic and the Leper Asylums, the Lock Hospital at 
Maradana for the Year 1882. 


| Balance 

oO oe 
g | Con- Amount se a 
a tingencies ; recovered | 07 7and @ 
a |a : Salaries of r the end of 
AIS ; ‘ mot included ; for main- 

ie For Diet. Servants. | Equipment. Medical Total. the year 
2 2 under the Officers tenance of + 
5 | foregoing 2 q patients in ai ji - ‘ck 
mo dle heads. Hospital. | “ens sie 
Hl4s 3 merchant 
> i & seamen. 


673 Rs. cts. Rs. cts. Rs. cts, Rs. cts. Rs. cts. Rs. cts. Rs. cts. Rs. cts. 


op. 2B ! 


71,854 822 | 24,952 73 | 11,215 58 7,727 65 28,450 0 | 144,200 78 1,720 95 622 84 


t 

I 
& 
= 
~~ 


14,873 26 4,118 64 998 12 1,081 89 8,400 0 29,471 91 528 42 = 


! 
i 
= 
wT 
o 


! 
I 
_ 
& 
— U——_+--_--—-——_ 


{ 

I 
= 
ao 
a 

_ 


' 
1 
ws 
= 
e 


18,781 65 6,377 92 1,793 68 2,007 88 9,800 0 83,711 13 698 205 _ 


{ 
1 
ro 
to 
& 


1 
! 
on 
nw 
@ 


8,007 85 1,751 0 494 18 292 03 8,500 0 14,045 06 76 16 = 


' 
! 
bo 
a 


-|-| a 
-| - |1,049 
-| - {1,120 & 
ee 7,676 64 2,213 84 176 84 680 08 3,900 0 | 14,596 90 19 75 — 


I 
8 


28,632 46 10,340 49 2,786 03 3,610 25 12,500 0 57,869 23 1,820 443 = 


| ee ———_— --—- 


—- |—“—-__—“— |——__. | -——_—___. -_ ___— 


Total - 139,776 682 | 49,754 12 17,464 43 15,349 78 71,550 0 | 293,895 13 4,863 923 = 


to 18,488, the deaths to 1,553, the death rate being 8°40. 
treated, 18,856. 


8°24 per cent of casess treated. 
R 7879. 
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Education. 


19. The total number of Government and grant-in-aid schools 
on the 3lst December 1882 was 1,253, with a nominal attendance 
of 89,439 scholars, showing an increase of 23 Government schools 
and of 2,971 scholars during the previous 12 months, and an 
apparent decrease of 7 in the number of grant-in-aid schools and 
an increase of 1,711 scholars. ‘The decrease, however, in the 
number of grant-in-aid schools is more apparent than real, as will 
be seen from the fact that 25 girls’ schools have been, in name, 
united with boys’ schools, and the two, though taught in separate 
buildings by teachers altogether independent of each other, have 
only one register of attendance and are regarded as one mixed 
school, receiving one grant. Of the above 1,253 schools, 421 were 
Government schools with 26,597 scholars, and 832 grant-in-aid 
schools with an attendance of 62,842 scholars, The total expen- 
diture for the year was Rs. 487,988 90, or Rs. 5,092 43 more 
than the expenditure for 1881. The proportion of scholars in 
daily attendance to the total number on the list, which is called 
above “nominal attendance,’ was in Government schools and 
grant-in-aid schools 65-1 and 64 respectively, as against 67-9 
and 63°4 in 1881. In the following tables are shown (1) the 
number of boys and girls under instruction, and the per-centage of 
daily attendance ; (2) the classification of the schools with reference 
to locality, standard of instruction, and proportion of population 
under instruction ; (3) the nationality and religion of the scholars; 
(4) the number of scholars examined in the several standards ; and 
(5) the amounts of grant-in-aid earned by the several missions 
throughout the island :— 


(1.) 


Total 


Number | Number Number Number of} Average Per- 


SAS Schools. | Boys. Girls. ate Ce 
GOVERNMENT. 
English - - 27 1,699 439 2,138 1,757 82 
Anglo-vernacular - 24 2,312 143 2,455 1,600 65 
Vernacular - - 370 17,990 4,014 22,004 18,966 63 
GRANT-IN-AID, 
English - . 94 7,854 1,076 8,930 6,467 72 
Anglo-vernacular = - 54 8,444 627 4,071 2,817 69 
Vernacular - - 684 34,478 15,363 49,841 30,990 62 
Total - -| 1,253 | 67,777 | 21662 | s94s0 | o7s07 | — 


nn ne 
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(2.) 
| 
Western Southern Northern Eastern 
Province. Province. Province. Province. 
Class of Schools... _--——— | —-—$ —— |-_—_——_—_—_|—___—_--. 
mh baer i is oa Scenes 
° ° ° ka} ° 
° | 5} b=) ro) hs ro) mm 
a = a iy aq ay | a 
D Gi/ala | oe q | a | & 
English - - 45 | 4,834 20 | 1,859 29 | 2,515 ft 605 
Anglo-vernacular - 24 | 1,917 8 748 33 | 2,693 2 127 
Vernacular - - 483 | 35,154 | 111 | 6,899 235 | 15,964 OTD rosea 
Total - -| 552 |41,905 | 139 |9,506 | 297 |21,172 | 106 | 6,503 
Population - -| 897,329 433,520 302,500 127,555 
Proportion under in- é' 
struction according 1 in 21 1 in 45 lin 14 lin 19 


to census of 1881. 


es 


(continued.) 


North- | North 
= oe, western Central Total. 
Province. Province. 
Class of Schools. ras 
i) m A ka] A] ° 
c) a 2 2 ro s ro R 
oO — om mt — 
a= = Bm fu | [=* a ian 
i=) 
to oe ee ee Ny ee 
English wee | A engl = Po Baer S| ed tT pap 
Anglo-vernacular -| 11 {1,041 | — — _ — | ° 78 | 6,526 
Vernacular - -| 65 |8,703 | 52 |4,057] 11] 297 |1,054 | 71,845 
Total - - 89 | 5,652 59 | 4,404 il 297 | 1,253 | 89,439 
Population - -| 689,361 293,327 66,146 2,759,738 
Proportion under in- 
struction according 1 in 113 1 in 66 1 in 222 1 in 30 
to census of 1881. 
(3.) 
Nationality. | 1882. | 1881. | Increase. Decrease. 
2 
English - - - 116 | 84 32 —_ 
European descendants’ - 2,286 | 2,252 34 — 
Sinhalese - - - 56,487 51,806 4,681 — 
Malabar - : . 28,916 | 28,914 2 Ses 
Malays - - - 319 339 — 20 
Moors’ - es - 1,212 |: 1,319 _ 107 
Others - - - 103 43 60 4 


Total - ~ 89,439 84,757 4,809 127 
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I eS A oe 
Religion. | 1882. | 1881. | Increase. | Decrease. 
Buddhist - - - _ 37,583 33,405 4,178 — 
Hindu - - - 22,775 22,429 346 — 
Roman Catholic - - 20,594 20,342 252 — 
Church of England - 8,331 3,379 — 48 
Wesleyan - - 2,177 2,148 29 _ 
Presbyterian, Baptist, &c. - 1,388 1,348 45 — 
Mahommedans - - 1,552 1,688 — 136 
Others - - - 39 23 16 —_— 
Total - - 89,439 84,757 4,866 184 
(4.) 


ne ee UUEEE USUI anEnsnEEE RIESE REREEERRREEERERSREREY SERENE 


. No. of Children A : 
No. of Children : : No. of Children | No. of Children 
examined in examined in examined in examined in 


Government See Government | Grant-in-aid 
Standards. English nanniae Vernacular English} 
Schools. © Schools. Schools. Schools. : 


1881. | 1882. | 1881. | 1882. |} 1881. | 1882. | 1881. | 1882. 


Standard I. - - - 201 231 256 336 8,098 | 3,426 757 871 
Standard IT. - - 199 294 188 327 2,409 | 2,889 799 879 
Standard ITI. - - 216 273 205 273 1,550 | 1,763 1,029 851 
Standard IV. - - 196 254 149 175 812 945 910 956 
Standard V. - - - 114 142 118 102 850 414 642 735 
Standard VI. - - 81 77 75 101 94 152 450 514 
Standard VII. - - 36 16 28 28 8 27 26 251 
Standard VIII. - - 9 10 4 7 ~ o— 24 111 
—_—_— oe —_ | 
Total - -| 1,052] 1,297} 1,023 | 1,349 8,321 | 9,616 | 4,637 | 5,163 


ee Sennen On Se nee ee 
(continued). 


No. of Children No. of Children 
Grantin-aid Grant-in-aid ae 
ee ADRS ets. Behoola . 
1881. 1882. 1881. 1882. 1881. | 1882. 
StandardI.- - - 568 432 6,778 7,555 | 11,658 | 12,851 
Standard II. - - 498 453 5,442 5,519 9,535 10,361 
Standard III. - - 599 378 5,492 4,056 9,091 7,589 
Standard IV. ah 357 376 2,655 8,203 5,079 5,909 
Standard V.- - -|, 224 300 708 1,846 2,156 3,039 
Standard VI. - + 116 231 138 847 954 1,422 
Standard VII. - - 37 98 _ 42, 135 457 
Standard VII. - - 8 16 - 6 45 150 
Total - =] 2,407 2,274 | 21,218 | 22,074 | 38,653 | . 41,778 


ne EEaD Ean IIE EINE ISIN tne ea 
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(5.) 
. aT RS a ee aE TOE wey See 
 Anglo- 
English. ver- va Total. 
Management. nacular. ne Ai 


1882. 


1881. 


18821881. 1882] 1881 1882. | 1881. | 
a a a aaa mT a a a 


American - 


= -{|— 1 — _ _ 1 — 2 

Baptist - - -|— J- |- J— 1 3 1 3 
Buddhist - - -|—- |- J— J — 2 1 2 1 
Church of England (C.M.S.)|— |— | — | — 8 5 8 5 
Church of England, Diocesan{| 3 |— | — | — 1 1 4 1 
Private - - -|}— J— 1 1 2 _ 3 1 
Roman Catholic = - -}—- |— |- {| — 4 7 4 ‘ 
Wesleyan - - -{| 1 1j— |— 5 12 6 13 
Total - -| 4 2 1 1 23 30 28 33 


Judicial Statistics. 


20. The Queen’s Advocate reports that the criminal statistics of 
the year compare favourably with the returns of the nine preceding 
years, notwithstanding the fact that there is a slight increase in 
the number of charges instituted over those instituted in 1881, 
especially when account is taken of the increase of population. 
In the graver offences, however, there is no falling off from the 
increased numbers which have marked the last few years. No 
less than 66 persons were charged with murder during the year, 
of whom 24 were convicted and 42 acquitted as against 54 com- 
mitments and 27 convictions in 1881. 77 persons were committed 
for manslaughter, of whom 55 were convicted, against 96 commit- 
ments and 67 convictions in 1881; and under the heads of rape, 
abduction and rape, and abduction and abetting a rape, there were 
14 commitments and 11 convictions, giving a total of 90 convictions 
under the graver heads of offences against the person. 

21. Prefixed to the Blue Book will be found a table giving a 
statistical view of the progress of the Colony from the year 1821 to 
1882 inclusive, and an abstract of the principal statistical results 
for the years 1881 and 1882. 


The Right Hon. 
The Earl of Derby, 
&e. &ec, 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) Joun Dovweuas, 
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HONG KONG. 


ee 


No. 2. 


Governor Sir G. F. Bowen, G.C.M.G., to the Right Hon. the 
Earu oF Dersy. 


Government House, Hong Kong, 
My Lorp, July 18, 1883. 
' I wavs the honour to transmit herewith the “ Blue Book,” 
or Statistical Returns, of Hong Kong for the year 1882. 

2. As I assumed the government of this Dependency only on 
the.30th March ultimo, no part of the year 1882 fell within my 
administration. It would, consequently, be improper on my part 
to make any detailed remarks upon the accompanying statistics. 
But it may be useful that I should take this opportunity of for- 
warding, for publication in the annual parliamentary papers show- 
ing the general state of our colonies and dependencies, a short 
account of the present condition of this important outpost of the 
British Empire, which has been aptly called the “ Gibraltar of 
“ the far East.” 

3. The island of Hong Kong* was ceded by China to Great 
Britain by the Treaty of Nankin, in 1842; and the charter 
erecting it into a dependency of the British Crown bears date 
April 5, 1843. The late Lord Derby, who was then Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, wrote to the first Governor (Sir Henry 
Pottinger) on June 3, 1843, that “ Hong Kong is occupied, not 
* with a view to colonisation, but for diplomatic, commercial, 
** and military purposes.” So at a later period (July 29, 1856), 
another Colonial Ministert wrote: “The island of Hong Kong 
“is held by the British Crown, not because of any natural 
“ advantages which it possesses, but simply as subsidiary to the 
* intercourse between the British and Chinese Empires, In this 
“ point of view it is of great importance. Great commercial 
« interests, and the future progress of civilisation throughout the 
East, are, to a great extent, involved in the maintenance of 
British rule and of orderly government in Hong Kong.” 

4. Hong Kong, like Gibraltar, is not, strictly speaking, a 
colony. Neither of these dependencies corresponds to either the 
“ Colonia” of the Romans, which term, as Adam Smith has re- 
marked,} is simply the “ Plantation ” of former English statesmen 
and political writers, or to the Colony of the Greeks, which they 


6 


¢ 


* Hong Kong 1s a Chinese word, signifying “Fragrant Streams,” in reference to 
the beauty and purity of the streams flowing from its mountains, 
Mr. Labouchere, afterwards Lord Taunton. 
t Wealth of Nations, Book IV., chap. 7. 
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designated by a word (é@moxia) “which signifies a separation of 
** dwelling, a departure from home, a going out of the house.”* 
In fact, Hong Kong, like Gibraltar, corresponds to the fortified 
vutpost of the Greeks, which they denoted by a term (émrefyioua) 
signifying “a fort or stronghold placed so as to command an 
** enemy’s country.”+, and is now, as Burke said‘of Gibraltar, 
** a post of power, a post of superiority, of connexion, of com- 
“ merce; a post which makes us invaluable to our friends, and 
“ formidable to our enemies.” 

5. But Hong Kong corresponds also, even more than Gibraltar, 
to the emporium (éunép0v) or * mart of commerce ” of the Greeks. 


That this new dependency has already exceeded the most - 


sanguine expectations of the statesmen who advocated and carried 


out the annexation of Hong Kong to the British Empire, is 


amply proved by a single fact recorded in the official statistics 
which accompany this Despatch. It will be seen that the ton- 
nage of the shipping entered at the port of Hong Kong in the 
year 1882 amounted to nearly 5,000,000 tons, to exactly 4,976,233 
tons.{ This is larger than the tonnage of the shipping entered 
at the port of London in the year 1837, the year of the accession 
of the reigning sovereign ; that is, six years before the annexation 
of Hong Kong to the British Crown, and at a period when this 
Island was a desolate rock, uninhabited save by a few Chinese 
pirates and fishermen. 

6. It will be recollected that Burke, in one of his most famous 
speeches,§ pointed out that in 68 years, during the life of Lord 
Chancellor Bathurst, the trade of the American colonies so grew 
that it was equal in 1775 to what the trade of Great Britain had 
been in 1707. He said: “ Whatever England has been growing 
** to by a progressive increase of improvement, brought in by 
“* varieties of people, by succession of civilising conquests and 
“ civilising settlements in a series of 1,700 years, you shall see so 
** much added to her by America in the course of a single life !” 
So it may be said that during 40 years of the reign of our present 
gracious Sovereign, that is, between 1843 and 1883, the city of 
Victoria in Hong Kong, which was not in existence at the time 
of the Queen’s accession, has added to the British Empire a 
shipping trade greater than that which London, a mart of com- 
merce even under the Romans, possessed after a prosperous career 
of 18 centuries. 

7. Again, the publie revenue of Hong Kong amounted in 1882 
to $1,209,517, equivalent at the present rate of exchange to about 
two hundred and twenty thousand pounds (220,000/.) in English 
money; that is, the public revenue of this Island already far 
exceeds the entire public revenue of the ancient kingdom of 


* Adam Smith, Zoid. 

t+ Liddell and Scott’s Greek Lexicon. 

t Or, inclusive of local trade, 5,151,721 tons. 

§ On Conciliation with America, Delivered in the House of Commons, 
March 22, 1775. 
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Scotland (that is, 156,000/.) at the time of the union with England 
in the reign of Queen Anne. This revenue defrays the whole 
cost of the civil government, including the police, the public 
works, the management of the port and shipping, the light- 
houses, &c., and also furnishes an annual military contribution of 
twenty thousand pounds (20,000/.) to the Imperial Government. 

8. It is, moreover, to be noted that Hong Kong is one of the 
very few communities in the world which is absolutely without a 
public debt. On the contrary, Hong Kong possesses a balance 
fund, invested at interest, and amounting on the 31st December 
ultimo to $1,148,664, or 209,000/.; that is, nearly equal to one 
year’s revenue. ‘The surplus balance on the revenue of 1882 
amounted to $114,712, or above 20,0001. 

9. As Hong Kong isa free port it is impossible to obtain accurate 
statistics of the imports and exports, but the great value of the 
trade with which it is connected may be estimated from the 
amount of shipping which (as was stated above) annually enters 
and leaves the harbour. In fact, Hong Kong is the centre of 
Eastern commerce in many kinds of European, Asiatic, and 
American goods, and the transactions of the trade in silk and tea 
are mainly controlled by the mercantile firms of which the head- 
quarters are fixed in this great emporium. : 

10. Hong Kong is already well provided with the establish- 
ments required by its vast commerce. There are five docks, pro- 
vided with all the appliances necessary for the repairs of ships of 
war and merchant vessels. 

11. There is communication by steamer and telegraph with 
nearly all parts of the world. Telegrams of all important events 
occurring in Europe, Asia, and America, appear within a few 
hours in the daily newspapers of Hong Kong. 

12. The population of ‘the island, which is chiefly centred in 
the city of Victoria, amounted, according to the census taken in 
April 1881, to 160,402, of which number 7,990 were whites,* 
1,722 coloured, and the remainder Chinese. 

13. Full provision has been made for the public instruction of 
all races and classes of the population by means of schools, sup- 
ported in part directly by the Government, and in part on the 
*‘ srant-in-aid” system. There is a bishop of the Anglican, and 
also of the Roman Catholic Church; and clergymen of the 
principal Christian communions. 

14. The average range of the thermometer is from 43° to 89° 
in the city of Victoria; but it is much cooler on the range of hills 
above, where many of the principal inhabitants possess summer 
residences. On the whole it may be said that Victoria in Hong 
Kong has the summer of Alexandria, and the winter of Naples. 

15. The Island is separated from the mainland of China by an 
arm of the sea, varying from four miles to half a mile in width. 
The opposite peninsula of Kowloong was ceded by China to 


* The resident whites were only about 3,000, the remainder consisting of the 


naval and military forces, and the crews of merchant ships in the harbour. 
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Great Britain and annexed to Hong Kong in 1861. The Island 
is 11 miles long, and from two to four miles wide, and consists 
chiefly of a mountainous ridge, with peaks rising abruptly to 
nearly 2,000 feet above the sea. The harbour is at once one of 
the finest and one of the most beautiful in the world, possessing a 
sheltered area of 10 square miles, while many features of the 
surrounding scenery recall the Gulf of Spezzia. The city of 
Victoria extends for more than four miles along the south shore 
of the harbour, and contains about 7,000 houses of stone and 
brick, many of them spacious and handsome. The chief streets 
are shaded with trees. There is a well-arranged botanic garden. 

16. Finally, the form of government at Hong Kong resembles 
that of the principal Crown Colonies. The Governor is assisted 
by an Executive Council, and he also presides over a Legislative 
Council, composed partly of official and partly of unofficial 
members, all nominated by the Crown. 

17. I shall devote all my efforts, aided by the experience which 
Ihave gained during my long service of 24 years asa Colonial 
Governor, to the promotion of the welfare and progress of the 
important and interesting dependency of the British Crown, of 
the present condition of which I have given the above general 
sketch, to be filled up in detail in future reports. 


I have, &e. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) G. F. Bowen. 
The Earl of Derby, 
&e. &e. 
LABUAN. 

No. 3. 

Administrator P. Lys to the Right Hon, the Earn or 
DERBY. 


Government House, Labuan, 
My Lorn, June 13, 1883. 
I Ave the honour to submit the Blue Book Returns for 


the year 1882. 


Finanee. 


1. Revenue-—The total revenue received during the year 


amounted to $23,363 40 as against the sum of $22,948 47 
received during the previous year, thus showing a small increase 
of $414 93.- This small increase is due, not to any increase in 
the ordinary revenue but to the sum of $454 85 having been 
received during 1882 as profit on the sale of the Straits Settle- 


ments copper coinage. 
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2. Expenditure-—The total expenditure during the past year 
amounted to $21,643 72 as against $32,245 24 expended in 
1881, thus showing a reduction of $10,601 52, or nearly one 
third. The buik of this reduction was effected under the head 
of salaries, namely, $7,061 69, but a saving was also effected to 
a greater or less extent under all the other heads of expenditure, 
with the exception of pensions, which was increased by $300 85, 
and education, which remained the same as in previous years. 

The following table shows the expenditure of 1882 under each 


head as compared with that of 1881 :— 
ETRE We as ees ie ie 7 ik EERE en ee nor Sa ae ee 


ne 1881. 1882. 

ae dD ieee ae anes (oe EE ee ee 
8 ets. ees 
Salaries fixed - - - - 21,009 35 18,947 66 
Salaries provisional and temporary - 240 00 180 00 
Pensions - - - - 2,589 39 2,890 24 
Administration of justice - - 93 95 69 59 
Education - - - - 100 00 100 00 
Hospitals - - - - 432 24 326 72 
Police - = - - - 326 64 210 95 
Gaols - - - - - 1,152 7 778 16 
Transport - os - - 505 04 55 00 
Works and buildings - - - 2,801 05 1,704 15 
Roads, streets, and bridges - - 199 70 194 37 
Marine department ~ - - 164 38 73 (07 
Miscellaneous services - - 378 36 347 72 
Special payments - - - 2,252 40 766 09 
Total - - - 32,245 24 21,643 72 


cr ee Be ee ee 

A considerable reduction took place during 1882, both in 
the police force and in the number of convicts confined in goal, 
the periods of service for which a number of the police joined 
having expired during the year, and the decrease in the number 
of convicts by the expiration of sentences not being met by the 
importation of convicts from the Straits Settlements asformerly. 

3. Assets and liabilities—The assets of the Colony on the 31st 
December 1882 (consisting chiefly of cash in the treasurers and 
agents’ hands, $10,444 31, and of arrears of revenue $1,615 99) 
amounted to $13,768 47, and the liabilities (consisting principally 
of deposits, $4,055 62) to $5,239 89, thus leaving a balance to 
the credit of the Colony of $8,528 58. 


Works and Buildings. 


4. The only new work engaged in during the year was a bar- 
rack in Victoria for the police. It was begun in February 1881, 
but comparatively little was done to it during that year beyond 
purchasing materials and building the brick foundation. This 
barrack is a substantial building made of dressed timber sup- 
ported by brick pillars. It measures 128 feet by 30 feet, and 
accommodates the Sikh division of the police, about 20 in number. 
The sum of $871 55 was expended on this barrack during the 
year, and the total cost of its erection, exclusive of convict 


labour, was $2,094 31. 
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Legislation. 


5. Four Ordinances were passed by the Legislative Council 
during 1882, namely :— 

J.—An Ordinance to make final provision for the publie service 
of the year 1881. 

II.—An Ordinance to provide for the safe storage of explosive 
substances and of combustible substances within the Settlement 
of Labuan. 

IIT.—An Ordinance to make provision for the public service of 
the Colony of Labuan during the year 1883. 

IV.—An Ordinance to provide for the better lighting, cleaning, 
repair, and general sanitation of the town of Victoria. 


Establishments. 


6. Mr. Jansz, who was appointed Colonial Surgeon on the 17th 
of December 1881, arrived in the Island on the 13th January 
following, and left for an appointment under the Government of 
the Straits Settlements on the 30th March 1882. Mr. A. Leys 
arrived in the Colony on the 9th July and immediately entered 
on the duties of his post of private Secretary to the Adminis- 
trator. 


Pensions. 


7. Mr. W. J. Roach, formerly surveyor and superintendent of 
convicts (1875 to 1878), was granted a pension from the 22nd 
September 1881, the annual share of which, payable by Labuan, 
was calculated in 1882 to be 58/. 6s. 8d. Tyre, the firat boatman, 
on retiring from old age on Ist January, was awarded a pension 
at the rate of 111. 5s. Od. per annum. 


Imports and Exports. 


8. The returns for the past year show a decided falling off in 
the import and export trade of the Island, the value of the im- 
ports having been in 1882 $611,105 as against $874,142 in 1881, 
and that of the exports $640,246 as against $935,541. Indeed, 
a detailed comparison of the returns for 1882 with those for the 
preceding year will show a decrease in the quantities of nearly 
every article imported and exported. This decrease has been 
due to three causes. The first, and doubtless the greatest of 
the three, was an epidemic of cholera which visited Labuan 
and the north-west coast of Borneo during 1882. It put a 
stop, in a great measure for three or four months, not only to 
the collection of sea and jungle produce and of sago, but also 
to intercourse between many of the rivers on the coast, and 
to intercourse between them and Labuan. The second cause of 
decrease was, that of the two small coasting steamers plying 
between Labuan on the one hand, and Sulu and the coast on the 
other, one was withdrawn from the trade, and the other was, 
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under contract with the British North Borneo Company, induced 
to tranship her cargo at one of the stations on the coast instead 
of at Labuan. The third cause was the greatly increased direct 
steam communication between Sulu and North Borneo and Singa- 
pore, thus diverting the trade of Sulu and North Borneo past 
Labuan, and inducing traders to settle in Sulu and the ports in 
North Borneo which have lately been’ opened, and ship their 
goods direct to Singapore. 

The first cause has happily long since passed away, and the 
only coasting steamer has found it most convenient to tranship at 
Labuan what little cargo the through steamers leave her, but that 
Labuan should retain her Sulu and North Borneo trade could 
not under the circumstances be expected. 

During the year, however, a certain amount of trade in jungle 
produce sprung up between Labuan and the Island of Palawan, 
the dammar (a valuable resin) and canes found in Palawan being 
of excellent quality and in great abundance. 


Shipping. 


9. The relative numbers and tonnages of steam and sailing 
vessels entered and cleared during the last six years, and the 
number of native boats cleared during each of these years, with 
the number of their crews, have been as follows :— 


ENTERED. NATIVE VESSELS. CLEARED. 
Year. | Sailing Vessels. | Steam Vessels. Cleared. Sailing Vessels.| Steam Vessels.. 

No. | Tons. No. Tons, No. | Crews. | No. | Tons. No. Tons. 
1877 - 7 1,346 26 7,885 1,196 7,204 8 1,719 24 7,511 
1878 - 3 1,737 81 8,948 1,045 6,054 2 982 32 9,506 
1879 -|.6 2271 | 32 8,516 938 | 5,493 | 7 | 2,726 | 38 8,629 
1880 4 1,234 46 10,108 688 8,799 3 962 45 9,995 
1881 - 3 987 51 10,066 658 8,952 4 1,259 53 10,126. 
1882 - 2 1,094 80 28,322 | 567 3,425 2 1,094 80 23,284 


The great increase in the number of steam vessels entered and 
cleared of late years, and especially during 1882 has been due to 
the operations of the British North Borneo Company. As 
pointed out in my report on the Returns for 1881, it is very 
evident that steam vessels are rapidly supplanting sailing vessels 
and the native coasting craft. 


Mines. 


10. In the month of June Mr, Cowie ceased to mine the coal 
in the Batu Avang district which he had worked on an annual 
lease since February 1880. 
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Public Health. 


11. Towards the end of the second week in June an epidemic 
of cholera visited the Island, and continued till the second week 
of August. The disease was beyond a doubt brought to the 
island from Sulu by a coasting steamer. It appeared first in the 
port of Victoria, but happily did not spread beyond the small 
bay forming the harbour, and the fishing villages in the bay 
immediately'to the westward. Of the 139 persons attacked 131 
were Malays, 5 Chinese, and 3 natives of India. Of those 
attacked, 88 were males and 51 females. The mortality was 72°66 
per cent. 

With the exception of the occurrence of this epidemic the 
general health of the people was good. 

Subjoined is a table of the monthy rainfall for the last four 
years, and for comparison the monthly rainfall, extending over a 
period of four years, 20 years previously :— 


LABuAN, 
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Inches. | Inches. | Inches. | Inches. | Inches. | Inches. | Inches. | Inches. | Inches. | Inches. | Inches. | Inches. | Inches. 


ee : -| 4:97] 5:20] 38:17] 7:04] 8°99] 14:80] 18°04] 2°43] 6:47] 7:22] 8-89] 17-97 | 95-19 
1856 - . -| 4°68| 854] 10°95] 8-89] 9-60] 4:80| 15°01] 20°42| 7-70} 14:21] 17-70] 19:95 | 136-95 
1857 - t -| 18-78 | 14:10] 9:49] 8-53] 13°32| 5-73] 18°65] 5:59] 6-66| 25-63! 6-12 | 14-31 | 1369) 
1858 - . -| 4:48] 10°58] 18°22] 11:14] 16°14] 6°88| 10°85] 8-26] 10-60] 15:11 | 7-891 17-18 | 139-38 


————$| —— | | | | ff 


Average for four years - 6°98 8°35 9°21 8°90 | 10°76] . 7°93 | 13°14 9°17 7°86 | 15°54 


1879 - ‘ -| 16°94] 4°52] 10°35 | 9°77] 6°94] 15°04] 28-00] 27°96] 7:17] 18°78] 10°03 | 5:65 | 151°15 
1880 - * -| 20°24] 9°91 1:97] 9:19] 15°38] 17°74] 7:16} 9°75 | 14:18] 18°50] 10-29} 14:70 | 14891 
1881 - : -| 7°84] 8°01] 0°14] 2°98] 14°11 | 31°07 6°59 | 14°88 | 14:30] 21°57] 18-38] 19-93 14760 
1882 - . -| 10°41 3°34 | 18°87] 4:19 | 9:27] 10°41 4°64 | 20:02] 7:78] 19°74] 20°86] 12°58 | 142°11 


— ee Se ni SS | | | ___ 


Average for four years « 13°86 5°19 7°83 6°53 11°41 18°56 10°35 18°15 10°84 17°15 14°84 11°46 | 146°19 
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‘The comparison of these two tables shows that, so far as their 
limited periods of observation extend, the rainfall 20 years 
ago was considerably less than it has been of late. This is not 
in accordance with the generally received opinion that more rain 
falls on land covered by forest than on grass lands, as 20 years 
ago the Island was covered with magnificent trees, while of late 
years only a few patches of old jungle remained, the great pro- 
portion of the Island having come under grass. 


I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) P. Leys, 
The Earl of Derby, Administrator. 
&e. &e. 
BARBADOS. 


No. 4. 
Governor Sir W. Rosrnson, K.C.M.G., to the Right Hon. the 
Haru OF DERBY. 


My Lorp, Barbados, July 18, 1883. 
I wave the honour to forward a report on the Blue Book 
for 1882 by the Colonial Secretary, Mr. Knollys. 


I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) Wixti1am Ropinson. 
The Earl of Derby, | 
&e. &e. 


Revenue and Expenditure, 1882. 


pe aT Fema 2 
1. The balance on Ist January 1882 was 16,267 2 84 
The revenue for 1882 was - - 141,713 13 54 
Making a total of - - 157,980 16 2 
The expenditure for 1882 was - - 145,311 12 9 


Leaving a balance on 31st December 
1882 of ~ ~ - - 12,669 3 5 


2. The revenue of 1882 was the largest ever collected in the 
Colony, and the expenditure exhibits the largest amount ever 
disbursed. 

3. The expenditure. shows an excess over revenue of 
3,5971. 19s. 34d. Of the sum of 10,0002. which was appropriated 
under the Public Works Loan Act, 1881, 4,714/ 3s. 64d. was 
spent. 7,294/. Os. 6$d. was spent for the redemption of police 
pensions, on Glendairy extension, Dodd’s Reformatory, and yaccina- 
tion ; thus leaving the ordinary expenditure at 138,017/. 12s, 24d. 
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and resulting in an excess of revenue over ordinary expenditure of 
3,6961. 1s. 37. 

4, The revenue and expenditure may be tabulated thus :— 
1882. Customs. Other Receipts. Total. 

£ s. d. a 2 £ s. d. 

Revenue - -| 89,680 19 1 52,082 14 44 | 141,713 13 53 
1882. ’ Salaries. Other Expenditure. Total. 

& - 0d. sod. £° ww. 

Expenditure  - -| 63,250 5 4 | 82,061 7 5 | 145,811 12 9 


5. The assets of the Colony on 31st December 1882 amounted 
to 24,8181. 1s. 9d., and were as follows :— 


£ Eo a. 

Balance on 3}st December = ee 99,669. 3-5 
Loans = - - - 10,550 0 0 
On purchase of land = - - - 1,598 18 4 
24,818 1 9 


Local Revenues. 


6. The revenue raised for parochial and highway purposes 
during the year ended 31st March 1882 was as follows :— 


CRS RG 

Parochial purposes - - 45,201 2 0 
Highway purposes - - 7,692 3 0 
Legislative grant for highways - 5,450 0 0 
Total - - - - 58,343 5 O 

7. The expenditure was as follows :— 

 paaene Peay 

Parochial - - ~ dt,608- 3 0 
Highway - > - 13,142 3 0 
Motiic es y= , - 60,980 3 0 


Showing a balance of 7,3631. 2s. Od., which is chiefly composed 
of arrears of taxes. 

8. The sum expended on poor relief during the same period was 
18,854/., the bulk of the remainder being for church purposes and 
salaries. | 

9. The expenditure on roads averaged 27/. per mile; the 
highest rate being 751. in Bridgetown, and the lowest 17/. in 
St. Lucy’s parish. 
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Public Debt. 
10. The Colony has no public debt. 


Military Expenditure. 


11. The expenditure by the Imperial Government for military 
purposes was 52,1417. 10s. 10d. 


Public Works. 


12. The total amount spent on public works was 7,902. 18s. 9d. 
The only important works undertaken, were a new wing to the 
gaol, a reformatory for juveniles, and an inland telegraph system. 


Legislation. 


13. Twenty-seven Acts were passed during the year 1882 as 
follows :— 

No. 1.—To exempt officers of Her Majesty’s Army and Navy 
from the payment of parochial and highway taxes. (Disallowed.) 

No: 2.—To vest the residence of the bishop of the Anglican 
Church in the Executive Committee. 

No. 3.—Supplemental Appropriation Act, 1881. 

No. 4.—Appropriation Act, 1882. 

No. 5.—To declare what proofs and authentications to deeds, 
wills, and other writings proved and authenticated in the United 
Kingdom shall be sufficient evidence in the courts of this Island 
of their due execution and authentication. 

No. 6.—To allay the apprehensions of holders of securities over 
sugar plantations in this Island, to restore confidence in such 
securities, and to prevent vexatious and expensive suits in relation 
thereto. 

No. 7.—To provide for the repair and maintenance of the 

ghways of the city of Bridgetown and parish of St. Michael. 

No. 8.—To enable the Highway Commissioners of the parish 
of St. John to pension their Inspector of Roads. 

No. 9.—To enable the vestry of the parish of St. George to 
sell certain land, and to erect an almshouse with the proceeds. 

No. 10.—To enable the vestry of the parish of St. Joseph to 
raise a loan to enable them to complete the repair of the parish 
church, 

No. 11.—To amend and consolidate the law relating to weighers 
and gaugers. : 

No. 12.—To enable the Governing Body of Harrison College 
to raise a loan, and yuaranteeing the loan and interest thereon. 

No. 13.—To grant a pension to the Clerk of the Police 
Magistrate at District “E”. 

No. 14.—To enable the Highway Commissioners of the parishes 
of St. James and St. Peter to take under their control a certain 
road, 

No. 15—To amend and consolidate the law relating to 
petroleum. 
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No. 16.—To amend the law relating to the admission of 
attorneys, solicitors, and proctors to practise in the courts of 
this Island. 

No. 17.—To grant out of the Public Treasury a contribution 
to the salary of the Governor-in-Chief of the Windward Islands. 

No. 18.—To regulate the fees payable to the Colonial Secretary 
and to pay him from the Public Treasury a fixed annual sum in 
lieu of such fees. 

No. 19.—To extend the time for the holdings of the courts of 
grand sessions. 

No. 2U.—To grant an exclusive right to manufacture sulphuric 
acid in this Island. 

No. 21.—To consolidate and amend the laws relating to the 
police. 

No, 22.—To amend the law relating to the Barbados Railway 
Company. 

No, 23.—To extend the summary jurisdiction of the several 
police magistrates. 

No. 24.—To amend the Merchant Shipping Protection Act. 

No. 25.—To authorise the vestry of St. Michael to appoint and 
remunerate a vestry clerk. 

No. 26.—To facilitate the recovery of possession of tenements. 

No. 27.—To continue various expiring laws. 

14. The intention of most of these Acts is evident from their 
titles, but No. 6, 16, and 20 deserve more than a passing mention. 

15. The preamble to No, 6 states that certain merchants have 
recently put forward claims to the effect that the moneys due to 
them from the proprietors of estates, whether secured against the 
estates or on open account, should be ranked by the Master of the 
Court of Chancery as the first liens against the estate, the argu- 
ment being that the estate might have to be abandoned for want 
of means to cultivate it. 

The arguments on the other side were that no estate had ever 
been abandoned for this reason, as when a proprietor is unable to 
continue the cultivation of his plantation it is placed under the care 
and control of the Court of Chancery, and a receiver appointed, who 
finds no difficulty in obtaining money for carrying on the culti- 
vation, until the estate is appraised and sold under a decree of the 
Court. That, moreover, the law and established usage in regard 
to real estate, and securities over real estate, is the same as the 
law of England, and that mortgages on estates afford investments 
for capital which have always been considered sound, and have 
been much sought after. ‘That, the consignee claims, if established, 
would injure, and in many instances destroy, present investments in 
real estate, causing distress and ruin, and would seriously depreciate 
the value of estates, as capital already invested would be withdrawn, 
and the introduction of fresh capital deterred. The Act then sets 
forth that all secured claims upon an estate shall rank according to 
the date on which such security shall have been obtained, provided 
the deed be recorded within three months if executed in the 
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Island, or twelve months if executed elsewhere. All open accounts 
torank alike. One year, from the date the Act comes into force, 
is granted for any person to endeavour to establish his clai.n, but 
the Act is not to be construed as implying any doubt as to the 
invalidity of such claim. 

16. No. 16 provides for the registration of persons entitled to 
practise as attorneys, solicitors, or proctors in the courts of the 
Island. It was found that there was no guarantee that a person 
claiming to be a solicitor had any qualification for the office, as he 
only had to spend a certain number of years in the office of another 
solicitor, who might himself be no better qualified. The Act 
provides that before being admitted a person must serve as 
articled clerk for five years, and pass three examinations. 

17. No. 20 grants a monopoly for 10 years of the manufacture 
of sulphuric acid. This Bill received considerable opposition on 
the part of the Government, and was only assented to out of 
consideration to the wishes of the House of Assembly. 


Political Franchise. 


18, The number of registered electors at the annual elections 
was 1,622, out of a population of about 173,000. At the nomi- 
nations for the 24 seats to be filled a poll was demanded in only 
two instances. A Bill for the extension of the franchise is now 
before the Legislature. 


Councils and Assemblies. 


19. Executive Council—The Honourable Walter Hely Hutchin- 
son, Colonial Secretary, was absent from the 30th July, his place 
being taken by Mr. C. C. Knoliys, Auditor General, the latter’s 
seat not being filled. Sir John Sealy, K.C.M.G., and Mr. N. 
Foderingham were appointed to the Council in September, 
which then became five in number. 

20. Legislative Council—Mr. Augustus Briggs, President, died 
on the 17th May, and was succeeded by Mr. George C. Pile. Dr. 
John Sealy, M.D., resigned. Messrs. Henry Pilgrim, Sperker, 
and James W. Parris were raised from the Lower House, and 
Messrs. B. C. Howell and W. P. Leacock were appointed. The 
Council was increased to its full number, nine. 

21. House of Assembly.—Writs for the new House were re- 
turned on the 30th May, when the following changes were found 
to have taken place: Messrs. John J. Spencer and M. J. Bovell 
were returned in the place of Messrs. Henry Pilgrim and James 
W. Parris, raised to the Council; Mr. W. H. Greaves, in the place 
of Mr. J. W. Carrington, left the Island; Mr. W. N. Phillips, in 
the place of Mr, E. P. Trotman, resigned; and Mr.G H. Alleyne, 
jun., in the place of Mr. J. C. Richards, deceased. In two cases 
a poll was demanded. 
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Civil E'stablishment. 


22. The Government of the Windward Islands was adminis- 
tered throughout the year by William Robinson, Esq., C.M.G. 

The Hon. Walter Hely Hutchinson was absent on leave from 
the 30th July; Mr. C. C. Knollys, Auditor General, acted or 
him. 

Mr. C. C. Knollys, Auditor General, was absent on leave to 
the 30th July; Mr. Louis J. Patterson acted as Auditor General 
throughout the year. 

Mr. B. Lawrance, Postmaster, died in September, and was 
succeeded by Mr. P. Trimingham, official assignee; Mr. R. J. 
Clinckett succeeded Mr. Trimingham. 

Mr. T. W. McKinstry was appointed actuary of the Savings 
Bank, vice Mr. J. G. Grant resigned. 

Mr. W. C. Reeves was appointed Attorney General in the 
place of Mr. F. Fleming, promoted. 

Mr. H. A. Bovell was appointed Solicitor General in the 
place of Mr. J. W. Carrington, promoted. 

Mr. F. B. Smith was appointed provost marshal; Mr. Smith’s 
place as Senior Police Magistrate was filled by Mr. H. 8. Seon; 
and Mr. Seon’s, as Junior Police Magistrate, by Mr. J. P. Massiah. 

Mr. W. K. Chandler was appointed Master‘in Chancery, vice 
Mr. J. G. Grant, retired. 

The land and harbour police were formed into one force, and 
Mr. H. H. Haynes, Superintendent of the Harbour Police, was 
appointed Inspector of Police under the Inspector General. 

The Right Reverend H. Bree, D.D., assumed charge of the 
Anglican Church as bishop on the 29th August. 

Mr. C. C. Knollys, Auditor General, was appointed to be 
president of the Education Board, and Mr. J. S. Howell, treasurer, 
to be president of the Board of Health. 

Many minor changes took place in the Civil Service of the 
Colony during the year. 


Pensions. 


23. The pension list was increased by the addition of the names 
of Mr. Edwards with a pension of 25/., and the Honourable J. G. 
Grant with a pension of 7112. 13s. 9d. 


Population. 


24. The ceusus taken in 1881 showed a total, exclusive of 
shipping, of 171,452 persons. 


The baptisms during 1882 were - 6,099 
The burials - - - - 4,135 


Giving an increase to the population of 1,964 
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The returns of baptisms and burials include Wesleyans and 
Moravians, besides the members of the Church of England ; and, 
as there are very few persons of any other denomination in the 
Island, the above figures may be taken as representing the totals 
under those heads. 

The present number of the population may therefore be estimated 
at 173,000, making some allowance for emigration to the neigh- 
bouring islands, of which no correct return can be obtained. The 
average population to the square mile is thus about 1,042. 


Savings Banks. 


25. There were 4,672 depositors in the savings banks, with a 
total deposit of 43,1887. 2s. 4d. 

The branch banks recently established were not found to work 
well, depositors preferring to place their money in the Central 
bank. 


Education. 


26. The provisions of the very liberal Education Act passed 
at the close of the year 1878 have now been nearly all carried out, 
though their full advantages are not yet seen. | 

27. Elementary Schools.—There were, on the 3lst December, 
81 infant and 106 primary schools, or, in all, 187 elementary 
schools, being an increase of 15 over the previous year. The 
average attendance was 11,150, out of a register of 17,626 chil- 
dren, as compared with 10,249, out of a register of 16,040 during 
the year 1881. 

The 106 primary schools wer? of the following religious denomi- 
nations: Anglican, 78; Wesleyan, 16; Moravian, 12. 

28. Second-Grade Schools—Five second-grade schools were at 
work having 148 pupils, the largest having 79 and the smallest 
13 pupils. 

29. First Grade-—The number of pupils at Harrison College 
was 139, which has, since the close of the year, been increased to 
163, the largest number since the opening of the school. A 
boarding establishment was opened under the supervision of the 
head master with complete success. The teaching staff consists of 
eight university men and a professor of languages. 

‘The Ledge School was re-opened under new management with 
16 pupils, which has since increased largely. Its teaching staff 
at present consists of two university men. 

The Queen’s College for girls was not opened during the year 
1882, but in the January following. There were 33 pupils the 
first term, increased to nearly 60 the second. 

30. Training Schools——A training school for masters was 
opened at the Mission House (part of Codrington College) under 
the supervision of a clergyman appointed by the Society for the 
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Propagation of the Gospel. The training school for mistresses 
continued as before. 

31. Codrington College, which was founded in 1745, and is 
affiliated with Durham University, is supported by a legacy of. 
General Codrington, administered by the Society for the Propaga- 
tion of the Gospel. It is mostly used as a theological training 
college. 


Imports and Exports. 


32. Trade may be reported as being in a flourishing condition. 
The inter-colonial trade, which in 1881 had been interfered with by 
the quarantine restrictions, revived in the matter of imports, while 
exports to the neighbouring islands still continued low. ‘The large 
number of steamers which now touch at some of the islands, tend, 
in a great measure, to diminish the entrepdt trade by conveying 
direct to the islands certain goods which formerly were exported 
from this Colony. 

33. The values of imports and exports are as follows :— 


Year. Imports. Exports. 

£ £ 
1852 : - - - 767,974 951,727 
1862 - - - - 918,142 1,067,612 
1872 3 = - - 1,125,030 1,021,444 
1882 - . - - 1,162,866 1,193,295 


34. A contrast of the values for the years 1880, 1881, and 1882 
shows an increase in 1882 under the head of exports, which may 
be attributed to the sugar crop of that year being a larger one than 
either of the others. 


Year. Imports. Exports. 

£ £ 
1880 : - = - 1,170,736 1,166,389 
1881 : z . . 1,119,213 1,140,361 
1882 2 - - - 1,162,866 1,193,295 


35. Comparing the revenues derived from customs sources for 
the-last three years, during which there has been no change in 
the tariff, it would seem that trade has increased :— 


£ 
1880. Customs receipts - - 86,992 
1881. + 9 - - 86,018 


1882. 99 3 - - 89,680 
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36. The direction of trade was as follows: — 
ee ee RT es ane. Me See a llc es eee ee Se 


Countries. Imports from Exports to 
£ £ 

United Kingdom - - - 439,686 509,295 
United States - - - 446,228 223,738 
British North America = - - 90,898 268,093 
West Indies and British Guiana - 101,921 188,904 
Other countries - - - 84,133 8,265 
Total - 3 1,162,866 1,193,295 


37. The imports from Great Britain are chiefly linen and 
cotton goods, hardware, coal, liquors of all kinds, machinery, and 
rice. From the United States and North America: breadstuffs, 
horses and mules, butter, kerosine oil, corn, tobacco, lumber, and 
salt fish; rice is also imported largely from Calcutta. 

38. The export trade may be divided as follows :— 


£ 
Staple (sugar, molasses, and rum) - 969,560 
Other produce of the Colon - 34,180 
Re-exports - ~ - 189,555 
1,193,295 


39. The produce or manufacture of the Colony exported, other 
than the staple, consists of sweet potatoes, lime, petroleum, 
matches, whale oil, and a few articles in small quantities, such as 
aloes, arrowroot, tamarinds, &c. 


Shipping. 


40. The following table shows the number and tonnage of 
vessels that entered during the year :— 
Pe Aa ON 5 os Rey eal RENE SEEDS Sa a 


Countries from whence. | Number. Tonnage. 
a a a ee 
Great Britain - - - - 130 93,995 
United States = - - - 158 52,659 
British North America - - - 131 21,104 
West Indies and British Guiana - - 716 69,573 
Other countries - - - - 91 26,709 

Total - - ~ - 1,226 264,040 


41. The total tonnage is greater than any of the three previous 
years. Steam communication has increased since last vear. At 
the present time (1883) there are nine arrivals monthly from the 
United Kingdom, three from the United States of America, besides 
the entries of some which return to this port after calling at 
Trinidad and British Guiana. The total tonnage of steam vessels 
entered from the United Kingdom in 1882 was 72,573. 
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Agriculture, Manufactures, &c. 


42. The number of sugar estates in cultivation was 508, 
averaging 200 acres. The total produce was 54,952 hogsheads 
of sugar, and 370,581 gallons of rum. Great attention is paid to 
the best methods of cultivating the cane and manufacturing sugar, 
and the output is probably as good of its sort as any made. 

The oil wells and the whaling station each produced a small 
quantity of oil, but there is no great enterprise in this direction. 


Criminal Statistics. 


43. Police Reports—The number of offences reported to the 
police during the year 1882 was 5,345, an increase of 1,024 over 
the number reported the previous year. 

44. Apprehensions and Summonse .—The number of persons 
brought before the magistrates’ courts was 12,332 as compared 
with 9,273 in the previous year. The average for five years, 
including 1881, was 10,564. 

45. The cases disposed of werg as follows :— 


Convicted - - - - 9,309 
Discharged - - - - 931 
Acquitted - - - - 2,252 
Committed for trial - . - 193 

12,685 


46. Summary Convictions.—The summary convictions were 
divided as follows :— 
a 


Average five 


od 1882. years, 1877 
to 1881. 


Offences against the person - - - 2,492 2,428 
Preedial larceny - - - - 1,248 805 
Other offences against property - - 753 499 
Other offences - - - - 4,816 3,854 

Total - - - - 9,309 7,586 


ee Se 

47. This table shows that offences against the person were but 
slightly above the average for the previous five years, while 
convictions for all other offences were much more numerous, those 
for predial larceny being increased by over 50 per cent. 
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48. The following penalties were imposed on summary Baxsapos. 


conviction :— 
Fines - - - =. Oy Oo 
Imprisonment in lieu of fine - = 21,327 
Peremptory imprisonment - - 1,665 
Bound over to keep the peace - 525 


Total - - 9,309 


49. Superior Courts.—The number of cases tried in the superior 
courts was 250, with the following results :— 


Judgment for the Crown ” - 168 
3 » prisoner - - Al 
Fell through for want of prosecution - 41 
250 
50. The convictions were divided as follows :— 
1882. Average years 
1877 to 1881. 
Offences against the person - - - 56 48 
Preedial larceny - ~ - - — 7 
Other offences against property - - 99 64 
Other offences - - - - 13 17 
Total - - - - 168 136 


51. Among the convictions for serious offences were: attempt 
to murder 1, concealment of birth 1, rape 1. This Colony has a 
remarkable freedom from serious crimes of violence. 


Gaols. 


52. There were 3,294 persons committed to gaol in 1882 as 
follows :— 


For debt - o = a 


1 
a 
° 

or 

Go 


For safe custody - - - 


4 
oo 
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a 
bo 
os 
Je) 


For punishment - - - - 2,838 2,307 


Total - - - 
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58. Divided as follows :— 


Se eeaaREEEE | 1882. 1881. 
Men - - - - - - 1,609 1,288 
Women - - - - - 1,419 1,095 
Juveniles - - - - - 266 221 
Total - - - - 3,294 2,604 


54. The daily average was as follows :— 


——— In prison. On the sick list. 
Men - - - = - - 824 5°2 
Women - - - - - 116 2°2 
Juveniles - - - nts ~ 29 _ 
Total - - - - 469 7°4 


There were six deaths during the year. 

55. The male prisoners are employed within the prison at a 
cooperage, mat making, and at a bakery. Outside they are 
employed in the quarries, on the roads, and on the various public 


buildings. 
56. The net value of their labour was estimated as follows :—- 
£ 
At the cooperage, &c. - - 292 
Works, buildings, &c. - - 2,459 
Bakery - - - - 869 
Total - - 3,620 


At concrete work the prisoners are estimated as worth 84d. per 
diem. ‘The bakery supplies the convicts at Glendairy and District 
« A” Prisons, the Lunatic and Leper Asylums, the Contagious 
Diseases Hospital, and the Police messes, 


Health. 


57. The health of the Island was on the whole good, and 
returned in this respect to its normal aspect. With the exception 
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of a mild reign of whooping cough no epidemics prevailed, A  Baxpavos. 
good many cases of typhoid fever occurred both in town and in 
the country districts, but the disease was not severe in type, and 
comparatively few deaths were noted. Three or four sporadic 
cases of yellow fever were recorded in the early part of the year, 
but this was to be expected after the epidemic of 1881, The 
death-rate was normal, and the births exceeded the burials by 
1,964. 


(Signed) C. C. Knotys, 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Colonial Secretary. 
14th July 1883. 


ST. VINCENT. 


St. Vincent. 


een 


No. 5. 


Governor Sir W. Rosrnson, K.C.M.G., to the Right Hon. the 
EARL OF Dery. 


Barbados, August 3, 1883, 


Forwarded. 
I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) Wittram Rosinson, 
The Ear! of Derby, Governor, 


&e. &e. 


Government House, St. Vincent, 

Sir, July 21, 1883. 

I wave the honour to forward my report on the Blue 
Book cf St. Vincent for 1882 for transmission to the Right 
Hon. the Secretary of State for the Colonies, and regret that 
owing to the voluminous returns which were required for the 
information of the Royal Commissioners the Biue Book could 
not be completed during the first quarter of this year. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


2. Although during the earlier part of 1882 there was a con- 
siderable falling off in the estimated revenue from “ Excise” and 
“ Customs,” the revenue for 1882 exceeded the expenditure by 
a little over 800/., whilst a balance of 4,1772 has been carried 
forward to the account of this year (1883). 


Public Debt. 


3. There has been an increase of 2,000/, to the public debt 
under the provisions of “The Government House Loan Ordi- 
nance, 1882,” whilst on the other hand 500/. has been repaid to 
the credit of the loan from the savings bank, now reduced to. 
1,500/. 
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Legislation. 


4, Eleven Ordinances were assented to in 1882. 

No. 1.—“ The Chancery Acts Consolidation Ordinance,” which 
consolidated the existing Acts relating to the jurisdiction formerly 
exercised by the Court of Chancery, but now transferred to the 
Supreme Court of Judicature. 
~ No. 2.—To amend *“ The Liquor License Ordinance, 1878.” 
An omission had occurred in the Ordinance of 1878 in not 
exempting distinctly from its operation distillers selling rum on 
the plantation on which it was manufactured, or consignees selling 
spirits direct from on board ship or from a bonding warehouse. 

No. 3.—‘ To repeal certain Acts, and to provide an authentic 
“ record of the Laws of St. Vincent.” This Ordinance repeals 
16 Acts which had fallen into abeyance or become obsolete, and 
was passed with the object of their omission from the new edition 
of the laws of St. Vincent, which it was intended to publish 
early in 1883. 

No. 4.—“ The St. Vincent Government House Loan Ordi- 
nance.” This enables the Government to raise 4,000/. for the 
purpose of building a new Government House, to be secured by 
debentures for sums not less than 40/. each, at 5 per cent. interest, 
but although 2,000/. has been subscribed in the Colony for this 
work, the erection of the new building has been suspended 
indefinitely by order of the Secretary of State. 

No. 5.—** The Supplementary Appropriation Ordinance, 1881.” 

No. 6—*The Stamp Ordinance.” ‘This Ordinance was passed 
in great haste during my absence on vacation leave under a 
mistaken impression: that a deficit was to -be apprehended at the 
end of the vear, I think it my duty, however, to state that the 
Ordinance is working satisfactorily, and that I should be sorry 
to see it repealed now that it has been brought into operation, as 
it will add about 7007. per annum to the revenue. 

No. 7.—*“ The Government Office Clerks’ Ordinance.” This 
provides for two clerks to be placed under the immediate control 
of the officer administering the Government, and to perform such 
duties as he may assign to them, 

No. 8.—* The Provost-Marshal’s Ordinance.” It had been 
intended to combine the office of Provost-Marshal with that of 
Registrar, and an Ordinance had been prepared, with the appro- 
val of the Secretary of State, for that purpose, but at the last 
moment instructions were received to withdraw the Bill, and it 
therefore became necessary to provide for a salary for the Pro- 
vost-Marshal, as the Ordinance of 1878 confined the salary to 
the then holder of the office, Mr. Breen, in anticipation of the 
proposed consolidation. 

No. 9.—* The Jury Ordinance.” This Ordinance merely con- 
solidates “ The Jury Act of 1875,” and “The Jury Ordinance, 
“© 1880,” 

No. 10.—* The fDistressed (St. Vincent) Seamen’s Relief 
« Ordinance.” This provides for the relief of seamen, natives 
of St. Vincent, found in distress abroad, and provides for their 
return to this Colony. 
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No. 11.— The Acquisition of Land Ordinance.” This enables 
the Government to acquire lands for public uses in any part of 
the Colony, and is intended to meet difficulties, which may arise 
under the following circumstances. 

Whole islands in the Grenadines have been sold by former 
Governors without any reserves of Crown lands, and it is by no 
means improbable that the stationing of revenue officers in these 
islands, for the prevention of smuggling, may be resisted on the 
ground of trespass, and that proprietors may object to sell any 
land to the Government for sites for preventive stations; again, 
the Government may want to purchase land for the purpose of 
erecting public buildings, such as hospitals, medical officers’ 
quarters, &c., upon sites which the owners might decline to sell, 
or even, if willing to sell, for which an exorbitant price might be 
demanded. 

_5. The following eight Ordinances were also passed in 1882, 
viz :— 
The Weights and Measures. 
The Kingstown Regulation. 
The Highway, 
The Liquor License. 
The Registry. 
The Tonnage Dues. 
The Spirit Duties, 

These enactments consolidated the laws upon all these subjects 
with the exception of that regulating weights and measures, and 
they should have gone home in July or August in time to be 
inserted in the revised edition of the laws of St. Vincent, which 
I had hoped the Attorney-General would have edited whilst in 
London in the latter part of 1882. They appear, however, to 
have been lost sight of during my absence on vacation leave, and 
it was not until my return in September, that I discovered the 
oversight, when it was too late to send them home, and the 
publication of the revised edition of the laws had therefore to be 
postponed. 


Criminal Statistics. 


6. These tables show a very satisfactory diminution in the 
number of cases of preedial larcenies; 1 attribute this decrease 
(68 in 1882 as against 151 in 1881) to the agreement come to 
with the police magistrates (at a meeting to which I summoned 
them last year) to pass sentences of peremptory imprisonment 
with bard labour in all cases of predial larceny, instead of 
imposing fines or simple imprisonment. 


Civil Establishment. 


7. Under the Circular Despatch from the Secretary of State of 
the 30th of March 1881, I went on leave (vacation) in July 
1882; but in consequence of the condition imposed under the 


circular, viz., that of not remaining within the tropics, I had to: 


pass 35 out of the 42 days at sea in getting away from and return- 
ing to St. Vincent. 
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Sr. Vincent, Education. 


8. In my report on the Blue Book for 1881, I referred to the 
expediency of consolidating State-aided schvols where two or three 
are situated in close proximity to one another; also that the sys- 
tem of pupil teachers should be introduced into St. Vincent. 
Owing, however, to the large number of Ordinances which the At- 
torney-General was occupied in consolidating for the new edition of 
the laws, I was unable to proceed with these changes, as although 
the Board of Education is quite ready to go along with me in reduc- 
ing the number of schools, and in the appointment of pupil teachers 
we found our hands were tied by the provisions of the Education 
Act, which renders it imperative on the Local Government to 
support every school of every denomination, which comes up to a 
certain fixed standard; and further, because the payment of 
pupil teachers must be contingent upon the abolition of a certain 
number, probably 14 out of 65 paid masterships. The question 
of compulsory education has also been raised, but pending in- 
structions upon this very important subject, I have not considered 
it expedient to encourage the discussion of the question. 


General Remarks. 


9. I am glad to say that the suggestion I made in my report 
on the Blue Book of 1880 has been acted upon, and that the 
lunatic asylum has been recently broken up, the female lunatics 
having been transferred to Grenada, where better means are at 
the disposal of that Government for the treatment of these un- 
fortunate people. 

During the visit of the Royal Commissioners appointed to 
inquire into the public revenues, expenditure, debts, and liabilities 
of St. Vincent (among other islands), I had occasion to call 
attention to the fact that the people of this Colony are taxed a 
fraction less than 14s, a head per annum ; this, I believe, is lower 
taxation in proportion to its population than in any other of the 
Crown Colonies in the Windward Islands, and will bear favourable 
comparison even with that of Barbados. 

The old Government House at the “Garden” was pulled 
down in July last, an Ordinance having been passed and assented 
to for raising a loan of 4,000/. for building another on the same 
site, but after 2,000/. had been subscribed by the Colonists for 
this; object, orders were received to stay further action in the 
matter, and I am sorry to say that one-half year’s interest has 
already been paid on this amount for which the Colony has nothing 
to show. In concluding these general remarks I am happy to be 
able to report that the health of the Island was good during 1882 ; 
that of the indentured immigrants being remarkably so. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) Aucustus FREepDK. Gorg, 
His Excellency Lieutenant-Governor. 
Sir William Robinson, K.C.M.G. 
&e. &e. &e. 
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Governor Roprnson, C.M.G., to the Right Hon. the 
EARL OF DERBY. 


Grenada, April 14, 1883. 


FORWARDED. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) WILLIAM ROBINSON. 
The Earl of Derby, 
&e. &e. 


Government House, Tobago, 
SiR, March 24, 1883. 
I wave the honour to transmit to your Excellency my 

report upon the Blue Book of this Colony for the year 1882. 

2. No changes were made in taxes, duties, or fees in the past 

ear. 

: 3. The revenue amounted to 13,6612 In 1880 it was 14,0031. 
and in 1881 16,8307, The following figures show the receipts, 
in pounds, from the various sources of revenue in each of these 
years :-— 


os | 1880. | 1881. | 1882. 

Customs. £ £ £ 
Import duties - - - - 6,108 8,364 5,769 
Tonnage dues - - - - 510 524 392 
Light dues - - - - 155 173 143 
Wharf dues - = = - 119 189 108 
Harbour and pilotage - - - 132 129 78 
Warehouse rent - - - 29 42 51 

Excise. 
Duty on rum - - - - 1,387 1,511 1,649 
Revenue stamps - - - 353 265 242 

Licenses. 
Liquor - - - - 216 237 18 4 
Stills - - - - - 107 98 10 5 
Animals - - - - 1,163 1,132 1,101 
Guns, boats, and boatmen - - 92 93 84 

Taczes. 

Arrears of landtax - - - 131 140 150 
Sugar estates - - - - 1,255 1,487 1,147 
Other lands and tenements - - 1,344 1,293 1,324 
Commutation road tax - - - 169 174 207 
Fines, forfeitures, and fees of court = - 447 477 544 
Fees of office - - - ~ 191 209 88 
Postage - = - = = 198 196 
Rents - - - - - 44 55 36 
Miscellaneous receipts - - - 40 80 53 
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4. The import duties, it will be observed, were below the 
receipts in 1880, and considerably less than those in 1881. The 
dues on shipping were, also, much less than in the previous two 
years; a smaller crop in the year under report will account, in 
part, for the diminution in these dues; but the admission of 
steamers upon payment, only, of the sum of 1s. 3d. per ton of 
cargo landed or taken off, has helped in no small degree towards 
the diminution. 

5. There was a trifling increase in the duty on rum made and 
consumed in the Colony, but it was nothing like the increase 
which should have been obtained, seeing that in 1880, and 1881 
up to the 25th November, the duty was 3s. per proof gallon, and 
that in 1882 it was 4s. per proof gallon. It is true that in the last 
year a larger quantity of gin was brought into consumption, but 
even so I fear the revenue suffered from illicit trade. 

6. The quinquennial valuation of land and tenements, which 
was taken in 1881-2, resulted in diminished values in respect of 
many estates, and consequently in reduced receipts in taxes 
The failure, also, in the middle of the year of a London house 


‘with which several of the estates were connected caused monetary 


difficulties, and in many instances delay in the payment of the 
taxes. 

7. The receipts under the head of fees of office were derived 
from the Marshal’s office, the other fees having been paid in 
stamps. 

8. The expenditure of 1882 was 12,610/.; and, adding arrears 
of 1881 which were also paid to the extent of 1,1392, the total 
expenditure in 1881 was 14,8441, but of this the sum of 2,000/. 
was in payment of debt and interest. 

9, Local revenues are not raised in this Colony. 

10. There is no Public debt. 

1l. The following table shows the financial position of the 
Colony at the 1st of January in this year :-— 


Assets. Liabilities. 
& £ 

Cash balance on 30th Due for salaries of fixed 

December 1882 - 1,359 establishments for 
Balance in hands of December 1882 > SO 

Crown Agents at 30th Due for services exclusive 

December 1882 =~ 167 of establishment « “FTO 
Remitted to them on 27th Due on warrants drawn 

September 500/., on but unpaid - - 14 


Ath October 5002. - 1,000] Due for estimated pay- 
ments to be made by 


Crown Agents - 343 
Surplus of assets 909 
2,526 2,526 


12. Under the head of military expenditure the sum of 
1361. 2s. 9d. is shown tu have been expended in support of the 
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two volunteer rifle corps, which are enrolled and doing duty in 
Scarborough and in the windward part of the Island. Great 
Britain incurred no expenditure for the military protection of the 
Colony, nor in aid of its civil establishment. 

13. More attention was bestowed on public works in 1882 than 


in any year for some time past. A stone building in the town of 


Plymouth, which had been erected some 50 years ago as a prison, 
and the woodwork of which had been allowed to fall into complete 
decay, was rebuilt at a cost of 2122, and adapted as a police 
station and magistrates’ court. By this expenditure not only 


does the Colony possess a creditable building, suitable in every. 


respect for a station and court room, but it effects a saving of 207. 
a year, (or 10 per cent. on the outlay), which for a long while had 
‘been paid for ruinous and ill-adapted premises that were hired 
as the police station. 

14. The old gaol in the town of Scarborough was likewise 
repaired and converted into the police magistrates’ office and 
court room. On the ground floor good warehouse accommodation 
is also provided. The amount paid at 31st December for these 
repairs was 1751. 16s. 4d.; but bills rendered and paid early in 
January of this year, amounting to 531. 14s. 11d., brought the 
total cost to 2291. 11s. 3d. 

15. Considerable repairs and improvements were effected to 
the hospital at a cost of 125/. 10s. 5d.; of which the sum of 
80/. Os. 4d. was paid prior to 31st December, and 45/. 10s, 1d. in 
January last. 

16. A sum of 612. 16s. 4d, was spent in repairs to the buildings 
at Government House, and 185i. 4s. 8d. in repairs to various 
other public buildings. 

17. On roads, streets, and bridges the sum of 1,318/. 3s. 5d. 
was expended, of which 1,181/. 13s. 2d. was paid in 1882, and 
the balance in January of this year, 

18. In legislation several important measures were perfected. 
In the month of May an Ordinance was brought into operation 
for the purpose of exempting steam vessels from payment of port 
dues upon their registered tonnage, and to admit them to trade 
upon payment only of a duty of 1s, 3d. for every ton of cargo 
they should land or take away. The Ordinance also affords 
facilities for the landing and shipment of cargo from steamers 
immediately on their arrival, and without detention further than 
may be necessary for that purpose, the recognized agent of a 
steamer being empowered, on cerfain conditions, to transact all 
such business at the Custom House as is usually transacted 
by the master, and being allowed to do this business irrespective 
of the movements of the steamer, provided it is done within 24 
hours after her arrival. 

19. On the 3Uth of June “an Ordinance to provide for public 
‘* vaccination,” and “an Ordinance to repeal an Act entitled * An 
« ¢ Act for the registration of Births, Marriages, and Deaths, and 
“© €to make better provision in lieu thereof’” were proclaimed, 
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The former Ordinance was the first enactment, which had been 
passed in the Colony respecting compulsory vaccination ; and the 
latter established a more complete and efficient system for the 
registration of births, marriages, and deaths, prohibiting, amongst 
other things, the interment of the dead except in public cemetries 
or in licensed burial grounds. ie 

20. An Ordinance “to repeal ‘ The District Medical Officers 
«¢ Act,” and to make other provisions in lieu thereof, which 
became law on the 29th of September, is a valuable measure 
affording medical aid and medicines gratuitously to handicraftsmen, 
menial and predial servants, boatmen and porters, when over 60 
years to their children when under eight years of age, and to all 
sick and destitute persons of whatever age or class. It also 
provides medical aid and medicines, on a moderate fixed scale of 
charges, to persons of the class above named, when over eight 
years and under 60 years of age. This law, administered by 
medical men of honest and scrupulous minds, must carry the 
greatest comfort and relief into the homes of the poor artizans, 
and labourers. Under its provisions four medical men receive 
stipends of 200/. a year to secure their services, It is almost an 
obligation on the Government to subsidize medical men in a 
colony like ‘Tobago, in which there are no wealthy residents, and 
but few persons of even moderate means. There would, otherwise, 
be no inducement for medical men to come and settle in the Colony 
and the inhabitants, unless this were done, would be without the 
opportunity of obtaining medical care, even in time of serious 
illness or of epidemics. 

21. There were temporary changes in the councils. Mr. 
Albert Lewis, the Attorney General, an ex officio member of 
the Executive and Legislative Councils, was transferred tem- 
porarily to the Attorney Generalship of St. Vincent in the month 
of August, and Mr. Walter Monnington, a magistrate of the 
island of Barbados, who was appointed to act as Attorney General, 
sat in his official capacity in both councils to the end of the year. 
Mr. S. B. Isaacs, a member of the Executive Council, and an 
unofficial member of the Legislative Council, was absent on leave 
from the 2nd March to the Ist of December. In his absence Mr. 
Kirk, the inspector of police and Inland Revenue, filled his place 
in the Executive Couneil. 

22. In the civil establishment there were a few changes. Dr. 
Shiers, the Medical Officer of the No. 1 district, died on the 6th 
January, and was succeeded by Dr. Witz. Mr. James Arm- 
strong C.M.G., the Chief Justice, having resigned his appointment 
in December 1881, was sueceeded by Mr. John W. Carrington 
D.C.L., who assumed the duties of his office in the month of May. 
Mr. Simon J. Fraser, the magistrate of the Windward District, 
was absent on leave from the 6th of April to the 2nd of December ; 
in his absence his duties were performed by Mr. M. J. Berkeley, 
whom his Excellency the Governor in Chief sent from Barbados 
for the purpose. 
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23. The pension list remained as in the past year; Mr. H. L. 
Byng, late Colonial Secretary and Auditor, receiving 730. 17s. 4d. 


24. The population by the census of the 3rd of April 1881 was 
18,051 (8,694 males and 9,357 females). In the nine months to 
31st December of that year there was an addition by excess of 
births over deaths of 121, making a total estimated population 
of 18,172. In 1882 the natural increase was 296. Therefore, 
subject to the action of emigration and immigration, of which there 
is no record, the population at the close of the past year may be 
taken to have been 18,468. I fear, however, that these figures 
cannot be taken as representing the actual population, as it seems 
indisputable that more persons quit the Colony than come to it. 


25. The education returns show that there were nine schools 
in connexion with the Church of England, having 854 children on 
the registers, receiving in Government aid 212/. 10s. 11d., and 
from school fees and voluntary contributions 205/. 3s. 8d., giving 
a total cost of 417/. 14s. 7d., or an average expense for each school 
of 462. 8s. 3d.; six schools in connexion with the Wesleyan 
Methodists, having 350 children on the registers, receiving 
1752. 18s. in Government aid, and 108/. 8s. 4d. from school fees 
and voluntary contributions, making a total cost of 2844 6s. 4d. 
or an average expense for each school of 471. 7s. 9d.; six schools 
in connexion with the Moravian mission, having 734 children on 
the registers, receiving 1531 14s. 7d, in Government aid, and 
1112 16s. ‘d. from school fees and voluntary contributions, 
making a total expense of 2651. 11s. 2d., or an average of 
441. 5s. 2d. for each school. 


26. The school fees from the 854 children in the Anglican 
schools were 51/. 18s. 6d.; from the 550 children in the Wesleyan 
schools, 54/. 13s. 3d.; and from the 734 children in the Moravian 
schools, 99/. Os. 7d.; giving an average of 1s. 2d. per head in the 
Anglican schools, 1s. 11d. per head in the Wesleyan, and of 2s. 8d. 
per head in the Moravian schools, 


27. I annex a copy of the report by Mr. Fraser, the Inspector 
of Schools, with copy of a table showing the results of his 
examinations for 1882, 


28. The value of imported goods was 46,9271, and the duties 
derived therefrom 5770/.; in 1881 the value of these goods was 
59,582/., and the duties 8,3651, showing a decrease in 1882 of 
12,6551. in the values, and of 2,595/. in the duties. The decrease 
is due to an over-stocked market in 1881, and to diminished trade, 
consequent on the small sugar crop in 1882; and, also, to the 
crops raised by the labourers, of Indian corn and other provisions, 
which were abundant, having met their wants without recourse to 
imported bread stuffs. 

‘The value of imports from Great Britain was 24,3761. from 
British Colonies 22,531, and from foreign countries 204. 
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since 29. The value wf exported goods was 48,245/., of which 48,1861: 
were the produce and manufacture of the Colony, in 1881 the 
figures were respectively 83,524/., and 83,582. 


30. The following were the principal articles of local production 
and manufacture which were exported. 


— Quantity. | Value. 
£ 

Cattle (neat) - - - - 131 1,048 
Cedar wood - - - - 74 
Cocoa - - - - Bags 60 210 
Cocoa-nuts - - - . - 813,545 2,847 
Fowls - - - - Dozen 216 162 
Goats - - - - - 355 177 
Hardwood - . - - - _— 12 
Hides - - - - - 156 29 
Horses - - - - - 19 190 
Limejuice - - - - Pun. 31 155 
Logwood - . - - ‘Tons 184 50 
Molasses’ - - - - Pan. 657 2,628 
Pigs : . " - 138: 103 
Rum - - - : Pun. 204 2,040 
Sheep - - - - - 28 21 
Sugar - - - - Hhds: 3,068 37,768 

Wood fuel - - - - Cord 561 505 


31. The subjoined table shows the number of vessels which 
entered and cleared at the port of Scarborongh in 1882 and in 
the previous two years. The Royal mail steamers, and the direct 
line steamers, which began to call here in June last, are now 
included in the shipping returns, hence the increase in the numbers 
in this table for the year 1882. 


No. of | No.of | No.of | No | woof | No.of 


Year. Vessels Vessels 

aatowelh Tons. Crews. nlenvatl. Tons. Crews. 
1880 134 6,901 721 129 7,603 771 
1881 145 7,788 779 146 8,093 811 
1882 151 26,837 2,247 143 23,676 2,116 


32. The prison return exhibits a genera! decrease in commit- 
ments, and a considerable decrease in those for penal imprison- 
ment. The daily average in prison was only 27° 3, and the daily 
average on the sick list 6-5. There was no death in the prison. 
The debtor’s Ordinance, which abolished imprisonment for debt, 
having been brought into operation on the 31st December 1881 
there were no commitments for debt in 1882. The table here- 
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under gives a comparative statistical return for the last three  Tonaqo. 
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33. The criminal statistics compare favourably with former 
years, In the inferior courts there were fewer cases and fewer 
‘convictions; while in the superior courts there were only four 
convictions, one for arson and three for other offences against 


property, 


Comparison of last three Years 


CO  -—-—-—-—-—-— oreo 


ae | 1880. 1881. | 1882. 

Number of cases before the magistrates - 1,132 983 866 | 
Number of summary convictions :— 

Offences against the person - - 92 107 91 

Preedial larceny - - - - 17 28 15 

Other offences against property - - 17 34 41 

Other offences - - - - 396 801 253 
Number of convictions in superior courts :— 

Offences against the person - - 6 3 — 

Arson - - - - - — 1 1 

Other offences against property - - 2 2 3 
Number of persons acquitted :— 

In the inferior courts - > - 121 a7 142 

In the superior courts = - - - 6 — 1 


34. The hospital return shows that 69 male and 26 patients 
were admitted during the year, and that 13 male and 11 female 
patients remained in hospital from the previous year; thus 82 
males and 37 females, making a total of 119 patients, were in 
hospital in 1882, but 5 of these were children not suffering from 
disease, and only admitted with their parents. The daily average 
in hospital was 27. There were 18 deaths. The death-rate on 
the number treated was 15°78, and on the bed-rate 66 - 66 per 
cent. 

35. ‘The year 1882 was 2 very trying year for the planters. 
The excessive drought, commencing in December of the previous 
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year and continuing until the middle of May, seriously injured 
the sugar crop then being reaped, retarding, too, the growth of the 
canes for the present year. To this may mainly be attributed the 
very small quantity of sugar that was made. 

36. But much of the depression which weighs on the Colony is 
owing to the scant means given to the cultivation of the soil. The 
land is fertile, and seems well adapted for the sugar cane. The 
yield of sugar per acre from a well-cultivated field is large, and 
the quality of it is good. Were more money and more attention 
bestowed on the cultivation of the soil the beneficial results would 
be felt throughout the Colony. As now conducted, the estates do 
not give continuous employment to the labourers, who, were 
matters differently managed, would be found too few in number 
for the work to be done. Capital, immigrant Jabour, and an im- 
proved system are needed; with these, and if possible with more 
proprietors residing in the Island, who would have at heart the 
well-being and advancement of its people, and the genera] develop- 
ment of its resources, ‘Tobago would soon again be found a thriving 
Colony.- 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) Epwarp Laxporpbe. 
His Excellency 
Governor Robinson, C.M.G., 
&e. &e. &e. 


Sir, Pembroke Cottage, March 13, 1883. 

I nave the honour to submit to the Board of Education 
the subjoined table (A) embodying the results of my examination 
of the Government aided schools of this Colony for 1882. ‘There 
is also-a table (B) showing the amount of fees received by each 
school during that year. 

2. In compliance with the request of the Rev. A. H. Aguilar, 
aud on his stating to me that he would apply to have the Good- 
wood (Wesleyan) School replaced on the list of aided schools, I 
made an examination of it on the basis of the present rules, the 
result of which is hereto appended (C). 

3. It is perhaps necessary for me to remind the Board that the 
present examination has been governed entirely by the new rules 
framed and passed while I was away in Europe on leave. 

4. A reference to the principal table will show that notwith- 
standing the change in the rules the Government grant, supple- 
mented this year by 50/. has again been exceeded. The total 
sum earned and the claims for school material and schoolmistresses 
amount to 719/. 14s. 9d., making an overplus of 1692 14s. 9d. 

5. Only one school has attained first class, the Scarborough 
Wesleyan. It is well, however, to observe that this was mainly 
owing to the teacher, Mr, Prince, having judiciously refrained from 
presenting children of the first grade who would, by incveasing 
is divisor, have tended to reduce his premium. Had the same 
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judgment been exercised with regard to some of the other schools 
they would probably. have gained first class positions also. I 
confess that in this respect I am pleased with the alteration in the 
rules, as it operated to prevent the examination papers being 
crowded with the names of children barely able to do the rudi- 
ments. The pupils here were consequently of a fair standard 
and, on the whole, were equally advanced in all the subjects for 
which they were presented. It would be well if the more advanced 
subjects were limited to pupils attaining a decent standard in 
reading and writing. 

6. With the object of rousing the interest of those having charge 
of the schools, and to incite them to procure a proper supply of 
books and other material, I assigned a proportion of two and half 
out of the six marks, which I am empowered to give under rule 
20 to the schools I found properly furnished. I accordingly gave 
the maximum of marks to the Moriah and Montgomery schools, 
as in this respect, as in every, other I found them fit models for the 
other schools to imitate. To the Scarborough Wesleyan school I 
would also have assigned the whole number of marks if it had not 

_been deficient in school material. Application was made to me to 
increase the marks I had given to the Bethesda and Mason Hall 
schools, but I did not think it prudent to alter my decision lest I 
should receive similar applications on behalf of other schools, 
The Bethesda school, and also the Whim and St. John’s, had fallen 
below the third class; but I prefer, under rule 27, to recommend 
them to the Board for third class grants. 

7. I regret that Bible history has been so graded as to make it 
almost doctrinal. The tendency in England now is to the ex- 
clusion of the religious element, leaving biblical knowledge to be 
imparted in Sabbath schools or on days specially set apart for the 
purpose. If taught it should be confined to a general, knowledge 
of the historical parts of the Old Testament. It would perhaps be 
better if the schools were made altogether undenominational. 
Considering that the amount of the grant and the school fees 
together exceed the salaries of the teachers it will be admitted 
that the schools are virtually supported by the Government, the 
ministers merely providing the buildings and exercising super- 
vision and control. , 

8. I am sorry that the suggestion in section 9 of my last report, 
with respect to Fridays being given up as a regular school day, 
has not received the consideration of the Board, for I am more 
than ever convinced that its adoption would have a salutary effect. 
It being borne in mind that the children are mainiy from the 
labouring class and that their parents require them for household 
duties, I submit that Monday to Thursday inclusive would suffice 
for their educational wants. 

9, The only schools fully supplied with books and other neces- 
sary material are the Moravian schools and St. Mary’s, St. Paul’s, 
St. John’s, and Parlatuvier. Section 2 of the rules makes it a 
condition precedent that a schoo! be properly furnished to entitle 
it to receive Government aid. Unless those now mentioned ag 
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deficient are supplied by the close of the present half year, it will 
be my duty to draw the attention of the Board to them. I do not 
think it proper for me to obtrude my suggestions as to the number 
or character of the books, &c., needed. 

10. I examined nine pupils presented by the Moriah, Scar- 
borough Wesleyan, Scarborough Anglican, Mount St. George, 
and St, Mary’s schools in the sixth grade subjects with the view to 
their being employed at some future time as pupil teachers. The 
results are as follows :— 


1. Samuel E. Morris, Moriah - - Passed 
2. William Sampson, Moriah - - - “ 
3. John Davis, St. Mary’s - “ - a 
4, Archie C. John, Moriah - - - a 
5. William John, Moriah ~ - - 5s 
6. Henrietta Edwards, Mt. St. George . _ 
7. James Phillip, Scarborough Wesleyan - Failed 
8. Calver Proctor, Scarborough Anglican — - ¥ 
9. Samuel Peterkins, Scarborough Auglican - " 


Samuel Morris stood prominently in advance of the others, 
exhibiting in his answers much intelligence. 

11. I regret having to say that this examination so far as I am 
personally concerned has been by no means as satisfactory as I 
should have wished; for the hurry with which I was forced to 
proceed with it, at much inconvenience, immediately on my return 
to Tobago and without any preparation caused me to omit several 
matters which I had been anxious to inquire into. I more par- 
ticularly regret this, as I visited several schools of a similar charac- 
ter in England with the object of observing their system of in- 
struction and examination. 

12. Remarking the steady progress made by the schools every 
year since they have been under Government supervision and 
have been paid by results, and noting the gradual increase in the 
number of children, I cannot help thinking that there will be the 
ever-recurring difficulty of dealing with the premiums earned. 
Year by year, owing to the efforts of the teachers and the increase 
in the schools, the amount voted has been exceeded by the 
premiums, necessitating reductions to bring it within the grant. 
If the resolution of the Board, passed some years ago, as to the 
desirability of having compulsory education had then been carried 
into effect the claim for primary education would now have been 
considerably larger than it is. But even without this the difficulty 
of meeting the ciaim constantly looms before us; and education 
here presents the aspect of an army ever swelling in numbers and. 
advancing on us with resistless march, while, as yet, we have been 
eoping only with its van. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) S. J. Fraser, 
Inspector of Schools. 
Hon. Albert Lewis, Q.C., 
Chairman Board of Education. 
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A.—TABLE showing Resvutts of EXAMINATION of GOVERNMENT AIDED ScHOooLge for 1882. 


No. of 


¢ & Marks 
Pupils Average Marks gained. 
Name and Religious Denomination. in | Exa- | daily |Divisor. ene | Reoutt. | 16 | otal 
School | minates.| Attend- Marks es Marks 
in ance. Ist 2nd 8rd 4th ; a6, 
1882. Grade. | Grade. | Gradé. | Grade. : . 
ANGLICAN. 
Scarborough - - - - - . 129 92 90 92 136 378 234 176 924 10 5 15 
The Whim - - - - - - 101 38 42, 83 62 61 52 248 6'2 2 8°2 
Plymouth - - - - - - - 104 78 56 78 147 252 213 108 720 3 12 
St. Patrick - - - - - - 113 61 61 61 115 184 189 216 704 11°50 4 16°50 
Les Coteaux - - - - . - 95 46 48 48 76 224 177 68 4 15 
Farlatuvier > - - - - - 44 22 25 25 56 64 51 28 199 8 2 10 
St. Mary - - - - . - - 117 72 68 72 75 178 267 292 812 11 5 16 
St. Paul - - - - - - - 93 44 44 44 73 80 1382 28 313 rf 5 12 
St.John - - - - - - . 58 29 «84 34 26 30 21 — 77 2 2 4 : 
854 482 468 496 787 1,452 1,335 968 4,542 75°70 $2 107°70 
MoRAVIAN. 
Moriah - - - - - - - 115 112 91 112 115 866 309 604 1,394 12°44 6 18°44 
» infant - - - - - - 170 51 93 98 52 _ =— —_ aa = a 
Montgomery - - - - - - 151 92 67 92 132 346 336 228 1,102 12 6 18 
is Infant - - - - - 162 102 89 102 — — = a i = 
Bethesda - - - - - - - 84 63 58 63 8 122 105 82 340 5°25 4 9°25 
682 420 398 462 428 834 750 864 2,936 29°69 16 45°69 
WESLEYAN. 
Scarborough - - - - - - 116 66 66 6 53 224 267 476 1,020 15°50 5 20°50 
Mount St. George - - - : - 120 114 73 114 137 242 1382 312 7°18 4 11°18 
Mason Hall - - - - - - 86 73 64 7 68 200 210 140 618 8°50 4 12°50 
Ebenezer - - - - - - - 95 56 52 56 103 164 lll 136 514 9 3 12 
Mount Stuart - - - - - - 75 56 46 56 82 94 207 76 459 8°2 2 10°2 
Castara’ - - - - - - - 58 31 29 31 58 140 48 100 846 beh 2 13 
550 396 330 396 501 1,064 975 1,240 3,780 59°38 20 79°38 
Grand total - - - - 2,086 1,298 1,196 1,354 1,716 4,250 3,060 8,072 11,258 { 164°77 68 282°77 
*Bon Accord (Moravian) - - - - 52 
2,138 


* Bon Accord School was not examined, having been closed at the end of last year (1882) for lack of support by the inhabitants of the district. 
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A.—Table showing Results of Examination of Government aided Schools for 1882—continued. 


J 


Class tee Amount Amount 
No. Name and Religious Denomination. of Class Grant. | Capitation Grant. _ for __ for Total. 
School. Appliances, &c. Sewing Mistress. 
ANGLICAN. £ ed. £ 3d £ s.d. & «8. d. £s5.d 
1 Scarborough - - - - - - 2 18 0 0 23 0 0 42 0 60 0 51 2 0 
2 The Whim c - - - - - 3* 12 0 0 712 0 119 2 6 0 0 27. 11 3 
3 Plymouth - - - - - - - 3 12 0 0 1512 0 215 2 6 0 0 36 7 2 
4 St. Patrick - - - - - - 2 18 0 0 15° 5 0 3 6 6 6 0 0 4211 6 
5 Les Coteaux - - - - - - 2 18 0 0 1110 0 219 0 6 0 0 388 9 0 
6 Parlatuvier - - - - - - 3 12 0 0 48 0 11210 6 6 0 24 010 
q St. Mary - - - - - - - 2 18 0 0 1s 0 0 312 0 6 0 0 4512 0 
8 St.Paul - - - - - - - 3 12 0 0 816 0 Soi F 6 0 0 28.17 7 
9 St.John - - - - - - - 3* 122 0 0 516 0 1S 7 6 0 0 2511 7 
132 0 0 109 19 0 24 310 54 0 0 820 210 
MORAVIAN. 
1 Moriah - - - - - - - 2 18 0 0 28 0 0 412 0 6 0 0 5612 0 
2 fe Infant - - - - - - — 12 00 5 2 0 114 2 _ 1816 2 
3 Montgomery - - - + - - 2 18 0 0 23 0 0 420 600 bE 2 0 
4 ss Infant - - - - - aoe 12 0 0 416 0 213.9 — 3 9 7 
5 Bethesda - - - - - - - a* 12. 016 1212 0 292 6 0 0 38 12 
72 0 0 7310 0 14 10 11 18 0 0 178 011 
WESLEYAN. 

1 Scarborough - = : - - - 1 24 0 0 1916 0 47 a 600 54 3 7 
2 Mount St. George - - - - - 3 1200 2216 0 25-7 6 0 0 43 1 7 
3 Mason Hall - - - - - - 3 12 0 0 1412 0 218 2 6 rp 385 5 2 
4 Ebenezer - - - - - - - 3 12 0 0 11 4 0 2 6 4 6 0 0 3110 4 
5 Mount Stuart - - - - - - 3 20 0 it 40 26 4 6 00 3110 4 
6 Castara = - . - - - - - 3 12 0 0 6 40 116 0 600 26 6 0 
84 0 0 816 0 . 1515 0 86 0 0 22111 0 
Grand total ~ - - - 288 0 0 269 5 0 54 9 9 108 0 0 719 14 9 


* These three schools have not attained the requisite number of marks for 8rd Class, but are recommended for support. 
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received by the ScHoots in 1882. 


Oh ed. 


51 18 


99 9 


6 
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Resuits of Examination of Goopwoop (WsxstzyAn) Scoot. 
eet cs 


No. of pupils in 1882. 
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Average daily attendance. 


Examinates. 
Divisor. 


Marks gained. 


4th grade. 


Total marks. 


30 | 67 | 48 | 51 | 20 |176| 5°9 


Result, 


Marks for organisation, &c. 


Total marks. 
Class of school. 
Class grant. 


3 


£ 
2/7°9) 3/12 


Capitation grant. 


Amount for appliances. 


Amount for sewing mistress. 
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Sr. Lucra. ST. LUCIA. 


No. 7. 


Governor Roginson, C.M.G., to the Right Hon, the Earn 
or DERBY. 


My Lorp, Barbados, March 10, 1883. 
I wave the honour to transmit the report of acting 
Administrator Dix on the St. Lucia Blue Book for 1882. 

2. In reference to the proposed introduction of a similar 
system into Saint Vincent, I would draw attention to the success 
which has attended the working of the new system of collecting 
the Excise Duty on rum. I append a statement, for your Lord- 
ship’s information, showing the manner and cost of its collection. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) Wrii1~14m RoBrnson. 
The Right Hon. 
The Earl of Derby, 
&e. &e. 


ADMINISTRATOR Dix to GOVERNOR ROBINSON. 


Sir, Government House, February 27, 1883. 
I nave the honour to submit to-your Excellency the follow- 
ing report on the Blue Book of this Colony for the year 1882. 
2. The Blue Book is now in the hands of the printers and 
shall be forwarded as soon as completed. * 


‘J 
Taxes, Duties, &e. 


3. The Trade Ordinance, 1881, which came into force on the 9th 
day of December of that year continued in operation during the 
year 1882. The import duties were levied under this Ordinance, 
A copy of the tariff is annexed. 

4. The tonnage duty of one shilling and eight pence per ton 
levied on account of General Revenue on vessels entering and 
clearing with cargo was abolished on the Ist day of June 
last. 

5. The rate payable for a licence to distil rum was reduced by 
Ordinance No. 21 of 1881 from 1002. to 502, and took effect on 
the Ist January 1882. 

6. With the above exceptions the taxes and duties remained 
the same as in the year 1881. 
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Revenue and Expenditure. 


7. The total amount of “General Revenue” for 1882 was 
38,9521. 17s. 11d., and the total expenditure 34,7721. 9s. 7d. 

8. The following comparative statement shows the general 
revenue and expenditure in the last five years :— 


en Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ £& 
1878 : - 2 : 28,297 32,757 
1879 : - x . 31,872 32,090 
1880 : 4 : : $2,431 31,918 
1881 - ~ - - ' $2,291 32,653 
1882 - - ” - 38,953 84,772 


9. The large increase in the revenue of 1882 as compared with 
that of 1881 is attributable in a great degree to the financial 
measures introduced and carried out by his Honour Mr. Golds- 
worthv. 

10. The following statement shows the sources of revenue in 
which the increase has chiefly taken place :— | 


ee | 1881. | 1882, | Increase. 

£ £ £ 
Import duties - - - 17,592 19,580 1,988 
Rum (excise) duties - - 6,118 9,449 3,331 
Road tax (excise) duties - 1,218 1,923 705 
Stamp duties - - - 237 821 584 
Fines, forfeitures, and fees - |. 1,977 2,333 356 


a 


11. The amount collected from the excise duty on rum in 1882 
is the largest ever realised in any one year ; fully bearing out the 
opinion expressed by Mr. Goldsworthy in his report on the Blue 
Book for 1881 as to the cause which led to the falling off in the 
revenue from this source. Without one exception every licensed 
distillery has accounted for a much larger quantity of rum made 
since the Ordinance providing that no distillation should be 
carried on except in the presence of a revenue officer came into 
operation. In some cases the quantity was more than doubled. 
The following comparative statement showing the quantity of 
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Tum accounted for at the several licensed distilleries in the year, 
1881 and 1882 respectively speaks for itself :— 


Accounted | Accounted 
Name of Estate. for in 1881. | for in 1882. Increase. 
First District. Gallons. Gallons. Gallons. 
Marquis - - - fa 8,851 9,920 6,069 
Ressource - - ~ : 6,213 9,026 2,813 
Second District. 
Palmiste - “ - - 2,608 6,055 8,447 
Ruby - - - - 5,276 9,701 4,425 
Reunion - - - - 5,493 10,547 5,054 
Mt. Lezard - - - - 1,679 6,729 5,050 
Third District. 
Fonds - = = = = 5,022 8,313 3,291 
Total _ - - 30,142 60,291 80,149 


12. The expenditure of 1882 was considerably larger than that 
in 1881, arising chiefly from the maintenance of a more efficient 
staff of revenue officers, and, as will be seen below, a larger expen- 
diture on account of public works. 


13. The surplus of revenue over expenditure was 4,180/, the 
largest obtained for very many years past. 


14. Of the loan of 4,000. from “ General Revenue ” to the Cas- 
tries Town Board there remained due at the close of the year the 
sum of 2,8007. The annual instalments and interest on the Joan 
are regularly paid by the Board. 


Local Revenues and Expenditure, 


15. The revenue on account of the several local or special funds 
in 1882 was as follows :— 


SA ge 
Casual revenue of the Crown - ea! STR eS A1T 
Castries town fund - - - 1,895 5 10 
Towns’ and villages’ fund - > 459°" 2-'3 
Police and revenue officers reward 
fund - - - - 1G. “2.5 
Tmmigration fund - - - 5,088 8 1 
Total revenue - = 8,124 “5 AG 
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16. The expenditure was as follows :— Leste icth, 
Casual revenue of the Crown - - 72:18..5 
Castries town fund - - ~ 1,932 4.11 
‘Towns’ and villages’ fund - - 806 9 2 
Police and revenue officers reward 
fund - - - = 34-3. 0 
Immigration fund - - - 3,181 6 6 
Total expenditure + 6,027 2 0 


17. The aggregate amount to the credit of the special funds 
including the sum of 6,000/. in deposit at interest in the Colonial 
Bank on account of the “ Immigration Fund,” was at the close of 
the year 8,718/. 12s, 2d. 


Public Debt. 


18. The public debt of the Colony at the cl se of 1882 was 
33,000/., composed as follows :— 
Central sugar factory debentures ie. 


undrawn - “ - 27,100 
Immigration debentures —- - 5,900 
Total - - - 33,000 


19. These debentures bear interest at the rate of six per cent. 
per annum. An amount sufficient to meet the interest and to 
forma sinking fund for the redemption of the debentures is 
regularly remitted to the Crown agents, The sum required for 
the Central Factory debentures is a charge upon the “ General 
Revenue; ” that for the Immigration debentures upon the 
*¢ Immigration Fund.” 


Public Works. 


20. The sum of 3,645/. 13s. 10d. was expended in the up-keep 
of the public roads and bridges. 

21. A new hospital with surgeons’ quarters and out-offices was 
erected at Dennery on the windward side of the island, at a cost 
of 1,445/. 4s. 4d. It is capable of containing 30 beds, and is in- 
tended chiefly for the accommodation of the indentured Indian 
immigrants located on the estates in that quarter. It was opened 
for the reception of patients on the 22nd day of July last. Besides 
the resident surgeon, it has a staff consisting of a matron, an 
assistant matron, and a cook. 

22. A lighthouse was in the course of erection at the “ Vigie,” 
a small promontory on the northern side of the entrance to the 
Castries harbour, during the year, and was completed on the Ist 
February last. The light, a dioptric apparatus of the fifth order, 
is at an elevation of about 300 feet above sea level. It is a fixed 
red light, and will be exhibited every night from the above date. 
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$r.Lvcta. A signal station has also been established at the same place, whence 
wee also the mid-day signal gun is fired. : 

23. A considerable sum was expended on the “ Court House,” 
which was in a ruinous state, and on other public buildings. 
The total expenditure on account of Public Works, including 
roads and bridges, was 6,146/. 4s. 

24, A survey of the harbour of Castries with the view of 
ascertaining the feasibility of removing certain shoals and rocks 
which obstruct the easy approach of steamships to the wharves 
was undertaken by Mr. George L. Good, the engineer sent out 
for the purpose by Sir John Coode. His official report has not 
yet been received, but from what he stated to me personally I 
understood that there are no obstructions in the harbour which 
cannot be removed easily by dredging. A powerful steam dredge 
will be required for the purpose, and the first cost of the dredge, 
and the working expenses, will no doubt entail a heavy outlay, 
but the amount required can without difficulty be raised on 
debentures ; the interest on which, and a sinking fund for their 
redemption can, in the present prosperous condition of the 
Colony, be easily provided. 


Legislation. 


25. Ten Ordinances were passed during the year, of which the 
following are the most important. 

No. 1.—6th January 1882 “to regulate the dispensing, and 
“ sale of drugs and poisons in this Colony.” | 

No. 2.—llth April 1882. “To promote the introduction of 
“ asricultural labourers from Barbados into this Colony.” 

No. 5.—9th May 1882. “To empower the Governor to 
“ appoint land surveyors to survey the boundaries of land in 
«¢ this Colony.” : 

No. 6—9th May 1882. “To provide in respect of cemeteries.” 
No. 8.—Ist June 1882. “To amend the Tax Ordinance 
1875.” 

No. 9.—2nd August 1882. “To demonetize Silver dollars.” 

No. 12.—4th September 1882. ‘To provide for the attend- 
‘¢ ance of prisoners as witnessses in criminal proceedings.” 

26. By Ordinance No. 8 the tonnage duty of Is. 8d. per ton 
levied on vessels under “The Tax Ordinance, 1875,” was 
abolished. 

Civil Establishment. 


27. Mr. Goldsworthy was appointed to administer the Govern- 
ment of St. Vincent in July, and returned to St. Lucia on the 
Qist of September. In November he was appointed to administer 
the Government of Grenada. On both occasions I was appointed 
to administer the Government of this Colony, and have continued 
to do so up to the present time. : 

28. Dr. I. Worrell Carrington, D.C.L., was appointed Chief Jus- 
tice of St. Lucia in succession to Mr. James Armstrong, C.M.G., 
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and arrived in the Colony on the 2nd May last. Dr. 
Carrington is, as was his predecessor, also Chief Justice of the 
Island of Tobago. 

29. Mr. T. Newton Browne was appointed Chief Clerk in the 
Government Office and Clerk of Councils in the room of Mr. 
Charles I. McLeod appointed Provost Marshal of St. Vincent, 
and Mr. Charles Meagher 2nd clerk in Government office was 
appointed Chief Clerk in the Treasury vice Mr. Charles Clements 
appointed Chief Clerk in Government Office St. Vincent. 

30. The following changes and appointments were made in the 
Treasury, Customs, and Inland Revenue departments and in the 
Audit Office. Mr. I. I. Meagher acted as treasurer between Ist 
May and L8th July, and again between 31st July and 20th 
September. Mr. John Semper acted as treasurer between 27th 
November and 11th December, Mr. H. Hastings Mitchell acting 
as auditor in his room for the same period. Mr. D. Gloster 
Garraway was appointed to act as treasurer on the 11th 
December, and continues to do so up to the present time. Mr 
EK. W. Lord, Junior Sub.-Inspector of Police, was appointed 
Chief Landing Waiter and Revenue Officer, his former office 
being abolished. Messrs. E. L. Richardson, A. Lacorbiniere, 
E. H. Moore, I. E. Peirce, A. Palmer and H. Barrow were 
appointed Landing Waiters and Revenue Officers. Mr. H. H. 
Mitchell, Auditors’ clerk, was appointed 2nd clerk, and Mr. 
George Smith, 3rd clerk in the Treasury, and Mr. Francis 
Fergusson was transferred. from the Treasury to the Audit Office. 
Mr. Frangois Loustan, and Mr. R. John Dick, Landing Waiters, 
were removed and placed upon the pension list. 

31. The following changes and appointments were made in the 
Medical department :—Messrs. ]. W. Montieth and G. P. Doyle 
were appointed Colonial Assistant Surgeons and Immigration 
Medical Officers in the room of Messrs. R. M. Freeman and 
W. Duncan, transferred to the Medical department of British 
Guiana, Mr. 5S. F. Proctor was appointed a Colonial Assistant 
Surgeon, &e., vice Dr. Monteith, deceased, and Mr. M. P. Duke 
was appointed to the new office of 5th Colonial Assistant Surgeon 
and Immigration Medical Officer, and placed in charge of the 
new Hospital at Dennery. | 

32. Mr. Albert Codé was appointed Land Surveyor under 
* The Boundaries Settlement Ordinance, 1882.” 


Population and Vital Statistics. 


33. The following information has been supplied by the Registrar 
of Civil Status :—The population on the 1st day of January 1882 
numbered 39,289 souls. During the year 1,692 births and 827 
deaths were registered. These figures do not include still-births. 
Thebirth-rate per cent. of the population was 4°31, and the death- 
rate 2:10. There were 106 still-births. The still-births repre- 
sent 6°26 per cent. of the live births. The national increase of 
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the population was 865, which raised the population to a total of 
40,154 souls on the 31st December 1882. 
There was no Coolie immigration in that year. 


Savings Banks. 


34. The number of depositors at the close of the year was 126, 
and the amount in deposit 923/. 6s. 3d. The amount deposited 
during the year was 8241 7s. Od. and-the amount withdrawn 
414/. 3s. Od. Depositors receive interest at the rate of 3 per 
cent. per annum on their deposits. 

35. District Savings Banks at Soufriere, in the Second Dis- 
trict, and Vieuxfort, in the Third District, are about to be estab- 
lished. 

Ecclesiastical. 

36. No change has been made in this establishment. The 
Roman Catholic clergy receive 1,100/, and the Protestant clergy 
4001. of the Legislative Vote of 1,500/. as heretofore. 


Education. 


37. No change has been made in the system of education. The 
Legislative Vote of 1,150/. is equally divided between the Pro- 
testant and Roman Catholic committees. 


Trade. 


38. The following statement shows the value of the imports 
and exports for the last three years :— 


eres Imports. Exports. 

£ £ 
1880 - - - - 127,362 194,695 
1881 - - - - 120,135 168,479 
1882 z ; “ : 133,500 222,719 


peda (LeeLee Reeds Lan be i RE RRS Sable 2 ee LE See 

39. The following are the values of the imports and exports 
from and to the several countries with which trade has been carried 
on during the year 1882. | 


iene Imports. Exports. 

£ £ 
United Kingdom - - - 55,793 199,780: 
British Colonies  - - - 7751 1,348 
France - - - - LEVEY rere 3,964 
United States - - ~ 39,336 2,375 
Other Foreign Countries - - 9,443 15,252 


ey ee 


133,500 222,719 


rm 


Total 
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Shipping. 
40. The following comparative statements show the number, 
tonnage, and crews of Sailing Vessels and Steam Ships entered 
and cleared at the port of Castries in the years 1881 and 1882 :— 


Sailing Vessels. 


Entered. Cleared. 
No. Tons. | Crews. No. Tons. | Crews. 
1881 - . -| 187 | 18,022] 1,119} 190 | 17,244] 1,169 
1882 - - - 220 20,933 1,363 220 21,364 1,382 


Steam Ships. 


Entered. Cleared. 


No. | Tons. Crews. No. Tons. Crews. 


1881 - _ -| 188 | 170,063] 5,748] 134 | 170,417| 5,780 


1882 - - - 139 180,954 5,560 138 180,048 5,520 


41. Of the sailing vessels which entered the port in 1882, 163, 
with a burthen of 12,984 tons, were British, 5 were American, 1 
Austrian, 1 Danish, 4 Dutch, 36 I’rench, 5 German, and 5 
Norwegian, with an aggregate burthen of 7,949 tons ; and of the 
steam ships, 115, with a burthen of 165,690 tons, were British, 
and 24, with a burthen of 15,264 tons, were French. 


Agriculture, 


42, The following statement exhibits the quantities of the staple 
products of the Colony exported in the last three years :— 


Sugar. | 1880. | 1881. 1882. 
Muscovado - - - Lbs. 18,332,800 | 9,481,250 12,974,500 
Usine - - ” 1,420,160 1,836,800 3,839,360 
Molasses - - - - Galls. 250,200 226,800 304,500 
Rum mid ” - HD 55 195 62 90 
Cocoa» - Lbs. 438,108 | 524,612 302,262 
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Gaols and Prisoners. 


43. The number of persons committed to prisun in 1882 was 
394. Of these 177 were for safe custody till trial or for want of 
security, and 217 for purposes of penal imprisonment, of which 
latter number 153 were men and 64 women. 

44, Of the number of persons committed to penal imprisonment, 
13 were for one year or more but less than five years, 12 for 
more than three months but less than one year, and 192 for three 
months or less. 


Criminal Statistics. 


45. The following comparative table shows the number and 
discription of offences, and the number of apprehensions, convic- 
tions, and acquittals in the years 1880, 1881, and 1882 :— 


l 
— | 1880. | 1881. | 1882, 
Number of persons apprehended - - 1,930 2,089 2,141 
Number of Summary Convictions. 
1. Offences against the person - - - 212 200 234 
2. Preedial larceny - ~ - 48 84 28 
3. Offences against property other than preedial 
larceny - - - - - 57 98 101 
4. For other offences - . - - 485 449 730 
Number of Convictions in the Superior 
Courts. 
1. Offences against the person - - - 2 13 6 
2. Predial larceny - - - Z = _— a. 
3. Offences against property other than predial 
larceny - - - - - 8 16 11 
4. For other offences - - = = 1 2 
Number of Persons acquitted. 
1, In the inferior courts - - 1,110 1,119 1,019 
2. In the superior courts - - - 8 13 9 


46. This table shows an increase in the number of summary 
convictions in the classes of offences 1, 3, 4, but a marked dimi- 
nution in predial Jarceny, Class 2, and in the convictions in the 
Superior Courts in 1882, as compared with the previous year. 


General remarks. 


47. ‘The health of the island was uniformly good throughout 
the year. It has been said that the climate of St. Lucia is an 
unhealthy one; but that such is not the case can be seen by 
reference to the death-rate for many years past. The death-rate 
for the year under review was 2°10 per cent. only. 
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48. The sugar crop of the island generally was considerably 
above the average. The St. Lucia Central Sugar Factory, in 
which the Government is largely interested, turned out 1,670 
tons of crystallized sugar, more than double the quantity produced 
in the previous year. The net profit to the Company on the 
working account was 11,335/ 3s. 8d. 


49. Another Central Sugar Factory has been established in - 


the Mabouya Valley, on the eastern side of the island. The 
company to which it belongs is composed chiefly of gentlemen 
from the neighbouring French island of Martinique. The capital 
invested is 60,0007, out of which the Company purchased the 
estates of Mr. Emmanuel Du Boulay for the sum of 25,0001. 
Had these estates been offered for sale two years ago they would 
not, in all probability, have fetched half that sum. , 

50. As a further instance of the increasing value of property 
in the island I would mention the case of the estates in the 
valley of Roseau. In November 1879 they were sold for 4,7501., 
the purchasers sold them in January 1882 for 24,0001, and 
within the last few weeks they have again been sold for the sum 
of 56,000/. ‘The present proprietors have purchased these estates 
with the object of establishing a Central Sugar factory on a 
large scale in that valley also. 

57. The port of Castries has become a coaling station not 
only for merchant steam ships but also for vessels of war. 
During the year six ships of the United States Navy, the 
“ Vandalia,” “ Alliance,” “ Powhattan,” “ Enterprise,” ‘ Sher- 
nandoah,” and “ Kearsage” were coaled ; the largest, drawing 
22 feet of water, being able to come alongside the wharf. 

52. Women are chiefly employed in coaling the ships, and it 
affords them a very profitable employment. They are, generally, 
of the class which would otherwise earn but a very scanty subsis- 
tence. 

53. The British Fleet consisting of Her Majesty’s ships the 
“Northampton,” “ Dido,” “ Flamingo,” “ Fantome,” and “ Fire- 
brand,” under Vice Admiral Sir Leopold McClintock, visited St. 
Lucia on the 30th of January and remained in port a few 
days. 

4. An agricultural society has, as your Excellency is aware, 
been recently formed, which will no doubt contribute much 
towards the development of the natural resources of this fine 
island. 

Ihave, &c. 
(Signed) Macnamara Drx, 
Administrator. 
His Excellency 
Governor Robinson, C.M.G., 
&c. &e. &c. 
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Statement showing the Excise duty on Rum, and the manner and 
cost of its collection. 


1878. | 1879. 1880. | 1881. | 1882. 
Lots id: ££ gs ds £ Ges ds Bg, ad: 2-3) a. 
7,986 19 O 9,805 3 2 7,175 10 2 6117-18 7 9,448 17 3 


The Excise duty on rum is fixed by Ordinance No. 6 of 1875 
at 2s. 10d. for every gallon of proof, 25, according to the bubble, 
and at one penny half-penny additional for each degree above 
25. 

All distilleries are required to take out a licence in the first 
instance at a cost of 50/. per annum, and distillations take place 
under the immediate supervision of an Excise officer. 

Proprietors of distilleries pay at the rate of 3s. per diem for 
each day that the officer is in attendance at the distillery. There 
is no separate staff for the collection of the excise duty on rum; 
this duty, as is the case with all other public revenue, is paid into 
the Treasury. The officers connected with this department for 
the collection of revenue, generally, and the performance or 
Customs and Excise duties, are as follows :— 


£ 
Colonial treasurer - - - - 500 
Chief clerk, do. - - - - 150 
Second do. do. = - - - - 100 
Third do. do - - ~ - 90 
Chief landing waiter - - - 150 
Second do. do. - - - 125 
Third lending waiter - - - 115 
Four landing waiters, revenue officers, and 
allowances - - - - 500 
Sub-collector of customs - - - 650 
1,780 


= een 
Previous to 1882, when the present staff was fixed, the revenue 
department was as follows :— 


s 
Treasurer - ~ - - - 600 
Ist clerk - . - - 125 
2nd clerk - - - - 100 
Keeper of spirit warehouse - « - 100 
Commissions to sub-collectors ~ =i2 386 
1,005 


D. G. Garraway, 
easury, Acting H. M. Treasurer. 
3th February 1883. 
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ANTIGUA. 


No. 8. 


Administrator Porrer to the Right Hon. the Earu of DERBY. 


Government House, Antigua, 
My Lorp, July 14, 1883. 
I nave the honour to forward herewith the Blue Book of 
this Presidency for 1882, with my report thereon. 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) NEALE PorTER, 
The Right Hon. Administrator. 
the Earl of Derby, 
&e. &c. 


REPORT on the BLuE Boor of the PRESIDENCY OF 
ANTIGUA for the Year 1882. 


Government House, Antigua, 
July 14, 1883. 


REPORT. 


Finance. 
Revenue. Expenditure. 


47,0087. 53,7021. 


The revenue comprised 2,000/. raised at 4 per cent. to pay off 
that amount of debentures bearing interest at six per cent. 

In the expenditure was included 10,100/. repayment of local 
loan, 1,100/. contribution to Waterworks Sinking Fund, and 
2001, a fixed annual instalment, in repayment of money bor- 
rowed from the Government Savings Bank from time to time in 
aid of the revenue. This assistance has been availed of to the 
extent of 8,8001, of which amount 8,600/. remains due. No 
fixed interest is paid on this floating debt; the Savings Bank 
receives what is required for depositors’ interest in respect of it, 
and for the management of the Savings Bank department. There 
was a new charge on the Treasury in 1882, viz., this Presidency’s 
proportion of the purchase money of the colonial steam yaciit 
*‘ Nooya,” 9841. 7s. 6d., and of that vessel’s maintenance from 
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9th February to 31st December, 7211 12s. 10d. together 
1,7062. Os. 4d. 
81st Dec. 1882. 31st Dec. 1881. 


£ os. da. ctw ae 


Cash balance to credit of the Presi- 
dency - - - =~ 160° 2" 7,788 118 


Balance in hands of Crown Agents 1,365 17 9 471 14 3 


— — 


1,516 510 8,210 6 90 


Ea 
Trade. 
Imports. Exports. 
£ £ 
1882 - - - 179,717 ~ 270,845 
1881 - - - 151,883 ~ 178,581 
Agriculture. 


The quantity of sugar exported, regard being had at the same 
time to the price obtained, may be taken as the measure of 
prosperity enjoyed by that interest on the maintenance of which 
everything depends in this Island, unadapted as it is from climate 
and physical character for the cultivation of those other valuable 
tropical products which form no inconsiderable part of the 
resources of many of the British West India Islands. 

The crop of 1882 was large, viz., 15,103 hhds., against 10,193 
hhds. in 1881, and 14,824 hhds. in 1880. There were also ex- 
ported in 1882 8,350 puncheons of molasses. 

Of the crop of 1882 there were shipped to the United States 
of America 7,390 hhds., 940 tierces, and 1,692 barrels of sugar ; 
8 tierces = 2 hhds, 1 hhd. = 8 barrels, and 3,944 puncheons of 
molasses. 

These figures show that half of the staple produce of the 
Island was sold on the spot or shipped to America on planter’s 
account. | 

There is in this significant evidence of the extent to which the 
growers of sugar have become free from the control of English 


consignees. 
Legislation. 


There were two sessions of the General Legislative Council 
of the Leeward Islands, one in June, and another in November. 
In the former, fourteen Acts were passed, the most important 
being “an Act for the purchase of a steam vessel for the use of 
“the Colony of the Leeward Islands” and “an Act for the 
<¢ union of the Presidencies of St. Christopher and Nevis.” 
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Six Acts were passed in the second session; amongst them were, 
“an Act to further amend the Leeward Islands Act, 1871,” and 
“an Act to authorise the payment, under certain conditions, of an 
“ increased subsidy to the West India and Panama Telegraph 
“© Company.” 

In the Local Legislative Council of Antigua thirteen Acts were 
passed; of these may be mentioned “an Act to authorise the 
“‘ payment of a subsidy in aid of the education of the middle and 
“ upper classes of the population in Antigua.” 


Schools. 


Education in this Presidency, as in the other Islands consti- 
tuting the Colony of the Leeward Islands, is promoted by 
Government grants in aid under the Federal Act of 1874. 


Antigua, 
——— | 1875. | 1881. | 1882. 
Daily average attendance} - 1,830 2,394 2,381 


This return shows a slight decrease in 1882 as compared with 
1881, to be accounted for, probably, by the demand for the 
Jabour of children caused by a large sugar crop. 38 schools were 
aided, and the total amount given by the Government was 
9971. 16s. 

Act No. 10 of 1882 provides for the payment of an annual 
subsidy of 2002 for a period of ten years in aid of the education 
of the middle and upper classes of the Presidency, the object 
being to encourage the establishment of a suitable school of a 
high order. 


Vital Statistics. 


Antigua is unhappily distinguished from the other Presidencies 
constituting the Colony of the Leeward Islands, and, it may be 
added, from all the other West India possessions of the Crown, 
by the stationary, if not declining, number of her people. The 
report of Dr. McHattie, the Registrar-General, for 1882, states 
“the number of marriages registered was 137 against 224 in 
“ 1880. The number of births registered was 1,406, of deaths 
“1,465. The death rate for the year was 42°6 per 1,000, aud the 
“birth rate 40°9, and the mortality was greater during the last 
“ quarter of 1882 than it had been for any corresponding quarter 
“‘ of which I have any record. 

“ The excessive mortality, particularly among infants, is gene- 
rally attributed to defects in the system of medical relief for the 
labouring class. This however, is not correct, for though the 
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system of medical relief is by no means perfect, yet by it medical 
aid is brought within the reach of every person in the Island; 
the excessive mortality among our labouring population arises 
from a variety of causes, the principal of which are the want of 
proper sanitary regulations, defects in the water supply, the want 
of proper care of, and nourishment for, the children, but par- 
ticularly the gross neglect of the sick of all ages by their friends, 
which often renders fruitless all efforts on the part of the medical 
man to afford relief to the suffering.” 

The general correctness of the foregoing must, I fear, be ad- 
mitted, and although the Government has not been inactive, it 
behoves us to give increased attention to remedial local measures 
and practical administration, without which the abounding 
churches, schools, medical relief, and charitable institutions can 
only partially elevate and aid the people and benefit the com- 
munity at large. 

(Signed) NEALE PoRTER. 


MONTSERRAT. 


No. 9. 
Administrator PorTER to the Right Hon. the Eart or DErsy, 
Government House, Antigua, 
My Lorp, June 23, 1883. 
I Have the honour to transmit to your Lordship the Blue 
Book of the Presidency of Montserrat for the year 1882, with the 
Acting President’s report thereon. 


I have, &c. 
: (Signed) NEALE PORTER, 
The Right Hon. Administrator. 
The Earl of Derby, 
&e. &e. 


President’s Office, 
Sir, Montserrat, May 31, 1883. 
I nAve the honour to forward to his Excellency the 
Governor the Blue Book of this Presidency fur 1882 with the 
2ecompanying report thereon. 


Finance. 


enon Revenue. Expenditure. 


For 1881 - ~ - - - 5,817 


aise. - < - = “ - 5,692 
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The following is a comparative statement of the amounts received Monrsxxxat 


from the chief sources of revenue in 1881 and ‘1882 :— oar 
nena 1881. 1882. 
£ £ 
import duties - - - - 2,125 2,529 
Export ,, - - “ 431 480 


Excise duty on rum manufactured in the 
island and entered for home consumption 
2s. 6d. per imperial gallon, with extra 
1d. for every degree above proof, and a 


similar reduction below proof = - - 776 709 
Land and house tax of 15s. per 100/. of 
assessed value - - - - 1,188 1,194 
Horse tax of 9s. on each horse over two years 
ofage - - - - - 1 193 
Licenses for the retail of spirits, wines, &c. ~ 2 195 
4,934 5,300 


The increased revenue derived from imports in 1882 of 4002. is 
chiefly attributable to a duty of 2s. per barrel on wheat flour, which 
gave 256/. Prior to 1870 the duty on wheat flour was 4s. per 
barrel and from 1870 to 1881 flour waa free of duty, and on oilmeal, 
hitherto free, a duty of 1s. per 100 Ibs. was imposed in 1882, which 
gave 261. 5s. There was also in 1882 an increase of 1s. per im- 
perial gallon on imported brandy and whiskey; the former duty 
being 3s. per gallon; the increase gave 26/. 13s. 


Assets and Liabilities on 31st December 1882. 


Assets. Per eer 
Balance of deposit at Colonial Bank — - 815 7 
Cash in treasury - - - 178 14 2 
Crown Agents on Waterwork account - 9 8 6 
Waterworks Sinking Fund - - 4010 0 
230.8 3 
Liabilities. 
Arrears of Federal Expenditure :— 
ad, ee ae | 
Purchase of Nooya - - 187 10 0 
Upkeep of Nooya’ - a eS, | a Uy | 
Contribution to Establishments 67 16 4 
———-._ 306 3 5 
Sir O. Nugent; Gratuity = - - - 31 5 0 
Waterworks Debentures - - - 3,000 0 U 
Imperial Post Office - - ~ 8 8 
Crown Agents: Dr. Pilkington - eo ae 
3 4 year’s Waterworks Sinking 
Fund and Interest: - - 50° 0-0 
” Supplies - - -« Se Se 
» Money Order Account - 35 18 3 
3,491 8 9 
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The value of imports and exports for 1881 and 1882 :— 


- Imports. | Exports. 


£ £ 
1881 ‘ ; ‘ = : 25,346 35,205 
1882 5 3 ‘ és ‘ 28,780 38,120 


There has been during 1882 a marked improvement in the trade 
of the island. 


Shipping. 
Entered. Cleared. 
Year. |Steamers. neta § Tons. | Crew. Steamers. Lae ol Tons. | Crew. 
1881 - _- 243 6,891 922 _ 246 6,480 952 
1882 : 10 286 16,167 1,379 6 290 12,996 1,305 


These returns are exclusive of the Royal Mail Steamers, which 
call twice a month to land and take away mails and passengers. 

One of the steamers of Messrs. Scrutton, Sons, & Co.’s “ direct 
line” call here once a month taking freight and javieaNs for 
the islands and for the United Kingdom. 

The following tables show the chief articles of export in 1882 
as compared with 1881.° 


Sugar. Molasses. Pree non Lime Juice, raw. 
Year. Se eee 
Hhds. | Tons. | Barrels. | Puns. | Puns. | Hhds. | Puns. Hhds. 
1881 - 5 1,914 2,779 218 14 136 881 = 
1882 - 18 3,028 2,394 540 = 159 874 1 
(continued). 
cia eA RRA LL LEAL EDICT A AAO ee ee 
. Pickled Fresh P 
Lime Essence. Times, Limes. Tamarinds. Horned 
Year. a Cattle. 
Cases, Carboys. | Barrels, Boxes. Barrels. Kegs. 
(i AT Oe ee ee ee ee 
1881 - 4h 3 200 782 139 10 198 
— 150 216 221 13 126 
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Savings Bank. 
, Dr. . Ce. 
£ 8s. d, & es. d, 
— 7 depositors of less than 11. - - oi.) 1.6 
_ 7 PS over 1/., and less than 51. - -| 1614 5 
_ 2 ” po Sh ss) 100; - - 1119 6 
oa vires, Ohh yoo on SO -| 107 0 2 
od toy op SOLS ay ee 3s -| 2015 0 
-_ ee oe le tt ag Ne -| 9715 8 
9 hem a Ol ligne BOR owe -| 5417 8 
— 1 ” spat Obss Ass is SOL, - = 75 16 11 
—_ bos eo Oa 8 Ea -| 8 2 4 
= 1 ” » 1000. - - -{| 108 11 8 
Sao 580 14 4 
2110 7 Interest account. 
850 0 0 Deposits at Interest. 
209 3 9 | Cash. 
580 14 4 580 14 4 


The advantages of this institution are being better understood 
by the labouring” population and small tradesmen, who are availing 
themselves more generally of it to lay up their small savings. 


Population. 


jeer | Males. | Females, | Total. 
ee ia ee ee 


By census of 1881 - 4,639 : 5,444 10,083 


1882 - - “ = 445 221 


The birth and death rates on the population by the last census 
are for 1881: Births, 4°49 per 100; deaths, 1°92 per 100; for 
1882: Births, 4°41 per 100; deaths, 2°19 per 100; the still 
births in 1881 (16) were 3°53 per cent. of the births, and in 
1882 (11) 2°47 per cent. 


General Remarks. 


The island keeps up its reputation for healthiness. The cultiva- 
tion of the iand is being extended, and on an improved system. 
Land that a few years ago was sold in lots at 6/. per acre would now 
fetch 40/. per acre. ‘The labouring population are civil, and as a 
rule are obedient to the laws. The labourer enjoys many advan- 
tages which contribute to his comfort, hence the little desire there 
is to emigrate. 
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fonvsunnar, Lhe capitation rate of taxation on the revenue being 11s. com- 
— pares favourably with the rate of other colonies. 
I have, &c, 
‘ (Signed) J. Mwave, 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary Acting President. 
of the Leeward Islands, Antigua. 


St. Kirra, ST. KITTS. 


No 10. 
Administrator PorTEr to the Right Hon. the Earn or Derpy. 


Government House, St. Kitts, 
My Lorp, August 25th, 1883. 
I nave the honour to forward to your Lordship the Blue 
Book of the island of St. Christopher for the year 1882, with 
the Acting President’s report thereon. 


I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) NEALE PORTER, 
The Earl of Derby, 
&e. &e. 
Sir, President’s Office, August 21, 1883. 


T HAVE the honour to transmit the Blue Book for the past 
year, and to offer a few remarks on some of the principal heads 
of service recorded therein. 


Finance. 


£ ia? £ fier 
The receipts during the year 
from all sources of revenue 
were 5 : $2,861 17> 4 
Receipts Basseterre loan of 
principal, interest and fire 


insurance - - 14 4 ll 
33,666 2 3 
The expenditure was - 31,394 6 6 
Basseterre loan and interest - 762 17. 3 
Debit balance, January Ist - 392 1.2 
Arrears 1881, paid - - 7b. 6-6 
—_-———-- 32,624 1l 5 
Leaving a credit balance of - 1,041 10 10 


ee, 
In addition to this sum, amounts in the hands of the Crown 
Agents and the Federal Government were quite sufficient tao 


rw) 


liquidate any outstanding liabilities, 
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The balance in the immigration fund is 9,150/., which is 
invested jn the Colonial Bank at 3 per centum interest. 
A comparison with 1881 gives the following results :— 


Revenue. 
Increased, Decreased. 
eo ee, a 
Import duties - - 2,058 16 1] Fines” - - - 199 15 2 
Export duties = - - 481 18 0] Excise duty - - 180 6 38 
Cavalry tax - - 648 1 8 | Liquor licenses - - 85 0 0 
Export tonnage - - 857.15 8| Miscellaneous” - - 198 16 3 
Inward tonnage and pack- 
age - - - 886 11 7 
Judicial stamps - ~ - 211 16 10 
Small services  - - 6412 7 
Basseterre building loan- 21113 2 
4,421 5 2 663 17 8 
Revenue 1881 - - 29,908 14 9] Revenue 1882 - - 38,666 2 3 
34,329 19 11 34,329 19 11 
Expenditure. 
Increase. Decrease. 
# 6s. d. a 3; d. 
¥ederal eat - 1,666 12 2 Ecclesiastical —- - 807 10 7 
Purchase steamer 2 Pensions - - - 115) 9) 5 
Medical service - - 164 18 6| Census - - - 126 8 5 
Loss postal union - 206 0 O| Arrears - - - 400 0 0 
Works and buildings = - 467 9 §8| Basseterre protection 
Roads, streets, aud bridges 455 14 10 works - - - 974 6 2 
Sanitary - - - 183 9 5 | Expenses flood - - 843 13 4 
Arrears - - - 467 7 8| Small services - - 170.3: 3 
Militia © - - - 290 7 8 
Small services - - 226 411 
4,127 19 10 2,937 10 10 
Expenditure 1881 - 81,434 2 5 | Expenditure 1882 ~ 82,624 11 5 
35,562 2 8 35,562 2 3 


It is gratifying to notice a gradually increasing usefulness of the 
savings bank, but it is by no means to the extent that the pros- 
perous state of the island would lead one to expect. 


_ | 1880. 1881. | 1882. 
PATS: Seeds 10 aes Cmeneeeieronee ls 01 2. 0 Bigs eee a RENE Sees Bee sees She ht PR 

Depositors for less than 11. 5 9 16 
os 3 YH ak 11 14 29 

+ . + 102. - vf ll 8 

” ” 20/. - 1 12 10 

fi to BOL be 4 6 6 

% ‘ae a 3 3 5 

- ae oe 1 1 4 

” ” 60l. 7 1 1 4 

» a 0k 1 ae 9 

‘3 a Bblres- 1 ae Aa 

” » 90l. ™ 1 1 oan 

”? ” 1001. - 1 l 1 

over 1002. - - 5 7 9 


1,256/. 12s. 9d. | 1,932/, 14s. 11d.| 2,458/. 19s. 2d. 


ee 
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The only liability of the island is 1,2002. of the Basseterre 
Town Improvement Loan that has been absorbed, from time to 
time in the general revenue, and representing loans that have 
been paid off before the expiration of the period for which they 
were borrowed. 


Exports and Imports. 


The exports for the past four years have been— 


—— Sugar. Molasses. Rum. 
Hogsheads. Puncheons. Puncheons. 

1879 - - - 12,325 3,096 543 

1880 - - - 12,681 3,630 385 

1881 - - - 11,477 3,578 440 

1882 - - - 13,961 5,053 600 
The value of exports is returned as follows :— 

Produce British, 
and Foreign, and 
Exported to. Manufacture other Total. 
of the Colonial 
Presidency. Produce. 

United Kingdom: £ £ £ 
1879 - - - - 137,061 93 137,154 
1880 - - - ~ 128,165 _ 128,165 
1881 - - - - 129,338 _— 129,338 
1882 - - - - 171,151 _ 171,151 

British Colonies: 

1879 - _ rn : 3,752 9,496 13,248 
1880 - - - - 4,068 7,205 11,2738 
1881 - - - > 1,785 6,639 8,424 
1882 - - * - 10,449 11,979 22,428 
Foreign Colonies: 
1879 - - - - 16,346 9,476 25,822 
1880 - - - - 38,825 7,749 46,574 
1881 - - - - 67,547 7,772 75,319. 
1882 - - - - 60,577 7,330 67,907 


The value of imports for the same period has been— 


Ymports from 


£ £ 
United Kingdom - 91,355 77,205 80,452 | 
British Colonies “ 25,163 23,382 12,697 | 
‘ 60,725 66,940 76,530 
i 


Foreign Colonies 


1879. 


1880. 


1881. 
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Shipping. 
The tonnage entering for the past four years has been— 


Sailing Ships. Steamers. 


With Cargo. | In Ballast. | With Cargo.| In Ballast. 


British: 
1879 - - 3 21,234 4,419 Sie ake 
1880 - - - 17,577 3,810 91,395 -- 
1881 - P : 13,114 5,031 106,228 = 
1882 - 2 é 20,153 5,647 118,217 ay 
Foreign: 
1879 - - ~ 8 890 4,732 — — 
1880 - s Z 12,099 699 al Sr 
1881 - - - 10,760 1,254 _ — 
1882 - - - 13,325 877 _ — 
Legislation 


during the year was embraced in 15 Ordinances, and may be 
classified and described as follows :— 

Federal.—Power was given to the general legislature to deal 
with masters and apprentices; clothing belonging to seamen in 
Her Majesty’s Navy ; and to purchase asteamer for the use of the 
Federal Government. 

Constitutional An Ordinance was passed abrogating the local 
legislature, and sanctioning a union of the islands of St. 
Christopher, Nevis, and Anguilla with a united legislature. 

Customs and Finance.—The usual appropriation enactments 
providing for the public service were passed. 

The export tax for immigration purposes was remitted for one 
year. Drawback was allowed on goods exported, which had paid 
duty for consumption. Articles, the growth and produce of the 
islands in the Presidency, were admitted free of duty, and the 
town of Sandy Point, at the west end of the island, was made a 
port of entry. 

Municipal._—The duties of the town warden were transferred to 
the superintendent of police, and power for making rules and 
regulations for the government of the towns, the fire brigade, 

piers, &c., were sanctioned under the authority of the Governor 
and Council. 

Legal.—The enrolment of Ordinances in the Registrar’s Office 
was made obligatory. 

Public Works——Measures were passed for introducing water 
into the Leeward district of the island. 


Education. 

The inspector of schools reports a slight falling off in the num- 
bers of the children attending the schools, but no alteration in 
classification of the scheols. 

R 7879. 


Str. Kitts. 


— 
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St. Kirrs. 


Works and Buildings. 


The only new work contemplated is the supplying the towns of 
Sandy Point and Dieppe Bay, and the surrounding country, with 
water; this work will extend over 11 miles of country, and is one 
of the utmost importance, 


Population. 


The births exceeded the deaths by 121, being 1,298 births 
against 1,177 deaths. The analyser of vital statistics reports with 
reference to the health of the island for the year as follows :— 

“ The mortality (1,177) for,the whole year has been considerably 
above the average, as may be seen by comparing it with the death 
rates of the five preceding years, which are as follows :— 


1877. 


1878. | 1879. 


1880. | 1881. 


1,062 957 1,017 1,078 1,041 


“Tt is greater by 99 than the highest of the other years in this 
table, and is 146 above their average. The latter figure is made 
up by the following contributions of the several parishes, that is 
to say, all these parishes have exceeded their averages uf the last 
five years to the extent mentioned in the annexed tabular state- 


ment. 
St. George. | St. Peter. | St. Mary. 
15 10°6 17°8 
Christ Church. | St. John. 
51°6 
3°4 
St. Paul. St. Ann. | St. Thomas. | Trinity. 
7 27°2 10 3°4 


“ The large mortality of the year has therefore occurred chiefly 
in St. John’s and St. Ann’s. The choleraic epidemic among chil- 
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dren in the quarter ended 30th September fell heavily on the 
_ former parish, and raised its death-rate to an unusually high 
figure; but St. Ann’s has steadily maintained throughout the 
year a very unhealthy condition. ‘This has doubtless been due to 
the want of a sufficiency of good water, a want now happily about 
to be relieved. The figures just given clearly point out the 
necessity for prompt action in this matter. The usual mortality 
in St. John’s is not nearly so great in proportion to its population 
as is that of St. Ann’s; and though it has this year, from the 
prevalence of an epidemic, exceeded its average to a greater extent 
even than St. Ann’s, yet the latter has still had a higher death- 
rate in proportion to population. The numbers are, St. John’s 
41:56, and St. Ann’s 42°86 per thousand. 

“The births in this year have been very numerous (1,298), and 
in spite of the large mortality, which has amounted to 40°39 per 
thousand for the entire population of the island, have exceeded 
the deaths by 121; but the excess of the birth over the death 
rate during the preceding five years averaged 191 per annum. 


General. 


The rainfall of 1881 was excellent, and amounted to 60:08 
inches. The expectations of the planters were fully realized, and 
a sugar crop, larger than any that has been reaped for a quarter 
of a ceutury, namely, 13,961 hogsheads, was manufactured. But 
the dry and favourable harvest weather, while daily increasing the 
richness of the cane juice, was causing serious injury to the 
succeeding crop of 1883, and it culminated in the severest drought 
that had visited this island for many years; the rainfall only 
amounted to 35°25 inches. The early part of 1883 was 
more rainy than usual, and a saving crop will be reaped. 

Steam communication with England and the United States is 
being more and more developed, and the geographical position of 
this island is most favourable for developing a depdt trade for the 
foreign islands lying to the west and north, and St. Kitts promises 
in the future to be an important commercial centre. In antici- 
pation of this, increased landing and warehousing accommodation 
are under consideration. 

The opening up of the western portion of the island by making 
the town of Sandy Point a port of entry, and the contemplated 
water supply in that direction, over a district of 11 miles, wil. 
tend to relieve the pressing want for water and enhance the 
value of property. 

The daily inter-insular postal service amounted to the carriage 
and distribution of some 16,000 letters, papers, and parcels 
during the year, and the importance of the service suggests a 
further development by means ofa post cart, and the distribution 
of foreign correspondence throughout the island. 

Crime presents no peculiar features; our peasantry are law- 
abiding, and offences are not, as a rule, of a serious character, 
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One case of manslaughter was the result of a fight on board a 
foreign ship in the roadstead. 

Eighteen hundred and eighty-two was the last year of this 
island’s individuality ; its future will be interwoven with Nevis 
and Anguilla, and the inter-federated interests of 44,059 persons 
will form the nucleus of the most important portion of the Lee- 
ward Islands Government. It is fervently to be hoped that the 
past prosperity of St. Kitts will be shared by those islands whose 
future has been linked -with her own. 


I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) C. M. Evpriper, 
The Earl of Derby, Acting President. 
&e, &e. 
NEVIS. 
No. 11. 


Governor Sir J. H. Grover, G.C.M.G., to the Right Hon. the 
EARL OF DERBY. 


Government ‘House, St. Kitts, 
My Lorp, May 7, 1883. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship the Blue 
Book of the Island of Nevis for the year 1882, with the acting 
President’s report thereon. 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) JoHn H. Guover, 
The Right Hon. Governor. 
The Earl of Derby, 
&e. &e. 
Sir, President’s Office, April 30, 1883. 


I wave the honour to transmit to you three copies of the 
Blue Book for the Island of Nevis for the past year. 

My limited official association with the Island, dating as it does 
from the 1st of January, must be offered as my excuse for the 
brevity of this report. 

The subject of legislation holds a paramount position of im- 
portance in 1882, as amongst its Ordinances will be found one 
for uniting the interests of the Island with those of St. Christopher, 
a measure of vast importance, the results of which will be watched 
with marked interest. The proximity of the Islands (under two 
miles) seems to imply that nature herself contemplated the union. 


Legislation. 


Seventeen Ordinances were passed during the year. Three 
conferred powers of legislation on the General Legislative 
Council of the Leeward Islands, for (No. 11) the building and 
ordering of masters and apprentices. 
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No. 12. The protection of the clothing and property of seamen of 
Her Majesty’s Navy; and 

No. 13. The effecting of a union of the Presidency of Nevis with 
that of St. Christopher. 

Twelve Ordinances related more or less to finance. 

No. 1 Repeals the Immigration Export Tax. 

No. 2 largely increases the export duty for the purposes of the 
general revenue from 3s. 6d. to 8s. 6d. per hogshead. 

No. 3 suspends the land Tax (1s. 2d. cultivated, 4d. uncultivated) 
for the year. 

No. 4 reduces and assimilates the import duties to those of 
St. Christopher for one year. 

No. 5 repeals land tax of 4d. per acre on cultivated Jand for 
the purpose of the destruction of rats, and imposes a tax of 1s. per 
hogshead on sugar. 

No. 6 provides a supplementary estimate for 1882 
(1,400/. 12s. 7d.) 

No. 7 sanctions the purchase (375/.) and annual maintenance of 
a Colonial steamer (3082.). 

No. 8 re-imposes horse and carriage duty at a moiety of the 
former rates. 

No, 9. re-imposes the dog tax, 

No. 14 provides a supplementary estimate for 1882 (790/.). 

No. 15 admits, free of duty, in prospect of the union of the 
Island with St. Christopher, articles of its growth, &c. 

No. 17 continues the reduced tariff for another year. 

The Medical staff are allowed, by Ordinance No. 10, a fee of 2s, 
on each successful case of vaccination. 

Ordinance No. 15 amends the provisions of the Export Tax 
Act, 1877, as regards the shipping of produce, 


The Revenue 


Amounted to 9,285/, 2s. 10d,, being 1,582/, 7s, 2d. in excess of 
the preceding year. 
The difference arising thus :— 


Increase. Decrease. 
£ s d. ; ia ers 
Import duty - 247 0 10} | Land Tax - 459 7 102 
Export duty -1,882 9 104 | Horse and car- 
Tonnage dues - 71 11 83 riage - - 225 9 O 
Rum licenses - 79 O O | Landrattax - 168 1 8 
Rat tax - - 246 15 04] Fines and for- 
Other sources - 76 104 feitures - ~68 16 31 
Boat tax re- 
pealed -* 85 58° 5 


Other sources - 23 9 11} 
Balance - -1,582 7 2 


oe 


2,603 0 4} 2,603 0 4 
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The import duties were recentiy reduced and assimilated to 
those of St. Kitts, but too short a time has elapsed to test the 
result. The increase on receipts is due principally to larger im- 
ports of wood stuffs, to meet the requirements of the crop. I 
attach to this report the quantities of the chief articles imported in 
1881 and 1882, with the old and new duties. 

The marked increase in the export duties is due to the fact that 
not only the immigration tax was added to the export duty, but 
further augmentation was made, so that the duty was raised from 
4s. to 8s. 6d. per hogshead, and other produce in proportion. 

Tonnage dues, rum and liquor licenses, came in for their share 
in the advantages of a good crop, and increased circulation of 
money. The rat tax was an additional ls. per hogshead on 
sugar. 

The land tax of 1s. 2d. on cultivated and 4d. on uncultivated 
land, was remitted for one year. 

The horse and carriage tax was reduced to a moiety. 

The rat land tax was also remitted for one year. ‘The boat tax 
was repealed, and magisterial convictions were considerably less 
than in 1881. 

The Expenditure 


Was 8,465/. 6s. 8d., showing but a small decrease of 357, 2s. 1d., 
this difference arising thus :— 


Decrease. Increase. 

a he ele me caer 8 

Treasury ~ 49 32.6 Medical relief - 176 18 8 
Marshal - 6619 2 Purchase, &c. 

Hospitals - 7318 2 “Nooya” - 626 3 5 
Roads - - 275 38 8 | Administration 

Census - - 144 6 11} ofjustice - 50 14 1 
Arrears 1881- 277 10 10 Conveyance of 

Other sources 131 18 8 mails - - 386 010 

Immigration 

expenses - 31 3 3 

Police - «een 8,54 

Post office «26 “5-0 

Other sources- 39 0 4 

Balance - Sie) ae” ee | 

1,049 10 0 1,049 10 0 


The decreased expenditure was caused by vacant offices, and 
undrawn pay, greater economy, and the exceptional expenditure 
for the Census in 1881; and the increase, by employment and 
passage money of an additional medical officer, the purchase of 
a Colonial steamer, the reward paid in capturing a man charged 
with manslaughter, the loss on the postal union, and increase in 
minor heads of service. 

The union of the Island with St. Christopher will enable the 
Government materially to reduce taxation and expenditure in 
1883. 
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General. 


No better time could have been selected for the union of the 
Island with St. Christopher. Nevis is not only not in debt, but 
she brings with her some 3,000/., 1,229/. 13s. 2d. being a current 
balance, and 1,8312. 1s. 34d. being the amount of the Immigration 
Fund, which is at interest in the Colonial bank. The crop was 
very good, being some 5,000 hogsheads against 2,274 of the 
previous year. 

Crime marks a considerable diminution in many phases; one 
serious case of manslaughter occurred during the year. Appre- 
hensions had decreased from 951 to 670. It is to be regretted 
that with a large crop and ready employment to be found that 
predial larceny, and other offences against property, should have 
materially increased, 

The health of the Island has been pretty good. The births 
were 162 in excess of the deaths, and marriages, a fair index of 
prosperity, increased from 77 in 1881 to 145 in 1882. 


Memorandum of Principal Imports, 1881 and 1882. 


Articles. | Old duty. | Quantity. | New duty. | Quantity. 
Bread - - - 3s. bri. 157 bris. | 13d. bris. 340 bris. 
Beef, salted - - 1d. Ib. 9,807 lbs. 4d. lb. 10,100 Ibs, 
Butter . - - 1d. lb. 17,456 lbs. 1d. Ib. 22,247 lbs. 
Brandy - - - | 6s. 8d. gal. | 430 gals. 4s. gal. 719 gals. 
Cheese - = - 1d. Ib. 8,769 lbs. 1d. lb. 6,695 Ibs. 
Cigars - - - | 25°/, val. val. 27.15s.1dJ 20°/, val. jval.15/.10s.5d. 
Coffee and Cocoa - - |8s.4d.100Ibs.| 2,109 Ibs. 5s. 100 3,709 lbs. 
Corn Meal - - - | 2s. 6d. bri. | 3,524 bris. |2s. 1d. brl.| 3,028 brls. 
Fish, pickled ~ - 38s. bri. 691 bris. | 2s. 1d. brl.}| 623 bris. 
sy dry. = - - | ls. 6d. qth. | 984 qths. [ls. Odd. 100) 108,550 lbs. 
Flour - - - 5s. bri. 4,883 brls. | 4s. 2d. brl.| 4,780 bris. 
Gin - - - 8s. gal. 1,389 gals. 1s. gal. 2,035 gals, 
Lumber, W.P. - - 8s. 4d. 226,579 ft. 8s. 4d. | 898,057 ft. 
‘3 P. % -| 12s. 6d. 10,661 ft. | 12s. 6d. | 64,946 ft. 
Pork - - - 1d. lb. 46,940 lbs. 4d. lb. 51,700 lbs. 
Rum - - - | 6s. 8d. gal. 411 gals. Is. gal. 8,126 gals. 
Rice - - - |ls. 6d. 100 lbs.| 119,767 Ibs, | 1s. 03d. Ib.| 213,850 lbs. 
Cedar and pine shingles - 2s. 6d. 278,000 2s. 1d. 438,550 
Shooks - - - 6d. 610 Ad. 6,639 
Tobacco, unmanufactured - | 207. 10s. 100 lbs. 9,871 20s. 10,014 
Wood hoops - - 6s. 87,340 8s. 4d. 97,954 
Cottons and Muslins - 124 °/.. val. 4,7971. a val, 9,117J. 
Haberdashery - - 125 “/ 5 val. 1,2421. 8 lo val, 8,002/. 
Wine - - - 20 °/5° val. 1521. is val. 2491, 
I have, &c. 
The Honourable (Signed) C, M. ELpRiper, 
The Acting Colonial Secretary Acting President. 


of the Leeward Islands. 
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nen VIRGIN ISLANDS. 
No. 12. 


Governor Sir J. H. Grover, G.C.M.G., to the Right Hon. 
the Earn or Dersy. 


Government House, Antigua, 
My Lorp, June 7, 1883. 
I wave the honour to transmit to your Lordship the 
Blue Book of the Virgin Islands for the year 1882, with the 
Acting President’s report thereon. 
I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) Joun H. Grover, 
The Earl of Derby, Governor. 
&e. &e. 


REPORT to accompany the Virern Isuanps’ BiuE Boox for the 


year 1882, 

Revenue. 
me + 8s. ee 
1881 - - - 1,604 5 O 
1882 - - 1642 18 8 


The returns show an increase of 387. 13s. 8d, in the Revenue of 
last year, over that of 1881. This is to be chiefly attributed to an 
increase in the duties received on Imports, which exceeded the 
income derived from that source in 1881 by 671 9s. 3d. The 
total excess in the Revenue derived from Customs’ duties, namely, 
imports, exports, and tonnage, was 68/. 7s. 8d. 


Expenditure. 
ae ee: 
1881 - - - 1,735 14 0 
1882 3 ‘ - 1,613 16 9 


2. Although it would appear that there was a decrease of 
1212. 17s. 3d. in the expenditure, as compared with that of 1881, 
it must be borne in mind that the greater expenditure of the 
former year is attributable chiefly to the expense of taking the 
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census, to the payment to the late owners of the surplus arising 
from the sale of Government lands, which had been acquired by 
the non-payment of taxes, and to the imposition of quarantine, 
items which do not appear in the accounts for 1882. 


Legislation. 


3. Three Ordinances only were passed during the year, the 
object of each of which was to confer certain powers of legislation 
on the Federal Legislature, which, otherwise, could only have been 
dealt with by the Island Council. 


4. An Ordinance passed in 1881, relieving the President of the 
duties of Treasurer, which he previously performed, ex officio, 
and providing for the appointment of a Treasurer as a separate 
officer, was assented to by his Excellency the Governor, and 
came into operation on the 1st October. 


General. 


5, I regret that I am ‘unable to report any material improve- 
ment in the condition of the Presidency. When certain reforms 
which are much needed are effected, such as a re-adjustment of 
the direct taxation, and provision for its more easy collection, 
together with amendments in the laws under which the Import 
and Exports duties are levied, I venture to hope that, without 
any increase whatever of the burthens of the people, a better 
state of things than has hitherto existed, may be looked for. 


6. The general state of the Presidency, and of its finances and 
resources in particular, having so very recently been fully investi- 
gated by the Commissioners appointed by Her Majesty for the 
purpose, I abstain, on this occasion, from making any further 
observations, being fully satisfied that the subject will, at their 
hands, be ably and satisfactorily dealt with. 


I have, &c. 
Tortola, (Signed) R. H. Dyert, 
April 18, 1883. Acting President. 


VIRGIN 
ISLANDS. 
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DOMINICA» DOMINICA, 


No. 13. 
Administrator PorTER to the Right Hon. the Earn or Drersy. 


Government House, Antigua, 
My Lorp, June 23, 1883. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship the Blue 
Book of the Presidency of Dominica for the year 1882, with the 
Acting President’s report thereon. 


I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) NEALE Porter, 
The Earl of Derby, Administrator. 


&c. &c. 


Report on the BuuE Book of 1882. 
Taxes, Duties, &c. 


There was collected in 1882 an additional tax of 10 per cent. 
on the several items of revenue, except receipts for stamp tax, 
road tax, and water rates. 

The Act No. 9 of 1881 under which the tax was collected was 
limited to two years’ duration, to expire on the 31st December 
1882, but by a special Act passed for the purpose it has been 
repealed from and after the 30th June 1883. 

During the last quarter of the year wharfage dues were collected 
under the authority of Act No. 6 of 1882. 

No other changes in the financial system were brought into 
operation during the year, 


Revenue and Expenditure, 


£ & d, 
Total revenue for 1881 - - 24,023 011 
Total revenue for 1882 - - 20,283 13 13 

Extraordinary receipts for each year were as follows: 
£ 

In 1881, loan - - - ° 
In 1882, 10 per cent, additional tax - 
In 1882, sale of garden lot ° - 


Jn 1882, wharfage dues under new Act 
Making a total of - - - 
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Subtracting from the tetal revenue the amount of 5,000/. and 
1,6902. respectively, and omitting fractions, it appears that the 
ordinary revenue collected for each year was :— 


£ 
For 1881 - - - - 19,023 
For 1882 - - - - 18,593 
a decrease in 1882 of 4307. 


The total receipts under the head of ‘‘Customs” were lower 
than in 1881 as shown in the following table :-— 


Table of Customs receipts in 1881 and 1882 showing Increase 
or Decrease in latter year. 


Customs. | 1881. 1882. Increase. | Decrease. — 
£ £ £ £ 
Import - - 7,966 7,550 — 415 
Export - - 1,245 1,284 39 — Total 
Excise - - 2,674 2,517 —_ 156 decrease 
Tonnage and Harbour 4261. 
duty - - 508 614 106 — 
Total - - 12,393 11,965 145 571 


The produce of the Yaws tax, which is a 10 per cent. tax on all 
duties, declined from 1,573/. in 1881 to 1,373 in 1882, a decrease 
of 2007. in the latter year. 

Amounts received on account of licenses fell off generally, 
although not to a very great extent during the year 1882, as may 
be seen from the subjoined table :-— 


Table showing amounts received for Licenses in 1881 and 1882, 
with decrease in 1882. 


Licenses. | 1881. | 1882. Increase. | Decrease. 
£& £ £ £ 
Liquor - - 585 438 — 147 
Trade - - 474 376 — 98 Total 
Boat - - - 173 166 — tf decrease 
Porters - - 20 18 — 2 2541. 
Total - - 1,252 998 —_ 254 


There was a decrease of 216/. in the amount of fines and 
penalties paid into the Treasury in 1882 as compared with those 
of the preceding year, the respective sums being— 

£ 


For 1881 - - - - 665 
For 1882 - - - - 448 
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The road tax, which is a money composition in lieu of statute 
labour, produced 1,302/. in 1881 and 1,844/. in 1882, an increase 
for the latter year of 542/. 

It must be expected that receipts from this tax will fall off 
largely henceforth as by the new Road Act women are exempted 
from liability to statute labour. 

It will be seen from the foregoing comparisons that there has 
been very little fluctuation in the revenue during the past two 
years, and as the whole system of taxation is undergoing revision, 
it is unnecessary to enter more deeply into the review of this 
portion of the Blue Book. 


Expenditure. 
a eS 
Total for 1881 - - - 21,468 12 8 
Total for 1882 - - - 19,406 0 1 


The regular expenditure for 1882 amounted to 18,7691. 9s. 103d., 
which however includes the first cost of the purchase of the 
colonial steam vessel “ Nooya,” 562/, 10s., which is not a recurring 
item. 

There was a considerable reduction effected in the expenditure 
upon hospitals and poor house by the closing of the Canefield 
Yaws hospital and the exercise of a stricter supervision over the 
admissions to the poor house. 

The cost of the charitable institutions was— 


£ 
In18s8l— - - - - 3,959 
In 1882 - : “ - 2,229 


but arrears under this head were paid in 1883 amounting to 2002, 
making the actual cost for 1882 2,4291., a difference of 1,528/, as 
compared with the cost in 1881. 

The cost of education in 1882 was 2272 less than in 1881 on 
account of grants in aid being strictly withheld from all schools 
not entitled to receive them, the expenditure having been— 


£ 
In 1881 = = - - 951 
In 1882 - - - - 724 


Expenditure on the roads was brought down to 1,4851, a 
saving of 3271. as compared with the expenditure of the previous 
year, which amounted to 1,812. 

This does vot represent a real economy, however necessary it 
may have been under the financial circumstances of the time, as 
the roads in some quarters are rapidly approaching such a state 
as must either lead to their abandonment for horse traffic or to 
the raising of a large sum of money for immediate repairs on an 
extensive scale. 

The repairs to the streets of Roseau, which were considered by 
the Government to be urgently needed as long ago as the year 
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1877, cannot be postponed much longer on account of want of 
funds. | 

Further taxation to meet the necessity will have to be imposed. 

This matter has become more urgent since the introduction of 
an unlimited water supply into the town of Roseau. 

There is no system of sewerage, and water is now constantly 
flowing along the open gutters down the centre of all the streets. 

These gutters are broken up, and where the gradient is very 
slight they cannot carry off the water, which, contaminated with 
dirty water from the houses, sinks into the earth below the pave- 
ment or remains stagnating in pools until it becomes positively 
offensive. 


Legislation. 


Six Acts passed by the Legislative Assembly during the year 
1882 were confirmed :— 

No. 1. To enable the General Legislature to provide for the 
purchase and maintenance of a steam vessel. 

No. 2. Amending Porter’s and Jobber’s Act. 

No. 3. Authorising the General Legislature to pass laws regu- 
lating apprenticeship. 

No, 4. Road Act. 

No. 5. To prevent adulteration of milk. 

No. 6. To provide for the erection and maintenance of piers 
and wharves, 

The principal changes effected by the Road Act of 1882 are 
the exemption of women from payment of the statute labour tax 
and the distribution of the area of the island into thirteen districts, 
to each of which a road board is appointed with the duty of in- 
specting the roads periodically and reporting to the Governor. 

By the Act No. 6 of 1882 small wharfage dues are authorised 
to be collected upon certain articles of merchandise named in the 
schedule to the Act, and to be set apart as a special fund to meet 
expenses connected with the piers, wharves, and roadstead of the 
town of Roseau. 

This Act has been some months in operation with good results. 

It is estimated that about 2502 will be collected annually, a 
sum sufficient, in the future to answer the purposes set forth in 
the Act without having recourse to the general revenue. 


Population and Vital Statistics. 


The Registrar-General in his report returns the number of 


births during the year 1882 at 676, or 23°8 per thousand of the 
population. 

351 births or 51°9 per cent. of the whole were illegitimate. 

There were 480 deaths registered in 1882 or 16:9 per thousand 
of the population. 

Of these deaths 85 were of infants and 116 were of children 
under 7 years. 
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Dominica. The following table taken from the Registrar-General’s report 
shows the number of births and deaths in each parish for the years 
1881 and 1882. 

I have excluded altogether the returns of marriages, which are 
so insufficient as to be worthless for any purposes of statistical 
information. 

In the returns of births and deaths, the numbers given can only 
be considered as an approximation to the real numbers, which are 
never likely to be ascertained until every parish, has its own 
registrar or person deputed by the Registrar-General to receive 
notices of births and deaths and keep the books. 

At present there are only three registration districts which are 
the same as the magisterial districts, the magistrates being 
registrars. 

It is true that the Act No. 6 of 1874 directs that a register of 
births, deaths, and marriages shall be kept in each parish, but no 
provision is made for the payment of persons to keep the books. 

It would not be difficult to find competent persons to act as 
registrars in the parishes if a fee were allowed to be paid from the 
public treasury of 1s. for each entry as is done in other Colonies. 


Comparative Summary of Births for the years and 1882. 
Births. Deaths. 


—— 


1881. | 1882. | Increase. [Decrease. 1881. | 1882, | increase. [Decrease. 


Town of Roseau 


- 186 _ 128 _ 
St. George - - } 159 24 } : { — } 173 { 42 — } 3 
St.Paul - - 58 28 =_ 30 27 = 4 
St. Joseph - - 57 69 12 _ 27 29 2 _ 
St. Peter - - 24 41 17 — 37 34 —_ 3 
St.John - - 87 63 — 24 68 dey — 24. 
St. Andrew - - 147 118 _ 29 85 78 _" 7 
St. David - - 36 37 1 = 27 17 —. 10 
St. Patrick - - 122 122 _ — 46 62 16 _ 
St. Mark - - 52 81 _ 21 20 22 2 — 
St.Luke - - 28 7 <= 21 11 1 _ 10 
770 676 31 125 521 480 20 61 
Increase, 1882, 94. Decrease, 1882, 41. 
Imports and Exports. 
— | Imports. | Exports. 
£ £ 
Total value of imports and exports in 1882 - 72,327 65,452 
— | Imports. | Exports. 
‘ £ £ 
Total value of imports and exports in 1881 - 64,968 55,162 
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A comparison of the returns of imports for 1881 and 1882 shows 
an increased value in 1882 of 7,359/. on articles imported and of 
10,2902. on colonial produce exported, but 4,155. in value of the 
total exports of 1882 are to be accounted for by the re-exportation 
of foreign and British manufactures to Martinique and Guada- 
loupe, so that the real increment in value of exports for the year 
is reduced 6,135/. 

Imports were chiefly derived from the United Kingdom and 
Barbados. 

The value of goods imported direct from the United Kingdom 
was — 


£ 
In 1881 - - - 25,687 
», 1882 - - - 33,689 


An increase of 8,002. in value in 1882. 

Direct importation from the United States has declined to little 
over 6,000/. in value, but of the comparatively large import from 
Barbados, amounting in value to 22,056/. for 1882, a large pro- 
portion are the produce and manufactures of America as well as 
those of the United Kingdom. 

The value of goods from the French islands openly imported 
and paying duty amounted in 1882 to 6,6691. 

Although the imports for the year were larger on the whole or 
of greater value than those of the preceding year, bread stuffs and 
all of the coarser kinds of food in use by the labouring classes were 
imported in smaller quantities ; there being a falling off to the value 
of 2,272/. in imports of this class, as may be seen by the subjoined 
table, giving a list of certain articles of food with the amount of the 
imports in each kind for 1881 and 1882 respectively, calculated 
according to value only. 

‘Table showing value of flour and some other food stuffs imported 
in 1881 and 1882 :— | 


Articles imported. beet na Me Whence imported. 
meer cl i at Se es ce SR 
£& £ 
Flour - = - 7,932 8,817 Barbados and United 
States. 

Bread and biscuit - 156 188 Barbados and United 
States, 

Beef and Pork - - 1,378 1,629 Barbados and United 
States. 

Dried fish - - 4,322 4,842 Barbados chiefly. 

Butter - - - 1,452 1,817 Martinique and Barbados. 

Lard - - - 737 757 Barbados and United 
States. 

Rice = = - 445 814 Barbados and United King- 
dom. 

Olive oil - . - 1,904 1,741 Martinique and Guada- 
loupe. 

Total - > 18,326 20,598 
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Wines and liqueurs to the value of 1,2151. 17s. 10d, and 10,927 
gallons of brandy and other spirituous and malt liquors were 
entered for home consumption during the year, paying a duty of 
615. 15s. 4d., as shown by the following tabular statement. 

Table showing quantity of liqueurs imported in 1882 and duty 
received :— 


Quantity 
expressed by Amount of 
Liquors. Measure Rate of Duty. Duty 
or Value in received. 
Sterliug. 
£ s. d. & s. d. 
Wines - - 1,145 5 11 10 per cent. ad val. 229 0 10 
Liqueurs - - (ORL 10 per cent. ad val. tf re 
Brandy - = 2862 galls. 4s. per gallon 59° 6 8 
Gin - - - 2.1338 4, 4s. per gallon 213 6 0 
Rum and whiskey 2452 ,, 8s. per gallon 3617 3 
Ale, &c. - - 8,263 ,, 5d. per gallon 172 8 0 


Tobacco in the leaf was imported to the amount of 126,420 lbs. 
weight, of which only 33,9604 lbs. was entered for home consump- 
tion, paying duty at 25s. per 100 lbs., 424/. 11s. 11d. 


Manufactured tobacco, three fourths of which came from France 
and Martinique, was imported to the value of 485/. 9s. 4d., of which 
1037. 10s. was entered for home consumption, and paid duty at 
20 per cent ad valorein, 20/. 13s. 10d. 


Exports. 


—— 1881. 1882. 


£ £ 
Total value of exports - - - 55,162 65,452 


There was an increase in the total value of the exports for 
1882, as compared with those of 1881, 10,299/., but 4,149/. of this 
sum is to be accounted for by the exportation of foreign produce 
and manufactures, including tobacco, flour, gin, kerosene, cottons 
and matches, chiefly to the French islands, so that the real increase 
in the value of colonial produce exported during the year is only 
6,1412. 


Of sugar, which is now the staple produce of the island, the crop 
was valued for exportation at 41,5771, being one fourth greater 
than the crop of the preceding year. 


It was shipped almost entirely to the United Kingdom, except 
a proportion to the value of 3,658/,, which went to the United 
States, 


-~] 
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The following is a return of the quantities shipped :— 


2,373 hogsheads, 40” - tierces 174, 
277 fs 36” - casks 202. 
208 e SP - barrels 3,666. 


The export of raw lime juice has almost ceased, but a larger 
quantity of the concentrated juice was exported in 1882, although 
the value has declined. 

The crop of cocoa was scarcely more than half that of 1881. 

There was a considerable increase in the export of coffee in 
1882, the bulk of this crop being sold to the West India islands 
and about one twelfth to the United States. 

In 1881 three fourths of the crop was shipped to the United 
Kingdom. 

The small export trade with the United States in fruit and bay 
leaves shows signs of increasing, and may eventually become of 
some importance to this Colony. 

Comparative table showing the quantities and value of some 
Colunial products exported in 1881 and 1882 :— 


‘ 1882. 
es a PM i Countries to which 
. exported. 
Quantity. | Value. Quantity. | Value. 
£& £ ‘ 
Sugar - 81,2627. — 41,5770. _ United Kingdom. 
Molasses - - | 61,150 gals. 1,528 86,918 gals. 2,897 Martinique. 
Lime juice - - | 21,287 ,, 6,386 24,389 ,, 5,081 United States. 
Lime oil - - 357s 160 281 5 168 United Kingdom. 
Cocoa - - | 757,866 lbs. 12,623 382,490 lbs. 6,374 ba ber shad to United 
ingdom. 
Coffee - - 8.118. «45 167 12,843 ,, 821 hy oad ndies and United 
ates. 
Fruit - . 1282. _ 6077. _ United States. 
Bay leaves - - | 581 bales —_ 1,510 bales — i es 
Bay oil - - — — 31% gals. 126 a Thomas and St. 
roix. 


Gaols and Criminal Statistics, 


The total number of persons committed to gaol in 1882 was 
229, of which six were committed for debt, 22 for safe custody, and 
the remaining 201 for purposes of penal imprisonment. 

OF the whole number of committals 110, or more than half, were 
of persons who had been previously convicted. 


Of this class of offenders— 
25 had been previously convicted once, 


39 es ss - twice, 
AG fF ts three or more times. 


There were no deaths in the prison, but there were 92 admis- 
sions to hospitals, and the daily average on the sick list was 
high, being two out of a daily average of 22 in prison. 
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Only 37 cases, however, were thought serious enough to be 
entered by the Medical Officer of the gaol in his tabular state- 
ment of prevailing diseases, which is given below :— 


+S Males. | Females. | Total. 
Diarrhea - - - . i 7 14 
Intermittent fever - - - 10 — 10 
Venereal disease - - “ 5 1 6 
Yaws - = = = = 2 2 4 
Hernia - - = Z “f 3 — 8 
Total - - 4 27 10 37 


In the magistrates’ courts convictions have much diminished 
during the past two years, but not those in the superior courts, as 
may be seen on reference to the following tables :— 


Jomparative Table showing the Number of Summary Convictions 
for the last four Years, 


Description of Offences. | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. | 1882. 
Offences against the person - 439 358 105 161 
Predial larceny - - : 75 105 88 85 
Offences against property other 

than predial larceny - - 198 166 152 115 
Other offences, including offences 

under master and servant ~ 524 429 360 458 

Total of summary convictions 1,236 1,058 705 769 


Comparative Table showing the Number of Convictions in the 
Superior Courts for the last four Years, 
Fancher TY a 

Description of Offences. | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. | 1882. 


Offences against the person - 4 6 2 6 
Preedial larceny = - - 1 = 3 2. 
Offences against property other 
than predial larceny - - 9 5 11 17 
Other offences - > - 1 1 3 3 
eau oueee “2 i 15 12 19 26 
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General Remarks 


The backward condition of Dominica in all that relates to 
agricultural wealth and prosperity is the more to be regretted, if 
it is true, as many think, that it possesses capabilities in soil and 
climatic conditions fitting it to take an unrivalled position amongst 
the islands of the lesser Antilles, by the number and variety as 
well as by the gross value of its products. 

There are not wanting some marked signs of increasing activity 
in trade and industry, but almost all the resources of the island 
available for agriculture are devoted to the growth and manu- 
facture of sugar, leaving undeveloped all those portions of land 
which, although unsuited for the sugar-cane, are said to be emi- 
nently so for the growth of the coffee and the cacao tree. 

Thus, although the Liberian coffee has been successfully intro- 
duced, and has been found to resist the blight, which was the 
partial cause of the abandonment of the old coffee plantations, the 
cultivation of it has never spread in Dominica beyond the 
estate of St. Aromant near Roseau, where it was first introduced. 

It seems that planters in other Colonies have been quicker to 
seize upon the commercial value of the essay in Liberian coffee 
planting made at St. Aromant, as I gather from an interesting 
account of a visit paid by Sir Henry Irving to some coffee and 
cocoa plantations near Demerara, where mention is made of 12,000 
Liberian coffee trees in splendid condition and full bearing, which 
the writer believes to have been grown from seeds or seedlings off 
the same St. Aromant estate in Dominica. 

At present there is no evidence of any interest being generally 
felt in the advancement of agriculture, apart from the accustomed 
routine of sugar planting. 

Even this well established industry is now retarded in some 
districts of Dominica by the want of labour at the proper seasons, 
and the crop is endangered by the length of time during which 
the crop season is kept dragging on. 

This already sparsely populated island is constantly undergoing 
depletion of its best labouring men by emigration to the French 
Islands, to Trinidad, and to Venezuela, so that whatever is done 
herein the future, if it be on a scale above the very smallest, must 
be done by the aid of Coolie immigration ; that aid which has 
been invoked with splendid success to found, or to restore, the 
commercial greatness of Trinidad and Guiana, and which ap- 
parently can alone avert the decay which threatens first to paralyse 
and finally to destroy the only industry of Dominica. 

The possession by the Crown of much good land offers some 
peculiar advantages here in respect of immigration which do not 
exist in such Colonies as St. Kitts and Antigua, inasmuch as many 
immigrants on the termination of their five years’ indentures would 
probably choose to establish themselves in this Colony, where they 
would take root and form thriving settlements. 
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Peasant proprietorship is, no doubt, rather to be deprecated 
than encourdged in the case of the negroes, who are apt in that 
state to lapse into barbarous idleness, but it is quite otherwise with 
the Indians, who are not satisfied with providing for the simple 
wants of animal life, but are wont to continue always making some 
further effort to improve their social condition. 

There have been negotiations in progress on the part of some 
gentlemen of Martinique for the purchase of estates in Dominica, 
with a view to establish usines similar to those at Martinique, one 
near Roseau, and another in the Lasoye district. 

The usines at Martinique have proved to be an excellent invest- 
ment for capital, there being already 13 in full employment, and 
more projected. 

It is also probable that they afford a powerful stimulus to the 
increase of sugar cultivation in the islands where they are esta- 
blished by the facilities offered the small growers for the disposal 
of their canes. 

There is, however, an initial difficulty which it may not be easy 
for the projectors to meet and overcome. 

It's a sine gud non (asI have been informed by these gentlemen) 
before any further steps can be taken towards the establishment 
of usines that the neighbouring proprietors should contract to sell 
their canes to the usine, but as all the large proprietors are them- 
selves manufacturers, and possessed of an expensive plant in 
machinery, boiling houses, &c., it is likely that they will be 
reluctant to resign the manufacturing business into other hands 
unless they see clearly that some direct and immediate profit is to 
be gained. 

If the advantages offered are only doubtful and prospective, the 
argument that usines are beneficial to the country at large will not, 
I fear, be sufficiently urgent to weigh against the force of old 
customs, and induce the estates owners to adopt a system which, 
in Dominica, is new and untried. 

Should these schemes ever come to maturity the Government 
will undoubtedly be asked to sanction immigration, as without an 
asurred supply of labour any attempt to carry them out would be 
merely to court failure. 

(Signed) J. SPENCER CHURCHILL, 
Acting President. 
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JAMAICA. 


No. 14. 


Governor Sir A. Muserave, K.C.M.G., to the Right Hon. 
the Ear OF Dersy. 


My Lorp, King’s House, April 17, 1883. 

I wAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship the accom- 
panying report on the Blue Book of Jamaica for the financial 
year 1881-82. 


I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) A. MuseRrave. 
The Earl of Derby, 
&e. &e. 


BLuE Book Report, 1882. 
Legislation. 


In the Session of 1881-82 thirty Laws were passed by the 
Legislature, of which the following are the more important — 

Law 26 of 1881.—* A Law to grant temporary aid to the 
revenue. 

This Law, which imposed for one year from the 21st November, 
1881, an additional duty of 3s. per gallon on rum used for island 
consumption and an additional 10 per cent. on the import duties, 
was passed in order to meet a deficiency in the revenue caused 
by the protracted drought which succeeded the cyclone of the 
year 1880, and by the large annual debt charges assumed since 
1877, on account of the old immigration loans. Assistance was 
also necessary to enable the revenue of the succeeding year to 
meet the usual expenditure. 

Law 32 of 1881.—“ The Jury Law Amendment Law, 1881.” 

Abolishes juries de mediatate lingua and removes what had 
been found to be an inconvenient restriction in the compiling of 
the special jury lists. 

Law 33 of 1881.—* The Dower Law, 1881.” 

This Law was passed to simplify the Law of Dower in this 
Colony and to assimilate it to that established in England. 

Law 34 of 1881.—%“ The Reformatories and Industrial schools 
Law, 1881.” 

This Law was passed in consequence of recommendations of 
the Commission appointed to inquire into the condition of the 
juvenile population. The chief value of the measure consists in 
the consolidation ef the Laws relating to reformatories and 
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industrial schools, and in the provision of rendering parents of 
sufficient ability liable for the maintenance of any child in any 
reformatory or industrial school. 

Law 35 of 1881—‘*'The Rum Duty Law AmendmenLaw, 
1881.” 

This Law amends the Rum Duty Law, 10 of 1878, in various 
respects in which in practice it had been found defective. 

The revival of the provision contained in sections 21 and 22, 
throwing on the person found in possession of rum the burden of 
proof that he had obtained it lawfully, was found to have been 
rendered necessary by the great facilities which exist for pilfering 
rum from the numerous estates, stills, and warehouses, and the 
impossibility of identifying the spirit as property stolen from any 
particular estate. In practice the difficulty thus arising has 
defeated the attempts of the constabulary to get convictions, 
while the present Law has the safeguard of requiring the posses- 
sion to be surrounded “ by circumstances which justify a reasonable 
“ suspicion” of illegality (sec. 21). 

Law 36 of 1881.—* The Kingston Police Law.” 

This Law is to some extent a consolidation Law, and provides 
for the police of Kingston and for the regulation of its traffic. 
Opportunity was at the same time taken to make a provision for 
putting a stop to what had become a public nuisance, namely, the 
accumulation of dogs without owners. 

Law 3 of 1882.—* The Customs Consolidation Law Amendment 
Law, 1882.” 

The object of this Law is to remove any doubt as to the power 
of the Governor to prohibit the exportation in any way of warlike 
stores; and the opportunity has been taken to consolidate the 


former Laws on the point. 
Law 4 of 1882.—“ The Criminal Code, 1879, Amendment Law, 


1882.” 

This Law modifies the principal Law in certain points in regard 
to punishment by flogging. 

Law 7 of 1882.—“ The Common Lodging House Law, 1882.” 

This Law was passed on the recommendation of the Commis- 
sioners appointed to inquire into the condition of the juvenile 
population of Jamacia. Considerable prominence had been given 
in the Commissioners’ report to the evils arising from the manner 
in which country people attending the Kingston market, from 
the different out-lying districts, were herded together at night. 
A great many of the places at which they slept were ascertained 
to be overcrowded and the sanitary arrangements in most of them 
were bad, and it had been thought expedient to place these houses 
at once under legislative restrictions as set forth in section 4, 
the provisions of which apply only when a house or rooms have 
been declared a common lodging house and registered as such 
under section 25 of Law 6 of 1867. 

So far as applicable the provisions in this Law have been 
taken from the Imperial Act (88 & 39 Vict. c. 55. secs. 71 to 


90). 
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Tiaw 14 of 1882.—*The Rectors’ Fund and Curates’ Fund 
Law, 1882.” 

By this Law the Public Revenue guarantees the solvency of 
the Rectors’ Fund in consideration of the relinquishment by the 
Trustees of that fund of certain contributions due from the 
revenue to the fund. The Law also makes provision for the dis- 
posal of any surplus balances of the Rectors’ and of the Curates’ 
Funds which may remain after the objects of those funds shall 
have been satisfied. 

Law 15 of 1882—« A Law to exempt certain houses from the 
tax on houses for the support of the poor.” 

The object of this Law is to encourage planters to provide on 
their estates some sort of accommodation for persons working 
thereon, by exempting houses provided for that purpose from the 
inhabited house duty. 

Law 18 of 1882—*“ The Prisons Law, 1882.” 

This is mainly a consolidation of the Laws repealed by the 
Schedule, the provisions of which have in some respects been 
modified or added to to suit altered circumstances. 

Law 19 of 1882.—* The Railway Extension Loan Laws, 1880, 
Amendment Law, 1882.” 

This Law was passed for the purpose of specifically vesting in 
the Director of Public Works the power, intended to have been 
given by Law 8 of 1880, of acquiring land for the purpose of 
supplying water for use on the new lines of railway in course of 
construction. 


Finanee. 


The year under report commenced with a deficit of 44,2957, 
brought forward from the year before, which added to the expei- 
diture proper of the year (451,0782 and sinking funds, 14,8532.) 
gave a total amount of 510,326/, while the receipts, including the 
unusual items of 9,099. for the surplus fund of the Government 
Savings Bank, transferred to general revenue, and of 16,3572. for 
the sinking funds of 26 Vict. c. 20, Law 47 of 1869, and Law 
1 of 1878, set free by the operation of Law 19 of 1880, amounted 
only to 492,152/., thus closing the year with a deficit of 18,1742. 

It will thus be seen that during the year the deficit was reduced 
by the amount of 26,2217. 

The appropriated revenues which are devoted to parochial 
roads, pauper relief, sanitary and other similar local services, and 
are administered by the several parochial boards, produced in 
1881-82 90,4402 which is 5,451/. more than the receipts of the 
year before. The expenditure on the other hand amounted to 
82,6311, the balance in each case being carried forward to the 
credit of the particular fund concerned. 

The revenue appropriated to immigration services amounted to 
20,2451. and the expenditure to 24,5221, the difference being 
met from the balance in hand. 
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The usual comparative table of the whole of the Treasury 
receipts in the financial year under report with those of the 
previous year is given below :— 


—- | 1881-82. | 1880-81. | Increase. | Decrease. 
£ & £ £ 
General Revenue. 
Import duties = - - | 244,957 253,932 — 8,975 
Export duties - - - 4,547 6,061 — 1,514 
Light dues - - - 1,736 1,907 —_ 171 
Harbour master’s fees - - 477 438 39 — 
Rum duties - = - 91,001 81,540 9,461 
Licenses - - - - 14,770 16,981 ~ 2,211 
Stamps - - - - 15,066 13,313 1,753 
Postal revenues - - “ 14,572 14,426 146 -- 
Telegraphs - - - 3,309 2,594 715 < 
‘Tax on stock - = * 5,062 4,937 125 — 
Court fees “ - - 7,309 7,650 —_ 341 
Fines and forfeitures - - 2,546 2,369 177 — 
Interest on securities for sinking 
funds - - - - 5,805 5,313 492 —_ 
Interest other than as above - 2,023 1,488 535 -- 
Jamaica railway revenue - - 26,034 22,137 3,897 — 
Reimbursements for expenditure - 18,273 18,068 205 — 
Miscellaneous - = - 9,209 6,313 2,896 — 
466,696 | 459,467 20,441 18,212 
_ — 7,229 _ 
Revenue specially appropriated. 
Parochial road revenues - - 41,047 38,173 2,874 _ 
Kingston street tax - 1,288 1,554 ass 266 
Parochial municipal objects - 7,476 6,922 554 -- 
Poor rates - - - - 32,364 28,688 3,676 _ 
Sanitary rates - - 3,730 3,737 _ 7 
Fire rates - - - - 1,285 1,512 — 227 
Gas rates - - - - 2,251 3,373 — 1,122 
Miscellaneous - - - 999 1,030 — 31 
90,440 84,989 — 7,104 1,653 
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St 


Immigration Revenues. £ £ £ £ 
Export duties - - - 16,105 9,183 6,922 —_ 
Capitation tax - - - 5138 1,585 — 1,072 
Interest (general) - - 1,048 1,297 ~ 249 
Proceeds of planters’ notes - 2,470 6,440 — 3,970 
Miscellaneous - - - 109 266 160 

20,245 18,774 6,922 5,451 
— — 1,471 —_ 
Total General Revenues. 
Total general revenue - | 466,696 | 459,467 7,229 ~— 
Total revenue specially appro- 
priated - - - 90,440 84,989° 5,451 — 
Total immigration revenues - 20,245 18,774 1,471 — 
577,381 | 563,230 14,151 ae 
Receipts on Debt Account. 
Law 12 of 1879’ - - _ 25,000 _ 25,000 
Law 1 of 1879 - - - es 547 — 547 
Law 19 of 1880 - - - | 859,100 — 359,100 — 
Law 17 of 1880 - - - | 200,000 200,000 — — 
Excess of deposits over withdrawals 5,072 —_ 5,072 a 


— ———————. —} 


eau 


1,141,553 788,777 378,323 25,547 


me ~ 352,776 ee 


The yield of the general revenue was 6,729/. in excess of that 
of the year before, in spite of the decreases in 1881-82 under im- 
port and export duties and licenses. The falling offon these items 
was doubtless due to the depressed condition of trade generally in 
consequence of the cyclone and protracted droughts. The same 
cause also effected the rum duties which, though in excess of those 
of the year before, were still. considerably under the average of 
previous years. The other items hardly call for any special 
remark, except that the recovery of the railway revenue from the 
- unusually low receipts of the year before is very satisfactory. 


The increase under appropriated revenues is peculiarly gratify- 
ing, as there has been no change in the incidents of the taxation, 
and the increase, which has now been regular for some years, 
must represent an actual increase of wealth or comfort amongst 
the people inmore and better houses and in more horses and 
carts. 


The immigration revenues show a small increase over the 
preceding year, which is due to the large receipts under export 
duties, caused by the unusually good sugar crop which has heen 
the best, certainly for 31 years and, probably, for 40 if allow- 
ance is made for size of packages. The capitation tax is, of 
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course, gradually falling with the expiration of the indentures of 


those coolies introduced prior to 1877. 
The following is asimilar comparative statement of the Treasury 


disbursements compared with the year immediately preceding :— 


nn ere SEER 
aaneeeeel | 1881-82. | 1880-81. | Increase. | Decrease. 
Lo a SS 
General Expenditure. £ £ £ £ 
Charges of debt - - - 45,831 45,416 415 a 
Pensions - “ = - 13,765 13,373 892 a 
Administrative departments = 31,799 81,038 761 ae 
Revenue departments - - 31,867 31,481 386 ass 
Postal service - - - 16,639 16,942 -- 303 
Telegraphs - « - 3,269 3,352 — 83 
Judicial - - = - 87,356 88,054 — 698 
Ecclesiastical - - - 7,677 8,122 — 445 
Special grant - : - 2,600 — 2,600 ee 
Medical - = E = 51,457 48,560 2,897 ya 
Constabulary - - -| 49,399 51,178 — 1,779 
Penitentiary and prisons - - 25,304 26,736 — 1,432 
Reformatory - - - 4,566 4,392 174 
Education - - - 22,865 25,716 — 2,851 
Harbour masters ~- - - 950 979 — 29 
Colonial allowances to troops Z 4,286 3,931 855 =e 
Pilotage and harbours =~ - 476 223 253 — 
Steam communication with America 3,906 4,029 — 123 
Steam communication round the 
Island - - er 1,656 1,154 5()2 a 
Subsidy to West India and Panama 
Telegraph Company = - - 2,000 2,000 — eeet 
Civil Service Commission - — 310 — 310 
Census, 1881 - - - 127 6,033 —_ 5,906 
Registrar-General’s Department - 2,852 2,995 — 143 
Island Record Office - - 923 886 37 ote 
Printing and stationery establish- 
ment 8,003 7,916 87 ‘s 
Institute of Jamaica - - 972 879 93 a 
Public plantations and gardens - 5,281 5,456 
Jamaica Railway - - - 12,776 12,491 
Miscellaneous - - - 7,727 7,772 
Public works - - - 51,306 73,210 
Lighthouses - - - 1,311 1,253 
Parochial expenditure = - - 2,132 2,058 
451,078 | 477,985 
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Sena ASE aie eee eee SES. eee ae sy Daadd en ge! ALY og el 


Expenditure from appropriated 


Revenues. £ £ £& £ 
Parochial roads - - - 33,853 41,457 — 7,604 
Kingston streets - - - 414 279 135 oa 
Parochial municipal objects - 9,180 5,565 3,675 — 
Relief of the poor - - - 82,361 86,141 — 3,780 
Sanitary appropriation = - - 3,304 2,753 551 — 
Fire appropriation - - - 1,109 1,405 — 296 
Gas appropriation, Kingston - 2,410 8,046 ~- 636 
ba es 4,361 12,316 
82,631 90,586 _ 7,955 
Total general expenditure - | 451,078 | 477,935 — 26,857 
Total expenditure from appro- 
priated revenues - - - 82,631 90,586 _ 7,955 
Total immigration expenditure - 24,522 81,545 — 7,023 
Total ordinary expenditure - | 558,231 600,066 — 41,835 


Expenditure out of Loans raised or 
to be raised. 


Jamaica railway - - - | 189,770 76,499 63,271 — 
Jamaica Telegraphs - - 282 2,869 — 2,587 

Portland bridges - - 163 — 163 — 

Law 19 of 1880 - . - 2,718 — 2,718 — 
= _ 66,152 2,587 

Total expenditure out of loans | 142,933 79,368 63,565 — 


Disbursements other than Expen- 


diture. 
Sinking funds - : - 14,853 18,210 _— 8,357 
Redemption of debt - - | 168,935 9,387 159,548 — 
Excess of withdrawals over deposits _— 11,832 — 11,832 
_ — 159,548 15,189 
Total disbursements other than 
expenditure - - | 183,788 39,429 144,359 we 
Grand total expenditure - | 701,164 679,434 21,730 — 
Total disbursements other than 
expenditure - - - | 183,788 39,429 144,359 — 


Grand total disbursements - | 884,952 718,863 166,089 — 


The general expenditure, which was 26,856. less than that of 
the year before, hardly calls for any special remark. Soon after 
the commencement of the year, when the Government had reason 
to think that the chief sources of revenue would not come up to 
the estimate, it was decided to curtail all expenditure on improve- 
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ments that could be postponed without great injury, and this 
accounts in great measure for the considerable decrease under 
public works. The decrease under census is due to the work 
having been completed, while the other changes about balance 
each other. 


The appropriated expenditure which was also less by 7,955/. 
than that of the year before is entirely in the hands of the several 
parochial boards. The decrease is principally under parochial 
roads, and may be attributed to the fact that the dry weather 
which prevailed during the greater part of the year reduced the 
expenditure for the keeping of such roads in order. ‘There was 
also some decrease under the item for relief of the poor, which, 
however, was still in excess of the average expenditure of previous 
years, the effects of the distress amongst the lower orders conse- 
quent on the cyclone and protracted drought not having yet 
entirely passed away. 


The immigration expenditure in its turn also shows a decrease 
(7,0232.) when compared with the year before. ‘There were no 
expenses on account of introduction, and smaller amounts were 
required both on account of colonization and return passages. 


The unusually large expenditure on account of redemption of 
debt was caused by the operations under Law 19 of 1880, under 
which debentures under the older Loan Acts were redeemed with 
money borrowed at a lower rate of interest. 


There has been so much said of late on the subject of supposed 
unsoundness in the financial position of the Colony and so much 
misconception of the real condition of the finances has been shown, 
that it may be useful to point out here the true state of affairs 
by a brief retrospect of the revenue and expenditure of the Island ; 
and for this purpose it will be most convenient to take the period 
of 1867-68 to 1880-81, as representing a tefm during which 
there was little or no disturbance of the incidence of taxation, the 
first year of the term having been that in which the basis of 
taxation was adjusted after the introduction of Crown Govern- 
ment, and the present year (1881-82) being excluded in conse- 
quence of the imposition during the year of the temporary increase 
of import duty and the extra duty on rum. 


Taking first the revenue for this period and comparing the 
first year of it with the last, it will be found from the published — 
accounts that there has been a total increase of revenue of nearly 
181,700/., of which not more than 16,700/. can. be attributed to 
increased taxation, while, on the other hand, taxation has been 
reduced in other ways to the extent of 33,400/.; there has thus 
been a net decrease of taxation to the amount of 16,700/, 
notwithstanding which the revenue has increased, as above 
stated, 
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The above shows the aggregate of both general ‘and appropriated 
revenues; but, taking them separately, the results stand as 
follows : — 

General Revenue. 


£ 
Increase of Revenue - - 157,600 
Decrease of Taxation ~ - 28,500 


The sum of these two amounts, viz., 186,100 
may be taken to represent the benefit accrued to the general 
public from the financial operations of the period. 


Appropriated Revenues. 
Ao 
Increase of revenue - - 25,100 
Increase of rates - - - 4,900 
The difference of - ~ - 20,200 


indicates the improvement in parochial finances. By far the 
greater portion of the increased rates is for new services, viz., 
sanitary, fire, gas. 

Turning now to the expenditure a similar comparison will show 
that the net increase for general purposes has been 195,700/. ; of 
this, however, about 124,300/. was expenditure on services which 
were either altogether or almost new, Jeaving only 71,4002, or 
say 5,000/. per annum, as the increased cost for maintaining the 
efficiency of the service and keeping pace with and advancing the 
progress of the Island. 

The net increase of parochial expenditure has been about 
50,7002, of which 11,7002. may be set down as due to increase of 
rates (chiefly for new services) and the balance is the result of the 
better yield of former rates. These rates being applied by the 
parochial boards to specific local objects, and the expenditure 
being limited to the amount of the collections, any increase of 
expenditure, so far from needing justification, should, in fact, 
be the measure of the progress made by the boards towards the 
better attainment of the objects for which the rates are imposed. 


Pensions. 


During the year seven pensions, amounting in all to 2611., were 
granted on the principles of the Imperial Superannuation Acts 
and Treasury Rules, in consequence of the retirement from 
office on the unavoidable grounds of either old age or ill-health 
permanently incapacitating the holder from the performance of his 
duties. The pension list has been, on the other hand, relieved by 
the death of nine pensioners who drew 7 2’71. 


Debt. 


During this year the Island debt has been considerably affected 
by the operations under Law 19 of 1880 under which debt to the 
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amount of 390,256, bearing interest at the rates of 5 and 6 per 
cent, will have been paid off and consolidated into one loan., 
bearing interest at 4 per cent. The temporary relief in interest 
and redemption charges to the general revenue by this operation 
will be at the rate of about 14,0002. a year at first. 


An instalment of 200,0002. of the loan authorised to meet the 
expenses connected with railway extension was also raised during 
the year. This amount, which bears interest at the reduced rate 
of 4 per cent., was readily taken up in London at rates ranging 
from 98/. to 1002. 5s. and averaging 997, being about 4 per cent. 
higher than the previous issue of 43 per cent. debentures. 


No further amounts were raised during the year on account of 
any special local services. | 


The debt paid off during the year amounted to 6,600/ Of 
this amount 5,900/. was on account of the loan under 27 Vict. 
c. 27, and was met from the sinking fund accumulated for the 
purpose, and 700/. was on account of the old Kingston Streets 
Reconstruction Loan of 1865—was met from the surplus of the 
special sources of revenue under that Law, An amount of 9,1861. 
13s. 4d. under the old Immigration Loan Acts would also have 
been paid off from general revenue during this year, but advantage 
was taken of the provisions of Law 19 of 1880 to redeem the 
amount with money raised under that Law, and thus lighten the 
burden on the revenues of the year, which it was foreseen would 
fall short of the estimate. 


The public debt directly secured on the general revenue has 
stood as follows on the 30th September in each of the last ten 
years, after making allowance in each year for the sinking funds 
actually invested for the eventual redemption of debt :—— 


Bg $e. at. <= s. a 
1873 - 554,492 18 11 1878 - 641,644 10 9 
1874 - 539,108 8 2 1879 - 718,608 11 11 
1875 - 548,024 3 7 1880 - 721,481 6 8 
1876 -' 601,413 8 = 5 1881 - 920,924 19 4 
1877 u 485,107 1) 4 1882 - 1,238,750 O 0O 


The Jarge increases in 1878 was due to the transfer of the 
immigration debt as an obligation of the general revenue, and that 
in 1879, 1880 and 1881, to the loans raised for the purchase, 
reconstruction and extension respectively of the railway. In the 
year under report the increase, with the exception of the further 
instalments of 200,000/. raised on account of railway extension, is 
only apparent, and is due to the fact that the whole of the loan 
under Law 19 of 1880 is shown asa charge on the general revenue 
while 146,780/. of the amount have been raised to extinguish an 
equal portion of the liabilities of the several local commissioners 
(water, gas, markets and Rio Cobre), whose original liability in 
respect of the amounts redeemed on their account has been 
continued under Law 12 of 1882 to the general revenue as the 
holders of such original debentures, 
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The total amounts due by the several undertakings and including 
the surn of 146,780/. herein-before mentioned, stood as under on 
the 30th September last :— 


£ 
Rio Cobre irrigation - - - 126,500 
Kingston and Liguanea waterworks - - 98,200 
Kingston markets - - - - 20,000 
Kingston gasworks - - - - 30,000 
Kingston slaughter-house — - - - 10,000 


In none of these cases has it yet been found practicable to 
make from the special revenues any provision for the repayment 
of capital, although in one (the Kingston waterworks) some 
provision can now be made towards the redemption of debenture 
debt ; while in regard to the Rio Cobre Irrigation Loan, the 
general revenue was called upon under its guarantee to pay 8,262. 
during the year as the deficiency of receipts against interest on 
loan and working expenses of the canal. 


Legislative Council. 


The Honorables Samuel Constantine Burke, Crown Solicitor, 
and John Macglashan, Auditor-General, having tendered the 
resignation of their seats in the Legislative Council, Her Majesty 
was pleased to accept the same and to appoint in their places the 
Honorables Arthur Harvey Alexander, Protector of Immigrants 
and Thomas Capper, Inspector of Schools. 

The Council met on the 22nd of November 1881, and was 
prorogued on the 14th of February 1882. It was re-opened for 
the object of amending the Railway Extension Loan Law, 1880, 
on the 18th of May, 1882, and adjourned on the next day. 
During its sittings thirty Laws were enacted. 


Civil Establishment. 


There were no changes in the higher offices of the Civil Service 
of the Colony during the year. 

Dr. Mosse, the Superintending Medical Officer, was on leave 
of absence from the Island for seven months, during which period 
his duties were discharged by Dr. Pringle, District Medical 
Officer. 

Major-General Mann, R.E., C.M.G., Director of Public 
Works, was also on leave of absence during the year for a short 
period and his duties were performed by his Deputy, Captain 


O’Brien, R.E. 
Main Roads and Public Works. 


The main roads throughout the Island are reported by the 
Director of Public Works to have been generally in very fair 
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order at the close of the year. The expenditure during the year 
was— 


£ 
For maintenance and repair - - 23,381 
New works - - - 1,314 
24,695 


The cost of maintenance of main roads and bridges per mile 
was 301. 17s. 9d. . | 

The total expenditure under all heads of the Public Works 
Department (excluding railways) was 62,100J. 8s. 8d. 

The sum of 37,4051, included in the above amount, was 
expended in miscellaneous repairs and maintenance of public 
buildings and works, the construction of some new works, 
expenses in connexion with land, &c.; and italso is charged wth 
the sum of 8,864/. Ils. 10d. for salaries of the Department and 
475l. 16s. 11d. for rents, office contingencies, &c. 

Among the new works constructed a sum of 2,458/. 9s. appears 
for the Old Harbour waterworks, which are now completed at a 
total cost of 3,208/. 15s. 11d. and handed over to the manage- 
ment of the Municipal Board of St. Catherine. This work must 
prove a boon to a district and village which have always suffered 
severely from the want of ready access to water. 

The Spanish Town waterworks, still under the management of 
the Public Works Department, have shown satisfactory results in 
all respects, giving a return for the year of nearly 9 per cent. on 
the total capital expenditure. 

An iron girder bridge on masonry piers over the Horse Savanna 
River, Portland, has been completed, and the improvement of the 
roads generally in various ways has been continued. 

A few of the more important items of expenditure on the repair 
of existing public buildings or the erection of new buildings are 
mentioned below; new roof to St. Peter’s Church, Westmorland, 
and Chichester Church, Hanover. The latter is not yet completed. 
Both these edifices are still on the list for external preservation as 
they are not yet transferred to the Dis-established Church, 

The new range of cells at the General Penitentiary has been 
well advanced and the commodious new hospital completed and 
brought into use. 

The infirmary for females at the Lunatic Asylum was almost 
completed. 

Several police stations have been built or purchased. 

New wards and other improvements have been added to several 
of the public general hospitals and prisons. 

In the amount mentioned above as the expenditure for the year 
en public works was included also a sum of 4,319/, 18s. 1d. for 
the Rio Cobre Canal works. 

It appears from the report that the maintenance and efficient 
working of this irrigation canal and its branches cost 1,726/. 9s. 5d., 
and that an additional sum of 2,593/. 8s. 8d. was expended in 
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restoring and extending the part of the apron of the overfall which 
received damage during the floods of October, 1881. The 
Director observes :—“ These important and difficult works appear 
** now to be as secure and complete as can be desired.” 

As regards the financial result of the year’s working and the 
prospects of the undertaking, the Director thus reports :—“ The 
** revenue earned during the vear was 2,810; the sum actually 
“ collected was 3,560/. 16s. 74d., the amount having been swelled 
** by arrears due the previous year. 

‘The sum earned in the year 1880-81 was 2,5871., so that the 

** consumption of water for irrigation has increased only by about 
* 2281., with so much land lying idle whilst abundance of water 
“ is ready at hand to render it highly productive. I look 
** earnestly and hopefully for the realization of one of the schemes 
** that have been projected for the establishment of central sugar 
factories in this very suitable aud inviting district. 
“T believe that such a project, if judiciously carried out, would 
** prove remunerative to those who might undertake it, and it 
** would also be so beneficial to the irrigation works, that I 
** should be prepared to recommend very favourable terms for the 
** delivery of water at least for the first few years of the under- 
“ taking, so as to encourage a scheme which would at once shew 
“* the great value of the works and would in a few years make 
** them a very paying concern. 

“The district engineer (Mr. Richmond) has remarked in a 
** recent report on the neglect of a proper system of tillage on 
“‘ the part of many proprietors who take water for irrigation, 
*“ especially on the part of those who take water in small quan- 
“ tities, in consequence of which the great advantages to be 
** derived from the judicious use of irrigation are for the most 
“ part lost; and he has suggested that it might be advantageous 
** that the Government should undertake the cultivation of some 
** 40 or 50 acres, as an experimental farm, under the manage- 
*“ ment of the Director of Public Gardens, &c., in order that 
“ practical knowledge on the subject of irrigation might be 
“ diffused.” The suggestion of the district engineer has been 
brought under the consideration of the Director of Public Gardens 
and Plantations, and his report is awaited. 


Lands. 


Operations under the Land Laws have been limited during the 
year, as the following statistics will show. They indicate also that 
the object of these Laws has been so far attained that squatting 
has almost ceased to be mentioned in connexion with lands in 
Jamaica where formerly it was a by-word. 

Proceedings under the 184th section of Law 22 of 1874 for 
obtaining possession of lands squatted upon were taken only in 
the following case :—Parish of Trelawny, squatters 300 acres. 

Operations under Law 5 of 1871 for the absolute forfeiture 
of lands on which land tax and quit rents have not been paid 
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for five years and upwards show 32,988 acres denounced as liable 
to forfeiture. 

Of lands already in possession of the Crown 4,678 acres were 
leased out during the year and 6,429 acres were sold, of which 
latter some 1,600 acres were sold at a nominal upset price on 
conditions stipulated for the extension of cinchona cultivation. 


Railways. 


The working of the completed line of railway between Kings- 
ton and Old Harbour with the short branch to Angels, 254 miles 
in all, show a gross revenue of 26,015/. 2s. 11d. and gross expendi- 
ture of 13,1412. 8s. 3d., leaving a net return of 12,873 14s. 8d. 
This net revenue is 2,935/. Os. 9d. in excess of the net amount 
earned last year, and exceeds by 1,443/, 18s. 4d. the highest net 
revenue previously earned on the line. 

This satisfactory increase may doubtless be attributed to the 
improved condition of trade during the year and to the increasing 
public confidence in the good management of the line generally. 

The passenger traffic during the year was made up of 137,086 
passengers and compared with the previous years as follows :— 


— lst Class. | 2nd Class. | 8rd Class. Season Tickets. 
1881-82 - 12,875 12,713 103,178 8,320 
1880-81 - 10,024 138,719 97,673 7,780 
1879-80 ~ 9,250 15,880 119,937 8,220 


The working expenses of the line, although in excess of the 
amount spent last year, show a decrease in the proportion to the 
amount of the receipts, such proportion having been as under in 
each of the three last years :— 


1881-82 - - - - 50°56 
1880-81 - = a - 5630 
1879-80 - * - 58-07 


The proportion in the year under report will be found to 
compare favourably with that on most English railways, while it 
is considerably less than that on the Trinidad line, which was 
70°49 and 67°21 in 1881 and 1880 respectively. 


RAILWAY EXTENSIONS. 
The following information on this subject has been supplied by 
the Director of Public Works :— 


; Porus Extension. 


The preliminary surveys and staking out of the line having 
been completed the works were forthwith commenced in May 
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1881, and carried on by Government till January 1882, at which 
time they were handed over to the contractors. 

The value of work executed by Government amounted to about 
16,0002. 


Labour. 


Labour has been plentiful, the number of hands employed 
averaging about 1,340. 


Land. 


The land required for the works is cleared of bush as far as 
the 18th mile and stumped, 44,000 lineal yards of post and wire 
fencing having been erected along the line of railway. 


Earthworks. 


All the banks and cuttings are in progress as far as the 18th 
mile, no earthworks having been commenced beyond this point. 
- The total amount executed to September 30th 1882, was 
259,525 cubic yards. 


Bridges und Culverts. 


Two viaducts of three spans 30 feet and 25 feet respectively 
are completed. 

An over bridge of 15 feet span is completed. 

An arch of 20 feet span and 110 feet in length is completed. 

A viaduct of three spans of 25 feet is in progress. 

Four bridges of 25 feet span are in progress. 

Two bridges of 15 feet span are in progress. 

One bridge of 9 feet span is in progress. 

Kighteen culverts varying from 2 to 8 feet opening are com- 
pleted, and 17 in course of erection. 

For the erection of bridges and culverts 3,078 cubic yards of 
earth have been excavated for foundations and 4,106 cubic yards 
of cement concrete used in their construction. 

No masonry has been commenced beyond the 15th mile. 

The weather throughout has been favourable for the progress 
of the works, 


EWARTON EXTENSION. 


Land. 
All land purchased has been partially cieared. 


Fencing. 


6,000 lineal yards have been erected and other material is on 
the ground for fencing. 
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Earthworks. 


All cuttings have been commenced, 265,000 cubic yards having 
been excavated since June 1881, three out of four tunnels have 
been commenced. 


Masonry. 


Fifteen small culverts have been completed and five arch bridges 
in concrete as well as three viaducts have been commenced. 

Three retaining walls are in course of construction, two of 
which are 330 feet in length and 50 feet in height. 

Two road diversions are being made. 


Ballast. 


6,000 cubic yards are spread and more is being broken. 


Permanent Way. 


Rails have been laid for the first mile and the cuttings and 
banks finished for that distance. 


Labour. 
The average number of hands employed daily has been 2,700. 


Telegraphs (Inland). 


The working of this department continued to be very satis- 
factory during the year, the revenue having been 3,310/, or an 
increase of 7142. on the receipts of the year before. 

In addition to the 33 stations which were open at the close of 
1880-81 five more were opened during the year, and one which 
had been temporarily closed was re-opened, one of the new 
stations being at Port Royal, which has proved of great service to 
the naval authorities. 

The total number of messages sent and received was 58,862, 
and exceeded by 12,003 the number in the year before. ‘The 
revenue earned was more than sufficient to cover the disbursements 
of the year for working expenses, which amounted to 3,289/. 

The Island Telegraph Department has now been in operation 
for little over two years, and is appreciated as a great public con- 
venience. Indeed, with the large and increasing fruit trade, to 
which early intelligence is often of vital importance, and with the 
considerable number of steamers moving round the island, the 
means of telegraphic communication with the chief towns affords a 
facil:ty without which the trade of the island would be seriously 
hampered. 
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District Courts. 


The business transacted in each of the last 10 years is shown in 
the following summary :— 


oe | 1873. | 1874, | 1875. | 1876. | 1877. | 1878, | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. | 1882, 
Criminal trials - | 2,679 | 8,210 | 8,545 | 8,862 | 8,707 | 4,054 | 3,819 | 8,197 | 4,372 | 8,279 
Small causes - | 8,050 | 7,982 | 8,581 | 9,446 | 9,212 | 9,616 | 7,704 | 7,652 | 7,779 | 6,907 
Judgment sum- 

monses - - 843 | 1,897] 1,511 | 1,786 | 1,670 | 1,679 | 1,592 | 1,692 | 1,514} 1,804 
Equity cases - 18 7 5 6 8 21 20 15 19 14 
Cases under Land 

Law - - 241. 228 183 809 222 163 104) 126 159 78 
Bankruptcy cases 8 6 4 18 17 5 1 8 il 6 
Probate cases “ 29 23 89 62 93 94 102 109 147 181 


£ £ £ 2 | @& £ £ £ £ £ 
Amount claimed - | 41,148 | 50,825 | 52,098 | 56,490 | 60,894 | 63,800 | 51,510 | 47,408 | 54,736 | 45,735 
Judgment obtained |19,873 | 25,778 | 26,048 | 27,970 | 80,976 | 82,348 | 28,479 | 84,056 | 30,747 | 26,946 
Costs - : -| 3,810 | 4,212 | 5,812 | 4,952 | 5,531 | 5,626 | 4,952 | 4,057 | 5,851 | 4,496 
Court fees - - | 4,600 | 4,721 | 4,994 | 5,597 | 5,486 | 5,491 | 4,757 | 4,484] 4,588 | 4,073 


The decrease in criminal trials and small causes cannot be 
regarded as otherwise than satisfactory. 

There were 14 appeals from the decisions of these courts 
during the year, nine being in civil, and five in criminal cases; in 
five cases judgment was reversed (all except one from the 
Northern District Court). In two cases judgment was set aside ; 
in five cases the appeal was dismissed ; one case was sent back for 
reconsideration, and in one case the judgment was affirmed. 

By some ill-informed persons the usefulness of these courts has 
been called in question, and thoughtless proposals have even been 
made for their abolition. 

To me, on the contrary, they appear to be absolutely indispen- 
sable for the due administration of justice. It is possible that, 
without great labour and expense, the Supreme Court could afford 
the means of disposing of the great majority of these smaller 
causes in all branches of the law, and most of them are quite 
beyond any jurisdiction which it would be proper to confide to 
justices of the peace in petty sessions. 


Pustic GARDENS AND PLANTATIONS. 


The Director in his opening remarks states that “ the operations 
“© of the Department in their more practical phase of raising and 
« distributing plants of economic value throughout the Isl: 1d have 
“ been most marked and successful.” It may be added that the 
great usefulness of the Department in these respects 18 universally 
appreciated in the Colony, and is in some measure owing to the 
facility of free transport by the coasting steamer granted by the 
Atlas Company : the demand for plants and seeds of plants of 
economic value, flowering plants, shrubs, &c., has largely increased 
in the last few years. During the last year it may be mentioned 
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as indicative of the progress of cultivation of new products that 
5,285 plants of Trinidad cacao and 2,911 plants of Liberian coffee, 
besides seeds, were distributed from the Castleton Garden alone. 

The comparative drought felt in most parts of the Island during 
the year considerably retarded planting operations at the gardens. 
In connexion with this circumstance the Director takes the 
opportunity of calling attention to the subject of forest conservation. 
This matter is of great moment to agriculturists in the Island. 
There are great difficulties in the way of organizing a system not 
alone of conservation but of reforesting (which in many parts of 
the Island is needed). ‘The chief difficulty may perhaps be the 
expense such a system, if thoroughly carried out, would entail, but 
the subject is engaging the attention of the Government, and the 
Director of Public Gardens and Plantations has been asked to 
study the subject in its relation to local circumstances and to make 
a report. 


Castleton Gardens, 


This is the principal seat of exchange of plants, seeds, &c. 
previously referred to; and, as showing the valuable work in 
this line that is being done at these gardens, it is sufficient to give 
the following details of plants distributed in the Island :— 


Trinidad cacao - - - - 5,285 
Liberian coffee - - ~ ~ 9911 
Nutinegs - ~ - - - 776 
Cinnamon - - » - - 294 
Cloves - ~ ~ - - 126 
Oranges ~ - - - - 2,647 
East India mango grafts - - - 43 

= a » seedlings - - - 36 
Palms = - ~ ~ - 1,023 
Miscellaneous fruits and economic plants - 1,778 
Miscellaneous ornamental trees and shrubs - 8,045 


Total number of plants distributed - 22,964 


As I shall have occasion to mention further on, this is the more 
satisfactory, as a considerable number of plants are distributed 
from the Hope nurseries. 


Cinchona Plantations. 


When Government first took in hand the cultivation of cinchona 
it was an experiment to test the adaptability of the climate, soil, &c. 
of the high lands of Jamaica to the growth of this product. ‘This 
has now been practically demonstrated by the shipment of consider- 
able quantities of bark, the produce of the plantations, to the London 
market, where it has realized the highest prices. It is now the object 
of the Government, within the limited scope which it has set itself 
in this and cognate matters, to restrict further operations at the 
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plantations to experiments in the cultivation of different sorts of 
cinchona, especially as private enterprise has embarked to a 
considerable extent in the industry. 

There are about 25 or 30 species, varieties and forms of cinchona 
barks now the subject of careful experiment and investigation at 
the plantation. 

The demands of private cinchona growers have in most instances 
been fully met from the plantation nurseries, 

The result of bark sales in London realized a sum of 
2,539. 2s. 8d. for a net weight sold of 18,732 lbs. The prices 
obtained were most satisfactory and encouraging. The highest 
prices, viz., 8s. and 4s. 11d. per lb., were obtained by no other C. 
officinalis bark in the market, while they were approached only by 
one sample of calisaya bark, usually considered more valuable than 
officinalis bark, which sold for 5s, 3d. per Ib. 

An attempt is about to be made to manufacture in the Colony 
cinchona febrifuge for the purpose of placing this most useful 
medicine within the reach of the poorer classes. Thus an ad- 
ditional object will be attained here which was not overlooked by 
the Home Government when advocating cinchona cultivation in 
the Colonies. 

A certain number of cadets are received at the plantations for 
study, in order that after a period they may be considered fit to 
pursue cinchona planting on their own account with some certainty 
of success and to become managers of plantations. 

Apprentices are also taken of the better class of native workmen, 
and these when they have served a sufficient time are available for 
employment on any plantations that may require the services of 
skilled men. 


Kingston Parade Garden. 


This garden has been properly maintained, and is still much 
appreciated by the inhabitants of the city, who frequent it in large 
numbers. 


Palisadoes Plantation. 


The cocoanut groves yielded a small return of nuts during the 
year, and this is attributed to the severe drought and the after 
effects of the cyclone of 1880. 


Hope Plantation. 


The distribution of economic plants is carried on from this 
plantation to a considerable extent. The nurseries, covering 
about two acres, are in good order and well stocked. 

An acquisition of great importance to sugar planters has been 
made in a collection of some 44 varieties of sugar cane, procured 
through the kindness of the Government of Mauritius from 


a coliection made by Mr. Horne, Director of Gardens and. 


Forests in that Colony, who was commissioned by the Chamber 
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of Agriculture there to make a selection of the best sugar canes 
found in Australia and the islands of the Pacific. These canes 
will be utilized for propagation as quickly as possible. 

As an indication of the interest now taken by planters in the 
introduction of new varieties of cane, it may be observed that the 
demand during the year for tops for planting was beyond the re- 
sources of the Department to supply. 


Education. 


The statistics furnished by the Inspector of Schools for the 
year 1881-82 indicate a quick recovery of the schools from the 
temporary depression of the previous year. 

Six hundred and twenty-seven schools received grants in aid 
this year as against 601 last year, and the total amount of the 
grants have also increased by nearly 7007. The following statis- . 
tics show the comparative results for 1880-81 and 1881-82 :— 
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The total number of children between the ages of 5 and 
15 shown by the census of 1881 to be in the Colony at that 
date was 123,824; of these it appears that 53,366 were on the 
books of schools during the year 1881-82 and 29,894 pupils were 
in average attendance. It is at a glance apparent that large num- 
bers of the children of the Colony are not taking proper advantage 
of the means of education, but at the same time it is not to he 
assumed from the foregoing figures that over 65 per cent. of the 
children get no education. On the contrary, the school statistics 
go to show that the children have, on an average, three years each 
in an elementary school, and in some districts it has not been yet 
possible to place schools within reasonable distance for use by 
the children of residents in those localities. 

As I have remarked in my last year’s report on the subject of 
education, there is no evidence of a disinclivation on the part of 
the people to take advantage of the benefits of education for their 
children when and where these can be readily obtained. 

The average attendance at the schools bas been much more 
regular than last year, and this is no doubt due to the easier 


circumstances ef the parents. 
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The Inspector of Schools points out that the increase in average 
attendance is greatest in parishes like Manchester and St. Eliza- 
beth, where the best schovls are to be found, and least in such 
parishes as Portland and St. Thomas, where the character of the 
schools is, generally speaking, Jow. 

A strict observance has been insisted on during the year of the 
regulation making the class of schools dependent. upon the marks 
attained in each of the principal subjects as well as upon the total 
number. This has caused a decrease in first and second class 
schools, but that fact is of itself sufficient evidence of the useful- 
ness of the rule, which will ensure for the future much improve- 
ment in the system of teaching. 

The low educational status of the teachers of the elementary 
schools as a body has often formed the subject of remark in 
connexion with the Educational Department. It is therefore 
with satisfaction that I observe the establishment, mainly through 
the exertions of Mr. Hicks, of teachers’ associations throughout 
the Colony. The objects of these associations are to promote the 
interests of teachers, to advance their profession, to increase the 
efficiency of their work, and generally to further the cause of ele- 
mentary education in Jamaica. Mr. Hicks remarks: “The most 
“‘ important of the means provided are doubtless these two,— 
“ the dissemination among the members of educational books and 
“ periodicals and the holding of educational meetings.” No one 
who knows the conditions and circumstances surrounding the 
teachers in Jamaica will disagree with Mr. Hicks’ views of the 
importance of these points. 

Complaint is made that the work of dictation and arithmetic in 
the schools is not satisfactory. Undoubtedly the difficulties of 
English orthography have much to answer for as regards defi- 
ciencies in the former branch of schoo] exercises, and it should not 
be lost sight of that, in the case of the teachers themselves, they 
fail to pronounce their words clearly, and of the children in a 
greater degree that they do not know the English language 
sufficiently well to be able to fcllow its sound, even if well 
delivered. It must not be forgotten that the so-called English 
language spoken by the negroes of perhaps less than fifty years 
ago was a barbarous jargon of English words intermixed with 
others of Spanish and French origin, grafted on an African stem, 
forming, in fact, a “ patois,” and that the children of such parents 
have not yet learnt to use a much purer form of speech. The 
failure in arithmetic is abscribed to the faulty manner of teaching, 
and not to the lack of ability on the part of the scholars to master 
the science. Asa matter of fact, the negro is in practice remark- 
ably shrewd in money calculations and the science of numbers 
generally. 

Speaking generally of the schools of the Island, it may be said 
that they are doing good work ; their defects where existing have 
been pointed out by the Inspectors, and this, although naturally, 
in some cases has given rise to controversy and some vexation, 
will have the effect of inducing a closer watch by managers and 


JAMAICA 


—_— 


623 


624 


JAMAICA. 


122 PAPERS RELATING TO 


their teachers, resulting in improvement and steady progress 
towards a much higher standard than any of the schools can at 
present boast of. 


Immigration. 


The transactions of this Department, apart from the super- 
vision and protection of the East Indian immigrants already in the 
Island, were limited to the despatch of one return vessel to India, 
which conyeyed to Calcutta 448 souls, equal to 397 statute adults. 
These immigrants took with them treasury bills to the amount 
of 4,0491, 5s. (less than the ordinary accumulations) and the 
usual quantity of jewellery. 

There were no immigrants introduced during the season, owing 
to the non-application of proprietors for a sufficient quantity to 
render the charter of a vessel justifiable. The death-rate 
amongst indentured immigrants during the year was 4°56 per 
cent., while last year it was 3°78 per cent. The births show a 
slight increase, 2°23 per. cent. this year against 2°15 last year. 

The following summary shows the number of East Indian 
immigrants in this Colony on the 30th September, 1882 :-— 


Serving under indenture - - - 2,012 
Who have not completed ten years’ residence - 3,685 
Who have completed ten years’ residence - 8,126 
13,823 
SSS 

Emigration. 


In somewhat striking contrast to the almost total cessation 
of that immigration which was at one time strenuously asserted to 
be so necessary to the welfare of the Island as to warrant the 
heavy annual contribution to its support now borne by the general 
public, appears the fact that during the year under report alone 
the emigration of labourers from the port of Kingston, so far as 
it has been feasible to record it, has been 3,144; and at the time 
of the writing of this report is at the rate of about 1,000 per 
month to the Panama Canal works and to Mexico and Yucatan. 
In face of the coincidence that the sugar crop reaped during the 
year has been the largest for the last 31 years, and that the 
total number of indentured immigrants in the Island is returned 
by the Protector at barely 2,000, this exodus of native labour 
affords of itself a pointed commentary on much of the argument 
used to prop up the claim made for increased aid to immigration 
fund from the public purse. 

The contractors for the extension of the railway works, who 
employ nearly 5,000 labourers, find that the system on which 
they deal with the people secures to them as much labour as they 
need and of a kind which gives them satisfaction, and I have 
not learnt that the Public Works Department experience any 
difficulty in carrying on their services. 
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While the immediate loss of any productive labour may be 
regarded as a misfortune to the country, it need not, I think, in 
this instance be assumed to be an altogether unmixed evil, and it 
may, on the contrary, ultimately lead to beneficial results in a 
better appreciation and more permanent settlement of the labour 
question in this island, and to such an improvement in the 
position of the labouring class as will tend to remove from their 
minds any general inclination to emigrate with the view of 
bettering their prospects. 


It is known that many of the emigrants to the Isthmus come 
back to Jamaica—as far as can be ascertained as yet about a third 
of the whole number have done so—bringing with them money 
with which they arrange their affairs and aid their families. Many 
of them return to the canal works, taking others with them. 


I am disposed to anticipate advantage from this ebb and flow 
in the development of intelligence and habits of industry among 
our population ; and whenever the canal works are completed by 
far the majority of these emigrant labourers will find their way 
back to their native land. 


Government Savings Bank. 


The number of depositors and amount of deposits in the bank 
for the last 10 years are shown below :— 


Year. Number of Depositors. Amount of Deposits. 
£ 
1873 3,962 158,933 
1874 4,582 179,176 
1875 5,061 228,028 
1876 5,431 243,171 
1877 5,756 258,983 
1878 6,002 273,620 
1879 6,341 294,589 
1880 7,297 333,970 
1881 7,970 342,339 
1882 (9,548 324,847 


In the above amount for 1882 are included eight deposit 
accounts for the following public funds :-— 


£ 
Immigration colonization fund - - 12,106 
Immigration return passage fund - - 17,514 
Constabulary reward fund = - - - 1,406 
Sinking funds - - - - 14,644 
Smith and Beckford’s charity - - 2,135 
37,805 


‘Cormenieras is 
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There are, further, 133 accounts for trusts, charities, chancery 
suits, Administrator General, and bankrupt estates amounting to 
a total deposit of 27,8207. The remaining 9,402 deposits of 
259,222/. are all ordinary savings bank accounts. Of the 9,543 
accounts, 8,748 did not exceed J00/., and 5,248 did not exceed 51. 
Among the depositors were 636 coolies with deposits amounting 
to 14,0502 The decrease in the total amount of the deposits as 
between 1881 and 1882 is explained by the treasurer to be due 
to the closing of certain Government funds, the ordinary deposits 
having increased in number by 1,573, of which more than half are 
depositors of 5/. and under. This increase is the more gratifying 
when it is considered that for the whole of this year the rate of 
interest was reduced from four to three per cent., and may be 
taken as evidence that the people recognize in the bank an institu- 
tion which gives them security and in which their confidence has 
been firmly established. 


Of the deposits at 30th September, 1882, 20,0617. were invested 
in the Three Per Cent. Consols, 261,644/. were in Colonial securities 
other than those of Jamaica, 9,509/. were applied to the discount 
of the notes of employers, given to meet the cost of introduction of 
indentured immigrants, and 33,633/. was the Treasury debt to the 
bank. The Island debentures amounting to 196,288/. which the 
bank held were, during the course of this year, dealt with under 
the provisions of Law 19 of 1880 and the sum realised invested 
in other securities. Although by this operation the bank has 
suffered a diminution in the rate of interest on a considerable 
proportion of its investments, this diminution is compensated by 
the reduction in the rate of interest payable to depositors, and 
the effect has been to make such investments independent of any 
local circumstances, and thus increase the stability of the 


institution. 


During the year 3,417 accounts were opened and 1,844 closed, 
and the transactions were represented by 19,946 deposits amount- 
ing to 154,5792. and by 17,956 withdrawals of 175,3042, the 
increase in the amount of withdrawals being attributed to the 
closing of certain Government fund accounts referred to before, 
The withdrawals on account of ordinary depositors are this year 
less by 15,646. than in the year before. 


Four new sub-branches were opened during the year and one 
was closed, and additional facilities were afforded to depositors by 
the opening of the head office in Kingston from seven to nine 
o’clock on Saturday nights. Depositors are now allowed to 
withdraw amounts by application by telegram. 


The expenses of management and the interest credited to de- 
ositors amounted to 11,784/. against a revenue from investment of 
deposits of 15,0412, leaving a difference in favour of the bank of 
3,257, which is now carried to the credit of the general revenue. 
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Trade. 


The value of the imports in each of the last 10 years has been as 
follows :— 


Ea £ 
1872-78 == © 1,783,121 1877-78  - 1,492,722 
1878274. = "1,762,817 1878-79 - 1,347,342 
1874-75 - 1,759,942 1879-80 - 1,475,197 
1875-76  - 1,700,254 1880-81 - 1,392,669 
1876-77 - 1,552,339 1881-82 - 1,321,962 


this being, in fact, the lowest year in the decade, and showing a 
falling off of 70,7067. as compared with the previous year, the de- 
crease being manifest on goods paying specific duties, which show 
a decline on the whole in value to the extent of 200,9897, while 
ad-valorem and free goods exhibit an increase in value of 
108,5532. and 21,729/. respectively. Of the decrease in the value 
of rated goods, the three items, however, viz., bread or biscuit, 
flour and meal, or breadstuffs alone, show 131,9492 which is 
nearly double the total net decrease, and is mainly due to the 
largely increased production of food grown by the native popula- 
tion. Unfortunate as the effect has been upon the trade and 
revenue of the Colony, the fact cannot be taken to indicate any 
decadence in the prosperity or industry of the mass of the popu- 
lation. Under ad-valorem goods the following articles show the 
largest decrease :—drugs and medicines, 1,235/; groceries and 
confectionery, 2,438/.; stationery, 1,6222.; unenumerated 4,573. ; 
woollen and worsted, 1,961/.; while there are increases under 
bags, sacks and bagging, 1,003/.; carriages and parts, 1,1771; 
cotton manufactures, 77,445/.; earthen and china ware, 1,4721.; 
haberdashery and millinery, 3,426/.; hardware and cutlery, 
9,735. ; leather boots and shoes, 5,880/. ; leather, unenumerated, 
2,642/.; oznaburgh, 2,779/. Under free goods, there are decreases 
under steam engines, 10,329/.; stills, 3,4412.; iron wire, 2,279/. : 
while shooks of all sorts, 8,053/.; wood hoops, 7,861; coals, 
13,376/.; and ice, 1,071; show increases of the amounts placed 
after each item. 


On reviewing these figures, it would appear that there has 
been a remarkable decrease in the importation of food stuffs 
which was hardly anticipated to such an extent, although it was 
known that the large home production of ground provisions and 
other essentials grown by the native population would cause a 
considerable reduction in the demand for such importations. 
Having thus provided their own food the mass of the population 
had more money to spend on personal comforts, such as clothing 
and fancy articles of dress, which would account in a great 
measure for the very considerable increase under cotton manu- 
factures. 
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The following table, showing the value of the articles imported 
which were freed from duty in 1867, is given in continuation of 
similar tables in previous reports :— 


1 ae | 1872- | 1878- | 1874- | 1875- | 1876- | 1877- | 1878- | 1879- | 1880-| 1881- 
78. 74, 75. 76. hia 78. 79. 80. 81. 82. 
£ £ £ | £ £ £ £ £ £ &£ 
Steam engines - | 28,608 | 11,485 | 18,152 | 15,360 | 14,7385 | 8,857 | 7,306 2,802 | 20,709] 10,880 
Mills - - | 18,804 | 10,219 | 5,803 | 5,128 | 1,643 | 2,115 | 5,724 2,661 | 1,702) 2,203 
Other machinery - | 9,149 | 5,026 | 11,381 | 2,484 | 11,448 | 3,113 | 8,402] 3,823 | 5,075) 3,260 
Pans for boiling | 4,603 | 2,889 | 3,649 | 1,818 | 2,184] 2,488 | 2,124 6,182 | 1,190) 809 
sugar. . 
Pipes for fluids - |19,687 | 1,801 | 1,830] 1,955 | 3,755 | 2,095 | 1,193 1,435 | 1,534) 2,600 
Stills - - | 6,076 | 8,986 | 6,848 | 8,153 | 1,619} 1,880 433 696 | 5,217] 1,777 - 
Shooks of all sorts - | 17,051 |17,070 | 20,299 | 15,845 | 14,545 |11,761 | 7,460 8,488 | 4,370] 12,424 
Staves - - | 5,205 | 15,207 | 21,650 | 11,816 | 19,508 | 6,040 | 4,524 | 10,519 | 3,299) 10,645 
Wood hoops - | 1,856 | 1,822 | 2,192 | 1,609! 1,447 | 2,066 | 1,643 1,919 756] 1,982 
fron, galvanized - {| 6,971 | 5,839 | 5,746 | 4,533] 8,259 | 2,229! 2,097 974 | 5,156) 8,595 
» Other manu- _ 462 _ 5 _ 381 | — 1,344 | 4,964 14 
factures. ! 
Miscellaneous - | 5,243 | 3,559 | $,050 | 3,872} 5,651 | 3,730 | 4,892 | 4,592 | 7,443) 5,015 
118,248 | 78,815 |100,550 | 67,028 \'79,784 | 46,750 40.798 64,885 | 61,415] 54,654 


The figures of the past year do not call for any special remarks 
except that the large increase over the year before, in the im- 
portation of shooks and staves, was doubtless due to the large crops 
of sugar and rum. 

The value of the exports in each of the last 10 years is shown 


below :— 


Values. 


Of British, Foreign, 
and other Colonial 


ed 


Of Produce and 


Manufacture of the Produce and | Total. 
Colony. Manufactures. 
Vinee tie een ee Oe ee 
£ & £ 
1870-71 1,196,532 52,153 1,248,685 
1871-72 1,348,858 69,585 1,418,443 
1872-73 1,144,173 81,838 1,226,011 
1873-74 1,369,507 72,573 1,442,080 
1874-75 1,359,868 50,616 1,410,484 
1875-76 1,440,131 76,884 1,517,015 
1876-77 1,419,625 39,004 1,458,669 
1877-78 1,165,145 35,560 1,210,705 
1878-79 1,262,869 94,702 1,857,571 
1879-80 1,427,144 85,834 1,512,978 
1880-81 1,104,407 74,187 1,178,594 
1881-82 1,471,917 77,141 1,549,058 


I Nr Oe SO rencetes Oe ae ee ere eee? Ne 2 en 
being an increase this year of 370,464/. on 1880-81 , of 32,0437. 
on 1875-76, which was otherwise the highest year in the decade, 
and of 205,354/. on the average of the five years preceding 
1881-82. The increase on the year 1880-81 is made up of 
island produce, 367,5102., and British, foreign, and other colonial 
produce 2,954/; while the increase on the average of the five 
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preceding years is made up of island produce, 194,079J., and 
British, foreign, and other colonial produce 11,2757. 

On analysing the values of the several articles of export the 
principal increases appear under fruit, 80,0531. ; pimento, 24,9741. ; 
rum, 121,239/.; sugar, 277,382/, while there are decreases under 
cattle, 7,240/. ; coffee, 97,8481; ginger, 3,639/.; sticks, 1,5401. ; 
cigars, 3,524/. ; logwood, 38,7801. 

The values of the several articles of island produce exported 
bear the following per-centage proportions to the total export 
value as compared with a similar proportion for the year before :—- 


—_—_— 1881-82. 1880-81. 
Sugar - - - - 41°73 30°5 
Rum - - - ~ 20°08 15°7 
Coffee - - - - 9°07 20°9 
Logwood - - - - 6°24 19 
Fruit - - - - 8°44 4° 
Pimento - - - - 7°66 8° 
Others - - - 6°78 5" 


The exports of the principal staples for the last 10 years are 
shown in the following table :— 


Exports | 1871-72. | 1872-73. | 1873-74. | 1874-75. | 1875-76. | 1876-77. 
Sugar “ - bhds. 35,353 28,428 28,398 27,847 29,074 80,569 
Rum - - phns. 20,113 16,584 19,350 21,359 22,048 20,648 
Coffee . - Ibs. | 9,510,789 | 7,199,144 | 10,811,427 | 7,136,307 | 8,649,049 | 9,532,887 
Pimento - - Ibs. | 5,140,898 | 6,024,551 | 5,762,256 6,440,040 | 4,474,690 | 6,670,603 


Dyewoods—fustic 
and logwood = -_ tons 80,699 52,952 65,241 84,523 77,229 47,697 


Ginger - - Ibs. 590,766 815,659 | 1,181,789 | 1,490,845 | 1,613,764 | 1,097,863 
Arrowroot - Ibs. 13,198 2,470 1,636 | 21,983 21,152 3,514 
Fruit, value - £ 6,190 4,757 10,397 20,526 22,350 39,451 
(SOMONE ME Ps 7 sp degete 7” < cgeeeeea O, Ppregin 
Exports. | 1877-78. | 1878-79. | 1879-80. | 1880-81. 1881-82. 

Sugar - + hhds. 26,066 29,151 82,117 21,056 38,892 
Rum - - phns. 18,115 18,792 18,586 13,952 22,742 
Coffee - - Ibs. | 9,411,662 10,8.2,127 10,188,897 9,846,096 7,418,638 
Pimento - - Ibs. | 6,195,109 | 5,881,176 | 10,215,479 6,058,264 8,514,517 
Dyewoods—fustic 

and logwood - tons 36,070 58,658 48,024 45,459 33,409 
Ginger - - Ibs. 908,603 769,636 889,847 761,494 608,334 
Arrowroot - Ibs. 4,599 7,982 4,480 1,888 5,116 
Fruit, value ° £ 40,175 51,295 61,295 44,216 124,269 


EE LD eh EU apt « Act eet ie A AS 
The exports of sugar and rum have been certainly the largest 
for the last 31 years and possibly the largest since the year 
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1842, if allowance is made for the admitted fact that there 
has been great increase in the size of packages nominally the 
same. Ginger and dyewoods show the smallest export of any 
year in the decade, and there is also a considerable decrease in 
the export of coffee. On the other hand the cultivation of 
pimento and arrowroot would appear to be reviving. 

The very large increase in the export of fruit must be a matter 
for unmixed congratulation, for it must be borne in mind that 
the amount represented by these figures is actually paid to resi- 
dents in the Island and circulates in great measure among the 
labouring classes. 

The fruit trade appears to have entirely recovered from the 
severe check sustained from the effects of the cyclone in 1880, 
which were not apparent until 1880-81, and in the words used 
by the Collector-General in his last annual report, “with the 
‘© remarkable strides it has made within the past three years, 
“ there would appear to be no ascertained limit to this branch 
“© of our exports.” 

The exports from the Colony during the past five years were 
distributed in the following proportions :— 


— | 1877-78. | 1878-79. | 1879-80. | 1880-81. | 1881-82. 
ee SS 


United Kingdom - 78°8 73°26 67°3 66°5 62°5 
United States - 14°14 15° 20°1 18°9 17°8 
Dominion of Canada - 06 1:05 5°2 6°2 12°9 
Other Countries - ze 10°69 74 8:4 6°38 


en i a NN I ee 


The above shows that the export trade with the mother country 
is gradually declining and being diverted to the United States 


and Canada. 
Agriculture. 


In reviewing the agricultural statistics of the year it will be 
useful to bear in mind, what has been stated before in similar 
reports, that the land available for cultivation in this Island is 
2,353,797 acres. 

It is shown by the statistics furnished by the Collector-General’s 
department that of this area there are 123,523, acres on which 
property tax has been collected as being in cultivation otherwise 
than in Guinea grass (the chief fodder here for cattle and horse- 
kind) and in pasture land and pimento (this product being grown 
in lands which are also almost always utilized for grazing pur- 
poses). 

The different heads of cultivation, and the area on which the 
taxes have been collected are, as understated, in comparison with 
previous years. But, as a matter of fact, I believe these returns 
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to be often inaccurate and misleading. Payments of taxes during 
the year only are stated. Arrears due do not appear, and the 
amounts collected do not truly represent the land under culti- 
vation :— 

PER EL ESTs BOAR RR Ts a ALB lS el ee 


—- | 1881-82. 


1880-81. | 1879-80. | 1878-79. 
Sib hh II eR TNE Os Mails se ly Nome NBE IE i act SE ee aA” MS oes hea Fee 
Canes - ‘ - Acres | 39,870 39,712 43,071 44,860 
Coffee - 3 19,671 18,456 20,732 21,316 


Minor products (ginger, 


arrowroot, &¢.) - me 984 826 719 756 
Tobacco - ~ yee 345 408 292 339 
Cacao - - aor A 48 26 34 35 
Vegetables - - =, *523 29 18 44 
Ground provisions - ra hare 62,082 51,334 56,365 53,247 


* 490 acres paid for “ bananas.” 


It will be seen that cane cultivation appears to have decreased 
by about 5,000 acres within the last four years, but there has been 
an increase in the present year of 158 acres as compared with last 
year, 

Abandonment of unproductive estates has taken place of late, 
and cultivation on some properties has been restricted to a 
smaller area and better treated, but the crop of this year was the 
largest for the last 31 years, and it is within my knowledge 
that cultivation has been resumed on several estates which had 
been said to be wholly or partially abandoned. 

In several districts the cane was affected by a blight, which did 
some damage. The disease was investigated by the Director of 
Public Gardens and Plantations, and proved to be the result of 
the visitation of an aphis. In the southern districts a caterpillar 
was very prevalent for a few weeks, but its effect soon passed off 
and did not extend. 

Coffee cultivation has diminished apparently, according to 
statistics, by 1,641 acres in the last four years, but during this 
year it has nominally increased over last year by 1,215 acres. 
These fluctuations are probably not real. Coffee is not a plant 
requiring to be annually sown or planted, and the trees once 
established live many years. No one destroys coffee trees 
wilfully, and the explanation may be found in the fact that the 
coffee fields of the small settlers are used also for the cultivation 
of other crops, which leads to their being sometimes accidentally 
returned under one head and sometimes under another. 

There has been a small decrease known in one parish (Portland) 
due to destruction of bearing trees by the cyclone of 1880, and 
perhaps by the substitution in some other instances of fruit 
culture by small settlers; but although prices have recently ruled 
low, and the drought in the lowland districts has seriously 
affected the crop, these dispiriting circumstances have not led, it 
is certain, to any material reduction in the acreage in cultivation. 

R 7879. 
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Tobacco cultivation has apparently remained stationary during 
the period under review, a circumstance to be regretted in an 
Island possessing such favourable soil in many portions for the 
successful working of the industry. 

The cultivation of fruit must be judged of by the exports ; 
these show that it has advanced in strides. 

The largest export of bananas was during 1879-80, when 
440,642 bunches were shipped against 38,689 bunches in 1873. 

In 1880-81 in consequence of the cyclone the export fell to 
217,592 bunches, but in 1881-82 it has risen to 887,370 bunches 
representing a value of 88,7371. 

In 1872-73 the quantity of oranges shipped was 2,501,250 and 
progressed annually to 1879-80 when 14,609,489 were shipped ; 
in 1880-81 23,626,209 and in 1881-82, 35,456,978, representing 
33,684/. in value. 

Cocoanuts, though not treated as fruit, are exported from the 
Island in large quantities, and the demand is so great that it 
cannot easily be supplied. 

The export of the nut has increased from 3,614/. in value in 
1872-73 to 10,225/. in 1881-82. It is, however, less than the 
exports in 1879-80 which were valued at 20,5257. The decrease 
was caused by the number of trees blown down by the cyclone, 
and probably of nuts lost from trees not destroyed. 

The extraordinary rise in the fruit trade generally may be 
realized by observing that in a decade it has expanded from an 
export value of 8,360/. to one of 134,494/, and its prospects of still 
further expansion are very promising indeed. 

In many parts of the Island, especially the eastern end, the 
creation of the fruit trade and its progress has added much to the 
prosperity of whole districts, where for many years since emanci- 
pation and the abandonment of sugar estates rich lands had been 
left untilled and neglected. 

Notably this has been the case with Portland, not so very long 
ago regarded as among the poorest parishes in material wealth, 
but now rapidly rising in importance. 

I remarked in my last report that many gentlemen of means 
had embarked in the speculation of growing cinchona on Govern- 
ment land sold to them under certain conditions at a nominal 
upset price ; and I may add that the area of land purchased for 
the cultivation of this valuable bark is rapidly increasing. 

Cacao cultivation is receiving a large share of attention, which 
the statistics of the year do not show, as the land would not be 
returned under this head until the cacao comes into bearing. 

In the Bath district of St. Thomas it is said that about 250 
acres have been regularly planted and are highly cultivated ; in 
Portland about 300 acres have been established under the shade 
of bananas; in St. Mary, a considerable quantity of plants of the 
best Trinidad varieties have also been planted out; in St. Andrew, 
St. Catherine, St. Elizabeth and other parishes, the cultivation of 
the cacao is progressing. 
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There has been an increase during the year of 10,748 acres 
planted in ground provisions over last year. This is in icself, 
though but a single fact, pointedly inconsistent with ie oft- 
repeated assertion that the negro is not industrious and pro- 
gressive, 

In most parts of the Island a plentiful crop of ground provisions 
was reaped, and, consequently, the amount of pradial larceny has 
returned to its normal insignificance. 

The very large emigration of labourers to Panama and other 
places has not apparently hindered agricultural operations during 
the year, but it will no doubt, in the near future, create some 
scarcity of labour, unless such inducements are held out to the 
labouring class as will make it better worth their-while to apply 
their labour at home. 

Planting operations during the year were carried on under 
considerable disadvantages in some places owing to the comparative 
drought which was felt in many parts, but especially in the north- 
eastern and southern divisions of the Colony, but the results 
nevertheless were gratifying, specially as far as sugar was con- 
cerned, to an almost unprecedented extent, 


Constabulary. 


The strength of the constabulary force on the 30th September 
1882, was 1 Inspector-General, 21 officers, 122 sub-officers, and 
560 men, being 10 less than the authorized strength. Of the 
sub-officers and men 667 were able to read and write. 

One hundred and ninety rural head men and policemen distributed 
throughout 12 of the country parishes, according to the area of each 
parish (Kingston being exempted from the Law and St. Andrew 
declining to avail itself of its provisions), formed a very useful 
adjunct to the regular police force. 

In Kingston 207 sub-officers and men are stationed under one 
inspector and three sub-inspectors, inclusive of a small detach- 
ment stationed in the neighbouring town of Port Royal, which 
for certain purposes is treated as part of the city. 

A water police force of 15 men included in the strength of 
the detachment does duty about the harbour of Kingston and the 
wharves of the city, and is a valuable auxiliary in the prevention 
and detection of crime. 

The remainder of the police force, exclusive of recruits under 
drill at the depot and the head-quarter and depdt. staffs, is 
stationed throughout the several parishes uf the Island in detach- 
ments varying in number according to area and local requirements, 
ranging between 47. sub-officers and men in the very large 
parish of St. Catherine to 22 in each of the much smaller parishes 
of Hanover and St. James. 

As compared with the size of the Island, 4,193 square miles, 
with the difficulties of locomotion which, though much lessened 
of late, are still great, and with a scattered population of 580,804, 
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Jamatca. the strength of the police force, including its adjunct the rural 
a police, is extremely moderate. 

The police during the year, it is reported by their Head, per- 
formed their duties satisfactorily, It is unnecessary toparticularize 
these duties, as they did not vary from those of previous years, or 
differ from the routine duties of police forces. The force in 
Jamaica is happily not called upon to cope with disaffection or to 
put down very serious affrays. 

The following statistics are furnished by the Inspector-General 
of cases brought before the magistrates’ courts :— 


Discharged for want of evidence or 


prosecution - . - - 3,765 
Acquitted ~ ~ - ~ 3,342 
Convicted - - - - 6,919 
Committed for trial in Superior Courts - 4,307 
Undisposed of on 30th September, 1882 - 341 
Total - - - - - 18,674 

SoS 


And the following are the results of the committals to the 
superior courts :— 


Abandoned for want of evidence or 


prosecution - - - - 829 
Acquitted TE hes - +t 1,063 
Convicted - - > 2,346 
Remaining undisposed of on 30th 

September - - - - 265 
Total - - - - - 4,503 

= 


I may observe that offences against property committed without 
violence and simple larcenies have greatly diminished, and that 
the crime of predial larceny has been reduced to a remarkably 
low figure; on the other hand, the number of cases of arson is still 
large, and the crime of feloniously wounding horses and cattle 
is on the increase. Law 10 of 1881 to regulate the sale of drugs 
and poisons has been worked with beneficial results, and it is 
reported that, through the vigilance of the police in securing com- 
pliance with the provisions of Law 20 of 1879, there have been 
very few sugar-mill accidents. 

There has also been a marked decrease in burglary and shop- 
breaking cases in Kingston ; 30 cases were reported to the police, 
of which 17 were traced. These figures show how rare these 
crimes are ina city with a population of 38,566 souls, including 
its suburbs, inhabiting over 6,350 houses, and the comparison 
appears in a still more favourable light when it is remembered 
that the structure of the buildings generally is not such as to give 
security against attacks of this kind. The Inspector for Kingston 
reports that in six of the cases of burglary entry was effected 
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through windows which had not been properly secured, and he 
further states that during the year the constabulary found 144 
premises left open. 

The Inspector-General reports that “the police have been pretty 
“ vigilant during the year in the prosecution of offenders against 
** the Highway Laws.” 

The cause of vaccination has been considerably aided by the 
police. It is reported that over 21,254 children and adults were 
vaccinated during the year by the medical officers through the 
instrumentality of the police, and that 94 persons were prosecuted 
for non-compliance with the Law. 

The Health Laws and Quarantine Law have called for and 
received the active co-operation of the police with the proper 
authorities in the carrying out of their provisions. 

The Habitual Criminals’ Registry has been properly kept up 
and shows 1,353 criminals under supervision on the 30th Sep- 
tember last, and that 171 were re-convicted during the year. 


The “ Police Gazette” still continues to be of great service in. 


the detection of crime, 
Prisons. 


A remarkable decrease of over 20 per cent. is shown in the 
number of convicts in the several prisons and gaols of the Island 
during the year, as compared with last year, and this may almost 
entirely be ascribed to the cessation of preedial larceny in its tran- 
sient epidemic form which was engendered by local scarcity of 
food and other causes. Probably also the decrease may he 
attributable in some degree to the considerable emigration to the 
Panama Canal works of that class which contributes chiefly to 
the prison population. | 

The employment in the several institutions in this Island has 
not varied from former years, In the penitentiary at Kingston 
the usual trades are carried on, and brickmaking and lime burning 
occupy the convicts to a considerable extent. In the district 
and short term prisons their labour is utilized in stone-breaking, 
mending roads, making coir, &c. 

In the penitentiary penal labour is in force to the extent of 
work on the treadmill for all classes of prisoners during the first 
six months of their imprisonment and a crank is also in use for 
refractory characters; this latter punishment has only recently 
been revived, 

Penal labour by means of shot-drill is in force, or partially so, 
in all the district prisons except that of St. Mary’s, but in the 
short term prisons there is no sort of penal labour in force. 

The evil of overcrowding has occurred in some years ia the 
penitentiary and other prisons of the Island; but it has been 
absent this year. However this may be now, owing to the increase 
in population more than in the increase of crime, the great require- 
ment isa sufficiently large and well-arranged additional prison 
to be placed at some readily accessible spot out of Kingston and 
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designed for the reception of prisoners committed for terms of one 
year or more and less than five years. 

During the year improvements have been effected in the 
Penitentiary by the entire abolition of the associated wards. A 
new hospital with a range of hospital cells attached for the special 
confinement of prisoners under medical observation has also been 
completed. New dumb cells onan improved plan are far advanced 
towards completion. 

Improvements have also taken place on the female side. 

The district prisons have been improved during the year in the 
lighting of the associated wards at night and the commencement 
of.a system of night schools. 

Structural alterations tending to better ventilation have also 
been carried out in these prisons. 

There was in many of the prisons an absence of any religious 
teaching and it has during this year been arranged that a short 
service is to be held regularly every Sunday by the several 
superintendents somewhat after the style of that in use on board 
ships of war. 


Vital Statistics, 


It is necessary to introduce any comments upon the vital 
statistics of the Colony for the year by stating that the population 
of the Island according to the last census (1881) was returned at 
580,804 persons, including military and naval forces and transient 
seamen. 

The numbers of births and deaths in the year were 20,749 and 
11,874 respectively, showing the natural increase of 8,875 to the 
population, or at the rate of 15-2 per thousand persons living. 
The rate in the previous year was 10°7 per thousand. 

It is noteworthy that while the birth rate has declined, only 1 
per 1,000, the death rate has decreased from 26 to 20 per 1,000, 
and the average excess of births and deaths for the last three 
years shows a natural increase to the population of over 7,000 a 

ear. 
; Marriage has not proportionately increased to any extent during 
the year, the number of marriages being 2,368 or 4 per 1,000 of 
the population as compared with 3°7 in 1879-80 and in 1880-81. 
The paucity of marriages is much to be deplored, and in intimate 
connexion with the subject may be noticed the fact, that the 
illegitimate births were in proportion of 58°2 to each 100 children 
born, or over 12,000 children born out of wedlock during the 
year. 

It is indeed grievous that such a state of morals should continue 
to exist where Christian influences have been at work for such a 
long time, even since the abolition of slavery, nearly 50 years ago. 
But it must not be forgotten that the examples of the immediate 
progenitors of the present generation exist in many cases and are 
still objects of imitation to their descendants. Whatever the 
Church or moral instruction may do home example in this 
direction is a very considerable equipoise. The higher education 


HER MAJESTY'S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 135 


of the women of the Colony will undoubtedly effect some good, 
and the education of the girls by persons of their own sex will 
also tend to a more refined state of things. 

It is undeniable that the moral status of the peasant women of 
this Colony has always been and still is extremely low and that 
scarcely any successful efforts have been made to raise it. 

The deaths during the year were, as already stated, 11,874 in 
number, or at the rate of 20 per 1,000 of the population, and a 
sad feature in the roll, which otherwise is not high, is the death 
vate of children under five years of age, which equalled 38°5 per 
cent. of the total number of deaths. The chief causes contributing 
to this very regrettable mortality are the incompetence of native 
midwives and the ignorance and carelessness of mothers, whose 
natural instincts must in very many cases be blunted by the 
conditions of loose, immoral surroundings and vicious course of 
life. Another cause undoubtedly is the poverty of the mothers 
in a large number of cases. Abandoned by the fathers, the 
children have to depend entirely on the scanty earnings of the 
mothers. The Bastardy Law, though in force, is not of much 
avail, 

It is satisfactory to notice that there has been no epidemic of 
any sort during the year, although the neighbouring Islands of 
Cuba and Hayti and some of the States of Central America, have 
suffered from visitations of small-pox. No fatal cases have been 
registered here during the year. Strict quarantine has been 
enforced against these places, and to this may be ascribed our 
escape, 

Yellow fever, for which the Colony had once an unenviable 
notoriety, has been almost unknown of late years, and last year 
there were only four cases, all of seafaring persons, which is above 
the average of the last four years. 

The Registrar-General still complains of the number of deaths 
returned not medically certified. It is hoped that the recent 
establishment of a ticket system of medical relief for the poor will 
place the services of the medical officers more within the reach 
of the people; but it is unfortunately too true that they prefer 
rather to use their own remedies, or to employ the quacks who 
abound, than to avail themselves of the services of the regular 
practitioner. 


General. 


Reviewing the course of events within the Colony during the 
year, I regret that J cannot chronicle the revival of the import 
trade, which has continued in a state of depression partly from 
causes it is believed not confined to Jamaica, but also from the 
abundance and large consumption of local food whick has dimi- 
nished importations of supplies from abroad. 

Diminished public income is not in this case any indication of 
general distress. <pnde 

As regards the sugar planting interest my remarks under the 
head of agriculture shows how much it has been gratified by an 
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excellent crop. Coffee, on the contrary, has partly failed and a 
low price also reigned for the article in the home market. Dimi- 
nished consumption and lessened revenue from import duties may 
be in some degree traced to this as a cause, as it is known that 
the comfortable or straitened circumstances of a very large pro- 
portion of the peasantry and settlers of the better sort among them 
depend more upon the coffee crop than on that of sugar. 

The fruit industry, it is gratifying to state, has been extending 
itself conspicuously and bids fair to receive further development 
into a truly important business, affecting many classes of society. 

The drought during the year has been much felt in many parts 
of the Island, the rainfall having been scarcely one helf of the 
usual quantity. 

Notwithstanding this drawback the negroes’ provision grounds 
seem to have been fairly productive and, as a consequence, preedial 
larceny has dwindled down to an insignificant amount. 

The statistics of the railway and telegraph services show how 
greatly they are appreciated. There is practical illustration every 
day of the moving about of the inhabitants of the Colony to an 
extent unknown before. The great want in the Colony has always 
been easy and quick means of locomotion, and, though much has 
been done and is being done for the attainment of the object, a 
great deal requires still to be accomplished, and this will not be so 
until further railway extensions are carried out and more parochial 
roads cut and maintained. For this latter purpose the revenues 
appropriated to parochial road services are in many cases inade- 
quate. With an increasing population, industriously bent, ad- 
ditional outlets to shipping places and markets are absolute 
necessities, and this is felt in the Colony at the present time. 

The health of the Colony has been remarkably good. 

The usual good ofder and peace of the community have not been 
disturbed. There has been a considerable amount of political 
agitation but it has not reached the peasantry, to whom political 
questions appear to be of no interest, and the intelligent among 
them manifest from time to time, in their own way, their con- 
fidence in the justice and equity of the administration of the 
Government. 

A. MUSGRAVE, 
Governor. 
King’s House, 17th April 1883. 
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PAPER READ BY D. Morris, Esq., M.A. F.G.S., BEFORE THE 
Royau Corona INStTiruTe. 


Planting Enterprise in the West Indies. 


IN accepting the kind invitation of the Council to read a paper 
before the Royal Colonial Institute, 1 have been actuated simply 
by a desire to bring before its members, and through them before 
Englishmen generally, some points of interest connected with 
the present position of planting industries in our West India 
possessions. 

It may be as well for me also to mention that in coming befvre 
you this evening to treat of these industries, I do not wish to appear 
in the capacity of an advocate of any particular views or doctrines, 
nor do I desire to bring up or discuss any of the numerous problems 
of a purely controversial character, which have from time to time 
arisen in connexion with the treatment of West India questions. 
Such problems, however interesting they may be to the politician 
and reformer, do not necessarily fall within the range of my 
subject ; and hence, I believe, I shall best carry out the objects 
of the Institute, as well as endeavour to do justice to the great 
interests involved in the topic of my paper, if I confine myself 
chiefly, to a statement of facts as bearing upon the position and 
prospects of planting enterprises in the West Indies, and toa simple 
enumeration and description of such industries as have more par- 
ticularly come under my notice. 

These West Indian industries, many of them new ones, are seem- 
ingly in course of being gradually extended and improved ; and, 
as the general opinion with regard to the West Indies is, that they 
are either utterly ruined, or in astate of stagnation and decay, I 
would ask your kind indulgence while I endeavour to place before 
you the results of careful inquiry and observation, and give my 
reasons for sharing the belief that most of our West India posses- 
sions have already passed through the worst of their depression and 
troubles, and are beginning to enter upon a new and more pros- 
perous condition. And if { am able to place my facts before you 
in such a manner as to enlist your interest and sympathy in favour 
of these oldest of our Colonial possessions, I shall feel that my 
humble effort has not been in vain. 

At the outset, however, | desire, as one who has felt the value, 
and had many opportunities of judging of the results, to express 
my thanks for the facilities afforded by the Royal Colonial Institute 
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Jamarca. for the discussion of questions affecting the well-being of the 
(Colonies, no less than for its consistent and powertul advocacy of 
Colonial interests generally. Iam sure I do but re-echo the senti- 
ment of every colonist and planter, not only in the West Indies, 
but in every Colony throughout the Empire, when I earnestly desire 
that the operations and scope of the Royal Colonial Institute, in 
relation to Colonial industries, may become day by day of a more 
permanent and extensive a character, and when I heartily wish it 
God-speed in its noble work, 

I mentioned just now that the general impression with regard 
to the West Indies is that they are either in a state of stagnation 
or decay. No doubt, owing to the abolition of slavery and subse- 
quently to the low prices of sugar, brought about by unequal com- 
petition with bounty-fed beet sugar, the West Indian sugar planters 
have had to contend with difficulties unequalled in the history of 
any single industry. _Is it, therefore, a matter of surprise that the 
sugar islands of the West, depending almost entirely for their pros- 
perity and success on a single industry, when that industry was 
completely crushed and paralysed, should have become depressed 
or that capitalists, looking upon them as hopeless, should have 
sought other openings for their investments ? 

For the last 30 or 40 years, the tide of emigration, as regards 
tropical planters, and consequently the flow of capital, has steadily 
set to the eastward, and thousands of men possessing capital and 
energy have settled on the Nilgiris, on the slopes of the Himalayas, 
and on the mountains of Ceylon, to cultivate tea, eoffee, and cin- 
chona. More recently they have gone still further east, to Perak, 
Johore, Sumatra, and Borneo. 

Now, however, that the dreadful coffee-leaf disease has induced 
so depressing an influence in all Eastern countries, and whilst 
Englishmen are contemplating investing their capital in countries 
not under British rule, and in places so remote and so little 
accessible to the chief markets of the world; it seems not in- 
appropriate to consider what lands, what facilities for culture, and 
what returns on capital, the West Indies—within some 18 days’ 
of England, and in close. and easy communication with the vast 
markets of Europe and America—have to offer the pioneer and the 
planter. 

In order to place the subject-matter of my paper before you, this 
evening, in as clear and as intelligible a manner as possible, I 
would remark that by the term “ British Possessions in the West 
Indies” I wish to include the Bahamas, the whole of the British 
West India Islands, together with British Honduras (a depen- 
dency of Jamaica), and the Colony of British Guiana. 

Both geographically, as being all in the Western tropics, as 
well as by their vegetable productions and planting industries, 
these possessions form a natural group, having a common interest 
in the development of the natural products of the soil—all of 
which are of an essentially tropical character. 

Having thus defined the scope and range of my paper, and 
indicated its geographical limits, I would mention that I purpose, 
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in the next place, to enter upon a brief statistical inquiry re- 
specting the present position of our West India possessions, and 
endeavour to show in what respects they have advanced, or fallen 
back, from their position of some 15 or 20 years ago. 
Following this, I will refer, as fully as my time will permit, to the 
planting enterprises which have been, or are in course of being 
carried on in the West Indies, and indicate in what respects they 
offer grounds for a more hopeful view than is generally taken 
respecting the future of these nearest and oldest of our vast 
tropical possessions. 

With regard to the relevancy of statistics, as bearing upon the 
subject-matter of my paper, I may mention that, as the West 
Indies are essentially and purely agricultural, and as_ their 
industries and commercial relations are based upon the natural 
resources and productions of the soil, any carefully compiled 
statistics conmected with them should indicate the extent and 
position of those industries, and the measure of success to which 
they have attained. 

The British possessions in the West Indies, using the term in 
the sense above indicated, have a total area of nearly 100,000 
square miles; that is, an extent of country nearly equal to that 
of New Zealand, and more than four times that of the Island of 
Ceylon. 

With regard to the population of the West Indies, it is often be- 
lieved to be either stationary or declining. This, however, is by 
no means the case with the creole, or negro population, or even 
with the whites. The population of the West Indies in 1881 was 
1,493,062 as compared with 1,279,507 in 1871, and 1,107,667 in 
1861. ‘This shows an increase of population equal to 16 per 
cent. on the returns for 10 years; and an increase of nearly 35 
per cent. on those for 20 years. It would appear, therefore, that 
the rate of increase of population in the West Indies is much 
greater than that of the United Kingdom, in which the rate of 
increase at the census of 1881 was under 11 percent. This 
large increase appears to be general, and not confined to any 
particular locality. Moreover, it is only very slightly influenced 
by coolie immigration. ‘The total number of free and indentured 
coolies in the West Indies, according to the latest returns, viz., 
those for 1882, was not quite 90,000: of these more than two 
thirds, or 62,000, were in British Guiana, As compared with 
other British Colonies, the population of the West Indies is 
greater than that of any of the larger Australian Colonies; and 
more than three times that of New Zealand. 

The total export and import trade of the West Indies in 1881 
amounted to an aggregate value of nearly 17 millions—the exact 
figures being, exports 8,913,014/, and imports 7,746,4701. This 
is an increase of nearly 3} millions on the value of the export and 
import trade in 1866; and is nearly one half of the total value of 
the export and import trade of British North America. 

The annual revenue of these possessions in 1881 was 1,866,782¢ 
which, as compared with that of 1866, shows an increase of more 
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than balfa million. The public debt in 1881, incurred chiefly in 
the extension of railways and public works, was 2,023,913. or 
only a little over one year’s income. Since 1881 a iarge reduction 
of this debt has taken place, especially with regard to British 
Guiana, which lowers the amount to about 1,586,0002, or con- 
siderably less than that of 20 years ago. 

a statistics of the several Colonies are given in the subjoined 
table :— 


Brirish PossEsstuns IN THE WeEsT INDIES. 


Table showing Area, Population, value of Exports and Imports 
for the year 1881, together with Annual Revenue and Public 


Debt. 


Area in : ‘ 
Colony. Square ee wa Exports. | Imports. | Revenue. ang 
Miles. ; . 


£ £ £ £ 
Bahamas - | 5,390 43,521 | 114,100 | 168,380 41,294 | 57,837 
Jamaica -| 4,193 | 580,804 | 1,549,058 | 1,821,962 | 544,436 | 920,925 
Honduras - 7,562 27,452 247,403 201,811 43,642 — 
Turks Islands 169 4,732 25,616 27,054 8,392 = 
Windward Is- 
lands— 
St. Lucia - 237 38,551 194,694 127,362 32,431 34,100 
St. Vincent 147 40,548 | 141,576 | 129,026 30,637 2,000 
Barbados - 166 171,860 | 1,140,361 1,119,213 132,942 — 
Grenada - 133 42,403 | 194,280] 131,985 37,176 | 10,780 
Tobago - 114 18,051 83,583 59,582 16,830 — 
Leeward Is- 
lands— 
Virgin Is- 
lands - 57 5,287 5,249 4,999 1,604 — 
St. Chris- % 
topher - 68 29,137 | 218,080 | 169,688 29,909 3,200 
Nevis - 50 11,864 88,672 32,789 7,723 _ 
Antigua - 170 35,244 178,582 151,883 41,583 57,432 
Montserrat - 32 10,083 85,205 25,3847 5,938 3,000 
Dominica - 291 28,211 55,163 64,968 24,033 | 11,900 
Trinidad - | 1,754 | 153,128 | 2,099,101*) 2,226,276+| 464,967 | 500,720 
British Gui- 
ana - - | 76,000 252,186 | 2,597,291 1,784,145 403,245 422,019 
Total - | 96,533 | 1,498,062 8,913,014 7,746,470 | 1 ,866,782 |2,023,913 


As regards the distribution of the trade of the West Indies, the 
value of the exports, including bullion and specie, to the United 
Kingdom for the year 1881 was 5,015,964/, and the value of the 
imports from the United Kingdom during the same period was 
3,407,7751. Next to the mother country, the United States of 
America, as might naturally be expected, appear to secure the 


* Includes 551,184/., value of bullion and specie exported. 

t Includes 80,000/., value of cacao, coffee, &c., in transit, and 554,217/. bullion and 
specie imported. 

The exports and imports of Jamaica are for the year 1881-82, 
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“argest proportion of the West Indian trade. I am unable to give 
a detailed statement of the trade between each Colony and the 
United States, but as regards Jamaica, Barbados, Trinidad, and 
British Guiana the figures are as follows :— 


Value of the Imports of Jamaica, Barbados, Trinidad, and 
British Guiana (including Bullion and Specie), distinguishing 
the Principal Countries. 


From the | From the From 
Colony. me on United |UnitedStates|BritishNorth ae aes 
mports. Ki ; 2 ountries. 
ingdom. |of America.| America. 

: £ £ £ £ x 
Jamaica - - 1,321,962 646,052 549,724 147,376 50,517 
Barbados - | 1,119,213 433,840 451,385 101,584 232,404 
Trinidad - -| 2,226,276 828,444 397,854 72,176 927,802 
British Guiana - 1,784,145 833,847 897,806 88,527 *463,965 

Total - | 6,451,596 | 2,742,183 | 1,796,769 409,663 | 1,674,688 


* Includes 241,047/. for rice from India. 


Value of the Exports of Jamaica, Barbados, Trinidad, and 
British Guiana (including Bullion and Specie), distinguishing 
the Principal Countries. 


To To the To British 


Total . : To other 

Colony. the United |United States} North ; 
i a Kingdom. | of America.| America. a 

£ £ £ & £ 
Jamaica - - 1,549,058 783,205 223,585 73,450 468,818 
Barbados - | 1,140,361 454,601 278,766 207,629 204,365 
Trinidad - - 2,099,101 995,925 193,708 84,541 *824,932 
British Guiana - 2,597,291 1,771,441 514,101 73,733 238 016 
Total - 7,385,811 4,005,172 1,205,155 439,353 1,736,131 


* Includes 323,500/. for cacao exported to France. 


In a comparative statement extending back some ten years, it 
is very noticeable that the United States and Canada are yearly 
sccuring a larger proportion of the West Indian exports in the form 
of sugar and tropical fruits, while the export trade with the mother 
country is gradually decreasinz. The same may be said of the 
import trade, which, with the United States and Canada, in the 
form cf flour, dried and salted fish, lumber and canned goods, is 
assuming important proportions. 

Whether this distribution of trade will continue in the same 
directions remains to beseen. Judging simply from the geographi- 
cal position of our West India possessions and their proximity 
to the prosperous and rapidly increasing populations of the United 
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States and the Dominion of Canada, and the fact that they can 
supply most conveniently and cheaply most of the Colonial produce 
desired and in great demand in these countries, the natural infer- 
ence is that it will probably doso. There are some, however, who 
believe that when the Panama Canal is opened, not only will the 
trade and prosperity of many of the West India Islands, and 
especially of Jamaica, considerably improve, but they will be 
brought into more direct and rapid communication wiih the mother 
country, and thus to a great extent the distribution of their export 
and import trade will be materially affected. 

To understand aright the relative positions and capabilities of our 
West India possessions, it is necessary to remark that, with the ex- 
ception of the continental elements--British Honduras and British 
Guiana—they are composed of numerous islands “ varying in size 
‘¢ from mere coral islets—dotted like stepping stones for giants over 
“ the Caribbean Sea—to a fair and fertile land aslarge as Yorkshire.” 
Without entering upon any scientific details, it may be mentioned 
that most of the smaller islands are of organic origin, being com- 
posed of coral structures and the débris of marine shells and forms 
upheaved to the surface by subterranean forces : others are purely 
volcanic, yielding, when disintegrated, soils of great richness and 
fertility: whilst the largest and most important islands, such as 
Jamaicz and Trinidad, have been largely formed by alluvial 
deposits resting. upon or combined with volcanic rocks indicating 
great alternating periods of elevation and depression. ‘I'he 
physical features of these islands are chiefly indicated by bold 
rugged mountains, deep, well-sheltered valleys, with a fringe of 
gently sloping, rich, alluvial plans, varying in breadth from one to 
twenty miles near the sea, forming the lowlands. The rivers, fed 
by abundant tropical rains, are very numerous, but small and 
rapid. 

The mineral wealth of our West India possessions is very small : 
in fact, with the exception of some sulphur in the Lesser Antilles, 
traces of copper in Jamaica and the Virgin Islands, and asphalt 
in ‘l'rinidad, they may be said to be entirely devoid of mineral 
resources. The true wealth of these possessions lies in the charac- 
teristics and products of the soil ; and, without exception, in this 
respect they afford means of development and of permanency of 
prosperity equal to any in the world. 

Such resources, under any circumstances, should afford hopes 
for the future, but when combined with an advantageous geogra- 
phical positién, with a splendid and salubrious climate, with 
abundant springs, with varying altitudes of land suitable for cul- 
tivation, and with a large and increasing indigenous population, 
they should attract the serious attention of Englishmen; and | 
doubt not, when fully understood and generously and wisely treated, 
such resources will ultimately Jay the foundations of great and 
abiding industries. 

If I have been rightly understood in the general tendency of my 
remarks so far, I shail have led you to look for the true develop- 
ment of our West India possessions, not in their mineral wealth, 
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not in any large stores of timber, nor in any manufacuring indus- 
tries, but, simply, in the natural products and resources of the soil ; 
and to secure the full development of these, there are wanting only 
capital and labour intelligently and wisely used, and proportionate 
and suitable to the ends in view. 

‘The staple industry of the West Indies for more than two cen- 
turies has been sugar, with its secondary products, rum and 
molasses. In spite of the disorganisation of the labour market 
consequent upon the abolition of slavery, and in spite of the unequal 


competition of beet sugar, the sugar cane still remains the chiet 


industrial plant of our West India possessions. Not only that, but 
the West Indies, at present, produce more sugar than all the other 
British possessions put together. For instance, during the year 
1881, the quantity of raw sugar exported from all the British 
possessions amounted to 7,833,504 cwts. Of this 4,697,445 cwts., 
or more than two thirds, was produced by our possessions in 
the West Indies: the remainder, or 3,136,059 cwts., being the 
produce of Mauritius, India, Natal, Fiji, &c. 

The chief sugar-producing Colonies in the West Indies are 
British Guiana, where sugar, molasses, and rum form 92 per cent. 
of the annual value of the exports; Barbados, where sugar and 
molasses contribute nearly 94 per cent. of the exports; Jamaica, 
where sugar and rum form 62 per cent, of the exports ; and Trini- 
dad, where sugar and molasses contribute about 56 per cent. of the 
exports. 

The best appliances and the largest sugar estates are found in 
British Guiana and Trinidad; and the establishment of wsines or 
central factories in these Colonies has not only greatly improved 
the quality of the sugar, but it has placed planting operations on 
a more elaborate and extensive scale. 

In Barbados, the estates are small, but so highly cultivated that 
the whole island looks like a beautiful garden. In Jamaica, the 
sugar estates may not compare favourably, either in culture or in 
mechanical appliances, with those of its neighbours, but the 
Jamaica sugar planter hasa considerable advantage over all others 
in the superior quality and high prices obtained for his rum, which 
reaches an annual export value neatly equal to one half of that of 
sugar. 

Although, owing to a succession of bad seasons and drought, 
other crops had done not so well in Jamaica, the sugar crop of 
1881-82 was the largest for many years. The exports were : sugar, 
38,392 hhds.. ct the value of 614,2832; aud rum, 22,742 phns. 
of the value of 295,6451; the total value of sugar and rum 
being 909,928/. This isan increase on the exported value of these 
articles, as compared with 1880-81, to the extent of 398,621 It 
is possible, as claimed by some, that the reduction in the number 
of rat-eaten canes, brought about by the acclimaiisation of the 
mungoose in Jamaica, may have contributed something to this 
large increase ; but the bulk of the increase is no doubt due to a 
combination of circumstances favourable for the moment to the 
sugar estates, but not so favourable to other industries. 
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During the last few years many efforts have been made to 
economise the cost of the production of sugar, and so bring it into 
favourable competition with beet and other sugars. Possibly, 
next to improved machinery and a more rational and scientific 
treatment of the soil, nothing can be more conducive to the success 
of our West Indian sugar estates than the introduction of new 
varieties of canes, to replace or supplement those which have been 
so long and so persistently cultivated within the same areas, With 
such varying conditions of soil and climate as exist in the West 
Indies, it may naturally be expected that numerous varieties of 
canes are requiied to enable the planter to obtain the best results: 
In other words, it is believed that with the sugar-cane, as with all 
other plants, the continuous cultivation of the same kinds on the 
same lands must result in reducing their health and vigour, and 
consequently the quantity and value of the produce. Where 
estates have no nurseries, and tops for planting are taken from 
weak and practically abandoned canes, the general character of the 
cultivation must be gradually lowered, even in the best soils. No 
plan can be recommended so likely to overcome this as the intro- 
duction, from time to time, of new kinds of sugar canes which are 
the result of careful selection and cultivation in more favoured 
countries. 

Through the agency of the Royal Gardens at Kew, an institution 
to which the West Indies is especially indebted, numerous varieties 
of sugar-canes have been introduced, many of which have proved of 
great value. Recently, a large and successful consignment of new 
sugar-canes was received in Jamaica, from Mauritius, which 
promises to yield several new and productive canes. ‘The con- 
signment consisted of 44 varieties of canes carefully selected by 
Mr. John Horne, F.L.S., Director of Gardens and Forests, 
Mauritius. 

Mr. Horne, having given special attention for many years to the 
selection and cultivation of sugar-canes, was commissioned by the 
Chamber of Agriculture in Mauritius to make a selection of the best 
sugar-canes found in AustraJia and the islands of the Pacific, and 
forward them for experimental purposes to that Island. ‘This 
Mr. Horne did during the years 1877-78, finally closing his labours 
in Fiji. From the canes thus obtained, Mr. Horne, by permission 
of the Government of Mauritius, forwarded 44 of the best varieties 
to Jamaica, where all but one, No, 3, have arrived safely, In 
forwarding these canes, Mr, Horne writes :— 

“I'he varieties are all good strong growers, and yield a large 
quantity of sugar. In this latter respect I would particularly call 
your attention to the ‘Lahina’ variety. I was told when in the 
Sandwich Islands that this cane yielded as much as an average of 
6 tons sugar per acre on areas as extensive as 100 acres ; and 
74 tons per acre, on an average, over areas of 20 acres or Jess in 
extent. However, after the first ratoons it should be uprooted, 
as the second ratoons are nearly or almost worthless. The variety 
‘Samuri’ is the favourite cane with the sugar-cane planters in 
Fiji. It is hardy, grows rapidly, and yields sugar freely,” 
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While in Louisiana, U.S.A., in December of last year, [ found 
that the Lahina cane, mentioned above, was under cultivation 
there, and was very favourably reported upon. I brought with me 
to Jamaica an additional supply of this cane for distribution, as 
well as supplies of two other valuable canes, known in Louisiana 
as the Red Ribbon and Java canes. 

Turning again to the more general question of the cultivatiou of 
sugar in the West Indies, I would mention that for most of the low 
rich lands of our West Indian possessions, where the indigenous 
labour is abundant and cheap, as in Barbados, or where coolie 
immigration, to supplement the indigenous labour, is carried on 
systematically and successfully, as at British Guiana, Trinidad, 
Jamaica, &c., the cultivation of sugar is, and I trust always will be, 
a leading industry. 

But taking into consideration the physical characteristics of the 
West Indies, the great diversity of their soils, the varying altitudes 
of their lands, and the great cifferences in their climatic conditions, 
if viewed aright, all these would betoken agricultural operations as 
varied and as diversified as the conditions herein indicated. 
Besides this, the lessons of the past should teach us that we 
cannot depend, however much we may wish to do so, upon any one 
single industry. Under the keen competition offered by newer 
and richer lands in other countries, it is our duty to look more 
keenly than ever into the nature and character of our resources, 
and, while estimating them at their proper value, endeavour to 
assign to each locality and to each description of soil and climate 
the industrial plants best calculated to promote the wealth of the 
country. As I mentioned lately, with regard to Jamaica, in our 
endeavours to build up a permanent prosperity for the West 
Indies, we should be guided entirely by their natural capabilities 
and the condition of their labour supply: and, in the light of what 
is done under similar circumstances in other countries, endeavour 
to turn to advantage all such natural gifts as lie around us. The 
history of all essentially agricultural communities teaches us there 
is safety only when we plant many things: or, in plainer words, 
in agriculture as in other commercial enterprises, it is not wise to 
« place all our eggs in one basket.” 

If we introduce and cultivate too exclusively any particular 
plant of commercial importance, it always happens sooner or later, 
that some predatory organism, vegetable or animal, fastens upon it, 
and often entirely destroys our expectations of reward. Such has 
been the general experience with regard to sugar, coffee, the grape 
vine, cotton, wheat, hop, and the potato. They have all suffered 
more or less from such visitations, and the moral is that we cannot 
disturb the natural conditions of their growth—as we often do by 
injudicious cultivation over extensive areas—and violate the order 
of nature for our profit, without finding consequences often entailed 
which are very much to our hurt. 

Possibly the depression which overtook the West Indian sugar 
industry, like that which now has overtaken the coffee industry in 


R 7879. 


JAMAICA, 


647 


648 


JAMAICA, 


146 PAPERS RELATING TO 


Ceylon, if viewed aright, was a blessing in disguise. Be that as it 
may, I believe it is now pretty well understood and acknowledged, 
that the West Indies, to be prosperous, must grow many things 
besides sugar; and, as it has the capabilities to grow, with profit 
and success, such valuable products as coffee and cacao, tea, and 
cinchona ; spices of all kinds, such as cinnamon and nutmeg, clove 
and cardamoms, black pepper and vanilla: ginger and arrowoot, 
jalap and sarsaparilla, fibres and oils, incia-rubber and tobacco, 
dye-woods and cocoa-nuts, as well as the finest and most luscious 
tropical fruits, we should devote proportionate attention to each of 
these valuable products, and endeavour to fortify ourselves against 
fluctuations of markets, falling off in the demand for certain 
products, as well as against all the predatory visitations of animal 
and fungoid organisms which too often attend a too exclusive effort 
to take advantage of the vegetable wealth of nature. 

A very common impression exists that most of the rich soil of 
the West Indies has been already under cultivation, and that, in 
many respects, it is almost exhausted. How far this is borne out 
by facts will appear from the following. In British Guiana, for 
instance, cultivation, so far, is wholly confined to about a dozen or 
15 miles along the sea coast; while the vast, rich lands of the 
interior are wholly untouched. In Trinidad, according to an 
official estimate, “less than one-tenth of its area is cultivated, and 
“its resources are developed only to a small extent.” Out of an 
estimated extent of 1,280,000 acres of splendid “ cohune ridge” or 
alluvial virgin soil, in British Honduras, according to a late return, 
only some 10,000 acres, or less than one-hundredth part, is, or has 
been, under cultivation. Coming to the older and more settled 
Colonies, as they have been for the most part under cultivation in 
sugar, lands on the lower slopes of the hills and in the plains only 
have been chiefly worked. The bulk of the hill lands, most of 
which possess magnificent soil and a splendid climate, have been 
practically untouched. 

For instance, in Jamaica, on the northern slopes of the Blue 
Mountains, there are, at the present time, about 100,000 acres of 
land in virgin forest, richer and finer than any now cultivated, 
admirably adapted for the growth of tea, coffee, and cinchona. At 
lower elevations, in the central districts of the Island, to the west, 
I estimate that above the range for sugar, there are fully 200,000 
acres suitable for the cultivation of oranges, cacao, spices, and 
most tropical produce. 

In the neighbourhood of Spanish Town, and within easy reach 
of railway facilities, the Rio Cobre irrigation works embrace an 
extent of country equal to about 50,000 acres, now mostly in pas- 
ture and ruinate, but admirably adapted for the cultivation of 
bananas, oranges, cacao, and spices. 

In the lesser Antilles, to the west and south, similar circum- 
stances are found, and indeed throughout the West Indies you will 
hardly find a single island without plenty of unoccupied land suit- 
able for the growth of either sugar, cacao, coffee, spices, tobacco, 
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or coco-nuts. Barbados, and possibly Antigua, are the only islands 
of any importance which have no hill lands still available for 
cultivation; but with regard to the former, as I have elsewhere 
remarked, “the rich character of the soil in Barbados, and the 
“successful results of the high culture it has received,’ may be 
gathered from the fact that while the “ Sugar Planter,” a paper 
devoted to the interests of the sugar industry in Australia, gravely 
discusses the exhaustion of cane fields, the “ Planters’ Journal,” of 
Barbados, somewhat facetiously remarks that “the land of this 
“island, even now, shows no sign of exhaustion, although it was 
** converted into cane fields within 4 measurable distance of Noah’s 
** flood.” 

In Dominica, the President, Mr. Eldridge, in the Blue Book 
Report for 1879, refers to the facilities for obtaining land in that 
beautiful island, “ unsurpassed in Her Majesty’s dominions for fer- 
“tility.” Large tracts of these lands, in the interior, belong to the 
Crown, and they can be purchased at an upset price of 1/. per acre. 
Another official report states that “at least one half the total area 
** of Dominica is available for agricultural purposes, amounting to 
** about 96,000 acres. . . . At the present moment there is not a 
* third of that extent under cultivation,’* 

Coming further south, Grenada has a considerable area of 
mountain land available for cultivation ; while at Tobago probably 
fully two thirds of its area are still covered by virgin forest. 


This review, necessarily rapid and general, will at least show to 
what a smal] extent really, the rich and fertile lands of the West 
Indies have been so far utilised. In British Guiana alone there is an 
area of country equal to two Ceylons quite untouched ; in British 
Honduras we have more than the total area of the Fiji Islands; to 
Trinidad we could add the wealth of the Straits Settlements ; and 
with the resources of the unworked soil of Jamaica we might 
emulate the prosperity of, at least, four Colonies of the size of 
Mauritius. ; 

Next to sugar, rum, and molasses, the most important articles of 
production in the West Indies are cacao and coffee. Up to within 
a few years ago, these two articles were almost exclusively produced 
by Trinidad and Jamaica, each of which had a corresponding 
number of acres under cultivation, and an equal gross value of 
exports. For instance, in Trinidad 25,188 acres were returned 
under cacao, yielding a gross export value of 270,9062.; while in 
Jamaica 22,853 acres were returned (in 1878) under coffee, 
yielding a gross export value of 271,449/. Latterly, however, 
Grenada has become a large cacao-producing Colony, and it will 
shortly, no doubt, approach Trinidad in the value and extent of its 
exports. The success of the cacao industry in this Island is very 
remarkable and suggestive. Ina comparative statement, published 


See Reporr ou Coffee Cultivation in Dominica, by H. Prestoe. Government 
Printing Office, Trinidad, 1875. 
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in the Blue Book Report for 1879, the staple products of Grenada 
are thus shown :— 


—_ ——-:1848. 1878. 
Sugar - - - 6,071 hhds. 2,580 hhds, 
Cacao - - - 3,995 bags. 24,394 bags. 
Rum - - - 2,156 phns. 113 phns. 
Spices - - - nil. 50,800 lbs. 


From this, it appears, that while “ the cane cultivation is rapidly 
“declining in Grenada, and less sugar is made from year to year,” 
the cacao industry is being increased tenfold. By these means 
Grenada, which was once in a languishing condition, has become 
one of the most prosperous of the Windward Islands, Again, in 
Dominica, cacao cultivation has been greatly extended, and the 
quality of the produce improved by fermentation and better curing. 
This will appear from the following: While in 1872, the export 
of cacao from Dominica was 204,773 pounds, of the value of 2,5461., 
in 1878—that is, six years afterwards—the exports had risen to 
342,945 pounds, of the value of 12,5727. Dominica was once 
noted for its coffee industry, and in 1833 it exported 1,612,528 
pounds ; in 1873 this had fallen to 13,319 pounds, and in some 
years it has even been less than this. The impression has been 
prevalent that the abandonment of coffee cultivation in Dominica 
was entirely caused by an insect blight; but according to Mr 
Prestoe, who specially reported upon the subject, he is of opinion 
“that the blight had very little to do” with the abandonment of 
coffee estates, which was due chiefly to the low prices and to the 
results attending the unsettled state of labour during the last 50 
or 60 years. Dominica has, however, so many valuable re- 
sources, and enjoys so favourable a position, that it is destined to 
become the home of numerous industries; and I believe these 
only require an energetic start and suitable shipping facilities to 
rival any of those of the neighbouring islands. The late Dr. Imray 
and his successor, Dr. H. A. A. Nicholls, have successfully intro- 
duced the cultivation of Liberian coffee, limes, india-rubber, and 
spices to Dominica, and the results, published in the Annual Report 
of the Royal Gardens at Kew, are full of interest, and most sug- 
gestive of what may ultimately be accomplished in this highh 
productive Island. . 

In Jamaica, cacao cultivation, where once it was a flourishin 2 
industry, is now being revived and extended in connexion with 
the cultivation of bananas for the United States. 

lt is estimated that about 1,000 acres are in course of being 
planted with cacaoin Jamaica ; and some 80,000 plants of the best 
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Trinidad and Caracas varieties have been distributed from the 
Public Gardens. - 

As bananas and cacao thrive in exactly similar situations, and 
under the same system of cultivation, the returns yielded by the 
bananas (which bear during the first 15 or 18 months after 
planting) are more than sufficient to cover the whole cost of 
planting the cacao. In other words, owing to the development of 
the fruit trade in Jamaica, a cacao estate can be successfully 
established, and its working expenses entirely cleared, by the profits 
on the sale of bananas, Planters, seeing this, are utilising their 
banana plants as nurses for the cacao plants, and hence, when the 
bananas cease to bear, the cacao plants will remain as a permanent 
cultivation and a source of continued wealth to the proprietor. As 
mentioned, lately, in my official report, ‘where bananas obtain 
good prices, as in Jamaica, it is no exaggeration to say that a 
cacao estate can be established there under more favourable con- 
ditions than in any other British possession.”* 

One of the most simple, but by no means the least profitable, 
of our West Indian industries, is that of coco-nuts, which, to dis- 
tinguish from cacao, cocos, and coca, are generally known in com- 
merce as “koker-nuts.” The finest nuts in the West Indies, and 
probably in the world, are grown on the coast of Central America; 
and British Honduras, in this respect, should become one of the 
largest and most prosperous producers of coco-nuts, Wherever 
there is a low, rich coast line, not too much exposed to hurricanes 
or strong winds, and where there are regular and cheap shipping 
facilities, coco-nuts offer very advantageous means for supplement- 
ing the resources of the planter; and I know of no country where 
such high prices, and where such a regular demand exists for 
green nuts as the West Indies. Latterly as much as 6/. per 
thousand were paid in British Honduras for coco-nuts, and very 
few could be had at that price. The general price for coco-nuts in 
the West Indies varies from 50s. to 80s. per thousand; at present 
they are about 70s. 

It has often occurred to me that if, in the palmy days of sugar- 
planting in the West Indies, an effort had been made to cover the 
apparently barren coast lands with groves of coco-nuts, the aban- 
doned estates, now so desolate, would have been mines of wealth 
to their proprietors, richer and more permanent than anything 
derived from sugar. 

A coco-nut plantation in the West Indies, well established and 
in full bearing (say at the end of eight years), with 60 trees to 
the acre, may be safely assumed to be of the annual value of 10/. 
per acre. ‘The expenses of maintaining a coco-nut plantation, 
when once established, is practically nothing ; hence the thousands 
of acres of land bordering the sea-coast of our West India 
possessions are capable of immense development. 


* For those who require a more detailed account of cacao cultivation in Jamaica, 
see “Cacao, How to Grow and How to Cure it.” London: S. W. Silver & Co., 
67, Cernhill. 
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The largest export trade in coco-nuts is, probably, from Jamaica, 
where in 1880 over 6,000,000 nuts, of the value of 20,5002, were 
shipped, chiefly to the United States and Europe. Next to Jamaica 
comes Trinidad, with exports of over 4,000,000 nuts, of the value 
of 14,0002. British Guiana exported in 1879 a little over a mil- 
lion coco-nuts, but it is probable that this number has been greatly 
exceeded. It is remarkable that localities possessing such wonder- 
ful facilities for the cultivation of coco-nuts as the Windward and 
Leeward Islands should, up to the present time, do little beyond 
supplying their own wants. Dominica, with its unrivalled lands 
for the cultivation of this valuable palm, does not export a single 
nut. Barbados is in a worse position, for she has to import coco- 
nuts for her own use. Whether this is due to want of cultivation, 
or to the unsuitability of the soil and climate to the growth of the 
plant, is not known. I believe the coco-nut palm at Barbados is 
affected by an insect pest; but if this is the only deterrent to the 
cultivation of so useful and so valuable a plant I believe it might 
be overcome. . 

The manufacture of “copra,” the kernel of the coco-nut dried 
and -cured, has not been taken up in the West Indies; nor has the 
manufacture of coco-nut oil or coco-nut fibre been established. 
These industries are chiefly confined to the Pacific Islands, to the 
Seychelles, to Ceylon, and to countries remote from good markets, 
from fresh nuts,and where the value of the nuts is below 40s. per 
thousand. Owing to the lower value of coco-nuts in Ceylon, 
coco-nut oil can be actually manufactured there and shipped and 
sold in the West Indies at a lower rate than we can make it our- 
selves. If, by making the ruts into copra, the West Indian planter 
obtains only some 40s. per thousand for them, and if, by making 
them into oil, he only just clears his expenses, it is manifestly to 
his interest to dispose of the nuts in the green state, and especially 
at present prices of 70s. per thousand. For the American market 
the nuts must have the outer husk removed; and latterly it is 
found more convenient and economical to ship the nuts in a similar 
state to the English market. In the latter case, the nuts are packed 
in gunny bags, and forwarded as merchandise instead of as 
“ dunnage.” 

In the Bahamas, “the Madeira of the United States,” the 
cultivation of tropical fruits, especially pine-apples, bananas, 
oranges, and coco-nuts, has assumed considerable importance. 
Under the fostering care of a former governor—now Sir Wm. 
Robinson, K.C.M.G.—and a system of local boards of agriculture, 
tobacco, onions, tomatoes, and numerous other small industries, 
have also been started, which must eventually, in the aggregate, 
add greatly to the prosperity of these islands. The pine-apple 
trade of the Bahamas, chiefly confined to the New Providence, is 
carried on both with England and the United States, a large 
proportion of which is in canned goods, The coco-nut plantations 
are confined chiefly to Inagua and islands to the south, whence the 
puts are conveniently and easily shipped. At the Turks and 
Caicos Island in the neighbourhood, now under the Government 
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of Jamaica, a very praiseworthy and energetic effort is being made 
by Mr. Llewelyn, the Commissioner, to cultivate oranges, pine- 
apples, and fibre-plants, which, so far, promises to be well seconded 
and supported by the inhabitants. 

The fruit trade of Jamaica has now become an established in- 
dustry, which is rapidly being taken up by both European and 
negro settlers. Nearly the whole of the fruit is shipped to the 
United States, to the ports of New York, Philadelphia, and Balti- 
more. Some of the trade is, however, in course of being diverted 
to New Orleans, which is only within three days of Jamaica, and 
in close communication with all large centres of industries in the 
Western States. The fruit trade of Jamaica, inasmuch as it 
fosters and strengthens other and more permanent industries, is 
deserving of every encouragement; and it is no doubt with this 
view the Government has promoted facilities for the employment 
of contract steamers between Jamaica and the United States, so as 
to find a ready and expeditious market for the produce. As shown, 
when discussing the prospects of cacao cultivation in Jamaica, the 
profits arising from the sales of bananas, for instance, enables 
planters to establish the land in cacao, and similarly the same 
facilities are offered for the cultivation of Liberian coffee, spices, 
india-rubber, and numerous other plants which would otherwise 
be beyond the reach of persons possessing small means. The 
present position of the fruit trade in Jamaica will appear from the 
following table of exports for the year 1882 :— 


Fruit. Quantity. Value. 
£ 

Bananas - - 887,370 bunches 88,737 
Oranges - - - + 35,456,978 33,684 
Coco-nuts - - - 2,763,655 10,225 
Lime-juice - - - 78,820 gals. 8,941 
Pine-apples - - - 8,886 doz. 1,111 
Limes - - - - 890 bls. 348 
Mangoes - - - 150,671 146 
Tamarinds - - - 7,696 lbs. 96 
Plaintain = - = 20,412 57 
Shaddocks - - - 36 bls. 14 
Total - - - —_— 138,359 


The great increase in the value of this trade during the last ten 
years may be gathered from the fact that in 1873 the export value 
of fruit shipped from Jamaica was only 8,750/. That it will still 
continue to increase, and that, ultimately, numerous other indus- 
tries will be promoted by it, is proved by the fact that greater 
attention is continually being paid to it; and by the increased 
demand which is arising in the United States and the Dominion 
of Canada for tropical fruits. These countries possess a prosperous 
population, nearly double that of the United Kingdom, and fruit 
of all kinds forms an important element in their daily food. 
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For men with only moderate capital, I know of no industry so 
promising as this cultivation of fruit, either for its own sake or for 
the purpose of ultimately establishing other and more permanent 
cultivations. 

The cultivation of spices, such as nutmegs, cinnamon, cloves, 
black pepper, and vanilla, has also been taken up, not only in 
Jamaica, but also in Trinidad, Grenada, and St. Vincent. Nut- 
megs especially do well at Grenada; and with regard to other 
spices, if they are so successfully and so energetically carried on 
throughout the West Indies as in the islands above mentioned, we 
shall have them known in the future, not as the sugar islands, but 
as the spice islands of the West. 

With regard to the yield from nutmeg trees in Jamaica, trees 
at six years old give a return of about 1,500 to 2,000 nutmegs 
per annum. With trees, say, 30 feet apart, and allowing one third 
to be male or barren trees, this would give a return of 1,500 x 30 
=45,000 nutmegs per acre. Taking an average of 90 nut- 
megs to the pound, the return in cash value would be 500 »ounds 
of nutmegs at, say, 2s, per pound, equal to 50/. per acre. 

In the Botanic Gardens, Trinidad, the yield per tree net in the 
market has been over twenty pounds (at 90 to the pound this 
would be 1,800 nutmegs) with an average price of 2s 2d. per 
pound during the year. The value here per acre is at the rate of 
60/. per annum. 

In both the above instances it is only fair to mention that the 
calculations have been based on a comparatively small number of 
trees. The average yield over a large area of, say 40, 50, or 100 
acres would be correspondingly lower, but even under any circum- 
stances it is evident that where suitable and favourable circum- 
stances exist, as I believe they do in the West Indies, a nutmeg 
plantation is likely to be a very successful and remunerative under- 
taking. 

The cardamom, a valuable East Indian spice, has lately been 
introduced to the West Indies with satisfactory results. It is 
adapted for cultivation in moist, shady situations, at elevations 
ranging from 2,000 to 3,500. feet. ‘The plants have much of the 
appearance of the “wild ginger” of the West Indies, and require 
little cultivation beyond keeping the ground clear of rank-growing 
weeds. The return per acre is estimated at the end of three 
years at about 170 pounds of cardamoms, worth 33s. to 4s. per 

ound. 

: Tobacco, rubber-yielding plants, and numerous medieinal plants 
are also being introduced and cultivated in the West Indies with 
marked success. With the valuable aid and by the instrumentality 
of the Royal Gardens at Kew, the Botanical establishments in the 
West Indies, and through them the planters in these possessions, 
are being continually supplied with economic plants of great value 
and by these means new industries are being founded, which in 
course of time should have most beneficial influences upon the 
commereial prosperity of these Islands. 
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So far tea has not been tried on a commercial scale in the West 
Indies. 1 have some five acres of tea under my care, which, being 
some seven or eight years old, indicates that the climate of 
Jamaica is admirably suited to the growth of the plant. I 
estimate that with indentured coolie labour and an experienced 
tea-planter from Ceylon or India, tea might be grown in the West 
Indies and placed in the market at a cost not exceeding 74d. or 
8d. per pound. At the present time very inferior China tea is sold 
in the West Indies at 4s. 6d. per pound. Hence there is here a 
very good opening for a tea industry—if only to supply local 
demands. I am glad to say that an attempt is likely to be made 
to grow tea in Jamaica under very favourable circumstances ; and 
as the parish of Portland, with its warm, moist climate and 
splendid rich valleys approaches so nearly the conditions which 
obtain in the best tea districts of India, the undertaking promises 
every hope of success. 

Among the newer industries of Jamaica I may mention that of 
cinchona, or the quinine-yielding trees of commerce. 

For the first seeds of cinchona Jamaica is indebted to the Home 
Government, who, at the recommendation of Sir W. J. Hooker, 
Director of the Royal Gardens, Kew, sent liberal supplies of seeds 
of three species direct from Peru and Guayaquil. The industry 
owes its initiation, on a commercial scale, to Sir John Peter Grant, 
who established an experimental Government plantation on the 
Blue Mountains in 1869. 

For several years, and indeed up to the close of 1879, cinchona 
cultivation had not been taken up by private planters. The 
number of plants grown by private enterprise in the whole Island 
up to 1880 would probably have not exceeded 900 or 1,000 plants ; 
that is, a number barely sufficient to cover an acre of land. 
Owing, however, to the favourable results of the sales of cinchona 
bark grown on the Government plantations during the last three 
years, and to the facilities afforded by Government in raising and 
distributing seeds and plants on a large scale, private enterprise 
has now been largely enlisted in the industry. 

As indicating what has been done on the Government planta- 
tions, I may mention that up to a recent date they had cost, 
including all pioneering and experimental work, about 16,0001. 
The returns on the sales of cinchona bark and cinchona seeds and 
plants have yielded a return of 12,0004, whilst the plantations, as 
they now stand, have been valued by experienced planters from 
Ceylon at 20,0001. 

In my report for the year ending September 30, 1880, I 
mentioned that the object of the Government in maintaining these 
plantations was not on aecount of the pecuniary returns likely to 
be yielded by them, but for the purpose of showing that cinchona 
barks of good quality could be successfully grown in Jamaica; and 
also that cinchona planting, as an enterprise in private hands, 
possessed all the elements of a sound and remunerative industry. 

The sales of Jamaica-grown cinchona bark during the last three 
years having fully proved both these points, the Government 
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plantations now naturally devote chief attention to the successful 
introduction and cultivation, on a small scale, of all the newer and 
richer kinds of cinchona, for the purpose of successfully establishing 
them in the Island; and also to such necessary experimental 
and scientific work relating to the industry which, for lack of 
means or of scientific knowledge, cannot be conveniently under- 
taken by private enterprise. 

As already mentioned, much remains to be done in this respect ; 
and as the plantations as a whole do not contain more than about 
180 acres, this will not allow, on an average, more than about five 
acres for each of the 25 or 30 species, varieties, and forms of 
cinchona bark now the subject of careful experiment and _invyesti- 
gation on these plantations. 

In order to test the commercial value of Jamaica-grown bark, no 
better plan could be followed than to send it, in lots, to the open 
market, and place it in competition with barks from other countries. 
That it has so satisfactorily stood this test, and brought in a large 
return on the outlay, and, moreover, that the results of the sales 
have induced cinchona planting to be undertaken in the Island 
by private enterprise with energy and success, are matters for 
which the Government, no less than the general public, are to be 
congratulated. 

Three years ago the kinds of cinchona bark under cultivation 
in Jamaica were only three, viz. Cinchona succirubra, Cinchona 
officinalis, and the so-called Cinchona calisaya, now proved to be 
identical with Cinchona hybrid or robusta of Ceylon and India. 

Since that time, numerous kinds have been introduced which 
are now the subject of careful experiment to determine the most 
favourable circumstances of soil, elevation, rainfall, and aspects 
suitable for their successful cultivation, the best methods for 
harvesting the bark and inducing the largest formation of alkaloids, 
as well as determining the simplest and most economical methods 
for their general treatment and management. 

Among the kinds of bark now under experimental cultivation at 
the Government plantations in Jamaica are :— 

Red Barks.—Cinchona succirubra; Cinchona succirubra, var. 
sub pubescens. 

Crown Bark.—Cinchona officinalis: Cinchona officinalis, var. 
uritusinga ; Cinchona officinalis, var, Bonplandiana; Cinchona 
officinalis, var. crispa’;; Cinchona officinalis, magnifolia; Cinchona 
officinalis, pubescens. 

Hybrid Bark,—Cinchona hybrid or robusta. 

Ledgeriana Bark.—Cinchona Ledgeriana. 

Yellow Barks——Cinchona calisaya; Cinchona calisaya, vera ; 
Cinchona calisaya, var, Josephiana; Cinchona calisaya, var. 
Javanica ; Cinchona calisaya, verde; Cinchona calisaya, morada 
form. 

Grey Barks.—Cinchona Peruviana; Cinchona nitida ; Cinchona 
micrantha. 

Carthagena Bark.—Cinchona lancifolia. 

Cuprea Bark,—Remija pedunculata ? 
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The cinchona industry of Jamaica, as indicated above, has now 
entered upon a practical phase, and plantations are being opened 
by private parties on a large scale. During the last two years 
the Government has sold twelve patents or runs of high forest 
land containing some 5,000 acres, under conditions which involve 
that, at least, one sixth shall be planted with cinchona at the end 
of five years. 

Besides this, some 2,000 acres — portions of the higher coffee 
estates suitable for cinchona cultivation— are being gradually 
opened by their proprietors; so that in a few years valuable and 
extensive cinchona plantations will be thoroughly established in 
the Island. 

These cinchona plantations in Jamaica will probably remain 
for many years the only successful cinchona plantations in the New 
World. No cinchona can be grown in any portion of the United 
States territory, which is entirely outside the tropics. In all the 
other British West India Islands there is no suitable land, as 
far as I am aware, possessing the requisite elevation, soil, and 
climate for the successful cultivation of cinchona. It is very 
unlikely to thrive in either British Honduras or British Guiana, 
and although much has been written and said respecting the 
systematic cultivation of cinchona in its natural home in the 
South American States, I have entirely failed, so far, although I 
have met many men who have travelled through those states, 
interested in the subject, to hear of any plantation possessing, say, 
100 acres systematically established with this valuable tree. 

The fact is, that for the successful and remunerative culture of 
cinchona plants in a new country such a peculiar combination of 
elevation, soil, and climate is requisite, that there are compara- 
tively few areas wherein all these can possibly exist. Hence, 
we find that very few tropical countries can successfully enter 
upon the industry, and of these, so far as my experience gocs, 
only two or three possess in so eminent a degree all the favour- 
able conditions enjoyed by Jamaica. 

As confirming this view by independent testimony, I may 
mention that a Ceylon proprietor and planter, with some 12 
years’ experience in the cultivation of coffee and cinchona, after 
carefully inspecting the Jamaica Government plantations, refers 
to the growth and characteristics of the trees as follows: “I am 
« perfectlyconvinced that were the bark of two equal-sized cinchona 
“ trees, one Ceylon the other Jamaica, weighed the Jamaica tree 
« would outweigh the Ceylon tree considerably : this is particularly 
“ noticeable in young trees. The bark itself has a brighter and 
“ more taking colour, looks richer in quinine, and altogether 
“ healthier. Itis generally (copiously) covered with lichen, and the 
« growth of this I believe to have an effect similar to mossing in de- 
« veloping the alkaloids. The ready way in which the self-sown 
“ seedlings grow, and the number of them surpass anything [ have 
« seen in Ceylon and prove that the cinchona tree has found a most 
“¢ suitable home and congenial climate on the Blue Mountains of 
« Jamaica. The land is self-drained, yet canker in the root, which 
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Jamaica, “ destroys such a large proportion of Ceylon seedlings, is hardly 
—_ * felt, and would not probably be known were the land drained. 
« The only difficulty I can foresee is labour ; if this were removed 
** (as it easily might be, by importing coolies) I believe Jamaica 
** would produce more valuable cinchona bark for the acreage than 

** any country in the world.” 

The cost of establishing cinchona plantations in Jamaica is 
estimated at 35/. per acre, which includes the purchase of land 
and all expenses up to the end of the fourth year, when the first 
crop of bark may be taken. The total yield of the plantation 
(deducting cost of barking, curing, and shipping expenses) up to 
the end of the ninth year, will probably be not less than 1757. per 
acre, against a total outlay for planting operations for that period 
of about 502. per acre. 

The estimate of cost is based upon land, at about 5s. per acre, 
and creole labour at existing rates, viz., men, ls. to ls. 44d. per 
day; women, 103d. to 1s. per day. The estimate of return is 
based on an average of 2s. per pound, being obtained for the 
bark of all ages, which is practically only one half of that actually 
realised by Jamaica-grown bark during the last three years. 

In addition to the experimental cultivation and investigations 
respecting cinchona plants, an attempt is being made to manu- 
facture cinchona febrifuge in the Island for the purpose of placing 
this valuable but cheap preparation within reach of Her Majesty’s 
subjects in the West Indies. This local utilisation of the Govern- 
ment cinchona plantation in Jamaica is one which has long been 
kept in view, and should cinchona febrifuge be successfully and 
economically manufactured there the plantation will be able to 
render an additional service in supplying, on the spot, the means 
for combating sickness and disease, and effectually coping with 
the scourges of fever which occasionally visit it. “This object, 
“* amongst others, has, I believe, been always in contemplation by 
* the Horne Government in encouraging cinchona planting in the 
“ Colonies ; and it is an aim se noble and benevolent that it de- 
** serves the sympathy and support of all concerned.” For, as one 
writer has well expressed it, “To England, with her numerous 
“ and extensive Colonial possessions, cinchona bark is simply price- 
“ less ; and it is not too much to say that if portions of her tropical 
“ empire are upheld by the bayonet, the arm that wields the weapon 
** would be nerveless but for cinchona bark and its active prin- 
* ciples.” 

At the small but beautiful island of Montserrat, in the Leeward 
Islands, which for a long time was in a languishing condition, new 
life and energy has been infused by the successful issue of an 
industry which a few years ago was confined to the desultory and 
spasmodic efforts of a few negroes. I refer to the lime-juice plan- 
tations aud manufactory so ably and systematically established at 
Montserrat by the Messrs. Sturge. And I would here add that the 
example of the Messrs. Sturge, not only in selecting and systemis- 
ing the cultivation of a minor West Indian product, but in con- 
ferring great benefits upon the locality generally, deserves the 
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warmest commendation. It is a somewhat remarkable fact that 
while at the time the Messrs. Sturge took up the cultivation of 
limes at Montserrat in 1868, “ the whole of the northern portion 
of the Island had gone out of cultivation, and the export of sugar 
had gradually fallen from some 2,700/. hogsheads to 950 hogs- 
heads, while the white population had declined to about 240 
persons, the effects produced by the energy and example of the 
Messrs. Sturge have infused new life and energy to other indus- 
tries. For instance, the cultivation of sugar has been greatly 
extended and improved of late years, and the exports have been 
increased to some 2,500 hogsheads; that is, nearly to what 
they were a hundred years ago, when 7,000 slaves were kept on 
the island. 

The lime plantations of the Montserrat Company occupy about 
1,000 acres, and contain about 200,000 trees of all ages. ‘The 
export of lime juice, both crude and concentrated, is now nearly 
100,000 gallons per annum. 

_ The lime tree ( Citrus limetta), a member of the orange family, 
grows well in all the West India Islands. [t requires alight, loamy 
and somewhat stony soil, and an elevation depending upon lati- 
tude, from sea level up to 500 feet. The trees are planted at 15 
feet apart, giving about 200 trees per acre. ‘They come into 
bearing in about six or seven years, but light crops are often 
gathered from trees at five years. To ensure large and perma- 
nent crops the trees require to be regularly pruned, and to be 
kept free from all parasitic growths, such as Loranthus, &c. 


They are also greatly benefited by tillage; that is, loosening of 


the soil around the roots, and being kept free trem grass and 
weeds, 

The annual mean temperature of Montserrat at sea-level is given 
at 78° F., and the annual rainfall at 59 inches. ‘lhese conditions 
are evidently those most suitable for the successful cultivation of 
lime trees, for at Montserrat the lime orchards present a most 
beautiful sight. 

With regard to the manufacture and preparation of lime juice 
I cannot do better than quote the following description which 
appeared in the “ Pharmaceutical Journal ” in January last (3rd 
Series, No. 657, p. 606) :— 

“In Montserrat the lime fruit harvest is heaviest from Sep- 
tember to January, but a good supply of fruit is yielded 
throughout the whole year. Here, where the lime tree is 
specially cultivated for the sake of the juice, the work is done in 
a systematic manner with suitable machinery. ‘The fruit, after 
collection, is taken to two central factories, where it is sliced by 
water power, and then squeezed in huge wooden presses, the 
juice being run into puncheons and quickly bunged up. This 
is a most important point in preparing the juice in a tropical 
climate, for if exposed it. would rapidly decompose. I am also 
informed that the choicest fruit is alone used, and that only about 
two thirds of the juice is pressed out, thus ensuring greater 
freedom from mucilaginous and pulpy matter. The further 
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pressings, together with the juice of unsound fruit, is evaporated 
to the consistence of treacle, and sent over to this country for the 
manufacture of citric acid. 

“ It is chiefly owing to these precautions that Montserrat lime 
juice isso much superior to that produced in Jamaica and else- 
where, where no care or supervision is exercised in its prepara- 
tion.” 

It might not, for many reasons, be advisable to follow the 
example of the Montserrat Lime Juice Company as regards this 
particular industry, for the demand for lime juice is somewhat 
limited and precarious, but with so many other West Indian 
industries ready at hand there can be little difficulty in founding 
hundreds of industries as successful and as promising as that of 
the Montserrat Lime Juice Company. 

Turning now to British Honduras, which is closely connected 
with the West India Islands as being a dependency of Jamaica, I 
may mention that I lately had the pleasure of visiting it, at the 
request of the Local Government, for the purpose of inquiring into 
its “ flora, and the natural resources of its soil.” My official re- 
port has lately been completed and presented, and as, probably, 
it will shortly be published, I need not dwell now at any par- 
ticular length on the subjects treated therein. 

By permission of Colonel Sir Robert W. Harley, the present 
Administrator of British Honduras, I am, however, enabled to lay 
before this meeting many interesting facts connected with the 
country, which 1 believe will place this hitherto much maligned 
and much neglected Colony in a new and not unfavourable 
light. 

Up to a recent date British Honduras was merely a settle- 
ment for the purpose of cutting logwood and mahogany, and it 
was not until 1862 that it was raised to the dignity and impor- 
tance of a British Colony. 

Speaking of the want of accurate scientific knowledge of the 
natural resources and capabilities of British Honduras, the 
* Colonial Guardian” published at Belize, recently remarked :— 

“ We have for a sufficiently long period lived without a know- 
ledge of the capabilities of about three fourths, and in total 
ignorance of even the physical configuration of more than one- 
half, of the Colony. We have been willing quietly to allow, 
without a contradictory murmur, the climate and soil of British 
Honduras to be slandered, until the civilised world has come to 
look on her as a vast pestiferous swamp, unworthy the habitation 
of civilised man. So long as mahogany was plentiful and brought 
good prices, little did the more weathly colonists reck whether this 
continuous slandering of her soil barred the way to colonisation. 
But fortunately mahogany is failing, and dire necessity is driving 
them to think of agriculture and of its only hope of development 
—immigration, as the true foundation of her progress, But the 
long lethargy has borne evil fruits, and British Honduras is only 
thought of in Europe as another European’s grave not dissimilar 
to the pestilential coast of Western Africa, To disabuse the 
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world of this erroneous opinion will be no easy task, unless we 
can lay before it substantial proofs of our statements.” 

British Honduras contains an area of 7,562 square miles, that is 
more than four times the size of Trinidad, nearly twice the size of 
Jamaica, and almost equal to that of the whole of the British 
West India Islands proper put together. A large portion of the 
country is practically unknown, but excluding the low swampy 
ground on the cays and some portions of the coast, and allowing 
a large proportion of the interior rocky country as being unfit 
for cultivation, there remain extensive areas of magnificent virgin 
soils in British Honduras, equal, if not superior, to anything 
else in the West Indies. As shown on the map, British Honduras 
has a seaboard of about 250 miles, stretching from the River 
Hondu on the north, abutting on Yucatan and Mexico, to the 
River Sarstoon on the south, bordering on the Republic of Guate- 
mala. In general, the land rises from the sea-coast in a gentle 
slope towards the west, intersected by numerous deep and navigable 
rivers until it meets, on the frontier line, the dividing mountain 
zone of Central America. 

In the south, however, the Cockscomb Mountains and others are 
within some 40 miles of the sea, and hence the country here is 
greatly diversified with hills and valleys, most of which are prac- 
tically unexplored. A few years ago (1878) Mr. Fowler, the 
Colonial Secretary of British Honduras, made a journey through 
the south-western portion of the Colony, of which an interesting 
account is given in “ Papers relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions” presented to Parliament: [C.-2598] of 1880. Mr. 
Fowler went up the Belize River as far as the western frontier, 
and then made an oblique cut across the country at the back of 
the Cockscomb Mountains, eventually reaching the coast at Deep 
River. The country traversed “ proved to be a succession of valleys 
« and hills from 1,200 to 3,000 feet above sea level. The westerly 
portion was an open, undulating, grassy country forming magnifi- 
“ cent pasturage lands. Towards the coast it was all forest, full of 
‘* valuable timber. No inhabitants were seen, but ancient Indian 
« ruins consisting of large stone buildings were discovered. ‘The 
soil generally was rich, but a few rugged spots were encountered.” 

Without anticipating in the least degree the information con- 
tained in my official report, I may mention that I travelled 
some 900 to 1,000 miles in the Colony, and, thanks to the 
courtesy of the Government and to the kindness and hospitality I 
everywhere received, I was enakled to accomplish the objects of 
my visit under very favourable circumstances. My first journey 
was through the settlements to the south of Belize, in which I had 
the privilege of being accompanied by Captain Marriner, chief of 
the local police, who, I greatly regret to find, has since lost his life 
on the River Hondu. 

Besides several large sugar estates in good order, numerous 
coco-nut and banana plantations are being established along the 
banks of the rivers to the south, many of them by small local com- 
panies with capitals ranging from 2,000/. to 5,000/. Steamers 
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from New Orleans periodically call at the principal settlements, 
and take off the produce, paying high rates in cash as soon as 
deposited on board. 

One of the most interesting spots visited in this journey was the 
Toledo settlement, established several years ago by settlers from 
the Southern States of America. About 14 families came here 
and took up their quarters in the virgin forest, with little or no 
capital. But, by undaunted courage and perseverance in over- 
coming the first difficulties, they have succeeded in establishing 
comfortable homesteads, and in placing under cultivation, chiefly 
in sugar-cane, some 600 acres of land. The results of this 
experiment are in many respects very suggestive. Although, in 
tropical countries as a rule and especially, as in this case, at sea- 
level, the white man is not suited for hard, labourious work in 
the sun, and it is better for him to possess capital and to employ 
negroes and coolies, yet it speaks well for the climate of British 
Honduras that the white settlers at the ‘Toledo settlement, which is 
by no means exceptionally placed, should by their own hands 
have turned a wild tropical forest into a number of rich and pros- 
perous plantations. Most of the settlers, at present, grow sugar- 
cane, and manufacture the produce into common Muscovado sugar 
in open pans. The quality of the sugar is exceptionally good, most 
of which is sold locally at prices ranging from 5 to 6 cents. per 
pound. 

I returned from the southern settlements deeply impressed with 
the vast natural resources of the country, and the great future which 
lies before it when properly opened. 

I next visited the central and western districts of the Colony. 
This country generally, with the exception of a few isolated ranges, 
rises so very gradually, from the sea coast to the interior, 
that points on the western frontier nearly one hundred miles 
from the coast, are only 300 feet high. This low, gently sloping 
land is also plentifully intersected by deep navigable rivers which 
flow slowly towards the sea. Along the banks of these rivers the 
characteristics of the soil and climate were of a most favourable 
character, and the vegetation essentially tropical and luxuriant. 
On further acquaintance with the interior portions of the country 
I found that the alluvial deposits along the river banks, extending 
some five or six, or,in some instances,some ten miles on each side 
contained chiefly the rich valuable soils of the Colony. Beyond 
these were “ broken lands ” and “ pine ridges.” 

The most important as well as the richest river valley in the 
Colony is that of the Old River, sometimes called the Belize River. 
This extends in a wide sinuous course from the town of Belize at 
the sea coast to the western frontier. In the upper portions, the 
valley widens into broad expanses of rich fertile plains covered 
by cohune palm, in some cases 30 or 40 miles in breadth. 
I carefully examined this district, and worked my way to the 
frontier station—the Cayo—near which a coffee plantation has 
recently been established. With the exception of some six sugar 
estates, and the same number of banana plantations, this coffee 
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plantation is the only attempt hitherto made to establish a 
systematic course of culture in the Colony, the bulk of the people 
being employed, and the chief trade of the Colony depending upon 
mahogany and logwood cutting, which, when good prices are 
ruling, are apparently very remunerative industries. 

In the forests of the western districts I found the rubber-tree of 
Central America (Castillor elastica) very abundant. This tree (a 
member of the breadfruit family) is specially suitable for cul- 
tivation on account of its preferring a loamy, sandy soil ; and being 
a deep feeder it might be utilised as a shade tree in cultivated areas 
with great advantage. Trees at ten years old yield from four to 
seven, pounds of rubber, which is valued at from 2s. 3d. to 3s. per 
pound. If carefully managed, the trees can be tapped every three 
or four years. 

Another interesting plant found wild in these forests, was the 
indigenous cacao of Central America: this differed from all kinds 
I had met previously. After careful inquiry, I found that it was 
the Tampasco cacao of the Atlantic slopes, and identical with the 
celebrated Socunusco cacao of the Pacific coast. In habit and 
character the trees approach those of the Cacao Criollo, and an 
examination of the pods, which are of a golden-yellow colour, led 
me to the conclusion that this Tampasco, or “ Socunusco ” cacao, 
is the yellow form of the celebrated “Caracas” cacao. Should 
such prove to be the case, there is little doubt that this yellow 
variety will prove as much superior to the red Caracas form, as 
the yellow Forastero does to the red (Trinidad) cacao. 

Many other interesting plants of timber and dye woods, as well 
as of plants of medicinal and economic value, were met, many of 
which I have no doubt are capable of being utilised both in British 
Honduras and in other British possessions. 

With regard to the climate of British Honduras, to which I 
have already made a passing reference, there is no doubt in my 
mind that it has been greatly maligned. Belize, the capital, 
being surrounded by mangrove swamps, “is possibly the least 
“healthy part of the Colony.” On the gradually rising ground of 
the interior the climate is equal, if not superior, to most tropical 
countries, Visitations of fever appear to be of rare occurrence, 
and owing to the level character of the country, the cool sea- 
| breezes—especially those from the north-east—sweep uninter- 
ruptedly over it, entirely preventing the accumulation of mias- 
matic influences, so prevalent in other countries similarly situated. 

That the legislature of British Honduras has a firm belief in 
the healthiness of the Colony is shown by the fact that a local 
ordinance, referring to the registration of medical practitioners, has 
a preamble somewhat as follows: “ Whereas, owing to the salu- 
“* briousness of the climate of British Honduras, there are few 
“ inducements for medical men to settle therein, it is hereby 
“ enacted,” &c., &c. 

For experienced planters, who have already lived in tropical 
countries, and especially in the East, British Honduras offers 
inducements superior, I believe, to those of most British Colonies. 
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There are thousands of acres of magnificent land offered by 
Government at an upset price of a dollar an acre, capable of 
growing nearly every tropical product. Some of these lands are 
either near the banks of rivers, with easy communication with 
the coast, or on the coast itself. There is an abundant market 
for bananas, plantains, coco-nuts, oranges, pine-apples, and all 
tropical fruits in demand in America, and regular direct com- 
munication, by means of mail and other steamers, with both 
England and the States. For the cultivation of sugar-cane, 
coffee, tea, cacao, spices, tobacco, vanilla, and rice, British Hon- 
duras offers special advantages. ‘The chief drawbacks to the 
advancement of the Colony are: (1) The scarcity and somewhat 
precarious nature of the labour supply, and (2) the want of cheap 
and effective communication with the rich back lands of the in- 
terior. The first of these drawbacks may in a great measure be 
overcome by the establishment of an effective system of coolie 
immigration, similar to that in force in Demerara, Trinidad, 
Jamaica, and more recently in Grenada. Coolies might be ob- 
tained from India at the rate of 15/. per head, of which the repay- 
ment would be spread over the five years during which the 
engagement lasts. During this time, the wages would be fixed at 
the rate of 1s. per diem, all things included. For light field work 
in the tropics the coolie is an invaluable worker, Demerara and 
Trinidad without coolies would never have attained to their 
present prosperous condition ; and what has been done in these 
Colonies with coolies may likewise be done in British Honduras, 
which, from the richness of its natural resources, would eventually 
become one of the most prosperous British possessions in the West 
Indies. 

For reaching the fine rich virgin lands on the upper portions of 
the Sibun and Belize rivers, as well as those previously described 
in the South, a system of cheap and light railways might be 
constructed at a cost not exceeding 100,0007. | 

The Colony is, at present, in a sound financial condition, and 
there should be no difficulty, as suggested by Mr. Fowler, in 
raising the above-mentioned sum in England on loan, which, it 
may be observed, is only a little over two years’ income. 

Time will forbid my entering more fully upon the numberless 
resources of our West Indian possessions, or describe them so com- 
pletely and so abundantly as they deserve. I cannot, however, 
close this brief and, I fear, very incomplete account of what is being 
done, or capable of being done, in the West Indies without express- 
ing confidence in the great future which lies before them, and also 
the hope that their abundant iatent wealth will be so expanded 
and developed as to afford a prosperous outlet for English capital 
and enterprise, now too often diverted and absorbed in fruitless 
operations in foreign states. 
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TURKS ISLANDS. 


No. 16. 


The Orricer Administering the GOVERNMENT of Jamaica to 
the Right Hon. the Earn or Drrsy. 


King’s House, Jamaica, 
My Lorp, April 28, 1883. 
I nave the honour to forward to your Lordship the enclosed 
copy of the Blue Book of Turks Islands for the year 1882, together 
with a report of the Commissioner on the same. 


I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) CLARKE. 
The Earl of Derby, 
&ec. &c. 


Buve Book Report for Turks AnD Caticos ISLANDS. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 

The revenue collected during the year from the regular sources 
of duties amounted to 7,140/. 15s. 7d., and the expenditure on the 
several public services amounted to 5,356/. 12s. 7d.; but to this 
must be added a claim of about 5002. for mail services, still sub 
judice, leaving an approximate excess of revenue over expenditure 
during the year of about 1,200/. 

2. The usual several items of revenue estimated for, yielded 
818i. in excess of the average; of which sum 6331. is for Royalty 
on salt and its collateral light dues. 

3. The general expenditure proper was lower than the average, 
and nearly 1,0002. below the estimate; owing principally to a 
change in the mail service, by which a saving was effected. 

4, There is no public debt ; but, on the contrary, the Dependency 
funded during the year the sum of 500/. of the surplus revenue 
of the year 1881. 

Imports and Exports. 

5. The following comparative tables of exports and imports, &c. 

show the trade transactions for the year :— 


Vatur of Exports of Domestic Propuce and MANUFACTURES 
in the years 1880, 1881, and 1882. 


Articles. 1880. | 1881. | 1882. 
i 8, id; £8; di £ s. d. 
Salt - - 20,155 14 11 |22,908 10 2 {21,095 6 5 
Cave earth - - - | 2,952 0 6 697 13 0O 1,205 12 8 
Sponge - - - - —_ 429 15 11 720 14 0 
Fresh fruit - - - —_ —_ 13 12 0 
Straw, brazilletto, &c. - - | 1,645 7 10 280 0 O 296 2 
Totals - - 124,753 3 3 {24,315 19 1 }23,381 7 6 
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VaLuE of Imports for the years 1880, 1881, and 1882. 


a 1880. | 1881. | 1882. 
Pee “aly £ s. d. £ 8... d, 
Imports - — - -| 24729 2 5 | 27,054 4 6 | 2682211 8 


Quantity of Sat exported from each Port for the years 1880, 1881, 


and 1882, 
Ports. | 1880. | 1881. | 1882. 
Grand Turk - - 452,599 593,626 659,225 
Salt Cay - : - 192,817 478,660 476,530 
Cockburn Harbour - 289,990 358,610 406,327 
Total bushels - | 935,406 1,430,896 1,542,082 
Salt in the Colony on 3lst December 1878 - 85,000 bushels. 

» ” 3” 1879 r 1,500 ” 

wa s . 1880 - 700,000 __—s=»“ 

by) 99 yy 1881 = 1,000,000 99 

33 be) 39 1882 = 650,000 99 


RAINFALL at GranD TurK, Sat Cay, Cocksurn Harsoor, and Krw 
for each month of the year 1882. 


Cockburn 

Months. Grand Turk.} Salt Cay. Hashouy: Kew. 
January - - - *62 *80 1:00 No return. 
February - - 2°02 1°01 — ne 
March - - - OR? 1°18 68 » 
April - ‘ i 92 “52 -30 mi 
May - X 2°98 2°30 3°17 . 
June “ - - *39 °72 “17 ‘a 
July - : . “68 1°34 37 +s 
August - : . “81 “61 2°13 2°62 
September - - 3°34 3°56 2°56 5°66 
October - - - 2°22 2°65 1°84 9°00 
November - - 1°31 °76 2°03 5°19 
December - - 2°65 2°59 °72 4°91 

Total - - 18°97 18°04 14°97 27°38 
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Return of the Numper and Crass of VxssELs that passed the Licur- TurKs 


HOUSE at GRanD ToRK by daylight in 1882. AND Caicos 
IsLaNps. 

. rd _—_—_ 
ia wn ° 2 f 
2 eC F 5 $ a g a 
o fet n ‘S Os ga o 
> 4 ; 2 @ ee ae eee ae 
4 cvhg. e-9| GeOnaee ett Seok oe de ee emnoaly ceieh 1 

2 _ aS _ - Soa 
= ra a ea rs £9 a Dhl ae = 
1 92 | — 44 | 24 8 | 160 38 | 98 | 395 


ScHEDULE of Receipts and EXPENDITURE of the PuBLic REVENUE 
for the year 1882, in comparison with the preceding year 1881. 


Imports. | 1881, | 1882. 
Lives, cals & 8s. «d. 
Aleohol - - - - - - 10 12 O 0 8 0 
Ale, porter, cider, &c. - - - - 23” |S. ol 2418 O 
Bay water - - - - . 14 5 0 14 9 6 
Beans and peas - - - - - Solr 6 ' foo ahs) 
Bread - - - - - - 2713 4 31 210 
Butter - - - - - - 70 12 2 3 y [aes Ui 
Candles - - - - ~ - 8 11 10 4 £5 
Cattle and Calves - - - - 815 0 Se 2, 16 
Cheese - - - - - - 16:13 7 30 3 5 
Chocolate - - - - - 6 0 0 87-0) OL 
Cigars - - - - - - 718 0 yA Cae 
Cocoa - - - - ~ 0 210 oo 
Coffee - - - - - - toa 7, 10 21 16 6 
Cordage - - - - ~ - 411 6 8 6 5 
Cordials - - - . - - 117 6 lee G 
Corn - - - - 127 7.- 0 19 18 0O 
Fish, dried and pickled - - - - 6418 7 82 17 9 
Flour, wheat - - - - 489 13 2 S16 Az 
Flour, rye, and corn aba - - - 57 6.9 88 9 9 
Horses - - - - - 6 0 0 20 0 O 
Lard - - . - - - 58:0 5 47 9 5 
Lumber and shingles —- - - - 69 15 6 59 12 10 
Meat, salted and cured - - - - 231 14 8 1077 2.0 
Molasses, syrup, and honey - ~ - 61 3 10 7310 4 
Oils - - - - - - 33 14 3 57 13 11 
Paint in oil - - - - - 10 4 2 1210 0 
Pitch, tar, and rosin - - - - 2 16. 30 38 6 0 
Raisins, eee and mes - - - + ae le 416 0 
Rice - - - - 69 0 4 75 17 11 
Rum, brandy, git, &e. - - - - 701 4 4 ASL 7 (rh 
Sheep and goats - - - - - 1.4 6 0 3 0 
Soap - ~ ~ - - - 32 18 2 12 53""0 
Spirits, turpentine - - - - 1 0 6 010 
Sugar - . - “ - = |) = 988, 10,-7 173 18 11 
Swine - - ~ - - - 2 too OF 6.10 
Tea - ~ - - = - 7G) 2 22 0 9 
Tobacco - - - - - - 43 0 7 84 5 10 
Wine - - - - - - 19°..3)-.8 88 13 7 
Ad valorem duties - - - - 876 4.1 934 15 10 
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Imports. | 1881. 1882, 


Other Sources of Revenue. 


Royalty of 10 per cent. ad valorem on salt ex- 
ported: in 1881—1,430,896 bushels; in 1882 


—1,542,082 bushels - - - - | 2,285 17 11 2,409 12 2 
Light duties - - - -| 65715 8 698 10 0 
Auction duties - - - - - 91 12 11 30 19 3 
Fines from Supreme and Police Courts - - 88 18 8 89 5 9 
Fees of office - - - - - 165 15 4 97.17 11 
Postage - S - - - - 88 19 0 127 5 1 
Post Office Money Order commissions - - 514 7 12-6 ° 7 
Liquor licenses - - - - - 75 0 0 76.0 0 
Wine ,, 4 ‘ 3 58 0 0 58 0 0 
Dog Tax - - - ~ 17 9 6 18 11 6 
Sales Crown land - - - 38 3 6 119 -9 
Lease 2” ” = = = Yh Ky oe | 39 138 2 
Public bank—profits from Ist July 1881 to 30th 

June 1882 - - - - - 59 7 6 — 
Receipt from Imperial Post Office - - 300 0 0 300 0 0 
Wharfage and storage - : - - 64 11 8 43 11 9 
Miscellaneous Sales Government property, &c. 157 8 8 160 14 11 
Special - - . - - 131 5 9 866 0 8 

4,242 7 4 | 4,529 8 6 
Recapitulation. 
Imports - - - - - -{| 3,317 2 0 2,977 (7 9 
Other sources’ - - - - -| 4242 7 4 4,529 8 6 
7,559 9 4 7,506 16 3 
Balance from 1880 and 1881 - - ° 832 14 6 1,893 7 6 
8,392 3 10 9,400 3 9 
Expenditure for 1881 and 1882 - - -}| 6498 16 4 7;165, 9-1 


— 


co 


Balance for 1882 and 188 3 - - 1,893 7 6 2,234 14 


6. The year passed without the occurrence of a wreck loaded 
with a general cargo, so average importations are not affected by 
the accidental bringing into the Colony of more of any particular 
article than is usually consumed, with which the wrecked vessel 


might be loaded. 


7. There is little variation in the several items of import duties. 
Flour yielded a little more than usual, and spirits rather less; 
this latter circumstance being due to large importations having 
been made in the previous year, when it was known that the 
mail boat would shortly cease running to St. Thomas, from which 
place the supply of spirits has hitherto been imported; and so 
stocks were laid in. 

8. The quantity of salt exported was larger than for some 
years; a great impetus being given to the fish salt trade with 
Canada in November and December, just after the mail steamer 
from Halifax began calling here regularly; and I hope this 
outlet for salt will be increased. 

9. The price obtained for the salt was, however, very low, and 
barely remunerative. A stock, equal to half the average demand 
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of twelve months, was left on hand on the 3lst December, which 
surplus, I am afraid, will tend to keep the price down during the 
year. 

10. The export of sponge increased, owing, in some degree, to 
the protracted draught which prevented the settlers at the Caicos 
from getting any food crops from their fields, and also owing to 
the absence of any wrecks there; which two circumstances com- 
bined forced the men to go out sponging, a dirty disagreeable 
business, which they do not like, and take up only as a last resort 
to earn a living. 

11. Only two small cargoes of cave earth were shipped last 
vear; but the cause of this was the shipping place required some 
improvements which have now been carried out, and a larger 
export will be made this year. 

12, As bearing on Trade and Commerce, though not specially 
to these Islands, I may mention that the number of sailing vessels 
passing through this passage was much smaller than any year 
since I have kept a record, especially noticeable in the smaller 
class of vessels. In 1879 the total number signalled was 479, of 
which 201 were schooners, and only 28 barks and barkentines. 
In 1882 the total was 395 of which only 98 were schooners, with 
68 barks and barkentines; tending to confirm, what I believe is 
generally admitted, that smal] vessels do not pay to run, and 
steamers are driving them off the sea. 


Shipping. 


13. The total tonnage of vessels arriving in ballast was 33,407, 
against 31,303 in the previous year; and one novel feature was 
the arrival here of 28 vessels of a large class direct from the 
United States, as against none in the previous year. This was 
caused by the absence of employment for sailing vessels in the 
United States, and the difficulty experienced of chartering in the 
West Indies, the declining number of ships that take freights 
there; and seek freight home again, ‘This has caused the rate 
of freight on salt to be higher. 


Public Works. 


14. The only special work undertaken was the rebuilding 
entirely of an abutment at Deans Dock, Salt Cay, of which the 
foundations had given way from the action of the sea. 

15. The lighthouse, the keeper’s house, the public schools, and 
court house, and the custom house were painted; and the roads, 
tanks and wells, were repaired and kept in good order. 

16. The improvements and new works, to be defrayed from 
the surplus revenue of 1881, were not actively proceeded with, 
as it was late in the year before the sanction of the Secretary of 
State was received for these works, and so only the school house 
and tank at Salt Cay were repaired. 
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17. The purchase of the public wharf and customs warehouse, 
at Grand Turk was, however, arranged for 300/., and the lumber 
was imported for entirely renewing the wharf. 

18. This latter work has now (March 1883) been finished, and 
the market shed and other works are advancing towards com- 
pletion. 

19. Many works have been also carried out with the fund, raised 
by a special tax beyond the royalty, upon the salt shipped, for 
the improvement of salt ponds, especially at Salt Cay, where a 
tunnel of solid masonry, stretching into the sea, costing nearly 
1152, has been built so as to let the water from the sea into the 
pond without bringing in at the same time quantities of sand, 
which formerly gradually choked up the canal. This work has 
been found to be most effective, and saves the proprietors 18. per 
annum heretofore paid to a cuntractor for cleaning out the canal, 
when sea water was wanted, which is now unnecessary, as the 
tunnel door has only to be opened, at a cost: of a few shillings. 
An embankment round the reservoir at Salt Cay, which the salt 
pond proprietors have been striving to get for 30 years, has at last 
been commenced, and by the aid of the salt pond improvement 
fund, many other works will be carried out by degrees, which will 
improve the salt ponds most materially. The law passed in 1879, 
under which this fund is raised, has a duration clause, and will 
expire in August 1884; but the proprietors, seeing its advantages, 
are unanimous in wishing for its continuance. 


Legislation. 


20. An Ordinance “ To promote general vaccination” was passed, 
as owing to the proximity to, and frequent intercourse with, St. 
Domingo, where small-pox is so often prevalent, it is very 
necessary to have a strict vaccination law here. 

21. The only other Ordinance passed ot any consequence, is one 
that provides “ For the protection of cultivated and enclosed lands 
* against the trespass and depredations of stray cattle and other 
* animals,” without which law it would have been impossible to 
undertake any planting at the Caicos, an industry recently started 
with every prospect of success. 


Civil Establishment. 


22. No permanent change has been made in the civil list; but 
Mr. Anderson, Judge of the Supreme Court and ex officio auditor, 
left the Dependency on the 1st June to act asa District Court 
Judge in Jamaica, and is still absent. Mr. Rae, the Assistant 
Commissioner at Cockburn Harbour, is acting for Mr. Anderson, 
and Mr. Stamers is acting for Mr. Rae. 


Pensions. 


23. Two pensioners died in the first month of the year by 
which 1162. 18s. per annum lapsed. A constable was, however, 
put on in April, at the rate of 102. 14s. 8d, per annum, so that the 
net decrease was only 94/, 15s, 3d. 


HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 169 


Consuls. 


24. Mr. U. K. Sawyer arrived here in August as Consul for the 
United States, the duties of which office here had been performed 
by the Vice Consul since the death of MY. Van Wyck in Sep- 
tember 1880. 


Coins. 


25. The want of any smaller change than a threepenny piece 
(except a few 14d. and 2d. bits) was much felt by the poorer 
classes, so the circulation of nickel coins of Jamaica of the values 
of 1d., $d. and }4., has been much appreciated, and found a great 
convenience, 

26. Forty-nine pounds worth has been issued from the Treasury 
and is certainly not too much. The people fell into the use of 
them very readily, and you can now buy halfpennyworth and 
pennyworth of many articles of which formerly the smallest 
quantity sold was 14d. worth. 


Postal and Mail Services. 


27. The arrangement entered into with the Atlas S. S. Co, for 
conveying the mails vid Inagua by a small branch steamer for a 
thousand pounds per annum, was not found to work satisfactorily, 
and was consequently determined. 

28. Mr. Cunard, who owns the line of steamers running monthly 
between Halifax, Bermuda, and Jamaica, was again asked to allow 
his vessels to call at Turks Islands, both going north and south, 
so as to land the mails, and establish direct steam communication 
between Jamaica and the Dependency. This he has now consented 
to do for a sum of eight hundred pounds per annum, and there is 
no doubt that the service, which is the one I have been trying to 
secure for three years, is an excellent one for this little Depennency. 
It gives direct mail service with England and Jamaica every four 
weeks ; and will lead, I believe, to an increase of trade with the 
Dominion of Canada in fish salt. 


Agriculture. 


29. Last year I reported that an attempt was about to be made 
to encourage agriculture at the Caicos Islands, especially on 
North Caicos, at a settlement known as Kew, which had been 
abandoned for forty years. 

30. With this object the Government engaged the services of a 
young man in Jamaica, Mr. C. H. Plummer, wio had practical 
agricultural experience and botanical tastes, as instructor in 
agriculture and Government agent to reside at Kew, and look after 
the Crown lands, on which the people had all squatted, whilst at 
the same time he was to instruct the inhabitants as to what, how, 
and when to plant, &c. 

31. Mr. Plummer took charge on the Ist August, and his 
experiments have proved that the soil on North Caicos is capable 
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of growing nearly any tropical fruit that is planted, whilst at the 
same time tomatoes, potatoes, and onions will thrive as well here 
as in Bermuda. 

32. The inhabitants, who were all squatters, have been accepted 
as tenants on tial for seven years, paying a small annual rental, 
taken on account of purchase money, which, with other conditions 
as to cultivation, &c., will entitle them to a grant for their lots, 25 
acres, at the end of that period. 

33. In that time it will be seen whether a tenant is really an 
industrious man, and if not, the Government will have the right 
to refuse him his grant, and to determine the tenancy. 

34. The terms have been generally accepted as most fair, and 
reasonable; and the specimens of fruit and vegetables already 
grown have caused some inquiry to be made by persons in 
Bermuda who wish to obtain land, and it may be fairly said the 
prospects of this new industry are, to-day, most encouraging. 


General Remarks. 


35. His Excellency Sir Anthony Musgrave visited the Depen- 
dency in March in Her Majesty’s ship “'Tenedos,” and remained 
here a few days. 

36. The export trade of the Dependency in salt was large, and 
the public revenue was consequently good; but the price obtained 
by the merchants was low; for which, however, they are them- 
selves in some measure to blame. Being without capital, they are 
all anxious, and in some instances forced to sell their salt, which 
they do by under selling each other to get the preference. 

37. The borrowers from the public bank paid about 450/. of 
their debts, and this, I presume, came out of the profits of salt 
raking, of which the quantity gathered was large, owing to fine 
weather, the rainfall during the whole year being only 18 inches 
against an average of 25. 

38. The general health of the Islands was good, and owing to 
the demand for salt the labourers were kept employed here, and 
fewer than usual had to leave for San Domingo seeking work. 

39. The future prospect of these Islands is not so low as many 
here try to believe. Salt is an article of commerce for which 
there always will be a sale, the only question being whether its 
market value abroad will pay the cost of raking it here. I see no 
reason to doubt this, as I hope the trade will get over the depression 
of low prices, from which it is now suffering, and the most trifling 
rise in the price per bushel makes a great difference on a crop of 
a million and a half bushels. 

(Signed) R. B. LLEWExyn, 

Commis-ioner’s Office, Commissioner, 

4th April 1883. 
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BRITISH GUIANA. 


No. 17. 


Governor Sir H. T. Irvine, K.C.M.G., to the Right Hon. the 
Haru OF DERBY. 


Government House, Georgetown, Demerara, 
My Lorp, May 23, 1883. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s in- 
formation copy of the Blue Book of British Guiana for the year 
1882, accompanied by the report of Mr. F. W. Collier, Acting 
Assistant Government Secretary, under whose immediate super- 
vision this book has been compiled. 


I have, &e. | 
The Right Hon. (Signed) Henry T. Irvine, 
The Earl of Derby, Governor. 


&e. &e. &c. 


Report on the results shown in the BLUE Boor, 1882. 


Taxes and Duties. 


1, The only material alteration under this head was the increase 
of the ad valorem import duty from 51. to 100. for every 1002. 
value. This increase of taxation was imposed by the Combined 
Court at the Session in June 1882, to be levied from 1st July in 
that year until Ist July 1883, and it was estimated by the 
Committee of Ways and Means that with such increase a revenue 
of $935,000 would be derived from import duties. ‘The revenue 
actually derived from this source was $1,015,679, or 211,6001. 


Revenue. 


2. The Colonial revenue for the year 1882 was 458,694/, 7s. 7d. 
an increase of 55,4481. 17s. 114d. on the revenue of 1881. A 
comparison of the figures for the last two years shows an increase 
under every head of revenue except two. Under the following 
heads there were large increases, viz. :— 


x 
Import duties - - - - 27,843 
Wine and spirit duties - - = 12,137 
Excise duty on rum - - - 6,400 
Establishments under Government =» 3,252 


Beacon and tonnage dues - - 2,370 
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Import duties.—The increase under import duties arises from the 
advance from Ist July of the ad valorem duty from 5 per cent. 
to ei per cent., also from increased importations of duty paying 
goods, 

Wine and Spirit Duties.—The difference under this head is 
partly attributable to the revenue finding its level again after 
being seriously disturbed by certain speculative importations in 
1880 of Tarragona wine, consequent on the reduction in the pre- 
ceding year on the duty of light wines, ‘These importations were 
checked by the re-arrangement of the tariff in 1881. The fluctua- 
tion of the revenue caused by these changes will be seen at a 
glance from the following figures :— 


——— | 1875. | 1876. | 1877. | 1878. 
£ £& £ 
Revenue before reduction of duty - 40,765 44,083 47,095 44,216 
— | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. | 1882. 
£ £& £ 
Revenue after reduction of duty - 88,228 45,881 80,695 42,832 


Rum Duties.—The increase under this head is caused by a 
greater consumption of duty paid rum, and may also be partially 
due to the operation of the legislation of 1880 for the prevention 
of smuggling. 

The increases under the heads of Beacon and Tonnage dues 
and Miscellaneous receipts from Government Departments are 
attributable to improvement in trade, 

The two sources of revenue which exhibit a casual decrease 
are :— 


LL 
Taxes fixed by law - - - 1,983 
Retail spirit licences - - - 567 


Expenditure. 


3. The tota! Colonial expenditure anounted to 428,9711. 9s. 44d. 
and was 7,884/. 7s. 4d. more than the expenditure of 1881. 

The following are the principal items of increase or decrease :— 

Public Debt.—An increase of 10,9412 10s. appears under this 
head, and is caused by amounts required for Sinking Funds and 
Interest which had not been previously provided for being now 
set aside for these purposes. 
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Immigration —The decrease of 5,873/. 4s. 11d. under this head 
is due to the discontinuance of immigration from Madeira, and to 
a decrease of 791 in the number of East Indian immigrants intro- 
duced into the Colony. 


Works and Buildings.—This item exhibits a decrease of 
4,881/. 15s. 2d. due to expenditure being curtailed in view of the 
necessity found to exist for reducing the total expenditure of the 
Colony. 


Roads and Bridges—An increase of 3,7181. 6s. 8d. appears 
under this head, occasioned by advances from the general revenue 
for road repairs. These advances are presumably recoverable 
from the proprietors responsible for such repairs. 


LocaL REVENUES. 


4, Georgetown.—The revenue raised for municipal purposes in 
the city of Georgetown amounted to 43,669/. 16s. 14d., as com- 
pared with 43,7122 15s. 10d. in 1881. The house-tax levied 
during the year wasat the rate of two per centum on the appraised 
value, and yielded 24,2067. Market fees yielded 4,324/. and 
water service 2,706/. 


The expenditure during the year was 45,947/, 9s., an increase of 
3,830/. 18s. on the expenditure of 1881. The cost of labour and 
sanitary superintendance was 6,211/.; the other large items of 
expenditure were 8,532/. (loans repaid) and 4,980/. (interest 
account). , 


5. New Amsterdam.—The revenue of the town of New Amster- 
dam amounted to 8,380/. 16s. 114d. It was chiefly derived from 
the following sources :— : 


£ 
Taxes on town property—14% per centum - 2,587 
Market fees and rent of shops - - 1,263 
Loan under Ordinance 3 of 1880, for the 
completion of the waterworks - «> 8,126 


The expenditure amounted to 8,158/. 4s. 1d., and the following 
were the principal items :— 


£ 
Maintaining roads, bridges, and drainage - 1,919 
Waterworks establishment - - 1,153 
ys loan repaid - - - 2,766 
Salaries of town officials - - - 1,390 


6. Villages.—The revenue of the 31 incorporated villages (in- 
cluding a sum of 3,055/. 8s, 7d. due by ratepayers at the close of 
the year) amounted in the aggregate to 8,682/. 5s., showing an 
increase of 766/. 1s. 94d. over the revenue of 1881. 
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ae The expenditure amounting to 7,067/. 3s. 94d. was as follows :-— 

Pace ae A 
Drainage » - - 2,780 14 23 

Roads, dams, and bridges - 1,168 7 8 

Salaries, contingencies, and other 

expenses = - - 2,493 1 Il 

Government loan repaid - wen 625 0 0 

7,067 3 94 


Compared with the expenditure of 1881 there was an increase of 
2,661/. 2s, 2d. 


The liabilities of the villages on 31st December were as 


follows :— 
-. = ae a. 
Due on Government loan - - 19,511 10 10 
5 Other debts - = PGT 71 


22.479 7 11 


As compared with 23,2517. 10s. 64d. on 31st December 1881. 


Pustuic DEst. 


7. The public debt of the Colony for which the general revenue 
is directly pledged was on the 31st December 58,794/, as com- 
pared with 75,2072 6s. 8d in 1881. This decrease of 
16,4132. 6s. 8d. arises from the provision made during the year 
for the extinction of the debt and from the payment of bonds 
under Ordinance No. 31, of 1868, authorising a loan for village 


improvements. 


The loans guaranteed by the general revenue exhibit a 
decrease of 24,6282, 17s. 10d. They were as follows :— 


a a 5 

For immigration - - - - 225,300 0 0O 

To the city of Georgetown - - 37,862 10 0 

To the town of New Amsterdam” - - 4,027 15 64 

Total guaranteed loans - - 267,190 5 64 
Amount for which the general revenue is 

directly pledged - - - - 58,794 0 O 

Grand total 1882 - - + 325,984 5 6 

% LBBB ies 87086-1010 


Decrease in 1882 - 41,042 4 53 
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MILITARY EXPENDITURE. 


8. The disbursements of the Colonial Government in connexion 
with the Georgetown militia, the volunteer force, and the Im- 
perial troops in garrison amounted to 2,958. 13s. 4d. The 
Imperial expenditure was 14,080/. 18s. 7d. The total military 
expenditure was therefore 17,0392 11s. 11d, and was 1,0412 
less than in 1881. 


Puszuic Works. 


9, The provision made for public works during the year was to 
the extent of 140,4822 7s. O3d., but of this only a sum of 
69,1441. 17s. 54d. wasexpended. A further sum of 4,191/. 7s. 104d. 
was expended on urgent works for which no provision had been 
made, making a total expenditure of 73,336/. 5s. 14d., as compared 
with an expenditure in 1881 of 73,666/. Us. 8d. 

The principal items of expenditure were :— 


£ 
Constructing new law courts - 11,432 
Sea defences, Georgetown—completion 
of dam - - - - 11,255 


Constructing new hospital, Berbice - 4,688 
Completing residences at Botanic gar- 


dens - - - - - 65,543 
Constructing police barracks, New 
Amsterdam - ~ - - 2,326 
Repairs and enlargements at penal seitle- 
ment - - - - - 2,198 
LEGISLATION. 


10, Twelve Ordinances were passed during the year, of which 
the following are noteworthy :-— 

No. 4.— To facilitate the acquisition of Jands required for 
public purposes.” Under the provisions of this enactment Jand 
required for public purposes may, upon resolution being passed 
by the Governor and Court of Policy declaring it to be so re- 
quired, be taken possession of, its value being subsequently 
determined by ajury after public inquiry before a judge. 

No. 6.—* ‘To repeal the Board of Education Ordinance, 1876, 
and to provide for the duties hitherto performed by the Board 
thereby established.” The cost of primary education had so 
greatly increased it was found necessary on the grounds of 
public economy that the Government should be entrusted with 
the direct control of the Education Department, and by this 
Ordinance the Board of Education is abolished and the working 
powers of the Board transferred to the Inspector of Schools, 
subject to the direction and approval of the Governor. 

No. 8.—“ To provide for the maintenance of the Civil List 
Establishment of British Guiana.” Provision is under this 
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Brivis enactment made for a civil list of 26,3337. 6s. 8d. per annum for 
GutaNa. — seven years from Ist January 1883. 
cee No. 10.—* To provide for the maintenance of the ministers of 
the Christian religion in the colony of British Guiana.” This 
enactment provides for the maintenance for seven years from Ist 
January 1883 of a Clergy List Establishment to the extent of 
19,3007. per annum. The endowment is as follows :-— 


nate Ne 
Church of England - - 10,433 6 8 
Church of Scotland - - 5,116 13 4 
Wesleyan Missionary Society - 1,041 13 4 
Congregational and other dissen- 
ting denominations - - 208 6 8 
Roman Catholi¢ Church - - 2,500 0 0 
£19,300 0 0 


No. 11.—‘* To provide against the adulteration of food and 
drugs.” ~ This enactment is similar in its provisions to the Im- 
perial Adulteration Act. 


PouiTicAL FRANCHISE. 


11. The county franchise is determined by the possession of 
three acres of land under cultivation, or of house property of 
20/7. annual rental; by the occupancy for three years of six acres 
of land under cultivation, or for one year of house property of 
40/. annual rental ; or by an income of 1251. 

The town franchise is determined by the possession of house 
property of the value of 1042. 3s. 4d, or occupancy of the same — 
at an annual rental of 25/.; or by an income of 1251, 

The number of registered electors on 3lst December was 
1,041, showing an increase of 40 over the number registered in 
1881 and of 326 over the number in 1880. 


CouNCILS AND ASSEMBLIES. 


12. Court of Policy—Mr. Allan Cameron McCalman resigned 
in consequence of departure from the Colony, and was succeeded 
by Mr. B. Howell Jones. Mr. Thomas Mulligan at the close of 
the Annual Session of the Combined Court vacated his seat, and 
was re-elected thereto. 

13. Combined Court.—Mr. Edward Stephens, Mr. William 
Craigen, Mr, W. F. Bridges, and Mr. Andrew Hunter resigned 
in consequence of departure from the Colony, and were succeeded 
by Mr. Alex. Barr, Mr. W. H. Sherlock, Mr. Mewburn Garnett, 
and Mr. John Reid Hunter. Mr. D. C. Cameron was re-elected 
on the expiration of his term of service. 
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Civit EstaBLISHMENT. 


14, Deaths.—There were 12 deaths amongst public officer 
holding appointments in the Colony, viz. :— 

Mr. John Haughton, Stipendiary Magistrate. 

Mr. John Alves, Stipendiary Magistrate, while returning to the 
Colony from leave of absence. 

Rev. John McDonald, Clergyman of the Church of England, 
while proceeding to England on leave of absence. 

Dr. E. H. Klein, district Medical Officer. 

Dr. J. T. Dickson, district Medical Officer, while proceeding 
to England on leave of absence. 

Mr. E. G. Anderson, . 

Mr. R. C. Tucker, district Commissaries of Taxation. 

Mr. G. S. Younger, 

Mr. F. O. King, first Sworn Clerk and Notary Public. 

Mr. J. N. L. Backer, Chief Clerk in Audit Department. 

Mr, Duncan Ferguson, Aidwaiter in Customs Department. 

Mr. R. B. Altham, Magistrates’ clerk. 

15. Appointments and Promotions.—The principal changes in 
the Public Service during the year was as follows :— 

Sir Henry Turner Irving, K.C.M.G., assumed the Government, 
on 4th May, in succession to Governor C. H. Kortright (now Sir 
Cornelius Kortright), who resigned on account of ill-health in 
February. The Government was from 1st Jauuary to fourth May 
administered by Lieutenant-Governor Young, C.M.G. 

On 25th October Mr, P. H. Nind, Auditor-General, resigned 
his appointment, and Mr. Francis J. Villiers, C.M.G., was appointed 
to the vacant post. 

Mr. Francis Fleming on 4th May entered upon the duties of 
Puisne Judge, to which office he had been appointed, in succession 
to Mr. Hugh Riley Semper, promoted to Gibralter. 

Mr. Walter Helier Hutchens from Jamaica on 22nd September 
entered upon the duties of Colonial Civil Engineer, which office 
had been temporary filled since November, 1880, by Mr. H. H. 
Siccama, who left the Colony on the completion of his engagement 
with the Government. 

The following apointments were made to the magistracy :— 

Mr. John Brumell, Barrister-at-law in succession to the late 
Mr. John Haughton ; 

Mr. Everard F. im Thurn, M.A., in succession to Mr. W. C. 
H. F. McClintock, Special Magistrate, retired on pension ; 

Mr. Thos, Fitzgerald, in succession to the late Mr. John Alves, 
and Mr. E. A. Northcote, Barrister-at-Law. 

Several changes occurred in the Medical Department, and the 
following supernumerary officers were added to the staff to fill 
vacancies which had previously existed or were occasioned by 
promotions during the year from the supernumerary staff, viz. :— 

Doctors W. Duncan, E. M. Pearless, E. E. Young, Thos. 
Kelly, H. F. Corbould, M Williamson, and W. F. Smartt. 
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In the clergy establishment one or two changes took place, 
consequent on the death of the Rev. John MacDonald, viz. :— 

Rev. T. Moulder, curate in St. Paul’s parish, succeeded Mr. 
MacDonald in the Incumbency of Christ Church and the Rev. 
Geo. Salmon, curate in St. George’s Parish, was appointed to 
the vacancy caused by Mr. Moulder’s promotion. The Rev. 


Robt. Wyllie was appointed to the vacant curacy in St. George’s 
Parish. 


SECURITY. 


16. One hundred and fourteen officers in positions of trust gave 
security during the year, and the sums for which they were liable 
varied from 52/. to 4,U00/., the total amount assured being 23,0281. 
Eighty-five officers, as compared with seventy-six in 1881, gave 
security in the Public Officers’ Guarantee Fund. The remaining 
Officers had prior to the establishment of the fund executed the 
usual security bonds for the sums for which they were answerable. 


PENSIONS, 


17. The Pension List of 1882 ccntained the names of 37 
pensioners, and amounted to 7,830/. 13s. 6d., showing an increase 
of 1617. on that of 1881. One pensioner, Mr, W. C. H. F. 
McClintock, Special Magistrate, with a pension of 350/. per 
annum, was added to the list during the year, and by the death 
of two pensioners a sum of 189/. lapsed. 


Pusiic Orricers’ WipowWs AND Orpuans Funp. 


18. The receipts of the fund—derived from abatements of 4 
per cent. from salaries of 100/. and upwards of all public officers, 
and from interest on monies invested—amounted to 8,115/. 
There were 75 pensioners on the books of the fund on the 31st 
December, and the pensions paid during the year amounted in 
the aggregate to 5,382/. The credit balance of the fund was 
52,3231, 


POPULATION, 


19. The estimated population of the Colony on 31st December, 
1881, was 254,225. The natural increase during 1882, as re- 
presented by the excess of births over deaths, was 654, and the 
increase by excess of immigration over emigration amounted 
to 2,594. The population may therefore be estimated at 257,473 
on 3lst December, 1882. 
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MIsCELLANEOUS RETURNS. 


20. Savings Banks——On the 31st December there were 12,209 
depositors “1 the Government Savings Banks, with deposits 
amounting in the aggregate to 228,235. 15s. 6d. Of the de- 
positors 6,318 were immigrants, with a sum of 142,453. 18s. 3d., 
to their credit. The Creole and other depositors numbered 
5,891, and at their credit there was the sum of 85,7810. 17s. 3d. 

The deposits of the immigrants give an average of 22/. 10s. 92d. 

er depositor, and those of the Creoles and others, an average of 
141. 11s. 23d. 

21, Paupers.—The number of persons who received Poor Law 

relief during the year was 2,630 as against 2,449 in the previous 
ear. 

, 22. Immigration —The number of immigrants introduced during 

the year was 3,949, equivalent to 3,675 statute adults, viz. :— 


Krom Calcutta - - - - 2,9603 
5 Barbadoes - - - 7143 
3,675 


The average cost of each statute adult Indian immigrant was 
18/, lls. 7d. during the season 1881-82, as compared with 
161. 19s. 6d. in the previous season, and 171. 14s. 6d. in the season 
1879-80. 

The cost of the immigrants introduced from Barbados was 
1,2451. 17s. 14d., or an average of 11. 14s. 104d. per statute adult, 
as compared with 3/, 13s. 1id., the cost in 1881, and 21. Os. 7d. 
ia 1880. 

23. Return Immigrants.—The number of immigrants who 
returned to India during the year was 1,109 souls or 1,001 statute 
adults, being, as compared with the number returned in 1881, a 
decrease of 3654 adults. The sums deposited with the Govern- 
ment by these immigrants for remittance to India amounted in 
the aggregate to 18,398. 14s. 8d., and the value of the jewelery 
carried away by them is estimated at 4,216/. 13s. 4d., giving an 
average savings of about 22/. 12s. per adult immigrant. 


EDUCATION. 


24, Queen’s College.—The number of students in this institu- 
tion on 31st December 1882 was 51. Five out of the six students 
who entered as candidates for the Cambridge Local Examination 
were successful. The other student was prevented by illness 
from attending the examination. 

25. Guiana Scholarship.—The first public competitive exami- 
nation of candidates for the “Guiana” scholarship was held in 
May 1882, and resulted in the award of one of the scholarships 


to a senior student of Queen’s College. 
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Buitisk 26. Elementary Schools—Government aid was granted to 183 
Guiana, : 
schools, viz. :— 
Primary schools - - - 161 
Infant schools - 7 - 14 
Mission schools’ - - - 8 
183 


Aid was withdrawn from six schools, and one was closed by its 
manager. ‘Two new schools were added to the list of state-aided 
schools. 

One hundred and seventy-nine schools were inspected, of these 
five failed, and provisional grants were subsequently made to 
them. There were on the registers 22,378 children, whose 
average attendance during the year was 11,710. The number 
present at inspection was 17,208, of whom 11,475 were ex- 
amined. ; 

27. Training Institution. —This institution having failed to 
accomplish the purpose for which it was established was closed 
on the 31st December, after an existence as a Government insti- 
tution of six years, during which period only 40 students had 
gained teachers’ certificates. The average annual cost of the 
institution was about 1,063 ' 

28. School for Vagrant and Youthful Offenders.—There 
were 121 boys in the school on 31st December, as compared witi 
112 in the preceding year. The cost of the institution, including 
salaries of superintendent and subordinate staff, was 2,6072 If 
from that amount be deducted the total receipts from provisions 
sold or supplied to other institutions, viz. : 1,144/., it will be seen 
that the actual cost of the institution was only 1,4632. or 121. per 
inmate, exclusive of the value of labour expended for the benefit 
of the institution. 

Only one death occurred in the institution during the year, and 
the health of the inmates was on the whole very satisfactory. 


IMPORTS AND Exports. 


29. Imports. — The imports of 1882 were valued at 
2,099,632/. 15s., showing an increase of 315,4881 2s. 7d. as 
compared with the imports of the preceding year, and of 
96,9371. Os. 5d. as compared with 1880. 

The following is a comparative statement of the principal] 
articles of food imported into the Colony during the years 1881] 
and 1882 :— : 


Return of the pRiNcIPAL ARTICLES of Foop imported into the CoLtony of Britis GuIANa, during the Years 1881 and 1882. 


Articles. 


Bacon - 
Beef, pickled 
» dried - 
Bread 
Butter 
Cheese 
Coffee 
Cocca = 
Corn and pulse . 
Corn and oatmeal - 
Cattle - 
Fish, dried - 
» mackerel, pickled 
» other sorts, pickled 
» smoked 


Rice - 


Salt - - 
Sugar, refined 
ea - - 


tg 
oO 
SS 
S 
oO 
ba J 
oe ¢ Sircech a8 oe 


ee 2 ae ut © ete fe 


Total 


Quantity. 
- - Ibs. 17,189 
- - bris. 3,533 
° - Ibs. 3,138 
- - 3 2,080,490 
- - as 10,185 
- - aS 217,574 
- - o 498,019 
ti bes ” 771,079 
- - bus. 134,076 
- - Ibs. 2,429,581 
- - no. 
- - qtils. 77,289 
- - bris. 4,833 
= = ” 8,837 
- - Ibs 75,452 
- - bris 132,565 
- - Ibs 295,648 
- - Ss 840,375 
- - s 1,372,590 
- - 26, 
- - bris 14,348 
- - ; 50,863 
- - Ibs 49,380,088 
- - rs 117,355 
: - bris 10,903 
. - Ibs 22,797 


% 57,233 


1881. 


4,516 11 7 


7,900 3 2 
16,421 12 9% 
4,541 % x 


241,048 18 11% 
842 0 7 
2,164 4 9 
328 12 10 
8,515 7 8% 


Increase in 1882. 


Value. 


& 8. d. 


8,007 2 5% 
8 9 45 


900 15 10 
130 17 8 


—_ 


492 8 1 
19,854 11 4 


Decrease in 1882. 


Quantity. 


1,775 


1,151 
347,267 


1,188,957 


3,160 
1,876 


Value. 


£ 8. d. 
189 14 10 


1,743 14 7 


10,435 8 6% 
11,700 14 3 
5,102 10 11 
3,607 17 0% 


9811 


80,846.17 14 
2,422 4 4. 


880 16 7% 
36,089 18 2 
188 5 8} 


1,234 16 5 


a cc a rs a ea | ES EE | LT 


727,885 0 5 


1882. 
Quantity, Value. Quantity. 
£ s. d. 

15,364 661 6 8% _ 
5,028 19,523 5 3% 1,495 
1,987 128 6 5% 7 

1,733,223 19,770 0 — 
737,241 81,609 4 3% 27,056 
259,895 7,858 15 8} 42,321 
275,215 4,187 19 103 _ 
454,387 10,914 17 8 — 
114,796 28,020 19 3 _ 

1,240,624 5,821 8 _ 

7 7,565 18 11 108 

74,129 74,318 1 9 = 
3,007 4,417 19 93 _ 
7,121 X6, 551 18 113 3,284 

74,415 B51 7 7% = 

103,734 126,135 9 8% _ 
860,599 9,764 1 2 64,951 
634,090 18,999 8 5% _ 

1,572,604 6,414 18 2 200,014 

37,957 858 17 2 11,718 

12,811 55,087 11 4 _ 

66,045 20,189 16 5 15,182 

43,964,091 204,959 0 9% _ 

94,487 653 14 10% _ 

13,162 2,433 15 0 2,259 

24,829 "416 14 0 2,082 

48,425 2,280 11 33 — 

= 664,540 5 11 — 


103,991 10 7 
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Rice and Flour.—The falling off in the imports of these 
articles shown in the foregoing statement is attributable to there 
being a surplus stock from large importations in the year pre- 
ceding. 

Cong itis decrease under this head may arise from the ex- 
portation of that article direct from Dutch Guiana to the United 
Kingdom instead of through the ports of this colony. 

Coffee —The falling off in the imports of coffee is not im- 
probably occasioned by the increased cultivation in the Colony of 
that valuable product. 


Fish, dried.—The increase under this head is attributable to 
the higher prices prevailing in 1882. 

The increases to be found against the following items of import 
may fairly be attributed to the prosperity during the year of the 
sugar industry, viz. :— 


£ 
Machinery - - - 155,986 
Coals - - - - 70,364 
Lumber - - - 19,941 
Staves > - - 17,979 
Manure - . - 9,219 


30. Lzports.—The value of the exports was 3,208,6312 4s. lid. 
equal to 12/. 9s. per head of the estimated population. As com- 
pared with the exports of the two preceding years there was an 
increase on 1881 of 611,340l. 2s. 7 4d., and on 1880 of 
591,006/, 12s. 34d. 

The increase is due to increased exportations of the staples and 
manufactures of the Colony—the results of prosperous seasons. 

The following is a comparative statement of the value of 
exports in the years 1881 and 1882 :— 


Comparative Statement of the Value of Exports in the years 188) 
and 1882, showing the Increase or Decrease in 1882 in each 
description of Export. 


Value. Increase Decrease 
Articles, in in 
1881 1882 1881. 1882. 
£8. a. ££ 8d) fa a: Gi Ge, 
Coffee - - - 37 9 7% 82 6 6 1 16 103 ed 
Cocoanuts - - - 2,999 6 8 1,764.18 3 — 1,234 8 0 
Charcoal - - - 5,200 0 0 5,360 5 0 160 5 0 _ 
Corn and pulse - ° 1388 2 6 120 4 2 — 1718 4 
Cattle and live stock - 1,828 9 7 1,465 6 8 _ 363 2 11 
Firewood - . - 115 9 2 21014 7 9 5 5 — 
Glue, fish - - - 2,909 12 8 1,791 3 10 _ 1,118 8 10 
Gum, Balata - - 4,605 9 2 5,813 16 0% 1,208 6 104 _ 

» Other - - 4,762 4 8% 2,744 2 — 2,017 18 6% 
Hides and horns - - 3,029 1 24 2,862 5 7 _ 16615 74 
Molasses. - - - 75,140 0 0 71,3833 6 8 _ 3,806 13 4 

uum - » - 283,722 14 2 298,171 16 2 14,449 2 0 _ 
Shingles - - . 3,548 6 $ 8,127 16 104 _ 415 9 43 
Sugar . - - | 2,019,257 9 2% | 2,585,457 0 74] 666,199 11 5 — 
Timber > . - 4,957 8 104 33,526 11 $ 28,569 2 4} —_ 
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cael cs fo sees Sng ccs ar ce 
“Value. Increase Decrease 
Articles. in n 
1881. 1882! 1881. iste 
2 4 d. £ 8: d. £ 8. d. £8, & 
Machinery i - _ 650 0 0 650 0 0 — 
Bullion, gold - . — 187 10 0 187 10 0 — 
Miscellaneous’ -. - 2,691 4 103 8,279 15 0 570 9 13 = 
Total colonial produce | 2,414,987 8 8 | 8,017,888 8 44] 612,091 10 1 9,140 14 114 
Total foreign produce - 182,353 18 3 190,743 0 9 8,389 7 6 _ : 
Total exports - - | 2,597,291 1 6 | 8,208,681 4 14 620,480 17 7 9,140 14 114 
Net increase, colonial 
produce - -| 602,950 15 1% - = = 
Net increase, foreign 
produce - . - 8,389 7 6 - — =< 


——— | ———. —____ — | a a a 


3,208,631 4 1% | 8,208,681 4 14 - ae 


31. The following statement shows the value and direction of 
the trade of the Colony :— 


—_—_—_—_—_———————— 


Countries,_ Imports. Exports. 
£ £ 
United Kingdom - - - 1,214,256 1,962,429 
United States a ‘ 4 387,882 913,057 
British North America . - 108,052 79,351 
British West Indies - - 86,271 94,449 
Foreign West Iudies - - 12,274 71,952 
Dutch Guiana - - - 40,953 55,972 
Other Foreign Countries - - 79,169 26,295 
Other British Colonies - - 170,775 5,126 
Total - ” 2,099,633 3,208,631 
SHIPPING, 


32. The number of vessels entered and cleared at the two 
ports of the Colony, Georgetown and New Amsterdam, during 
the year were as follows :— 


Entered. Cleared. 
oe Ports. 
No. | Tonnage. | No. | Tonnage. 
Georgetown ~ - - -| 112] 92,908 114 | 94,208 


New Amsterdam - - -| — — 2 1,480 


Total f -| 112{ 92,908 | 116] 95,683 


Steam vessels. 


er 


Georgetown - le 970 
New Amsterdam - - = 61 


224,676 936 | 211,499 
12,426 56 11,466 


———. 


237,102 992 | 222,965 


Total 2 - | 1,031 


Total Steam and Sailing Vessels - | 1,143 


830,010 | 1,108 | 318,648 


Sailing vessels. 
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Goines. As compared with the year preceding there was a very satis- 
ones factory increase in the number of vessels visiting the ports of the 
Colony, as is shown in the following comparative statement :-— 
1881. 1882. Increase. 
— Vessels. 
No. |Tonnage.| No. |Tonnage.| No. |Tonnage. 
~j | Steam Vessels - -| 111 | 84,985 | 112 | 92,908 1] 7,975 
© | Sailing Vessels - - | 860 | 175,667 {1,031 |237,102 | 171 | 61,435 
8 a a | ee es 
a Total - -| 971 | 260,602 | 1,143 '| 330,010 | 172] 69,408 
~j | Steam Vessels - - 110 | 85,060 116 | 95,683 6 | 10,623 
2 | Sailing Vessels - . | 848 {173,919 | 992 |222,965 | 144 | 49,046 
3 rea Gist ae 
5 Total - - | 958 |258,979 | 1,108 |318,648 | 150 | 59,669 
' AGRICULTURE. 


33, Cultivated lands.—The following are the principal heads of 
cultivation :—canes, cocoanuts, plaintains, coffee, cocoa, and rice. 

The total area of land in cultivation and occupied by sugar 
estates, as per acreage returns of 30th June 1882, was 81,689 
acres, of which 79,263 acres were in canes, and the remaining 
2,426 acres in plantains. The area in canes exhibits an increase 
of 1,305 acres over the area in cultivation in 1881. The sugar 
cane is now being extensively cultivated in several villages, as a 
ready sale is obtained for the canes at remunerative prices, and 
it is estimated that the total area now under cultivation by the 
village farmers will yield about 1,000 hhds. of sugar. The 
canes are purchased from the growers and are ground on the 
sugar estates on the usine system, payment being made per ton 
according to the amount of sugar obtained, as indicated by 
polarization of the juice. 

The exports of sugar, rum, and molasses, the products of the 


sugar cane, were as follows :— 


—— | Quantity. | Value. 

Sa i CN et nm aE 
Sugar, hogsheads - - - - 137,891 2,585,457 
Rum, puncheons - - - - - 29,209 298,171 
Molasses, casks - - : - 17,120 71,333 
—_ 2,954,961 


There are no statistics of the entire area of land in cultivation 
throughout the Colony, the acreage returns having reference only 
to sugar estates. 

Cocoanuts are cultivated chiefly in the Mahaicony district. 
The exports during the year were 529,474 cocoanuts, valued at 
1,764. 

Coffee is grown chiefly in the county of Berbice and on Canal 
1 in the county of Demerara. It is considered to be of very 
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fine quality and at one time formed one of the principal articles 
of export from the Colony. It is now not even produced in 
sufficient quantities for home consumption. The exports in 
1832, half a century ago, were 3,674,985 lbs., valued at 
151,7352. In 1882 the exports were 1,591 lbs., valued at 391, 
and the imports from other places amounted to 275,215 lbs., 
valued at 4,1372. 

Cocoa though indigenous to the Colony has never formed an 
important article of export. The high prices for this product 
recently prevailing has now given an impetus to its cultivation, 
and cocoa plants have been put in on some estates in the vicinity 
of Georgetown. It is estimated that there are about 365 acres 
in young plants in the No. 1 canal district. 

Rice-—Many parts of the Colony are peculiarly suited to the 
production of rice, and the attempts that have heretofore been 
made in this direction have only failed because of the inadequacy 
of the labour supply of the Colony. In recent years rice has 
however been increasingly cultivated by East Indian immigrants 
who have served out their terms of indenture on the sugar 
estates. 

34. Uncultivated Lands.—There were 62,617 acres of empol- 
dered but uncultivated lands in the occupation of sugar estates. 
Until the boundaries of the Colony are defined, the total area of 
uncultivated lands cannot be even approximately ascertained. 

35. Rate of Wages—The wages of labourers on the sugar 
estates vary from 1s. per diem paid to weeders to 3s. 4d. per diem 
paid to cane cutters. The immigrants on the estates are provided 
with dwellings and hospital accommodation, and industrious 
labourers are able to amass considerable sums of money, as is testi- 
fied by their deposits in the Government Savings’ bank and by their 
remittances to India. 

36. Improvements in Agriculture and Manufacture.—Con- 
siderable improvement has been made in recent years in the 
drainage and irrigation of land under cultivation on sugar 
estates, and also in the manufacture of sugar. The tendency 
amongst sugar planters is to establish central factories for the 
crops of as many even as four sugar estates, and from 2,000 to 
6,000 hhds., are now the output of such factories. A movement 
is on foot for the erection of small sugar mills in certain villages 
to be driven by both wind power and steam. 

The value of the machinery imported into the colony during 
the years 1880, 1881, and 1882 was as follows :— 


= 
1880 - . - . - 56,545 
tt) ‘ 4 » - 50,476 
1882 - : : - 155,986 


The large increase in 1882 is chiefly due to the importation of 
new plants of machinery for sugar estates. 
Grants oF LAnNp. 


37. Eight licenses of occupancy and forty-two woodcutting 
eenses were issued dur ing the year for an area of 13,108 acres, 
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an increase of 1,940 acres as compared with the area granted in 
1881. Twelve of the licenses were for grants of 100 acres and 
under, thirty-five for tracts of above 100 acres and not exceeding 
500 acres, and three for tracts of more than 500 acres each. 

There was an increase of 19 woodcutting licenses, as com- 
pared with the number issued in 1881. The timber exported 
amounted to 536,425 cubic feet, which at the average price of 
Is. 3d. per cubic foot represents a value of 33,526/., as compared 
with an export in 1881 of 118,313 cubic feet priced at 104d. per 
cubic foot, and representing a value of 4,957/, The increase in 
the price is partly attributable to the demand in 1882 for green- 
heart of superior size and quality, and it would appear also that 
the exports of timber in 1881 were undervalued. 


CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 


38. Police Reports.—-The number of offences reported to the 
police or to the magistrates was 13,005, a decrease of 512 com- 
pared with the number reported in 1881. 

39. Apprehensions and Summonses.—The manner in which 
the cases brought before the magistrates’ courts in 1881 and 
1882, were disposed of was as follows :.— 


— | 1881. | 1882. 

£ £ 
Convicted - - - - - 13,065 13,694 
Discharged - - - - 8,778 10,796 
Acquitted - - - = - 5,027 4,806 
Sent on to Higher Courts - - - 326 215 
Total - z, - a 27,196 29,511 


40. Convictions—The total number of summary convictions 
in the magistrates’ courts was 13,694 as compared with 13,065 
in the preceding year. The number of convictions for offences 
against the person was lower than in any year in the last decade, 
and was, as compared with 1881, at the rate of 25°35 per cent. 
against 31°35 per cent. of the total convictions. There was an 
increase of 2°70 per cent. in 1882 in the convictions for offences 
under the Masters’ and Servants’ Acts. 

The punishments inflicted in the magistrates’ courts in 1881 
and 1882 are shown in the following comparative statement :— 


Punishment. 1881. 1882. 
Fine - ~ - - - - 51°16 55°07 
Peremptory Imprisonment - 5 - 26°20 24° 52 
Imprisonment in lieu of fine or surety - 20°40 18°22 
Whipping - - - - - *88 *70 


Bound over with or without sureties - 1°36 1°49 
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In the folluwing table is shown the summary convictions and 
the convictions in the superior courts in each year since 1872, 
and the percentage of such convictions to the population :— 


Summary convictions. Convictions in superior 


courts. 
i] 
g s 
* 4 ‘ 2 
5 > g 4 
a : ar x bis 
F 3. Ae a ae 
B o ° cP) o 2 Q 
@ | 2] . | 58 S| | Be 
3 % m1 er ts: a a . 
ea) 8 (asi 4 g|Ba| ¢ 
no] sa 
3 & E oe 8 &| 28) 3 $ | § 
=~ | 38 8 3 ge| % s |3 
a | 2 | 2 |set 2 Ry Beha ii oe fe 
g/ e]eleleele| ge leleslei2) 2 18 
$ 2 | 8 |} as) 3 5 Pa E ae| iis g 3 
> es SO | m 16 5 r= fo) ro) o |e o | 
1872 - |;199,360 |3,826 | 80] 911 | 7,618] 12,480] 120|—]| 184] 84] 288] 12,718 | 6°3 
1873 - |205,229 |5,976 | 156 | 1,176 |10,726| 18,034] 104]— | 137] 68] 3804] 183988] 8°9 
1874 - |211,098 |5,082 | 140 |1,852 |16,555| 23,629] 114| 3| 182] 30] 829] 28,958 | 11°3 
1875 - {216,908 |7,379 | 268 |2,001 |13,115| 22,763} 1138|—]| 188] 28{ 279] 28,042 | 10°6 
1976 - |229,686 |6,128 | 98 |1,802 |10,026| 17,549] 81|—]| 148| 28] 257] 17,806] 7°9 
1877 - | 298,705 |7,368 | 135 |1,650 | 8,977| 18,130] 104|—J| 148] 49] 801] 18,481] 8°0 
1878 - | 234,574 |5,219 | 149 |1,675 | 8,688] 15,781} 104|— | 185] 45] 284] 16,015] 6°8 
1879 - | 240,448 |4,828 | 189 |1,525 | 7,887| 13,929] 110|—| 249] 44] 403 | 14,882] 5°5 
1880 - |246,812 {3,872 | 428 |1,815 | 8244] 13,954] 121|—]| 186] 14] 821 | 14,175] 5°7 


1881 - | 254,225 [4,097 | 271 | 1,244 | 7,458) 18,065 84] 1 | 185 18 | 283 | 13,398 52 


1882 - | 257,478 |8,472 | 106 |1,128 | 8,988) 18,604 61) — 83 18} 152] 18,846 | 5°3 


GAOLS AND PRISONERS. 


41, The total number of prisoners committed was 6,170, showing 
a decrease on the preceding year of 729 prisoners. The number 
committed for the purposes of penal imprisonment exhibits a 
decrease of 725, the commitments in 1882 being 4,626 as against 
5,351 in 1881. 646 persons were committed for safety till trial 
or for want of security, and 5 for debt. 934 (748 males, 148 
females and 38 juveniles) or 15 per cent. of the prisoners had 
been previously convicted, 736 or 11°9 per cent. once, 128 or 2 
per cent. twice, and 70 or 1-1 per cent. three times or more. The 


daily average number in prison was 820 as compared with 980 in’ 


1881. 


There were 2,953 admissions to the prison hospitals, and 16 
cases of sickness resulted fatally, as compared with 1,716 ad- 
missions and 30 deaths in 1881. The daily average on the sick 
list was 34 as compared with 54 in 1881. Six executions took 
place during the year. On 9 occasions compared with 23 in 
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1881, whipping was inflicted for offences within the prison walls. 
The total number of punishments inflicted was 3,920 as against 
3,600 in 1881. 


HOSsPrira.s. 


42, Admissions.—There were 394 patients in the public hospital 
at Georgetown at the commencement of the year. ‘The number 
of patients admitted for treatment during the year was 6,126, as 
compared with 5,481 in the preceding year. 

The admissions of patients to the public hospital at New 
Amsterdam were 1,248, as compared with 1,423 in 1881. There 
were 96 patients in hospital at the commencement of the year. 

43. Out Patients—11,291 out patients were treated at the 
public hospital in Georgetown, and 5,024 at the hospital in New 
Amsterdam. 

44, Discharges.—The number of patients discharged was as 
follows :— 


— Georgetown. New Amsterdam. 
Cured - - - - - | 8,720 or 57 percent.) 546 or 44 per cent. 
Relieved = - - - - | 1,812 or 20 ¥ 812 or 25 - 
Not improved - - - - | 289o0r 4 we 80 or 6 35 


5,321 or 81 per cent.| 938 or 75 per cent. 


45. Deaths,—There were 820 deaths in the hospital at George- 
town as compared with 897 in 1881. -Ninety-eight cases were 
moribund on admission, and deducting these the mortality was 
at the rate of 11°76 per cent. of the cases treated as compared 
with 14°57 per cent. in 1881 and 13°83 per cent. in 1880. 


In the New Amsterdam hospital there were 160 deaths, giving 
a death rate of 12°82* on the number of cases treated, as 
compared with the death rate in 1881 of 11°31 and in 1880 
of 12°38. 


46. Diseases.——The principal kinds of diseases treated at the 
Georgetown hospital were :— Ulcers, 690 cases; intermittent 
fever, 620; rheumatism, 389; phthisis, 305; diarrhoea, 254; 
syphilis 242; debility, 235; ancemia, 218; abscess, 169; and 
dropsy, 150. 


* It has since been ascertained that eight deaths (five males and three females) 
were returned in excess of the actual number. If these be deducted the death rate 
would then be 12°17 per cent. of the cases treated. 
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The following is a comparative table of the diseases treated 
at the two public hospitals, and of the deaths from such diseases 
for the years 1881 and 1882 :— 


Georgetown. New Amsterdam. 
Diseases. 1881. 1882. 1881. 1882. 


Cases. [Deaths. Cases. |Deaths. Cases. [Deaths. Cases. | Deaths. 


“ymotic - - -| 1,877 274 2,116 226 585 52 165 30 
Constitutional - - 603 276 607 273 269 57 3381 36 
Local - - -| 2,082 205 2,455 178 563 76 700 89 
Developmental - - 634 118 603 135 rf 1 10 1 
Accidents - - - 285 24 345 13 49 1 42 4 
Total - - 5,481 897* 6,126 820+ 1,423 187f 1,248 160 

a a eo ne ee a ee |e a 
97 moribund on admission. + 98 moribund on admission. { 26 moribund on admission. 


Lunatic AsyLum. 


47. Admissions—There were 359 patients in this institution 
at the commencement of the year. The admissions were 94, 
(55 males and 39 females). The daily average number in the 
asylum was 370 as against 345 in 1881. 

48. Discharges.—Thirty-nine inmates, 26 males and 13 females, 
were discharged as cured, and one male left unimproved. 

49. Deaths.— There were 32 deaths in the institution. In 
14 instances the deceased suffered from Bright’s disease, and in 
five of those instances that disease was the immediate cause of 
death. There was one case of suicide by hanging. 

The percentage of deaths on the average number was 8.6, and on 
the whole number of patients treated 7 per cent. The correspond- 
ing figures for the preceding year are respectively 10-7 and 8°65, 

50. Form of Mental disorders—The cases in the asylum at the 
close of the year were classified as follows :— 


Quiet, chronic, and convalescent - - 62 per cent. 
Maniacal - - - - 26 ‘ 
Idiotic, paralytic, and epileptic - - 9 
Melancholy, acute - - - 3 


LerperR ASYLUMS. 


51. Asylum for Females.—The new asylum for females at 
Gorchum in the Mahaica district was completed in January 1882, 
and the female lepers, who since their removal in 1879 from the 
Mahaica asylum had been located at the public hospital, George- 
town, were immediately transferred to the Gorchum asylum. 
The asylum consists of six one-storey buildings 48 feet long by 
18 feet wide, raised on pillars seven feet high. The gross super- 
ficial area is 5,184 square feet, and contains 46,656 cubic feet air 
space; 1,200 cubic feet is the average amount of cubic space 
allowed for each inmate. The asylum is under the supervision 


BririsH 
GUIANA. 


691 


692 


Brivisu 
GUIANA. 


190 PAPERS RELATING TO 


and control of Dr. J. D. Hillis, the medical superintendent of the 
asylum for males at Mahaica. 

52. Admissions, &c.—The following table shows the admissions 
to the asylums and results for the last two years :— 


Males. Females.. 
= Mahaica. Kaow Island. Gorchum. 
1881. | 1882. 1881. | 1882. 1881. 1882. 
No. of inmates on 1st January - 130 45 50 - _- 
Admitted - : . - 74 14 1 — 71 
Results. 
Discharged : - - 1 _ 1 _ 2 
Removed to another asylum - 11 i = _ 2 
Returned to India - - 12 - _ — _ 
Absconded - - - - 18 4 1 _ 6 
Died - - - - 31 5 2 Les 13 
No.of inmates on 81st December 181 50 47 _ 46 


ConcLUDING REMARKS. 


53. The epidemic of yellow fever which had assailed the Colony 
during the latter half of the preceding year gradually died away 
during the early months of 1882. A fresh outbreak of the fever 
occurred in July amongst the ships loading with wood in Macouria 
creek, Essequebo river, but owing to the prompt and stringent 
measures of precaution adopted, the disease was prevented from 
spreading. In other respects the general health of the Colony 
during the year was good. The mean temperature as ascertained 
by private observations in Georgetown was 80°20, and the mean 
monthly rainfall in Georgetown was 7°77 inches. 

No serious breaches of the peace occurred, and the criminal 
statistics for the year exhibit a satisfactory decrease in crimes of 
violence. 

‘The sugar crop of 1882 is the largest on record in the annals 
of the Colony, and the extended area of cultivated lands indicates 
progress in agriculture. 

There was a marked improvement in the trade and finances of 
the Colony, eviuced by the large increase in the value of the 
imports and exports, and by the reduction during the year of the 
public debt. 

Contrasting the general results of the year under review with 
those of the previous year it will be seen that the Colony has 
enjoyed a year of remarkable prosperity. 

(Signed)  F. W. Coxtier, 
Acting Assistant Government Secretary. 

Government Secretary’s Office, 

12th May 1883. 
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TRINIDAD. 


No. 18. 


Governor Sir S. Freexine, K.C.M.G., to the Right Hon. the 
Earu or DEREY. 


My Lorp, ‘Trinidad, July 10, 1883. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit certified copies of the Blue 
Book of Trinidad for the year 1882, which has only been received 
this day from the printer, together with a short report thereon. 


I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) S. FREELING, 
The Earl of Derby, Governor. 
&e, &e. 


Taxes and Duties. 


1. No additional taxation was imposed during the year; the 
rates of export duty imposed by Ordinance No. 18 of 1881 for 
raising funds in aid of immigration being lower than in either of 
the two previous years. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


2. The revenue for the year, exclusive of Public Works Suspense 
Accounts, amounted to 437,383/., or 3,149/. in excess of that for 
the year 1881. The expenditure was 441,193/, as against 
446,195/. in 1881. The balance to the credit of the Colony on 
the 3lst December 1882 was 49,823/., but in this sum are 
included sums of 4,139/. and 17,0122, advanced: on account of the 
Police Superannuation Fund and the construction of the San 
Fernando waterworks respectively, with regard to which it is 
doubtful as to how far repayment can be expected. In the 
general revenue and expenditure of this Colony are included all 
sums raised and expended on account of local taxation and expen- 


diture, with the exception of those pertaining to the boroughs of 


Port of Spain and San Fernaiido, as well as the revenue and 
expenditure raised for immigration purposes. 


Local Revenues, 


3. The revenue of the boriugh of Port of Spain amounted to 
21,5771. as against 19,806/. in the year 1881. The receipts, 
however, of the year 1881 were swollen by receipts from deben- 
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Tximpav. tures issued on account of the Gutter Improvement Loan, to the 
—s extent of 4,300/., while those for the year 1882 were increased by 
a balance brought forward from the 31st August 1881 of 6,317J. 
The expenditure for the year amounted to 18,399/. as against 
15,4751 in 1881. 

4, The revenue of the borough of San Fernando was 4,214. 
as compared with 3,377/. in 1881, and the expenditure 3,873/. as 

against 3,471/. in 1881. 


Public Debt. 


5. The public debt of the Colony at the close of the year 
amounted to 591,760, debentures to the extent of 100,000/. having 
been issued under Ordinance No. 1 of 1882 for the completion of 
the San Fernando extension of the railway and the construction of 
the Guaracara line. The whole of this debt, with the exception of 
some 6,400/., has been incurred for railway construction. Rail- 
way debentures to the extent of 14,640/. have already been 
redeemed. 


Public Works. 


6. The ordinary expenditure upon public works amounted to 
83,9221, which may be classified under the following heads, viz. :— 


£ 

Maintenance of main and local roads 40,470 
Road extension and improvement - 5,453 
Repairs, alterations, and additions to 

buildings - - - 15,915 
New buildings - - -. 13,372 
Miscellaneous,such as fencingGovern- 

ment property, tramways, wharves, 

sewerage, &c.  - - - 8,710 


7. The boys’ and girls’ model schools, the new wing of the 
Royal gaol, and the new coolie depot, were the most important 
buildings completed during the year but the Couva police station ; 
and the magistrate’s house at Cedros were in course of construc- 


tion. 
Railways. 


8. The extension of the Government railway from Claxton’s 
Bay to San Fernando, a distance of 53 miles, was opened on the 
17th April. Notwithstanding a reduction of rates, both as 
regards passenger and goods traffic, the receipts under the former 
head show an increase of 5,211/., and under the latter of 2,097/. 
The lines have yielded a net return to the capital expended upon 
them of abont two per cent., but as the interest paid on that 
capital amounts to five and four per cent., they are being worked 
a, present at a loss although with the developmeit of the country 
by their agency there seems reasonable prospect of this loss 
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becoming yearly less. The working expenses were 3s. 9d. per 
train mile, the gross receipts were 995/. and the expenses 745/. 
per mile. 


Legislation. 


9. Seventeen Ordinances were passed during the year, viz :— 

No. 1.—To authorise the raising of a loan of 120,000/. for the 
completion of the San Fernando Extension Railway and the con- 
struction of the Guaracara Railway. 

No, 2.—To amend the Law as to Merchant Shipping. 

No. 3.—To amend the Law relating to certain Duties of 
Customs. 

No. 4.—To consolidate and amend the Law relating to Savings 
Banks. 

No. 5.—To restrict the introduction of Paupers likely to be- 
come chargeable to the Colony. 

No. 6.—For repealing certain Ordinances which have ceased 
to be in force or have become unnecessary. 

No. 7.—To ratify and confirm the Supplemental Estimates for 
the service of the year 1881, and the issue of certain moneys paid 
for the service of the Government of the Colony during the same 
year. 

No. 8.—-To enable Joseph Brown Payne to lay down, work, 
and maintain Tramways in the Borough of Port of Spain. 

No. 9.—For regulating the Festivals of Immigrants. 

No. 10.—To authorise the Mayor and Burgesses of Port of 
Spain to maintain a Market on the extended Wharf. 

No. 11.—to amend the Ordinance No. 17 of 1881, intituled 
*“ An Ordinance to make provision for defraying the expenses of 
“ the Government of this Colony for the year 1882.” 

No. 12.—For the punishment of certaiu Offences in relation to 
Railways and Telegraphs, and for other purposes. 

No. 13.—To make provision for defraying the expenses of the 
Government of this Colony for the year 1883. 

No. 14.—For raising Funds in aid of Immigration for the 
year 1883. 

No. 15.—To amend “ The Savings Banks Ordinance, 1882.” 

No. 16.— For the regulation of the Queen’s Park. 

No. 17.—To amend the Law enabling Joseph Brown Payne to 
lay down and maintain Tramways in Port of Spain. 

10. Under Ordinance No. 4 greater facilities are offered to 
depositors in the Government Savings Bank. The prohibition 
which existed against depositing more than 30/. in any one year 
is removed, the limit to deposits bearing interest being enlarged at 
the same time from 100/. to 200/.,, and a branch bank system has 
been extended to those of the country districts, the importance 
and population of which warranted such extension. 

11. Onder Ordinance No. 8 a system of tramways, which are 
now in course of construction, will be afforded to Port of Spain 
and its suburbs by means of private enterprise. None of the other 
Ordinances seem to call for special notice. 
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TRINIDAD. 12. The only important proclamation of the year was one of the 
aia 17th June, prohibiting the exportation of arms and munitiuns of 
war to Venezuela, which was issued under instructions from Her 

Majesty’s Government. 


Councils and Assemblies. 


13. Major Logan, 1st battalion, Royal Scots, succeeded Major 
Brain in command of the troops, and consequently became, ex 
officio, a member of the Executive Council. Mr. Garcia was 
appointed to the seat in the Legislative Council, vacant by the 
death of Mr. Cleaver, and Mr. G. T. Fenwick was appointed to a 
temporary seat in the same body during the absence on leave of 


Mr, A. P. Marryat. 


Civil Establishment. 


14. I proceeded to England on two months’ leave of absence on 
the 27th June, the Government being meanwhile administered 
by Mr. Scott Bushe, the Colonial Secretary. 

15. The following new appointments were made in the Civil 
Establishment :— 

Mr. H. W. Chantrell was appointed Auditor General in the 
place of Mr. Reinecker, deceased; Messrs. Wolseley, Bennett, 
Read, Gravely, and Seccombe were appointed to vacancies in the 
medical staff; Messrs. Brooke-Hill and Robins were appointed 
first and second Assistant Engineers respectively in the Public 
Works Department, and Mr. A. Child was appointed Stipendiary 
Justice of the Peace for Victoria County. 


Pensions. 


16. The pension list was increased by new pensions to the 
extent of 71/, and was relieved by 481/. through deaths. 


Education. 


17. In coneluding his report for the year 1881-82, the Inspector 
of Schools sums up “ by describing: the general progress of educa- 
“tion in Trinidad as satisfactory.” As compared with former 
years the educational statistics stand as follows :— 


‘diol a hcle Sehelars: i isis 
Mi | 
1868 - - ja - 35 2,836 1,333 
1878 = - “ - 86 6,290 4,238 
1880 - - - - 100 8,424 5,419 
1881s > - - 100 8,060 5,541 


Six months to 30th June 1882 - 104 9,128 5,977 
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Of these schools 56 are Government schools, with an average 
attendance of 2,839, and 48 are assisted schools, with an average 
attendance of 3,138. The total expenditure upon primary and 
second-grade schools in the Colony was 13,6351, and the fees 
obtained as reimbursements from Government schools amounted 
to 2,1062 The total expenditure upon education amounted to 
19,8997. In the first-grade schools the ayerage attendance at the 
Queen’s Royal College was 64, and that at the College of the 
Immaculate Conception was 139. Six boys took second-class 
honours in the Cambridge local examinations, two of whom obtained 
exhibitions of 150/. per annum, each tenable for three years 
at an English university ; and a third an exhibition of 50/. per 
annum, tenable in the Colony. 

18. Subjoined are the general remarks of the examiner ap- 
pointed by the Syndicate of the Cambridge local examinations 
as to the results of the working of the Queen’s Royal College 
and the College of the Immaculate Conception during the year : 

“J have to express my entire satisfaction with the quality and 
general standard of knowledge evinced by the pupils of these 
colleges in the various branches of study embraced by my papers. 
There were very few failures in any subject, and although the 
work was, of course, elementary in character, it is evident that the 
methods of instruction are sound and efficient. 

“The teachers of each college must be zealous and capable, 
and I should say that the Island enjoys great educational advant- 
ages in possessing two schools in such good working order.” 


Imports and Exports. 


19. The following tables show the course of trade during the 
past three years, the total value of the imports and exports, and 
the value, exclusive of bullion and specie :— 


Imports. 
et cia et aire re cere alia epee a 
— | 1880. | 1881. | 1882. 
£ £ £ 
United Kingdom - - 830,799 828,443 808,371 
British Colonies - - 285,814 229,211 234,322 
Foreign Countries - - 1,266,019 1,168,120 1,357,100 
ae SSE oe eee See LEE A ee ae en ed ae 
Exports. 
ee. | 1880. ; | 1881. | 1882. 
$$ 
£ - & £ 
United Kingdom - - 1,163,791 995,924 1,076,456 
British Colonies - - 77,621 112,016 137,627 
Foreign Countries - - 944,099 991,160 1,237,948 


—------ oo --—-——-—_oOvm99n9c_._ ss ees 
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TRINIDAD. Value of Trade (exclusive of Bullion and Specie). 
Year. Imports. Exports. 
£ £ 
les0, . - - : 1,880,448 1,630,295 
1881 - : : 1,615,088 1,452,751 
1882 - . . 1,612,563 1,729,420 


Venezuela, the United States of America, and France are the 
States with which the principal foreign trade of the Colony is 


carried on. 


There has been a steady increase in the value of 


the exports to these three countries during the past three years, 
with the exception of Venezuela, with which the value of the 
export trade (that is, a transit trade in goods not the produce of 
the Colony), after increasing largely during the years 1879 and 
1880, fell off by the amount of 119,090/. in the year 1882, a result 
attributable to the imposition by the Venezuelan Government of 
a differential duty of 30 per cent. ad valorem on goods imported 


from foreign Colonies in the West Indies : 


20. From the annexed table it will be seen that the exports 
of the staple products of the Colony compare very favourably 


with those of the two preceding years :— 


1880. 1881. 
Description. 
Amount. | Value. Amount. | Value. 
£ £ 
Sugar - - tons 53,884 858,081 608 668,153 
Cocoa - - Ibs. | 10,999,885 802,358 10,809,796 266,613 
Coffee - - oy 35,130 1,089 870 1,175 
Molasses - galls. 1,509,226 44,357 1,417,550 46,908 
Rum - a ocge 8,793 2,510 935 1038 
Asphalt - tons 22,926 25,213 26,605 29,271 
Coconuts = - 4,227,276 14,192 6,644,218 20,924 
Bitters - galls. 23,614 23,702 28,708 28,708 
Shipping. 


1882. 
Amount. | Value. 
& 

55,326 875,269 
10,972,687 316,736 
38,204 941 
2,067,859 76,235 
390! 264 
80,760 36,705 
8,071,435 29,825 


30,638 30,633 


21. The following table shows the number of ships, the tonnage, 
and proportion of steam to sailing vessels engaged in the trade of 
the Colony. It will be seen that while the general tonnage has 
increased, the sailing tonnage is decreasing and being replaced 


by steamers :— 


ENTERED. 


ae Tonnage of Vessels.| No. of Vessels. 


Tonnage of Vessels. 


CLEARED. 


No. of Vessels. 


1881, | 1882. 


1881. 1882. 1881. | 1882. 1881. 1882. 
Sailing -]| 133,590 | 183,740 1,977 2,182 140,018 | 180,934 1,976 2,141 
Steam -| 280,486 | 287,917 245 248 279,785 | 287,372 244, 247 
Total -| 414,076 | 421,657 2,222 2,430 419,803 | 418,806 2,220 2,388 
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Population. 


22. The registered births numbered 5,403, the marriages 632, 
and the deaths 4,250; compared with 5,389, 559, and 5,006, in 
the year 1881. It is difficult to arrive at an exact estimate of 
the population, owing to the large immigration which is continually 
taking place between Trinidad, the adjacent Islands, and the 
mainland of South America; but, taking the population at not 
less than 157,628 inhabitants, the birth-rate was 34°28 per 
thousand, and the death-rate 26°97 per thousand. 


Grants of Land. 


23. 'The area of the Colony, approximating 1,120,000 acres, 
337,203 of which have been alienated from the Crown, there still 
remain 782,797 acres undisposed of. The extent of acres sold in 
1882 was 3,126, as against 7,479 acres in 1881. During the last 
12 years some 93,680 acres of Crown lands have been sold. 

24, An improvement in the administration of Crown lands was 
effected during the year by the transfer of the control of the 
Survey Office from the Director of Public Works to the direct 
supervision of the Sub-Intendant of Crown lands acting under 
the instructions of the Governor as Intendant. 

25. The Land Charges Ordinance, 1879—under which public 
land charges, if unpaid at the expiration of 30 days, three months, 
or six months, become subject to increase at rates of 25°50 and 
75 per cent. respectively, and by the provisions of which the land 
for which such charges are due becomes forfeited to the Crown 
if they remain in arrear for two full years—came into operation 
for the first time during 1882. The amount of land charges thus 
collected by the Crown lands office was 462/., including per- 
centage, 56 re-grants of forfeited land being made, and only 10 
parcels sold under forfeiture. 


Gaols and Prisoners. 


26. The average daily number of prisoners in the gaols of the 
Island during the year was 562 as against 534 in 1881. The 
gross cost of the prison expenditure, including salaries, was 
10,532/., and the net cost of each prisoner was 34d. 


Criminal Statistics. 


27. The general crime rate, or the ratio to 10,000 of the 
population of the number of convictions in the Supreme Court 
was 7°7 as against 6°4 in each of the two preceeding years. 
‘here were 123 convictions in the Supreme Court, and 9,404 
summary convictions in the magisterial courts, as against 99 and 
8,962 in 1881. There were six convictions for murder as against 
ninein 1881. Out of the total of 15 murder cases for the two years 
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9 were those of wife murder. The offences under the labour 
laws exceeded those for the year 1881 by 1,122. The statistics 
in the inferior courts show a decrease under every head save 
those of predial larceny and breaches of the labour laws, which 
exceeded those for 1881 by 12 and 1,222 respectively. 


General Remarks. 


28. The public health was good during the year. The good 
crops and prices obtainable must have conduced to the general 
prosperity, the effects of which should be apparent in the revenue 
for the year 1883. ‘The progress of the Colony continues steadily 
and surely ; how great that progress has been may be measured 
by a comparison of the value of the trade for the year under 
review with the value in the year 1851. In the year 1851 the 
total value of the trade was 938,480/.; in the year 1882 it 
amounted to 4,851,826/. The value of sugar exported has been 
nearly trebled, and the value of the cocoa exported has been 
doubled. Looking to the large amount of Crown lands which 
have been sold during the last 10 years, and are being brought 
into cultivation, as well as to the steady increase in the coconut 
and asphalt trade, future progress equal to that of the past may, 
humanly speaking, be assumed to be secured. 

S. FREELING, 
(Signed) Governor. 


BAHAMAS. 


No. 19. 


Governor Sir C. C. Luzs, K.C.M.G., to the Right Hon, the 
Earu OF DERBY. 


Government House, Nassau, 
My Lorp, August 3, 1883. 
I wAvE the honour to transmit to your Lordship the Blue 
Book for the year 1882, together with a report thereon which 
has been handed to me by Mr. Taylor, the Colonial Secretary. 
I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) C. C. LrExs, 
The Earl of Derby, Governor. 
&e. &e. 
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Report dn the BLuE Boox of the Banamas for the year 
1882. 


Taxes and Finance. 


The financial condition of the Colony was most satisfactory. 

The receipts at the Public Treasury from the 1st January 1882 
to 3lst December 1882 amounted to 46,085/. 10s. 3d., which, with 
the balance in the chest on the Ist of January of 2697. 4s. 10d., 
gave a total of 46,3547. 15s. ld. The disbursements, which 
include the payment of the outstanding liabilities for the year 
1881, of 5397. 18s. 5d. amounted to 43,5227. 3s. 3d., leaving a 
balance at the close of the year of 2,832/. 11s. 10d. 

The liabilities on the 3lst December were 5427. 5s. 2d., which 
being deducted from the sum that remained in the Treasury, a 
balance of 2,290/. 6s. 8d. remained to the credit of the Colony. 


Public Debt. 


The public debt of the Colony on the 31st December 1882 
amounted to 67,694/. 12s. of which 55,8331. 0s. 2d. is in de- 
bentures bearing interest at 6, 5, and 44 per cent. and 
11,8617. 11s. 10d. balance to the Widows and Orphans’ Fund. 

Under the authority of the Act 43 Vict. cap. 7, debentures of 
the value of 5002. were redeemed, and other debentures of the 
value of 1,503/. 13s. were also redeemed under the authority of 
the Act 13 Vict., cap. 6, making a total of 2,003/. 13s. paid towards 
the extinction of the public debt. 


Imports and Exports. 


The value of the imports and exports was respectively 216,5751. 
and 161,3092 

Compared with 1881, an increase is shown in the imports of 
48,1951. 

Much of this excess was due to the large quantities of goods 
adventitiously brought into the Colony by the wreck of the British 
s.s. “ Blenheim” off the Eleuthera shore, and the stranding of 
the British s.s. “ Athos” of the Atlas line at Inagua, and it was 
feared that such a glut of provisionsand dry goods would diminish 
the importations from the United States and affect the revenue 
for 1883 from these sources. 

The value of native produce exported in 1882 was 124,440, 
against 90,1292. in 1881. 

This large increase of production was in pineapples, green and 
canned, cotton, sponges principally, being valued at 28,6811, 
tomatoes, bananas, and cave earth, and guano. 


Public Health and Temperature. 


The Board of Health report that excellent health had prevailed 
throughout the Island of New Providence during the past year, 
that there had been no appearance of any contagious or infectious 
disease and a singular absence of the ordinary endemic affections 
common to the climate. 
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The registrar’s retarn of births and deaths shows as follows :— 


Births. | March. | June. |September.|December.| Total. 
a eh 
New Providence - 88 70 93 89 840 
Out-islands - - 178 806 305 372 1,161 
266 376 398 461 1,501 


ge a ene eee a) Fe re ema 


Deaths. | March. | June. |September.|December.| Total. 
een ee Sk See ae eee ee ee 
City of Nassau - 8 3 4 3 17 
St. Agnes District - 30 29 29 19 107 
Western District - 4 4 3 5 16 
Kastern District - 33 28 34 36 131 
St. Anne’s Parish - 6 6 5 10 27 
Carmichael - ~ —- _ 2 — 2 

81 70 (ht 73 800 
Out-islands - - 115 118 133 118 484 
Total - 196 188 210 191 784 


Sa a a a 


Taking the population at 43,521, the rate of births to population 
is 34°48 per 1,000, and of deaths 18°03. 

The mortality for 1881 was 819. 

A disease of a formidable character made its appearance among 
the horses at San Salvador and Long Island in the latter part of 
the year ; the affection was that known as cerebro spinal meningitis, 
destroying within a short time 300 horses and mules; no remedy 
had been found. During the same period a horse disease broke 
out in Oskaloosa, State of Iowa, United States of America, which 
in its symptoms was identical with that which visited San Salvador 
and Long Island. 

This disease disappeared as suddenly as it broke out? No cause 
has yet been assigned for the outbreak; great drought had pre- 
ceded the attack. . 

Through the kindness of the United States Consul, Honourable 
T. J. McLain, the method of cure adopted at Oskaloosa was made 
known to the authorities at New Providence. The Board of 
Health advised, and a medical officer was sent up to examine and 
report. A farrier who had a knowledge of the veterinary art was 
also despatched to the Island to administer the treatment pre- 
scribed by the Board of Health. 

Four seizures had been made under the Act passed in 1881 to 
authorise the seizure and destruction of diseased and unwholesome 
articles of food, the articles so seized having been condemned and 
destroyed. 

One hundred and seventy-four successful vaccinations have been 
performed in the Island of New Providence by the public 
vaccinator during the year, and supplies of lymph forwarded to 
the various out-islands of the Colony. | 
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Continued vigilance had been exercised in the discovery and 


removal of causes tending to prejudice the public health. 
Quarantine regulations have been rigidly enforced. 


METEOROLOGICAL TABLE for 1882. 


Temperature. Rainfall. 
Month, Max. | Min. | Max. Max. 
in’ | in” | in” | Mean | Rein. | No: of |Pairin | Date. 
Shade | Shade |Sun (24 957, | fall. | 2 Yl} 94 
at9a.m./at9a.m.| hours), | % P-™- YS- | hours 
inches. 

January ~- - - 78°0 66°0 | 141°2 75° 0°71 7 0°24 25 
February - - - 79°0 66°5 | 144°8 75°8 0°27 4h 0°11 4 
March - - - 81°0 71°0 | 147°8 TT 0°18 1 0°18 81 
, April- - - - 85°0 67°5 | 150°0 79°5 3°73 8 1°89 15 
May - - - - 85.0 73°2 | 156°5 81°1 4°61 18% 1°30 12 
June - - - - 88°2 80°0 | 151°6 86°2 2°82 12 0°92 10 
July - - - - 88°5 72°0 | 157°0 87°6 3°89 19 1°02 13 
August - - - 89°5 78°0 | 155°5 87°6 2°24 14 0°54 31 
September - - - 89°0 74°0 | 156°5 85°38 3°16 a1 1°17 30 
October - - - 86°5 76°0 | 153°0 82°3 2°68 11 0°53 21 
November - : - 82°0 68°5 | 143°8 76°7 0°72 9 0°18 3 

December - - - 80°0 66°8 | 145°0 76°0 0°53 9 0°18 
Totals ° = }1,011°7 | 859°5 |1,802°6 | 971°5 | 25°54 119 8°26 — 
Averages - - 84°3 71°6 | 150°2 81°0 2°13 10 0°69 _ 


Crown Land and Salt Ponds, 


During the year 1882 there were three auction sales of Crown 
land, at which 31 country and 18 town and suburban lots, 
comprising 9683 acres, of the value of 273/. 18s.1ld, were 
disposed of. 

The receipts for the year amounted to 428/. 6s. 8d., and may 
be apportioned as follows : 1487. 10s. on account of sales in 1881 
and 1882, 159/. Os. 8d. on account of arrears and payments by 
squatters, and 120/. 16s. on account of unsold allotments. 

Surveys were made of 88 country, and 79 town and suburban 
lots, comprising 2,089} acres at an expense of 245/. 7s. 8d. in- 
cluding an advance of 15/. on account of unfinished surveys, and 
4091 acres granted by 47 grants. 

Only 32 13s. 4d. was received in cash on account of salt pond 

urchases ; the proprietors at Rum Cay being unable to pay in 
cash, 15,780 bushels of salt were received in payment, which will 
be sold and the cash proceeds brought to account. 


Salt. 


There has beennnother year of depression, while the season 
for making the salt has been remarkably good; few proprietors 
have cultivated, owing to the large quantities of salt on hand, and 
the absence of any demand therefor. The salt rakers, as those 
engaged in the occupation are called, are getting very poor, 
and the salt-producing islands are consequently sinking in im- 
portance. 
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It is to be hoped that the United States will soon become free- 
trading communities and abandon the rigid protective system 
which includes a heavy duty on salt. 

The quantity shipped was :— 


Bushels. 
In 1881 - é ‘ - 252,497 
» 1882 - - - ~ 142,528 
109,969 


The value in 1882 was only 2,256/. against, in 1881, 4,5717. 


Sponge. 


The sponge beds which were discovered in 1881, lying off the 
coast of Eleuthera, are still yielding large quantities of sponges, 
giving employment to a great many persons. 

During the vear there was a large increase in the value of 
sponges exported. ‘This was owing to the discovery of an exten- 
sive bed of sheep wool on the south side of Eleuthera, Previous 
to the discovery of this bed, the market price for this grade was 
about 4s. per lb. Afler that event, however, the quantity brought 
in was so large, that the price declined and went down as low as 
2s. 6d. 

The increase in the export is due to the increase in sheep woul 
shipped from the coluny. There was a probable decline in most 
other grades. In the early part of the year the supply of this 
grade was somewhat in excess of the demand. It was brought in 
too rapidly to enable the exporters to work it up and pack it to 
advantage, and the excessive quantities shipped to London and 
the United States had a depreciating effect on those markets. In 
the latter part of the year, however, both the home and the 
foreign markets recovered, and prices again advanced to previous 
figures. 

The shippers in Nassau represent large dealers in London, 
Paris, and New York, for whom they buy on commission. Consider- 
able competition exists among them, and the prices paid in Nassau 
leave little margin for profit. The value of sponges, however, is 
steadily increasing year by year, owing, doubtless, to the extended 
use of the article in foreign countries. 

Considerable additions have been made to the number of vessels 
engaged in the industry of collecting during the year. The 
vessels also are of an improved class, being larger, faster, and 
better fitted. 


Fruit. 


The value of pineapples shipped in 1882 was 32,6927. against 
28,3037. for 1881. ‘The crop was good and the prices realised in 
the foreign market were fair and remunerative. 
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Bananas are being shipped in larger quantities, the number of 
bunches exported in 1882 was 25,442, valued at 9781, against 
20,700 in 1881, valued at 8131. 

The orange crop of 1882 was very small, and was valued at 
3,5071, against 4,986/. in 1881. 

The quantity exported in 1881 was 4,103,590, in 1882 
2,550,538. 

The work of destruction is still carried on by the insect, whose 
ravages have been before described. All the proposed remedies 
fail in arresting the evil. 7 

The Board of Agriculture forwarded to his Excellency the 
Governor, for transmission to Sir Joseph Hooker, K.C.S.L, C.B., 
of the Royal Gasdens, Kew, for scientific examination, specimens 
of the insect in a free state and preserved in spirits in the 
hope that an expert in entomology would be able to describe 
the nature and habits of the insect and be able to give useful, 
practical hints for its destruction. Immediately on the receipt of 
the specimens of insects Sir J. Hooker referred the same to 
R. McLachlan, Esq., F.R.S., who had kindly undertaken to study 
the question. Dr. McLachlan submitted a selection of the 
specimens to his friend Dr. Victor Signoret of Paris for precise 
identification, that gentleman being well known as a specialist in 
connexion with the family Coccide, to which the insect in question 
belongs. He is of opinion that the insect is that which is now known 
as Mytilaspis Citricola (Packard) a species allied to, but distinct 
from, M. Gloverii, both of which specimens are notorious for 
occasioning damage to orange trees in the Southern United 
States, 

According to Mr. T. Glovert’s report of the United States 
Department of Agriculture, 1855, p. 119, the insect was first im- 
ported into Florida on some leaves sent from Bermuda, and it has 
since spread itself in an alarming manner. 

The remedies now most in favour in the United States are 
liquids to be applied to the trees as sprays by means of a force 
pump, and it is of the utmost importance that these liquids be 
used during the short period of activity in the young larva, 
which can only be ascertained by direct observation. 

The preparations now most in favour in the United States are 
as follows :— 


Refined Kerosene oil - - 1 gallon 
Condensed milk - - - 13 parts 
Water - - - - 3 


”» 


The milk and water to be thoroughly mixed before the oil is 
added; the whole to be then churned until it solidifies, and then 
diluted with from 12 to 16 times its quantity of water when 
needed for application ; or 


Kerosene - - - - 1 pint. 
Sour milk - - - - 2 fluid ounces. 
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Bauamas. Two drachms of powdered chalk first added to the milk, and 
—" two ounces of water during the stirring ; this is said to be not 
readily suspended in water and to form an imperfect emulsion. 
Much information is derived by consulting the report of the 
entomologist of the United States Department of Agriculture for 
1880 (by J. H. Comstock) and an article by H. S. Hubbard in 
Professor Riley’s report of the entomology for the year 1882. 


Manufactures.—Mills and Works. 


The preserving factories are still active; 32,819 cases were 
shipped in the year 1882, valued at 10,1547. against 20,580 cases 
in 1881, valued at 7,965/. 

The sugar mills have been well employed; the cultivation of 
the sugar cane has been extended ; it is easily cultivated ; the 
black sort preferred on account of giving more saccharine matter ; 
price per ton 1/. to 17. 4s., those cultivated in the white or sandy 
soil are not very saleable, they being watery with very little 
saccharine matter. 

Price of sugar, 12. 12s. per 100 lbs. 
an molasses, ls. 6d. per gallon. 


This industry bids fair to become important; if our farmers 
would each procure small mills they would earn a good livelihood 
by sugar making. 

The season of 1882 was not good; a long continued drought 
followed the planting of the canes, by which many plants were 
lost. 

The tinning of tomatoes is still kept up at Harbour Island, 
and they are shipped in large quantities to the United States. 


Woods and Barks. 


Braziletto—The dye from this wood does not appear to be 
wanted in the United States (the only market), and therefor 
export has declined. 

Ebony.— This is dye and not a furniture wood, and the colour, 
which at one time was fashionable, having ceased to be so, ship- 
ments therefore have gradually diminished, and at present have 
entirely stopped. It is used only in England. 

Lignum vite—This shows a small increase, which, however, 
is not likely to be maintained. Bahamas wood being small, is 
not much wanted in England; aconsiderable proportion has been 
sent to the United States. 

Logwood.—The apparent increase in the export is due to 
wrecks of foreign wood, as the supply of native logwood is very 
much diminished, and will probably soon cease. 

Sabica—The demand for this wood is only occasional and 
limited, and the export varies accordingly. 

Satin wood has materially declined, and the large merchantable 
wood in the Colony having become exhausted, and that of small 
dimensions not being wanted. 
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Barks. 


Canella Alba.—A very small quantity seems to be sufficient to 
supply the demand in the London market, to which solely it is 
sent, and the quantity of late years has not varied a great deal; 
valued exported in 1882, 162. 

Cascarilla—The decrease in quantity exported in 1882 has 
been occasioned by the continued low valuation in London. The 
expenses there in the way of dock dues are excessive in proportion 
to price, every package, however small, paying about 2s. 6d. in 
the shape of charges, such as landing rate, opening for customs, 
sampling, besides freight and commissions, brokerage, &c., there- 
fore shipments become unprofitable and are checked. 

The supply in the Bahamas is diminishing year by year. 


Mail Service. 


To ensure greater regularity and efficiency, as well as reduction 
in the amount of subsidy, an understanding was arrived at with 
the contractor by which the direct service to New York is resumed 
for the unexpired period of the contract, and from May 1883 a 
service will be provided superior in all respects to that which has 
hitherto been maintained. The saving effected in the amount of 
the subsidy was 600/. per annum. 


Telegraphic. 


Several companies have been in communication with the 
Government in respect to the establishment of telegraphic com- 
munication between these Islands and the United States, and 
definite proposals are promised. Her Majesty’s surveying ship 
“ Sparrowhawk ” has been engaged in making a survey of the 
North-west Providence Channel. 


Great International Fisheries Exhibition. 


A central committee, of which the Colonial Secretary was 
appointed President by his Excellency the Governor, was formed 
with the view that the Colony should be represented on the occasion. 
Beautiful specimens of shells, corals, conch pearls, turtle shell, with 
models of fishing, turtling and sponging boats, fishing gear, and 
illustrating the mode of capture of fish, &c. were forwarded by 
the Committee for exhibition. 


Prison. 


This institution still maintains its creditable position. 

The total number of prisoners committed during 1882 was 
378, of whom 58 were for safe custody till trial or for want of 
security and 320 for penal imprisonment; of the last, 25 were 
convicted before the Superior Criminal Court, 5 were sentenced 
by Court-Martial, and the remaining 290 were committed by the 
police magistrate of New Providence and the justices of the out- 
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islands. The numbers exhibit a considerable decrease compared 
with 1881, when the total commitments was 422. 


No. of : ; 
Years. Conintements: Daily average. | Population. 
1873 - - 301 72°03 Census for 1871, 
1874 - - 344 67°33 39,162. 
1875 - ~ 353 71°55 
1876 - - 517 105°10 
1877 - - 386 83°57 
1878 - - 415 72°91 
1879 - - 865 “phy? 
1880 - - 441 73°46 
1881 - - 422 79°80 Census for 1881, 
1882 - - 378 62°74 43,521. 


No person was imprisoned for debt in 1882. The number of 
persons for military offences has greatly decreased, there being 
only 5 in 1882, against 40 in 1881. 

Of the 320 prisoners sentenced to penal imprisonment, 45 had 
been previously convicted once, 23 twice, and 129 three times or 
oftener. 

The daily average number of prisoners was 62°74, 45°05 being 
males, 16°12 females, and 3°57 juveniles. The largest number 
in prison on any one day was 88 and the lowest 50. 

One hundred and thirty four punishments were inflicted for 
breaches of prison discipline, 9 being reprimands, for first offences, 
and 125 solitary confinements. 

The prisoners during 1882 were generally well-behaved. The 


* establishment of the school has had a good disciplinary effect. 


The expenditure of the prison, exclusive of the salary of the 
keeper and chaplain, which are fixed charges on the general 
revenue and are not provided for in the annual estimates amounted 
to 1,2551. 18s. 7d. Asa set-off against this expenditure, a daily 
average of 44 prisoners was employed on the public roads, whose 
labour, estimated at 1s. 3d. per diem, would amount to 860/, 15s., 
while six others were employed as cooks and yardsmen. 

Religious services are regularly performed by the chaplain on 
Sunday morning and on Wednesday afternoon. Voluntary services 
are occasionally held by other ministers of the various churches, 
who are allowed free access to the prison, and are informed when- 
ever prisoners of their respective denominations enter the prison. 

A prisoner made his escape and has not since been captured. 
There were no escapes during 1881. 

The school opened in 1881 is attended with highly satisfactory 
results. The Inspector of Prisons attributes the improved state of 
discipline and the diminution in the number of punishments to the 
influence exerted by the school. 

Prisoners consider it a great privilege to be permitted to 
attend. The juvenile prisoners are taught in a separate class 
during the day from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

The health of the prisoners generally during the year has been 
very good. 
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Fifty-seven cases were treated in hospital. 

The prevailiny form of disease has been diarrhctic and dysen- 
teric affections, the cases with few exceptions being readily 
amenable to treatment. 

One death from interitis occurred in the month of February. 

The excellent sanitary condition of the establishment has been 
maintained by the scrupulous attention to cleanliness observed in 
all parts of the prison, and required in the persons of the prisoners 
themselves, 

Post Office. 

The total revenue from all sources amounted to 1,959/. 8s. 2d. 

Money orders for small amounts were issued. Orders issued 
in the United Kingdom, and payable in the Colony are insignifi- 
cant in amount. 

Ship letters show an increase of about one fifth. 

Revenue from unpaid and insufficiently paid letters from foreign 
countries is gradually diminishing. 

Receipts from the sale of postage stamps in Nassau amounted 
to 1,521/. 15s. 6d., a decrease, as compared with 1881, of 1271, 
attributable to a twofold cause, the abandonment of the mail 
service with the Southern States of America and the diminution 
in the number of liquor licenses under the Local Option Act. 

In his report on the Post Office, the Postmaster General 
observes that “though the revenue shows a decided decrease, this 
«* ig due to the reduction in the amount of postage, and to other 
“ changes incidental to the entry of the Colony into the Inter- 
“ national Postal Union; that the reduction of postage is one of 
“ the most excellent modes of reducing taxation, and is attended 
“‘ with manifest advantages to the community in general by 
“ stimulating increased correspondence, while the International 
«© Postal Union, by bringing a Colony so isolated as ours into 
‘ connexion with the whole world through the most approved 
method of communication, is yearly proving more and more of 
“* a success, 

“The disadvantages connected with the postal reduction and 
“ improvements are made evident at the very beginning, but the 
« advantages to be derived from them, though they begin to take 
“ effect from the first, only become evident after a considerable 
« lapse of time. ‘The reality of the advantages is shown by the 
‘“¢ fact that no country has ever given up the improvements which 
“ experience has suggested, and of which so many have been 
“ adopted in late years, or has returned to old systems of commu- 
‘© nication.” P 
Hostal and Asylum. 

The number of inmates admitted during 1882 was 95, including 
164 moribund, total 259. 


Of whom there were discharged - 114 
Dead - - $ = Paes 
Remaining January 188 - = VEO 
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BawaMas, The rate of deaths was 25 per cent. 
ae The majority of those admitted were persons far advanced in 
their respective diseases. 
The deaths due to old age and debility amounted to 18, one 
having been in the institution 25 years and 10 months, her age at 
death being 73. 


Lunatic Asylum. 


The number of inmates admitted during 1882 was six males. 

The daily average number was, males 16, females 4. 

Under the able management of the Resident Surgeon, Superin- 
tendent Dr, William Robinson, who arrived in the Colony in the 
latter part of 1882, these departments have been well administered. 
He, however, urgently calls attention to the limited accommo- 
dation and to the structural defects of the lunatic asylum, which 
militate against the employment of the varied curative agencies 
which are called for in successfully treating these afflicted persons. 

This is a matter which the Government hope soon to be able to 
deal with when a more eligible site can be procured than that on 
which the present building is erected. 


Leper Asylum. 


Cases 10. 
Deaths 1. 


Education. 


There were 27 schools in operation conducted on the British 
and Foreign School Society’s system. 

The compulsory system is in force in the island of New Provi- 
dence. 

Seventy-nine cases have come before the police magistrate; of 
these 43 were fined, 17 dismissed, and 19 orders were made to 
send the child or children to school. 

The present estimated income is— 


£ 
Grants from the Legislature - - 2,200 
Extra grants - ~ 300 
2,500 


Agrwulture. 


The disposition to cultivate the land is becoming more and 
more evident; the Board of Agriculture obtained, through the 
kind offices of the Governor of Bermuda, good onion seed, which, 
being tried at the experimental garden at Government House 
and at the islands of Eleuthera and the Biminis, produced onions 
of a very large size and of delicate flavour. 

There can be no doubt that with capital and enterprise the 
agriculturists of the Bahamas can prosecute this industry with 
great profit, and could easily compete with Bermuda in supplying 
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to the American markets onions and tomatoes far in advance 
of their own crops. 

Pineapple cultivations are extending. 

The crop of oranges was sadly diminished, owing to the 
ravages of the scale insect, which has extended to all parts of the 
Island, 

As before remarked, all proposed remedies fail in arresting its 
progress, 

The wages of the field labourer vary ; usually 1s. 3d. to 1s. 6d. 


per diem. At shipping time the rates have been from 2s. to 3s. 
per diem. 


Public Works. 


Very many useful works have been executed. Among those 
are the conversion of the old gaolers’ quarters into a neat and 
commodious office; the excavation of a tank in the public market 
place for the use of the public ; the removal of the defective sash 
frames of Hog Island lighthouse, and replacement by iron frames 
and new burners; the building of a house for the assistant 
lightkeeper; repairs to Royal Victoria Hotel; the repair of 
the Adelaide Road on the southern side of the Island; this was 
effected by a grant from the Crown funds, sanctioned by Her 
Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies, 


Legislation. 


Thirteen Acts were passed during the regular Session of 1882. 

An Act for consolidating and amending the several Acts for 
regulating elections and the qualifications of members of the 
General Assembly of these Islands and of electors, and for ascer- 
taining and describing the Jimits and bounds of the several islands 
and districts within the Government which send representatives 
to the General Assembly, and for other purposes, 

An Act to amend the Liquor Act, 1875. 

This Act introduces the principle of local option. 

An Act to regulate the admission of insane persons into the 
New Providence Asylum and to provide for the release of such 
as shall be or shall be deemed to be no longer insane, 

An Act to authorise the seizure and destruction of diseased 
and unwholesome articles of food in the Island of New Provi- 
dence. 

An Act to continue a grant of money for the encouragement 
of agricultural enterprises. 

An Act to aid surveyors in the discharge of their duties. 

An Act to amend the Act 23 Vict., cap. 3., to promote general 
vaccination. 

An Act to exempt certain articles therein mentioned from 
import duty. 

Petitions having been received by the Governor of the Colony 
from the sponge fishermen and others representing the destruc- 
tion of the sponge fisheries on the Eleuthera shore by the use of 

R 7879. 
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dredges, and asking for legislative protection, the Legislature 
was again convoked in August of 1882, and the following Acts 
were passed :— 


46 Vict., c. 1. An Act for the protection of the sponge fisheries 
within the Bahama Islands, 

46 Vict.,c. 2. An Act to prohibit the importation into these 
Islands of dredges or other machines capable of being used as 
such which may be employed in gathering sponge. 


In 1881, 26 informations were filed against 26 persons. In 
1882, 34 informations against 32 persons. 

In his report on the state of crime in the Colony during 1882, 
the Attorney General remarks: “In number and gravity the 
“ offences charged in such informations were greater and more 
** serious than those dealt with in the preceding year,” 

* The charge of murder, which resulted in a conviction of man- 
slaughter, apart from its serious character, disclosed a degree 
of ignorance and superstition among certain of the lower classes 
which was almost incredible, taking into consideration the ad- 
vantages afforded these classes of the community by the religious 
and secular educational agencies at work.” 

The total number of persons apprehended was 2,396. 
The number of summary Convictions in 1881 was 1,242; total 
number in 1882, 1,330. 


The number of acquittals in 1881 :— 


nm 
n 


n 
on 


In inferior courts - - - 683 
», Superior courts - - = 8 
In 1882 :— 
In inferior courts - - - 519 
», Superior courts = - - - 8 


The returns show five cases of perjury tried during the year, 
in all of which convictions were obtained. It is to be feared that 
false swearing is an offence of frequent occurrence here, especially 
in the magisterial courts, but the strictness of the criminal 
procedure as to the requisites for proof of the offence js very 
difficult at times to secure convictions. 

The cases of predial larceny were of a very trifling nature. 

(Signed) E. B. A. Tayxor, 
Colonial Secretary. 
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No. 20. 
Governor T. L. J. GatLwey to the Right Hon. the Eart 
oF DERBY. 
My Lorp, Bermuda, May 19, 1883. 


I HAvE the honour to transmit herewith the Annual Blue 
Book of Bermuda for the year 1882, together with the report of the 
Colonial Secretary thereon. 


1 have, &c. 
(Signed) T. lL. GaLLwey, 
The Right Hon. Governor and Commander-in-Chief. 
The Earl of Derby. 
&e. &ec. 


Report on the Buur Boox for 1882. 


No. 1. Finance.—The actual expenditure of the previous year, 
1881, exceeded the actual revenue by 512/.13s. 6d. The revenue 
of the year 1882 was 29,7241. 9s. 1d.; the expenditure was 
29,1387. 5s. 3d., leaving a balance of 586/. 3s. 10d., or, carrying 
forward tke nominal deficit of 1881, 731 10s. 4d.; but these 
amounts can only be taken as showing the difference between the 
actual revenue and the actual expenditure, as there were consider- 
able sums in the hands of the Receiver General on the unexpended 
balances of money voted in previous years. 

2. A comparative statement of revenue and expenditure for 
the years 1881 and 1882 shows the following results :— 


Receipts 
£ 
1881 - - - - - 29,528 
1882 - - - - ~ 29,724 
Expenditure. 
£ 
1881 - - - = - 30,040 
1882 - - - - - 29,138 


The year 1882 may be taken therefore as an exceptionally 
healthy one, though the actual receipts of revenue were but little 
in excess of those in former years. 
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3. The public debt was reduced by 2,0002. including 5001. value 
of glebe land taken under the Defence Act. In 1881 1,000/. was 
paid towards the reduction of the debt which on the 31st of 
December 1882 stood at 7,984/. 6s. 9d. 

This amount is made up as follows : — 


So he a 

Balance of Causeway loan - - 3,390 0 O 

Wharf and sheds’ loans - - 1,500 0 O 
Balance of amount used by public 
Treasury from savings’ bank 

deposits - - - - 3,094 6 9 

7,984 6 9 


The average rate of interest paid on the two first items 
is 44 per cent. on the latter amount it is only 23 per cent., and 
the total indebtedness of the Colony since 1868 had ben reduced 
from 36,7931. to 7,984. 

4. Since 1879 the excess of revenue over expenditure averages 
7531. in each of the four years. Considering therefore that the 
public debt of the Colony has been materially reduced in each 
year it may safely be assumed that the present revenue is sufficient 
to meet the present expenditure, and to leave a fair margin. 

5. The revenue and expenditure may be tabulated thus :-— 


Revenue. 

—_—— | Customs. | Other receipts. Total. 

| £ £ £ 
Revenue - - ej 24,950 4,774 29,724 

Expenditure. 

a Salaries | Miscellaneous. Total. 

£ £ £ 
Expenditure - - 9,124 20,014 29,138 


6. The assets of the Colony are a sum of money invested in 
Yonsols for the purpose of a new gaol at Hamilton. Estimated at 
par, this investment represents 5,600/. 

7. A comparative statement of yearly revenue shows that in the 
customs the 5 per cent. ad valorem duty yielded an increase of 
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4691.; duty on spirits an increase of 228/.; duty on tobacco an 
increase of 632 There was a decrease in the duty on malt liquor 
of 343/,; on oxen and cows of 402; and on rum of 2112, ‘The 
total Customs return shows a decrease of 46/., whilst in the return 
_ miscellaneous taxation there will be found an increase of 
1961. 

The total decrease in the expenditure of the year was 9021, 
which includes the fuliowing items :— 


£ 
Gratuities to public servants, a gain of - 3800 
Remittance of worn coins, a gain of - 400 
Census expenses, a gain of - - 3879 
Roads and works, a gain of - - 1,370 
Payment of public debt, a loss of - - 1,000 


(that is, 2,000/. is paid in 1882 against 
1,0007. in 1881). 
Defalcations of the late Col. Secretary,alossof 645 


Education, a loss of ~ - =. 133 
Salaries, a loss of - - - - 825 
And drawback of duty, a loss of - - 249 


No. I1.—Local Revenue. 


8. The local revenues were returned as follows :— 


Revenue. 

£ 
Parochial - - - - - 1,361 
Corporations, Hamilton’ - - - 1,976 
St. George - - - - 728 

Expenditure. 

£ 
Parochial - - - - - 1,645 
Corporations, Hamilton - - - 1,849 
St. George - : - = VF 


The parochial revenues are raised by small parish rates, a dog 
tax of 4s., and licenses to sell rum. The corporations levy a tax 
on sheds and wharfs, and a small inhabited house any is 
collected. 

The revenue raised from the civil population in 1881 gave an 
average rate of 1/. 14s. per head, and the local rates barely 
reached 10d., lighter perhaps than anywhere else in Her Majesty’s 
dominions. 


* Less income tax deducted in the United Kingdom. 
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9. The following shows the amount spent im the Colony hy the 
Imperial Government on the under mentioned heads :— 


£ oa. 
Governor’s salary - ~ “2,199 13 
Military establishment — - - 96,932 15 9 

98,932 9 1] 


The cost of the naval establishment has not been returned. 


No. TF I—Legislation. 


10. There were 27 Acts passed by the Legislature during the 
session. The most important of these being an Act to transfer 
from the Crown to the representative body of the church in 
Bermuda the appointments to vacant livings, the Act continuing 
the law which provides concurrent endowments to all denomina- 
tions; amendments in the Criminal law improving the municipal 
constitution of the towns, and for fixing the standard of gold, 
which has put a stop to the importation of light and and worn 
coins. Provision was also made for the erection of anew Govern- 
ment house, a necessity which has long made itself felt, and a 
measure was passed for the resumption of unexpended balances in 
the public treasury, which goes far to simplify the state of the 
public accounts, 


No, IV.— Civil Establishment. 


11. The lamented death of the late Sir Robert Laffan, 
K.C.M.G., R.E., which occurred on the 22nd March 1882, created 
a vacancy in the governorship of the Colony. Colonel Gordon, 
R.E., administered the Government from that date until the third 
of July, when Lieutenant-General T. L. Gallwey, R.E., arrived 
and assumed the Government. The office of Colonial Secretary 
was filled on the same day by its present holder, and in the month 
of November Mr. G. W. Hill was appointed an official Marine 
Surveyor. 


No. V.—Population. 


12. The estimated civil population at the end of the year was 
put down at 14,559, composed of 5,847 white persons and 8,712 
coloured. The average strength of the troops was returned at 
1,446, of the women and children on the military establishment, 
313. 


No. VI—Imports and Exports. 


13, The total value of the imports was 277,401/. and of exports 
109,1552. 

This large disproportion may be ascribed to the circumstance 
that nearly every article required for the food and clothing of the 
entire population, civil, military, and naval, must be imported from 
abroad 
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The produce of the Colony consists almost entirely of early 
vegetables grown for the‘New York markets between the months 
of February and June, and these realised the sum of 107,3177. 
during the year. In 1881 the late Sir Robert Laffan estimated 
the Imperial expenditure at 220,000/. for the maintenance of 
the garrison and naval establishments, and remarked that the 
industry of the inhabitants, and the favouring circumstances of the 
cliamte would have been insufficient to have maintained the 
Colony at its present level had it not been for the material help 
afforded by this very large expenditure. 


No. VII.—Gaols and Prisoners. 


14. The report of the Provost Marshal General gives full 
particulars of thisservice. A new goal, for which there are ample 
funds in hand, will prove most beneficial, and it is anticipated 
that, as soon as the preliminaries with regard to the proposed site 
have heen settled, this most necessary work will be commenced 
without delay. Small though the daily average of prisoners is, the 
present accommodation is utterly inadequate for the wants of the 
Colony, and the buildings and general arrangements are most 
unsatisfactory. 


No. VITI.—Criminal Statistics, 


15. There is a considerable decrease in the number of offences 
reported to the police, and perhaps the average of crime in the 
Colony is smaller than in any other country. There were only 
338 offences reported in 1882, against 460 in the previous year. 
The total of 1882 is made up as follows :— 


Offences against the person - = 131 
Preedial larceny - - - - 23 
Offences against property other than predial 
larcency - - - - - 38 
Other offences - - - - 146 


‘Two hundred and eight were dealt with summarily, and 25 
were committed for trial in the superior courts. 

The very small number of offences recorded is a remarkable and 
a healthy sign. The people generally are quiet and law abiding, 
and there isa noteworthy absence of cases classed under the heads 
of drunk and disorderly, predial larceny, police offences, and 
abusive language which are so common in the magisterial courts 
of the West Indian Colonies. 


No. [X.—Education. 


16. There are no public schools properly so called in Bermuda, 
but the Board of Education grants subsidies to the various private 
schools towards the salaries of the teachers. ‘There are 23 of these 
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schools, attended by 1,079 children. ‘The amount. contributed by 
the Board was 985, and asum of 8321. was raised by voluntary 
subscriptions. There are 37 unaided private schools. During the 
past session, the Act uf 1879, which has been found to work well, 
was amended in some few particulars, and its duration prolonged 
until 1885. 


No. X.—Public Health, 


17. The general health of the Colony during the year was 
fairly good, though the death rate was higher than usual. The 
prevalence of whooping cough in the earlier months may perhaps 
.ccount for the large number of deaths. Amongst the children 
of the poorer classes this disease proved very fatal. The number 
of very young children who died is also large, the coloured 
population showing very little care for their infants. An epidemic 
of “ Dengue” or “ Breakbone” fever made its appearance in the 
summer, and spread very rapidly through the islands. Fortunately, 
however, it proved of a mild type, and in no case was it fatal. 


No. XIT— Lunatic Asylum, 


18. The report of the medical superintendent of the lunatic 
asylum gives full particulars of the working of this establishment. 
There were five admissions during the year, and 6 deaths, while 
the daily average of the patients was 31. 


No, XII.—Shipping. 


19. The following table shows the number of vessels entered 
and cleared during the year, and their tonnage. 


Ve ssels entered. No. Tonnage| Vessels cleared. | No. /Tonnage. 
British - - 139 72,733 | British - - 136 71,359 
American - - 30 12,166 | American - - 36 14,170 

Ot : 21 9,488 | Other Countries - 23 9,757 
Total - 190 94,387 Total - - 195 95,286 


CAVENDISH Bor Le, 
Colonial Secretary. 
Bermuda, lst May 1883. 
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CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


No. 21. 


Extracts from Report on the Resuuts shown in the Blue 
Book for 1882. 


Councils, Assembly, and Franchise. 


By Proclamation of the 12th September 1878, the fifth 
Coloniai Parliament was dissolved. ‘The Legislative Council 
election was held in the month of November, and the per-centage 
proportions of electors who actually voted to those on the roll 
stood as under :—Western Electoral Province, 65°65; N.W. do., 
35°98; S.W. do., 56°47; Midland do., 41°84; S.E. do., 34°16; 
N.F.. do., 47°87 (average equal to 46°28). In the Eastern 
Electoral Province (5,191 voters) there was no poll. At the 
Council election for Griqualand West held in April, 1881, the 
proportion was 46°81. 

The total number of electors registered in 1882-83 was 
66,639. The lists then contained 10,774 more names than in 
1880-1, and 21,964 more than in 1878-79. Krom the 1875 
census report is derived the following (corrected) information :— 
Persons to a representative (House of Assembly), 10,602;* males 
to do., 5,435; electors to do., 632; persons to an elector, 17°44; 
males do., 8°94. 

The franchise is determined by the occupation of house 
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property of the value of 252, or receipt of salary at the rate of | 


50/. per annum (or wages of 25/. per annum with board and 
lodging). 
Military. 


The disbursements in 1881-82 on Colonial defence (Votes 
26-324) amounted to 216,4491; besides 1,389,840/. expended 
under Acts 1 and 23 of 1881, and 31 of 1882, for suppression of 
native rebellion. Great Britain expended in 1882, 101,6121. for 
military protection, and 80,900/ on the navy at the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

The regiment of Cape Mounted Riflemen is enrollea under 
Act No. 9 of 1878, and consisted on the 31st December 1882, of 42 
officers and 922 non-commissioned officers and men; the corre- 
sponding figures for 1881 are 46 and 903. The number of 
horses is 868, and the corps has 807 Martini-Henry carbines, 
378 revolvers, and 831 swords. Expenditure in 1881-82 on 
C.M.R. was 132,444/. 


* I.e., To every 10,602 of the inhabitants of the Colony there was in 1875 one 
member in the House of Assembly, and among every 17°44 persons one elector was 
registered. 
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Under Act 15 of 1880, a force designated the Cape Field 
Artillery was constituted, consisting now of 85 officers and men, 
armed with 98 revolvers, 91 swords, and 38 carbines. The 
ordnance comprises 4 7-prs. R.M.L., J 12-pr. Armstrong, and 1 
mortar, 53 in. Attached to the force are 73 saddle and draught 
animals, Expenditure in 1881-82, 10,7742. 

A new addition to the colonial army is the regiment of Cape 
Infantry, which serves under Act No. 7 of 1881, and which 
consists of 20 officers and 384 of other ranks. This force is 
armed with 380 carbines. 

The volunteer forces are subject to the provisions of Act 
No. 10 of 1878, and the strength in December 1882, of 22 corps 
was 105 officers and 2,078 men, including 17 officers and 343 men 
of cadet corps, an increase of 2 officers and 236 men on 1881. 
The number enrolled had reached the maximum in 1878, viz.: 
a total of 3,552. Equipment, 1,780 Snider rifles, 50 Martini- 
Henry carbines, 10 field guns. Expenditure in 1881-82 on 
volunteers was 9,139/. 

The number of burghers registered in 1882, under section 
14 of Act 7 of 1878, was 55,375. In connexion with the revision 
of the burgher list, &., there was, in 1881-82, an outlay of 2,416/. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


For the year 1881-82 the actual Colonial revenue was 
3,524,858. 6s. 10d., an increase of 556,648/. 6s. 10d. on the 
estimated total, and of 514,8882 Os. 3d. on the receipts in 
1880-81, the previous maximum reached. Decreases, as compared 
with 1880-81, occur in only three instances, viz.:—Reimburse- 
ments, 9341 13s. 6d, owing to widows’ pension fund receipts 
being included under miscellaneous ; land sales, 9,055/ 13s. 2d, 
on account of lands now being sold under perpetual quitrent ; 
interest and premiums, 21,086/. 4s. 7d., due to the fact that the 
collections for 1880-81 were chiefly made up by premiums 
on loans raised in England and interest on Griqualand West 
advances. 

The chief increases on previous collections are— 


£ £ 
Customs and harbour dues 158,893 Revenue now being 1,356,947 
Land revenue - - 19,005 * 53 108,139 
Rent (exclusive of land) - 12,500 +5 a 32,116 
Transfer dues - - 17,541 a i 146,604. 
Bank notes duty - - 5,050 eat ns 18,732 
Stamps and licenses - 34,482 ie . 213,434 
Railway receipts - 227,650 3 - 966,856 
Telegraph ,, - - 8,483 4 ‘7 63,224 
Postal » - - 17,798 3 £ 109,887 
Fines, Forfeitures, and 
Fees of Court - - 6,225 , ‘i 24,792 


Fees of Office - - 3,818 ss Re 10,562 
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The Transkei revenue, amounting to 36,490/. (against 29,9201. 
in 1880-81), has been posted under proper heads of service, and 
not asa separate item. House duty contributed 75,916. ; auction 
duty, 34,6177. ; succession duty, 11,3521 ; mines, 22,9197. ; sales of 
Government property, 2,727/.; miscellaneous, 5,7361.; excise, 
58,293/.; special, 26,888. Including loans (1,367,9271., and 
6142 stores issued, the Colonial revenue for 1881-82 was 
4,893,399. 


Basutoland revenue for the year 1881-82, amounted to only 
4,877/., the principal sources being hut tax, 2,7502, licences, 1,7081., 
fines, fees, &c., 1952 This is exclusive of 19,5562 borrowed. 
The receipts for 1877-78 were 18,712/.; for 1878-79, 15,5511; 
for 1879-80, 19,7821; and for 1880-81, 5907. 


Expenditure under Acts of Parliament in 1881-82 amounted 
to 2,239,930/., whereof 23,1727. was expended under Act 35 
of 1879 (Immigration), 23,1062 went for raising loans for 
railway and bridge construction and for Griqualand West loans ; 
15,0447. was spent on the new Houses of Parliament ; 75,238/. 
on harbour works; 16,583/. on bridges over Orange river ; 
382,418/. on the Western, 216,620/. on the Midland, and 62,6201. 
on the Eastern railway systems; 32,289/. for telegraph construc- 
tion; and 1,389,840/. for the suppression of the native rebellion. 
The total outlay in the previous financial year, under similar 
authority, was 2,712,344. 


During the financial years 1880-81 and 1881-82 the sum total 
disbursed (Basutoland excluded), under votes was respectively 
2,759,9191. 7s, 4d. and 3,280,8672 5s. 3d, viz. :— 


wee 1880-1. 1881-2. 
£ Raat £ Se od 
Colonial Secretary, ministerial 
division - - - - 893,888 8 10 1,002,400 19 5 
Treasurer-General - - - 771,289 15 6 933,022 17 4 
Attorney-General - - - 43,747 7 1 46,009 9 5 
Commissioner of Crown Lands and 
Public Works - = 934,475 5 10 1,176,875 16 5 
Secretary for native affairs - 116,568 10 1 122,058 2 8 


The corresponding figures for the four previous years were 
respectively 1,916,6332, 1,660,0162, 1,495,833/., and 2,545,882/, 
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Debt. 


On the 31st December 1882 the debt for the service of the 
general Government stood at 15,302,758/. 10s. 9d., raised for the 
following services, viz. :— 


The corresponding figures are 


Heads of Service. 1882. 
For 1881. For 1880. 
Pusiric Works. £ Be, £ £ 
Railways - _ + {10,241,800 0 0 7,853,600 7,431,700 
Harbours - - 490,200 0 0 495,200 499,200 
Orange River Bridges - 823,600 0 0 327,300 330,200 
Telegraphs - 57,100 0 O 58,700 \ 150,000 
Telegraphs and Kei Bridge 88,600 0 0 89,800 ! re. 
Public Works - 131,300 0 0 131,300 131,300 
Houses of Parliament - 116,500 O O 117,500 120,000 
11,449,200 0 0O 8,573,400 8,662,400 
OTHER PURPOSES. 
Immigration - 97,500 0 0 99,700 119,000 
Griqualand West liabili- 
ties - < -| 302,400 0 0 308,300 308,300 
War expenses’ - - | 2,707,700 O O 2,730,000 743,000 
General purposes - 505,600 0 0 505,600 505,600 
Consolidated debt - 135,900 0 0 139,200 141,000 
Redeeming loan - - 104,458 10 9 104,459 104,459 


and for harbour works under management of corporate bodies at 
795,650. ; a net increase and a decrease respectively on the figures 
of 1881 of *2,842,100/. and 5,500/. The public debt was created 
in 1859, 


Public Works. 


Statement for 1881-82 rendered by Public Works Office : this 
is a return of expenditure on harbours, ordinary and new works, 
lighthouses, roads and bridges :— 


. : Expenditure to 
Services. Estimate. 0th June 1889. 
£ £ 
Ordinary works—(1881-82) - - - 13,500 14,784 
New works 53 - - ~ 80,421 79,776 
Lighthouses a - - - . 1,400 1,244 
Roads and bridges 3 - - - 98,282 69,793 
Works under Acts of Parliament. 

. Kowie (Bathurst) - 190,000 172,370 

Harbour works East London - - 400,000 376,490 
Houses of Parliament - ~ - 120,000 37,680 
Bridges over Orange River - - - 327,000 346,248 
1,260,603 1,098,385 


* Actual Increase 3,000,000/. but 157,900/, were repaid. 
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Railways—Up to the 31st December 1882, a sum of 993,865/. 
had been used for the construction of the newly commenced 
railways which, it is estimated, will cost 3,954,6361* ; 580,659/. 
being charged to Western, 291,759/. to Midland, and 121,447/. 
to Eastern railway systems ; 10,5167. besides was spent on uncom- 
pleted railway surveys and the construction of Riet river bridge. 

Telegraphs—The expenditure on construction on new lines and 
erection of a second wire, to 3lst December 1882, was 39,4431. 
for finished, and 66,2337. for unfinished works. Total estimated 
expense, 152,093/. 

Harbour Works.—On the construction of the breakwater 
extension, the new jetty, and quay walls, the Table Bay Board 
had expended to 31st December 1882, 148,160/. The graving 
dock had been completed at a cost of 156,689. The outlay for 
construction and repairs at Port Elizabeth was 218,554/. up to 
same date ; these works were commenced in March, 1876. 


Local Revenues. 


In the Dutch churches, of which 52 were returned, the 
receipts stand at 68,1662; 9,5632. coming from collections, 
23,102/. from special contributions, &c., 8,768/. from church fees 
and special receipts, 4,950/. from pew and 9,717/. from land rents. 
Of the disbursements, 64,520/., 19,846/. went for salaries, 22,4651. 
for works and buildings, and 7,129/ for church institutions. 
Loans to the extent of 8,393/. were raised, and debts and interest 
to the sum of 7,7481. paid off. 

Sixty-five English churches sent in statements showing, on 
the credit side, 30,5362, and on the debit 31,1142. Offertories 
contributed 16,1262, English societies, with grants, &c., 10,6972, 
and church fees and pew rents 2,0052 ‘The stipends of the clergy 
amounted to 16,2161, 6,899/. were sunk in works and buildings, 
4,0451. were spent on education and divine service, and 1,191/. on 
church institutions. 

Divisional Councils.—There are now 65 of these institutions, 
with a revenue and expenditure respectively of 180,528/. and 
186,9162. These figures show an advance on those of 1881, 
1880, 1879, 1878, 1877, and 1876, which are as follows, viz. :— 
Receipts, 161,767, 148,8341, 131,444/., 123,1552, 144,1532, and 
144,988/,; Expenditure, 159,773/.,, 155,3951, 132,443/,, 120,2612., 
143,022/,, and 148,0747 On works the payments in 1882 were 
115,3161., besides the 2,662/. contributed under the Main Roads 
Act of 1864, and loans and interest figure at 28,8147 On the 
other side, road and other rates brought in 109,4812 ; tolls 
and ferries, 25,3062; loans and interest, 22,6341 According 
to the last returns the value of fixed property in the Colon 
(for divisional councils assessment purposes) is 34,106,9182 In 


£ 
* Beaufort to Hope Town, Wynberg to Kalk bay - 1,576,930 Western System. 
Cradock to Colesburg - - - - 657,706 Midland System. 
Junction Line - - - - 550,000 


Queen’s Town to Aliwal North - - - 1,170,000 Eastern System, 
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charge of the divisional councils there were, in 1882, 4,046 miles 
of main and 14,378 miles of branch, &c. roads. The rate in the 
pound levied varies from 4d. to 21d, 

Municipalities, 69 in number, had an income of 357,648 
and expenses to the extent of 371,117/. in 1882. Taxes and 
water rates produce 100,987/; market dues, 38,490/.; land and 
house rent. 52,8287; loans, 109,394/, and pound fees, sales, and 
leases, and registration fees and licenses, 16,1767. The mainten- 
ance, &c. of streets and other works of this nature necessitated 
the payment of 211,2922, exclusive of 38,3752 for salaries and 
allowances for the establishment, and 38,5627. figures as the 
amount of debt and interest paid. Towards the cost of the urban 
police the municipal councils contributed in 1882 10,4662, while 
in aid of that of the rural police under Act 8 of 1873, divisional 
councils paid in 9,2557. The income in previous years stands as 


follows :— 
£ 

1881 ~ - - - 207,231 
1880 - - - - 148,594 
1879 - - - - 127,896 
1878 ; : : - 142,701 
1877 - - - - 111,994 
1876 - - - - 90,215 

And the outlay thus :—- 
1881 - - - - 234,316 
1880 - - - - 167,727 
1879 - - - - 129,803 
1878 - - - - 136,567 
1877 - - - - 109,567 
1876 - - - - 91,348 


Customs, 


Shipping.—The total number of vessels entered inwards in 
882 was* 2,328, of 3,058,876 tonnage, a net increase of 16 in 
number and of 517,966 in tonnage on 1881; of these, 1,935, 
measuring 2,858,906 tons, were British, and 393, of 199,970 tons, 
foreign vessels, against 1,874 of 2,327,797 tons, British, and 
438 of 213,113 foreign in 1881. Cleared outwards in 1882 there 
were} 2,331, of 3,034,015 tonnage, a net increase on 1881 of 71 
in number, and of 507,424 in tonnage; of these, 1,942, of 
2,837,636 tons, were British, and 389, of 196,379 tons, foreign 
ships compared with 1,854 of 2,334,767 tons, British, and 406 of 
191,824 tons, foreign, in the previous year. ‘The vessels inwards, 
of whicht 2,263 of 3,028,240 tons had cargoes, were manned 


* 1,377 vessels being steamers of 2,663,629 tonnage, 368,124 horse power. 
¢ 1,359 ~ ‘ 2,636,367 » 363,018 rd 
t 1,349 os - 2,642,324 » 365,144 
numbering 82,572. 


» With crews 
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by 92,818 sailors, and those outwards, of which* 1,746 of 
2,682,083 tons had cargoes, by 85,033. Vessels to the number 
of 2,260, of 2,514,730 tons, entered with cargoes in 1881, and. 
1,691, of 2,253,313 tons, left the colonial ports. The coastwise 
trade inwards gave employment tot 1,365 vessels having 66,352 
seamen on the books, and whose tonnage totalled to 2,040,699 ; 
the corresponding figures for transactions outwards weret 1,365, 
65,184, and 2,013,027 respectively. In regard to nationality 
of shipping inwards, it appears that 1,626 vessels (2,828,050 tons) 
belonged to the United Kingdom, 309 (30,856 tons) were 
Colonial, 27 (18,373 tons) American, 20 (12,822 tons) Austrian, 
15 (2,817 tons) Danish, 4 (810 tons) Dutch, 24 (20,587 tons) 
French, 63 (24,111 tons) German, 85 (58,580 tons) Italian, 154 
(61,370 tons) Norwegian and Swedish, and 1 (500 tons) Russian. 
The number of vessels belonging to the port of Cape Town was 
33, of 2,497 tons, and to the port of Port Elizabeth 4, of 551 
tons. 

Imports and Exports.— 'The total value (specie excluded) 
of imports in 1882 was 9,372,019/, and of exports 4,514,6982., 
showing an increase respectively of 144,848/ and 293,392/. on 
the figures for 1881, which in turn were respectively 1,578,308/. 
and 120,3110. in excess of and below those for 1880. 

In respect to the United Kingdom, the value of the imports from 
had increased by 265,5192., and that of exports to by 205,6851. ; 
the figures being respectively in 1882 7,584,774/. and 4,120,2012., 
and in 1881 7,319,255/7. and 3,914,5162 As regards British 
possessions, the value of imports from had decreased by 82,1291., 
and of exports to by 46,978/.; the figures being respectively 
in 1882 814,301l. and 77,7842, and in 1881 896,4302 and 
124,762/. As regards foreign countries, the value of imports 
from had decreased by 43,5042, but of exports to had increased 
by 35,7321, the values being respectively in 1882 967,964/. 
and 217,160/., and in 1881 1,011,4682 and 181,428/.; specie (not 
included in the foregoing figures) was imported and exported to 
the extent respectively of 288,622/. and 54,858/. The entries 
for home consumption in 1880 represented a value of 7,546,779. 
or 98°66 per cent. of the total imports; in 1881 a value of 
9,029,246/. or 97°855 per cent., and in 1882 one of 9,256,960/. 
or 98°77 per cent. of the imports. The per-centage increase of 
imports in 1881 on 1880 is 20°414, of consumption 19-422, and 
per-centage decrease of exports 3°043. Corresponding figures 
for 1882 compared with 1881 are 1:57, 2522, and (increase) 
4°628. Colonial produce was sent away in 1882 to the value of 
4,331,626/., an increase of 191,584/. on 1881. The approximate 
value of the total exports of the Colony in 1882 is calculated by 
the Collector of Customs as follows, viz.:—Colonial, 4,331,6261, 


* 1,301 vessels being steamers of 2,551,220 tons, 352.916 h.p., with crews 
_ numbering 80,708. 

T 1,092 vessels being steamers of. 1,999,079 tons, 277,938 h.p., with crews 
numbering 64,585. 

{ 1,068 vessels being steamers. of 1,966,034 tons, 272,884 h.p., with crews 
numbering 63,207: 
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other 182,472/., diamonds 5,000,0001., total 9,514,098/. (excluding 
specie 54,858/.). The decrease in the quantity of wool exported 
in 1882 compared with 1881 is 2°528 per cent., and in value 
5'488; 1881 returns as compared with those for 1880 showed 
an excess of ‘710 per cent. and diminution of 10°185. 


Wages and Rent. 


The statistics collected on the following subjects, viz. :—wages 
and rent, prices of provisions and clothing, of agricultural 
produce and of stock, are exhibited in four clivisions; the first 
area comprises the coast districts, the second those inland districts 
which have more or less direct railway communication with 
seaports, the third and fourth inland divisions. 

The wages of farm overseers and of servants, both agricultural 
and domestic, ruled higher than in 1880-79-8, and 7, but 
lower than in 1881. The rates for ordinary labourers show an 
advance on those for last year: the average rates are now for 
European overseers 4/. 8s. per mensem, with board and lodging ; 
farm servants, 2/. 10s.; and labourers 4s. 2d. per diem with 
food; for European male domestics 73s. 5d. per month with 
board and lodging, and female 26s. 9d. with ditto. The average 
rate of wages for tradesmen now is, European 11s. 6d., and 
coloured 6s. 3d.,a decrease and increase respectively of 2d. and 
id. per diem on 1881. Classifying the occupations we arrive at 
the following results for 1882, viz. :— 


een ae European Coloured 
Tradesmen. Tradesmen. 
0 Gs s. -d. 
Workers in art and mechanic 
productions - - average rate 12 Od pd. C6 “pp. a. 
Workers in dress and fibrous 
material * bs = ” 11 10 ”? 6 4 ” 
Workers in animal and vege- 
table substances - - Ke & 3t 4 Che ae 
Workers in minerals - . is-2} =; ao oo 


a ome ee a ee ere: * Ek eS CIE tate ned 
Payments to European workmen show an increase on 1880, 
1879, and 1878, the figures then were 9s. 7d., 9s., and 8s. 7d. per 
diem (average) respectively. A labourer’s cottage may be pro- 
cured for 12. 16s. per month, and a town lodging for a mechanic’s 
family costs about 3/. 14s. per month. 


Provisions and Clothing. 


Luxuries and necessaries of life are, on the whole, more 
expensive than in 1880 and 1881; in 1879 they were cheaper 
than in 1877 and 1878. Mutton is 73d., beet 7d., and pork 
1s. Ofd. a pound, which is above the average; butter shows a 
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rise of 1d. per lb. on last year; coffee, tea, salt, milk, lamp-oil, 


and brandy are disposed of on very slightly lower terms; oat- Goop Horr. 


meal, flour, sugar, rice, and raisins remain at the same figures ; 
but candles, pepper, tobacco, beer, cheese, and wine are dearer. 
Clothing for labourers is above the average of six years’ prices, 
and bedding and articles of ordinary haberdashery are more 
costly than in 1881. 

Customs returns for 1882 indicate imports under the headings 
food, drink, and clothing to the following values, viz. :—ale 
and beer, 177,203 ; butter, 73,6741; cottee, 146,7501. ; cheese, 
44,123/.; flour, 136,3032. ; lard, 12,9782. ; meat (salted and cured), 
51,6072; malt, 21,3771; rice, 42,0391; sugar (refined), 16,2112 ; 
tea, 39,920/.; apparel and slops, 633,136/.; cotton manufactures, 
618,4351; haberdashery, 808,626/.; hats, 83,708/.; leather manu- 
factures, 498,340/.; linen manufactures, 60,892/.; woollen ditto, 
394,6571. Candles to the value of 53,4761, and lamp and mineral 
oil to that of 21,6162. passed the customs. 


Land cultivated. 


The area of holdings in 1865 was 20,464,602 morgen ; in 
1875 it had reached 39,947,734 morgen, distributed as follows :— 
29,814,182 quitrent, 6,797,811 leases (Act 19, 1864), 2,873,457 
other leases, 40 outspan, and 462,241 freehold. In 1865 the 
extent cultivated was 217,692 morgen; the corresponding figures 
for 1875 are 274,413 morgen. Vine stocks were returned as 
numbering 69,910,215 in 1875, when 4,485,665 imperial gallons 
of wine and 1,067,832 of brandy and spirits were manufactured. 
According to the 1875 census the production of the various crops 
was as follows :—Wheat, 1,687,935 bushels ; barley, 447,99f; rye, 
214,260 ; oats, 937,363— 100 Ibs. weight, besides 918,494 
bushels; maize and millet, 1,113,007 bushels; peas, &c., 60,636 ; 
potatoes, 371,523 ; tobacco, 3,060,241 lbs., and dried fruits 
2,672,761 lbs. 

Agricultural Produce.—Prices of cereals fell suddenly after 
the close of 1878, when the rates had reached the highest known 
for some time, and they now show an increase on the whole on 
those for 1881, 1880, and 1879, the rates for which latter year 
were slightly in advance of those quoted for 1876. Wheat now 
sells at 10s. 93d. per bushel, 14d. over the average of seven years’ 
returns ; barley for 6s. 2d.; rye at 8s. 54d.; oats at 8s. Odd. ; 
maize, 9s. 8d. per bushel; potatoes are 7s. 0}d.; and peas and 
beans, 11s. 14d. per bushel. Taking the figures for 1882 and 
the six previous years, the following average prices have been 
computed, viz. :— Wheat, 10s. 83d. ; barley, 6s. 64d. ; rye, 7s. 4d. ; 
oats, 7s. 8d.; maize, 9s. 5d.; peas and beans, 10s. 93d.; and 
potatoes, 7s. 53d. per bushel. Wine, first quality, was 18/. per 
leaguer in 1876, 102. 17s. in 1878, 137. in 1879, 217. 3s. in 1881, 
and has now fallen in price to 172. 4s. Brandy is disposed of at 
the rate of 312. 6s. per leaguer, against 43/. 4s, last year ; in 1877 
it was as low as 171. 10s. Dried fruits cannot be bought for less 
than 83d. per lb. Importations to the following values occurred 
in 1882, viz.:—Barley, 10,183/.; maize, 31,2172; oats, 1,7171. ; 
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Pie or wheat, 240,4412; fruits (dried and green), 12,7171; spirits, 
oop Hops. 149,807/.; wine, 67,4301, 


Stock and Animal Productions. 


A comparison of the results of the two censuses gives the 
following centesimal increases and decreases in the numbers of 
live stock between 1865 and 1875, viz. :—Horses,—-9°10, mules 
and asses, + 20°71. Cattle (draught) + 69°18, other+55°68. 
Sheep (woolled) + 19°55, other—32°44. Angora goats + 
623°'07, other—5'§6. Pigs+48-°40. The number of domesticated 
ostriches had risen from 80 to 21,751, and the production of wool 
had been augmented 49°72 per cent. British Basutoland was 
included in the 1875 census, and the inhabitants thereof possessed 
35,257 horses, 217,417 cattle, 289,807 sheep, and 160,754 goats, 
Enumerations of live stock in the Transkeian districts are fairly 
complete, and 43,248 horses, 305,341 cattle, 484,443 sheep, 
187,623 goats, and 13,917 pigs have been returned as belong- 
ing to residents there, who possess 1,059 waggons, and 9,972 
ploughs. 

Prices of live stock which had been gradually rising for 
some time past are now on the decline, except in the case of 
asses, Cape, and woolled sheep and goats; animal productions 
are generally slightly cheaper than usual. Horses are now 
disposed of at from 211. 14s. to 221. 9s. per head, mules, 
211. 9s., asses 7/7. 16s., oxen and cows from 9/7. to 91, 2s. 6d. 
Slaughter sheep sell now at 12 1s. 3d. each, woolled sheep 
19s. 6d., and goats at 18s. &d, Fowls and ducks are quoted at 
4s. 44d. a couple. 


Manufactories, &c. 


When the 1875 census was taken particulars were collected 
as to the number of agricultural implements and industries. It 
will be sufficient to mention, however, that the value of such im- 
plements and machinery, imported since the beginning of 1875 
is, according to the customs returns, no less than 346,906/. Re- 
garding manufactories in the towns and villages the information 
is as yet defective. Boot works were 136 in number in 1882, 
brick ditto 179, confectionery 27, cooperage 22, guns 11, foundries 
14, iron and tin works 111, printing 64, saddlery and harness 
115, waggons and carts 334, fish-curing 50, gas 3, glass 1, boat- 
building 10. 

Mines.— The most noted are Manganese (Paar! division): Copper 
Ore (Namaqualand division): exports in 1882 19,669 tons, 
value 394,030/. Per-centage 28 at O’okiep, where output was 
15,744 tons, and 37:44 at Spectakel (output 1,874 tons in 1882). 
Coal, Wodehouse division, 1,766 tons, valued at 1,766/. raised in 
1882, at Sprigeton, Indwe, to connect which with the Eastern 
railway system advantages are held out by the Government 
under authority of the Imvani and Indwe Railway Coal Mines 
Act of 1882. Albert division: Cyphergat and Molteno mines. 
Diamonds.—The annual value of the mines in the Kimberley 
division, owned by Government and the South African Exploration 
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Company was returned as follows in 1881:—Kimberley mine, 
5,000,0001.; Old De Beer’s, 3,000,009/.; Du Toit’s Pan, 2,906,0001.; 
Bultfontein, 1,003,0002. The following is an abstract of the 
operations at the mines in the Kimberley division in 1881 :— 


1881. | Kimberley | Qld De Beer’s. | Du Toit’s Pan. | Bultfontein. 
Value - - - £5,000,000 £3,000,000 £2,906,000 £1,003,000 
Assessment - - £2,860,717 £2,063,375 Not assessed. Not assessed. 


“ ”? 20,000 p. d. hauled] 8,000 p. d. hauled 
Loads of “blue” washed | 600,000 p. a. 1,580,000 p. a. 15,000 ., washed] 7500 ,, washed 


Yielding, carats - - 900,000 300,000 Not stated. Not stated. 
Valued at - - - £1,575,000 £600,000 a a 
Loads of “ reef ” removed 1,665,258 407,482 % * 
White men employed - 700 to 850 2 1,000 1,000 
Coloured men employed 2,500 to 4,000 1,800 8,000 4,000 
Engines, number ——- 86 49 Not stated. Not stated. 
Horse-power of engines - 1,030 590 35 es 
Tramway, miles - - 12 6} > a 
Horses, mules, and oxen, 

number - - - 600 265 aS 3 
Claims - - ~ 420 610 1,453 1,003 

ates - - - | 24d.in & p. m. 1s. 5d. in £ _— 7s. p.m. per claim 
Area, acres (1882) - 8°7 9°7 81 22 


And in the subjoined tabular statement the information re- 
garding the same mines is continued and amplified :— 


1882. | Kimberley. | Old De Beer’s. |} Du Toit’s Pan. Bultfontein. 
EET OL AT TL 
No. of claims - - 420 610 1,490 1,050 
Depth of lowest worked 

claim ss - - - 400 feet 270 feet 197 feet 180 feet 
Total cubic yards of solid 
ground excavated - 6,600,000 2,800,000 5,400,000 4,500,000 


No. of individuals or firms 
holding claims - 
Ground hauled - 
Carats of diamonds 


39 33 40 35 
1,100,000 lds. p.a.}1,425,000 lds. p.a.| 15,150 lds. p.d. | 9,473 lds. p. d. 


realized - - - 1,050,000 760,625 Approximate Not stated. 

Value te - £1,575,000 £1,140,987 . “ 

white ° 418 274 

Employés coloured | - 4,000 2,000 3,235 2,685 

Tramway—tmiles % laid — as pi 41 

, oO - 9 29 

Gears—Hauling UH. Pi se oa ee 376 

é oO. = 30 

Washing f B. P.- = — 437 271 

Oo = 42 23 

Other (H.P.- 217 137 256 151 


RmeiasaeeA cL e where lee Bete ak. 2 a ANID Olen (ole ool" See 

At diggings on the Vaal river, from Hebron to Delport’s Hope, 
about 450 men are at work. The revenue from diggers’ licenses 
issued in 1882 in Barkly division, was, owing to abandonment of 
claims by the river companies, and cessation of work at Newlands 
No. 1 and Victoria, only 3,3270. 

The gross weight (avoirdupois) of diamonds, contained in 
packages, which passed through the post office at Kimberley 
during the last five years is as follows :— 


Ibs. oz. £ 
1876 - - 773 15 estimated value 1,807,532 
1877 - - 903 15 =§ 2,112,427 
1878 - - 1,150 O Pa 2,672,744 
1879 - - 1,174 4 * 2,846,631 
*1880 - - 1,440 12 ss 3,367,897 


* 1881: 1,501 lbs. weight, 2,331,840 carats. 
1882: 1,666 of 2,602,880 __—,, 
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Fisheries.—261 boats and upwards of 1,400 persons are 
engaged in connexion with the sea fisheries on the coast of the 
Colony. Quantity and value of salted or cured fish exported in 
1882 was respectively 4,066,787 lbs, (weight) and 26,3341. value. 

There are large salt pans in the following divisions :—Simon’s 
Town (produce 7,000 bushels), Malmesbury (1,500 tons per 
annum), Clanwilliam (2,000 bushels), Piquetberg (40,000 sacks), 
Calvinia, Fraserburg, Bredasdorp (6,000 muids), Riversdale 
(60,000 lbs.), Uitenhage (15,000 bags), Cradock (4,000 muids from 
one pan), Herbert (annual yield about 30,000 muids). 

Mineral springs abound and are well resorted to. Accommo- 
dation for invalids is as a rule indifferent, 


Lands Granted and Sold. 


The extent of acres granted during 1882 was 552,860 
against 228,465 in 1881, and sold 2,136,744 against 2,907,802, 
The area of the Colony approximating 131,711,600 acres, 
80,636,541 of which have been disposed of, there are 51,075,059 
acres still ungranted. In 1882 there were 986 cases disposed of 
under the land laws, the number settled by purchase being 540, 
and the purchase amount 49,8117, and by grant 446, the annual 
quitrent being 9,956/. The corresponding figures for 1881 were 
respectively 859; 708, 63,7072; 151, 11,5371 The majority 
of grants were in the class “under 50” morgen of ground, the 
number actually being 565, representing 2,171 morgen of land; 
390 were over 250 morgen, while 31 were between 50 and 250 
morgen, The number of transactions, more than half of which 
can be accounted for in six divisions, was highest (111) in East 
Griqualand, and the extent dealt with (166,141 morgen) greatest 
in Carnarvon division. In 11 divisions there were no operations 
in 1882. 

Banks, 

The amount of coin in circulation and hoarded appears 
to be about 5,539,338/.; this is estimated from the balance of 
imports over exports since 1825, and the sum in banks’ coffers 
on 31st December 1882, The number of banking institutions 
in operation at the close of 1882 was 10, the nominal capital of 
which totalled to 6,388,930, and paid up 2,032,245/, Shares 
numbered 123,018; the reserve fund stood at 801,406/, and the 
note circulation (31st December) at 942,2087. 

Assets and Liabilities—-The total transactions for the six 
months ended 3lst December 1882, viz., 16,102,849/., show an 
increase on the corresponding periods of other years except 
1881. Comparing the statements for the last half of each year 
since and including 1875, it will be seen that the amount of coin 
in the coffers was highest in 1881 (1,717,1242), drafts on Trea- 
sury highest in 1880 (71,4092.), notes and cheques in 1881, 
balances in other banks in 1879 (3,868,160/,), value of buildings 
in 1882, bills and notes under discount in 1881 (10,536,1142, z.e., 
1,058,012/. more than in 1882, the next highest), bills and notes 
overdue and unpaid in 1882, accounts overdrawn in 1876, and 
other debts in 1882 (2,070,086/.), As regards liabilities, capital 
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paid up stood at the maximum in 1881; reserve fund which had 
steadily risen from 180,160J. in 1875 to 244,889/. in 1879, fell in 
1880 to 107,682/, rose to 191,274/. in 1881 and 196,4062, in 
1882; notes circulated on 31st December show a decrease of 
315,278]. on 1881, the maximum yet reached; post bills were 
largest in amount in 1876, fixed deposits having grown from 
2,379,7431. in 1875 to 5,719,004d. in 1881, diminished to 
5,293,4471.; floating deposits are 637,166/. smaller than in 1881 ; 
balances in other banks were highest in 1881, interest was so in 
1879, bills payable in 1881, and profit and loss in 1876. 

Government Savings Bank.—On the 31st December 1881, 
1,420 depositors had 21,485/. (capital and interest) to their credit, 
and in December 1882 there were 1,729 depositors with 24,0381. 
of capital, and 6271. of interest due; the corresponding figures 
for 1880 show 1,282 depositors, with 20,086/. of capital and 
5481. of interest due. During 1882 649 accounts were opened 
and 16,4141. paid in, and 340 closed, and 13,861/. withdrawn ; 
the amount of interest paid was 100/. 

In the Cape of Good Hope Savings Bank the receipts from 
depositors amounted in 1882 to 123,416/., and the repayments 
to 115,175/.; interest was allotted on open accounts to the 
extent of 11,1702, besides 9072. on accounts closed. Thesum to 
the credit of depositors was 276,952/, an increase of 20,1432. 
on 1881. Accounts to the number of 1,512 were opened and 
1,198 were closed; the total number open in December 1882 
was 5,845. At Graham’s Town and King William’s Town are 
also savings banks. In the first-named 2,158 depositors had 
15,1682 to their credit, 12,7327. was deposited, and 12,8881. 
withdrawn, and in the second to 1,341 individuals 28,5322. was 
due, and 17,482/. was deposited, and 19,214/. withdrawn, Returns 
have been rendered by a similar institution at Kimberley (570 
depositors, 23,1162. to credit, 49,9162 deposited, 52,551/, with- 
drawn). There is now no savings bank at Du Toit’s Pan. 


Population. 


The last census was taken in March, 1875, and the popu- 
lation of the Colony was returned as follows:—European or 
white 236,783, Malay 10,817, Hottentot 98,561, Fingo 73,506, 
Kafir and Betshuana 214,133, mixed and other 87,184. or 720,984 
’ jn all, of which 369,628 are males, and 351,356 females.* 

By adding to that of the Colony, as it existed in 1865, the 
population of British Kaffraria (since annexed) the true increase 
in the decade is obtained, it is as follows :— 

Number - 138,402. European or white 47,008. Coloured- 91,394. 
Per cent. - 23°756. *f Pe 24°770. <3 23° 2967. 
To every 100 males of the total population there were 95-06 
females. According to race, there were to 100 males, amongst 
Europeans, 91:09 females, amongst coloured 97:06 females. In 
1875 there were to the square mile 3°60 persons, of whom 
1:18 were white and 2°42 coloured. The number of inhabited 


De SS ee ee 
* For population of remainder of Colony (Griqualand West and East) see 
paragraphs 43 and 44. 
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dwelllings was 55,212, exclusive of 76,022 inhabited huts and 
tents, and the number of persons to an inhabited dwelling 
is 5°49, Under 15 years of age there were 314,516 persons; 
between 15 and 55, 352,399; from 55 and upwards 43,000; and 
11,069 were of unspecified age. In regard to education 62°35 per 
cent. whites and 6°17 coloured could read and write, and 3°93 
per cent. white and 4°08 coloured read only. 

Conjugal Condition 1. Regular Marriages. — There were 
among European or whites 36,044 husbands and 34,777 wives, 
with 2,124 widowers and 4,817 widows. Bachelors (20 years 
and upwards) numbered 20,446, and spinsters (15 and upwards) 
21,367. 2. Irregular Marriages.—To 55,768 wives there were 
50,375 husbands, with 1,299 widowers and 8,179 widows. 

About 4,228 marriages are contracted annually, the number in 
1877 being 3,778; in 1878, 3,721; in 1879, 4,248; in 1880, 
4,542 ; and in 1881, 4,851. 

Religions—The number of persons belonging to the principal 
creeds is :— 


—_— European or White. Coloured. 
Protestants - - - - 225,126 139,963 
Catholics - - = - 8,666 1,001 
Jews - - - - - 538 -— 
Mahommedans - - = - 18 11,196 
Others - - - - - 15 8 


2,237 European or white were of no religion, as were 331,810 
coloured, and 406 refused to state their religious beliefs. 

Birth-places.—Of the European or white population, 204,529 
were born in British possessions in Africa, and 1,334 in other 
African States. 22,032 persons had come from Great Britain, 
and 749 from other British possessions; 131 were born at sea, 
Of 848 the birth-places were unknown or unstated. In France 
239 were born; in Germany, 4,685 ; in Holland, 879; in Norway, 
Sweden and Denmark, 421; in United States of America, 264. 
From British possessions in Africa (outside the Colony), 1,066 
persons had come. 

Infirmities—As regards race, the largest proportion of the 
infirm occurs among Malays; of blind among Fingos ; of idiotic, 
males among Malays, females among Fingoes ; of lunatics, males 
among mixed and other, females among Hottentots. ‘The number 
of European or white infirm under 15 years of age is greater in 
proportion to the population than it is in the coloured races ; and at 
higher ages the proportion is reversed only in blind and idiotic. 
Thetotal number of infirm in 1875 was 2,627, exclusive of 52 lepers. 

Occupations.—The professional class comprise 7,916 persons, or 
1°098 per cent. of the total population; domestic, 83,266, or 
11 °549 per cent. ; commercial, 13,317, or 1° 847; agricultural, 
209,136, or 29° 007; industrial, 24,279, or 3° 367 ; indefinite and 
non-productive, 383,070, or 53° 132 per cent. 

Basutoland—In 1875, there were only 469 European or white 
persons among the 128,176 inhabitants of the territory. 
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Transkei—The total population was returned as follows in 
1879, viz :— 


— | Males. | Females. Total. 
Griqualand East - - - 37,758 40,594 78,352 
Tembuland - - - - 47,631 50,899 98,530 
Transkei - =. - 39,620 44,405 84,025 
125,009 135,898 260,907 


Griqualand West.——The census of Griqualand West was taken 
in 1877, and gave the following results:— European, males, 
7,384 ; females, 4,990; all others, males, 20,360; females, 12,543; 
in all, 45,277. 


Gaols. 


During the year 1882 the names of 3,310 persons (of whom 
3,567 were females), were registered in the prison records ; 13,513 
of these were Christians, 2 Jews, 21,456 pagans, and 339 Mahome- 
dans. In 1881, 25,460 males and 2,932 females were in custody ; 
in 1880, 18,854 males and 2,521 females; in 1879, 17,606 males 
and 2,563 females; in 1878, 23,280 males and 2,890 females; 
in 1877, 16,580 males and 2,539 females; in 1876, 13,534 males 
and 2,124 females. Dividing the prisoners (1882) into two 
classes, white and coloured, it appears that there were 75 white 
and 822 black under, and 5,669 whites, and 28,744 blacks over, 
18 years of age; of the whites it is reported that all but 128 
could read; of the coloured, only 4,170 were able to do so. 
4,969—4,099 males, and 870 females, or 14:07 per cent. against 
10°71 per cent. in 1881, 13:707 per cent. in 1880, and 12-96 
per cent. in 1879, of the prisoners had been committed before; 
2,698 once, 1,147 twice, and 1,124 three times or more. On 805 
occasions, compared with 703 in 1881, punishments were inflicted 
for offences within the prison walls. Cases of sickness numbered 
2,182, of which 72 resulted fatally. There were 189 escapes from 
prison. In gaols in Basutoland and unannexed Transkei and 
Tembuland (now returned for the first time) 565 coloured, 51 
white male, and 3 female black persons were kept in confinement 
at one time or another in 1882, and of these individuals 68 pro- 
fessed the Christian religion, 549 were pagans, and 2 Mahome- 
dans. In yuarding and attending on the prisoners in the Colony, 
236 persons are employed, besides these, the constabulary (including 
the new Cape police force) consists of 1,506 officers and men, an 
increase of 486 on figures for 1881. Beef is higher in price than 
in 1881 and previous years; brown bread is dearer and white 
slightly cheaper than of late ; mutton, rice, and salt have not varied 
in cost. ‘laking the particulars given for the last seven years, it 
appears that the average price of beef is 6d., and mutton 6d., and 
brown bread 33d. alb. ‘I'he Colonial expenditure in 1881-82 on 
‘ Police and Gaols” amounted to 107,510. for establishments 


and contingent expenses, and 70,229/. for services exclusive of 


establishments. 
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= Cae - Education, 


ro On education the State expenditure during 1880-81 is 
returned as having been 82,9531, compared with 88,8232. in 
1881-82— establishments costing respectively 2,562/. and 2,636/.; 
exclusive of ditto, 71,3382, and 73,992/.; Transkeian territories, 
5,281. and 10,311/.; pupil teachers’ fund, 2672 and 253/.; 
Basutoland establishments, 6507. and 351/.; exclusive of ditto, 
1,6712, and 1,2797. The total payments are 5,870/. in excess of 
those in 1880-81, and 9,175/. of those in 1879-80, and 18,7411. 
more than in 1878-79. Public schools are 252 in number; 
mission ditto, 396; boarding, 61; industrial, training, and day 
schools (native), 223 ; Basutoland ditto, 24; normal schools, 4 ; in 
all 960 (an increase of 22 on 1880-81, of 47 on 1879-80, and 
of 117 on 1878-79); having 75,314 children on the books, and 
37,316 in average daily attendance. 741 male and 706 female 
teachers were employed in the schools in 1881-82. There are 
also 4 colleges and institutions for higher and professional edu- 
cation ip receipt of aid under the Education vote, whereat there 
attend 211 students for the matriculation course, 43 for B.A., and 
20 for the survey examination. In the period 1873 to July, 1882, 
1,011 certificates have been issued, after examination, to teachers 
and candidates for educational employment. The 661 schools 
inspected in 1881-82 had 43,874 names on the roll, and 32,338 
children were present on the occasion of the inspector’s visit. 
Deputy inspectors ‘were first appointed in 1872, and since that 
date 5,234 schools have been seen, in which 251,869 boys and 
girls were present out of 356,715 on the books. The present 
educational system is subject to the provisions of Act No. 13 of 
1865, and since that year the State expenditure has amounted 
to 734,612/., and the local outlay to 835,165/.; schools and colleges 
have grown in number from 392 to 964, and scholars on the list 
from 32,875 to 75,588. Fees in public scheols average—Class L., 
10s. 8d: per month; Class II., 7s. 4d.; Class III., 4s.; in mission 
ditto, ls. 7d. 


University. 


Under Act No. 16 of 1878 was incorporated the University 
of the Cape of Good Hope, which has since been granted 
Royal Letters Patent, bearing date August 8th 1877. Under- 
graduates: candidates to the number of 823 have been examined ; 
of these, 373 passed, and 127 did so with honours, Graduates : 
candidates presenting themselves for examination were 134 in 
number; 86 of these passed; 7 as M.A., 7 as LL.B., and 72 as 
B.A. To ad eundem degrees 136 gentlemen have been admitted ; 
46 certificates of proficiency in law, and 54 of proficiency in land 
surveying have been granted. At the school examinations in ele- 
mentary subjects 1,975 persons were present, and 520 passed in 
the first class, and 817 in the second; 109 persons attended the 
honours examination which was first instituted in 1880, and 70 of 
these satisfied the examiners. 


HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 233 


Ecclesiastical. 


To the congregations of the different religious denomina- 
tions there belong 344,920 persons, 195,395 being classed as 
whites and 149,925 as coloured; an increase of 17,408 on 1881, 
and of 20,384 on 1880. Comparing the returns for 1881 and 
1882, it will be noticed that the number of ministers has casually 
increased from 350 to 414; the receipts from Government, owing 
to lapse of grants, have fallen off by 6802, while the incomings 
from the congregation, &c. have risen from 69,3981. to 75,1311, 
but contributions, exclusive of ministers’ support, are less by 
7,674/.; main stations are more numerous by 30, and out-stations 
remain unchanged in numbers. The average attendance is now 
128,505 persons, a great improvement on previous figures, in 
buildings capable of holding 217,047 ; communicants now number 
101,708, a slight decrease. Every week 3,076 services are held. 
At 791 evening and Sunday schools 41,732 children and others 
attend. Births (or baptisms), marriages, and deaths (or funerals), 
numbered in 1882 respectively 14,978, 3,164, and 4,023; in 
1881 the figures were 12,860, 3,110, and 2,948; and in 1880, 
12,638, 2,823, and 3,227. Of the total number of adherents, in 
1882, the Dutch Church had 41°18 per cent.; Wesleyan, 14°29; 
the English Church, 14°74; Congregationalists and London Mis- 
sionary Society, 10°84; Rhenish Mission, 3°81 ; Moravians, 2°92; 
-Roman Catholics, 2°99; Presbyterians, 3°17; Berlin Mission, 
1-72; Dutch Dissenters, 1:12; Evangelical Lutherans, 1:12; 
German Baptist, -84: English ditto, +71; Free Evangelican, 
‘24; French Reformed :21; and United Protestant Church -10. 
Partial returns of the three Hebrew churches have for the first 
time been rendered. In Basutoland three religious bodies were 
at work in 1882. The number of adherents was 11,574 (152 
whites) ; contributions amounted to 1,450/.; communicants were 
2,802 in number, and weekly services 416. Births, marriages, and 
deaths in 1882 were as follows: 244, 84, and 28. Every week 
200 services are devoted to benefit of the 14,711 (1,574 being 
white) adherents of the Wesleyan, English, and Moravian churches 
in Tembuland, where there are 11 main, 83 out-stations, and 
2,453 communicants, and the number during last year of baptisms, 
marriages, and funerals was respectively 682, 61, 16. 


Hospitals. 


At the beginning of 1882, there were 679 patients in the 
several Colonial hospitals, and during the year 5,284 new cases 
were admitted. To attend upon these 5,963 persons, 80 nurses 
and 52 other servants were employed. Of patients discharged, 
2,964 were cured, 592 relieved, 116 not improved,* but as to 727 
it was impossible to state what benefit was derived from treatment, 
no details being obtainable. The number of deaths was 723 in 
Te Note LT Lk RRR EE Ns ms St | Ea BY Pl Set i ey 

* If Port Elizabeth Provincial hospital returns, which are defective, are excluded, 


the following percentages can be obtained, viz.: cured 58°21, relieved 11°62, not 
relieved 2°28, 
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1882; it was 500 in 1881 in 4,705 cases; and 378 in 1880 in 
3,861 cases ; in 1879, 334 in 3,788 cases ; in 1878, 413 in 4,176 
cases; and in 1877, 285 in 3,670 cases. Area: Considerable 
variety is observable in the accommodation for patients afforded 
by the apartments set apart for their use. At the Graham’s 
Town infirmary, chronic sick ward No. 1 is 64 feet long (64 
feet x 143 x 13) while at the old Somerset hospital the male chronic 
ward No. 4 has a length of only 7 feet (7x 17°0x14°8). The 
greatest breadth is to be found in the chronic sick wards, Pro- 
vincial hospital, which are 32 x 32°10 x 13°10, and the least in 
one of the Old hospital seclusion rooms 6:2x18°6x14. No 
ward is higher than 25 feet (25 x 22 x 22) and none lower than 
9 feet (9x 14x 9)—examples of these styles are to be had 
respectively at the King William’s Town and Queen’s ‘lown 
Frontier hospitals. 20 beds are placed in the Kafir ward of the 
Kimberley Free hospital, but the strong rooms at the Old hospital 
and elsewhere will only admit one stretcher. The amount of 
cubic space available for each patient fluctuates between 373 in 
the strong rooms for lunatics at the last named institution and 
4,045 in the pauper wards at the Robben Island infirmary, and 
the area in square feet of windows and ventilating openings varies 
from 1 foot 6 inches to 205 feet. Diseases: in the hospitals,* 
infirmaries, and asylums, 6,336 cases were treated in 1882, of 
these, 745 resulted fatally. These figures show an increase of 
1,107 cases (21°97 per cent.) and 211 deaths (40°34 per cent.) 
as compared with the 1881 returns for the same institutions. The 
disease table may be arranged as follows :— 


Infirmary and Asylums: Old 
Somerset Hospital, Robben * 


Hospitals. Island, and Graham’s Town 
Asylum, 
boi 1882. 1881. 1882, 1881. 
Cases. | Deaths.| Cases, | Deaths.| Cases. | Deaths.| Cases. | Deaths, 
| 

General diseases* - - | 1,677 162 | 1,229 115 170 19 185 27 
Local* - - - | 2,205 286 | 1,631 170 720 75 721 val 
Conditions (debility) - 134 9 74 11 56 27 57 28 
Poisons - - - 177 11 168 11 10 — 7 ~ 
Injuries . - - | 1,029 126 752 47 3 1 6 — 
Malingering - - 28 - 36 _ — — iT a, 
Malformation . - _ 2 — = ae 2 2 
Moribund - - - 28 26 36 36 _ eae ran on} 
Destitute and other - 15 3 50 6 84 _ 82 T| 


PD Ee Dre ee ee ee he I ER Ae 
* Per-centages of deaths in General Diseases, Sub-division e - eae p.c, (in 1882). 


» ” 


Local Diseases - - - 12°34 * 


” ” 
” ” 


LL LL 
* Free hospital, East London, and Bark y West Convalescent Home, included for 
the first time. 


HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 235 


The death rate in the hospitals is, therefore, 11°77 per cent., (or, 
excluding the moribunds, 11°34 per cent.,) and in the infirmaries 
and asylums only 11°70 per cent.; corresponding figures for 1881 
were respectively 9°95, 9°13, and 12-0 per cent., for 1880, 8°49 
8°20, and 12° 23 per cent., and 1879 7°98, 7°21 and 10°77 per 
cent. Average rate of mortality in 1882 was 11°76; in 1881, 
10°38; in 1880, 9°4; in 1879, 8°63; 1878, 9°647; and 1877, 
8°370 per cent. 

The two Lunatic Asylums at the beginning of 1882 had 
294 inmates, and during the year 50 persons were admitted (9 
being females). Of the 344 patients, upon whom 52 persons 
attended, 19 were cured, and 4 relieved; the deaths numbered 
22. At Robben, Island there are 79 rooms, the gross cubic space 
thereof being 189,186 feet, and the average amount of cubic 
space available for each patient, 491 feet. For the Graham’s 
Town Asylum the corresponding figures are respectively 19, 116, 
433, and 661. 

Revenue and Expenditure.—On referring to the appropria- 
tion accounts, 1881-82, it will be observed that the expenditure 
on the Somerset Hospital was 8,445/.; Old ditto, 6,830/.; Robben 
Island, 18,4312; King William’s Town, 4,176/.; Graham’s Town 
Asylum and Infirmary, 6,293/.; Kimberley hospital, 9,4192.; 
other hospitals &c., 19,6431. The revenue of the *seven aided 
institutions for 1882 was 44,604/., (30,945/. being receipts from 
Government), and the expenditure, 42,7651. 

Touching all Charitable Institutions throughout the Colony 
it may be mentioned that the inmates in January 1882 numbered 
1,319; 7,343 were admitted during the year; 6,262 persons were 
discharged, and 845 died. 

District Surgeons treated 5,201 persons in 1882, 141 of whom 
died ; the details on this subject are as follows, viz. :— 


1882. 
Cases. | Deaths. | Cases. | Deaths. 

; A 807 22 419 22 
General diseases - - -{ B 1,360 46 1,617 32 
Local diseases - ” = - | 2,216 59 2,456 59 
Conditions - - - = - 87 21 59 5. 
Poisons - - - - 7 104 5 92 4 
Injuries - - - . - 441 16 506 18 
Malingering - - - - 52 0 48 0 
Malformation - + - - i 0 2 8) 
Moribund - - - - - 2 2 2 1 


Cases in 1879 numbered 1,625; in 1880, 2,208; in the former 
year 112 deaths happened ; in the latter, 73. 

Belonging to 94 friendly societies there were at the end 
of 1882, 10,520 members, or 864 more than were connected with 


* Including Kimberley hospital, which became an aided one before close of finan- 
cial year 1881-1882. 
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the 83 institutions in existence in the previous year. According 
to the returns submitted by the different magistrates, 542 indoor, 
and 567 outdoor, paupers obtained Government assistance in 
1882. 

A system of registration of deaths is carried out at Kim- 
berley and Du Toit’s Pan, and the mortality returns, whicn 
include deaths in hospital, supply the following items of informa- 
tion in regard to the year 1882, viz., total number of deaths 1,993, 
354 among European adults and 207 among children; 1,260 of 
native adults and 172 of children, an increase of 890, chiefly made 
up as follows:—133 male adult whites, 687 male adult black, 
and 54 coloured children, on the returns for 1881. 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, Cape Town, 
Cape of Good Hope, 16th June 1883. 


ST. HELENA. 


No. 22. 
Governor Janiscu, C.M.G., to the Right Hon. the Earu or 
DERBY. 
My Lorp, St. Helena, March 19, 1883. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit the Blue Book for the 


year 1882. 
2. The returns show a revenue of 11,500/. 14s. 2d, and an 


expenditure of 11,2124. 7s, 3d., in which is included 1,000/. for 
redemption of debentures. 

3. The revenue, although sufficient to cover the expenditure, 
falls short of the amount estimated, and is a decrease on the 
amount received in 1881, 12,4252 16s. 7d. The decrease is 
mainly in the Customs receipts, and arises partly from the 
abolition of the tonnage fee, which formerly yielded an amount 
estimated at 1,200/. per annum. ‘To replace the revenue derived 
from tonnage fees, on the peition of the inhabitants, certain 
alterations were made in the Customs Tariff, but from dullness 
of irade those alterations have not yielded as much as was 
expected, and there has also been a diminution in the wharfage 
receipts. 

4, There is a growing tendency to decline in the shipping trade 
at this port, the true causes of which arise from the great changes 
in the lines of trade since the opening of the Suez Canal, and the 
large and increasing extent to which sailing vessels are being 
steadily replaced by steamers in all of the lines of trade. With 
these a third cause has been often and much insisted on by the 
shipping agents here, viz., the effect of the tonnage fee in drivitng 
vessels from the port. The result which has followed on the 
abolition of the fee goes far to prove the correctness of the 
opposite opinion held by many others that the small charge of one 
penny per ton for support of the hospital and gaol had on 
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appreciable effect on vessels which really required supplies, and 
that either its abolition or retention would produce little or no 
change in the number of calling vessels. 

5. Still the abolition of this charge is not to be regretted as it 
removes a sense of grievance from the minds of those who are 
connected with the shipping trade at this island, and as it has 
completely effaced the idea that the decline in the business of the 
port was in some degree attributable to the Government imposi- 
tion of an injurious tax on shipping. 

6. By careful reductions and economy, the expenditure has 
been brought down to 11,2121. 7s. 3d. This amount includes the 
annual payment of 1,000/. for redemption of debentures, leaving 
the nett current expenditure for the service of the year, 
10,2121. 7s. 3d. 


7. This is a decrease on the expenditure of 1881 of 


1,688/. 12s. 3d. The difference will be found partly under the 
head of pensions, arrears having been paid in 1881 to the Cape 
Government for advances to pensioners in that Colony, and partly 
under the head of public works and buildings owing to a special 
expenditure in 1881 for repairs‘of damages caused by a flood in 
James Town culvert, and injuries to the wharf from heavy rollers. 
The only special expenditure in 1882 was a sum of 2001. 4s. 4d. 
for repairs of Plantation House roof, incurred under special 
authority. 

8. The debt on debentures has been further diminished by the 
payment of the annual instalment of 1,000/, leaving now 8,7 
outstanding. 

9. Establishments—The only change under this head has 
been the appointment of Dr. Spencer Watson to the office of 
Colonial Surgeon in place of Dr. Bertram Janisch, whose death 
occurred on the 8th July 1882. 

10. Pensions——This list has been reduced by the death of James 
Sefton, a pensioner at 57/. 4s, 6d. per annum, and increased by 
the grant of pensions to Alfred McPike, a hospital servant at 
19. 3s, 3d, and to Richard Price of the Customs department at 
26/1. 6s. 6d. The total of the list is now 1,8052 16s. 8d. per 
annum. 

11.—Foreign Consuls—Mr. James McKnight has succeeded 
Mr. Crouch as Consul for the United States, and Mr, Charles 
Carrol appointed Vice-Consul. 

12. Shipping.—497 vessels have called at the port during 1882, 
classed as follows: 16 vessels of war, 45 steamers, 403 merchant 
ships, 83 whalers; or, according to nationality, as follows: 
Americans, 52; Austrian, 7; Belgian, 2; Brazilian, 1; British, 
285; Danish, 3; Dutch, 19; French, 25; German, 20; Italian, 
23; Norwegian, 20; Russian, 8; Spanish, 2, and Swedish 30. 

The total tonnage (exclusive of ships of war) 409,400. 

The number of vessels in 1881 was 525. 

13. The imports amount to 52,2817. against 53,1697. in 1881, 
and the exports to 1,543/, against 2,675/. in 1881. This does not 
include transhipments of oil at the port from the whale fishery, 
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amounting to 30,9302. against 27,6802. in 1881, and also a tran- 
shipment of ivory and feathers from Walfisch Bay, amounting to 


~11,0002. 


14. Hospitals and Asylums.—The admissions to the hospital 
amount to 72, being the smallest number hitherto recorded. The 
decrease is mainly in consequence of the alteration in the mode 
of admitting seamen. So long as the tonnage fee was paid by the 
shipping, seamen were admitted to hospital free of all charge, and 
no doubt undue advantage was taken of this, and seamen often 
obtained admission for trivial or pretended diseases in order to 
escape from their ships. The temptation to this abuse has 
disappeared, as they are now chargeable for the expense of their 
diet at the rate of 3s. a day. 

15. The Lunatic Asylum.—There are now only two patients 
in the Asylum. During the year one death occurred of an aged 
patient, 72 years old, from softening of the brain. At the close 
of the year the new buildings for a Poor House and Lunatic 
Asylum in James Town were completed, and the lunatics have 
since been removed from the former distant asylum in Sandy 
Bay, bringing them under constant medical inspection and easy 
supervision by the authorities. This alteration has been often 
attempted during the last 30 years, but insuperable objections 
have been raised from time to time on the score of expense, and 
the difficulty of obtaining a more suitable position at a reasonable 
cost. The new buildings are commodious and well situated for 
their purpose, and the purchase and construction of the buildings 
has been promoted by a loan of 8002. from the Colonial Treasury, 
repayable by easy instalments. 

16. Criminal Statistics——The number of convictions has for 
some years been steadily decreasing. Only 48 prisoners in all 
have been committed to gaol in 1882; the total number of con- 
victions being 103, of which 99 were police cases, and four in 
the Supreme Qourt for indictable offences. None of the cases 
have been of a serious character and the imprisonment awarded 
has in no instance exceeded three months. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) Hunn. R. Janiscn. 
The Right Hon. 
The Earl of Derby, 
&e. &e 
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LAGOS. 


No. 23. 


Governor Sir S. Rowg, K.C.M.G., to the Right Hon. the Earu 
oF Drrsy. 


Government House, Lagos, 
My Lorp, June 16, 1883. 
I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship the Blue 

Book of the settlement of Lagos for the year 1882, and a report 
on it by Mr. Frederick Evans, C.M.G., who is acting as Colonial 
Secretary. I am much indebted to Mr. Evans for his patience 
and perseverance in its preparation. Without his help I should 
not have been able to forward this document to your Lordship at 
the present time. 

2. It is satisfactory that the expenditure for the year has not 
exceeded the receipts. 


£ 
Receipts being - - - - 44,636 
Expenditure - = - - 44,039 


3. According to the report (page 14, paragraphs 19, 20), the 
total number of inhabitants in Lagos and surrounding districts is 
75,270; of these 37,665 are males, and 37,605 females, 16,055 
children. The number seems to me to be out of proportion. 

4. Persons, however, with whom I have conversed on this 
matter say that from their own general knowledge they believe 
it to be accurate. 


I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) SamuEt Rows, 
The Earl of Derby, Governor. 
&e. &e. 
SIR, Lagos, June 11, 1883. 


I Have the honour to transmit the following report on 
the Blue Book of Lagos for the year 1882. 


Revenue and Expenditure, 


1, The revenue for 1882 was 44,6361. 4s. 9d. 

2. Of this amount 38,1887. 13s. 4d. was furnished by customs. 

3. The revenue was 2,214/, 12s. 1d. in excess of that for 1881, 
which amounted to 42,4211. 12s. 8d. 
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4, The excess is due to increased receipts under the head of 


Customs. 


5. The expenditure for 1882 was 44,0391. 2s. 


5971. 1s. 10d. less than the revenue. 


6. The following 


lld. -or 


tables show the revenue and expenditure 


under the several heads of receipts and disbursements for the years 
1881 and 1882. 


Revenue. 
Head of Cause of Increase 
Receipt. | 1881. | 1882. Increase. | Decrease. | or Decreases. 
£8. ad. £ vad. twee a ida -& “ard 

Customs - - 185,946 18 6 |38,188 18 4 | 2,241 14 10 _- Principally under cotton 
g00ds, 

Sale of Govern- 8315 4 12117 8 88 111 _ 

ment property. 

Land sales- - 1310 0 27 0 0 1810 0 - 

Land revenue - 12 0 0 3 0 0 _ 900 ; 

Postage - -| $12 710] 384718 0] 38510 2 _ Increase in the share of 
ocean postage, owing 
to more  correspon- 
dence, 

Rentexland +] 20811 4] 20711 8 == 1 0 1} Casual. : 

Licenses - -] 1,707 10 0] 1,892 0 0 - $15 10 0 | Liquor, auction, and boat 
and. canoe licenses fell 
off, principally liquor, 
2771. 10s. 

Fees of office - 418 3 6 4389 16 9 218 8 _- Greater demand for 
Customs’ officers at 
rivate wharves and 
onded stores. 

Fines for.and fees} 79014 7 662 14 8 _ 127 19 11 | Decrease in amount of 
probate fees received. 

Miscellaneous -| 2,157 3 9] 2,987 111] 77918 2 ~ Principally under whar- 

Reimbursement - 763 7 10 271 10 10 — 491 17 0 | Principally under repay- 
ment of advances. 

Government ves- _ — —_ _ 
sels. 

Special receipts - 1210 0 1110 0 _ , 

Surcharges re- —_ 2510 9 2510 9 _ Error in account. 
covered. 

Total - | 42,421 12 8 |44,686 4 91816019 1{ 946 7 0 
Expenditure. 
Head of Cause of Increase 
Expenditure. | 1881. | 1882. Increase. | Decrease. | or Decrease. 
(et Fa £ esd. £ 8s. d. £ ad. 

Establishments - | 26,140 9 5 |29,123 12 0/2,9838 2 7 — Arrears of 1881, salaries 
under various depart- 
ments. 

Civil Service, ex-} 10,510 11 4] 6,855 5 0 _ 3,655 6 4] Balance of unexpended 
clusive of esta- votes, rincipally 
blishments. under public works 

Lee. 15s. 5d.), and 
overnment vessels. 
(6002. 19s. 8d.). 

Judicial + . 43 8 6 107 4 6 63816 0 _ More expenses incurred 
for Crown witnesses 
and inquests. 

Pensions -| 1,862 10 0] 1,344 9 0 _ 18 1 0] Casual. ; 

Charitable —al- 30 5 6 8 5 0 = 27 0 6] Less. application for 
lowances. relief. 

Ecclesiastical -| 186 5 3 29.7 7 a 156 17 8 eo salary of the 

ishop. 

Education « 688 13 7 684 10 0 - 4 3 7} Casual. 

Rent - - 5516 8 64 6 8 810 0 = Arrears of 1881. 

Transport -| 1,222 8 8 762 9 4 _ 459 18 11] Less travelling allow- 
ances and passages of 
officers, &c. 

Interest - - 159 8 5 - ~ 159 8 5| No swore under 


this head, 
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Fronds of | 1881. | 1882. Increase. | Decrease. rea maa : ge 
Miscellaneous -| 2,487°0 8] 1,544 17 10 _ 942 2 5| There being no large 
payments made, such 
as purchase of Banner 
ee property 
Aborigines -| 1,810 610] 1,887 311 O07 1 — Increase under mainten- 
ance of Chiefs and 
messengers. 
Drawbacks -| 1,814141 | 2,18212 1] 86717 8 _ More duty-paid goods 
exported to Porto 
Novo and beyond the - 
seas, 
Liabilities - _ _ we -_ Nil. 
Total - 145,461 18 10 {44,089 211 |4,000 2 11 |5,422 13 10 


Debt. 
7. There is no public debt. 


Credit. 


8. There was to the credit of the Settlement on the 3lst 
December 1882 a balance of 26,3137. 6s. 8d., composed as 
follows :— 


£7 a et 

In the local Treasury - - a 187 ~3; 9 
In the hands of the Crown Agents - 4,402 13 1 
Remittances in transit to Crown Agents 975 0 0 
Invested in 3 per cent. Consols - 20,000 0 0 
Advances due to Lagos - - 189 13 2 
26,754 12 0 

Less deposits for which Lagos is liable 441 5 4 
8 


26,313 6 


Public Works, 


9. The expenditure in 1882 on this service (exclusive of fixed 
salaries) was 2,503/. as against 4,653/. in 1881. 

10. In addition to the current repairs to public buildings, 
roads, streets, and bridges, &c., the principal works undertaken 
were the completion of Isale Gangan bridge, and the addition of 
64 yards to the Marina embankment, on which the sums of 
3917. 17s. 8d. and 484/, 13s. 4d. were expended respectively. 


Legislation. 

11. During the year 13 Ordinances were passed by the Governor 
and the Legislative Council of the Gold Coast Colony, of which 
the following are the principal ones particularly affecting Lagos, 
v1Z, :— 

No. 4.—An Ordinance for the promotion and assistance of 
Education in the Gold Coast Colony. 

R 7879. 
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No. 9—An Ordinance to amend an Ordinance intituled “ An 
“ Ordinance for the promotion and assistance of Education in 
* the Gold Coast Colony.” 

No. 12.—An Ordinance to amend an Ordinance intituled 
« Towns Police and Public Health Ordinance 1878.” 

This Ordinance provides for the prohibition of the sale else- 
where than in the Public Market of any article for the sale of 
which a public market is provided. A public meat market 
(Ereko Market) is provided. 

No. 13.—An Ordinance to amend an Ordinance intituled “ The 
«‘ Lagos Pilotage and Harbour Ordinance 1878.” 

This Ordinance provides for special permission to certain 
vessels having gunpowder on board to anchor in the harbour. 


Government. 


12. The administration of Lagos was conducted by the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of the Gold Coast Colony (Mr. W. Brandford 
Griffith, C.M.G.) up to the 4th April inclusive, when he was 
relieved by Mr. Frank Simpson, Assistant Colonial Secretary, and 
proceeded to England on leave of absence. On the 13th October 
Mr. Simpson was relieved by Captain C. A. Moloney, C.M.G., the 
Colonial Secretary of the Colony, who continued to administer 
the Government to the end of the year. 


Civil Establishments. 


13. The duties of the Assistant Colonial Secretary during the 
year were performed by the following officers, viz :— 

Mr. H. M. B. Griffith, confidential clerk, from 1st January to 
8rd April; Captain Rouse Douglas Douglas, Assistant Inspector, 
Gold Coast Colony, from 4th April to 21st November. 

Mr. C. D. Turton, Aésistant Colonial Secretary from 22nd 
November to the end of the year. 

14. In the Public Works Department Mr. J. J. Talman’s 
engagement as engineer and surveyor expired (17th April 1882) 
and was not renewed. : 

15. In the judicial department Mr. C. D. Turton was appointed 
to be an Assistant Colonial Secretary of the Gold Coast Colony, 
and the duties of the offices of District Commissioner and Crown 
Prosecutor at Lagos hitherto conducted by him were performed 
as follows :— : 

District commissioner, by Assistant Inspector Forbes from Ist 
to 8th January ; by Mr. C. G. Blackburn, Chief Clerk of Customs, 
from 9th January to 31st December. 

Crown Prosecutor, by Mr. Nash H. Williams (a private legal 
practitioner), from Ist January to 22nd November 1882, when the 
office was abolished. 

‘There were no other changes of importance during the year. 
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Pensions, 


16: An addition of 40. was made to the pension list, Bishop 
Henry Cheetham (the Bishop of Sierra Leone) having been 
granted a pension of 2002 a year, of which Lagos annually 
pays a proportion equal to 40/. 

17. The pension was paid from the 14th December 1881. 


Foreign Consuls. 


18. Monsieur J. A. Colonna de Leca in March 1882, was ap- 
pointed by Monsieur Victor Bareste (Vice-Consul for France for 
the West Coast of Africa) to be Consular Agent for France at 
Lagos. He was recognized in this capacity in 1883. 


Population. 


19. The last Census was taken in 1881, when the population of 
Lagos, its vicinity, and the districts, was reported to be 75,270, of 
whom 37,665 were males and 37,605 females. 

20. There were 59,215 adults, of whom 29,599 were men, and 
29,616 women, and 16,055 children, of whom 8,066 were males 
and 7,989 females. 

21. There were resident in Lagos during the year 117 
Europeans (109 males and 8 females). —_ 

22. The number of births, deaths, and marriages registered 
during the year was 227, 63, and 683 respectively. 

23. Among the European population four deaths were recorded, 
but no births or marriages, 


Ecclesiastical, 


24. The figures shown in the following return are taken from 
information furnished by the heads of the several religious 
bodies :— 


No. Avera 
ge 
Denomination. No. of | of Places | ‘a ttend- Remarks. 
Clergy. of nica, 
Worship. 
Church of England - 11 16 3,286 Attendance at two 
chapels not given. 
Wesleyan - - 9 7 570 Ditto ; one church in 
course of erection. 
Roman Catholic - 5 2 895 


Baptist - - 1 8 220 
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25. The returns refer to Lagos and the districts only. There 
are many places of worship in the neighbourhood of Lagos con- 
nected with the several missions. 


Education. 


26. An Ordinance for the promotion and assistance of education 
in the Colony was passed by the legislature during the year. 

27. It provides for the payment out of the funds of the Colony 
of grants to schools, which fulfil certain conditions in regard 
to the teachers, number of scholars, passes under examination, 
&e. &e. 

28. The rules under which the grants are awarded are 
framed by the General Board of Education, for the constitution 
of which, together with local boards, the Ordinance makes 
provision. 

29. The Ordinance did not, however, come into operation in 
1882. 

30. Fhe following statistics are taken from the returns rendered 
by the several educational missions :— 


No. of Scholars. 


a oe No. of 
Denomination. Schools. Remarks. 
Male. | Female.| Total. 
Church of England - 20 799 562 | 1,361 | The total number of 
scholars in all 
Wesleyan - - 8 340 250 590 schools in 1881 
was 2,132. 
Roman Catholic - 2 179 126 305 
Baptist - - 2 67 38 105 
Total - - 32 1,385 976 2,361 


31. In 1871 the number of attendants in all schools was 
returned by the missions as 943. 

32. Taking the present number of children in Lagos and the 
districts as 16,055, it would appear that the missionaries now 
succeed in bringing about one in every seven under their system 
of education. 

33. The Church of England, Wesleyan, and Roman Catholic 
missions each received in 1882 a government grant of 2001. 
towards the maintenance of their schools. 


Imports. 


34, The gross value of the imports amounted to 428,883/., and 
as compared with those of 1881 (333,659/.) show an increase of 
95,2241. 
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35. A sum of 37,485/., the value of specie imported, is included 
in the returns for 1882 as compared with 12,274/. imported in 
1881. 

36. Deducting the specie from these returns the value of the 
imports in 1882 would be 391,398/. as against 321,385/. in 1881, 
or an increase of 70,0137. in 1882. 

37. This increase is principally obtained on cotton goods. 

38. The value of cotton goods imported was 188,069/., or 
86,035/. more than that stated for 1881, which year, however, gave 
a return considerably lowey than any of the preceding 13 years. 

39. These goods, with cowries, Geneva (51,8091/.), guns, gun- 
powder, haberdashery, hardware, rum (30,295/.), salt (10,8487), 
shooks (12,325/.), and tobacco (26,9051), form the principal articles 
of trade with the interior, and their total value amounted to 
339,784. of the grossimports. The remaining 51,614/. (excluding 
specie) is made up of articles chiefly imported for local consumption. 

40. 1 attach a table showing the quantities and value of the 
principal articles imported in the years 1881 and 1882, from which 
it will be seen that there was a general increase in the imports 
during the latter year, except in the case of rum, on which there 
was a falling off of 66,390 gallons, or 23,6361. 


Imports. 


STATEMENT showing Quantities and Value of principal Articles 
of Import in 1881 and 1882. 


1882. 
Articles. 1881. 1882. 
Increase. | Decrease. 
Cotton goods - - £ 102,084 188,069 86,035 —_ 
ine Cwts 12,082 9,465 _ = 
hii a ; % £ 6,361 6,139 Be 929 
G Galls 438,228 | 502,607 = = 
oa : z £ 47,565 51,809 4,244 ~ 
G _f No. 7,758 1,613 es = 
ea ae : £ 3,009 649 — 2,360 
G a Barrels 1,761 1,726 — Are, 
unpowder = - é £ 2,835 3,329 494 Ss 
Haberdashery - - £ 6,888 5,000 _ 1,888 
Hardware - m4 £ 5,031 4,416 — 665 
_f Galls 685,738 | 419,348 a ae 
Rum - > £ 53,931 30,295 a 28,636 
Sat Cwts 78,086 | 105,356 es 
abn a oe ae 8,308 10,848 2,540 = 
Bdls 9,007 12,407 ee Rh 
Shooks - : -{ £ 7,454] 12,395 471 4 es 
b Lbs. | 1,151,687 | 1,188,835 oe — 
Tobacco : mato 24,441 26,905 2,464 Lat 
Other articles - - £ 53,478 51,614 — 1,864 
321,385 | 391,398 | 100,648 30,635 
Specie - «- <i 12,274 37,485 25,211, 38 
Total > . 333,659 | 428,883 | 125,859 30,635 


Net increase 1882, 95,2241. 
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Exports, 


41. The gross value of the exports amounted to 581,064/., and, 
as compared with those of 1881 (460,007/.), show an increase of 
121,057. 

42. Divided into “ produce, &c. of the Colony” and “ British, 
foreign, &c. produce,” the exports show 502,369/. under the 
former head and 78,695/. under the latter head. 

43, “ Produce of the Colony” may be said to consist almost 
entirely of beniseed, cotton (raw), country cloths, ivory, kola nuts, 
palm kernels and palm oil, the value of these articles alone 
amounted to 501,166/, and of this sum 480,705/. was represented 
by palm kernels and palm oil. 

44, Of the total value of the “ produce of the Colony,” 264,769/. 
went to Great Britain, 2,041/. to British Colonies, 235,559. to 
foreign countries. Kola nuts and country cloths went principally 
(3,5602. out of 3,775/.) to the Brazils, to which country, I am 
informed, they are exported for the use of the descendants of 
African slaves. 

45. There was a very considerable increase in the quantities 
of palm kernels and palm oil exported in 1882, as will be observed 
from the following comparative table :— 


STATEMENT showing Quantities and value of principal Articles 
of Export in 1881 and 1882. 


1882. 


Articles. 1881. 1882. 
Increase. | Decrease. 


Produce of the Colony. 
Tons 10 193 — 


Beniseed 7 = £ 88 1,789 1,701 = 
Pkgs 1,093 3,003 me = 
Cotton (Raw) - { £ 3,646 8,103 4,457 — 
Pkgs 85 307 —_— — 
Country cloths - -{ £ 2,136 5,949 3,813 _ 
Me ge : | Lbs. 2,748 2,678 oes — 
y £ 769 844 75 ase 
Pkgs. 254 319 = = 
Kola nuts : -4 £ 1,750 3,775 2,025 _ 
Tons 20,801 28,592 ao re. 
Palm kernels -{ £ 221,634 | 261,184| 39,550] 9 — 
Palm oil Galls. | 1,807,296 | 2,637,326 ae Tee 
Palco: - £ 147,423 | 219,521 72,098 — 
Other articles - - £ 1,604 1,204 Tai 400 
379,050 | 502,369 | 123,719 400 
British and foreign produce’ - 80,957 78,695 — 2,262 
Total << 460,007 | 581,064] 123,719 2,662 


a A a Ni a i a aa nS 
Net increase 1882, 121,0572. 
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46. ‘British, foreign, &c. produce” consists chiefly of the 
following European articles imported for trading purposes with, 
or for transit to, the countries adjacent to Lagos, and is repre- 
sented by a total value of 78,695/. 

47. The principal articles are cotton goods (29,482/.), cowries, 
gin (14,1832), gunpowder, rum (7,111/.), sait, and tobacco 
(10,7062) 

48. Porto Novo absorbed no less than 65,5102, out of the total 
value of exports shown under this head. 


Shipping. 
49, The following tables show the number of vessels entered 
and cleared in 1881 and 1882 :— 


Sailing Vessels. 


1881. 1882. 
No. of No. of No. of | No. of No. of No. of 
Vessels. Tons. Crews. | Vessels. Tons. Crews. 
Entered - - 69 19,395 662 79 20,691 711 
Cleared - - 64 17,882 611 73 19,117 659 
Steam Vessels. 
1881. 1882. 
No. of No. of No. of | No. of No. of No. of 
Vessels. Tons. Crews. | Vessels. Tons. Crews. 
Siar +s Fe etd 
Kintered = - - 251 147,816 8,812 262 156,299 9,193 
Cleared - -| 248 | 147,001 | 8,756 | 267 | 157,881 | 9,834 


oa caine a ATO I EE eS Ge ee eT eee ee ee 


Gaols and Prisoners. 


50. The total number of persons committed in 1882 was 245 
(228 men, 15 women, and 2 juveniles) as against 226 in 1881. 

51. Of these 56 had been previously convicted, 30 once, 6 
twice, and 20 twice or more. 

52. Only one death occurred during the year. 

53. The total cost of the gaol for 1882 was 1,911, 14s. Id. 
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Criminal Statistics. 


54, The following comparative table shows the number of 
offences, apprehensions, convictions, and acquittals during the last 
four years :— 


—_—~ | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. 1882. 
The number of offences reported to the 
police - - . - - ae ms —_ — 
The number of persons apprehended by the 
police or summoned before the magis- 
trates - - - - - 995 709 414 804 
The number of summary convictions: 
1. For offences against the person - 163 147 191 240 
2. For predial larceny - - 21 24 19 10 
8. For offences against property other 
than predial larceny - - 286 1066 42 30 
4, For other offences - - - 222 85 12 27 
The number of convictions in the superior 
courts: 
1. For offences against the person - 11 19 11 7 
2. For predial larceny - - 6 5 3 4 
3. For offences against property other 
than preedial larceny - - 59 51 14 25 
4, For other offences - - - 22 12 9 it 
The number of persons acquitted : 
1. In the inferior courts - ~ 175 222 83 145 
2. In the superior courts - - 80 30 38 29 
Hospital. 


55. There were 356 persons treated in the hospital as in- 
atients, of whom 315 were males and 41 females. 

56. In addition to these there were 6,103 persons treated in 
the hospital as out-patients. 

57. Among the former there were 35 deaths during the year. 

58. The principal diseases for which patients were admitted 
were fevers and cutaneous, digestive, respiratory, rheumatic and 
genito-urinary diseases. 

59. There were also 58 surgical cases. 

60. Vaccination was performed on 15,080 persons and was 
successful in 14,279 cases. 


Sanitation. 


61. A report on the sanitary condition and requirements of 
Lagos for the year 1882 has been made by Dr. Macarthy, the 
Colonial surgeon and health officer, and has already been trans- 
mitted to your Excellency. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed ) Frep. Evans, 
His Excellency, Acting Colonial Secretary, 


Governor Sir Samuel Rowe, K.C.M.G., | Gold Coast Colony. 
&e. &e. &e. 
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No, 24. 
Governor Sir S. Rows, K.C.M.G., to the Right Hon. the Earx 
oF Dery. 


Government House, Lagos, 
My Lorp, June 16, 1883. 

Tw accordance with the directions of the Right Honourable 
the Secretary of State, I have the honour to forward to your 
lordship a report on the sanitary condition of the town of Lagos 
by Doctor Macarthy and a copy of the Despatch which Mr. 
Moloney, then administering the Government, wrote when he 
forwarded this report in April last. 

2. With respect to some of the sanitary measures recommended 
by Dr. Macarthy, I'have no doubt that they would be of advantage. 
I regret that I do not see at present that the revenue of the 
settlement is likely to permit such works as those he proposes. 

3. I hope shortly to be able to address your lordship farther on 
this subject. 

4, With respect to the construction of fresh buildings for small- 
pox huts, I have asked the Surveyor-General to prepare an estimate 
for putting these up in brick at once; but so far as regards the 
saturation of the old bamboo huts with the germs of disease, this 
matter might have been at once disposed of by burning the old 
huts and erecting fresh ones. The cost would have been trifling. 

5. With regard to the planting of trees in the streets and open 
spaces of the town it seems to me that this has already been carried 
out almost as far as it is possible to go, as there is very little space 
left for farther planting. 

6. I quite agree, from all I have heard, and from Dr. Macarthy’s 
report, with the Acting Administrator, Mr. Moloney, in the opinion 
that the settlement is fortunate in having the services of Dr. 
Macarthy as Medical Officer. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) SamueEt Rowe, 

The Earl of Derby, Governor. 

&e. &e. 


Dr. Macartny to the Assistant Colonial Secretary. 


Sir, Lagos, February 16, 1883. 

I wave the honour to lay before his Excellency the Ad- 
ministrator the following remarks on the sanitary condition and 
requirements of Lagos. 

To give a complete and statistical report on the subject would 
require the collation of a numberof facts, which, under the existing 
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Lacos. social and domestic condition of the great mass of the people, it 
would be impossible to accomplish. 

Amongst the facts alluded to, reliable information on the follow- 
ing subjects would have to be furnished. 

1. Annual number of births. 

2. Annual number of deaths. 

3. Special diseases causing deaths. 

4. Probable causes of such diseases. 

5. Special diseases prevalent amongst the natives during each 
month of the year. 

I am aware that the registrar of births and deaths supplies a 
monthly tabular statement of occurrences 1, 2 ; but—and this I have 
on a former occasion commented on officially—whilst acknow- 
ledging his industry in search of correct information on this 
subject, [am unable to give his reports that credence which they . 
would demand, were he in a position to arrive at true data. But 
under existing circumstances I should exact an impossibility were I 
to call for that accuracy, which it is not in his, nor, for the matter 
of that, in any one else’s, power to command. 

The evil, however, which is likely to accrue from his reports is 
this: They may be accepted some day by a statist ignorant of the 
deadly nature of the climate as a proof of its extraordinary salubrity. 
And indeed were a stranger to be guided in his estimate of this 
climate by a study of the registrar’s figures, he would naturally 
conclude that it was more sinned against than sinning. For these 
reports go to prove thatin a population of 40,000 inhabitants, 
living in a country whose climate is, even to the native, so 
inimical to life, the rate of mortality from all causes is only 17°32 
per 1,000. 

This is the rate calculated from the .registrar’s reports for the 
year 1882 and which is actually below the annual death rate of 
Portsmouth and Brighton, the healthiest towns in England, 

From this we must accept one of two facts, either that the 
registrar's reports are altogether inaccurate and therefore mis- 
leading, or that Lagos is as healthy a town as Portsmouth or 
Brighton. For myself I prefer to incline to the former belief. 
Yet, as above said, hardly much blame can be attached to that 
officer; for in his search after correct information, he is met by 
difficulties which it is not even in his power to control. 

Any one who knows how prejudiced the heathen, and therefore 
the greater, portion of our population is against official inquiry into 
their domestic concerns, and with what characteristic jealousy they 
guard against “the stranger’s” intrusion into their traditional, 
and where sickness or death is concerned, sacred usages, will 
concur with me that to arrive at true data as regards the vital 
statistics of this town, is a task not to be accomplished at any rate 
in our day and generation. 

Now as regards items 3, 4, and 5. Here also little or no 
reliable information is or can be supplied. In England civil 
practitioners are compelled by law to send in to the registrar of 
births and deaths a certificate of the death of each patient occurring 
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amongst their clientelle. In Lagos there is only one certified 
civil practitioner; but I doubt very much if his list of native 
patients exceeds a fortieth of the whole population; the great 
mass being treated by native doctors. 

His information, therefore, except what he could glean from 
hearsay, would be of small value to a medical officer of health. 
Hence it is that the annual report of this official must of necessity 
be always wanting in that information, which, above all others, would 
in a sanitary point of view, be most instructive to the Government. 

Towards the middle and end of last year dysentery and 
diarrhea prevailed, but no deaths occurred amongst the Europeans ; 
what mortality these diseases caused in the native population it 
would be impossible to ascertain. 

Small pox being endemic in this country occasional cases appear 
now and then, and are either dealt with at the patients’ houses, or 
if krooboys or paupers, received into the Contagious Diseases 
Hospital. 

Apropos of this terrible disease, I omitted to state in my report 
on the vaccination that the accommodation at the Contagious 
Diseases Hospital is not alone quite inadequate; but the style of 
hut built for the reception and treatment of these patients is 
wrong in principle, and most dangerous to the people sent there 
under observation as “ suspected case.” 

There is only one hut for the accommodation of both males and 
females, with merely a bamboo partition in the centre to separate 
the sexes. This hut will not hold in all more than twenty patients. 
The walls are chiefly composed of bamboo, which soon rots in this 
country, with brick pillars about 6 feet apart; the roof is thatch! 
Anyone acquainted with the property of septic matter to adhere to, 
and for years to retain its vitality in, such materials will at once 
admit that bamboo aud thatch are particularly unfitted to enter 
into the construction of a building devoted to the treatment of 
zymotic disease. Long after patients have died or been dis- 
charged from such a building the organic emanations from their 
bodies will adhere to and live in the mouldy thatch and bamboo. 
Many people, as above said, suffering from what is suspected to 
be incipient symptoms of small pox, are as a precautionary measure, 
sent to this hospital to be kept under observation. Being in a 
lowered state of health, they are ina fit condition for the inception 
of the diseases, whose germs pervade the very atmosphere, not to 
say the structure of the building, one of whose purposes is supposed 
to be that of a maison de santé. When the three huts, which once 
composed the Contagious Diseases Hospital were blown down by a 
tornado in 1881, I then stated officially that it would be most 
desirable to have them rebuilt of more substantial materials. In 
spite of my representations, however, only one was reconstructed, 
and of the same materials as formerly ; this one is now in use, 
One amengst the other evils of having the sides made of bamboo 
is that patients in delirium from the disease can, and have been 
known to, break through this frail structure, and escape into the 
town carrying infection where they go. 
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Lacos. In view of the possibility of a wide and severe epidemic occur- 
ing amongst us such as that of 1878, I would strongly recom- 
mend that the two huts, which have not been rebuilt, together with 
that now in use, be reconstructed wholly of brick, and roofed with 
galvanized iron. ‘Then we should be able by means of carbolised 
chloride of lime and other disinfectants, to keep this hospital 
comparatively free from the germs of infection which must certainly 
now inhabit it. 

I ask for the three huts to be rebuilt, because we are now by 
no means prepared for the emergency which a widespread 
epidemic would create; in a word, we could not accommodate a 
tenth of the patients which at such a time would seek admission. 


The thoroughfares of the town are as clean as it is possible to 
keep them. Would that I could say as much of the “ compounds ” 
of many of the houses, Frequently during my daily drives 
through the town, I enter a compound whose precincts give 
evidence of the state of filth I find within. Not being a pro- 
ficient in the Yoruba dialect, I endeavour to express my detestation 
of their filthy den in “ the language of the emotions,” but with the 
usual effect on the sable tenant—fatuous stare indicative of 
utter indifference to my admonition. 

Domiciliary visits is the special duty of the inspector of | 
nuisances, but in justice to the man holding that office, I must 
admit that, together with the efficient performance of his other 
duties, I do not see how he ean find time to pay such visits as 
frequently as would be required to impress on the minds of his 
countrymen, anything like a due regard for the law on household 
cleanliness. Tio keep the compounds of this large town under 
constant supervision would alone be work enough for one man, 
and a work which, if efficiently performed, would be of immense 
sanitary benefit to the community. 


There are four other measures of great sanitary importance, 
which, if carried out, would prove a blessiag to the inhabitants : 
First, the continuation of the embankment to that end of the 
marina which terminates at what is known as “The Lagos Com- 
mission Company’s factory.” The second is the efficient drainage 
of the swamp through which runs the road leading to the Con- 
tagious Diseases Hospital. Thirdly, the judicious planting of 
umbrageous trees and the encouragement of the growth of 
close-cut grass throughout the town, Fourth, the completion, so 
far as is practicable of the network of open Y drains throughout 
the town. 

With regard to the continuation of the embankment of the marina, 
it is plain that that important sanitary work has been stopped just 
at the point at which it ought to have been begun, just in fact where 
the foreshore of the marina is most filthy, and where the roadway 
itself is not more than two feet above high water mark. When 
the tide recedes it exposes all along the shore a foul black silt, 
from which, both day and night, emanate a sickening effluvia, and 
which has been the cause of constant and just complaint by the 
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unlucky dwellers on that part of the marina, At the time the 
embankment was begun, the abolition of this nuisance was fully 
and joyfully anticipated, but now that that useful sanitary work 
has been abandoned the old, and I must admit reasonable com- 
plaints are again to be heard, coupled now, however, with 
expressions of despair of the work ever being resumed. I must 
add, that this undertaking if completed would most certainly 
tend to rectify what no one will or can deny to be a source of a 
good deal of the sickness prevalent in Lagos. I have no doubt 
that were I to make an analysis of the shiny mud, &c., which 
generates tne fou) smells experienced on this part of the marina, I 
should find it composed of an enormous per-centage of organic 
matter, and that chiefly animal. 


As to the swamp above mentioned, being, as it is, almost in our 
midst, it will be conceded by all who know how deadly such 
pestilent tracts are, that a stern necessity exists for its being effi- 
ciently drained. I have no doubt whatever in my mind that the 
miasmatic emanations generated in this swamp contribute largely 
to the periodic disorders which afflict the community. To rebut 
this statement would be to ignore what is known of the etiology, 
and, if I may use the term, the topography of diseases due to pa- 
ludal influences. Were this swamp effectively drained it would 
render the island considerably healthier; for as Dr. Parkes SAYS : 
“ It is astonishing what good can be effected by the drainage 
“ even of a small area, quite insufficient to affect the general atmo- 
“* sphere of the place; this shows that it is the local dampness of 
“ the place and effluvia, which are most hurtful.” This has 
reference to smal] swamps, but the swamp in question is sufficiently 
local, and of sufficient magnitude, to affect the whole atmosphere 
of an island thrice the size of Lagos. 


As regards the judicious planting of umbrageous trees, and the 
encouragement of the growth of grass in the open spaces (which 
I regret to say are too few) and thoroughfares of the town, I 
need only enumerate a few of the known benefits a tropical town 
derives from both forms of vegetation, to prove their value. 

Trees by their obstruction of the sun’s rays lessen evaporation 
from the surface of the ground; whilst evaporation from their 
foliage is so great as to produce a perceptible lowering effect of 
the general temperature of a place. 

Trees impede the passage of water through the soil, hence in 
Lagos, had wea belt of the outspreading “ Umbrella ” trees, 
planted at proper intervals along the banks of the populated 
portion of the island, and especially on the lower part of the 
marina, the outflow of our water-sheet would be considerably 
obstructed, and at the end of the dry season the wells would not 
be so dry as they usually are at that time of the year. 
cating the planting of shade-giving trees, 
planting of them, for instance, I would have a row ‘of these 
trees planted at regular distances along the centre of every broad 
street, as well as a double row in the few, too few, open spaces of 
the town. Indiscriminate planting is of course to be condemned. 


In advo- 
—I say the judicious 
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Herbage, like trees, cools the ground by obstructing the sun’s 
rays, and aiding evaporation, as Dr. Parkes observes :— 

‘“‘ Nothing is more desirable than to cover the hot sandy plains of 
“ the tropics with close-cut grass. It is well known to those who 
‘“ have studied the question that anima! refuse passes into nitrites, 
“‘ nitrates, ammonia, and fatty hydro carbonas rather rapidly. 
““ These representatives of putrefaction are eagerly absorbed by 
‘“ herbage and other vegetation. A means is therefore pointed 
“ out which may keep the soil clear of dangerous impregnations,” 
and considering the foul condition of the soil in the town of Lagos, 
a means which would: exercise most beneficial results, were we to 
adopt it, even partially, in our thoroughfares. 

When speaking of the beneficial effects of vegetation on the 
climate, I must not be understood to include brushwood in the 
term. That should always be rigidly kept down, as it favours 
stagnation of air, harbours reptiles, and, when allowed to grow in 
the vicinity of a town, serves as a common latrine. An instance 
of this we have in Lagos, but it is now by order of the Administra- 
tor, being, in the true sense of the term, eradicated. 

When brushwood is removed, however, the work should always 
be done in the heat of the day, not in early morning or evening, 
the reason for this is obvious. 

As regards the drains above referred to, it must be conceded 
that, situated as this town is on a flat sand-bank, there are none 
better suited to every requirement than the Y drains, initiated by 
and first laid down by order of our Administrator Captain 
Moloney, C.M.G., to whose untiring energy and shrewd discern- 
ment of our sanitary requirements the community is largely in- 
debted for the establishment of the only measures of importance 
we now enjoy. 

There are, however, many streets still left unprovided with these 
drains. Hence the houses thereon are often flooded during the 
rains by the uncontrolled current, which rushes through them. 
Were drains laid down in these streets the water would be guided 
in its course to the Lagoon, carrying with it much of the surface 
filth, which is now washed into the soil and adjacent wells, 

In a word, a more intimate and general network of these drains 
throughout the town is eminently needed. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. D. Macarruy, 
The Assistant Colonial Colonial Surgeon and 
Secretary, Medical Officer of Health, 
&e. &e. &c. 
Lagos. 
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CoLONIAL SuRGEON MacartTny to the Assistant COLONIAL 
SECRETARY. 


Sir, Lagos, February 19, 1883. 

In my report on the sanitary condition and requirement of 
Lagos, I dealt fully with the necessity there existed for the re- 
erection with suitable materials of the three huts, which once 
constituted the Contagious Disease Hospital. I also alluded 
therein not only to the possibility, but actual occurrence of a 
patient in delirium breaking through the bamboo walls of the huts 
in which he was lying. 

The day before I sent in my report a repetition of this occur- 
rence took place. A poor krooboy in delirium from the 
disease broke through the decayed and yielding bamboos forming 
the sides of the hut, and escaped into the adjacent bush, when 
after a protracted search, he was found next day lying under a 
bush dying. 

In any case this man would have died, for he suffered from the 
most fatal form of the disease. Still the possibility of so sad an 
occurrence ought not to be allowed to exist. 


I have therefore the honour to recommend, subject to the 
approval of his Excellency the Administrator, that, as I have urged 
in my sanitary report, the three huts which at one time constituted 
the Contagious Disease Hospital, be rebuilt, the sides to be of 
brick, the roof of galvanized iron. In the reconstruction of these 
huts the principles of ventilation ought to be strictly carried out. 


have, &c. 
(Signed) J.D. Macarruy, 
The Assistant Colonial Colonial Surgeon. 
Secretary, 
&e. &e. &e. 
Lagos. 


Government House, Lagos, 
Sir, March 31, 1883. 

I wAvE the honour to transmit the accompanying report 
for 1882, by Dr. Macarthy, Colonial Surgeon and Health Officer, 
“On the sanitary condition and requirements of Lagos.” 

2. Dr. Macarthy advances that reliable comparative statistics of 
sufficient comprehensiveness are not forthcoming on which to base 
deductions and promote therefrom benefit, and refers to the work 
of the Registrar, whose figures as regards births, deaths, and 
eee are compiled under the Registration Ordinance, No. 21 
of 1863. 
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3. Dysentery and diarrhea prevailed for a portion of the year, 
but no deaths therefrom occurred amongst the European popula- 
tion. Of course mortality from these causes the Health Officer 
does not find himself in a position to afford any particulars.* 

4. As to the comments of the Colonial Surgeon on the Conta- 
gious Diseases Hospital, I would refer to my Despatch as per 
margin in which, among other points, I stated, “ the hut known 
as the Contagious Diseases Hospital can only suffice for a class of 
patients who have no better accommodation at their homes.” 

5. While not deeming it necessary to attempt to forecast the 
future in the matter of the outbreak and proportion of any 
epidemic and to provide accordingly accommodation, yet your 
Excellency may rely on my meeting the wants of the community 
as they arise and, so far as my position entitles me to, T intend 
to supply in part accommodation as recommended by the Colonial 
Surgeon, the cost of which I will meet from votes in estimates 
1883. 

6. The Health Officer advocates, and in his advocacy my 
experience leads me to shortly support his views, (1) the contin- 
uance of the embankment; (2) the efficient drainage of the swamp 
near to the site of the old Debtor’s prison; (3) the planting of 
trees along the streets ; and (4) the continuance of the construction 
of the open Y/ drains. 

7. It must not be inferred that these are wants to which atten- 
tion is now attracted for: the first time. They have been 
recognized in the past and have been and (are) being met as 
circumstances and authority allow. 

8. Dr. Macarthy’s report is interesting, and only speaks for 
itself for the interest he continues to take in the duties of his 
office. A copy of it will accompany the report on the Blue Book 
1882, in accordance with the wish of the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) At¥FREeD MoLoneEy, 
His Excellency, Acting Administrator. 
Governor Sir Samuel Rowe, K.C.M.G., 
&c. &e. &e. 


7 EE as, sa 
* Sic in original. 
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MALTA. 


“eee 


No. 25. 


Governor Sir A. Borron, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., to the Right Hon. 
the Lari or Dersy. 


My Lorp, Palace, Valletta, April 20, 1883. 

I wave the honour to forward the Blue Book of this 
Colony for the year 1882, to which I append, for your Lordship’s 
information, a few remarks by Sir Victor Houlton, the Chief 
Secretary to Government. 


; I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. (Signed) A. Borton, 
The Earl of Derby, Governor. 


&e. &e. 


Chief Secretary’s Office, 
April 17, 1883. 
I HAVE the honour to forward to your Excellency the 
annual Blue Book for the year 1882, with the accompanying 
report. 


SIR, 


Legislation. 
The following six Ordinances were passed by the Council of 
Government, and promulgated during the year 1882. | 
1. “To amend the law respecting the duty on licenses for 
retailing wine, beer, or spirituous liquors.” 
2. “ To amend Ordinance No. IV. of 1873, intituled ‘To grant 
~ “ €eertain rights to parties who undertake certain 
sere wworke, 
3. “ To amend the law relative to prisoners that may be found 
on board merchant ships.” 
4. “To amend Article 162 of the Criminal Laws.” 
5. “ For applying a sum not exceeding 24,9197. 16s. 74d. to the 
“ service of the year 1881.” 
6. ‘ For applying a sum not exceeding 127,865/. 18s. 4d. to the 
“ service of the year 1883.” 


Civil Establishments. 


There were no important changes in the service during the year 
1882, except the appointment of Mr. Giovanni Dalmas, as Com- 
missary of the “ Monte di Pieta,” instead of Mr. James Trapain, 
superannuated, 

3 7879. 
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Revenue. 


l. The total revenue collected in 1882 amounted to 
205,883/. 13s. 24d., as follows :— 


Mata. 


£ s. da. 
General receipts from various sources of 
revenue, including the products of land 
sales (2,506/. 18s. 53d.), and sales of 
Government property (2621. 5s.) - 193,413 5 11 
Interest on money lent on pledges by the. 
“Monte di Pieta” - - - 2,008 18 1} 
Dividends on Stock in Consols - - 10,461 9 2 
205,883 13 23 
P $. 
2, The average revenue for the five years 
preceding 1882, including land sales, 
sale of Government property, and 
interest, was - - - 184,400 12 104 


3. The differences in the receipts of 1882 as compared with 
those of 1881 are as follows :— . 


! 
i 
bf erie | Increase. | Decrease. 


£8. ds Bi - sr odds 

Customs - - - - - | 11,695 13 5 — 
Quarantine dues ~ - - - — 158 le 6 
Land sales - - - - -| 2,178 15 53 
Land revenue - - - - — 557 15 2 
Rents (exclusive of lands) - - - 8383 6 92 —_— 
Licenses - - - - - 25 5 O — 
Postage - - - - - — is 6 4. 
Fines, forfeitures, and fees of courts - - 150 2 7} —_ 
Fees of office - . - - - - 7413 4 
Sale of Government property - - -= 153 9 44} 
Reimbursement in aid of expenses - -| 4,957 19 5} — 
Miscellaneous - - - - 489 5 9 = 
Interest - - - - - 1,053 11 83 a 

- - 4 3 5f = 


Special Receipts - - 


Increase in 1882 as compared with 1881, 19,9252 18s. 112d. 


SS ee 


Expenditure. 
4. The payments during the year comprised the following gross 
totals :— 

Pi ft, 

Disbursements for fixed and _ provisional 

salaries, allowances, and office contin- 
gencies - = - - 81,256 3 4 

Other services authorised, exclusive of esta- 
blishments - - - - 124,477 17 12 
Total expenditure - - 205,734 0 53 
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5. The gross expenditure in 1882 was 205,734/. 0s. 53d., against 
188,039/. 16s. 5d. in 1881, the increase being chiefly attributable 
to the large expenditure incurred for the relief of the . cfugees 
from Egypt. 


Imports. 

Value of cargoes im- 

ported and actually £ L 

landed at this port - 732,717 against 691,325 in 1881. 
And value of cargoes 

which merely touched 

at this port and were 

re-exported jn_ the 

same bottoms - 25,882,087 , 18,405,946 _ 

26,614,804 ,, 19,097,271 ,, 

viz. :— 
From the United King- 

dots vennes eae 1 tee Cy Ay 
From the _ British 

Colonies - - 5,052,599 - 3,638,661 “a 
From H.M. Ships in 

port - - - 2,540 me 738 
From Foreign Countries 21,429,809 » - 18,360,210 " 

26,614,804 19,097,271... 
Exports. 

Value of exports from 

portions of cargoes 

which were actually £ £ 

landed at this port - 108,874 against 85,010 in 1881, 


And value of exports of 
whole cargoes which 
merely touched at this 
port and proceeded in 
the same bottoms - 25,824,415 ,, 17,734,532 oe 


25,933,289 ,, 17,819,542 , 
viz. j— 
To the United Kingdom 9,566,649 against 5,838,121 2 
To British Colonies - 4,737,803 _,, 2,553,254 rl 
To H.M. Ships ~ 9416. -,, 5,106 - 
To Foreign Countries - 11,619,421 __,, 9,423,061 


25,933,289 17,819,542 
ay (terion emir eT 
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Shipping. 


The shipping movement in the port during the last two years 
is shown in the following table :— 


Steamers. Sailing Vessels. 
Year. 
No Tons No. Tons 
1881 - Fei 3,885 3,673,753 1,731 180,656 
1882 - - 4,620 4,635,680 1,785 160,271 
Increase - - 735 961,927 54 — 
Decrease - - _— — — 20,395 


Savings Banks. 


The amount of deposits in the savings banks on 31st December 


1882 was :— 
£ a. @. 
In Malta ~ - 281,899 1 4 by 4,070 depositors 
33 Gozo - 15,006 13 5 ,, 300 » 


st eee ——— 


296,905 14 9 4,370 


Education. 


The number of Government schools in these Islands is 94, 
attended by 9,940 scholars, 4,524 males and 5,416 females, 
showing an increase of 803 pupils, 173 males and 630 females, 


over last year. 
The increase in the expenditure on education, as compared with 


that incurred in 1881, was 3,184d. 17s. 9d. 
Population. 


The civil population of these Islands on the 31st December 
1882 was reported to be as follows :— 


Males - - 74,754 
Females - a. “GTj4T5 
Total - - 152,229 


ee 
SSS 
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Natives - = 5 = : 
British residents = - = e 
Foreigners - . - 4 - 


Criminal Statistics. 
The following is a statement of offences punishable under the 
local laws, showing the number of accusations and of persons 
brought before the courts by the police during the year 1882, 


Births. 
Males. |Females. 
2,812 | 2,537 

94 102 

8 13 

2,914 | 2,652 


Deaths. 
Males. | Females. 
1,918 | 1,810 

72 43 
tA 4 
2,004 | 1,857 


and the manner in which the same were disposed of :— 
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wn . 
' z ro 
Bl 3 s 
Offences ve fs = 5 
See « | © 
° roy fo} oO 
&, Ae < Ss 
CrIMINAL Laws. 
Crimes against public tranquillity - ~ 23 25 
» affecting public credit - - 6 7 
Ee * the good order of families 12 13 
» against the person - - - 274 350 
re » property - - - 295 396 
CoONTRAVENTIONS. 
Affecting public order . - - 1,703 3,145 
Against the person - - - - 455 614 
» property r= = = 130 204 
OTHER CONTRAVENTIONS. 
Under special Ordinances - - - . 414 681 
Potrice Laws, 
Contraventions . - 4 - 2,076 3,476 
Total . -| 5,888] 8,911 
Viz :— 
Maltese - 4 = 
English - - = ‘i 


Foreign - : 
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The number of persons committed in 1882 was as follows :— 


Men - = - ~ - 1,905 
Women a - - - 270 
Boys - - - 587 
Girls - ‘ 5 = 7 
2,769 

General Remarks. 


The Customs receipts during the financial year 1882 amounted 
to 127,719/. 11s. 9d. against 116,023/. 18s. 4d. in 1881, showing 
an increase of receipts over those of the preceding year of 
11,6952. 13s. 5d, and even the “ Annus Mirabilis” of 1878 was 
surpassed by 4,256/. 5s, 2d. when compared with the extraordinary 
Customs receipts of 1882. This remarkable prosperity was 
mainly due to the Egyptian war, Malta at all times benefiting 
when the surrounding nationalities are at variance, and always to 
a still greater degree when the calamity occurs in a direction 
which takes in the Island, in the wake of the transit of the 
necessary war materials and food supplies. The large increases 
which took place in the Customs receipts occurred on those items 
of imports, which are clearly indicative of the increasing prosperity 
of the community, and which show that the population was 
enabled to enjoy a greater amount of business than usual, such, 
for instance, as under imports of wheat, bullocks, wines, spirits, 
beer, &c. 


Steam Vessels. 


The shipping movement of the port showed an increase of 683 
British and 52 foreign steam vessels over 1881. The number 
of British steamers alone entering the harbours amounting to 
3,795 against 825 foreign. 


Sailing Vessels. 


Under this head there was an increase of 54 vessels, and a 
decrease of tons 20,395. 


Harbour Labour. 


The labour of the harbour was constant, and during the 
greater portion of the year quite inadequate to meet the demand. 
In fact, the traffic of the two harbours, but more especially the 
grand harbour, is steadily increasing ; the quays and roads 
bordering the water have become too narrow, and the thorough- 
fares are most difficult to drive through and an improvement long 
considered and often submitted to Council, but hitherto unrealised, 
that of doubling the present marina gate and lowering the ascent, 
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has now become “an imperious necessity.” An accurate estimate 
may be obtained of the increasing coal trade of Malta carried on 
upon the wharves of her two harbours when I state that 557,439 
tons were ‘imported and re-exported during 1882. This at an 
average of full 2s. a ton equal to 55,7431. amongst the coal-heavers 
will give an idea of the wealth this branch of the harbour labour 
alone left in the Island in the shape of wages. The local 
Admiralty have much _ benefited the Island resources and 
strengthened them by introducing a hitherto comparatively new 
system of paying off at this port ships of war instead of sending 
them back to the United Kingdom for this purpose ; in 1882 two 
ironclads and two corvettes were thus paid off, causing the local 
Admiralty expenditure in the Island during the year 1882 to 
amount to 120,030/. in wages, officers’ salaries, &c., a total not 
very far below the entire revenue of the Island, and this, too, in 
addition to that which the sailors of the fleet spend on shore; 
and it is already announced that the Imperial Government intend 
to constructs without delay a new graving dock in the French 
creek of a capacity equal to meet the requirements of the largest 
of Her Majesty’s ships of war, in addition to the construction of 
naval barracks on the Corradino Lill. ‘There is every prospect, 
therefore, for the next several years to come that the demand jor 
local labour will be excessive, and that the prosperity of not only 
the working classes but of the higher classes also of the community 
will have been secured. 

What will very strikingly illustrate the extraordinary increase 
both of labour and of traffic is the value of the imports and exports 
as shown in the following extract from the Customs statistics, 
which implies a most remarkable harbour movement. 


x 
Value of imports in 1882 - - 26,614,804 
ss ye vaeve © - 8,705,985 
Difference - - 17,908,819 
Value of exports in 1882 - + 25,933,289 
” 99 1873 - - 8,010,187 
Difference =. =< - 17,923,102 


The value has evidently tripled in the course of 10 years, and 
this circumstance refers to articles subject to duty only. 

A very remarkable feature in the Island history dccurred 
during this year in the exodus from Egypt, the reception, housing, 
and feeding in Malta of some 8,000 refugees, chiefly Maltese or 
born abroad of Maltese parents. ‘These persons with their families 
were ordered to quit their homes in Egypt at the commencement 
of the Egyptian war, and were landed in Malta at the height of the 
hat season, remaining here through July, August, and September. 
Providentially, and through the unflagging exertions of the Local 
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Government, no epidemic took place, despite this altogether 


Matta, 

— unforeseen addition to the already overcrowded population of these 
Islands, and all were safely re-transported to Egypt at the close 
of the war. 

The health of the Island has been beyond the average good 
throughout the year. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) * Vicror Hovutton, 
Chief Secretary to Government. 
To His Excellency 
Sir Arthur Borton, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Governor of Malta. 
&e. &c. &e. 
GIBRALTAR. 
GiBRALTAR. ae ae 
No. 26. 


Governor Sir J. M. Apr, G.C.B., to the Right Hon. the 
EARL OF DERBy. 


My Lorp, Gibraltar, April 20, 1883. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit the Blue Book of 1882, 
with a few remarks on it by the Colonial Secretary. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) JouHN ADYE, 
The Right Hon. Lieutenant-General and Governor. 
The Earl of Derby, 
&e. &e, 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, Gibraltar, 
Sir, April 17, 1883. 
I HAVE the honour to submit a report on the annual Blue 
Bock. The remarks are somewhat brief owing to the short ex- 
perience I have had of Gibraltar. 


Taxes, Duties, &c. 


The taxes, duties, &c. remain the same as in previous years, 
though a revised tariff has been transmitted home for the approval 
of the Secretary of State. 
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REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


Revenue. 


The Colonial Revenue for the year amounted to P. 1,236,136 
(49,0141.), including proceeds of sale of bills on the Crown Agents, 
being an increase of P, 116,711 (4,827/.) over that of the previous 
year. The most noticeable increases are the port dues, which 
have increased by P. 19,089 (756l.), and the ground rents, which 
exceeded those of the previous year by P. 12,187 (4831). 

The reasons for the former are the steady increase of steamers 
visiting the port for coaling and other purposes. 

The increment to ground rents is attributable to the large 


number of renewals of leases, and the increased ground rent fixed: 


in each case. The large number of renewals is to be accounted 
for by the fact that many properties have been disposed of in 
1882, though the leases had fallen in, in previous years, but had 
not before been dealt with. 


Expenditure. 


The local expenditure amounted to P. 1,246,760 (49,4351) 
against P. 1,137,227 (45,092I.) for 1881, exceeding the Revenue 
by P. 10,623 (4211). ‘This excess of expenditure is attributable 
to the police force being augmented and to the outlay incurred on 
new buildings, such as the Civil Hospital and Lunatic Asylum. - 


Surplus Fund. 


The invested surplus fund at the end of the year was about 
_ P. 282,464 (11,2002). 


Public Debt. 
There is no public debt of the Colony. 


Public Works. 


The civil hospital advanced one important stage, the male 
ward containing 56 beds, having been completed and opened by 
Lord Napier with a public ceremony. | 

The lunatic asylum was so far advanced as to be roofed over. 

The erection of a time ball to give Greenwich time was accom- 
plished. 

Useful cattle sheds were also erected on the North Front. 


Legislation. 


The legislation of the Colony during 1882 calls for no special 
remark. 
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Shipping. 

Comparing the Return of 1882 with that of the previous year 
shows an increase of 301 steamers, representing 494,980 tons, and 
a decrease of 150 sailing vessels, or 41,038 tons, thus leaving in 
the total number and tonnage of both descriptions of vessels 


collectively an increase of 151 vessels, representing 453,942 tons. 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) GIFFORD, - 


His Excellency Colonial Secretary. 


Sir John Miller Adye, G.C.B., 
Governor, &c. coe 
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